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No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. usin tion 
ENGLISH. ; 

1 itm Bombay East Indian oes . Bombay Weekly. J 420 
V/ 88 . 1 1.000 

3 [„ Ké&thidwdr Times * „ a ae Ge 
| 4 „ Mahratta.. 4 . Poona ... sea Weekly iwi 40 400 
5 | , Phenix ... Archi ..| Bi-weekly és 410 
; 6 „ Quarterly J ournal ‘of the Poona Sarva- | 
| . janik Sabha . . .| Poona... > «ee Quarterly 95 800 
7 [„ Sind Times soe ee „ „„ Marchi .- ace .. Bi-weekly 4 250 

JJV Bombay „ (( on. te oe 

AnGLo-MaRATHI. 

9 The Amba Lahari eee - een ae eee Poona eee 900 Weekly een 92 0 6 6 0 
10 „ Bodh Sudhäk ar. on ˖ö˙ ... ĩ „ „„ A oe we 275 
iy 11 77 Din Bandhu eee eee ee eee Bombay eee 0 Do. — ee 1,550 
9 f 12 77 Dnyän Chakshu . eee eee eee Poona eee eee Do. eee eee 1,200 
13 „ Dmnydnodayé a os nt 158 375 
14 „ Dnyän Prakdsh . ae 8 . Poona ory Bi-Weekly nied 450 
15 „ Indu Prakésh ... eo — « . Bomba, . Weekly sad 925 
16 [„ Jagad-hitechchhu a —e ne sk os 4,125 
17 „ Native Opinion 1 Bombay „ Bi-Weekly 5 600 
18 | , Prabhakar F 8 ss „ 350 
19 99 Subodh Patrika eee eee eee 0 Do. eee eee Weekly eee ee 965 
20 99 Sudhärak ö eee ese ee eee Poona eee eee ees 0 eee ee 2,565 
21 „ «WértGhar ... cos „%% wee „, Bombay 4 weet Do. a 1,325 

MaRATEI. 

22 | The Arunoday& ö eek eed OE st 600 
| . =o 9 A'ry4vart eco eee eee »e-| Dhulia... 9 Do. dee 90 200 
24 „ Bakul 5 ‘ al Ratnégiri on ; me ae nn 450 
25 | » Belgaum Saméchér ... . «. . Belgaum a0  — Sear 281 

26 „ Bhémini Prakash „ was ́%³rma. 8 a ‘is 
27 99 Chandanshu „ 998 eee eee Tasgaon eee Do. eee ee 110 
28 [„ Chikitsak ae / eee 390 
. oe ——  ag eee aa ̃ — — 100 
30 „ Daivadnya ee Bombay sso M 300 

31 [„ Dakshin Vritt. 5 „elhäpuur . „ Weer. „ ee 
32 99 Dusan g Vritt eee eee ee eee Dhärwär eee 4 Do. eee eee 850 
-— i 4 aie 24. MOlhApur le ES eae 315 
\ 34 9 Gangs L ece ees eee Nasik eee eee ee Do. eee 600 100 
7 35 99 Hindu Punch 990 eco eae ees Thana... eee eee Do. yy — 700 
36 „ Hitechchhu vee ieee: Bijépur ae ee ee 25 85 
| 37 „ Holkar Sarkär ieee: J ay: 3 403 
‘ ' 88 35 Jagadédarsh eee eee eee eee Ahmednagar eee 7 Do. eee eee 392 
39 ” Jagan Mitra eee eee. eee eee Ratnägiri eee ee Do. ece ses 160 
r . weg 8 265 
i Tinned Punch oo ose ove Soe] BS 17 225 
42 [„ Karmanuk - oso % tne | FOOD Bcce F see 1,000 
5 g 43 12 Karwar EE eee eee eee Karwar eee + Do. eee eee 200 
44 5 Kesari 5 eve eee Poona eee ee 0 Do. eee ee 4,300 
45 9 Khändesh Chitragupta ... 5 ee eee Dhulia ece 0 = ee 600 . 75 
46 1 Khande A Vaibhav 9 00 eee ee Do. eee 2 00 eee eee eee 5 125 
47 „ Mabér4shtr: Koki ... t. Stra... ee? Monthly ieee a 279 
Mah ardshtra Mitr eee eee ese e e eee. | Weekly eee a 250 
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Place of publication, 


aie 


Weekly 
Do; 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Pratod ee Do. 
Pune Sérvajanik Sabbechen Mäsik 
Pustak Monthly. 


Näghava Bhushana | Weekly .. 
Ramdas: eee eee ij Do. 
Ratniékar .. iss | gi Do. 
Saty& Shodhak. tnägiri Do. 
Satyn Sadan... ibäg. Do. 
Sholapur Samächür Sholäpur Do. 
Shri Shivaji „ | .| Poona ... Do. 
Shubh Sucha Satara ... Do. 
Sudhakar 6 20 eee : Pen oe Do. 
Sumant and Satyn Sudha Karwar Do. 
Suryodaya... bee 500 Thäna .. F 


Vanapriyau. 5 Fortnightly 
Vengurla Vritt ... Weekly ... 


Vidushak ... eee sik Do. 
Vidya Vilds kee : p Do. 
Vijay owe „„ 
Vividh Dny4n Vistér nba} Monthly. 
Vrittadhära us | Weekly ... 
Vrittamäla * 
Vrittasaér ... eee 
Vritt Sudha 6 Sät ara. 


Vyäpärotteja Bombay Fortnightly 
. ANGLO-GUJARA‘TI. 


The Din Mani ... Broach... Weekly 
Dny4n Sudha Ahmedabad Bren 
Gujarat Darpan Surat ) Bi-weekl 
Gujarati Bombay Weekly ... 
Gujarat Mitra , Surat Do. 
Hitechchhu © Ahmedabad Do. 
Kaiser-i-Hind | Bombay | i: 

Rast Goftér Do. Do. 
Surat Akhbé&r 3 .| Surat Do. 
Sury4 Prakéeh Do. Do. 


essssesses sensarss=ss 


GUJARA'T}. 
The Ahmedabad Times Ahmedabad ... Weekly 


2 coo res Surat ... . Monthly see 
Akhbäre Soddgar Bombay Daily 


A'ry&i Dharm Prakash Do. Monthly ... 
Bombay Saméchar Do. . 


Broach Mitra. i Broach 7 Weekly ... 
Broach Samfchfr Do. Do. 


Buddhi Prakäs ... | Ahmedabad ... Monthly ... 
Chanak ... Surat D 
Deshi Mitra | . 
Dnyanodaya | . Broach 
Dayén a Bombay 
Fong A | | Do. 25 

she | rr . Fortnightly 
a | | Do. Weekly 

Gul Afshén — 5 Do. Monthly 

Hindi Punch Do. Weekly 
Hindusin a Ahmedabad | 
J&me Jamshed ... 8 

Kaira Khetiwadi Patra . nee 


5 
Parr I.— Politios and the Public Administration. 


1. The Gujardi me (86), in its issue of a tiene December, writes :— 
‘ is e visit of His Imperial Highness the Czarewitch to 
73 a oar dn India will be lo —— as one of the most 
H Lighness the Czarewitch to memorable events in the annals of the British Empire. 
India and the peace and Its significance cannot be overrated in international 
* RA in politics. Although we have steadfastly been of 
e opinion, ever since the news of the visit was first flashed 
across to India, that there is no warrant for entertaining any anxiety by the 
people of India on the score of political complications, we venture to say that 
when in the course of his tour the Prince comes in contact with the princes 
and peasants of this country, and personally sees for himself their tendency 
and indirectly sounds their loyalty, he will carry home with him an impres- 
sion of a prosperous country and a contented people. With the instinctiveness 
of a true-born Christian Prince, he will have the hardihood and courage to 
say to his august father’s diplomatic advisers that all along the country he 
could see nothing but peace and plenty, and an earnest desire on the part of 
the British administrators to rule on the principles of justice tempered with 
mercy. Still on our part we believe he could not better return the obligation 
of his Indian hosts than by conveying to the Russian statesmen a correct idea of 
the fabulous wealth of Hindustan. He will do well to dispel the erroneous notion 
lurking in the minds of ill-informed men that it is the land of pagodas where 
gold mohars and rubbies are freely scattered in Native darbärs. We believe 
the idea is gaining ground in Russia that the agitation for political reform, 
which has been progressing for the last few years in this country, and whose 
latest phases have manifested themselves in the origin and growth of a National 
Congress, is one of the latent symptoms of popular discontent and a necessary 
preliminary to a determined effort against British rule. But the Congress, it is 
needless to say, is a stone in the foundation and consolidation of the British 
Indian Empire. If the Russian diplomatists are labouring under the false impres- 
sion that a change of rule is desired by the masses, it is undoubtedly a delusion 
and a snare; and if any hasty action is taken by the Russians under this mis- 
taken impression, it will doubtless be fraught with the most serious consequences 
to the Russian Empire at large. But we have sufficient faith in the good sense 
and intelligence of Russia; and our hopes for more peaceful times will be 
strengthened by the accurate conception which will be diffused in his country 
and among his father’s political advisers by His Imperial Highness the Czare- 
witch on his return home. The Czarewitch will see during his residence in India 
how the Governor of Madras, who has just left the country, consigning the 
entire administrative portfolio to an honourable member of the Provincial 
Council without waiting for the arrival of his successor, will be succeeded by 
Lord Wenlock without dread of a rising or rebellion in Madras during the 
interval. To appreciate this unparalleled proof of the stability of British rule, 
His Imperial Highness will have to call back to his mind the lessons, if he 
has learnt any, in the history of India anterior to the administrations of Clive 
and Warren Hastings. To the student of Indian history it is scarcely neces- 
sary to say how uncertain were even the domineering Moghuls of the stability 
of their empire at the succession even of the most rightful heirs to the Imperial 
throne at Delhi. Those were the days of plots behind the magnificent throne, 
plots beyond the precincts of the palace, and plots even behind the Zenana 
doors and royal sick-beds. But fortunately now, under the rule of one on whose 
dominions the sun never sets, they are things of the past. The smoothness and 
calmness which characterise the exit of an old and the advent of a new Viceroy 
or Governor, Commissioner or Collector, are so striking that if Aurangzebe 
or Shivaji were to rise from the dead, the existing sight would perhaps dazzle 
his eyes or shake his belief. Such is the marvellous contrast in only one of 
the thousand and one features of pax Britannica which will convey to the 
Czarewitch many a useful lesson on the India of the Queen-Empress on whose 
empire the sun pever sets, and in whose dominions— 


ce Freedom broadens slowly down 


From precedent to precedent.’ 
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2. The Gwyardtt (85), in its issue of the 28th December, writes: There are 
some among us who will attribute the visit of His Imperial Highness the Czare- 
witch to political motives. We prefer to believe that the tour is intended to impart 
to His Imperial Highness’ education that finish which otherwise it would have 
been wanting in. India is a vast. continent inhabited by nationalities as different in 
race, religion and habits as any two different nations may well be. It boasts of 
@ civilization that is unfortunately now lost, and a grandeur that is extinguished. 
Here in the different parts of the country you find at once the various climates. 
of Europe; the Himälayas and the country surrounding them remind you of the 
frozen North, while lower down you feel the warmth of the sunny South. This. 
will be an agreeable. phenomenon for His Imperial Highness to observe. How- 
ever, what will perhaps strike him most is the universal peace reigning throughout, 
the land, and the spectacle of a heterogeneous people contented and loyal to the. 
British Crown. His Imperial Highness will also notice the freedom which 
under British rule the Indians enjoy; it is the result of the confidence 
which the rulers have in course of time found the Indians worthy of. Edu-. 
eation has already made rapid strides, and people have learnt ually to 
demand from their rulers those popular rights which by their education and 
ability they think they are entitled to at the hands of an enlightened Govern- 
ment. They have evidently great confidence in the liberal instincts of the 
English nation, to whom they appeal for the redress of any grievance they 
may feel. Many Indians occupy high offices under the State in the Judicial, 
Revenue and Political Departments, in the Councils of Governors, and in the 
Council of the Viceroy. The Indian press has a freedom that was unknown 
before. All this, we repeat, is the result of mutual confidence between the 


- rulers and the ruled, of a sympathy begotten of long association. 


3. The Rdst Goftdr (89), in its issue of the 28th December, writes: We 
expect that the visit of the Ozarewitch to India will have a good educational 
effect upon His Imperial Highness. He will see that the Brit'sh Government 
derives its strength from the diversity of races inhabiting it, as well as from their 
interested, and therefore staunch, loyalty. He may notice that although the 
masses are too ignorant to make any difference between one European power 
and another, they are perfectly contented under the just and peaceful rule 
of England. He may also see that those who declaim most strongly against 
particular measures of the Government and who demand most unreasonably 
the rights and privileges of popular government,—even these do not for a 
moment harbour a secret desire in their hearts for the subversion of British rule. 
It may be that imperfect, exaggerated, garbled and perverted reports may have 
travelled as far as Russia about the doings of the Indian National Congress. They 
may have created an impression that India is in a ferment of discontent against the 
British Government. If it had been possible for the Czarewitch to witness the 
proceedings of the Congress which is now holding its sittings in Calcutta, he 
would have seen with his own eyes that, with all its aberrations and excesses, it 
is not a seditious organization aiming against the British Government. Both 
Russia and England have their missions in Asia. The continent is large enough 
to give ample room to both. England has been nobly fulfilling her mission in 
the East. Russia has entered the field some two centuries after her great rival, 
and it will be some time before the world will have an opportunity of judging 
how she is acquitting herself of her task. With the advance of Russia the 
rival powers are gradually coming nearer to each other. The nearer they are the 
greater will be their circumspection and jealousy of each other; and in an inter- 
national affair like this it will be a futile wish, though it may quite be a pious 
one, that the two powers may live ever in neighbourly peace and charity. The 
visit of the Czarewitch is to be welcomed as creating a friendly spirit between the 
two powers and cultivating a better understanding. These are forces which may 
either avert international complications, or prevent their assuming a form 
dangerous to the interests of peace. 1 


4. The Indu Prakdsh (15), in its issue of the 29th December, writes :— 
The political significance of the visit to India of His Imperial Highness 
the Czarewitch cannot be exaggerated. Too great reliance cannot, indeed, 
be placed upon such friendly and casual visits. At the same time we 
do not think there is any cause or justification for smelling any nefarious 
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designs as being concealed under this simple ineident. At any rate, it will serre no 
ose to raise up imaginary spectres and to vex ourselves with fancying 
where there are none. The truly prudent position is, as the Bombay 
Gazette points out, to interpret this auspicious visit in à trustful and generous 
Way.“ Lord Salisbury himself regards it as a pledge of peace, and there is no 
occasion for us to distress ourselves by distrusting his judgment. It is at least 
reasonable to think that the visit is prompted by a pure desire for travel and infor- 
mation and is encouraged by a feeling of confidence and esteem. The proofs of the 
strength of the British power which the distinguished visitors will see at every step, 
showing how broad-based it is on the love of the people, with what unquestion- 
ing faith and loyalty its sway is received throughout the country, and how little 
enthusiasm the presence of a foreign Prince excites among the people, will further 
dissipate from their minds all hostile thoughts, supposing that they entertained 
any. Thus in either case the eventual result of the visit will be more beneficial than 
otherwise. It is, indeed, much to be wished that the Princes be given the 
fullest opportunities of seeing India, especially the Native States; We have no 
fear about publicity of any kind. Both British and Native India will, we have 
every confidence, stand the test of sucha scrutiny. It is often represented 
by irresponsible writers that in Russia a feeling prevails that the Native States 
are not on cordial terms with the British Government. We wish the States 
were given an opportunity to show what stuff their loyalty was made of. We 
are sure the foreign Princes will return to their country all the more convinced 
that the British power in India is impenetrable, and that the best policy for 
Russia is to remain a friendly ally of England. | 


5. While writing upon the same subject, the Poona Vaibhav (55), in its issue 
of the 28th December, says:—Very funny rumours 
His Imperial Highness the are current among ignorant people anent the visit of 
* s visit to Indiaand Hig Imperial Highness the Czarewitch to India. Some 
e absurd surmises made . | eee . 
by the ignorant people about say that the Prince is on a reconnoitering tour. Others 
its object. aver that he is held as a hostage by the English 
| in connection with a treaty concluded between England 
and Russia. Some assert that it has been settled between Russia and Eng- 
land that they should rule over India alternately every five years, and that 
the Czarewitch has come to take possession of the country; while a few 
exercise their imagination to an absurd pitch and say that the Nana Saheb of 
1857 having fled to Russia, the Czar gave protection to him and promised him 
the restoration of his country, and that hence the Czarewitch has come to India 
with Nana Saheb to make a survey of the jungles of the country with a view 
to approaching invasion, and that this is the reason why the Prince has visited 
the Elephanta, Ellora and other caves! These rumours are very amusing and 
are but a select few of the host of those current among the ignorant people. 


6. The Bombay Samdchdr (96), in its issue of the 30th December, in 
approving the proceedings of the sixth Indian National 
The proceedings of the Congress held at Calcutta, says:—The Congress did 
sixth Indian National Con- ’ ce 
gress approved. well in confirming the resolutions passed atits previous 
meetings, and in unanimously approving Mr. Brad- 
laugh’s modified Bill for the expansion of the Imperial and Provincial Legislative 
Councils. This step will show the English public that the people of India are still 
anxious to obtain the several rights and concessions prayed for in the different 
resolutions. The Congress did still better in adopting two new resolutions, 
praying for the restoration to the members of the House of Commons of the 
right of stating in Parliament the grievances of the people of India before the 
Speaker leaves the chair, and for the presentation in Committee of the Indian 
budget statement and taking it up at such time as will ensure its full and adequate 
discussion. It is to be hoped that India will be soon fortunate enough to get 
all these concessions. [The Akhbdre Soddgar (94), in its issues of the 30th and 
31st December, expresses similar sentiments. ] 


7. The Native Opinion (17), in its issue of the Ist January, writes :—The 
. — — sixth “ unconventional convention ”’ (to use the happy 
0 1 * La e words of President Mehta) of the Indian Empire, has, 
N “thanks to the enlightened and civilizing influences of 
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the British rule, met, has transacted its business, and has been dissolved to meet 
next year at Nägpur. Whether we look to the preparations made or to 
the number, education and position of the delegates, or to the tone of the pro- 
ceedings or the resolutions passed, there can, we think, be no question that 
everything has passed off as satisfactorily as could be desired; and this is 
especially remarkable inasmuch as the number of delegates was curtailed, as 
was eminently advisable, at the previous session. The fears that were enter- 
tained in some quarters that this step would operate as a deterrent to the 
sustenance of popular interest in the movement have been proved to be ground- 
less. The movement has, it can now safely be said, established its position, and 
nothing more, we think, is now necessary to plead for its retention as the best 
possible means for the articulation of the wants and wishes of the country. The 
speeches of Mr. Manmohan Ghose and President Mehta, who may be said to have 
surpassed themselves, have once more shattered to pieces the occasional impru- 
dent and stupid allegations regarding the loyalty of the movement. The allegation 
against the national character of the movement has also been fully exposed, 
and similar has been the fate of the disgraceful attempt made in some quarters to 
dissuade the Pärsis from joining it on the plea that they are not natives of the 
country. Nothing can be happier than the retort given by Mr. Mehta. He 
was equally happy in his survey of the stages through which the Congress has 
passed. His description of the wonderful ignorance that prevails amongst 
Englishmen about Indian questions, and of the procrastination which prevails at 
the head-quarters, was graphic. His rapid review of the position in which the 
Councils’ reform question now stands, and his advice regarding the course 
which he thought the Congress should follow with reference to it, were 
equally masterly, prudent and statesmanlike. A number of other points were 
also ably touched, for which the speech itself must be perused. Nothing 
can be finer than the graceful compliments the President, as the mouth- 
piece of the Congress, paid to the magnificent services of Mr. Bradlaugh and 
Mr. Hume to the Indian cause, and the services rendered by the British 
Agency and the delegates who with self-sacrifice and zeal for their country 
crossed the seas to plead before the bar of English public opinion for their 
countrymen. The most important and novel resolution was the authority given 
for provisional arrangements for a Congress of not less than one hundred delegates 
in England in 1892, the several standing committees being directed to report 
at the next assembly the names of those whom they might propose to depute from 
their respective districts. It is to be seen how far this succeeds. It will involve 
very large expenditure, but there can be no doubt as to its efficacy in educating 
the English public in Indian questions. The meeting is sure to excite immense 
interest and we wish it entire success. The resolution is timely, for the period of 
two years will be quite necessary to mature the arrangements. All business on 
the addenda paper being over, the President, as usual, dissolved the sessions with 
three cheers for the Empress. All well and good so far; but we miss a resolu- 
tion for the collection of money to defray the expenses of the Congress meeting 
in England in 1892. A very large amount will be required for this purpose. 
Taking the average expense per delegate at Rs. 1,500, including passage money, 
something like a läkh and a half of rupees will be required. The nation must 
pay this, for it will not do to saddle it upon the delegates. For the collection 
of such a large sum gigantic efforts will be necessary from this time through- 
out the length and breadth of the land and delay will be ruinous. No efforts 
should therefore be spared and no sum looked upon as too small. 


8. The Subodh Patrika (19), in its issue of the 28th December, writes :—The 

; sixth Indian National Congress commenced its sittings 

RBs = 5 gel 22 at Calcutta on Friday under the presidency of our 
8 National Congress. talented and distinguished townsman, Mr. Pherozshah 
M. Mehta. The President’s speech was equal to the 

occasion and was a fine specimen of impassioned oratory. In the course of it 
he reviewed the different stages through which the Congress has passed, and 
gave his reasons for the claims of that body to be regarded as a fit exponent of 
the views, wants and grievances of the people of this country. Two features 
of the speech are specially noticeable. One of them js the frank readiness with 
which Mr. Mehta has admitted, and wisely admitted we think, that the 


scheme for the reform of the Legislative Councils, which the Congress somewhat 
hastily and at the impetuous bidding of certain over-zealous delegates had adopted 
last year, was a mistake, and that the Congress has profited from the adverse 
eritacisms passed during this year on that scheme, both in England and India. 
The other noticeable feature of the speech is the complimentary manner in 
which Mr. Mehta spoke of Lord Dufferin, admitting that that statesman 
had been misunderstood while in India. On the whole, Mr. Pherozshah’s 
speech does credit to himself and to the Congress, and if the deliberations of that 
body are conducted in the spirit of moderation and thoughtfulness which charac- 
terises that speech, it will more than ever justify its claim to be a worthy. 
exponent of India’s political wants. 


9. The Dayds Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the Ist January, writes :— 

_ 1 The Indian National Congress is said by its detractors 
of the Indian National Con. to be à Hindu movement, a Congress of the Hindus, 
gress. and especially of the Bengali Hindus, the Babus. If 
it be meant to simply suggest by sucha statement that 

the number of Hindu delegates to the Congress meetings very largely prepon- 
derates that of the delegates of other religious persuasions, such a statement may 
be accepted as being true; but this needs scarcely be wondered at inasmuch as 
the Hindus form nearly four-fifths of the entire population of India, including 
Burmah. If, however, itis meant to insinuate anything else, then we must say 
that the insinuation is entirely groundless. That the Hindu delegates to the 
Congress meetings, though more numerous than the delegates of all other reli- 
gious persuasions put together, only once in six years elected a Hindu gentleman 
to occupy the chair, proves conclusively to our mind that purely sectarian or 
religious views seldom, if ever, enter the minds of the modern educated classes 
of the Hindu community. On one occasion they elected a Mahomedan gentleman 
(Mr. Badrudin Tyabji), on two occasions Parsi gentlemen (Messrs. Déddbhéi 
Navroji and Mehta) and on two occasions English gentlemen (Mr. Yule and Sir 
W. Wedderburn, Bart.) to be their President. The moral suggested by this in- 
cident is highly significant, arid is, in our humble opinion, calculated to dissipate 
as groundless all apprehensions about Hindu representatives in the reformed repre- 


sentative Legislative Councils swamping the representatives of other religious 
persuasions. 


10, The Bombay Samdchdr (96) and the Jame Jamshed (110), in their 
respective issues of the Ist January, heartily approve 

The resolution to hold the of the resolutions of the sixth Indian National Con- 
bighth ae 3 2 gress to make arrangements to hold a Congress of not 
Apres ll. J less than one hundred delegates in England in 1892, 
. and observe that the convention is sure to enlighten the 
English nation on the true aims and designs of the Congress and to secure their 
sympathy for this movement. 


11. With reference to the circular of the Bengal Government prohibiting 
Government servants from attending the Congress, 
Condemnation of the circular the Bombay Samdchdr (96), in its issue of the 31st 
of the Bengal Government December, says :—The Congress ought not to adopt 
* a —— drastic measures in connection with the circular, 
meetings. the existence of which ought to be overlooked, 
| The Congress is composed of loyal subjects of the 
British Crown, who ought to adopt every right means to secure the full confi- 
dence of Government in regard to the aims and actions of this loyal movement, 
which is intended for the good both of the public and of Government, 


12, The Jdéme Jamshed (110), in its issue of the same date, observes :— 
When the circular of the Bengal Government prohibiting their servants from 
attending the meetings of the Indian National Congress comes to the notice of 
the English people, they are sure to exclaim that in no part of the British 
Empire other than Indja can such an order exist. Certainly, the Congress 
cannot be accused by Government or anybody else of being disloyal, and there 
is evidently no need of this offensive circular. If Government do not object 
40 offensive remarks being made at St. Andrew's annual dinner, which has 
been giyen the form of a political banquet, where the high officials of Govern 


boy 1458—9 


10 


ment unfavourably criticise the policy and actions of the administration, why. 
should Government assume an offensive towards the Indian National 
Congress, whose aims and acts are extremely loyal and beneficial to the public 
and Government? How were the remarks addressed at the banquets held in 
honour of Mr. H. S. King, M.P.,; by the members of the Indian uncovenanted 
civil service in different parts of the country mutely put up with? The action 
which the Congress intends to take in connection with the circular is appropriate 

and deserves every support from the public. 6 


18. The Tesari (44), in its issue of the 30th December, observes: It 
is very surprising that a prohibition to enter even the precincts of the Indian 
National Congress hall has been issued by men brought up in a free atmosphere. 
God knows whether it will be considered hereafter a great sin to read a news- 

aper containing writings about the Congress or to utter the word Congress. 
How far a Government ordering its servants not todo certain things during the 
Christmas holidays, will dispassionately consider the legitimate demands of the 
Congress, goes without saying. But we must not lose courage. The matter must 
be taken over to England. Unless taken to task by the proper authorities the 
irresponsible Indian Government is not likely to act within due bounds. © 


14. The Bombay Samdchdr (96), in its issue of the 3rd January, approves 
of the proceedings at the fourth meeting of the Social 
— ee 5 amt Conference held on the 28th ultimo at. Calcutta, 
. n . observing that the social reformers have done well in 
removing the differences of — that arose among 
themselves and adopting the wise course of not seeking State aid or legal enact- 
ments for the removal of social evils and the advancement of social reform.— 
The ame Jamshed (110), in its issue of the 30th December, advises the reformers 
to effect gradual progress by staunchly enlightening the Hindu public on the 
shortcomings of the community and by gaining them over to the cause of 
advancement, themselves practising the reforms that are preached by them. 


15. The Bombay Samdchdr (96), in its issue of the 3rd January, says :— 
The New Year’s honours list is disappointing as 
regards India in general and the Bombay Presidency 
in particular. Those who have obtained honours are 
to be congratulated, but it is to be noted with regret that many deserving 
persons have been unjustly omitted from the same favour. There is not a 
single Native gentleman among those honoured with the Star of India, 
while two Natives only have been rewarded with the honour of the Indian 
Empire. Certainly there are many deserving Native gentlemen who could 
be well favoured with these honours. A few have received the titles of Raja, 
Rao Saheb and Khan Säheb, but they are of little consequence. The investment 
of the Thäkor of Bhävnagar with the title of Maharaja does not strike one as 
distinctive, as His Highness has been already styled Mahäräja in talk and 
writing. Dr. Theodore Cooke, Principal of the College of Science at Poona, is 
the only gentleman of the Bombay Presidency who has received, and deservedly, 
the honour of the Companion of the Indian Empire. There has been thus 
unadvised stinginess in the bestowal of these honours.—The Jaime Jamshed 
(110), in its issues of the 2nd and 3rd January, says that the bestowal of the 
honours, so far as Natives are concerned and as regards the Bombay Presidency, 
has been unduly sparing, and observes:—This year’s honours list once more 
shows that these honours are specially reserved for Government officers and 
Native Chiefs and Princes. Among the ten recipients of the honour of C. I. E. 
there is only one Native gentleman, Diwän Bahadur Ram Rao, Diwän of 
Travancore, and it is quite strange that there should be found none in the vast 
British Indian territories deserving of similar favour. While in England the 
benefactors of the public are admitted to high honours, in India such persons 
have been for some time past omitted, and Government officers and Native 
Chiefs alone recognized as deserving persons. This regret is mixed with the 
gratification that the single fortunate gentleman of this presidency found de- 
serving of the honour of C. I. E. is Dr. Theodore Cooke, whose important services 
to the cause of technical education are appropriately highly valued by the 
public. x | 


Comments on the New Year's 
honours list. 
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16. The Indu Prakdsh (15), in its issue of the 20th December, says: — We 
are not surprised at the Government having declined 
The question about the to sanction the opening of a mili school in the 
par ae opp dia a military ‘Panjab, but we are sorry for it. Sanction to this school 
ndia and the | 
Government, must have been refused on the same ground on which 
it was refused to a similar school at Poona. Some 
people say that Government have resolved not to confer high military posts on 
natives of India under any circumstances, and that therefore it is useless to train 
up the children of the Native Princes and nobility in military discipline. But 
we think that in order to compel Government to fulfil the promise which they 
have made and left unfulfilled for years past, that they will confer places under 
Government on all persons qualified to hold them, independently of their creed 
or colour, military schools should be established and youths of nobility trained 
up therein, and the Government authorities should be put to shame for not confer- 
ring high military posts on Native youths. This is the way to the accomplishment 
of our object, and therefore the idea of establishing such schools should not be 


given up. 


17. The Mahrdtta 60 in its issue of the 28th December, writes: — There 
. a a only one recommendation of. the Factory Com- 
th Remarka in connection with mission on which there was want of unanimity of 
e recommendations of the 

Indian Factory Commission, Opinion among the members, and that was with regard 
to the question whether the eleven hours’ limit 

recommended for women workers should be made compulsory. Our distinguished | 
Bombay citizen, Mr. S. S. Bengalee, differed from his colleagues on this point. In 
his opinion, which is entitled to great weight on account of his varied experience, 
a permissary provision would work no good, as, not unnaturally, he was afraid 
that it would be unduly taken advantage of. In this state of things the local 

Government wisely sought the opinion of another presumably experienced 
citizen of Ahmedabad, Mr. Ranchhodläl, and from inquiries made on the spot he 
was able to bring to light the fact that among the Waghri women and hand-loom- 
weavers the hours of work were and are more than eleven. This piece of 
evidence, startling even to some of us, throws a flood of light on more questions 
than one. It shows how mischievous are the persisting efforts of those of our 
friends in Lancashire who press the Government of India to adopt wholesale the 
resolutions of the Berlin Conference. It also suggests the extremely low price 
of labour in this country. Is any other evidence necessary to prove the utter 

poverty of the Indian masses ? 


18. The same newspaper writes:—On the policy of recognising merit 
wherever it is found, we fully endorse all the good 
Approval of the appoint- things that have been said of late by some of our 
prs led 1 ae F the Contemporaries with regard to the valuable services of 
Viceroy’s Legislative Council. Mr. Nugent, Chief Secretary to the Bombay Govern- 
ment, especially in connection with the employment of 
University men in the Secretariat and the Revenue Department. Mr. Nugent has 
always been reputed to be a man of strong convictions and fearless indepen- 
dence—qualities extremely valuable in one placed so high. However greatly 
we might differ from him in his abkäri and forest policy, we have no hesitation 
-in saying that the Government of India has made a wise selection in calling 
him temporarily to their aid, and thereby giving due recognition to his arduous 
labours in connection with the Crawford scandal. 


19. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 28th December, writes :— 

We confess it is hard to see the justice of the action 

Dismissal of Mr. Drysdale, taken by the Panj&4b Government in dismissing Mr. 

2 pelle pe rund 7 . 8 Drysdale, one of their police officers, for preaching 
eli ke “? Christianity. Here is a valuable servant of the State, 
and a popular officer, who is forced to resign because 

he preached what he conceived to be the true gospel during his leisure 
Whom did Mr. Drysdale hurt by the procedure? Compare this attitude of 
the Christian British Government with its attitude towards servants who are 
known to lead a disreputable life, are heavily indebted and otherwise’ ob- 


noxious to the people. How slow are the authorities in dealing with actual delin- 


12 


uengy! We are constrained to say that we distrust a policy that seeks to 
iiate blind prejudice. The Queen's Proclamation is to be applied to such 
ses, not so much in the letter as in the spirit, and always, we submit, in the 
interests of progress and enlightenment. the present case, we are not sure if 
Mr. Drysdale has not been punished for what many other worthy servants of 
Government do almost every Sunday. For instance, they do not dismiss a 
Brahmo official for preaching the tenets of his religion to the people. Surely, 
Government do not believe that Brahmoism is less obnoxious to the orthodox 
Hindu or Mahomedan than Christianity ? , | 
20. The Gujardté (85), in its issue of the 21st December, says that it has 
a received a communication to the following effect :— 
12 sh ~ ha er- 900 Mr. * Assistant 3 Kaira, 1 while on 
ase? reer a visit of inspection to the village of Shähäpura in 
high-hunded treatment of @ the Thäera sub-division of the district, having sent for 
. the Talati of the village, the latter came and made 
a salam to the Assistant Collector with his country shoes on. This displeased 
Mr. Weir very much, who, having ordered a large stone, told the Taläti to 
stand upon it and to put his own shoes on his own head; and the Talati having 
refused to do so, the Assistant Collector ordered a man of the Ravania caste to put 
the Taläti's shoes on his head, and made an exhibition of him in that state to the 
rayats who had gathered there for the verification of their receipt-books. It is 
anid that the Taläti has been fined by the Assistant Collector and has made 
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N to the District Collector and the Divisional Commissioner on the 
bject of his treatment by Mr. Weir. — While commenting on this matter, the 
Poona Vaibhav (55), in its issue of the 28th December, considers this to be an 
instance of the high-handed manner in which persons are often treated under 
the British Government as if they were under the Mogul administration —The 
Svadesh Bandhu (134) of the 31st December states that the Taldti, Mr. Bholé- 
bhäi, is said to have withdrawn his petitions, and the Assistant Collector 
to have remitted the fine and tendered an apology, 


21. A correspondent of the. Praja Mat (121), in its issue of the 27th 

; December, complains that Rao Säheb Manishankar, 

Scheden igen kan gkl. Mémlatdér of täluka Dholka, Ahmedabad District, 

eb Manishankar, Mämlat- : : ; . 

dar of téluka Dholka in the Works in his office as late as 11 at night, thereby 

Ahmedabad District. putting parties to great inconvenience. The Praja Mat 

observes that at the editor’s recent visit to Dholka the 

Mämlatdär was found conducting the business of his Court till a very late hour 

at night, and that some of the parties were heard complaining that they were 
attending the Court regularly for nearly two weeks, 


22. The Native Opinion (17), in its issue of the Ist January, writes:. 
re A singular case has recently occurred in our midst, 
Alleg a injustice done toa We do not know whether it isa rule at the Grant 
compounder in the Sir J. d. Medical Coll 8 5 
Hospital, Bombay. cal College, Bombay, that unless a prescription, 
though given by one of the Professors under his signa- 
ture, is seen by the House Surgeon, it ought not to be dispensed. On the 
receipt of such a prescription, under the signature of Dr. K. N. Bahddurji, a 
compounder named Mr. Govind Ganesh Käkade dispensed it. The House Surgeon, 
according to the version of the compounder, getting vexed, fined him in the 
sum of Rs. 3. Feeling annoyed at the attitude of the House Surgeon and afraid, 
perhaps. that similar obedience would again be misconstrued and would cost him 
is post, Mr, Käkade resigned it and got another post under Dr. Pichey-Phipson 
at the Kama Hospital, Somehow or other Mr. Käkade's new appointment 
was not approved of by the Surgeon-General, though he was appealed to do 
justice in the case. Thus here is a man who for the execution of duty in 
obedience to the instructions of his superior is fined for no fault of his and is 


denied a bare act fr. Taking these facts as true, could not Dr. Bahé- 


durji have interfered in the matter and protected a compounder from the 
unmeaning ire of his 3 But somehow the doctor does not seem to 
have taken up the case, otherwise his intervention might have done some good 
to the poor compaynder. Mr. Käkade's appeal to Government in the matter has 


done him no good, and the poor man loses his bread simply for the vagary of an 
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official superior. We have never come across an instance in which a man lost 
his employment for the simple act of obedience to his superior. Instead of infliet- 
ing a fine upon this helpless man, the best way for the House Surgeon was to 
protest against Dr. Bahddurji, but the poor compounder finds himself between 
two stools and becomes the victim of officialism that is neither just, generous, nor 


reasonable. 


23. The Bombay Samdchdr (96), the Jéme Jamshed (110), and the Akhbére 
Soddgar (94), in their issues of the 30th December, 
Mr. Hormasji Dadäbhäi record with much regret the death of Mr. R. W. S. 
Pleader recommended for the Pinhey, Fourth Judge of the Small Causes Court, 
e ae 2 3 Bombay, and recommend that the vacancy be filled by 
vacated by the death of the appointment of Mr. Hormasji Dadabhäi Pleader, 
Mr. Pinhey. who, they say, has several times ably discharged the 
duties of an acting Judge of the Court, giving entire 

satisfaction to Government and the public. | 


24. The Dhdrwdar Pritt (32), in its issue of the Ist January, approves of 

see the proposal to establish a new Civil Court with a view 

ol 9 gree — W ce to lessen the work of the Subordinate Judge's Court at 
Civil Court. Haveri, but disapproves of its intended location at 
| Ranebennur, saying that it would be more convenient 

to the people to locate it either at Bankäpur or Hängal, and requests Government 


to consider this suggestion. | 


25. The Rastk Ranj ani (144), in its issue of the 18th December, says that 
several rayats were much ruined by the construction of 
Complaint of the people in the S. M. Railway in consequence of their fields, the 
the Dharwar District about sole means of their livelihood, being taken by the 
the loss caused by the Engi- ‘ 
neering Department. company for laying down rail-road and by their not 
being granted adequate compensation; that a fresh 
loss is about to be inflicted upon them by the Engineering Department inasmuch 
as new roads leading to the railway stations are being planned and constructed 
through their fields between the villages of Kalalkond and Hattimattur in 
the Karajgi Téluka in the Dhärwär District, and that gross injustice is done to 
them as the District Collector takes no notice of their complaints, though 
he has been petitioned on that head several times. 


26. A correspondent of the Ahmedabad Times (92), in its issue of the 30th 
December, complains that several thefts and robberies 

1 Ff 1 the have been of late committed in the Matar Täluka of the 
erwin taluka Mätar, Kara Kaira District, and says that the police have failed to 
3 make proper enquiries into them and that if any one 
lodges a complaint before them, he is, it is said put to vexation and made to 
withdraw the complaint. The Police Superintend ou. is requested to enquire into 


the matter. 


27. The Svadesh Bandhu (135), in its issue of the 3lst December, says 

| that several thefts have occurred in the town of 
Negligence of the police Mahudha in the Kaira District during the past few 
authorities at Mahndha in the days owing to the negligence of the police, and 


Kaira District, requests the Police Superintendent to take steps in the 
matter. : 


Part II.— Education. 


28. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 28th December, writes: We are 
glad to learn that the vacancy in the University 
Approval of the appoint- created by Dr. Wordsworth’s retirement has been filled 
ment of Mr. J egg in such a satisfactory manner. A happier selection 
2 5 or of it would, indeed, have been difficult to make. Himself 
— 4 a distinguished University man and a true lover of 


Mr. Justice Birdwood has for several years past taken a deep and 


learning, wet. 
abiding interest in the well-being of the Bombay University. At the sacrifice of 
very valuable private time, which evidently he could ill spare, he has devoted 
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himself, heart and soul, to maintaining and increasing the prestige and dignity 
of that distinguished body; and it has been rightly observed that the only 
wonder is that his undoubted claims to the honour and responsibility were not 
earlier acknowledged. His great learning and greater administrative capacities, 
especially at a time when the University Reform Bill is before the Senate, will be 
simply invaluable. We therefore feel the more persuaded to congratulate the 
‘University upon the great honour and greater service it has done to the Gov- 
ernment by asking the learned Judge to stand practically at the helm of her 
nae | 


29. The Native Opinion (17), in its issue of the 28th December, writes :— 
Now that the time for nomination of new Fellows of 
Suggestions in connection our University is very near, we take the liberty of 
Mf = 1 24 ag making certain suggestions to our esteemed and popular 
=  « Vice-Chancellor as well as to Government. Last year 
we had suggested the names of certain well-known 
Gujarati gentlemen as deserving of the honour of Fellowship, and were much, 
gratified to find that from amongst them Mr. Mansukhläl Munshi, B. A., LL. B., 
Solicitor, and Mr. S. G. Jinsiwdle, M. A., were nominated. We now strongly 
urge again upon Government the claims of the other gentlemen we recommend- 
ed last year, but who have not yet got the honour, viz., Mr. Chimanläl Hariläl 
Setalvad, B.A., LL.B., Pleader, High Court, and Mr. T. K. Gajjar, M.A., whose 
efforts in the cause of education have resulted in the establishment of a Technical 
Institute at Baroda. As the number of Gujarati Senators is comparatively 
small, we urge upon Government the necessity of making the above two addi-. 
tions. Among the Deccanis we take the liberty of suggesting the names of Mr. 
L. R. Vaidya, M.A., LL. B., Advocate, High Court, and Professor of Sanskrit, 
Elphinstone College, Mr. G. S. Réo, M.A., LL.B., Mr. B. G. Tilak, B. A., LL. B., 
Mr. Käshinäth Balvant Pendse, M. A., and Mr. G. M. Säthe, B. A., Reporter on 
the Native Press. We see no reason why the Mahamahopädhyayas R4jérém 
Shastri and Bhimächärya of the Elphinstone College may not be made Fellows. 


30. The Hitechchhu (87) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of the 1st January, 
observes:—It is much to be regretted that though on the Senate of the Bombay 
University the Hindu Gujaräti communities have only 20 representatives, some 
of them do not seem to take active interest in the affairs of the University. 
A rule may be made that the names of gentlemen neglecting to attend a certain 
number of University meetings should be struck off the list of Fellows. Mem- 
bers of Municipal School Boards who take an intelligent part in their duties 
should be nominated Fellows. Mr. Kälabhäi Lallubhai, a well-known pleader 
and chairman of the School Board Committee at Surat, takes much interest 
in educational matters and richly deserves to be made a Fellow. Messrs, 
Chimanl4l Harilél Setalvad, B.A., LL.B., and Maniläl Gangadäas Desi, 
L.M. & S., are well-known in their respective professions. Mr. Setalvad has 
written several useful works and was Examiner in Gujarati at the Matriculation 
and School Final Examinations more than once. 


31. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 28th December, writes: At 
the meeting of the Senate of the Bombay University 
held on Saturday the 20th instant, the changes recom- 
mended by the Syndicate in the Arts course were finally 
adopted. The four-years’ course begins this year and the first Previous Exami- 
nation according to the new course will be held in November 1891. We are 
sorry Mr. Sayani was induced to withdraw his amendment introducing vernacular 
translations into the new curriculum. This partial introduction of the vernaculars 
would, no doubt, have been piecemeal reform. Something however is better than 
nothing. If, however, some movement is likely to be made and the question of the 
vernaculars is expected to come before the Syndicate anew, we have patience 
enough towait. The Honourable Mr. Justice Telang, who moved the resolution at 
the last meeting, hinted to that effect and we can therefore rest assured. The Indian 
Universities ought to do something in the way of encouraging the vernaculars of 
the land. We may be allowed to make a passing remark here that the viva voce 
examinations that are conducted in the Arts examinations have become a source 
of annoyance and trouble to the candidates, and we suggest that the Syndicate may 


New Arts curriculum of 
the Bombay University. 
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dee its way to their abolition. Now that one independent paper in English com- 


position is to be set, there appears to be no necessity for viva vote examinations. 


Parr III. Railways. 


32. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 28th December, writes: —The 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce, always distinguished 
Representation of the Bom- for its timely action, has recently sent in a represen- 
bay Chamber of Commerce tation to the local Government, asking them to en- 
to open feeder railway lines : : 
in Gujarat aud Khandesh Courage by every possible means the extension of 
supported. feeder lines in Gujarat and Khändesh. Confining 
5 our remarks to the latter district, we are fully of 
opinion that a branch line from Manmäd to Dhulia, and thence to Nandurbar, 
would open up large parts of the district and would give no slight encourage- 
ment to agriculture in the far-off tälukas where lands have remained un- 
cultivated for want of suitable means of transport. Khändesh is a large 
cotton centre, and nothing would give greater facilities to its growth of cotton 
even on a more extended scale than a feeder railway that could tap many new 
parts of the Collectorate. Now that the project of an extension from Chälisgaon 


to Dhulia is finally disapproved of, the timely and practicable suggestion of the 
Chamber of Commerce will, we trust, receive favourable and prompt consi- 


deration at the hands of the authorities, At present Dhulia is perhaps the only 
zilla station on this side of the presidency not connected by railway. This, we 
deem, is an additional reason of no small significance that ought to weigh with 
the Government in disposing of the recommendation. The Hindusthdn (109), 
in its issue of the same date, expresses approval of the recommendation of the 
Chamber of Commerce to construct feeder lines in Gujarat, observing that they 
would contribute to the prosperity of the province. 


Part IV. Aunicipalities. 


33. The Rdst Goftdr (89), in its issue of the 28th December, writes: — 
The ways of the Government of India in matters 
Disapproval of the conduct of finance are mysterious, not only to their subjects 
of the Government of India to put to themselves. That there is absolutely no finan- 

wards the Bombay Municipal _.. 3 : 
Corporation in the matter of dial system in the country is a matter of daily 
Tansa loans. observation. We need go no further for an example 
| than the servants of the State. The State servants 
are always in trouble of some kind, either about their salaries or pensions, and 
are always succeeding in getting their Government to alter the rules in favour 
of increases, of course. There is neither rule, finality, nor system in this matter. 
It is similar in the land tax of the country, in the äbkäri, and in many 
other branches. ‘The absence of system in finance is carried also into the 
municipal organization of the country with reference to loans. Not a single 
existing municipality knows how, when or what it may borrow, or how, when 
or what it may be required to pay for any loan. It is all a matter of toss-up. 
All this financial mischief is due to the absence of rule and principles. It has 
taken the Government of India twenty years to study the system on which 
municipalities shall be allowed to raise loans, and it has not got beyond the 
“goose step in financial drill. Every application for a loan has to run the 
gauntlet of a financial tyro, and hence loans are allowed to be raised on condi- 
tions as variable as possible, on the principle, we suppose, that “ variety is 
charming.” We are led into this very brief review of the financial policy or 


the financial system of the Government of India by reason of the extraordinary 


manner in which the Government has dealt with the Bombay Corporation in the 
matter of the loan for the great Tansa water-works. The Government of India first 
sanctions a Municipal Act for Bombay in which it is declared that money may 
be borrowed for such time, not exceeding sixty years, asthe Corporation, with 
the sanction of Government, determine in each case.“ This is fairly good law 
as thus expressed, and it practically means that the agreement between these two 
contracting parties signifies that the power of sanction rests with the Govern- 
ment of India. It also may be inferred from this law that Government 


are entitled to exercise their sanctioning power at each loan. But this in- 
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himself, heart and soul, to maintaining and increasing the prestige and dignity 
of that distinguished body; and it has been rightly observed that the only 
wonder is that his undoubted claims to the honour and responsibility were not. 
earlier acknowledged. His great learning and greater administrative capacities, 
especially at a time when the University Reform Bill is before the Senate, will be 
simply invaluable. We therefore feel the more persuaded to congratulate the 
‘University upon the great honour and greater service it has done to the Gov- 
ernment by asking the learned Judge to stand practically at the helm of her 


29. The Native Opinion (17), in its issue of the 28th December, writes. 
Now that the time for nomination of new Fellows of 
Suggestions in connection our University is very near, we take the liberty of 
5 — the 8 og ne making certain suggestions to our esteemed and popular 
versiig. Vice-Chancellor as well as to Government. Last year 
we had suggested the names of certain: well-known 
Gujarati gentlemen as deserving of the honour of Fellowship, and were much 
gratified to find that from amongst them Mr. Mansukhläl Munshi, B.A., LL. B., 
Solicitor, and Mr. S. G. Jinsiwäle, M. A., were nominated. We now strongly 
urge again upon Government the claims of the other gentlemen we recommend- 
ed last year, but who have not yet got the honour, viz., Mr. Chimanlal Harilal 
Setalvad, B.A., LL.B., Pleader, High Court, and Mr. T. K. Gajjar, M.A., whose 
efforts in the cause of education have resulted in the establishment of a Technical 
Institute at Baroda. As the number of Gujarati Senators is comparatively 
small, we urge upon Government the necessity of making the above two addi-. 
tions. Among the Deccanis we take the liberty of suggesting the names of Mr. 
L. R. Vaidya, M. A., LL.B., Advocate, High Court, and Professor of Sanskrit, 
Elphinstone College, Mr. G. S. Réo, M.A., LL. B., Mr. B. G. Tilak, B.A., LL. B., 
Mr. Käshinäth Balvant Pendse, M. A., and Mr. G. M. Säthe, B. A., Reporter on 
the Native Press. We see no reason why the Mah4mahopaédhydyas R4jdérém 
Shastri and Bhimächärya of the Elphinstone College may not be made Fellows. 


30. The Hitechchhu (87) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of the 1st January, 
observes :—It is much to be regretted that though on the Senate of the Bombay 
University the Hindu Gujarati communities have only 20 representatives, some 
of them do not seem to take active interest in the affairs of the University. 
A rule may be made that the names of gentlemen neglecting to attend a certain 
number of University meetings should be struck off the list of Fellows. Mem- 
bers of Municipal School Boards who take an intelligent part in their duties 
should be nominated Fellows. Mr. K4élabhdi Lallubhai, a well-known pleader 
and chairman of the School Board Committee at Surat, takes much interest 
in educational matters and richly deserves to be made a Fellow. Messrs. 
Chimanlél Harilal Setalvad, B.A., LL.B., and Maniläl Gangäadas Desäi, 
L. M. & S., are well-known in their respective professions. Mr. Setalvad has 
written several useful works and was Examiner in Gujarati at the Matriculation 
and School Final Examinations more than once. 


31. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 28th December, writes :—At 
3 the meeting of the Senate of the Bombay University 

1 1 n er held on Saturday the 20th instant, the changes recom- 
y mended by the Syndicate in the Arts course were finally 
adopted. The four-years’ course begins this year and the first Previous Exami- 
nation according to the new course will be held in November 1891. We are 
sorry Mr. Sayani was induced to withdraw his amendment introducing vernacular 
translations into the new curriculum. This partial introduction of the vernaculars 
would, no doubt, have been piecemeal reform. Something however is better than 
nothing. If, however, some movement is likely to be made and the question of the 
vernaculars is expected to come before the Syndicate anew, we have patience 
enough to wait. The Honourable Mr. Justice Telang, who moved the resolution at 
the last meeting, hinted to that effect and we can therefore rest assured. The Indian 
Universities ought to do something in the way of encouraging the vernaculars of 
the land. We may be allowed to make a passing remark here that the viva voce 
examinations that are conducted in the Arts examinations have become a source 


of annoyance and trouble to the candidates, and we suggest that the Syndicate may 
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see its way to their abolition. Now that one independent paper in English com- 
position is to be set, there appears to be no necessity for viva vote examinations. 


Part III.— Railways. 


32. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 28th December, writes :—The 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce, always distinguished 
Representation of the Bom- for its timely action, has recently sent in a represen- 
* e of Commerce tation to the local Government, asking them to en- 
o open feeder railway lines ‘ 
in Gujarat aud Khandesh Courage by every possible means the extension of 
supported. feeder lines in Gujarat and Khändesh. Confining 
oe dur remarks to the latter district, we are fully of 
opinion that a branch line from Manmäd to Dhulia, and thence to Nandurbar, 
would open up large parts of the district and would give no slight encourage- 
ment to agriculture in the far-off talukas where lands have remained un- 
cultivated for want of suitable means of transport. Khändesh is a large 
cotton centre, and nothing would give greater facilities to its growth of cotton 
even on a more extended scale than a feeder railway that could tap many new 
parts of the Collectorate. Now that the project of an extension from Chalisgaon 
to Dhulia is finally disapproved of, the timely and practicable suggestion of the 
Chamber of Commerce will, we trust, receive favourable and prompt consi- 
deration at the hands of the authorities, At present Dhulia is perhaps the only 
zilla station on this side of the presidency not connected by railway. This, we 
deem, is an additional reason of no small significance that ought to weigh with 
the Government in disposing of the recommendation. [The Hindusthdn (109), 
in its issue of the same date, expresses approval of the recommendation of the 
Chamber of Commerce to construct feeder lines in Gujarat, observing that they 
would contribute to the prosperity of the province. | 


Part IV.— A. unicipalities. 


33. The Rdst Goftdr (89), in its issue of the 28th December, writes :— 

The ways of the Government of India in matters 
Disapproval of the conduct of finance are mysterious, not only to their subjects 
of the Government of India to put to themselves. That there is absolutely no finan- 

wards the Bombay Municipal _.. A : 
Corporation in the matter of cial system in the country is a matter of daily 
Tansa loans. observation. We need go no further for an example 
| than the servants of the State. The State servants 
are always in trouble of some kind, either about their salaries or pensions, and 
are always succeeding in getting their Government to alter the rules in favour 
of increases, of course. There is neither rule, finality, nor system in this matter. 
It is similar in the land tax of the country, in the äbkäri, and in many 
other branches. The absence of system in finance is carried also into the 
municipal organization of the country with reference to loans. Not a single 
existing municipality knows how, when or what it may borrow, or how, when 
or what it may be required to pay for any loan. It is all a matter of toss-up. 
All this financial mischief is due to the absence of rule and principles. It has 
taken the Government of India twenty years to study the system on which 
municipalities shall be allowed to raise loans, and it has not got beyond the 
“goose step ”’ in financial drill. Every application for a loan has to run the 
gauntlet of a financial tyro, and hence loans are allowed to be raised on condi- 
tions as variable as possible, on the principle, we suppose, that “ variety is 
charming.” We are led into this very brief review of the financial policy or 
the financial system of the Government of India by reason of the extraordinary 
manner in which the Government has dealt with the Bombay Corporation in the 
matter of the loan for the great Tansa water-works. The Government of India first 
sanctions a Municipal Act for Bombay in which it is declared that money may 
be borrowed for such time, not exceeding sixty years, asthe Corporation, with 
the sanction of Government, determine in each case.“ This is fairly good law 
as thus expressed, and it practically means that the agreement between these two 
contracting parties signifies that the power of sanction rests with the Govern- 
ment of India. It also may ‘be inferred from this law that Government 
are entitled to exercise their sanctioning power at each loan. But this in- 
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ference is altogether a mistaken one, as exemplified in the matter of the Tansa 
loan. The Government of India sanctioned that loan in parts of 47 and 76 
läkhs. The first part of the loan was allowed to run for 60 years and the second 
part was restricted to 40 years. The interval between the sanction of these 
two parts of one loan was very brief, being only two years. Our readers will 
naturally ask whether any financial cataclysm occurred during these two years. 
Were the. lending banks more difficult to manage? Had the credit or the 
income of the Corporation been reduced? Had India been overtaken by famine ? 
Nothing of this kind had occurred. On the contrary, the lending banks were 
anxious to lend the second part of the loan on the same terms as they lent the 
first part, viz., for sixty years, and the income and the credit of the municipality 
had increased, and yet the Government of India persisted in making the 
second part of the loan run for a period of forty years, after strong remon- 
strance offered by the Corporation of Bombay. The extraordinary features of 
this policy bring its own condemnation on the decision of the Government of 
India. ‘The decision is not only arbitrary, but unjust. We have said that the 
first part of the Tansa loan was granted for sixty years and the second part 
for forty years. A third part must now be raised for unforeseen excesses in 
the expenditure on the works. When this third loan is applied for, may not 
the Government of India sanction it for thirty years? Not only may it do so, 
but there is not the smallest guarantee that it will not. It is undoubtedly a 
great point which was urged before the Corporation by Dr. Blaney that a single 
generation should be called upon to pay the. entire cost of a work which will 
last for twenty generations, and which will be a productive work to those gene- 
rations. If it be granted that the present generation will receive the water 
revenue accruing from the Tansa works, it must also be remembered that every 
penny of that revenue and a great deal more will be required to pay the interest 
and annual instalments on the loans, whereas our immediate posterity, having no 
loan to pay off, will contribute the water-rates to themselves, or, putting the 
matter in another way, they will get their water for nothing and will only be 
required to pay for the maintenance of the works. Ifthe refusal of the Gov- 
ernment of India to grant an extended period for repaying the Tansa loan was 


based on the reason that Government should lose something by extending the 


time, the refusal might be understood. But the Government of India being 
asked only a grace and for nothing tangible or substantial, the Bombay Cor- 
poration cannot understand the refusal. That body has, therefore, declined to 
quietly accept what they believe to be a wrong decision, and one which, if 
persisted in, will probably exercise a pernicious influence in all the advanced 


municipalities in India. The Bombay Corporation engaged in the greatest 


municipal work in India on the understanding that the loan would run for sixty 
ears. They based their future finance on that understanding, and having got 
fairly on with the work they find their future budgets will be seriously deranged by 
the curtailment of the — for which 100 lälchs of the loan is to run. In all 
future applications for loans by municipalities it will be necessary to secure the 
sanction of a uniform period for each loan. It is impossible to work on an up and 
down system such as the Government of India has introduced into the Tansa 
loan. It has been suggested that Bombay does not always receive the treat- 
ment at the hands of the Government of India accorded to some other parts 
of the Empire —say, Calcutta and Burmah, If this is a fact in Indian history, it 
is one which renders a change in the existing details of Government necessary. 
The towns, the cities, the people, and the Government should be one and in- 
separable ; fayouritism must prove a rank and noxious weed in the soil of India. 
The Bombay Corporation intend to push their representations about the disturb- 
ing and depressing influences of the Tansa loan with the Government of India. 
This is well, and we commend the Corporation for its worthy action. Shall we 
not wish a complete success to the deputation that hopes to meet the Viceroy 
in February next? The deputation should be able to show the Viceroy very 
strong reasons for relaxing the severe restriction of making the Tansa loan 
run over a period of one generation, 


34, The Gujardté (85), in its issue of the 28th December, writes: We are 
glad to learn that a strong deputation of Municipal Councillors is to wait upon 
the Viceroy early next February with a view to induce the Government of India 
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to extend to 80 years or 100 the time over which the Tansa loans should run. 
The case is so obviously clear that it is not easy to understand why the Govern- 
ment of India should have so long refused to concede the request of the Corpora- 
tion. The Tansa loans extend to krors of rupees, and it is not possible for the 
Corporation, having other demands to satisfy, to repay the loans within such a 
short period as 40 years. We have no doubt the deputation, which consists of 
first-rate local financiers and politicians, will be able to place the matter in its 
proper light before His Excellency the Viceroy so as to induce him to grant the 
concession asked for. [The Katser-i-Hind (88), in its issue of the same date 
expresses similar sentiments. | 


35. The Shubh Suchak (67), in its issue of the 26th December, says that 
it does not understand why the Bombay Government 

Inability of the Sätära has refused to pay the Sétara Municipality half of the 
pay te ine expenses the latter will have to incur on account of 
coming census and the refusal the coming census, when the Bengal Government is 
of the Bombay Government said to have promised the Calcutta Municipality to 
to pay half of them. bear a moiety. Why should the municipality, asks 
the paper, bear the expenses of an imperial duty like 

the census? It remarks that the Satara Municipality, being in a very poor con- 
dition and heavily indebted on account of the Kass water-works, it is very 


oppressive to burden it with the whole of the census expenditure. 


36. The Kaira Vartamdn (112), in its issue of the 3lst December, com- 

i _ plains that a toll tax is levied at Mehmadabad, Kaira 
aa * aut d an. District, as many times as a cart happens to pass and 
eee ee en“ repass the toll gate in a day, and says that it is not fair 
to levy this tax on cultivators as they pay local cess from 

which these roads are constructed, that they ought to be exempted from the tax, 


and that if this cannot be done its incidence should be lightened. 


G. M. SA’THP’, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
6th January 1891. 
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but there is not the smallest guarantee that it will not. It is undoubtedly a 
great point which was urged before the Corporation by Dr. Blaney that a single 
generation should be called upon to pay the. entire cost of a work which will 
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rations. If it be granted that the present generation will receive the water 
revenue accruing from the Tansa works, it must also be remembered that every 
penny of that revenue and a great deal more will be required to pay the interest 
and annual instalments on the loans, whereas our immediate posterity, having no 
loan to pay off, will contribute the water-rates to themselves, or, putting the 
matter in another way, they will get their water for nothing and will only be 
required to pay for the maintenance of the works. If the refusal of the Gov- 
ernment of India to grant an extended period for repaying the Tansa loan was 


based on the reason that Government should lose something by extending the 


time, the refusal might be understood. But the Government of India being 
asked only a grace and for nothing tangible or substantial, the Bombay Cor- 
poration cannot understand the refusal. That body has, therefore, declined to 
quietly accept what they believe to be a wrong decision, and one which, if 
persisted in, will probably exercise a pernicious influence in all the advanced 


municipalities in India. The Bombay Corporation engaged in the greatest 


municipal work in India on the understanding that the loan would run for sixty 

ears. They based their future finance on that understanding, and having got 
fairly on with the work they find their future budgets will be seriously deranged by 
the curtailment of the period for which 100 lékhs of the loan is to run. In all 
future applications for loans by municipalities it will be necessary to secure the 
sanction of a uniform period for each loan. It is impossible to work on an up and 
down system such as the Government of India has introduced into the Tansa 
loan. It has been suggested that Bombay does not always receive the treat- 
ment at the hands of the Government of India accorded to some other parts 
of the Empire—say, Calcutta and Burmah, If thisis a fact in Indian history, it 
is one which renders a change in the existing details of Government necessary. 
The towns, the cities, the people, and the Government should be one and in- 
separable ; fayouritism must prove a rank and noxious weed in the soil of India. 
The Bombay Corporation intend to push their representations about the disturb- 
ing and depressing influences of the Tansa loan with the Government of India. 
This is — and we commend the Corporation for its worthy action. Shall we 


not wish a complete success to the deputation that hopes to meet the Viceroy 
in February next? The deputation should be able to show the Viceroy very 
strong reasons for relaxing the severe restriction of making the Tansa loan 
run over à period of one generation, me nan 


34. The Gujardts (85), in its issue of the 28th December, writes: We are 
glad to learn that a strong deputation of Municipal Councillors is to wait upon 
the Viceroy early next February with a view to induce the Government of India 
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to extend to 80 years or 100 the time over which the Tansa loans should run. 
The case is so obviously clear that it is not easy to understand why the Govern- 
ment of India should have so long refused to concede the request of the Corpora- 
tion. The Tansa loans extend to krors of rupees, and it is not possible for the 
Corporation, having other demands to satisfy, to repay the loans within such a 
short period as 40 years. We have no doubt the deputation, which consists of 
first-rate local financiers and politicians, will be able to place the matter in its 
proper light before His Excellency the Viceroy so as to induce him to grant the 
concession asked for. [The Kaiser-i-Hind (88), in its issue of the same date 
expresses similar sentiments. | 


35. The Shubh Suchak (67), in its issue of the 26th December, says that 
it does not understand why the Bombay Government 

Inability of the Sätära has refused to pay the Sätära Municipality half of the 
a ae is war, ine expenses the latter will have to incur on account of 
coming census and the refusal the coming census, when the Bengal Government is 
of the Bombay Government said to have promised the Calcutta Municipality to 
to pay half of them. bear a moiety. Why should the municipality, asks 
the paper, bear the expenses of an imperial duty like 

the census? It remarks that the Satara Municipality, being in a very poor con- 
dition and heavily indebted on account of the Kass water-works, it is very 


oppressive to burden it with the whole of the census expenditure. 


36. The Kaira Vartamdn (112), in its issue of the 3lst December, com- 

_ plains that a toll tax is levied at Mehmadabad, Kaira 

‘ 8288 * 8 District, as many times as a cart happens to pass and 
vada 4. rrepass the toll gate in a day, and says that it is not fair 
to levy this tax on cultivators as they pay local cess from 

which these roads are constructed, that they ought to be exempted from the tax, 


and that if this cannot be done its incidence should be lightened. 


G. M. SA THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Natwe Press, 
6th January 1891. 


con 1458—6 


ts oy ew eric n a F P R . CCC 


0 


} 
5 
4 
1 
7 
i 


N EE a 


1. 


nde 


* 


4, 


—— — —äiͤ——— — — — — — . 8 2 


f 3 ne P SST ae ; i a . 3 5 


ee N r 


’ * “ey en el ae 5 2 eln 2 7 * N 5 22 ; 5 1 5 ius ee . : ; 3 g 8 | | | 3 | | 
“4 9 2 — n We x ** ‘ee SO ee ny = . ee ote ey Bibs J 1 * — i 5 met 8 : 8 
8 ' — > — —— — 3% — 8 ‘ely ° rt 1 0 1 — 5 
— 5 ’ — 2 * 7 n * * 4 | a a 
— r e. : — „ eee —— 4 wees . 255 — —— ee) * a pores te — 2 — . a 9 — 
— r ; — 5 f a x 2 4 ‘ 12 * r * ° 5 = 3 - pit cet * 1 — ue — —— —— E— — R -~ 8 ———ä—ÿ ↄ w- —-—-ᷣ 44 P — — a ne agin — ba ae — — — 
: oo . ne on — 8 — — —— Snare — 2 —————— 5 —7§r—18i q . — — — PPP olla ec ” 3 9 — 2 2 — i ne 2 — ‘ Ogee ee ae 4 — at rr — a wer — taint * 1 3 as — —— 

— * wl — . — a oN 1 eed ac . — — ——— at * ey . * * — — — — — — —— al — —. N 
vor — SBS * — — — — * . rh ee oe whine 2 — — * 5 2 2 — — ee a Re ee ee ** — 


— — 


74 


Part II. Education 


INDEX. 
(For the week ending 3rd January 1891.) 
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An answer to the detractors of the — 
Condemnation of the circular of the Bengal Government prohibiting 
Government servants from attending the — 
The Bombay Samachar evs ee 105 
The Jame Jams ed ssi os one 
| The Kesars 5 
Mr. P. M. Mehte’s address as President of the sixth — 
The proceedings of the sixth — approved es 
The sixth — considered a success 
The resolution to hold the eighth — in England heartily approved... 
Judicial matters: A suggestion in connection with the location of a new 
Civil Court in the Dharwar District 
Military schools: The question about the establishment of — in India and 
the Government 0 995 * i 
Police : 
A complaint against the — of taluka Matar, Kaira District 50 
Negligence of the — authorities at Mahudha in the Kaira District... 
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ing Christianity, commented upon 
Mr. Weir, Assistant Collector, Kaira, and his alleged high-handed 
treatment of a Talati 
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District about the loss caused by the Engineering Department 
Social matters: The proceedings at the fourth meeting of the Social 
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Visit of His Imperial Highness the Uzarewitch to India: 
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prevailing in India under the British : 


The Gujardti 5 1 
The Gujardt Mitra 88 oy 
The Indu Prakash 18 


The Rast Goftar ... 
Absurd surmises made hy the ignorant people about the object of 
the = 62 0 9 2 9 0 eee gee 6 0 0 


Bombay University 
Approval of the appointment of Mr. Justice Birdwood as Vice- 
Chancellor of the — nie 55 wee ae 
New Arts curriculum of the — 
Suggestions in connection with the appointment of new Fellows of 


the — | 
Fe Hitechehu. ane sos 
he Native Opinion 8 a 900 


14 


Page. 


11 


13 
11 


co 


I AAU 


13 
14 


14 


. | ; 
aS 
4 
a 
+ 
1 
te 1 
2 24 t 
a 
ae 


all 


. ee ee 
3 1 * 
> * e . 
ose 


INDEX. 


Parr III.—Railways— 


Feeder railway lines in Gujar&t and Khändesh: Representation of the 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce to open — supported... 00 


Part IV.—Municipalities— 
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[CONFIDENTIAL.} 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BERA’R, FOR THE 
WEEK ENDING 3RD JANUARY 1891. 


Inst of Newspapers published in Berar. 


Number 
No. Names of Newspapers, Place of publication. Edition. of copies 
issued, 


ANGLO-MARA THI, 


1 | The Pramod Sindhu ... ei . . Umrawati (Amrdoti)..| Weekly ...| 300 

2 „ Vaidarbh . cf ae „ „ 

3 „ Varhäd (Berär) Samächär „ „ „„ 
Mara TRI. 

4 | The Shetakari ... . Umrdwati (Amréoti)..| Monthly . 400 

5 „ Shuddha Varhédi... os so] BRO sas . . Weekly. 350 

6 „ Suryakänt es rT .. Ellichpur 5 „„ 


1. A correspondent, writing from Bassim to the Berdr Samachar (3) in 
3 its issue of the 29th December, says that preparations 
1 The Resident's tour in are being very a oti vely 8 by the village silicones. 
erar and the miseries it is 
. under the orders of the Deputy Commissioner and the 
alleged to entail on the people. 

Tahsildär, for the reception of the Resident, that private 
individuals find it very hard to purchase fuel for their own use and fodder 
for their cattle as all suppliers of these articles are forcibly taken to the 
Chavdi and their stocks are purchased by the authorities, that persons coming 
to the town on business are, without looking to their position, indiscriminately 
compelled to work in connection with the grand preparations which are in 
course, and that consequently much distress is felt in the town on account of the 
expected arrival of the Resident, whose advent would otherwise have been a 
matter for rejoicing to the people. 


2. The same newspaper, referring to the above communication, observes :— 
We beg to direct the attention of the Commissioner to what our Bassim corres- 
ndent has said with regard to the Resident’s tour in the province. It is often 
good to look behind the curtain. The whole affair will bring upon the officers 
curses and unkind words of the poor labourers. Upon them also they are 
thrown helplessly for help. The officers of higher grades, including Deputy 
Commissioners, Police Superintendents, Tahsildärs, &c., depend upon the work 
of the petty servants. The latter are dishonestly ignorant of what they do and 
make others do work for them. This is a good deal unavoidable and will 
continue to the end of the world ; but much will be mended by the Commissioner’s 
care and caution. If the Commissioner sees personally with the aid of his staff 
that due wages and prices are paid for services and things, it would be quite 
enough. 


G. M. SA THE“, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
6th January 1891. 
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REPORT 


For the Week ending 10th January 1891. 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 


List of Newspapers and Periodicals 


No. 2 or 1891. 


No. Names of Newspapers. 


Place of publication, 


Edition. 


ENGLISH. 


The Bombay East Indian . 
„ Indian Spectator... 

„ Käthiäwär Times 
Mahratta .. 00 

„ Phoenix ... 


janik Saba 
99 Sind Times see eee 


ANGLO-MaRATHI, 


8 The Amba Lahari eco eco 

9 „ Bodh Sudhakar ... sie 
10 „ Din Bandhu se 465 
11 99 Dnyän Chakshu ... 9 
12 „ Dnyänoda ya 
13 „ Dnyän Prakash , 8 
14 9 Indu Prakash eee eee 
15 „ Jagad-hitechchhu oa 
16 „ Native Opinion 3 
17 „ Prabhakar 1 ian 
18 „ Subodh Patrika ... * 
19 „ Sudhärak one a 
20 99 Värtähar eee ece eee 


MARATEI. 


8808 CN = 


24 „ Belgaum Samfchär 
25 „ Bhämini Prakash ace 
26 9 Chandanshu ‘eee eee 
97 99 Chikitsak eee 90 
28 * 8 0 
29 „ Daivadnya Samdchér ... 
30 9 Dakshin Vritt eco 2 00 
31 17 D Vritt eee eae 
32 ; nyan eee eee 
33 cf Gan Laber 900 0 
34 „ Hindu Punch 
35 „ Hitechchhu eee 


36 „ Holkar Sarkér Gazette .. +r 
37 „ Jagadädar  «. 1 


eS Khéndesh ‘Chi itragu ta 

44 i pta ... 
45 5 Khändesh Vaibhav... 
46 „ Mahéréshtra Koki 
47 [„ Mahfräshtra Mitra... 


cou 1479—1 


„ Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Sarva- 


. Daily si 
5 Bi-weekly 
Quarterly 


Bi-weekly 


ee ee ee ee 


— 


No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. | Edition. — 4 — ‘ 
MARATHI— continued. 
18 The Maharashtra Vritt ee wn 2 2 2 ‘SAtdra eee eee Weekly ee eee eee 
49 „ Moda Vritt ee oe eee ee ee 350 
50 77 Nagar Samä chr. es ee. eee Ahmednagar eee ee Do, doe ee 150 
oe Nea , eee Nisik ... eee Do. 285 
52 a 1 ve aoe 0 ...| Ahmednagar ... ve 0. ee ° 
1 n | Bandharpur ... 8 306 
mts — Vaibhay oie cf.” doo Ses sae E 1,150 
55 „ Prabodh Chandrika ass Jalgaon ee we aw wee - 100 
ee... 8. ee eee n 350 
57 „ Pratod Ce es , eae ee 400 
58 „ Pune Sérvajanik Sabbechen Misi : | 
Pustak a „JJV ĩ SE ee 200 
59 „ Räghava Bhushana ..,_—_—... Teola . te * * os ee 130 
60 99 Ramdas eee eee * eee eee Bij re eee ee Do. 20 225 
61 99 Ratnakar .. eee eee eee 9 2 Kal dgi ece ae Do. eee eee eee 
62 „ satya Shodhak nae ‘i rae „ Ratndgiri ‘is ae ea 325 
63 „ Saty& Sadan s.. 8 eve ...| Alibag... ses a ae es eee 
64 1 Sholépur Samachar... ss „ . ove 273 
65 99 Shri Shivaji eee eee ee eee Poona 666% eee ee Do. 9 0 eee 200 
66 „ Shubh Sucha iss oe „ SAtATA . “ee | a ove 250 
67 9 Sudhakar ; TT) aes ove Pen eee eee oe Do. 908 ae 260 
68 „ Sumant and Satyn — sn . Kärwär ste 9 8 505 100 
69 „ Suryoday&... .. ae 8 290 
70 99 Vanapriya. 20 999 2 00 6906 5 Chikodi 200 ee Fortnightly eee 90 
71 [„ Vengurla Vritt ... „„ %ͤ;ͥ % ſ 8 oes 180 
72 „ Vidushak 400 és ‘is ..-| Karad . a „„ as 310 
73 „ Vidya Vilds ios oils 165 . KolhApur a . 1 250 
74 17 Vijay 3 eee eoe eee Shähäpur ebe ee Do. pee eee 175 
75 „ Vividh Dnyén Vistär sia Bombay vee .. Monthly ... 0 500 
i. Se a ! ͤ ww... · . ease 132 
77 35 Vrittamäla eee eee ede ‘eee Satara. eee ede Do. eee eee ee 
78 99 Vrittas4ér 208 ese eee 0 0 ees Wai eee gee eee Do. eee 299 
J ee ee eee 8 100 
80 9 —! 45 +00 550 Bombay 100 sei Fortnightly ‘a ois 
Anato-Gusara’ TI, | 
81 [The Din Mani... a ee ee lle le ie 551 
82 „ Dnyän Sudha... a „» Ahmedabad ou. oe — al 303 
83 99 Gujarat Darpan eee eee eee eos Surat eee eee eee Bi-weekl ee 600 
84 „ Gujarati, re ‘as iin Bombay ae „ Weekly 88 2,450 
i 85 99 Gujarat Mitra eee 2 220 eee eee Surat eee 5 Do. ees eee 769 
86 99 ‘Hitechchhu eee eee ee ae Ahmedabad eee ee Do. 200 eee 350 
' 87 5 Kaiser-i-Hind eee eee eee 02 Bombay 8 ee Do, 2 09 eee 2,002 
88 99 Rast Goftar eee eee eee ee Do. 22 ee Do. eee ee 1,747 
89 „ Surat Akhbär nie a Surat moe 5 Do. 15 589 
g 90 93 Sury4 Prakash eee eee ove 9 Do. 099 eee Do. 9ae * ; 325 
GusaRa'Tl. 88 | 8 
a 91 The Ahmedabad ** eee eve eee Ahmedabad eee ee Weekly eee eee! 95 
92 99. Ajab 008. . coe eee eee Surat eee eee ee Monthly cee eee! 1,200 
93 97 Akhbäre Sod4gar 2 0 eee 2 Bombay eee ee Daily 799 0 1, 000 
94 „ A’ry’ Dharm Prakäs .. Kas „ 5 Monthly ... ee 394 
95 „ Bombay Samächär JFF a a 8 1,800 
96 „ Broach Mitra iis hse e--| Broach: 5 „ Weekly ... 440 6539 
0 97 37 Broach Sama4ch4r eee ee joan Do. f ese 40 Do. cee ee 700 
98 „ Buddhi Prakésh... „ ͤ „ß ũ Md eee ee 536 
99 99 Chänak IL eee eee eee 6 6 0 Surat coe eco ee | Do. eee ee 450 
100 4 Deshi Mitra 2 „ eve eee eee Do. 9 „%. eee eee Weekly eee eee 984 
101 „ Dnyänodaya coe 4. eee „ Broach ot „ Monthly. ond 475 
102 5 Tanke Vardhak VV VVV 700 
, 103 99 Fursad eve eco eee Ceo 8 Do. Rise eee es Do. cece eet 350 
‘ 104 9 Gap Sap 520 eee eee eee Sail Do. 900 ee Fortnightly eee 500 
105 9. Gorakshak eee vee eee ie Do. : eee ae Weekly 2 20 0 2 0 60 
106 99 Gul Afshän eee Gee eee 22 Do. eee ee Monthly ee eee 1,200 
107 „ Hindi Punch . tse ode a , ‘ih ...| Weekly. 5 225 
108 99 Hindusthén 6e6 eee 4200 ne. Ahmedabad aoe eee Do. eee gee! 918 
109 9 Jame Jamshed 2b ee bee eos Bombay eee ee Daily eee — 1,600 
110 „ Kaira Khetiwädi Patra ae me „ Nadiad ° . Monthly .., ad 1,154 
111 „ Kaira Vartamän. me „ Kaira - a sail 125 
112 „ Käside Mymbai .. , „ Bomba 8 Tri-weekly pee 1,200 
113 [„ Kathidwér Times. ,,,| Rdjkot Bi- weekly . 1,015 
114 75 Kela vni pee 900 ee ee Baroda ae Monthly 5 258 455 
115 99 Madhamäkh yy) ‘eve eee ee Junagad 2 60 ‘eee | Do. eee wee dee 
116 59 Madhur Vachan * ‘eve eee ees Bombay one 9 | Do. eee eos 1 412 
1 17 5 Nure Elam ove eee eta ca Do. . — eee Do. ece ec 316 
118 93 Nya yadarshak eee ‘eos ‘eee oe Ahmedabad 2 60 eee Weekly eee oéé 415 
] 19 +) P Arsi Tikékér wee eee 900 00 Bombay 5 * ee Fortnightly ees 500 
120 | » Praja Mae „ Ahmedabad -;. , Weekly . 4465 
121 75 Räjyabhakta eos eee ee ee Bombay 9 00 eee | Do. eve ana 687 
122 „ Samtzher Bähädur „ ü TTT ee eae 200 


<> 


No. | Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication. Edition. 8 — 
GusaRa’tTI—continued. 
123 The SatyS Mitrk .. Bombay „% ee Wee „ 400 
124 97 Sat ya vakta eee eee 220 ee Do. eee ee Do. eee eee 1,100 
125 „ Satyodaya fee ie 1 „. Dohad ... ein i bie 78 
126 9 Sauräshträ Darpan eee O00 „ J unégad eee ve Monthly eee 50 398 
e reel DO. cer axe 250 
128 99 Sneha Sindhu eco eee eee ee Kaira eee eee eee Weekly eee eee 400 
. ee eee + vot Bombay ooo = see] MOMENI e.g 588 
130 99 Stri Mitra eee eee eee @e Do. eee ee Do. eee eee 697 
131 * Svadesh Bandhu eee eee eee ee Mahudha 9% eee Weekl eee See 200 
132 [„ Svadesh Vatsal ...  ...  o . Ahmedabaddd. .] Monthly... .., 423 
133 „ Udichya Hitechchhu Patré ...  ...) Do. . lo on 550 
134 9 Vidny4n Vilds eee eee 92 0 ee R4jkot eee ee Do. eee eee 738 
135 „ Vidya Kalpalatika „„ „% .. Fortnightly _... 1 
136 77 Vidya Mitra eee eee eee es Bombay 900 ee onthly eee 450 
ANGLO-Ka’NARESE. 
137 The Kannada Suvarte.. ...  .. . Bombay „ . Weekly ws 800 
Ka'NARESE, 
138 The Chandroday% 9 0 9 00 LI eee Dhärwär 902 90 Weekly L eee 180 
139 99 Karnätak Patra eee 9 00 eee eee Do. eee eee ee Do. eee eee 320 
140 77 Lok Bandhu eee eee eee eee Do. eee 0 20 eee Do. eee eee 150 
141 9 Rasik Ranjini eee eee eee oe! Gadag TY) eee 50 Do. 000 ee 308 
142 9 Saty4 Vritt eee eee eee eee Do. eee ee Do. eee eee 260 
Mara’tHI AND Ka’NARESE. : 
143 | The Shri Siddheshvar vo «= eee Bägalkoet . „ Weekly por mn 
ANGLO-SANSKRIT, 
144 | The Girvänk Tarangini ~ w —BB! ß 75 
HINPDl. 
145 | The Bhäratäà Bhrata ... ove eee ...| Rew4h,,. on . Fortnightly 367 
146 9 Brahma Patrika eee eee eee 00 0 Poona eee 9 00 eee ee \ eee ee 100 
147 „ Ratnaprakäsh Ratlém ... as ...| Ratlam „F 65 
ANdLO-UR DU. 
148 The Mahomedan Herald ... o Bombay „ Weekly re 300 
Urpuv. 
149 The Akhbäre Ratan Fr rakdsh Ratl4m e Ratlém 900 ee Weekly pee 0 33 
150 77 Charkhari Akhbar eee eee * Rewäh. . eee 0 Fortnightly eae 91 
151 „ß . „dd ee ae 270 
152 „ Eh-ti-shamul Akhbér Jhowra. . Jhowra 5 : ee 64 
153 „ Gwalior Gazette 5 me ...| Gwalior aoe j3Ij37 850 
154 * Kushful Akhbar... eee 2 00 900 Bombay eee 0 00 Do. 900, eee 200 
PERSIAN. 
155 | The Iklil n ee ae re 160 
EnGuLisH, MARA“THI AND HINDI. 
156 The Pandit eee 9 00 eee 9 00 eee Bombay eee eee Weekly eee eee 1,075 
ENGLISH, MaRa'THI AND GUJARATI. 
157 The Baroda Vatsal eee 900 eee eee Baroda eee Gee Weekly eee Gee 925 
| SINDI- | 
158 The Méawin-i-Majma-i-Mahammadi „rich! nee Wer. 360 
159 9 Muin-ul-Isl4m 5 2 eee 5 0 ee Do. eve eee Do. eee eee 290 
160 99 Sind Sudhär eee eee eee we Do, eee eee Do. eee eee 650 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. ; 
161 [O Anglo-Lusitano ... +» ~—s ave Bombay „„ — | | eee 1,500 
162 | The Horas Vagas eee 900 eee 9 0b Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 200 


Notes. — A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. : 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the body of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


©, The system of 1 vernacular words followed b 5 oe Ae 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay 1 One peculiar feature of this system is that when the long a (N. 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a (A u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word. This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, as in Arunodaya or the well known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark ever it to indicate that it is short, thus—d. 
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The Mahédrashtra Vritt a 
3 1 ee eee 
N he Vritt one 


re Daeg il 


a Vaibhav ... 
Prabodh Chandrika a. a ; 
Prabodh Rat eos ‘ 
Pratod 

Pune Sérvajanik Sabhechen Misi 

Pustak po 5 

Réghava Bhushana 
Ramdas dita 
Ratnakar .. sue 

Satya’ Shodhak ... 

Saty& Sadan 
Sholäpur Samachér 

Shri Shivaji 
Shubh Suchak ... 
Sudhakar 

Sumant and Satyn Sudha 
Suryodays... eve 
Vanapriya... os 
Vengurla Vritt ... 
Vidushak .. 400 
Vidya Viläs eee 

Vij ay 00 

Visith Dnyän Vistér 
Vrittadhara „ 
Vrittamäla oss 
Vritiasér ... dis 

Vritt Sudha one 

3 ee 


Anaio-Gusara’ TI, 


The Din Mani ... 260 
pon — Sudha... 
ujarat Darpan ... 
Gujarati 400 
Gujarat Mitra 
Hitechchhu 
Kaiser- i-Hind 
Rast Goftar 
Surat Akhbér 
Suryä Prakash 


GozgaBA TI. 


The Ahmedabad Times 
„ Ajab ee 
Akhbäre Sodagar 
A'ry& Dharm Prakäsh 
Bombay Sam4char 
Broach Mitra. 
Broach Sam4eh4r 
Buddhi Prakésh ... 
Chänak „ dee 
Deshi Mitra wes 
Dnydnoday%. 5 
_Dny4n. Vardhak 
: Fursad ove eve 
Gap. Sap one eee 
Gorakshak 
Gul Afshän 
Hindi Punch 
Hindusthan 
Jame Jamshed ... 
| Kaira Khetiwädi E aträ. 900 
Kaira Vartaman eee bse 
Käside Mumbai 
Käthiäwär Times 
Kelavni ose 
Madhamäkh 
Nure Elam 
__ Ny4yadarshak 
Pärsi Tikékér 
Praja Mata 4 
Räjyabhakta 
Samtzher Bähädur 


* Stara eee 
„ coe 
...| Ahmednagar ... 
| Nasik . oe 
..| Ahmednagar ... 
ses ogg a eee 
„ Poona . 


5 Jalgaon 


Bari ... 
Isl4mpur 


-| Poona .. 
oo] YOOLA oo, 


. Bija 
a Kalddgi 


vs Allbäg os 
..| Shol4pur 
. POONA . 
„ Satara ... 
re. oe 
. Karwar 
„ Lhanae .. 
Chikodi 
J Vengurla 
5 Karad . 
Fe Kolh4pur 
J Shähäpur 
Bombay 
-| Dhar... 
Stara. 
„„. 
J Satara... 
Bombay 


. Broach... 
Ahmedabad 


Ahmedabad 
° Surat eee 
Bombay 


Do. 
Do. 


é Broach 


Do. 


3 N ‘sé 


Surat . 


Do. eee 


. Broach 
Bombay 


. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


, Ahmedabad : ;. 


2 Fortnightiy 


5 Weekly 
..| Fortnightly 
a — 

Weekly 
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, f Monthly“. 


Do. 


8 Weekly 2 
eR Monthly .. see 


me ae 
Do. 


J Fortnightly 
| Weekly 


. Monthly”. 
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No. | Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication. Edition. 
GusARA TI—continued. 
123 | The Satya Mitra eee eee coe „ Bombay eee ee Weekl 00 ee 400 
124 9 Satyavakta eee eee * pea „ Do. eee ee Do. F eee Gee 1,100 
125 „ Satyodaya C ee dll ee lO 78 
126 „ Sauräshtr Daran. Junagad „% ono Monthly, „ 398 
127 „ Shrimäli Shubhechchha „ „ . ee ee 250 
128 | „ SmehaSindhbu ... . sos . BIPM co nnn „ Weekly „ „ 400 
129 as Stri Bodh... eee eee eee ee Bombay eee 55 Monthly * 2 00 588 
130 | ,, Stri Mitra F Do. %% 697 
131 5 Svadesh Bandhu eee eee eee ee Mahudha eee eee Weekly eee eee 200 
132 „ Svadesh Vatsal ...  ... . «| Ahmedabad ..,  ,..) Monthly... 423 
133 „ Udichya Hitechchhu Patri ... ..] Do. p | Ce 550 
134 9 Vidny4n Vilés ese eee 2 60 ee R&jkot eee ee Do. eee ee 738 
135 , Vidya Kalpalatika „„ ee ee | Fortnightly . ist 
136 „ Vidya Mitra sis eee 500 ...| Bombay 000 ‘a onthiy 4 450 
ANGLO-Ka’NARESE. 
137 | The Kannada Suvarte...  ... ss. . Bombay % WO te 800 
Ka'NARESE, 
138 The Chandroday% eee eee e068 eee Dhärwär 006 e080 Weekly LI 9600 180 
139 99 Karnftak Patra oe 9 00 eee ee Do. eee 900 eee Do. eee eee 320 
140 77 Lok Bandhu eee eee eee ae Do. eee eve eee Do. eee See 150 
141 99 Rasik Ranjini eee eee eee . Gadag 900 eee ee Do. Bat es 308 
142 99 Satys Vritt hee eee eee ee Do. eee ee Do. eee eee 260 
Mara'THI AND Ka’NARESE. | 
143 | The Shri Siddheshvar soe = ove Bägalkot . . Weekly oe is 
ANGLO-SANSKRIT, 
144 | The Girv4na Tarangini oe = ove „„ Dharwar =x.) . Fortnightly e. 75 
| HINDI. 
145 The Bharata Bhrata eee nee eas ee Rewéh,,. oe} Gee Fortnightly eee 367 
146 77 Brahma Patrika eee eee eee ee Poona eee eee ete eekly ee ee 100 
147 99 Ratnaprakäsh Ratlam eee eee ee Ratlam 200 ee Do. eco ee 65 
Axclo-Un pu. 
148 |The Mahomedan Herald . soe Bombay „ „Weekly 1 300 
| UrRpv. 
149 |The Akhbdre Ratan Prakash Ratl4am ...| Ratlém „„ cand Nee ove occ 33 
150 „ Charkhäri Akhbär rae „ „r. . MOFtnightly e 21 
„ ( % a „ „ „ 270 
152 „ Eh-ti-shamul Akhbär Jhowra. . Jhowra aia 8 64 
153 75 Gwalior Gazette eee eee 0 0 0 * Gwalior eee eee Do. eee we 850 
154 9 Kushful Akhbar... eee eee ee Bombay aoe eee Do. 606 eee 200 
PERSIAN. 

The Tkhil eee eee eee aoe eee Karachi eee eee Weekly eee eee 160 

| EnGuisH, Mara'tHI AND HINDI. 
156 The Pandit eee 9 00 eee 9 00 eee Bombay eee eee Weekly eee eee 1,075 

ENGLISH, MaRA'THI AND GUJARA‘TI. 
157 | The Baroda Vatsal ... =u „% ee COMROG “a ol Oe kc 925 
3 SINDI- | 
158 | The Miawin-i-Majma-i-Mahammadi Karachi ‘iis oo. Weekly . 360 
159 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m eee eee 9 00 ee Do. eee ae Do, eee eee 990 
160 75 Sind Sudhär eee ee6 eee ee Do, eee che Do. eee eee 650 
ANGLO-PoRTUGUESE. : 

161 O Anglo-Lusitano eee eee eee eee Bombay eee eee Weekly eee eee 1,500 
162 | The Horas Vagas eee eee eee ee Do. eee ee Do. eee eae eee 
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5 
PART I. Politics and the Public Administration. 


1. The Bombay Samdchdr (95), in its issue of the 5th January, says :— 
fi The visit of His Imperial Highness the Czarewitch has 
of His Imperial Hishness the ven rise to various speculations among the Natives. 
8 Tatlin twnr. The educated and knowing men are well aware that 
e there is no political or mysterious meaning in the 
Russian Prince's Indian tour, which is made in accordance with the fashion 
obtaining among the European princes to gather instruction by travels in the 
different countries of the world, and that the Czarewitch is welcomed in India 
in a princely manner in compliance with general rules of hospitality. The 
report that the Czarewitch is to go as far as Peshawar and that Sir Frederick 
Roberts is to accompany him has led some persons to surmise that this is 
intended to carry out the object of the English and the Russians to divide 
between themselves Persia and Afghanistan ; and it is desirable that this wrong 
impression should be contradicted authoritatively. Vague surmises of the 
ignorant portion of the Native public are amusing. Some of them suppose that 
the Czarewitch’s Indian tour has been undertaken with a sinister object, 
pity the English for their ignorance, and observe that after the conclusion of his 
visit India will be invaded by a Russian army commanded by the Czarewitch ; 
while others fancy that the princely hospitality shown to him is owing to 
the fear entertained of him by the English Government. It is the duty of 
the educated Natives to disabuse the minds of their ignorant brethren of these 
false impressions. | 


2. The Gujardti (84), in its issue of the 4th January, writes :—The visit of 
His Imperial Highness the Czarewitch to several streets of Bombay incognito, 
and his brother’s stay on board the S. S. Azova”’ in the harbour on the 
ground of illness, have given rise to the rumours that the former intended to get 
a personal inspection of the people, while the latter wanted to examine minutely 
the situation and surroundings of the harbour; that the object of the British 
Government in showing royal hospitality to the Czarewitch is to please 
powerful Russia; and that it is with a view to impress on her mind the 
great loyalty of the Native States to the British Government that. the former 
have been asked to receive the Prince in a splendid manner. Some people 
in India do not betieve with Lord Salisbury that the visit of the Princes will 
serve as a pledge of peace, and, on the contrary, fear unpleasant complications. 
The absence of the brother of the Czarewitch from the latter’s tour in India is 
considered a stroke of policy, since it is believed it would be unsafe for the two 
brothers to travel together in a foreign country. We believe that Russia cannot 
be expected to forget so soon her hostilities of long standing to the British, and 
cannot therefore dismiss all these rumours as groundless ; nor can we say that 
the British are not at all afraid of Russia. | 


3. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 4th January, writes :— 
The Advocate of India has done well to raise its 
1 e 8 the New voice against a monopoly of the honours for the 
“ current year. The shower is neither copious nor 
equally distributed; it is confined, with some two or three exceptions, to the 
official world, as if there were no non-official Europeans nor Natives of position, 
on whom a few honours could be fittingly bestowed. We need not say that the 
object of these honours is the recognition of services rendered to the State, either 
directly or indirectly, by persons who receive no pecuniary recompense for 
them. Viewed in this light no sane man will ever condescend to look upon the 
present conferment of honours as impartial. Are we to believe that with the 
above exceptions no non-official European nor independent Native gentleman could 
be found throughout the length and breadth of India on whom these honours 
could be conferred? We are not prepared to say that honours should be with- 
held from officials, but we do protest against their distribution amongst officials 
in preference to those who are not. officials. Government is all-powerful to do 
what it likes, but, on principle, even Government will have to admit that this year’s 
bestowal is a breach of the above-mentioned principle. Out of the whole range 
of non-official Europeans Mr. Mackay alone comes in for a K. C. S. I., be it for his 
powerful attack on the financial policy of Government or for anything else. 
con 1479—2 | 
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As to Natives, with the exception of Madras none enters.the sacred pale of the 
order of Star of India. Mostly these matters are managed, we believe, in the 
Secretariat, for which we cannot find fault with the head of the Government; 
but whose soever the fault, Government ought to quietly rectify it at least next 
year. | „ N 5 


4, In alluding to the New Year’s Honours Gazette and the personal dis- 
tinction of Maharaja’ bestowed on His Highness the Thäkor of Bhavnagar, the 
Gujardtt (84), in its issue of the 4th January, observes:—The ‘Thékor has not 
recently rendered any special service to his subjects or to thé British Govern- 
ment so as to merit this recognition, and his liberal conttibutions ‘to public 
funds raised in the British territory give him no title to it. Nor is the honour 
of K. C. I. E. bestowed on the Mahdrdja of Benares appropriate. The order of 
C. I. E. was originally intended for non-officials, but it is to be regretted that 
this rule has not been observed in practice and the honour is generally conferred 
on Officials. We trust the authorities will show better judgment in future in 


_ conferring new year’s honours. 


| 5. The Indu Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 5th January, writes :—The 
honours’ list of the New Year’s day is for us in Bombay more than. ordinarily 
barren. The only recipient among the higher honours is Dr. T. Cooke, who gets 
a C. I. E. Dr. Cooke’s selection is a thoroughly deserving ne. But we wonder 
Government could not find any other individual, European or Native, worthy of 
recognition. 5 


6. The Poona Vaibhav (54), in its issue of the 4th January, refers to 

1 5 the telegraphic intelligence received from London 
Red “Indian aan waa concerning the massacre of three hundred women and 
children ‘and the fear it Children of the Red American Indians by the Christian 
engenders. — settlers in North America, directs the attention of those 
: who blame Nana Säheb Peshwa for having killed 

English women and children in the Indian Mutiny of,1857 to this magsaere by 
civilized Christians, and says that this occurrence is very frightful and has instilled. 
fear into the mind of the people and the Government of India that the people of 
India might be similarly annihilated and extirpated by Englishmen if the latter 


are allowed to settle here in large numbers. 


7. While writing about the recent meeting of the Indian National Congress 
at Calcutta, the Indu Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 
5th January, observes :—The order which Government 
have issued prohibiting Government servants from 
attending political meetings is very ungenerous and does not befit them. We 
have hopes that it will be cancelled some time or other. Really speaking, 
this order is a great mistake. Nobody will mind an injunction against doing 
a thing which thousands of educated people are bent on doing, and all precau- 
tions taken to prohibit it will be futile. If educated Natives are quite im- 
pressed with the salutary effects of the National Congress on the welfare of 
the country they will never fail to assist and promote its cause secretly and in- 
directly, if not openly and directly. If they render such assistance, no blame will 
attach to them in the opinion of sensible men. Public good is always preferred 
to private interests among educated and civilized nations, and if the British Gov- 
‘ernment is desirous of securing good name in the world in connection with Indian 
administration, it should encourage among the people of India a desire to devote 
themselves to public good. We therefore, at the beginning of this new year, pray 
God that He may create in the British people a desire to do away with such orders 
‘and regulations showing a spirit of partiality to themselves as may have crept 
into their administration of India and to accept the ways and means pro 
by the National Congress for promoting the interests of the country directly and 
ot England indirectly. ) | ee * 


Government and the Indian 
National Congress. 


8. The Phenix (5), in its issue of the 7th January, says: — However wise 
it may be to prevent Government servants from taking any part in the delibera- 
tions of the Indian National Congress, there is no justification for authoritatively 
forbidding their attendance even as visitors. The Subjects Committee of the 
Congress were thus compelled to take notice of the matter, and Mr. Ghose, 


the Chairman of the. Committes moved a resolution in the Congress authorising 


the President to submit 2 memorial to the Viceroy protesting against the orders 
of the Government of India. Mr. Yule seconded the resolution, and his speech 
was a robust and dignified protest against the action of the Government of India, 
There. would be some shadow of justification if the orders of Goyernment were 
ap licable to all political meetings held under any garb, but if Government 

icials can take part in political meetings of one kind there is absolutely no 
reabon why they should not be present even as visitors at meetings of another 


kind. The. St. ff pe tote s dinner, for instance, has become a purely political 


function, and Government officials do not hesitate to unburden themselves of 
their political Opinions on the occasion. Mr. Yule rightly resented the implied 
insult. in. the | circular of the Government of India. Their orders in the pre 


sent case are nothing more or less than a translation of the oath of Ait | 
tallers to touch not, taste not, smell not anything that ‘intoxicates. The 


attitude to. be maintained towards alcohol is not merely of neutrality, hut of 


active opposition and contempt. To make the National Congress to a Govern- 


ment servant what alcohol is to the teetotaller is not only unjustifiable, but 
utterly unwise. Mr. Caine was perfectly right in saying with quiet irony that 
no orders would be issued in England, when the Congress met in London, for- 
bidding officials or ministers of State from attending the Congress as visitors. A 
visitor does not commit himself any more than an outsider. He attends the 
Congress merely out of curiosity, and, may or, may not have any sympathy with 
the movement itself. If he is not permitted to attend the Congress as a Visitor, 
he should not be allowed to attend as a guest the St. Andrew’s dinner or N 
other political meeting. 


9. The Gujardts (84), in its issue of the Ath J anuary, writes :—After 
three days’ sifting the sixth Indian National Congress closed its deliberations 
on Tuesday last amidst great enthusiasm. In spite of the evil forebodings, 
the number of delegates’ was quite large and fully represented the different 
races and provinces of the country. There were zamindärs and bankers, 
merchants and pensioned officials, the ornaments of the bar and the represen- 
tatives of the press, from the. Bombay and the Madras Presidencies, as 
also from the distant Panjab and Central Provinces. The proceedings were 
conducted in a most business-like manner, and must haye very favourab 
impressed the two Members of Parliament who honoured the assembly with their 
presence, in regard to the capacities of Indian people for political discussions. 


One of them actually allowed himself to be elected as a delegate, and took part 


like other members of the body in the discussions and deliberations of 15 
Congress. It is a pity the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal had to return the 
tickets which were sent to him, on the ground that the Government resql tion 
forbade officials to be present at its meetings. We do not quite unders the 
motive which led to the laying down of such an arbitrary rule. We do not 
think those responsible for it were so simple-minded as to believe that the course 
adopted by them would have the effect of preventing the officials from sym- 
pathizing with the movement. Such conduct is not quite worthy of .a liberal 
Government, and is not calculated to do any good whatever. On the contrary, 
it may cause unnecessary heart-burning, which it cannot be the interest of the 
authorities to create. At any rate, the leaders of the Congress did well this year 
in inviting Government representatives to come and see for themselves what the 
Congress was and how far its claims to be a representative body were founded in 
fact. It was a bold challenge, which we should have been glad to see accepted: 


10. The 1 du Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 5th January, writes: Just 
in the nick of time the Bengal Government issued a circular prohibiting its 
servants from attending the “Indian National Congress even as visitors. The 
Congress Committee paid the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor the graceful 
compliment of an invitation to the Congress. The invited guests returned the 
compliment by -declining themselves to attend and prohibiting all servants 
of the Government from attending. We question the correctness of this con- 
struction of the Government order. We doubt if it is intended to prohibit 
absolutely the attendance of Government servants at public meetings even as 
visitors. When, as in the Congress, there are arrangements to mark off the 
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visitors from those taking active part, there ought to be no objection. But Sir 
Charles Elliot apparently puts too wide a construction on the words of the 
order, as implying a prohibition in any case. We wonder why the Govern- 
ment should adopt such a suspicious attitude. The Congress is the best friend 
of the Government. It seeks to assist the Government to get a knowledge of its 
defects and shortcomings, and of the wishes of the people whom it governs. The 
Government ought therefore to take the Congress into its confidence instead of 
sullenly holding itself aloof from it. As regards the servants of Government, we 
know English practice is in support of the order made by the Government. But 
in a country like India, where the total educated body of the people is so.small, 
to prohibit Government servants from taking any part in popular movements is 
to take a large slice out of that useful body. Such a prohibition will have its 
Nemesis on the Government itself. It will deprive the movements of the staid 
counsel and experience of Government officers, and will thereby impair the effici- 
ency of those movements to give aid and advice to the Government. Further, 
the prohibition may deprive the Government of the services of some most 
eligible men who might fear to put their liberty in jeopardy, and might elect 
rather to remain independent and serve their country than have their mouths 
gagged and their movements clogged by the shackles of Government service. 
To our mind, the Government is pursuing a most short-sighted policy, and the 
sooner it rescinds its order about attendance at public meetings the better. The 
worst of such an order is that in the hands of unsympathetic and unscrupulous 
officers it is apt to be carried beyond its original intent. We have heard of 
secret circulars and private espionage terrorizing small Government officials. . 
Even Government Pleaders are laid under the embargo, and some of the pleaders 
are weak enough to quietly acquiesce in it. At the previous Congress at 
Calcutta, Lord Dufferin did the delegates the honour of inviting them to a party 
at Government House. At Madras, too, there was a Government House party, 
and some high officers of Government were present at the Congress. Under 
Lord Lansdowne’s régime Government are resolved upon following an austere 
policy of isolation and distrust. Wedo not think such a policy will add to their 
strength. ee 


11. The Subodh Patrika (18), in its issue of the 4th January, writes :—The 
Bengal Government will find a hard nut to crack in the resolution which the Indian 
National Congress has passed, condemning that Government for its circular prohi- 
biting all its officers from attending the Congress even as visitors or spectators. 
The Lieutenant-Governor, who is responsible for that circular, can only justify 
it on the ground that the Government of India has directed all public servants not 
to have anything to do with any political meetings. But that ground presents 
itself in the light of a sham pretext when it is remembered that European 
officers not only attend St. Andrew’s dinners, but also feel themselves at liberty 
to make with impunity political speeches and either abuse or ridicule the 
Congress. The Congress has done well to expose this affair, which discredits — 
Sir Charles Elliot's Government. | 


12. The Snehd Sindhu (128), in its issue of the 7th January, approves 

of the several resolutions passed at the last Social 

fo bir Lr * Fe Conference held at Calcutta on 28th ultimo, saying 
Fane ee pn en that it is more desirable to advise people to make 
a reform in their social customs from within rather 

than from without, and that Government interference would wound the 
religious feelings of the people.— The Gujardti (84), in its issue of the 4th 
January, approves of the resolutions, but adds that the delegates to this confer- 
ence were not elected at all and did not therefore represent any caste or city, 
that excepting half a dozen the so-called delegates took no interest in the pro- 
ceedings of the conference, that since the retirement of Raja Sir T. Madhav Réo 
the cause of social reform has much suffered, that the 10,000 persons wha 
have joined the conference are a very small portion of the population of 20 krors, 
and that the movement is not likely to exist long. 


13. The Poona Vaibhav (54), in its issue of the 4th January, has an article 

The Hindu social = on the Hindu reformers and their proposed reforms, . 
and their reforms’ in which it says:—The customs and practices which 
the so-called reformers of the present day are desirous 
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of introducing into the Hindu community, and the introduction of which is 
considered by many sensible men to be fraught with evil, were in ancient times 
widely in vogue among our people and were discontinued only by strenuous efforts 
and with much difficulty as they were found to produce very disastrous conse- 
quences. For instance, the habit of drinking intoxicating liquors which finds 
favour with the modern reformers. was formerly indulged in very extensively in 
this —— and was found to produce very pernicious effects % he society by 
its demoralising and degenerating influences. It had therefore to be extirpated 
and our ancestors had to struggle very hard to do it. Thousands of years 
elapsed before the evil habit was completely uprooted and we were reformed. 
Though there is no other country in the world which is at the present day so free 
from intemperance as India, yet, strange to say, the so-called educated men are 
forcing upon us this evil habit of drinking which obtains in unrefined countries. 
Remarriage of women is another reform that is recommended. It was much 
practised in India in ancient times, but seeing that it lessened the importance of 
the husband, lowered his status in the family, made his life somewhat precarious, 
created discord in the household, discouraged chastity, and in a way embittered. 
the pleasures of marital life, our ancestors put a stop to this practice also. 
Many other countries are trying their best to do away with it, but to no purpose, 
and yet our reformers are exerting themselves to revive it in India. This is 
very much to be deplored. The third reform is that of divorce, which was in 
fashion in olden times, but was found productive of much misery and heart- 
burning. It led men and women to lead an impure life, and had therefore to 
be done away with. There are many other evil practices which the so-called 
‘reformers are trying to introduce into our community under the misnomer of 
reform, and these we will treat of in a future issue. | | 


14. The Bakul (23), in its issue of the 4th January, refers to the remarks 
a made by Mr. L. R. Ashburner, formerly of the Bombay 
A libel against the Hindu Civil Service, on the moral character of Hindu widows, 
community and a suggestion. :, a a , 
to the Hindus in the matter, in an article on Hindu marriage laws contributed by 
ees | him to the National Review, and observes :—We do 
not say that all our women are perfectly pure, but it has been admitted 
even by Christian missionary bodies that very few nations match the Hindus 
in their morality. We ourselves are advocates of legislative interference 
in social matters, yet neither we nor any orthodox Hindus would like an 
exaggerated account of any good or evil practice existing in our society. The 
duty of defending Hindu women from attacks on their character rests on 
Hindu men, and the latter should without hesitation complain to Govern- 
ment against the silly aspersions cast by Mr. Ashburner on their women. If 
it be found difficult to take action against him in England, we implore our 
people to try to get his pension discontinued, which he receives out of the 
revenues collected from the hard-working people whom he has libelled, until he 
performs proper penance for the offence he has given. 


15. The Bomba Samdchdr (95), in its issue of the 9th January, exhorts 
the people of India to desist from signing a memorial 

An exhortation to the prepared by certain parties in England who condemn 
1 of 1 1 * befi. the opium trade with China as immoral, praying 
tion 8 a “a yo’ Government to discontinue poppy cultivation in India, 
China. stating that the abolition of the opium ‘trade would 
| confer no benefit on the people of China while India 
would be obliged to impose on herself a new tax to make up the present opium 
revenue, when her inability to submit herself to fresh taxation is an admitted 


fact. 


16. The Akhbdre Soddgar (93), in its issue of the 10th January, regrets 

that only four Native gentlemen should have been 

Last garden party at Gov. invited to the second garden party given by His 

— re Parel, and Excellency the Governor and Lady Harris at Govern- 

{ne Humber of Natives invited ent House, Parel, on the afternoon of the 8th instant, 

ee observing that under the administration of Lord Reay 

the leaders of the different Native communities were invited to such parties and 
con 1479—3 | 
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some of the Native ladies were also favoured with an invitation, and that the 
same rule should have been followed on the last occasion, which was, however, 
distinguished by the total absence of Native ladies. 


17. A correspondent of the Kaiser-t-Hind (87), in its issue of the 4th 


January, says that Mr. Lely, Collector and Agent 


His Excellency Lord Har- to His Excellency the Governor at Surat, has applied 
ris's gift of Rs. 200 for dis- 


Aut dd t ine poor the sum of Rs. 200 presented by His Excellency Lord 
— Guith » pe Harris during his recent visit to that city for distribu- 

tion amongst the poor, to providing a band that plays 
once a week in the public park, but that this use of his gift would not be liked 
by His Excellency, and recommends that as the people do not seem to appreciate 
the band it would be much better to distribute the sum among poor and destitute 
persons of the city or use it for other charitable objects. 


18. In an article, headed, Anarchy in the local Revenue Department or 
supersession of claims,“ the Jagadddarsh (37), in its 

*. bees ge 2 1 anne issue of the 4th January, writes: —At last our pre- 
— Ahmednagar, diction about the appointment of Mr. Ganesh Väman 


Bhingarkar as head clerk in supersession of the claims 
of Mr. Krishnäji Väsudev Joshi has been fulfilled. Mr. Bhingärkar belongs to 


the Registration Department and has very little knowledge of English, while 
Mr. Joshi, whose claims have been disregarded, has passed the Matriculation 
and the Lower and Higher Standard Examinations with credit and belongs to 
the department in which the vacancy occurred. We do not know why the 
Collector of Ahmednagar imports people from other departments and the Com- 
missioner sanctions their appointments. According to a Government resolu- 
tion Mr. Joshi’s claims are to be considered equal to those of a graduate in the 
department, and Government should have some respect for their resolution. We 
intend to change the direction of our complaints. Instead of further commenting 
on the injustice already done, we shall, with the help of a sure and certain. 
astronomical book, first predict the injustice likely to be done in making another 
appointment. We accordingly say that Mr. Vindyak Govind Karandikar, an 
employé in the Revenue Department, will be appointed Sub-Registrar in place 


of Mr. G. V. Deshmukh in supersession of the claims of several persons in the. 
Registration Department. 


19. A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdy (95) of the 5th J anuary, 
writing from Cochin, says that young female children 


of poor parents are purchased by prostitutes for the 
= —— 4 2 purpose of bringing them up to lead an immoral life like 
up to lead an immoral life. themselves after they are grown up, and when these 

purchasers are questioned about the object of the pur- 
chase they say that the children have been received simply through a charitable 


object. It would be well were Government to enquire into these questionable 
transactions and suppress the evil. 


20. The Snehd Sindhu (128), in its issue of the 2nd January, complains of 


frequent robberies being committed near the village 

A complaint against the of Haridla in the Matar Téluka of the Kaira District 
olice of taluka Matar, Kaira 12 5 
District, and says that several of these offences have been pur- 
posely omitted to be registered by the police, while 

sometimes the sufferers hesitate to lodge complaints lest the police may get 
offended. The Sindhu observes that on 2 before the last, several merchants 
who were going to Wadol were robbed at Haridla, regrets that though the 
Collector’s and the Police Superintendent’s camps were in close vicinity, Mr. 
Lakshmansing, the Chief Constable at Matar, omitted to make an inquiry into 


the matter, and requests the Superintendent of Police to bring the offenders 
to book. | 


Purchase of young female 


Part II.—Legislation. 


21. In alluding to the report that the Honourable Sir Andrew Scoble 


_ will, at the next meeting of the Imperial Legislati 
C ts on the Bill f 1 f 181 P —— 
2 cine the * consent Council, introduce a Bill raising the age of consent, 


the Bombay Samdchdér (95), in its issue of the 9th 
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January, says: — Those people of the Hindu community who object to the pass- 
ing of an enactment on the subject, not on a religious ground which is discarded 
by the leaders of that community, but on the plea that it would be better to 
bring round the ignorant portion of the community by explaining to them the 
actual benefits than to compel them by a legal enactment, ought to hasten to hold 
public meetings of their respective castes and to decide upon raising the age of 
consent, resolving to inflict social punishment on those who would go against 
this decision. If this is done before the passing of the Bill, it is likely that 
Government may withdraw the Bill, leaving the community to enforce the 
salutary resolution. [The Jaume Jamshed (109) and the Akhbdre Soddgar (93), 
in their respective issues of the same date, express approval of Sir Andrew 
Scoble’s Bill for raising the age of consent from ten to twelve and making the 
case of husbands with child-wives a non-cognizable offence. | 1 


PART III. Education. 


22. The Suryd Prakash (90), in its issue of the 3rd January, writes :— 
oo Though our contemporaries in Gujarät have with 
Suggestions in connection one voice raised an outcry for several years past for 
ae 8 * Uni. the nomination of deserving gentlemen in that province 
versity. Spee as Fellows of the Bombay University, no heed has been 
„ paid to their complaint either by the Chancellor or by 
the Vice-Chancellor of the University. There are many gentlemen in that pro- 
vince deserving of this honour who would take a disinterested, keen and active 
part in the advancement of education; but it is to be regretted that Gujarat is 
very meagrely represented in the Senate of the University. His Excellency the 
Governor, the Chancellor of the University, had, during his short period of admi- 
nistration, occasion to visit all the cities of Gujarat, and we have reason to 
believe that during His Lordship’s sojourn in those parts he came in contact 
with persons whom His Excellency may well nominate as Fellows. 


23. The Jame Jamshed (109), in its issue of the 6th January, says :—The 
RR professorial staff of Government Arts colleges is not 
1 fem now-a-days recruited with that care and caution which 
was taken in this matterin former days. Formerly 
experts in particular subjects were brought out from England to serve as 
Professors of their special studies in the Indian colleges, and the result of this 
system was that students taught by them received sound education. Now- 
a-days a college Professor is appointed to a chair without consideration as to his 
suitability for it, and is made to occupy different chairs by succession for alleged 
exigencies of the department, and the result is that students are not well 
instructed. It istherefore to be hoped that this censurable course will be given 
up and that able English graduates who have made special studies of particular 
subjects will be brought out from England to serve as Professors of their respective 
specialities, that they will never be transferred to the posts of Educational 
Inspectors and will be allowed to remain as Professors, due arrangements being 
made for their promotion according to the length of service. Unless this is done, 
Indian colleges will not improve and become model institutions. 


PART IV.— Rutlways. 2 


24. A correspondent of the Gujardti (84), in its issue of the 4th January, 
5 2 writes The mall aii, n ane a yg ee — 

i it ombay at 10 P. u. on Monday, the 22nd December, 
8 filled to its so al oct with National Congress 
delegates from the Bombay Presidency, and the North-West Provinces and other 
passengers. It is a pity that even when some persons had got their names 
registered and seats had been reserved for them they were put to serious incon- 
venience by their reserved compartments having been previously occupied by 
Europeans, who, when asked to vacate them by the guard in charge of the train 
and the station master at the Victoria Terminus, defied their authority and 
chuckled over their triumph in having successfully prevented Natives from 
obtaining what was their due. It is a still greater pity that after an express 
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some of the Native ladies were also favoured with an invitation, and that the 
same rule should have been followed on the last occasion, which was, however, 
distinguished by the total absence of Native ladies. 


17. A correspondent of the Kaiser-t-Hind (87), in its issue of the 4th 
January, says that Mr. Lely, Collector and Agent 
His Excellency Lord Har- to His Excellency the Governor at Surat, has applied 
ris’s gift cf Ra. 200 for dis. the sum of Rs. 200 presented by His Excellency Lord 
tribation amongst the Poor Harris during his recent visit to that city for distribu- 
— tion amongst the poor, to providing a band that plays 
once a week in the public park, but that this use of his gift would not be liked 
by His Excellency, and recommends that as the people do not seem to appreciate 
the band it would be much better to distribute the sum among poor and destitute 
persons of the city or use it for other charitable objects. 


18. In an article, headed, Anarchy in the local Revenue Department or 
supersession of claims,“ the Jagadddarsh (37), in its 


A complaint regarding ap-; | 13 ' 
ee in the Revenue issue of the 4th January, writes :—At last our pre 


diction about the appointment of Mr.Ganesh Vaman 
partm h 
e Bhingärkar as head clerk in supersession of the claims 


of Mr. Krishna ji Vasudev Joshi has been fulfilled. Mr. Bhingärkar belongs to 
the Registration Department and has very little knowledge of English, while 
Mr. Joshi, whose claims have been disregarded, has passed the Matriculation 
and the Lower and Higher Standard Examinations with credit and belongs to 
the department in which the vacancy occurred. We do not know why the 
Collector of Ahmednagar imports people from other departments and the Com- 
missioner sanctions their appointments. According to a Government. resolu- 
tion Mr. Joshi’s claims are to be considered equal to those of a graduate in the 
department, and Government should have some respect for their resolution. We 
intend to change the direction of our complaints. Instead of further commentin 
on the injustice already done, we shall, with the help of a sure and certain. 
astronomical book, first predict the injustice likely to be done in making another 
appointment. We accordingly say that Mr. Vindyak Govind Karandikar, an 
employé in the Revenue Department, will be appointed Sub-Registrar in place 
of Mr. G. V. Deshmukh in supersession of the claims of several persons in the. 
Registration Department. 


19. A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (95) of the 5th J anuary, 
writing from Cochin, says that young female children 

Purchase of young female of poor parents are purchased by prostitutes for the 
children of poor parents by purpose of bringing them up to lead an immoral life like 


itutes for bringing th 
8 an immoral life themselves after they are grown up, and when these 


purchasers are questioned about the object of the pur- 
chase they say that the children have been received simply through a charitable 
object. It would be well were Government to enquire into these questionable: 
transactions and suppress the evil. ; 


20. The Snehd Sindhu (128), in its issue of the 2nd January, complains of 


frequent robberies being committed near the village 

4 1 Mo ee Oe of Hariala in the Matar Taluka of the Kaira, District, 
Distriet. agandſ says that several of these offences have been pur- 
posely omitted to be registered by the police, while 

sometimes the sufferers hesitate to lodge complaints lest the police may get 
offended. The Sindhu observes that on n before the last, several merchants 
who were going to Wadol were robbed at Hariäla, regrets that though the 
Collector's and the Police Superintendent's camps were in close vicinity, Mr. 
La kshmansing, the Chief Constable at Mätar, omitted to make an inquiry into 
the matter, and requests the Superintendent of Police to bring the offenders 


to book. 
PART II. Legislation. 


21. In alluding to the report that the Honourable Sir Andrew Scoble 
will, at the next meeting of the Imperial Legislative 
Council, introduce a Bill raising the age of consent, 
the Bombay Samdchdr (95), in its issue of the 9th 


Comments on the Bill for 
ra ising the age of consent. 
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January, says: — Those people of the Hindu community who object to the pass- 
ing of an enactment on the subject, not on a religious ground which is discarded 
by the leaders of that community, but on the plea that it would be better to 
bring round the ignorant portion of the community by explaining to them the 
actual benefits than to compel them by a legal enactment, ought to hasten to hold 
public meetings of their respective castes and to decide upon raising the age of 
consent, resolving to inflict social punishment on those who would go against 
this decision. If this is done before the passing of the Bill, it is likely that 
Government may withdraw the Bill, leaving the community to enforce the 
salutary resolution. [The ame Jamshed (109) and the Akhbare Soddgar (93), 
in their respective issues of the same date, express approval of Sir Andrew 
Scoble’s Bill for raising the age of consent from ten to twelve and making the 
ease of husbands with child-wives a non-cognizable offence. | 1 


Parr III. Education. 


22. The Suryd Prakdsh (90), in its issue of the 3rd January, writes:. 
3 Though our contemporaries in Gujarét have with 
Suggestions in connection one voice raised an outcry for several years past for 
von, a al ths Beaks * Uni. the nomination of deserving gentlemen in that province 
versity. oe as Fellows of the Bombay University, no heed has been 
aoe paid to their complaint either by the Chancellor or by 
the Vice-Chancellor of the University. There are many gentlemen in that pro- 
vince deserving of this honour who would take a disinterested, keen and active 
part in the advancement of education; but it is to be regretted that Gujarat is 
very meagrely represented in the Senate of the University. His Excellency the 
Governor, the Chancellor of the University, had, during his short period of admi- 
nistration, occasion to visit all the cities of Gujarat, and we have reason to 
believe that during His Lordship’s sojourn in those parts he came in contact 
with persons whom His Excellency may well nominate as Fellows. 


23. The Jame Jamsked (109), in its issue of the 6th January, says :—The 
1 professorial staff of Government Arts colleges is not 
1 rs now-a-days recruited with that care and caution which 
was taken in this matter in former days. Formerly 
experts in particular subjects were brought out from England to serve as 
Professors of their special studies in the Indian colleges, and the result of this 
system was that students taught by them received sound education. Now- 
a-days a college Professor is appointed to a chair without consideration as to his 
suitability for it, and is made to occupy different chairs by succession for alleged 
exigencies of the department, and the result is that students are not well 
instructed. It istherefore to be hoped that this censurable course will be given 
up and that able English graduates who have made special studies of particular 
subjects will be brought out from England to serve as Professors of their respective 
specialities, that they will never be transferred to the posts of Educational 
Inspectors and will be allowed to remain as Professors, due arrangements being 
made for their promotion according to the length of service. Unless thisis done, 
Indian colleges will not improve and become model institutions. 


Part IV.— Railways. 2— 


24. A correspondent of the Gujardti (84), in its issue of the 4th January, 

a — * e 80 5 e e 1 — — en 08 

i it ombay at 10 P. u. on Monday, the 22nd December, 
* filled to its utmost 1 with National Congress 
delegates from the Bombay Presidency, and the North-West Provinces and other 
passengers. It is a pity that even when some persons had got their names 
registered and seats had been reserved for them they were put to serious incon- 
venience by their reserved compartments having been previously occupied by 
Europeans, who, when asked to vacate them by the guard in charge of the train 
and the station master at the Victoria Terminus, defied their authority and 
chuckled over their triumph in having successfully prevented Natives from 
obtaining what was their due. It is a still greater pity that after an express 
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romise was given by the guard that the aggrieved parties would be provided 
with A kr Toy at Kalyän it was shamelessly broken, and they were 
compelled to shift for themselves without being allowed room for sitting with 
comfort. The Europeans stretched themselves at their whole length and had the 
rare impudence to ask the insulted gentlemen whether they had not yet been 
accommodated by the Railway Company. Those who were thus treated with the 
connivance of the responsible railway officials are respectable 1.3 ny and I 
have grounds to believe that the mattor will not be allowed to be quietly 
dropped. I have no doubt that if the aggrieved parties had been Europeans and 
the offenders Natives, the latter would have been dragged out of. the carriage 
by the officers of the Railway Company. The railway authorities knew from 
Monday: morning that the pressure on their carriage accommodation was very 
t, and it was scandalous that accommodation should have been insufficient, 
to the great inconvenience and annoyance of all classes of passengers. 


PART V.—Municipalities. 


25. The Bombay Samdchdr (95) and the Jdme Jamshed (109), in their 
respective issues of the 10th January, severely con- 
Condemnation of the demn the decision of the Municipal Corporation of 
3 * . * n Bombay by a majority of thirty-three to twenty-two, 
Sante n er ume pal Cor. to raise the duty on grain from two to four annas per 
poration of Bombay. 1 
candy as a heavy burden on the poor people, and 
exhort the rate-payers as well as the public of Bombay to express their opinion 
on the subject at a public meeting held for the purpose. | 


Part VI.—WNative States. 


26. The Bombay Samachar (95) and the Jdme Jamshed (109), in their 

issues of the 7th and 9th January, consider the reply 

Government reply to the of the Bombay Government to the memorial from the 

— ¢ — : me 2 committee for the relief of the Cambay sufferers on 

with the Cambay sufferers the subject of misgovernment in Cambay to be not 

disapproved. satisfactory, and approve of the said committee’s reso- 
lution to take further steps in the matter. 


27. The Rdjyabhakta (121), in its issue of the 6th January, recommends 

me Government either to abolish the Political Agency in 

A suggestion fo Govern Kéthidwér, placing the province under the direct 
Agent's Department, Kéthig- control of the High Court and the Political Depart- 
war. ment of the Secretariat at Bombay, or to restrict the 
powers of the Political Agent and his Assistants. 

The Assistants, adds the paper, should be transferred every five years. Several 
important reforms, such as the appointment of a Civilian as Political Agent and 
the transfer of several Assistants, were carried out during the régime of Lord 
Reay, and if Mr. Lely had remained for a longer period as Acting Political Agent 
the expenses of the department would have been curtailed and much benefit 
would have accrued. It was not necessary to create the post of the Prant Officer 
and to incur thereby additional expense, and it is to be hoped that this office will 
be a temporary one. ) 


G. M. SA’'THE’, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
| New Secretariat, Bombay, | 

Office of the Reporter on the Vative Press, 
13th January 1891. 
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CONFIDENTIAL}. No. 3 or 1891. 


REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


For the Week ending 17th January 1891. 


Inst of Newspapers and Periodicals 


No. | Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. oSumber of 
ENGLISH. | 
1 | The Bombay East Indian ... n. Bombay „ „ 420 
9 „ Indian Spectator... in ee “aa ao 46 „ ii 1,000 
3 „ K&thidwdr Times „ »; on err eS 
4 „ Mahratta .. 905 oss ees »-| Poona . 500 Weekly eae 400 
5 „ Phoenix Karachi os . Bi-weekly i 410 
6 „ Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Särva- 
_ Janik Sabha . 6 eee Quarterly “a 800 
7 „ Sind Times . «Karachi „„ * me 250 
ANdLO-MARATEI. 


g | The Amba Lahari eee eee «e+ Poona... eee Weekly . 


J bf ee 
10 „ Din Bandhu... ..- ... Bombay ee 1,550 
11 „ Dnyän Chakshu .. oes see . Poona, ee | Doo. es 1,200 
12 „ Dmydnoday& ... so. ee .. Bombay sa 6 375 
13 99 Dn an Prakash . eee 9 00 ore Poona ee 900 Bi-Weekl eee 450 
14 72 Indu Prakäs .., vee coe vee Bombay eve . Weekly es 0 925 
15 „ Jagad-hitechchhu aii ... Poona .., „„ ee a gg 4,125 
16 „ Native Opinion . Bombay .. Bi- Weekly = 600 
17 99 Prabhakar rr eee 920 eee Do. eee ee Daily si 350 
18 99 Subodh Patrika eee eee ece eee Do. eee we Weekly eee ee 965 
19 „ Sudhärak a ee ee OO . ĩðâ 2,565 
20 99 Vartahar eee 6 0 eee eee eee Bombay eee ee Do. es eee 1,325 
MaRATHI. 
21 {| The Arunodaya& a. ooo . Thänaa . Weekly . os 600 
22 99 A'ryavart eee eee eee eee Dhuhia... eee eee Do. 920 eee 200 
23 77 Bakul aaa eco eee eee Ratnãgiri eee Gee Do. eee eee 450 


24 9 Belgaum Samächär eee eee eee Belgaum e * 
95 „ Bhämini Prakash me Geren od ee ae iss 
26 99 Chandanshu ece eee eee eee Tasgaon eee 8 Do. aaa wis 110 


97 9 Chikitsak eee eee eee 52 11 220 eee Do, eee ae 390 
98 77 Chitra pta 2 00 eee eee Karad .. 066 eee Do. ae wee 100 
99 „ Daivadnya — Bombay wee Monthly 5 300 


30 „ Dakshin Vritt ... 18 eee J Rolhdpur = . „. Weekly . 


K ͤ—U— ᷣ — . „ „ 4 oy 
32 9 Dnyan Sagar eee eee eee @ee Kolhapur eee @ee Do. eee eee 315 
33 1 Gan Lahari eee eee eee gee Nasik eee eee 00 Do. eee 000 100 
34 99 Hin u Punch eee eee 9 20 eee Thana eee 9200 onal Do. ear eee 700 
$5 9 Hitechchhu ee ere gee Bijapur eee dee Do. eee 600 85 
36 [„ Holkar Sarkär — ee + on. ae . 403 
37 99 Jagadadarsh eee eee 900 eee Ahmednagar 6 00 eee Do. ece eee 392 
38 57 Jagan Mitra eee eee eee eee Ratnägiri „„ . eee Do. eee eee 160 
Cc 265 
40 „ Kannada Punch — — Bãgalkot — N a . 225 
41 99 Karmanuk eee eee eee eee] POONA... 000 eee Do. 900 mail 1,000 
42 „ Kärwär Samachar cco = eves woe | MWh : eee ee 200 
43 50 Kesari ada eee eee Poona eee 90 0 eee Do. eee ece 4,300 
44 „ Kh&ndesh Chitragupta ... * Dhulia 6 „ Ä W 75 
45 70 Khandesh Vaibhav eee 900 000 Do. eee YY ee Do. 000 YY) 125 
46 99 Mahäräshtra Kokil eee — eee Satara... eee 0 Monthly eee eee 279 
47 Mahérdéshtra Mitra eee eee YY) Do. eee eee eee | Weekly ry) eee 250 
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Mara THI—continued. 


The Mahäräshträ Vritt * 


L 
99 
99 
9? 
99 
99 
99 


oe 


99 
99 
99 
99 
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99 
99 
99 
L 
99 
L 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
L 


99 
99 
2? 


em bi oe as 
Nésik Vritt wen one 
Nydy& Sindhu ... eee 
Pandhari Mitra , one 
Poona Vaibhav ... ide 
Prabodh Chandri aa 
Prabodh Ratna ... see 
Pratod ... 


Pune Sérvajanik Sabhechen Mäsik 


Pustak cee 
Raéghava Bhushana 
Ramdas .., see see 
Ratnéakar .. ie 
Satya Shodhak ... oe 
Saty& Sadan ‘os 
Sholépur Samachér__... 
Shri Shiväji 500 


Shubh Suchak ... 2 
Sudhäkar 

Sumant and Satyn Sudha 
Suryoday ). ove 


Vanapriya... oe eee 
Vengurla Vritt ... ees 
Vidushak .. ose oes 
Vidya Vilds or sve 
Vijay —s owe eee 
Vividh Dny4n Vistar... 
Vrittadhara 520 se 
Vrittamala eee eee 


Vrittas är 


80 Vritt Sudha... 
„ Vyäpärottejak 
ANGLO-GUJARA TI, 
The Din Mani... “a 
„ Dnyän Sudha a 
„ Gujarat Darpan .. = 
„ Gujarati... 15 ss 
75 Gujarat Mitra’... ‘a 
„ Hitechchhu ine ove 
” Kaiser-i- Hind eee eee 
„ Rast Goftar ses saa 
„ Surat Akhbar... wis 
„ saryd Prakäs ... ine 
— Gusara'ti. 
The Ahmedabad Times 
99 Ajab ee 2% 


Akhbére Sodägar * 
A'ry& Dharm Prak4sh ... 
Bombay Samächär . 
Broach Mitra eee 220 


Broach Samächür oe 


Buddhi Prak4sh ... 


Chänax .c. oe a 
Deshi Mitra 8 me 
Dny4noday& 5 RG 
3 Vardhak 00 
Fursad bac a 
Gap Sa mal as 
Gateks ak . iia 
Gul Afshän 2 

Hindi Punch . 
Hindusthän 8 
J&me Jamshed 

Kaira Khetiwädi Patra 
Kaira Vartamén .. 4 
Käside Mumbai ... vee 
Kuthidwdr Times * 
F 
Madhamäkh eee eee 
Madhur Vachan ... 20 
Nure Elam eco See 
Nydyadarshak saan 
Parsi Tikékér  ... 10 
Praja Mata 


————.: 


Samsher. B4hddur 


„ Broach..: 40 
ee Ahmedabad 0 
„Ia 


ee Wai eee eee 
.| Ahmednagar ... 
Nisik eee eee 
Ahmednagar ... 
Pandharpur ... 
Poona... 500 
Jalgaon ees 
Barvi ... ose 
Islampur __a.. 
Poona ... 500 

| Yeola ... eee 
.| Bijapur see 
| Kaladgi cee 
„ Ratnägiri ise 
..| Alibag... 560 
..| Sholãpur 
„ Poona „ ea 
..| DAtara ... és 
. ., eee 
. Karwar se 
„ Lhana... ie 
. Chikodi ie 
..| Vengurla pee 
„ Karad .. jaa 
4 Kolh4pur eee 
.. Shähä put 
Bombay aoe 
oof DMEP icc 90 
[Satära. . 1 
0 0 Wai eee 
..| Satara .. wé 
° Bombay dee 


...| Bombay ; 
Surat ais 
.| Ahmedabad ... 
Bombay eve 
Do. on 
Surat wei 
Do. 10 
Ahmedabad 
occ] Surat * 
. Bombay ose 
i Do. 4 
és Do. ae 
e.-| Broach re 
@ee Do. @@ 
...| Ahmedabad ... 
333 
C 
„ Broach 5 
Bombay vee 
Do. . 
Do. W 
Do. 3 
Do. i eee 
..| Ahmedabad ... 
Bombay = 
.| Nadiad — 
.| Kaira. uals 
.| Bombay ons 
..| Rajkot 15 
Baroda 0 
Jundgad see 
Bombay 4 
ci Grae 
| Ahmedabad ... 
.| Bombay ‘i 
.| Ahmedabad ... 
Bombay APO 
| Ahmedabad aie 


ae = 

Edition 
Weekly 
Do. ' ae 
Do. vee 
ae 
Do. ee 
„ 
4 
8 
. 
Do. 


° Monthly ee 


Weekly .. 


ae ee 
ae 
PK tee 
aa 
aa GN 
Do. ‘ 
Do. ees 
Do. 
Fortnightly 
Weekly ... 
ee 
mi: ee 
Dak ae 
Monthly ... 
Weekly 
Do. ee 
Do. 
Do. 


7 Fortnightiy 


...| Weekly 
Fortnightly 


sa Bi-weekly 
Weekly 


. 
„ 


a Fortni ghtly 

„ Weekly 
: Weekly son 
Weekly. 


No. Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication. Edition. PR nny — 
| GusaRA'TI,—continued. 
123 The Sat ya Mitru 500 eee eee eee Bombay 900 eee Weekl Pry) eee 400 
124 77 Satya vakta eee ece eee 00 Do. Gee Ge O. . 600 bee 1,100 
125 * Satyodaya eee eee eee Gee Dohad xT) eee eee Do. +o? eee 73 
126 „ Saurashtra Darpan soe eee Junũgad eee Monthly... * 398 
127 9 Shrimäli Shubhechchhak eee 00 Jamnagar eee 000 0. 900 eee 250 
128 ” Sneha Sindhu 0 eee eee eee Kaira eee eve eee Weekl eee soul 400 
129 9 Stri Bodh... eee eee eee bee Bombay 900 eee Mon 5 eee bee 588 
130 9 Stri Mitra 900 eee eee See Do. 900 eee Do. eee eee 697 
131 5 Svadesh Bandhu ... eco eee %% Mahudha eee Gee Weekl eee PTY) 200 
132 99 Svadesh Vatsal eee cece eee eee Ahmedabad eee eee Mon Y ove eee 493 
133 9 Udichya Hitechchhu Pati ece eee Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 550 
134 99 Vidny4n Vilds eee eee 900 eee R&jkot ece 000 : Do. eee eee 733 
135 , Vidya Kalpalatika cco „„ „nner cg e MOrtmightly =...) nee 
136 99 Vidya Mitra eee eee eee 6 0 Bombay „ „ Mon y eee 450 
ANGLO-Ka’NARESE, | 
137 The Kannada Suvarte.e 900 %% ». Bombay eee eee Weekly 900 eee 800 
| Ka'NARESE, 
138 The Chandrodayi eee eee eee eee Dhärwär eee 900 Weekly eve Gee 180 
139 9 Karnftak Patra eee 2 00 eee 6 00 Do. 6 00 * . Do. eee 600 320 
140 9 Lok Bandhu eee eee eee Gee Do. eee ee eee Do. eee ace 150 
141 9 Rasik Ranjini ee eee TY) dee Gadag eee eco ee Do. 000 eee 308 
142 99 Satya Vritt ece ece are @ee Do. eee we Do. eee eee 260 
Manra’tH1 AND Ka'NARESE. | 
143 | The Shri Siddheshvar 4444. Bägalkot . . Week ly ae 1 
HINDl. 
ö 
144 | The Bhérata Bhrata ... eee ose ...| Rewäh. , 901 0 Fortnightly a 367 
„„ . ose = SOOM ce te sus] WOE st 100 
146 | ,, Natnaprakäsh Ratlim ... . . Ratldm V 65 
Ane6Lo- URDU. 
147 The Mahomedan Herald ...0 a Bombay „Weekly . 300 
Urpv. | 
148 |The Akhbäre Ratan Prakésh Ratläm J Ratlam . Weekly 33 
149 „ Charkhäri Akhbar ma ..| Rew&h „„ „ 21 
150 „ Dhär State Gazette Dhär | Weekly ... a. 270 
151 „ Eh-ti-shamul Akhbar Jhowra ... Jhowra a ses 64 
152 „ Gwalior Gazette ...| Gwalior et 850 
153 „ Kushful Akhbér... ... ©. . Bombay —— ee 200 
PERSIAN. 
154 The Iklil eee eee eee eee eee Karachi eee @ee Weekly eee eee 160 
Ene isn, MARA“THI AND HINDI. 
155 The Pandit eee eee eee eee Gee Bombay eee @ee Weekly eee Gee 1,075 
Ene isa, Mara'THI AND GUJABA'TI. 
156 The Baroda Vatsal 2 00 eee eee eee Baroda 000 2 60 Weekly eee 900 925 
SINDI- 
157 | The Méawin-i-Majma-i-Mahammadi Karachi ee ost WOMEN as 360 
158 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m 0 00 eee eee ee Do. eee eee Do. 900 ee 990 
159 9 Sind Sudhär 2 00 9 00 ee ee Do, eee eee Do. eee ry} 650 
ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. | 
160 O — — eee oes eee eee Bombay eee eee Weekly eee eee 1,500 
161 | The oras Vagas eee — eee eee Do. eee 9 00 Do. „ * eee 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the body of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


© The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay 2 One peculiar feature of this system is that when the long a (Al. 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(H = 4 in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, as in Arunodaya or the well known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—d. 
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5 
Part ].—Politics and the Public Administration. 


1. The Bombay Samdchdr (95), in its issue of the 12th January, contains 
3 a paragraph stating :—lIt is said that several Pandits 
8 rr prediction by some and Brähmans have predicted that the British rule in 
don of Bet 1 India India will cease with the close of the 19th century and 
at the close of the 19th that the government of the country will pass into the 
century. hands of the Hindus. These simpletons also say that 
since the Indian Empire is destined to go into the 

hands of the Hindus, they need not act in harmony with the Mahomedans. 


2. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 11th January, writes :—The Gov- 
ernment of Sir Charles Elliot has certainly taken 
The Indian National Con. à very injudicious step in issuing a circular prohi- 
ge and the circular issued iting the public servants in Calcutta and its suburbs 
y the Bengal Government f ‘ ‘ : 
prohibiting its servants from from attending the Indian National Congress even as 
attending ita meetings. visitors. Whatever may be the motives of the Govern- 
, ment of India in issuing their circular, we are not 
inclined to go deep intothe question, but it is certainly much to be regretted that the 
Bengal Government should have interpreted the circular of the Supreme Govern- 
ment in a way uncharitable and discouraging to the great Indian cause. The 
circular of the Bengal Government and the letter of His Honor’s Private Secretary 
to the Secretary of the Reception Committee of the Congress are indeed epoch- 
making documents, inasmuch as they unmistakably tell the people at large in 
what attitude the Anglo-Indian officials in general stand towards this movement of 
the Indian people, and what help and encouragement can be expected from them 
in the honest endeavours of the people to assist the Government in making the 
British rule in India more beneficial to the people and more lasting by securing 
for them a sufficiently wide scope for the full realization of the legitimate 
aspirations which the rulers have produced in the people of India by bringing 
them in touch with Western civilization. The last Congress has done well in 
authorizing its President to submit a petition to the Most Honourable the Marquis 
of Lansdowne. We fervently hope that His Lordship will not fail to give due 
consideration to what the people say. We should, however, be pardoned if we 
observe that it is not likely that the National Congress will at this stage of 
affairs and under the existing circumstances receive any sympathy from the 
bureaucratic element. This very fact is not without its advantages to the 
people, for they will then learn to be always cautious and moderate in their 
demands and will cling fast to their own views and try for success. : 


3. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 11th January, writes :— 
The Poona Särvajanik Sabha has done well in for- 
Memorial of the Poona warding a memorial to the Government of India, 
83228 gg * — pressing upon it the advisability of doing away with 
— enn or satan? the enhancement in the duty on salt. It is quite 
timely; for this is the time for the preparation of the 
annual Budget. With the improvement in exchange, the general prosperous 
condition of the other less objectionable sources of revenue, and the decrease in 
the expenditure on Burmah, there is absolutely no excuse for the retention of the 
increased rate. We hope the Finance Minister will have the courage to give the 
much-needed relief. The question of the income-tax also requires consideration. 
While not recommending its abolition, as it is the only way of touching 
the pockets of our highly paid officers, rich merchants and professional men, it 
seems advisable that the minimum of taxable income should be raised to 
Rs. 1, 000. If this is done and the salt-duty reduced, the Government will earn 
the gratitude of the country without inflicting a serious loss on the _treasury. 
Had the finances been still in the position in which they were a couple of 
years ago, the people would not have asked for this remission. The return of 
prosperous condition emboldens them to do so, and we hope their prayers will 
not be rejected. | 


4. The Bombay Samdchdr (95), in its issue of the 12th, and the Jame 
Jamshed (109), in that of the 13th January, express complete approval of the 
above-mentioned memorial praying for a reduction in the duty on salt from 
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Rs. 2-8-0 to Rs. 2 a maund, observe that the arguments set forth in the memorial 
in support of the prayer are sound and incontrovertible, and express a hope 
that the reduction prayed for will be made at the time of making the Budget 
arrangements for the next year. 
5. The Bharat Bhrdta (144), in its issue of the 6th January, says: — The 
1 Pandits of Nuddea having discovered bones of cows, 
3 L. K. zt bullocks and other animals in the salt coming from 
5 other countries, consider it improper to use this salt. 
But how can the use of this condiment be foregone when there is a prohibition 
to manufacture it at home? For this very reason the Hindu law-givers have 
prohibited the use of foreign eatables. If one looks about him he finds in almost 
all foreign. provisions some objectionable substance or other, the use of which is 


prohibited to Hindus as well as Mahomedans. There seems, however, no way of 


escaping this contamination, and it is but meet that all articles of consumption 
should be used after repeating the name of God. 


6. The Belgawm Samichdr (24), in its issue of the 12th January, refers 

to the recent acquittal by the Sessions Court at 
„ Alleged high-handed and Belgaum of two persons, one of whom was charged 
ee al action of Mr. Kelkar, with forgery and the other with abetment of same 

ubordinate Judge at Saun- 

dati, Belgaum District, offence, and requests the Bombay High Court to take 
| notice of the conduct of Mr. Kelkar, Subordinate 

Judge of Saundatti, who, in a case before him, suspected the two accused of 
having committed the offence and kept them in the custody of his Nazir for 
several days instead of sending them at once, as he had power to do, to take 
their trial before a Magistrate, and thus himself exercised for a short time the 
powers of a Magistrate. It would be dangerous, observes the paper, for any 
person to go to a Civil Court if magisterial proceedings were to be carried on 


there in such a high-handed manner. 


7. While writing about a case of dacoity committed at Ojivade, recently 
tried before the Sessions Judge, Thana, the Din Bandhu 
Comments on the verdict (10), in its issue of the 11th January, observes :—Eight 
of a jury in a dacoity case of the accused in this case were sentenced each to seven 
recently tried in the Thana ** a ’ 
ne years’ imprisonment, four to five years’ and five to three 
years’ each. The evidence in the case plainly showed 
that there were only nine or ten persons who committed the dacoity. Seeing that 
several of the accused were sentenced though there was no valid evidence against 
them, many persons are surprised with the verdict of the jury. We are certain 
that if the High Court looked into the papers of the case, several innocent 
persons involved in it would get justice. But the difficulty is about the High 
Court looking over the papers. From the action of the jury it appeared that if 
the jury had consisted entirely of Brahman jurors they would not have failed to 
convict all the accused indiscriminately. The Sessions Judge summed up and 
explained the case to the jury excellently, and if the latter had given its 
verdict in the light of the Judge’s explanation very few of the accused would 
have been convicted; but unfortunately for the accused it did not do so. 


8. The same newspaper says :— We congratulate Mr. Hormasji Dadäbhäi on 

his appointment as the Fourth Judge of the Bombay 

Approval of the appoint- Small Causes Court, a post which he very much 
Darren should have been bestowed upon 
, e Fae 8 him long ago. As to his fitness for the post there 
can be no question. We consider this appointment 

to be the best that could have been made; but we understand that he has 
been appointed sub. pro-tem. We hope the question of his age will not come 


in his way and vais aad him for the post which he has temporarily filled so 


often. 


9. The Pandit (155), in its issue of the 12th Deeember, states :-—Though. 
there is a regulation and an order has been promulgated 

Com plaint about Native in the Bombay Presidency that a Native military 
military officers not being officer should be pensioned off on the completion of 32 
years’ service, no attention is paid to them either by the 
commanding officers of Native regiments or at the 


pensioned off on completion 
of 32 years’ service. 
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Army Head-quarters. There can be no objection to an extension of service being 
sanctioned in the case of an officer who has completed his service and has a claim 
to the honour of the Order of British India; but no extension ought to be granted 
without such special reason, as the claims of the officer next below him are 
prejudiced thereby. In some eases there exists spite between these two officers, 
and the former, with a view to satisfy it, gains the favour of the commanding 
officer, obtaining for himself an extension of service and inflicting’ pecuniary 
loss on the latter. It is to be hoped that this complaint will receive due 
attention from His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. | ) 


10. In alluding to the case of glandered horses that was recently decided 

‘ by the Second Presidency Magistrate, Bombay, the 
re we ho a Payee ea Jéme Jamshed (109), in its issue of the 13th January, 
0 glandered . 5 N 
e states that ignorance as to the contagious and danger- 
ous character of this malady widely prevails among 

Native dealers and owners of horses, and that for the safety of men and horses it 
is dèesirable that a notification in the different vernaculars describing the real 
character of the malady and the law about it should be issued by Government 


for the information of the public. 


Part II. Legislation. 


11. The Indu Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 12th January, writes :—The 
Remarks on the Age of Con- 28¢ Of consent question is coming to a head. The 
sent Bill and the speeches agitation of the last two years is showing its first 
made at its first reading in fruit. The Government of India has introduced into 
the Viceregal Legislative the Supreme Legislative Council its long expected 
— Bill to amend Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code. 
The amendment proposed is very well guarded, and onght to silence all opposi- 
tion. It is intended to extend the benefit of the present law up to twelve years 
in the cases of both married and unmarried girls, but in the case of married 
girls the offence by the husband will be non-cognizable. This safeguard ought 
to remove all fear of police interference. In fact, we have never considered 
the fears real, but all ground for them will be removed now that the law 
expressly proposes to make direct police intervention impossible. The Honour- 
able Mr. Scoble is careful to point out that the proposed law creates no new 
offence. What the act is intended to provide against is already an offence under 
one or other of the sections of the Indian Penal Code. Further, the law will affect 
all communities. It has a twofold object, viz., to protect girls from immature 
prostitution and from premature cohabitation.’”’ As to the first, we may take 
it, not a word of opposition will be raised anywhere. It is only the second that 
will excite the ire of a certain section of the Hindu community. Both the 
Honourable Mr. Scoble and His Excellency the Viceroy put the case fon the 
law very strongly. The proposal is made under express instructions from the 
Secretary of State, and is the result of a conviction induced not only by the 
agitation of the Indian press and Indian memorials, but by the intercession of 
influential ladies and gentlemenin England. Brought forth under such auspices 
there is every chance that the Bill will become law in a few weeks. Opposition 
there will be, and Government cannot but be prepared for it. All the machinery 
of public agitation will be set in motion. Government will be overwhelmed with 
telegrams, memorials, and perhaps deputations. But let the Government be 
firm in its righteous resolve. There was no lack of opposition when the Govern- 
ment carried the Remarriage Act of 1856.. The present agitation is still more 
factitious and ignorant. There is in this case not even the semblance of a cause 
for all the righteous indignation that-will be spent upon it. As the Honourable 
Mr. Scoble has truly pointed out, the Hindu Shdstras themselves prohibit co- 
habitation with severe penalties. There is only a stupid custom, or rather 
practice prevailing in certain parts, which has no title to be respected,. that the 
law will interfere with. There is no interference with Hindu religion rightly 
so-called, and as to social customs, Government need not be particular about 
respecting them when they are distinctly inhuman or hurtful. The present 
measure is.such as the Government is fully justified. in enacting. What its 
merits will be in its practical operation we cannot say at this stage. We 
believe that it will do some good. In any case, it will be thoroughly harmless. 
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However insigniflcant an amount of good it may do, we would desire the Bill 
to pass, if for nothing else, at least as a protest against the prevailing ignorant 
superstition about State interference. The Bill is valuable now, in our view, 
more as representing a principle than for its intrinsic merits. It represents 
the cause of reform. Its rejection or withdrawal will mean the triumph of the 
arty of anti-reform, and will throw back the cause of reform at least fora 
. N We earnestly trust, therefore, that the Bill introduced into the Council 
last Friday will pass into law. 
12. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 11th January, writes: — 
Sir Andrew Scoble appears to have done his utmost to disarm criticism, and His 
Excellency Lord Lansdowne to have done something more. Mr. Nulkar, the 
eminent Maratha Brähman member, seems to have stood up for the Bill man- 
fully. The only opponent in Council up to this time appears to be Sir Romesh 
Chunder Mitter, the Bengal member. He has been largely anticipated by Sir 
Andrew, and answered both by Mr. Nulkar and His Excellency the Viceroy. It 
is hardly worth while examining Sir R. Mitter’s objections in these columns; 
they have been fully met so often and in so many places. The one answer that 
would meet all legitimate objections is that if no abuse of the law has arisen 
from Government having voluntarily fixed the limit of age at ten, there ought 
to be less than none of the abuse apprehended when the limit is raised to twelve. 
Besides, it may now be seen that in one important respect the law is going to be. 
made more lenient than before. The amendment concerns both Europeans and 
Natives, as the honourable mover of the Bill explained on Friday. It has been 
fully approved of by the European press, who, in fact, have declared fora 
higher limit. The Native press, as a whole, including orthodox writers, has 
accepted the measure. Let us now see what reception it has in its present more 
acceptable form. It may be repeated that the Government of India have tried 
to make it universally acceptable in India. We have nothing to say against 
this course. Wedonot want a vindictive law, however anxious we may be that 
it should vindicate the rights and liberties of the subjects. 


13. The Gujardt Darpan (83), in its issue of the 15th January, writes :— 
The interpretations of a certain commentator, who is an authority in Bengal, 
gave Sir Romesh Mitter grounds for protesting against the Bill. But with all 
his learning he could make out a very feeble case for his clients. The failure of 
such a great man as Sir Romesh to establish a case is justification enough for 
the Bill. About discontent and all that sort of things which Sir Mitter put 
forward to scare the Government, he may be right to a small extent as far as 
Bengal is concerned; but as regards the other provinces of the Empire, the 
Bill will meet with no great opposition there. For Gujardt we can affirm with 
certainty that consummation after the age of twelve is the rule and under that 
age the exception. No people in their senses, therefore, can take any objection 
to a measure which gives an authoritative sanction to a custom already prevail- 
ing. It was therefore with calm judiciousness that the Honourable Mr. Nulkar, 
who represents Bombay in the Viceregal Council, spoke in support of the Bill. 
The indiscretion which the reformers have displayed in mixing up the age of 
consent proposal with others which would bring about a violent change in the 
marriage relations of the Hindu community was dwelt upon at length by the 
honourable gentleman. His reproof to the reformers was well deserved. He 
was also right in attributing much of the opposition which will be encountered 
from the anti-reform party to causes which their opponents in the course of 
angry discussions have given. It always happens in an excited state of the 
popular feeling that judgment is subordinated to conflicting passions and 
emotions. So hasit happened in this case, We ourselves have ere now shown 
to the reformers this mistake of theirs. Mr. Nulkar’s remarks about the autho- 
rity of the Shästras will be endorsed by all right-minded persons, 


14, The Sudhdrak (19), in its issue of the 12th January, challenges those 

who assert that the Bill brought before the Supreme 
Legislative Council by the Honourable Mr, Scoble to 
raise the age of consent is a violation by Government 


Disapproval of the agita- 
tion raised by orthodox 
people against the Honour- 


ble Mr, Scoble’s Bill for of the promise of religious neutrality given by them 
ising the age of consent, in 1858, to point out the injunctions of the Hindu 
; scriptures which direct the consummation of marriage 
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when the girl attains puberty, no matter what her age is and in what circum- 
stances she is situated, and to state instances of persons having had to suffer 
penalty for infringement of this injunction; says that those who raise an outery 
against the Bill and excite the public mind against Government in the name of 
religion deserve to be ‘called anti-religious and disaffection-mongers; and asks 
those who require that the reform proposed by the Bill should be postponed till 
public opinion is sufficiently educated and brought round to support the reform, 
if the Hindu kings and law-givers attached so much importance to public 
opinion as they claim for it at the present time. 


15. The Dnydn Prakdsh (13), in its issue of the 15th January, in its 
Marathi columns, also considers the agitation against the Bill to be ill-advised 
and inconsiderate, and says that if it is incumbent on Government to make a 
criminal law for the protection of their subjects of all castes and creeds it is idle 
to expect them to make it so as not to contravene the religious injunctions of some 
of them, and that if under the Hindu scriptures a woman cannot give her consent 
before the age of puberty it is no interference with those scriptures if Govern- 
ment, for the convenience of people of all religious faiths, fix the age of consent 
at an earlier period. . ie 


16. The Bombay Samachar (95), in its issue of the 14th January, approves 
of the sentiments expressed by the Honourable Rao Bahddur Nulkar and in 
a recent issue of the Indian Mirror in favour of the Honourable Mr. Scoble's 
Bill for raising the age of consent as more in unison with Hindu religious 
jurisprudence, and exhorts the Hindus to hold public meetings at an early date 
in order to elicit sound public opinion on the subject, which, it believes, must 
show itself in favour of the Honourable Mr. Scoble’s proposal and must 
strengthen the hands of Government to pass the measure. 


17. The same newspaper, in its issue of the 12th January, says :— 
Under the existing law, authority is held by the police to arrest without a 
warrant and place before a Magistrate a person who is reported to have co- 
habited with his child-wife under the age of ten years, but there has not been 
a single case in which this authority has been exercised. Notwithstanding 
this, on the question of raising the age of consent coming forward, a fear 
was expressed by the party opposing the measure that the Bill would lead 
to an invasion of the privacy of families by the police. It is gratifying that 
this fear has been effectually removed by inserting a provision in the Bill by 
which offences by a man against his wife are declared to be non-cognizable. 
The course taken by the Supreme Government in regard to suits for restitution 
of conjugal rights cannot, however, be approved. The public have been demand- 
ing for some time past that the coercive form of the law, under which a decree 
for the restitution of conjugal rights may be enforced by imprisonment, should 
be amended. But Government intend to give option to a Civil Court to refuse 
to consign a recusant wife or husband toimprisonment. Such a provision would, 
however, replace the present fixed law by an uncertainty that would leave the 
Judges free to act according to their whims and would only create a difference 
of opinion on the subject among the people. It is incomprehensible that Gov- 
ernment should come forward with a bold front to legislate upon a subject on 
which there exists a difference of opinion among the Hindus and in,spite of the 
opposition raised by the  rthodox party, while it should hold back from a ques- 
tion that has no difference of opinion about it among the same community and 
when it has been declared at four successive social conference meetings as well as 
by the orthodox party that the question of imprisonment for refusal to restore 
conjugal rights has no connection whatever with their religion and that the 
would not be sorry for the abolition of the punishment. It is therefore to be 
hoped that the provision in the Bill for making imprisonment optional will be 
removed. 


18. The Jaume Jamshed (109), in its issue of the same date, observes :— 
The time selected by the Government of India for bringing forward the 
Bill for raising the age of consent is inopportune. After the voice raised .in 
England demanding social reformation among the Hindus has reached India the 
Bill has been put forward, and this has very naturally created an alarm in Hindu 
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minds that, should this Bill be passed, it would be soon followed by new legal 
enactments interfering with their sovial customs in conformity with suggestions 
received from England and hurting their religious feelings. Reports have been 
already received that public meetings for condemning the Bill are to be held in 
different parts of the country; and should this occur, there would be a likelihood 
of the measure being shoved aside for the present. There is no doubt that it is 
desirable that the age of consent should be raised, and under other circumstances 
than those mentioned above the Bill would not have elicited from the Hindus 
the opposition it is likely to meet with now. 


19. The Hitechchhu (86) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of the 15th J anuary, 
approves of the Bill for raising the age of consent, observing that it does not 
interfere with the religious rites of the Hindus and is only a reform in the 
existing law. The Hitechchhu recommends that the age of consent be raised to 
16 years in the case of females and to 20 in that of males, and that the provision 
for imprisonment in cases of restitution of conjugal rights be rescinded.—The 
Broach Samdchar (97), in its issue of the same date, observes :—Numerous protests 
have been made by the Hindus against Government interference in their social 
and religious matters, but the introduction of the present Bill proves that Gov- 
ernment have turned a deaf ear to them as well as to the advice of leaders of 
society like Raja Sir T. Mädhav Rao and others. It now behoves Hindus not to 


protest against the Bill, but to suggest such changes as would make the law 
suitable to them. 


20. The Dnydn Prakdsh (18), in its issue of the 15th January, writes :— 
Now that we have before us the full text of the debate in the Council Chamber 
at Calcutta, we find that the proposed amendment is based on lines altogether 
different from those which commended themselves to the late Sir M. Melvill 
when he in May 1886 prepared a draft Bill to give effect to Mr. Malabari’s 
views in the event of their proving acceptable to the Government of India. We 
are inclined to think that if an amendment had been based upon the lines sketched 
out by Sir M. Melvill, with some modifications, the object which the 
lature should in such matters keep in view would have been better attained. 
Perhaps it may not yet be too late to do so, and in this belief we commend Sir 
M. Melvill’s scheme to the careful consideration of the Government of India 
and to that of the Supreme Legislative Council. If the proposed amendment 
were to become the law of the land, a person having sexual intercourse with 
his wife who was under ten would be placed in the same class with one who had 
consummated his marriage, the wife being between ten and twelve, in pursuance 
of certain religious commandment ; but, as clearly pointed out by Sir M. Melvill, 
there ought certainly to be a differentiating treatment between the two cases. 
To make the former offence a non-cognizable one with the latter would be, in 
our humble opinion, a serious mistake. We are, of course, aware that since 
1860, when the Penal Code was enacted, no case of rape by a husband against 
his wife, she being under ten, has occurred, but it may be doubted whether such 
a consideration affords a sufficient ground for dispensing with a provision already 
existing in the criminal law of the country and to which no objection has been 
taken. The foregoing are briefly the reasons why we should prefer that the 
existing provision in Section 375 should have been allowed to remain intact. 
Now, looking to the proposed amendment as it stands, we find that it is expected 
to put a stop to the evil which is principally confined to the Bengal Presidency. 
The Honourable Sir A. Scoble, in his speech in support of the motion for leave 
to introduce the Bill, said that its object was twofold, viz., to protect female 
children (1) from immature prostitution and (2) from premature cohabitation. 
It is gratifying to find that, as far as the evil of immature prostitution is con- 
cerned, the proposed amendment has not called forth any opposition. As regards 
the other aspect of the evil, viz., premature cohabitation, or what the Legisla- 
ture proposes to regard as premature consummation of marriage, it seems 
that considerable opposition may be expected from the Bengal Presidency. 
The grounds of this opposition are clearly set forth in the — Sir A. 
Mitter's speech, and looking to the high and eminent position of this illus- 
trious spokesman of the opposition, we think it is necessary to dismiss from our 
minds the idea that the opposition is a captious or. e. 
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21. The Din Bandhu (10), in its issue of the 11th January, writes: — We 
cannot look upon the Age of Consent Bill of the Government of India either as 
a triumph of the reform party or as a defeat of their opponents. As a pro- 
tective measure, it does not afford more protection than the present laws on 
the subject. The legislators are quite right in not giving the police summary 
powers of arrest under the Biull, but, as it is, its provisions will remain as a 
dead letter, because, knowing as we do the feelings and sentiments of Natives in 
social matters, at least amongst respectable classes no one will come forward to 
act asa public censor and to perform the somewhat unpleasant duty of prose- 
cuting boy-husbands. It would have been much better if marriages had been 
stopped under a certain fixed age, because then the humane object of protecting 
child-wives would have been fully achieved. We are quite aware of the 
difficulty the Government have to face in legislating in a matter like this, but 
since they have made up their mind to insert the thin end of the wedge, they 
could have gone a little further and laid the axe at the very root of the tree 
with a view to eradicate the evil. 


22. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 11th January, writes:—We see 
from the Bill that the protests from the monster meetings of the large masses 
of orthodox Hindus have failed to convince the Government that the proposed 
Bill implies direct Government interference with a religious custom. We know 
that Government are actuated in this case by the best of motives, but we submit 
that the proposed legislation would, as we have several times pointed out, be 
useless and ineffectual. Apart from the inevitable annoyance and difficulties 
in the working of the law that must follow from passing the proposed amend- 
ment, we once more point out that according to the religious injunctions of the 
Hindu Shästras the consummation ceremony must take place shortly after puberty, 
any departures in the present customs being treated as exceptions. If, there- 
fore, a child-wife’s age happens to be under twelve at puberty and the orthodox 
guardians observe their religious rite faithfully, the completion of the ceremony 
will be deemed a punishable offence by virtue of the amended section. Such 
cases are, no doubt, rare, but they go to prove State interference in religion. This 
is the view of each and every one of the people who have signed the protests 
already forwaded to the Indian Government. Raja Sir T. Madhav Rao has pointed 
out but too clearly the consequences that would follow in the train of the pro- 
posed amendment. We feel sure that legislative interference in this matter 
will be useless, and in certain cases, we submit, it will be mischievous to an 
appalling extent. But what appears to us most surprising is that Government 
has felt inclined to uphold the consideration of the Bill, waiving off but too 
lightly the objection raised by the orthodox community on the ground 
of Her Majesty's Proclamation of 1858. We fully admit that protection 
ought to be extended to each and every one, male or female, young or old, 
of Her Majesty’s subjects. But in a case where the voice of the greatest 
majority of the people deems a religious custom inviolable, any interference on 
the part of Government will naturally be looked upon with dismal suspicion and 
inspire fears of even further interference in the minds of the subject people. 
We are glad to see that the Honourable Mr. Nulkar has made similar observa- 
tions in his speeches. Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter is even more positive in his 
statement, and has made a perfectly plain and unreserved representation of the 
real facts. No man learned in the Hindu Shästras will hesitate to assert with 
Sir Romesh that the proposed Bill would undoubtedly be an interference with 
the religious rites and duties of orthodox Hindus.“ So long as public opinion 
is not sufficiently educated, the people would be obstinate in maintaining the 
punctilious observances of their religious rites and customs. So long, therefore, 
it is strictly undesirable that Government should go against the sentiments of 
their subjects by introducing the Bill for consideration. We feel very happy to 
see that both our Native representatives in the Viceregal Council have, with fear- 
less conscientiousness, represented the true state of public feeling. 


23. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 15th January, writes :— 
It is indeed a matter of very great regret that the Government of India 
should have thought it politic to introduce the Age of Consent Bill into the 
Viceregal Legislative Council at the instance of persons whose leadership the 
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country has renounced in no uncertain sounds, and in defiarice of ‘emphatic 
rotests from several quarters. In writing in this tone our intention is not to 
frighten the Government, but to persuade it of the unwisdom of its step. 
Hitherto we have made no secret of our firm conviction that legislation is the 
worst of all means of introducting social reforms in this country, the soundest 
licy being to trust to the ameliorating influences of time and education. 

e maintain that reforms, to be of any lasting benefit, must come from within 
and not forced from outside. Moreover, we are living under an alien Govern- 


ment, and consequently any attempt on the part of such a Government to deal 


in any manner with the time-honoured religious rites and customs of tke people, 
albeit with the most philanthropic and beneficent intentions, is sure to be mis- 
understood by the masses and looked upon as a mischievous interference. 
Looked at in this light, there cannot be two opinions that Government has been 
beguiled by persons not in touch with the masses into following a policy not 
calculated to do any good. It is indeeda matter of dismay that the Government 
should have abandoned the prudent policy of non-intervention in obedience to 
the Queen’s Proclamation of 1858, which the people rightly regard as their 
Magna Charta. There are surely grounds to regard this Bill with apprehension, 
and though Government may desire to soften its effects, it cannot fail to interfere 
with the religious customs of the Hindus. Government has, no doubt, made the 
offence a non-cognizable one with a view to leave no scope for police oppression 
and blackmailing. For this wise provision it is entitled to credit; and that we 
give without hesitation. But the main provision is sure to clash with Hindu 

marriage customs. According to the Shastras the Garbhddhdnaw or consum- 

mation ceremony is required to be performed when the married girl ‘attains 

puberty. Then supposing that a certain girl attains puberty before she com- 
pletes her twelfth year, how is the above ceremony to be performed without 

infringing the enactment and coming within its penal clauses? As experience 

shows, many girls attain maturity before they complete their twelfth year. 

This is owing to climatic influences and is pointed out even by medical autho- 

rities like Drs. Carpenter and Lyon. If Government is determined to pass the 

measure in defiance of the wishes of the people, articulated in such an able 
manner by no less an authority than Sir Romesh Chandra Mitter—a person 

peculiarly qualified to interprete the Shastras of the Hindus and to speak on 

their behalf, after his unrivalled experience of fifteen years |as a Judge and 
Chief Justice on the Bench of the Calcutta High Court,—it should at least see its 

way to amend the Bill in the light we have thrown on it. 


24. The Satyavakta (124), in its issue of the 16th J anuary, observes :—It 
is very surprising to see a change in the policy of our rulers, who a little while 
ago collected the opinions of several leading gentlemen and decided not to 
interfere in the religious rites and social customs of the Hindus. The introduc- 
tion of the Bill has created much discontent among the people, and will probably 
lead them to think that Government will hereafter interfere with their other 
social customs, and will strengthen the wrong notion of the illiterate people 
that Government intend to make all Hindus and Mahomedans converts to 
Christianity. In very rare cases girls below the age of twelve years cohabit 
with their husbands and the proposed change is unnecessary. We therefore. 
recommend people to protest against the Bill. | 


25. The Rdjyabhakta (121), in its issue of the 13th January, observes :— 
The prayer of the Indian National Congress for the introduction of the elective 
principle in the Legislative Councils is very reasonable, and its object in makin 


this request is to prevent Government from passing unpopular laws that would 


create ill-feeling between the rulers and the ruled. The Bill for raising the age 
of consent recently brought forward by the Honourable Sir Andrew Scoble is 
likely to cause widespread discontent among the people. We do not think 
Government, in thus giving countenance to a handful of reformers, who are 
backed by a few Christian missionaries, desire to enrage the people. We recom- 
mend Government not to interfere in the social customs of the people unless the 
latter seek their assistance, and not to spread discontent by their over-zealousness. 
It is no secret that the present Bill directly interferes with the religious rites of 
the Hindus. It would have been somewhat reasonable if the age of consent 
had been fixed at attainment of puberty, as it is considered sinful among 
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Hindus to live separate from their wives after the first appearance of it. It is 
the duty of every Hindu to move the British Parliament in respect of this Bill, as 
it will lead to the transportation of many married persons. . 


PART III. Education. 


26. The Sind Times (7), in its issue of the 8th January, writes :— We 
think the Bombay University will do well to recon- 
Discontinuance by the sider their decision to discontinue furnishing marks 
Bombay University of the to students who have failed in the University exami- 
system of supplying marks a 2 a 
to students who have failed ations. Unless they are of opinion that it would 
in its examinations disap- be far better to let students remain in ignorance of the 
proved. particular branch in which they are deficient and 
thus to cause them to re-study the whole course, 
we do not see any reason for their foregoing the usual practice. The students 
have always been prepared to pay for this privilege, and as this is the nucleus 
of a decent income, we do not think the objection to supplying unsuccess- 
ful candidates with the ‘marks’ they have obtained in each paper can be very 
great. Last year the sum derived from this item amounted to about Rs. 700, 
the fee charged to each student being 8 annas. It may be that the labour 
entailed is not adequately paid for with so small a sum. All that can be 
done is then to raise the amount of the fee. But this would scarcely be just to 
students, as the total sum accumulated could easily enable the management to 
engage a man for the purpose. It is not at all necessary that students should 
see the results of their efforts; but there is always a certain amount of satisfac- 
tion one feels on knowing exactly how he has done in an examination, and we 
have no doubt that the favour (as, after all, that is what it really is) would be 
greatly esteemed. 


PART 1V.—Municipalities. 


27. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 11th January, writes :— 
Whenever the efficiency of the Bombay municipal 

Jerry buildings inBombay departments is called into question, especially of the 
2 ine ＋ 1 en Engineering Department, the plea is set forth that it 
— rt of the local munten js undermanned, that but for lack of hands the depart- 
ment would work wonders in the way of supervision 

and control. The latest occasion for this plea is the collapse of a house in 
Bengalpura with a fearful loss of life. The public are familiar with the plea; 
they expect it to be obtruded whenever the department is charged with 
negligence. In this case the officers in charge ought to have grown wiser by 
experience. They knew that bad material was used now and then for building 
purposes and they could prevent it without an overstraining of the nerves. We 
are not sure as tothe present strength of the department. But what is one to 
think of the self-respect of its officers and of their concern for the lives and the 
limbs of the rate-paying community who continue cheerfully in office while 
they know the department under them to be so wanting in the requisite strength 
as to admit of such terrible accidents taking place? Either they are destitute 
of a sense of responsibility, or the plea they set forth is more or less the result of 
after-thought. Either way public opinion holds them very heavily to blame. 
Here they have to account for the murder and mutilation of nearly ninety 
persons; surely, want of hands is no explanation now. As to the shares of the 
builders of the house in this painful business, they will have to explain it before 
a properly constituted court; but we cannot help saying that the cupidity of 
house-builders in Bombay would hardly find such free scope under efficient 
control and supervision by the municipality. Apart from the question of 
choice as to whether the local municipality should have additional income by 
levying a higher duty on the food-grain of masses or by raising the house-tax 
in town, what we fail to see is if additional income is absolutely necessary. 
We fear the Bombay Municipality has been spoiled by an over-indulgence in 
“fresh supplies.” For years have we observed that increased expenditure 
on the departments has brought very little of increased efficiency. As to the 
other point, we are unable to follow Mr. Mulji Bhawänidäs. If reduction in 
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the duty on grain has failed to bring down prices generally for the poor, will an 
enhancement of the duty reduce the market rates? Quite the contrary. It is 
a common experience that dealers raise their prices quite out of proportion in 
case of the slightest increase of duty, while they maintain the same prices in 
case of reduced rates. This mischief appears to have been lost sight of. 


28. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 11th January, writes: — 
With an openingbalance of four lakhs and odd, and with 


* 5 * og an estimated income of fifty-nine lakhs, the Bombay 
the Bombay Municipality. . Municipal Corporation has deemed it proper to raise 


‘ the duty on grain to 4 annas per candy, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that it had deliberately reduced it to 2 annas a couple of years ago. 
The return expected from this objectionable enhancement is Rs. 93,000. This 
sum is required not for any necessary project, but for luxuries, viz., the ex- 
perimental lighting of the Fort and its vicinity with electricity, the making of 
new roads in the Victoria Gardens, the construction of a new bungalow for the 
Superintendent, &c. Could not all these have waited for another year? Or 
could not the amount have been found out by economy in other branches ? 
It is really a misfortune to the poor that their food should be made dearer by 
the so-called city fathers! Are the finances of the municipality in a prosperous 
condition? What do Dr. Blaney and financial experts like the Honourable Mr. 
Y4jnik and Mr. D. E. Wacha say? The picture is certainly gloomy and it is 
time the affairs are closely looked into. 


29. The Dnydn Prakash (13), in its issue of the 15th January, while 
writing on the recent resolution of the Bombay Gov- 
ernment on the Poona Municipality and its ways, 
expresses surprise at Government insisting upon the 
appointment of an independent executive officer for 
the municipality under the existing District Municipal Act, and says that Gov- 
ernment should get the Act amended before such an officer is appointed. 


30. The Bombay Samachdr (95), in its issue of the 15th January, says:— 
If the Poona municipal commissioners are really guilty of the mis-manage- 
ment laid to their charge by the Bombay Government in their recent reso- 
lution, they deserve the severe censure passed upon them. To avoid similar 
laxity in future it has been suggested by Government that a paid executive 
officer should be appointed, but it does not appear that this arrangement will 
necessarily cure the evil. There is no reason to believe that if the commis- 
sioners continue to be lax in the discharge of their duties there will be no 
mismanagement under the administration of the executive officer similar to that 
of which the commissioners have been accused. There can therefore be no 
good in imposing on the rate-payers of Poona the burden of the salary of the 
proposed executive officer. The proper course would be that the commissioners 
should be made to watch carefully every item of expenditure incurred by the 
corporation.—The Jame Jamshed (109), in its issue of the same date, observes that 
it would have been better if Government had obtained from the Poona Muni- 
cipality an explanation of the accusations preferred against it by the Collector 
before passing a resolution on the subject, that if the corporation is really guilty 
of lax management it deserves all the severe censure passed upon it by Govern- 
ment, that the appointment of an executive officer is not needed at all, and that 
the necessary improvement in the administration can be effected by able and 
better paid secretary and health officer. 


Comments on the Govern- 
ment resolution about the 
Poona Municipality. 


31. The Gujardi Darpan (83), in its issue of the 15th January, observes :— 

Ps a er ee, The imports into the town of Surat have declined 

tion of a toll. tax at Surak considerably within the last ten years, as the big 

| traders store and sell their goods outside the municipal 

limits in order to evade municipal taxation, and the new toll-tax of two annas 

on a cart each time it happens to cross or re-cross the municipal limits, as well 

as the tax of a pie on every headload of goods of howsoever trifling a value, 

have created great dissatisfaction among petty traders and others. We therefore 

recommend the corporation to duly consider the memorial which several 
commissioners are shortly going to submit to the President. 
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Panr v. Native States. 


32. The Indu 3 (14), in its issue of the 12th January, says: — The 
3 ö education at present imparted to the Native Princes 
denten. and their in the Räjkumär Colleges is not what it should be. 

It only makes them regular, neat, honest, liberal- 
minded, jolly, appreciative, &c. In fact, they thereby acquire qualities possessed 
by an English gentleman, along with some English vices which it would be 
better not to enumerate. But the education required to make a good adminis- 
trator is, in the opinion of some men, purposely kept out of reach. Some people 
say that this education can be better imparted by the advice and association 
with them of able and experienced administrators like Raja Sir T. Médhav Réo 
or Diwan Bahadur Raghunäth Rio than in schools and colleges, and there is 
much truth in their assertion. In order to become good rulers the Princes should 
be made to study critically the lives of eminent rulers like Akbar, Peshwa 
Bajirao I, Peter the Great, Charles V, and others. They should know the 
advantages of a representative government and the difference between the present 
condition of the Native States and that betore the administration of Lord 
Dalhousie, and the causes of this difference. As it is, the Princes cannot be 
blamed if they do not turn out good rulers, for the responsibility of this rests 
with the British Government, and the latter should relieve themselves of it as 
soon as possible. 


33. The Kaiser- i-Hind (87) and the Rdjyabhakta (121), in their issues of 

the 11th and 13th January, respectively, disapprove 

A request to Government of the proposed outlay of 22 lakhs of rupees on the 

— to sanction the exorbi- wedding of Mahäräja Scindia, who is a minor, and 
nt sum of 22 lakhs of rupees a 

for the wedding of the Mahé- say that since Government are the trustees of the 

raja Scindia. Gwalior State they should withhold their sanction. 

The Rajyabhakia adds that Government have already 

broken their promise to the late Mahdrdja Scindia by appointing a European 

tutor to the young Prince, and if they sanction this heavy expenditure, people 

might think that lavish expenditure is encouraged with a view to empty the 


Gwalior treasury and to declare the Council of Regency unfit. 


34. The Gujardt Darpan (83), in its issue of the 11th January, writes :— 
The reply of the Bombay Government to the memorial 
Remarks on the reply of of the Bombay committee formed to help the Cambay 
— eee, er sufferers shows His Excellency to be unwilling to 
1 ioe gg 4 make further inquiries. The reason assigned is that 
the Cambay sufferers. the rumours about the conduct of the troops, accepted 
by the memorialists as true, have been disproved after a 
careful and impartial inquiry. It is also thought that no benefit would result 
from a departure from the well-known rule which treats the affairs of a foreign 
State as matters to be discussed with reserve and with especial respect and 
consideration for a sovereign in subordinate alliance with Her Majesty. We 
wish Government would always observe the rule. How many times have we seen 
it broken? Is it because some British officers are implicated in the sad events 
at Cambay that the Government has grown so considerate for the sovereigns in 
subordinate alliance with Her Majesty ? The world does not know what inquiry 
the Government has made except that instituted by Mr. James, whereas the 
deputation of the committee being in a position to mix with the people and open 
to all, made the minutest search into the affair and made their report accordingly. 
It was on the strength of this report that the memorial was drawn up. A public 
inquiry would have cleared everything in connection with the mal-administra- 
tion at Cambay. It is a pity that Government does not vouchsafe any reply 
to the request of the committee for an inquiry into the conduct of Mr. Shémrdo 
Laud. 


35. The Gujardti (84), in its issue of the 11th January, considers the 
reply of the Bombay Government to the memorialists as unsatisfactory, says that 
Government ought to call for a full explanation from Messrs. Cooke and Shamrdo 
who caused the innocent cultivators of Cambay to be slaughtered, and to take 
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such measures as would satisfy the public completely, as the present action 
of Government regarding these officers reflects upon the credit of the British 
administration and will cause alarm to the subjects of other Native States. 
The Kaiser- i-Hind (87), in its issue of the same date, observes :—Government 
ive at last been compelled to express publicly their opinion on the Cambay 
affair, but the statement is very disappointing. Some of the members of the 
committee for the relief of the Cambay sufferers went to Cambay and collected 
the facts connected with the disaster, and their inquiries are therefore more 
reliable than the official reports, and we are glad that the committee has decided 
to take further steps in the matter. The Surya Prakdsh (90) and the Hindu- 
sthdn (108), in their issues of the 10th and 11th January, respectively, express 
similar sentiments. | 


36. The Svadesh Bandhu (131), in its issue of the 14th January, 
observes :—The reply of the Bombay Government to the memorial from the 
committee for the relief of the Cambay sufferers on the subject of misgovern- 
ment in Cambay does not show which of the allegations made by the niemo- 


rialists have been found untrue. If all the allegations are incorrect, one fails to 


understand the reason of the withdrawal of powers from the Nawab for a term 
of two years. Nobody desires that Government should deprive the Nawab of 
his powers. If a public inquiry be not held and speedy action be not taken 
against Mr. Shamrdo, against whom the memorialists have laid several specific 
charges, people will be led to believe that the matter has been hushed up on 
account of his great influence and as Messrs. Cooke and Summers are concerned 
in it. 
37. The Satyavakta (124), in its issue of the 16th January, observes :— 
While the Native Chiefs and Princes of Central India 
Disapproval of expenses in- and some other parts spend reasonable sums on the 
curred by Native Chiefs of reception of representatives of the Queen, it is much to 
— during the visit of be regretted that the Native Chiefs of Käthiawär should 
uropean officers to their b 3 | ‘ 
States and a request to His be extravagant on similar occasions. Almost every 
Excellency Lord Harris. year they incur heavy expenses for such purposes, 
which do no good either to themselves or to their sub- 
jects; and we would advise them to be moderate hereafter. They also spend 
some money in making arrangements for the boarding, lodging, conveyance, 
&c., of the European officers of the province during their official visits to their 
States, and we recommend His Excellency Lord Harris to inquire into the matter 
and issue a resolution prohibiting Government servants from putting the States 
under their charge to such expenses, as these officers receive travelling allow- 
ance in addition to their salary, 


— 


38. A correspondent of the Bombay Samdehdr (95), in its issue of the 

I 12th January, says: — For some time past the Mekränis 

Annoyance said to be caused have given much trouble in the Bägasra Täluka 

my, hay n 4 anion of the Kathidwdar Agency. Last month the chief 

— : constable of the taluka arrested two Mekränis for 

carrying arms withouta license. Since then the holder 

of certain service land in the village of Rafäli belonging to Harsärväla, the 

Chief of Bägasra, has been murdered, but the murder has not been traced as 

yet. It is now reported that a placard was stuck on the gate of the village of 

Pundhiasar, in which the writer threatens to call upon the villagers within a 

fortnight to answer for the arrest of his two Mekrani brethren by the chief 

constable of Bagasra, This placard has heen removed and taken by the constable 
to the Thänedär. 


G. M. SA THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
20th January 1891. 
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Part V. - Native States 


Cambay: Remarks on the reply of the Bombay Government to the memo- 
rial of the Bombay committee formed to help the — sufferers : 
The Gwardi _... 8 ee yee 
The 00 jarat. Dar pan aes 8 
The Svadee Bandhu = bee ks 
Gwalior: A request to Government not to sanction the exorbitant sum 
of 22 lakhs of rupees for the wedding of the Mahdrdja Scindia of —. 
Kathidwar : 
Annoyance said to be caused by Mekränis in the Bägasra Téluka of 
the — Agency ... oe oe ie 8 
Disapproval of expenses incurred by Native Chiefs of — during the 
visit of European officers to their States, and a request to His 
Excellency Lord Harries in the matter 


Native Princes: Education g- ed see 475 
a 
8 7. 
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(CONFIDENTIAL. } 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BERA'R, FOR THE 
| WEEK ENDING 17TH JANUARY 1891. 


Lisi of Newspapers published in Berar. 


| | Number 
No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. of copies 
issued. 
ANdLO-MARA“TRHl. | 
1 | The Pramod Sindhu ... a . Umrawati (Amraoti)..| Weekly. 300 
2 „ Vaidarbh ... 5 a ...| Akola... a. . 
3 „ Varhad (Berar) Samachar F . . 1 250 
Mara’ Tal. 
4 he Shetakari ... seis eee ... Omrdwati (Amrdoti).. Monthly ees 400 
5 „ Shuddha Varhadi... 55 „% ROW © oe. . Weekly. 350 
6 „ Suryakänt sci se 7 Ellichpur „ 10 


1. The Pramod Sindhu (1), in its issue of the 9th January, writes: — The 
visit of the Resident is an event of great importance 
in Berar. It is not often that Her Majesty's repre- 
sentative at Hyderabad can be spared from his poli- 
tical duties at the Deccan Court to do the purely administrative work of a 
cold weather tour in a part of the country at considerable distance from his 
head-quarters. A visit of this kind is looked forward to with great expectations 
by nearly every one. The sportively inclined hope to have the pleasures of the 
turf. The heart of the gay beats at the prospect of a ball. The pure office 
man arranges his papers, prepares statements, and waits with some confidence to 
be commended, while the local associations display great activity, arrange for 
Pänsupäri and other similar receptions, and the public at large feel anxious to 
hear from the lips of the august head of the administration important announce- 
ments about various schemes and general lines of policy with regard to local 
matters. We aresorry to say that the present visit is barren of all results like 
these. There has been no grand reception, no speeches nor public functions 
of any kind, except on one occasion, which was, to say the least of it, a very 
poor apology for a public function when the Resident received the members of 
the District Board and the Town Municipality in the verandah of Colonel 
Mackenzie’s bungalow. The substance of his utterance in reply to the addresses 
is characterized by his usual caution and the experienced wisdom of an old 
officer, and the portion about the building sites within municipal limits will 
be read with great interest. Sir Dennis FitzPatrick was of opinion that the 
revenue derived by letting or selling these is strictly imperial, and its grant to 
a municipality was to be looked upon as a favour and not of right. He added 
that while in Assam he recommended that the municipalities should get the 
revenue, and said enough to indicate that a similarly favourable decision would 
be given here also. The visit has been, however, productive of great good in a 
quiet way. The old office routines have been carefully revised, institutions of 
interest visited and new energy infused into their management. It has also 
revealed that we have at the head of our affairs a thorough hard-working 
gentleman of great and almost exceptional capacity, who, in office, is a stern 
master and strong administrator, but in private life, is a kind gentleman, 
exceedingly polite, and a very pleasant host. 
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2. The same newspaper writes: -A very useful public servant left Berdr 
— Uitte last week. Khän Bahädur 8 amsudin Alikhän, Spe- 
WN cial Assistant Commissioner, Amräoti, is à very expe- 
Commissioner, Amr{oti. rienced officer, having been nearly twenty years on the 
bench. He is exceedingly. straight-forward and per- 
fectly impartial. His decisions were always marked by great judicial acumen 
and characterized by a thorough knowledge of law and the tendencies of litigants, 
The record of his services is highly complimentary, and Dame Rumour has it that 
recent appointments in the grade of Deputy Commissioners gave reason to the 
Bahadur to be dissatisfied, and his going on long leave is attributed 
to the same cause. If there is any truth in this, as perhaps there is, we are very 
7 that Berar has lost, at least for a short time, the services of so valuable an 
Officer. 


G. M. SA’THP’, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 


20th January 1891. 


(CONFIDENTIAL) 


REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


No. 4 or 1891. 


PUBLISHED IN THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 


For the Week ending 24th January 1891. 


List of Newspapers and Periodicals 


MARATHI. 
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The Arunodaya& 
22 „ A’ryavart si 
23 „ Bakul 8 
24 | , Belgaum Samichér 
25 „ Bhämini Prakash - 
26 „ Chanddnshu ... 5 
27 hs — * . 
28 it oop 

29 Cavaliers | Samächär 
30 „ Dakshin Vritt. , 
Ee ae 8 Vritt ... 500 
32 „ Dnydn Sagar... 15 
33 5 Gan Lahari 2 % eon 
34 „ Hindu Punch 5 
35 „ Hitechchhu . 
36 „ Holkar Sarkér Gazette .. oer 

; 37 99 Jagadadarsh eee eae 
38 77 Jagan Mitra eco eee 
39 „ Kalpataru... we 
40 „ Kannada Punch .. aon 
41 „ Karmanuk 209. ose 
42 „ Kärwär Samächär ; 
43 „ Kesari 
. Khändesh Chitragupta .. 

* 45 ” Khändesh Vaibhav ene 
46 „ Nahfräshtra Kokil oni 
47 „ Mahéréshtra Mitra ‘vs 


‘a 2 
| Ndésik . 

.| Thana .. 

; Bijépur | | 
; — 8 
; mednagar ... 
. Ratnägiri 
.| Sholdpur 
..| Bagalkot 
„ Poona.. 


2 Bombay 
. Kolhapur 


Dharwar 


.| Karwar 


„ Poona... 
..| Dhulia 


Do. ene 


ee Satara... 
1 


No | Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. : N 
ENGLISH. 

1 | The Bombay East Indian . . Bombay Weekly 420 

2 „ Indian Spectator... ‘ „ 5 „ 1.000 

3 „ K&thidwar Times os . 3 Daily . sad 

4 „ Mahratta .. . + Poona . 40 Weekly 400 

5 „ Phenix ... | Kardchi Bi-weekly 410 
6 „ Quarterly J ournal of the Poona Sarva, 

: janik Sabha . ia ‘a .| Poona... “a Quarterly 800 
7 „ Sind Times .| Karéchi its -| Bi-weekly 250 
ANnGLO-MaRATHL 
8 | The Amba Lahari ... ‘on ove Poona ... coe ...| Weekly ‘a : 
9 „% ¶— „ „ „ Do. 5 275 

10 „ Din Bandhu sis 925 re Bombay ia ie 2 1,550 
11 [„ Dnydn Chakshu .. ‘i 05 Poona Do. a 1,200 
12 „ Dnyänoday a 15 sa Bombay Do. fe 375 
13 „ Dnyän Prakash . 0 Poona Bi-Weekly ee 450 
14 „ Indu Prakdsh _... ee Bombay 7 Weekly = 995 
15 „ Jagad-hitechchhu i Poona 8 „ i 4,125 
16 „ Native Opinion ; Bombay 99 . Bi-Weekly me 600 
17 9 Prabhäkar ene salad Do. ° eee Daily eee ee 350 
18 „ Subodh Patrika ... ‘ Do. eee Weekly .. 2 965 
19 „ Sudhärak as Poona... 0 x 1 if 2,565 
, Vartahar ... ess Bombay 1 „ me 1,325 
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g | | Mara’ THI—continued. 


Wag) 48 | The Maharashtra Vritt oe ooo » Weekly ia His 
194 Moda Vritt ha eee eee ees 95 Pes eee TT ay eee eee rye 
1 50 „ N Samfchér... 0. oe. ...| Ahmednagar ... ovis ~~ sed 5 
4 i hl 9 e, ses “a ne in nel ots 15 2 wien “od = 

‘ 14 N 52 A 1 u eee eee eee ees Ahme agar eve ees O. ee eee 
ra | b Audhari Mi ‘a es oe oy —— van at Be we oe 306 
160 1 ä — Valter on a 5 . Poona .. ie a. a Se a 1,150 
: Hit : 65 „ Prabodh Chandrika ... ...  ... Jalgaon 6 100 
Oa TCT 350 
Len 57 — | ae Islämpur oS ine 400 
mi) 58 | , Pune Sérvajanik Gebhechen Mäsik 
l Pustak 4 ‘ei — mow Monthly . „ 200 
een | | 59 | ,, Réghava Bhushana ... . __...| Yeola. os evel Weekly. 5 130 
. 60 „ Rämdäs ies ae mor aa Bijapur iin „„ ves 225 
. 61 „ Ratnakar .. oe . ne . Kaladgi 4 . ane eee 

it JJ «. re lk oe rh a 325 
We | 63 [„  Saty& Sadan se... „ ell ee 
it 64 17 Sholépur Samachér___... io ...| Shol4pur 8 „„ ee 273 
a 65 „ Shri Shiväji oe eee ons ...| Poona ... re nm ee ae ves 200 


2 
© 
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a 66 „ Shubh Sucha iis eee ...| Satara ... * 5 ‘el 250 
HL} 67 „ Sudhäkar 7 sl Ul le 5 260 
ae 68 „ Sumant and Satyn Sudha tee a „ 100 
a 69 „ Suryodaya... ee ...| Thäna .. ro . ied 290 
N 0 a U ö 70 99 Vanapriya. ee eee eee eee Chikodi ace ee: Fortnightly eee 90 
71 „ Vengurla Vritt ... ss ve ...| Vengurla vi me 
1 72 „ Vidushak ise ose 00 ...| Karad. sa 45 sie a 
a ae 73 „ Vidya Vilés swe _ ee a Kolh4pur ve N ‘ine 250 
pea 74 „ Vijay — on 500 1 „ Shähãpur „ ins 175 
0 75 „ Vividh Dnyän ee a a a Bombay 4. Monthly ... 
ant ae 76 [„  Vrittadhdra „% BVB P lk ee ee at 
rat 77 a Vrittamäla 2 00 eee 90 0 eee Satara... eee eee Do. eee woe 5 
ea %%% ee ee ß ee ee ee 299 


5 79 5,5, VVßVVVVP 0 
a 80 „ Vyäpärotteja kk Bombay „ Fortnightly 


10 AxLo-GusaRA TI. 

i 81 The Din Mani eee eee eee eee eee Broach... 9 vee Weekly ss, 551 
„ 82 „ Dnyän Sudha... bas re .-.| Ahmedabad ... 25 Fortnightiy one 303 
10 83 93 Gujarat Darpan .. eee eee 2% Surat eee eee eee Bi-weekly eee 600 


10 84 „ Gujarati ven ee or . Bombay 100 see —" * 4 ove 2,450 
ae 85 „ Gujarat Mitré... san ve Surat we „„ wi 769 
qh | 86 99 Hitechchhu eee eee * ees Ahmedabad ... eee Do. eee cee 350 
a 87 „ Eaiser-i-Hind a . Bombay so <i ee . 

| hue RM, 99 | Rast Goftdr eee . eee ee Do. ese eee Do. eee 6 0 1 747 
e 89 „ TP ..| Surat eee ek f 
ei 90 „ Sury& Prakdsh ... 


i 
: 0 GusaRa'Tl. 


0 91 |The Ahmedabad Times. Ahmedabad ... —..| Weekly . 25 
nt 92, yy Ajab eee ee 200 eee eee Surat eee 2 „6 ee. Monthly eee 9 0 1,200 
0 JJ Bombay . Dail 1,000 


Ait ‘a 8 C 
a | 94 „ A’ry& Dharm Prak4sh _.., ce cot ee 5 ..| Monthly ... ree 304 
at | 95 „ Bombay Samächär ve ag mt: of ie ne i “ 

met 96 „ Broach Mitra... ini sad . Broach 5 ...| Weekly ... ok 539 
Nh 97 99 Broach Samäch r eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. eee 700 
aii 98 „ Buddhi Prakash . ne fei at .../ Ahmedabad Monthly ... 


Ha || 


00 Chänaͤk 2 0 „ 
1 ne 99 eee eee ee0 eee ura eee eee ee O. see PPE 
10 100 33 Deshi Mitra 2 0 0 enn 5 5 Do. 450 


N 0 101 „ Dny4noday& sia ee ate ae Broach — 155 a Monthly ... 15 

ö Hilly 102 77 Dnyän Vardhak eee eve eee Bombay eve eee Do. . 3 700 

EH 103 696118 ves 80 es +. a on „„ 

e 104 „ Gap Sa ee ‘ks 5 oe 

tt bee 0 

| a 105 9 — * ak eee eve eee eee Do. eee 

f (a 106 9 Gul Afshän eee cece eee nes Do. eee * eee 

0 107 [„ Hindi Punch ve „ „ „ 8 
i 108 „ Hindusthän ue ‘as 2 . Ahmedabad ... sa * ry 

i} 109 „ Jäme Jamshed ... — a ...| Bombay ae „. Daily 22 1, 600 

i : 110 „ Kaira 1 Patra . ns nes . Nadia 5 „Monthly g 1,154 

: ii, 111 „ Kaira Vartamän . a 55 „ Kaira a was Triswen i 5 12⁵ 

ee 112 „ Käside Mumbai. eee a . Bombay ee = 


— 
— 
we 
— — 
— 


i 118 „ Kathidwdr Times : g eS 
i nn Baroda 


115 Madhur Vachan 2 00 eee eee ss i pe me 
116 „ NueEan A 


ö 118 „ Parsi Tikékér 
i : 119 „ Praja Matz 


r 


N i ee 
| 117 99 Nyaͤy adarshak eee aici 3 it Ahmedabad eee eee Weekly oye ° 415 
| eee eee eee eee Bombay eee eee 1 awe 500 


i. „ Räjyabhakta ee 2 5 . 
i 13] 99 Samsher Béhddur eee eee ad Ahmedabad 200 Ty) 


8 
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Names of Newspapers. | Place of Publication. 


Gusara'TI—continued. 


| The Saty& Mitr’... 
Satyavakta coe 
Satyodaya 
Saurashtra Darpan ose 
Shrimäli Shubhechchbhak _.... sine sis * 
Sneha Sindhu... val ; “ai . ies „Weekly 
Stri Bodh... eee eee see ee | eee eee Monthly cee 
„ Stri Mitra nee ose eve 500 a eee on . 
Svadesh Bandhu oes ooo] SERNUGDR —— cee 
Svadesh Vatsal ... oa ive ...| Ahmedabad 
Udichya Hitechchhu Patra oss 5 
Vidny4n Vils oe 35 ...| RAjkot 
Vidya Kalpalatika „ wae 
Vidya Mitra 5 ee ons . Bombay 


99 


ANGLO-KA’NARESE. 
The Kannada Suvarte... ... 4. oe R Weekly 
KAN ARESE. 


The Chandr oda ia 40 Weekly . 
„ Karnftak Patr 4 „ „ oe ee ee 
Lok Bandhu ie 40 “ ae . bos . 
Rasik Ranjini es iva ey vee oes „„ 
Satya Vritt CCC JJ 


MARA“TTHI AND KA NARESE. 
The Shri Siddheshvar a oes 4 ae Week ly 


HIN DI. 


The Bhäratä Bhrata ... . . vis „ ..| Fortnightly 
Brähma Patrika ... 55 sigs 400 +e si | Weekly . 
Ratnaprakäsh Ratläm are 5 „ 


99 
99 


ANGLO-URpv. 
The Mahomedan Herald. . “ws Weekly 
Urpv. 


The Akhbäre Ratan Prakash Ratl4m 
Charkhäri Akhbar ae aa 
Dhar State Gazette ica ‘as 
Eh-ti-shamul Akhbar Jhowra ... 
Gwalior Gazette ... ies 
Kushful Akhbar... 


99 
99 
99 
99 
99 


PERSIAN. 


The Iklil ase ne ae ai wie l ae „ Weekly 
ENGLISH, MARA“THI AND HInpI. 
ee a a ae a Weekly 
ExdlISRH, MARATHI AND GuJaRa'TI. 


155 | The Baroda Vatsal ... 5 ae Weekly . 
SINDI. 


156 | The Müawin- i-Majma-i-Mahammadi ...| Karachi 05 ...| Weekly 
157 „ Muin-ul-Isläm . „ 8 „„ 
158 | „ Sind Sudhär 6 | Os a ee 


ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 


159 | © Anglo-Lusitano .., sss . Bombay =... . Weekly. 
160 =~ Freres Faget stig 1 „„ 


Notes. —A. The notices from the different ewspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the body of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, | 


O. The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Reporter is the same as that ag, in the 


Official Spelling List of the Bombay 2 One peculiar feature of this system is that when the long a (N. 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a (Am u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation of a word, asin Arunodaya or the well known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—d, | 
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PART I. Politios and the Public Administration. 


1. While writing about the recent fire at Poona and the distress of 

: owners of the houses consumed in the conflagration, the 
The recent fire at Poona Poona Vaibhav (54), in its issue of the 18th January, 
r pi recommends Government and the citizens of Poona 
een N to take speedy measures for the relief of the sufferers, 
and remarks that since Government appropriate the 
treasure troves found by their subjects, it is incumbent on them to relieve 
the latter from the calamities befalling them from the violence of natural 


agencies like fire, water, wind, &c. 


2. If all social reform, as the so-called reformers seem to contend, consists 
in eating beef and other flesh, drinking liquor, keeping 
girls unmarried till they are eighteen or twenty years 
old, abstaining from shaving widows' heads, permit- 
ting them to remarry, dining at the house of anybody without distinction of 
caste or creed and disregarding contamination by unclean or impure touch, 
why are not, asks the same newspaper, the Mahärs, Mangs and other low- 
castes, among whom all these practices obtain very extensively, looked upon 
as reformed and civilized, and why are they not associated with by the reformers 
instead of meddling with the Brähman and other castes by whom these practices 
are discarded on being found after long experience to be harmful and un- 
desirable, though they once existed among them? 


3. The Rast Goftdr (88), in its issue of the 18th January, writes:—As 
faithful exponents of Native opinion, we are glad to 
Satisfaction expressed at record the satisfaction which the public of Bombay 
the decisionsof Mr. Hamilton, feels at the strong common sense, prudence and discre- 
Second Presidency Magis- i . 8 or 
trate, - Bombay. ion with which Mr. Hamilton, Second Presidency 
Magistrate, is guided in deciding cases before him of 
more than ordinary interest to the people. Numerous cases under special Acts 
affecting the rights of the public, and especially the poorer classes, come before 
the Presidency Magistrates, in which many outside circumstances, besides the 
strict letter of the law, are to be weighed in the balance, and the inten- 
tions of the framers of the law are also to be considered. In the short time 
during which Mr. Hamilton has re-occupied the bench, he has, in disposing of 
several such cases, exercised sound discretion, whilst administering the law, in 
judging of the hardships which a strict adherence to it would entail on the poor. 
At Mr. Hamilton’s instance the High Court has been given an opportunity of 
recording an important ruling on the question of a Magistrate’s jurisdiction 
over inquiries held by the Coroner; and it was Mr. Hamilton's judgment again 
which, though reversed, drew forth from the High Court an important decision, 
pointing out the great hardships which the poor are made to suffer from the 
recent introduction of an unfortunate section in the Salt Act. We need only 
refer, in passing, to this careful and considerate Magistrate’s recent ruling against 
the levying of license-fees on coffee and tea shops—a demand destructive of 
teetotalism—and this week, again, Mr. Hamilton has pronounced strongly from 
the bench against the absurdity of levying a double set of municipal fees on 
paper manufacture, first, for manufacturing paper, and, secondly, for the storage 
of rags. With this judicious view of public evils and other practical qualifica- 
tions, we have no doubt that Mr. Hamilton will make himself as popular and 
efficient a Magistrate as Mr. Crawley-Boevey, whose name is still remembered by 
the grateful public. 


4. The Bombay Samdchdr (95), in its issue of the 24th January, disapproves 

of a fine of Rs. 100, or in default two months' simple im- 

Heavy fine inflio ed by the prisonment, inflicted by the Acting Third Presidency 

iting * * 2 Magistrate, Bombay, on a Pärsi who was convicted of 

2 — 8 „lies the charge of resisting a police officer in the execution 
police ° : : 

officer in the execution of his of his duty, as a heavy punishment, observing that 

duty disapproved. Native policemen act very respectfully towards Euro- 


peans while they conduct themselves very superciliously 


The social reformers and 
their reforms. 
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towards Natives, and at times even make assaults on them, and that encourage- 
ment to such policemen by heavily fining persons who oppose them is sure to 

make them more oppressive to the people. f 
5. The Din Bandhu (10), in its issue of the 18th January, writes dispar- 
agingly of the Acting Superintendent of Police, Thana, 


A. complaint against Mr. saying that in three recent cases proseeuted at his. 


Danjishäh Dädäbhäi, Acting 
Saperintendent of Police, 


instance, and on which a pretty large sum of public 
money was wasted, the accused have been acquitted, 


that the Superintendent, from the way in which he 


does things, does not appear to be careful and cautious in the performance 
of his duties, that Government should make him pay the large amount of money 


which has been expended on the prosecution of the Ogivale dacoity case recently 


tried in the Thäna Sessions Court in which a son of the well-known Police 
Inspector, Réo Saheb Ganpatr4o Bokad, was one of the accused, that the cost 


of the defence in the case incurred by Rao Saheb Bokad amounting to between 


Rs. 4,000. and 5,000 should be paid to him by Government, and that after an 
enquiry into the fitness of the Police Superintendent for his post Government, 
should issue such orders as they may deem fit. 


6. The Indu Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 19th January, describes 
several of the tricks practised in Bombay by profes- 
sional swindlers to defraud individuals of thousands of 
rupees, and blames the local police for not exerting 
themselves to bring them to account. 


7. The Svadesh Bandhu (130), in its issue of the 21st January, gives 
7 3 details of several cases of theft at Mahudha in the 
hudha'in the Kaira District. Kaira District during the last week, and says that the 
inhabitants of that town have been greatly alarmed at 

this and are at their wits’ end for the safety of their property. 


Swindlers in Bombay and 
the local police. 


8. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 18th January, writes: — We hear 
that two tigers have made their appearance near Chas. 


Fi i rsons are 22 , 
5 ion ew killed in the Khed Téluka of the Poona District. Five or six 


by two tigers near Chas in persons are reported to have fallen victims. to their 
the Khed Taluka of the Poona. man-eating propensities in the course of a fortnight. 
District. Such accidents must continue to happen so long as 


people are without weapons for self-defence. It is however hoped that the 


authorities concerned will look to the matter early. 
PART II. Legislation. 


9. The Kaiser-i-Hind (87), in its issue of the 18th January, writes :—It 

may be justly observed that in politics as in road- 

Approval of and remarks on making the practical man resorts to easy gradients. 

the Age 0 — 4 2 The more he is convinced of the enormity of the evil 

s ſibebe nas nee Viera! Which he is attacking and of the formidable obstacles 
g in e Vicerega * 

Legislative Council. wWjhich he has to overcome, the more anxious must he 


be to minimise the inevitable friction, and take not 


the shortest cut, but the smoothest road to the goal. The Government of India 
has, be it said to its credit, uniformly endeavoured not only to carefully bear in 
mind this wise political maxim, but to act up to it with the best of its light and 
wisdom, in matters deeply affecting the social and religious habits and usages of 


millions of its Indian subjects shrouded under the panoply of conservatism at 
least three thousand years old. In the Bill just introduced into the Supreme 
Legislative Council for altering the age of consent from ten to twelve, the Gov- 


ernment has afforded one more proof of its great anxiety to avoid the road which 
is beset with gigantic obstacles and endless friction in matters of social legislation. 
Tt has judiciously steered clear of the shoals and quicksands on which many a 
legislative bark often wrecks even in the civilised countries of the West. The 
admirable speech of the Viceroy isa clear and unmistakable indication of the 
position which his Government is determined to adopt with regard to the 


burning social problems which have been agitating the hearts of the more 


ardent and enthusiastic: reformers.during the last five years and upwards. The 
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cardinal principle of the position taken up seems to us to be fond other than 
this, that the Government will proceed most cautiously and on the lines whieh 
Offer the least resistance. 


10. The Rdst Goftdr (88), in its issue of the 18th January, writes: — Sir 
Andrew Scoble's speech in moving the amendments in the Indian Penal and 
Criminal Procedure Codes for raising the age of consent from ten to twelve was a 
lucid ex position of the objects and reasons which have led to the introduction of 
the Bill. It was a blot upon the statute book that the age of consent should haye 
been fixed so low as ten years, and the raising of it to twelve is but a very small 
modicum of reform. This is, however, sufficient for the present, on the principle 
followed by Government of advancing slowly. Sir Romesh Chandra Mitter was 
the only opponent of the Bill. He contended that with Hindus the laws of the 
Shästras were supreme, that the Shästras enjoined cohabitation with the wife on 
her attaining puberty, that the husband would commit a sin if he did not then 
consummate his marriage, that in this country puberty was reached in some cases 
even before the age of twelve, and that in that case the orthodox Hindu husband 
would be placed in a dilemma, that is, he must either break the law or disregard 
the injunctions of the sacred Shdstras. The Shästras are held, no doubt * in 
great reverence by Hindus. But considerations of reason and humanity must 
be held to be above even the Shästras, where the latter come into conflict with 
them. The Shästras could not have contemplated the immature ravishment of 
girls, but if they did, then the Shästras must give way to science. The argu- 
ment against the Bill reduces itself simply to this, that a very few children 
arrive at premature puberty before the age of twelve, and therefore, if they 
happen to. be married, they must be victimised. Although puberty may 
appear, still cohabitation at such a tender age might involve serious risk | 
or cause some permanent injury to the victim. But they must be immolated 
on the shrine of religion, according to this enlightened gentleman, some time 
Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court. | | 


11. The Dnydnodaya (12), in its issue of the 22nd January, writes :— 
Although the Bill for raising the age of consent does not go the length we think 
it should, one cannot but view with satisfaction the thought that the Supreme 
Legislature has taken up the cause of suffering child-wives. The Bill may fall 
far short of what it should be, but it is on the right path, and for that all must be 
thankful. If the age of consent is raised from ten to twelve now, it can be 
raised to fourteen hereafter with less trouble than now. Notwithstanding the 
absurd and almost wicked cry that such legislation is contrary to the Hindu 
religion, raised by a few who have very little knowledge of the requirements of 
true religion, we believe the mass of India’s good-hearted people will be in 
sympathy with the Bill and rejoice when it is passed. If the Hindu religion 
prevents the tender little ones from being protected, of what use is that religion 
to India? Is there no significance in the fact that it has to devolve on 
Christians to plead for |merciful laws for widows and child-wives? We are 
comforted by the thought that the opposition of orthodox or heterodox Hindus 
to such merciful legislation will drive the better minds to that religion that cares 
for the helpless and weak. a 


12. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 18th January, writes :— 
The statement and remarks with which the Honourable Mr. Scoble -introduced 
the Age of Consent Bill impress one with the fact that the honourable gentleman 
in charge of the Bill enjoys the combined advantages of knowledge and sym- 
pathy. For quiet, manly dignity, implying a determination to do what he 
conceives to be right, Sir Andrew Scoble’s remarks will be long remembered 
in the annals of Anglo-Indian legislation. Unfortunately, in accepting the 
lowest possible standard, the Law Member appears to have ignored recent ex- 
perience and the consensus of medical opinion, Indian as well as er that 
has so materially helped the question to a point. However, considering the 
ways of the Indian Legislature in such matters, and the attitude of the present 
head of the Government, we must make the best of the situation. A great 
principle has been vindicated so far, as in the case of the Ibert Bill, and we 
are content for the while to let the popular mind be familiarized with this 
slightly raised standard of moral duty. His Excellency the Viceroy’s answer to 
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Sir R. Mitter appears to have been effective and far-reaching. The limit of age 
should be raised for the protection of helpless female children. His Excellency 
pointed out that if in one respect the propo8ed amendment made the law more. 
stringent, in another respect it took greater precautions than beforeagainst an abuse 
of the law. This is an advantage the opponents cannot fail to appreciate. So far 
as regards the first resolution of the London Committee. As regards the remain- 
ing three, more or less, Lord Lansdowne seems to have joined issue with his 
distinguished predecessors and former colleagues in office. The London Com- 
mittee is not incapable of trying conclusions with him, nor does it insist upon 
everyone of its recommendations being adopted forthwith; But it strikes us as 
rather curious that His Excellency should lay so much stress on his ſ“ closer 
contact with the people of India than he seemed willing to allow to men who 
have been much longer in this country and have had a closer and much more 
varied experience. However, that by the way. We have no wish to embarrass’ 
the Government. They mean weil, and we readily give them credit even for 


their intentions. Lord Lansdowne is justified to some extent in the views he 


expressed as regards the ratification of infant marriages, as he understood it. 
The point that His Excellency seems to have missed is this: whatever the people 
of India may do with regard to infant marriage, why should a non-interfering 
foreign Government be so eager to sanction and enforce the consequences following 
from the ceremony? Are the Government bound to be a party to an irrational 
system which has proved the bane of the country, and which is opposed alike 
to common sense and to the laws of nature? We thought we had made it clear 
that what the party of reform wanted at the hands of Government was not 
interference, but withdrawal from interference. His Excellency's remarks 
as to suits for the so-called restitution of conjugal rights appear to us to 
have been still less to the point. That cases under this law are infrequent 
is no argument in favour of maintaining it, when we know that the suit 
is un-Indian, an importation from Christian countries, and that it has been 
repudiated even in those countries where adult marriages obtain. Is it fair 
that the suit should be perpetuated in India on the top of non-consensual 
infant marriages which bind down the wives during the lifetime of their 
husbands, and even after that, while they leave the husbands at liberty to 
have as many more wives as they like, and at any time? Is it for the non- 
interfering British Legislature to force the wife, under such circumstances, to 
submit to the husband or to accept imprisonment as the only alternative P. 
That was the question before Government. From the grudging manner in 
which His Excellency offered a concession in this regard, one would think it 
went sorely against his grain. No doubt, he has administrative difficulties to 
deal with in settling such questions, and we would fain leave him a free hand 
there. On the other hand, we think we have a right to insist upon a clear 
apprehension by Government of the principles that underlie the points at issue. 
In dealing with the resolution to remove any legal obstacles stil] standing in the 
way of the remarriage of widows, Lord Lansdowne must be admitted to have 
made good use of his opportunities. There is no gainsaying the general drift of 
his arguments. But here, too, His Excellency seems to have entirely lost sight 
of the offer made by Lord Dufferin’s Government in their resolution of 8th 
October 1886. This is an unfortunate omission for one who has eyidently taken. 
some pains to look into the question. We equally regret his misconception of 
the views so ably enunciated by the correspondent of the Times, whose letters on 
the subject haye done so much to bring it within the sphere of practical politics, 
The writer of those letters commands a special knowledge of the subject, such as 
very few others can boast of. His letters are the result not only of prolonged and 
intimate acquaintance, but also of anxious consultation with Hindu authorities, 
especially on the Bengal side, We ourselves happen to differ from some few of his 
conclusions, but they are none the less entitled to consideration. It seems his views 
would be better appreciated if the writer had time to express them in a less techni- 
cal form. We may revert to Lord Lansdowne’s speech, which is singularly lucid 
and 9 If we cannot afford to be equally outspoken at this moment, we 
shall still endea voup to point out the errors of some of his assumptions as well as 
arguments. Meanwhile, it only remains for us to thank the Government of 
India for the beginning they have made with the new year. We assure them, 
as we have assuped our Hindu coyntrymen throughout, that we want nothing 


. 


more than that Her Majesty's Gracious Proclamation of 1858 be utilized in this 
behalf, in its spirit as in its letter, and that a righteous and progressive Govern- 
ment make such social reform possible amongst the people as they can by 
correcting their own mistakes of law and policy. 


13. The Kdthidwar Times (3), in its issue of the 16th January, writes :— 
Barring one grave objection, of which we shall say presently, there is very little 
which would justify opposition to the Bill which Sir C. Andrew Scoble laid 
before the Legislative Council on Friday last for raising the age of consent from 
ten to twelve for married and unmarried girls, for the measure being framed 
along the line of least resistance is worthy of cordial support by the reformers. 
and the anti-reformers. It must be conceded by all persons who have any 
knowledge of the frailty of human nature that such a legal check is necessary 
to restrain men from taking advantage of their marital right prematurely. We 
will not dispute the right and duty of the State to interfere for the protection 
of any class of subjects where a decided necessity exists for such interfer- 
ence and where the religious precepts of a community suffer in no way. It 
appears that no ordinary care has been taken by Sir Andrew Scoble in fram- 
ing the Bill. It is very cautiously framed and is surprisingly moderate, and 
that is one of the principal causes why it should be adopted without further 
obstruction. Its objects are twofold—the protection of female children from 
- immature prostitution, and from premature cohabitation. No one can den 
that it will act as a powerful deterrent in checking the training of females for 
the life of vice from a tender age, and that the villains who now manage to 
escape with impunity from merited punishment on the ground that the victims 
had consented to the outrage will not now go unpunished. Though the existing 
law is adequate in some respects to cope with the mischief intended to be guarded 
against by the Age of Consent Bill, yet we see no harm in adopting additional pre- 
cautions. The grave objection to the Bill which we alluded to at the outset is 
the contention that Hindu Shastras demand not only that girls should be married 
before they reach puberty, but that as soon as puberty is reached consummation of 
marriage must take place. As very often puberty is reached before girls attain 
the age of twelve, it is contended that husbands, according to the Shästras, would 
commit sin if they did not then consummate marriage. On this line Sir Romesh 
Chandra Mitter opposed the Bill, but his opposition, is not such as should prove 
of much avail, for the Hindu religious authorities, as pointed out by Mr. Nulkar, 
are so varied and contradictory that it is often difficult to decide as to which of 
them ought to be accepted and followed in preference to others. We think even 
the opponents of the Bill will have the good sense to admit that Mr. Nulkar’s 
argument in support of the Bill carries conviction. The Viceroy has taker a 
very cautious view and he has been throughout very guarded in his speech, 
especially on the conjugal rights question—an attitude deserving of praise 
rather than censure. 


14. The Subodh Patrika (18), in its issue of the 18th January, writes :— 
To our humble judgment, Sir Romesh Mitter’s speech opposing the Bill does not 
show such a full and fair grasp of the situation as one might reasonably have 
expected from a gentleman of his learning, culture and judicial experience. In 
the whole of the speech there is not one word of abhorrence for the custom which 
the Bill seeks to put down. He is tender towards the Shästras; he is full of 
sympathy for bigotry and blind usage: but he has not a word of compassion 
for the child-wite, when in the name of religion he asks the Legislature to let 
ravishment on her alone! Nor is there any adherence in his speech to 
any settled and consistent principle. The key-note of it is the promise given 
by Her Majesty not to interfere with religion; but Sir Romesh does not fol- 
low the inference he draws from the Bill in support of his opposition to that 
Bill by asking for the repeal of the existing law, which, if his position 
be sound, ought to be removed from the statute book. Sir Romesh, in fact, con - 
tents himself with adopting adeprecatory tone towards the Bill and takes his 
stand on party lines, instead of looking at the question from a practical states- 
man’s point of view and having due regard to the limitations and qualifications 
subject to which the Legislature and the State have observed the principle of 
non-interference with religion. Sir Romesh’s speech is all the more to be regret- 
ted, since it is not only not conceived in a spirit of practical and cautious 
oan 1502—3 
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enlightenment, but is ill-suited to inform or guide our alien rulers, who are 
told by: him in extremely: vague terms not to interfere with religion, but who do 
not receive from him any light as to the important question whether a State is 
bound to tolerate every inhuman and barbarous act perpetrated m the name of 
religion, In India every question may be made to fall within the eategory of reli- 
gion—even murder ; and all government will be at a deadlock if religion is invoked 
to.support heinous acts. The position taken by Sir Romesh becomes all the more. 
unfortunate for the country at 9 time when we are seeking for a responsible 
share in the administration. In all these respects his speech contrasts very un- 
favourably with the terse observations of the Honourable Mr. Nulkar, which 
pat the question involved in Sir Andrew Scoble’s. measure in a nutshell. 
Mr. Nulkar has, in fact, to some extent tried to repair the mischief done by 
0 Romesh, and to save the credit of educated Natives on this side of India at 


15. As regards the observation of the Honourable Mr. Nulkar that the 
opposition to the Age of Consent Bill and the fear of Government interference 
with the Hindu marriage customs are due to the agitation of social reformers, 
the same newspaper writes :—The action of the reformers. in question is not 
without. justification. They appealed to the Legislature for a law regulating 
the minimum marriageable age, only when they found that society could 
do nothing of itself. All the talk about “reform from within” has been 
found after the experience of many years to be hollow. The caste system has 
no vitality left in it for the promotion of any reform. It has power left only to 
perpetuate bad customs, but for any progressive work it can hardly be counted 
upon. Societies have been formed; pledges have been taken for the promotion of 
marriage reform, but their history is a staring proof of the fact that little can be 
done by our people when the reform of social abuses affecting women in particular 
is left to them. As the proceedings of the last National Congress show most 

ineontestibly, the very men who say that Government ought not to pass any law 
affecting the marriage question, because such a law would be an interference with 
their religion, are prepared themselves to treat that very religion with contempt, to 
set aside orthodoxy for the attainment of political power. What does this 
show but that our men will not care for religion or orthodoxy where their own 
selfish interests are concerned, whereas they wish to invoke the support of that 
very religion and orthodoxy where the interests of women are involved? Under 
these circumstances the social reformers who have appealed for legislative 
interference had no other alternative left but to call for that interference. 
They found that our men would merely talk and do nothing where woman’s 
cause was concerned, and events have justified their action. 3 ! 


16. The Phenix (5), in its issue of the 14th January, writes: —Considered. 
by themselves, Sir Romesh Chandra’s arguments do not appear very forcible. 
He said that in Bengal it wasa matter of religion to consummate marriage when 
some physical conditions appeared which might happen before the age of twelve. 

This argument would apply with equal force to the present age limit. There are 
instances in which the physical conditions“ referred to have appeared before 
the age of ten years, and yet consummation under that age, even if sanctioned b 
religion, would be an offence under the existing law. But we doubt, as Mr. 
Nulkar does, if consummation is a religious injunction and must be fulfilled 
as soon as a girl arrives at puberty. It may be a superstitious notion owing to 
the growth of animalism, but it cannot be anything better. Beyond everything, 
however, the interests of humanity require that even the cloak of religion 
should not be allowed to protect a custom which is perhaps worse than brutal 
and fatal to the healthy propagation of an important branch of the human race. 
Thanks to Mr. Malabari’s earnestness and sincerity of zeal, and also to another 
clear-headed and modest worker in the cause of social reform, who has put the 
case for the raising of the age of consent with remarkable precision and pithiness, 
a most vitally important reform is about to be launched under the s hand 
of the Legislature. The only other small modicum of reform which the Legisla- 
ture will pass is the 22 of imprisonment which will be removed, to enforce 
restitution of conjugal rights, so that unwilling wives like Rakhmébdi may not 
be compelled. to choose between a loathsome husband and the horrors of a 
prison. 
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17. The Indu Prakdeh (14), in its issue of the 19th January, considers the 
opposition raised by the people in Calcutta to the Age of Consent Bill to be 
futile, and says :— We hope our countrymen on this side of India will keep their 
heads cool. After the statement made by the Viceroy it is not possible to raise 
any alarm about Government interference except by misrepresentation. There 
is reason to think that incorrect notions about the scope of the Bill are still 
entertained by the common people. This misapprehension should be dispelled 
by friends of the Bill with the aid of leaflets, placards or public lectures. Every 
effort should be made to infuse among the people a correct knowledge of the 
intentions of the Government. If the public is well informed, it is possible that 
we may be saved from the unseemly agitation that threatens to fiat Calcutta. 


18. The Hindusthdn (108), in its issue of the 18th January, observes:— 
The Bill does not in any way interfere with the religion of the people and it 
is the duty of Government to protect young girls' from the brutal conduct 
of their fanatic husbands. The Hindu Shästras do not require that girls 
under twelve years should begin their married life, and the orthodox peqple 
simply oppose the Bill on the false ground of its tendency to come in the way of 
religion, which fixes only the marriageable age of girls. It is wrong to expect 
that in Hindu social matters any progress will ever be made from within, and 
just as Government are bound to punish murderers, so are they bound to 
punish such husbands as would cohabit with their wives of tender age. Govern- 
ment ought not to listen to the masses as they do not understand their own 
interests, and should be guided by such men as have the interests of the country 
at heart. The raising of the age of consent will result in much good to the 
people, who must thank Government and the reformers for the new law. 


19. The Broach Mitra (96), in its issue of the 21st January, observes :— 
There is every probability of the Bill being passed into a law, and it is therefore 
advisable for the leadmg gentlemen of the Hindu community to suggest such 
changes as would make the law suitable to them instead of protesting against 
the Bill. If Government intend to interfere with the religious rites of the 
Hindus in spite of vehement opposition, they should do away altogether with the 
provision of imprisonment for enforcing a decree for the restitution of conjugal 
rights, as that is a point on which there is no difference of opinion. 


20. The Sudhdrak (19) of the 19th January is very glad that the Age 
of Consent Bill is about to be passed notwithstanding the silly and factious 
arguments brought against it by the orthodox people, highly approves of the 
speeches of the Honourable Sir Andrew Scoble and Mr. Nulkar in support of 
the measure, and says that there is nothing surprising in Sir Romesh Chandra 
Mitter having attempted to oppose the Bill declaring consummation of marriage 
before the age of twelve to be illegal and liable to be punished with transporta- 
tion, as he belongs to that part of the country where the zenana system is in 
full vogue, and where women being prevented by the custom of the country 
from even looking at men who are not their blood-relations must be anxious to 
have the company of their husbands comparatively at an earlier stage of life. 


21. The Bakul (23) of the 18th January does not think that the Bill in 
any way interferes with Hindu religion, and says that even if it did, it would 
be a very desirable thing to set aside unreasonable or cruel injunctions of the 
Shästras and to legally prohibit. premature consummation of marriage, as was the 
case with the inhuman practice of Sati. 


22. The Native Opinicn (16), in its issue of the 18th January, disapproves 

Di 1 of the Age of Consent Bill, saying that it is plainly in 

Conpert hilt 8 violation of the promise of religious neutrality given 

in the Queen's Proclamation of 1858, inasmuch as it 

prohibits the performance of the ceremony of Garbhddhdna or consummation 

of marriage before the age of twelve even though it is enjoined by the Hindu 

religion on the first a nce of the menses which may take place before the 

age prescribed in the Bill in question, that Government are ill-advised in bringing 
forward the Bill in opposition to the sound opinions expressed on the 2 b 

experienced leaders of Hindu society such as Raja Sir T. Madhav Rao, Sir Romesh 
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Chandra Mitter and the Honourable Justice Mutu Swämi Iyar of the Madras 
High Court, and that a handful of men like Mr. Beheramji Malabäri and others 
who are pressing Government to force social reforms on the Hindu society do 
not at all indicate the consensus of public opinion on the subject, which is 
entirely against the Bill and looks upon it asa breach of the promise of religious 
neutrality, Sir Andrew Scoble’s and the Viceroy’s opinions to the contrary not- 
withstanding. a 


23. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 18th January, writes :—~The 


debate that took place in the Viceregal Legislative Council on the introduction 


of what is known as the Age of Consent Bil] is marked by two very opposite 
characteristic features. That debate is, as will be admitted on all hands, very 
instructive and interesting in several ways. But it is as rich in some portions of 
it as it is poor in others, The speech of the Viceroy, it must be admitted, is the 
speech of the day, Putting aside that part of it which refers directly to the 
amendment in hand, the remainder will be hailed with delight and satisfaction 
by all the parties into which Indian society is divided on the question of reform. 
We congratulate the Viceroy upon the courage he has shown in grappling with 
the questions raised by the English committee of reform, and cannot adequately 
praise him for the statesmanship he has exhibited in giving a timely assurance 
to the Indian society that, whatever the English committee might suggest, the 
Government of India are, at all events, alive to their own responsibilities and will 
never allow such wild suggestions to sway its time-honoured policy of religious 
neutrality, Lord Lansdowne has, we say, conferred a great boon both upon 
England and India by his wise enunciation and exposition of the absurdity 
contained in the various resolutions of the English committee, and thus once 
for all allaying the great irritation that had been provoked by the thoughtless 
action of a few frenzied Indian individuals. But we are sorry we cannot give 
to His Lordship the same praise for his utterances relating to the question before 
the Legislative Council. Indeed, all the speeches bearing upon the point, with 
the exception of that made by the Honourable Sir Romesh Chandra Mitter, 
appear to be full of logical fallacies. In fact, reading the whole of the reason- 
ing of the Honourable Sir Andrew Scoble, so carefully given for the purpose of 
supporting the amendment, one is led .to think that the honourable member is 
driving at quite something else, and one is only surprised when he comes to the 
end of his speech to find that the whole chain of ratiocination logically leading 
to one conclusion is made the basis of quite a different inference. Granting all 
the premisses with which the learned mover starts, it is difficult to see how the 
proposal to bring all intercourse by a husband with his wife below the age of 
twelve under the definition of rape can be supported. It is a perfect non 
sequitur. Sir Andrew asserts that the Bill does not conflict with the religious. 
belief of the Hindus, and we can therefore safely infer that if in his own 
opinion it did as a matter of fact conflict, he would never support it. He is 
perfectly correct in saying that at all events intelligent Hindu publie 
opinion as well as orthodox religious belief condemns sexual intercourse by a 
husband with his wife before she has attained puberty. But what we fail to see 
is how these assertions are consistent with the drawing of the line at twelve. 
What they do in a correct course of reasoning is that they draw the 
line at menstruation. But what connection there is between the period of 
menstruation and the age of twelve is not properly explained. Conceding that a 
law prohibiting sexual intercourse before menstruation is one which only 

strengthens the Hindu religious law as understood and observed by the people. 

we cannot concede that a law prohibiting intercourse before the age of twelve, if 
there be menstruation, will not conflict with Hindu law. The Bill is defective: 
firstly, because it permits ochabitation before puberty when the girl does not attain 
it till thirteen or fourteen ; and, secondly, it directly conflicts with Hindu law in 
cases of married girls attginjng puberty before twelve. It is to be moreover regret- 
ted that the honourable mover rather misunderstands the function of legislation. 
He says it will have an educative effect. Now, it is certainly à dangerous 
doctrine to maintain that the function of law is educational. Law is to a 
society what grammar is to a language. Neither can and ought legitimately to 
go in advance of what it is invented to regulate; otherwise we are sure to 
run the greatest risks and we shall not know where to stap, In every civilized 
society it is a fact that legislation generally is behind the time, and we fail to 
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see why in this country alone free play should be given to Platonic and 
experimental legislation. As regards the speech of the Honourable Mr. Nulkar, 
we are sorry to say that it shows that that honourable gentleman has entirely 
failed to appreciate the real points at issue. He is not for what is a fact, but 
for what ought to be a fact according to his own judgment. He treats the 
argument of Hindu law with contempt, observing as he does that the texts on 
the point are conflicting. He is not a lawyer and therefore may be excused for 
his ideas about what lawyers generally understand by Hindu law and custom. 
But it is really strange that a man of his years and experience should be found 
talking in such unmeaning phrases. To us his speech is really disappointing. 
He could indeed have supported the Bill with far better arguments. At all 
events, we are constrained to.say that he spoke like a partisan rather than like a 
statesman, and his views very well exemplify what has been often asserted that 
reformers like him do not really represent the people on social questions. The 
speech of the Honourable Sir R. Mitter, however, redeems the debate from the. 
slough of inaccuracy and fallacy into which it has fallen. Sir Romesh Chandra’s 
authority generally as a lawyer is unquestioned, and he spoke at the Council 
Board on this question with a peculiar grasp and weight all his own. He has, 
we think, successfully put the speech of the honourable mover to a judicial 
analysis and has with great effect exposed the fallacies underlying it. Words 
from a gentleman of his position will, we hope, have their due effect, and if they 
have failed to defeat the Bill on the first oczasion they will in the end, we are 
sure, compel the Viceroy and the honourable members into a correct apprecia- 
tion of the illogical nature of its provisions. | 


24. The Kdthidiodr Times (3), in its issue of the 21st January, writes :— 
There is a tremendous agitation all over India, particularly in Bengal, over the 
Age of Consent Bill introduced by Sir Andrew Scoble. In Calcutta the introduc- 
tion of the measure was announced by placards containing the following: 
«<The Age of Consent Bill introduced. Dohai Maharanee. Our Religion is in 
danger.“ Meetings are being held to vehemently oppose the Bill. It appears 


that the Vicerey would have declined to do anything with the measure had he 
not received a mandate from England and had he not been assured that it was a 
really harmless measure and that the opposition arose from pure ignorance of 
the aim and scope of the reform, which would disappear as soon as the people 
came to know of its real nature. Irrespective of the religious aspect of the 
question, there are other circumstances which demand our careful attention. 
The Bill is likely to prove a curse to the poor Indians, constituted and circum- 
stanced as they are. It is thus argued: “A couple is married, A rascal lodges 
information toa constable that the couple had passed the night as man and 
wife, the girl being below twelve. The constable informs the Magistrate and 
the husband is hauled up. The case must end in eternal disgrace to the families 
of the husband and wife, and it also may end in the transportation of the 
husband.“ Now this is quite within the range of possibility in a country where 
perjury is of everyday occurrence. Besides, how are the couple to disprove the 
charge, and how will they be able to prove perjury on the part of the persons 
they are maligned by? The Viceroy in his speech seems to have been entirely 
guided by Sir Andrew Scoble, and he seems to be in this matter only a helpless 
tool in the hands of others. Although the police cannot run down the people of 
their own accord, yet the people will be hardly protected. As the Magistfates will 
have power to haul up any couple at their own will, there is likely to be.a great 
miscarriage of justice and eternal disgrace to entire families. As he will not be 
at all held responsible for it, any Magistrate can cause the daughter of any man 
just married being examined by a medical man. As there is no guarantee of 
advantage being taken of the measure for the satisfaction of revenge, it is quite 
possible that the measure will be the medium for private malice for disgracing 
families. The charges may be quashed eventually, but how will the disgrace of 
being hauled up before a Magistrate and examined by a medical man be wiped 
off ? Besides, very often such cases will resylt in wholesale mumers, for spirited 
Hindus, such as the Rajputs, will nat suffer themselves to be submitted to such 
ignominy ; and the Government will be compelled nolens volens to repeal the 
Bill within a few months of its being passed into law. The Bill if passed cannot 
prevent the kind of crime it is intended to suppress. The suggestion that it 
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will have an educative effect upon the people is rather secondary and unimportant; 
If a husband is sent to jail, what will become of the girl-wife? Who will pro- 
tect her? Will not she curse the philanthropists who have thus been the cause of 
her everlasting shame and ruin? Cases like that of Hari Maitee are not of every- 
day occurrence. Besides, it was proved by medical evidence that Hari Maitee 
had previous intercourse with his wife, who was a well-developed girl, and who 
of her own accord had come to her husband on the day she died of bleeding. 
By passing the Bill we wrong the Hindus. A Hindu is the last person to 
suffer himself to be meddled with in the matter of religion and in the matter 
of woman. By passing the Bill we meddle with both. The consequence 
of this will be in the long run disastrous to the country and discreditable to 
Government. 


25. The Gujarati (84), in its issue of the 18th January, observes :— 
Amongst the Hindus marriage is not considered a mere contract, but a religious 
sacrament, and Government ought to be very careful before interfering with 
their religious rites. The Bill recently introduced by the Honourable Sir Andrew 
Scoble is very harsh and Draconian in nature and effect, and it will therefore 
never be approved of by the Hindu community. The age of consent may be 
raised to twelve years, but as it is impossible for the husband to commit rape 
on his wife, Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code, which makes this exercise of 
one’s marital rights an offence, may be abandoned, and a new one in conformity 
with the Hindu Shästras and popular religious belief, inflicting a nominal 
punishment in such cases, be made. An ordinary man who ravishes a girl under 
twelve years ought certainly to meet with condign punishment, but the proposal 
to prohibit cohabitation in the case of a wife who attains to puberty and is sent 
to her husband with the due religious ceremonies being performed, does surely 
interfere with the religious law of the Hindus. It is wrong to say that people 
have asked for such a law or that it isin conformity with the Hindu Shastras. It 
seems that His Excellency the Viceroy has introduced the Bill on account of strong 
pressure exercised by the English committee, and if Government are arbitrary 
in making it law without the necessary changes the consequences will be ve 
serious. Even in England a man committing adultery with a girl between ten 
and twelve years is not guilty of rape. The Bill has already created a panic 
among the people. The police will have opportunities of making inroads upon 
the privacy of private families, the people at large will have a powerful engine 
for revenge upon their enemies by reporting against them, several married ladies 
will have to live separated from their husbands and will besides be reduced to 
straits, and there will be no harmony and happiness amongst the Hindus. 
The late Honourable Sir Maxwell Melvill, who was a staunch advocate of social 
reform, and Sir William Muir have expressed their opinions against such an 
alteration in the existing law. We.therefore recommend that a strong protest 
be made against the present Bill, and further hope that sensible reformers will 
also join the movement. Our contemporaries in Gujarat should consider the 
question very carefully and represent popular opinion on the subject instead 
of giving their individual opinion without due consideration. 


26. The Satyavakta (123), in its issue of the 23rd January, observes :— 
The Bill has caused a flutter amongst the orthodox community. The Hindus 
generally pay the utmost respect to the Shästras even at the sacrifice of some 
worldly good ; and there is sure to be a conflict between the religious dictates of 
the Shastras and those of the Legislature, as the former decree that a girl should be 
made to cohabit with her husband as soon as she attains puberty. A handful of 
reformers may be in favour of the Bill, but Government ought to be careful in 
passing it into a law, as by doing so they will lose the confidence of the people 


and the matter should be postponed for a few months in order to gauge public 
opinion about it. } : 


27. The Suryd Prakdsh (90), in its issue of the 17th January, observes :— 
One cannot believe that the Bill has been introduced without any pressure from 
the English committee, and if this be true people will have just cause to fear, 
notwithstanding the assurances given by His Excellency the Viceroy to the con- 
trary, that Government would gradually interfere with other social customs, such 
as infant marriage and widow-marriage. It is not right that Government should 
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interfere in the social customs of the people. A public meeting is shortly to 
be convened at Caloutta to protest against the Bill, and we would advise its 
promoters to pass a resolution to carry out the proposed change in their society 
within a short time without Government interference. | : 


28. The Praja Mat (119), in its issue of the 17th January, observes:— The 
age of consent was fixed at ten years after mature consideration, and no sufficient 
reasons have been shown in support of the proposed change. Government 
ought to have, before introducing the Bill at the instance of a few English ladies 
and others who are ignorant of Hindu customs, duly considered the protests 
of the Pandits and other Hindus. If the Bill is passed into a law it will violate 
the solemn promises made in the Royal Proclamation of 1858. : 


29. The Satyodayd (124), in its issue of the 22nd January, expresses 
similar sentiments, and adds that if Government intended to introduce this Bill 
six months ago, as is alleged, it is not right on their part to have kept the public 
in ignorance of it so long and taken them by surprise. 


30. The Ahmedabad Times (91), in its issue of the 21st January, ob- 
serves :—The proposed law will do no good to the people, while some innocent 
persons will be victimised. We therefore recommend the inhabitants of Ahmed- 
abad and other cities to protest against the Bill. If Government have no scruples 
to interfere in the religious rites of the Hindus under the pretext of protecting 


young girls, they had better fix the marriageable age of girls rather than raise 
the age of consent. 


31. A correspondent of the Gujardt Darpan (83), in its issue of the 18th 
January, disapproves of Government interference in the religious rites of the 
Hindus, which, he says, is owing to there being no representatives of the people 
in the Legislative Councils and to the law-givers being foreigners and ignorant 


of the social usages of the people. He also says that it is more difficult to 
repeal a law than to make it. 


82. The Kesari (87), in its issue of the 20th January, praises His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy for his earnest desire to respect the promise of religious 
neutrality given in the Queen's Proclamation and to abstain from interference 
with Hindu religion, pronounces the opinion expressed by Sir Romesh Chandra 
Mitter to be the real opinion of the general Native public, censures the Honour- 
able Mr. Nulkar for having made light of the religious feelings of the people 
and of the injunctions of the Shästras and for having given vent to his own 
private opinions without attempting to refute the arguments of Sir Romesh 
and says that the Viceroy and Sir Andrew Scoble have misunderstood the 
Hindu law on the subject, and that unless the people take pains to undeceive 
them and to indicate that the general public opinion is against the Bill, 


the Bill would be passed, involving the whole Native society in unbearable 
trouble. | 


33. The Vdrtdhar (20), in its issue of the 18th January, also thinks 
that the Honourable Mr. Nulkar has, without representing the opinion of the 
general public about the Bill, expressed his own individual convictions which 


are favourable to the heterodox reformers, and has thereby incurred public 
odium. 


34. The Pratod (57), in its issue of the 19th January, regrets that Govern- 
ment should be about to pass the Bill in opposition to public opinion, and says 
‘that there is not the least doubt that Government will, by this interference with 
Hindu religion, hurt the feelings of the whole Hindu society.—Several other 
newspapers express their disapproval of the Bill and say that there is no necessity 
whatever for such a law. The Shubh Suchak (66) fears that if once Government 
break their promise of not interfering with religious matters by passing this 
unnecessary Bill, they will be tempted to go further and prohibit by a legislative 
measure idol-worship and ultimately to endanger Hindu religion, manners and 
customs, and to trample upon the people's liberty and rights. | 
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35. In a communicated article, the Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 18th 
January, writes :—The Honourable Mr. Scoble has at 
last introduced a measure raising the age of consent 
from ten to twelve. The object is described to be two- 
fold: (1) the prevention of immature prostitution; (2) the prevention of pre- 
mature cohabitation. Both objects are extremely praiseworthy, as they have 
direct and very important bearing on the physical and moral well-being of the 
nation. Indeed, as regards the first object there is no question even as regards 
the means fit to be employed to secure it. It is admitted on all hands that the 
increased protection contemplated to be afforded by law is the safest as well as 
the surest remedy for checking immature prostitution. Most delicate questions 
arise, however, when we look to the second object. There, too, the goodness of 
the object everybody admits. The question is whether it is desirable and safe 
for a foreign Government professing a different religion to interfere with the 
religious usages of a subject nation when it has generously but definitely pro- 
mised not to do so. The Hindu religion is a bundle of written injunctions and 
unwritten customs, both having an equal force in the view of the people ; 
indeed, in many cases the custom over-rides the sanctions of the written law, 
as our Judges and law-writers are but too well aware. Such being the 
case, the question arises whether the law, by raising the age of consent to 
twelve in the case of husbands with child-wives, would not interfere with the 
law and usage among the Hindus as it obtains at present. In practical matters 
where the consequences are serious, it is as futile to appeal to the past as to the 
future. Government must deal with the hard, the real, the substantive pre- 
sent, and leave the past and the future to historians and speculators. Such 
being the clear duty of a responsible legislature that professes to have the 
highest respect (we should have liked it to pay absolute respect) to the gracious 
Proclamation of 1858, will it not by passing the present Bill directly interfere 
with the practices of the Hindus? As you have ably pointed out on more 
occasions than one, it will in some cases, however few, It is a fact, however 
rare, that a few child-wives show signs of puberty before twelve, whatever the 
cause, Itis also a fact that according to common usage the consummation 
ceremony generally takes place a few days after the appearance of the well- 
known signs. We know the ceremony may be deferred on our side, but thé 
Hindu law does not prohibit its performance before any definite age, and the 
Hindu usage sanctionsit. The case in Bengal isdifferent. The only prohibition 
is that it is not to take place before the child-wife has begun to menstruate. 
Now suppose that a child-wife begins to menstruate before she has completed her 
twelfth year, and according to present usage the consummation ceremon 
takes place soon after, is the law going to haul up the parties concerned before 
the Magistrate? ‘Suppose the husband is a minor, who is to be held responsible 
for the breach of the would-be law? The priest or the father? We trust these 
questions will be satisfactorily answered before the Bill passes into law. If the 
Government is bent upon improving our physical and moral well-being by law 
without interfering with our religion, then the only logical and safe course. 
open to it, as far as we can see, is to mention no limit of age in the case of child- 
wives, but simply to declare that a husband cohabiting with his wife before she 
begins to menstruate will be considered to have committed an offence, whatever 
the age of the wife. If the Legislature adopts such a course it will have escaped 
all the difficulties, nay, will have gained its object in a higher degree than it 
has proposed to itself at present. Neither written law nor acknowledged usage 
allows any Hindu to cohabit with his wife before she has begun to show signs of 
maturity, and in very many cases maturity is deferred till the child-wife is past: 
thirteen and in 95 cases out of 100 till she is at least past twelve. So that with. 
out trenching either upon Hindu law or Hindu usage, the age of consent will 
have in practice been extended to till after twelve if the course proposed be 
adopted. To secure this unexpected advantage and to escape from the difficulty 
of violating the solemn assurances contained in the Proclamation of 1858, the 
Legislature may well be asked to forego the contemplated good in the remaining 
five cases where puberty may take place before twelve. Accurately speaking, 
the evil thenjexisting will not extend even to five cases out of a hundred, use, 
as we have already explained, it is not strictly obligatory upon any one, except 
jn Bengal, to consummate his marriage as soon as his wife shows signs of puberty. 


An ame dment in the Age 
of Consent Bill proposed. 
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In respectable households on our side the ceremony is often deferred to a certain 

riod, and consequently by making such a just concession Government will 
have killed two birds with one stone. The age of consent and therefore of 
cohabitation will be raised to after twelve, and in not a few cases to 
thirteen, fourteen and even fifteen, and there will be no reasonable ground 
for complaint among the orthodox Hindus that the Mabdp Sarkär, in viola- 
tion of its solemn promises, has interfered with their religion and their 
usages. Perhaps it may be objected to this proposal that it leaves the age of 
consent too indefinite and varying with individual cases for the safe working of 
a section in the Penal Code. We admit the charge is not altogether irrelevant, 
nay, it has some positive force. But even in the case of twelve years’ limit, which 
has in addition the demerit of interfering with Hindu usage in cases however 
few, the same objection more or less applies. With the imperfect system, or 
rather no reliable system, of registration of births that exists at present, and will 
continue unimproved for years to come, what guarantee is there that a girl under 
twelve shall always be proved to be under twelve, or, in the case of malicious 
prosecution, a girl above twelve may not be proved to be under twelve? Such 
vagueness and indefiniteness is, if we may say so, inseparable from Indian law 
and procedure, at least for an indefinite period. Moreover, the honourable mover 
himself has admitted, aud the President has confirmed, that in their view such 
legislation is intended, and actually operates, more as an educative agency than 
as a deterrent. That has been conceded to be the effect of the present ten years’ 
limit. Will it not then be more politic as well more just to amend the Bill in 
the way we have indicatel? 


Part III. Education. 


36. The. afive Opinion (16), in its issue of the 22nd January, writes :— 
The list of new Fellows has just been published, and 
This year’s appointments as the selection must have received the approval 
to the Fellowships of the of both the Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor, we 
Bombay University com- . . ' ° ; 
mented upon. must bow down to their united judgment. One main 
feature in the selections made, however, is the absence 
of the consideration of the question of seniority. ‘Those who ought to have been 
honoured long ago do receive their due after a lapse of years, whilst those who 
are the happy owners of the honour could have well waited some time for the 
present conferment. It would thus appear that the act of selection is a combi- 
nation made up of individual influence and Government favour. In this way 
the really high significance of a University Fellowship is altogether lost sight of, 
and the appointments are reduced to the status of play-things of the whims of 
those in whose gift the appointments may rest. Until the new University Bill 
is passed and the right of appointment is partially at least, if not wholly, 
transferred to the graduates of the University, the jobbery of these appointments 
will never cease. We shall not enter upon the invidious task of showing which 
of the new nominees might well have bided their time some time hence; we 
do congratulate them upon the happy wind-fall in their case. But we do 
appeal to the presiding authority of the University that in making these nomi- 
nations it ought to take into consideration the educational claims conjoined 
with University standing of the nominees. There is every chance, of the 
graduates of the Calcutta University being granted the privilege of election in 
the matter of University Fellowships, and we do not see why a similar privilege 
should not be conferred sooner upon our own graduates. We have every hope that 
the committee appointed to reconsider the University Bill will soon do the task 
assigned to them and send it up to Government through the Senate for final 
legislation. : 


37. The Bombay Samdchir (95), in its issue of the 19th January, observes 
that this year’s nomination of 21 gentlemen and a lady as Fellows of the Univer- 
sity of Bombay is very satisfactory, inasmuch as most of the nominees: are 
graduates of some University or other and command respect in the society in 
which they move. The nomination of Miss Edith Pichey-Phipson, M.D., is most 
happy, since the appointment of a lady to a University Fellowship is the first of 
the kind. Government deserve to be congratulated upon this year’s list of 
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Fellows. [The Jéme Jamshed (109), in its issue of the same date, expresses 
similar sentiments, but observes that room should have been made in this list 
for a few leading commercial gentlemen, particularly Mahomedans, and Hindu 
University graduates and other deserving gentlemen residing in Gujarat.) 


38. The Kaieer--Hind (87), in its issue of the 18th January, observes :— 
A student of the Sir Jamsetji Jijibh&i Institution 
A complaint against the having been duly declared a successful candidate at 
2 niversity authori- the last Matriculation Examination joined St. Xavier’s 
ies in connection with the 2 8 ‘ 
result of the last Matricula- College for receiving higher education, but he has 
tion Examination. been subsequently informed by the University Regis- 
trar that he has failed to pass that examination. is 
is very hard on the poor student. This shows laxity and carelessness on the part 
of the University authorities in preparing examination results, and there can be no 
finality to them, for it is just possible that the names of some unsuccessful can- 
didates might have crept amongst those of the successful ones, and vice versa. 
The University authorities should be more careful in future, and should, if 
necessary, declare the result of the Matriculation Examination a day or two after 
the appointed day in order to avoid such a blunder. 


39. An Old Elphinstonian,“ writing to the Native Opinion (16), in its 
issue of the 18th January, says: —At a time when so 
Working hours N —— much interest is being taken in educational questions, 
sors in a Prominent vores® an analysis of the working table of a prominent 
ow ee College in Bombay, recently famous for the notice 
blished in your columns last month, will surely 
interest the public and afford them food for sérious thought :— 
The Principal delivers 6 lectures a week, 
Professor A . 9 
Professor B 138 
Professor C do. 6 
Professor D ° 9 
Professor E a 2 
Professor F . 
Professor G ‘ 9 
Professor H „ 
Professor 1 do. 10 


Thirteen hours a week, that is, two days and a half bond fide work—at the 
rate of five hours a day is the most that a Professor is supposed to do; and there 
is a gentleman who has to work for only 2 hours a week. Let the Director and 
those in charge of public money pity these hard-worked mortals! What have you 
to say to this? Do you not envy six hours’ work a week? This table will also 
teach us where to look for some factors which contribute to swell the list of 
failures at the higher examinations. | | 


40. The same newspaper writes :—The rejection by the University of the 
proposal for making P. E. the test of admission into 


th 7 — ys een me the Grant Medical College was hailed as a boon 
sot te Peace that by those who having passed the Matriculation Exami- 


College. nation were desirous of prosecuting medical studies. 

But the poor fellows did not know that though the 
University had come to their rescue, they would have to count with Dr. Gray, 
the Principal of the College; for we are informed that this officer has lately 
begun to make a selection from the candidates for admission, admitting only 
those who satisfy him in an oral examination in English. It is said that for this 
he has obtained the sanction of the Director of Public Instruction. Last year 
as well as this year some candidates have been rejected. We ask if this is 
justifiable. The University lays down Matriculation as the test for admission. 
The Principal wills otherwise and has an examination of his own ! 


41. The Satyodaya (124), in its issue of the 22nd January, says that there 

is a sore necessity for establishing a High School in 

o tenen 4 Hier gaben the Panch Mahdils District, as the inhabitants are too 
in the Panch Mahdls. poor to send their sons for their education to Ahmedabad 
2 or Surat. The paper observes that the matter was 
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referred to by the municipal authorities at Godhra in their address to His 
Excellency Lord Harris at his recent visit to that place and that people are 
anxiously waiting for a favourable reply, and hopes that if the High School 
is established by Government it will receive the support of the Native Chiefs 
of the Rewa Käntha Agency. 


Part IV. Municipalities. 


42. The Native Optnton (16), in its issue of the 18th January, writes :— 
: Warned by the fate of the Poona Municipality, it 
Financial position of the is high time for the Bombay Corporation to set its 
F and is own house in order. What with heavy defalcations, 
8 — 11 * extravagant and reckless expenditure, increased taxa- 
tion on the food of the poor and the contingency 
of still further enhancements in this and other branches looming in the not 
distant future, what with the readiness of the majority of the Corporation to do 
pooja to and obey those in power, the prospects are gloomy enough. Expen- 
diture is overleaping the income of fifty-nine lakhs, and yet the Corporation 
does not perceive the danger that is unmistakably in store for it. But if the 
Corporation is blind, the rate-payers are beginning to open their eyes. This is 
indeed a very hopeful sign. The unique incident that was witnessed at the 
Corporation meeting on Thursday last, during the discussion on the fire brigade 
item, for which some four lakhs and a half are going to be spent, ought to give 
a rude awakening to our jo-hukum members of the Corporation. That the 
rate-payers had begun to watch the affairs of the municipality became apparent 
from the presence of an unusually large number of them in the hall since 
the commencement of the discussion on the budget. But nobody ever thought 
that they would so soon betray their pent-up feelings in such an emphatic 
manner as they did, when Dr. Cowasji Hormasji boastfully appealed to them 
for their support to the proposed expenditure, against the attacks of the 
small band of independent spirits like Mr. D. E. Wacha, Dr. Bhälchandra, Mr. 
K. M. Shroff and a few others. The rate-payers who could not bear all that was 
going on broke the etiquette and replied with an unanimous and emphatic No, 
no,“ and might have said something else had not the President exercised his 
power of calling them to order. This ebullition of feeling on the part of the 
usually sleepy rate-payers must be taken note of. All this looks like the repeti- 
tion of the municipal history of the times when the Bench of Justices mooted 
the reform question, disgusted with the administration of Mr. A. T. Crawford. 
We say deliberately that we are not far from such a repetition of history; for 
the municipality is fast getting into a similar muddle. 


43. The Kaiser-i-Hind (87), in its issue of the 18th January, writes :— 
For the past three weeks a vigorous attempt has been made to trifle with the public 
spirit of the more independent members of the Bombay Municipal Corporation, 
and bring all manner of influence to bear on them that they may refrain from 
adopting at the budget meetings a line of action which they conscientiously consider 
to be imperatively urgent for the better security and conservation of municipal 
finance from heavy embarrassments in the near future. As we have more than once 
stated in these columns, the condition of the ordinary revenue and expenditure 
of the municipality is not of a most assuring character. We do not mean to 
say that the municipality is insolvent or on the brink of insolvencye But, at 
any rate, there are solid and substantial reasons for the belief that the finances 
are annually drifting into a condition which must sooner or later create an 
apprehension and lead to embarrassments, if not carefully surveyed at this 
juncture and properly kept in hand by those who have in the first instance to 
vote the annual supplies. Those who have carefully watched the estimates 
placed before the Corporation during the past five years cannot deny the force 
of the statement we have made. We do not speak without book when we 
assert that the municipal income, despite additional taxation, does not balance 
the annual expenditure, and that if a sort of surplus is shown in the municipal 
accounts it is a fictitious one and arrived at by a manipulation or cooking 
of accounts which, if practised in any department of the State, would be sharply 
criticised by enlightened public opinion and immediately put a stop to. It is 
notorious that certain whips, and also some far from disinterested members who 
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hanker after official honours and official favours, have been going the round of 
Councillors, persuading them either to absent themselves from the Corporation 
or to vote on the estimates as prepared by the Municipal Commissioner and 
passed by that incompetent body known as the Standing Committee. The 
independence and public spirit of some of the reforming members have been 
rudely shocked at the manner in which these emissaries have been busying 
themselves in their discreditable mission, It is not a new tactic. It was some- 
times adopted under a former régime, but so strong was the force of public 
opinion that those who adopted it took care how they went about their work. 
But the new danger which we refer to is this, The whipping has been lately 
carried on in a manner which is not only scandalous in itself, but highly mis- 
chievous to the growth of that independent civic spirit on which Bombay has 
prided herself for so many years. And the worst of it is that encourage- 
ment is being given (so it is said, with what truth we cannot yet say) to so 
scandalous and injurious a practice from the highest quarters. That the present 
administration is an administration of reactionaries is now being pretty well 
discerned, But it would be an evil day for Bombay, if the report we have heard 
be true (and for the sake of the reputation of the exalted authority we devoutly 
hope it may be officially contradicted) when a governor directly or indirectly 
attempts by his influence and authority tosway municipal finance and endeavour 
to repress that public spirit and independence which have been the chief 
characteristic of the municipal life of Bombay for nearly a quarter of a centu 
ast, We hold strong convictions on this subject and refrain for the present 
— expressing ourselves more at length, in the hope that the warning voice we 
have raised may have its salutary influence on those who thus attempt to trifle 
with municipal independence. This is the new danger which threatens our 
civic life, and if it is really to come to pass under the administration of His 
Excelleney Lord Harris, the sooner the loud and united protest of independent 
citizens is heard at a monster meeting to be specially convened for the purpose, 
the better. Bombay cannot tolerate such official officiousness in the local 
management of her affairs. | | 


44, The Sudhdrak (19), in its issue of the 19th January, writes :—It is no 
part of our duty to defend or even condone real errors 

oo Pe 1 a. and irregularities on the part of the Municipal Corpo- 
Poona Municipality. ration of Poona. Indeed, we should not have said 
es a word against the Government or the Collector, if 
any such real irregularities had been pointed out and censured in a sympathetic 
apirit. But the letter of the Collector, as our readers will clearly see, is replete 
with insulting and insolent reflections, absolutely unworthy of the high position 
which Mr. East holds, and shows beyond the shadow of a doubt with what shame- 
ful bitterness, malignity and reckless disregard of truth or propriety that officer 
has been pursuing the Poona Municipality during the last few months. The 
Government resolution also, though worded in a more dignified manner, based as 
it is simply and solely on the representations, or rather the misrepresentations, 
contained in Mr. East’s letter, is hardly less calculated to bring the cause of 
local self-government into contempt, and is a fine specimen of bad logic and 
worse one-sidedness. With amazing recklessness, hardly less culpable than wilful 
perversion, this resolution represents Mr. Nérayan Bhikä ji Joglekar as a “ repre- 
sentative of the rate-payers,“ while, as a matter of fact, he is only a Government 
nominee and might well be defied to get himself elected anywhere in Poona; 
and this little fact well illustrates with how much “careful consideration“ the 
Government resolution has been drafted. The first five paragraphs of the resolu- 
tion condemn the municipality for delegating undue powers to the managing 
committee, and with admirable logic the sixth and last paragraph lays down, as 
a remedy for this state of things, that within one month the municipality should 
submit to Government definite and matured proposals for the appointment 
of ‘a paid executive officer of established merit and capacity.“ The most 
serious feature of the resolution, however, is the readiness with which Govern.. 
ment accepts as proved all the allegations of Mr. East against the municipality, 
without caring to learn or nate what the municipal oommissioners have to say to 
those allegations, although these 22 have a complete reply to almost all 
these. It is impossible not to condemn the hot and indecent haste with which the 


3 


‘Government resolution has been given to the general public, presumably by 
“some one interested in its publication ; for there are no instructions at the bottom 
‘of the resolution to place it on the Editor’s table, neither has it been officially 
‘communicated to the Poona Municipality. This last statement may appear 
‘startling, but it is absolutely and entirely correct. The only part of the resolu- 
tion which has been communicated to the municipality is the last paragraph, 
‘which insists that “ within one month from the date of these orders being 
‘communicated ’’ proposals. should be submitted embodying a scheme for the 
‘appointment of a paid executive officer “of established merit and capacity“: 
-and this practically, means that something like an ultimatum has been 
sent to the municipality without telling that body what considerations have 
induced Government to send it. The unfairness of this haste, to use no 
-stronger term, becomes all the more aggravated when it is remembered that the 
‘condemnation which has been pronounced has taken no account whatsoever 
-of the defence of the accused party, a serious harm being thus done to the 
‘interests of that party in public estimation, as it is only natural that the 
‘material which alone has been authoritatively placed before the people should. 
Prejudice their minds against the municipality, But these considerations about 
‘the unfairness of the procedure adopted, important as they are, become secondary 
by the side of the allegations which the Government resolution assumes to be 
well founded and proved. We will deal with these allegations one by one. 
The most serious charge against the municipality endorsed by Government is 
.that the general body has virtually abdicated the powers “ which it should have 
jealously guarded’? by allowing the managing committee to systematically 
transgress Rules 4 and 5, which distinctly limit the power of the managing 
‘committee to sanction on its own responsibility ordinary works costing Rs. 200 
and emergent works costing Rs, 500.“ It is a thousand pities that Government, 
which has in its service a highly paid Legal Remembrancer and whose Secretaries 
are presumably all men of great ability, should not be able to correctly interpret 
a rule sanctioned by itself, and thus consciously or unconsciously accept the 
mis-statement and mis-interpretation of one man as gospel truth, Any one who 
has a modicum of brains in his head will see from Rule 3, that the restric- 
tion limiting the power of the managing committee “to sanction on its own 
responsibility ordinary works costing Rs. 200 refers solely and exclusively to 
‘works for which there is no provision in the budget and the expenditure on which 
has therefore to be met out of the “reserve fund.“ The same is the case with 
regard to emergent works costing Rs. 500 or under, There is nothing surprising 
in the fact that Mr, Näräyan Bhik4ji should not see this, for his knowledge of 
English is said to be of but a meagre character. But what is amazing is that 
first Mr. East and then the person who drafted the present resolution should 
also fail to see, or should choose not to see, this point, and thus confound 
‘such extraordinary works with ordinary works for which provision has been 
made in the budget, With regard to these latter, the practice has always been 
for the managing committee to apportion expenditure at its discretion within 
the budgeted amount. This practice may be safe or unsafe, convenient or 
inconvenient, but it has been in existence from the day on which the Poona 
‘Municipality was created down to the present moment, and if Government 
‘regarded it as objectionable it ought to have been challenged long ago. It is 
absurd to condemn the Poona Municipality of to-day for a practice which is of 
such long standing and which prevailed even in the days of the Collector- 
Presidents ; and it is therefore hardly honest to regard this practice as an indica- 
tion of the Poona Munigipality “steadily going down-hill.”” The second allega- 
tion against the municipality is with regard to increased outlays of money by 
the School Board. Here, too, there can be no doubt that the Government reso- 
lution misinterprets the rules. It is true that Rule 14, which isa perfectly general 
‘rule, requires that ‘any increase in the cost of a municipal establishment must 
receive the previous sanction of the Divisional Commissioner. But this rule was 
‘framed in 1874-75 ; whereas the rules of the School Board, framed and passed ten 
‘years later, only mention the Director of Public Instruction as the person whose 
previous sanction is necessary to any increased expenditure by a School Board. 
“The absence of the Commissioner’s name by the side of the Director of Public 
Instructibn's in these rules justifies the presumption that at the time of passing 
“these rules it was deemed ‘sufficient to obtain the sanction of one Government 
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officer. Assuming, however, for the sake of argument that the Government 
interpretation in this respect is more correct, we still fail to understand how 
Government thought itself justified in delivering itself of strong censure against 
the municipality for this difference of interpretation, especially as the Director 
of Public Instruction has always spoken in very high terms of the work of the 
School Board and has at times even himself suggested increased expenditure. 
We would make only one more remark in this connection, and it is this. The 
Collector’s insinuation of possible dishonesty on the part of the Municipal 
Secretary with regard to the obtaining of the Director of Public Instruction’s 
sanction is a wanton and unwarranted insult to that gentleman, and if Mr, 
East possess any gentlemanly feelings he should at once apologize for it. 
The third charge is that of paying exorbitant sums by way of compensation 
to owners of houses. ‘Three cases are mentioned where the compensations paid 
are alleged to be exorbitant. It is surprising that Government should forget 
that the value of a site depends not only on its area, but also on its locality. 
In this connection, it is well to remember that there are decisions of the High 
Court which lay down the principle on which compensation is to be paid. This 
principle is that the owner is to receive the capitalized value of his rent at 6 per 
cent. per annum. The compensations paid by the municipality of Poona have 
all been based on this principle and have never exceeded the limit laid down by 
the High Court, and it is therefore impossible to fairly blame the municipality 
on this score. It might be added that in the days of the Collector-Presidents 
compensations much heavier than two of the three mentioned by Government 
when calculated by the square foot have been paid without protest or censure. 
Another charge still is with regard to the vost which the municipality had to 
bear in defending certain election suits. Now, in the first place, in the case 
of Bhamburda, it has been admitted both by the Collector and Government that 
it was necessary for the municipality to defend itself. In regard to the other 
‘suits, those who filed them chose to make the municipality the co-defendant, 
and it was thought necessary by the managing committee to engage counsel 
for its defence. The parties that were defendants had their own pleaders and 
bore their own costs. It may be that it was unnecessary for the municipality 
to engage counsel for its defence. If so, it was an error of judgment on the 
part of the managing committee. But it is absurd to speak of this as though 
the municipality had borne the cost of engaging counsel on behalf of the defend- 
ants themselves. The Collector and the Government are also wrong in stating 
that Mr. D. V. Gokhale, a pleader engaged by the municipality and also a 
member of the managmg committee, voted his own fees, simply because he was 
present at a meeting where his fees were voted. We understand that he took 
no part in the proceedings when the question of his fees was under consideration. 
It might also be added that although the usual rate of his fees is Rs. 30 a day, 
he charged the municipality only Ks. 105 for 7 days, that is, at the rate of only 
Rs. 15. The fifth and last charge is in connection with the case of Vithu Balaji. 
Here we frankly admit that the municipality has not got as good and com- 
plete an answer as in the case of the other charges. Five years ago the contract 
to remove and appropriate the town-sweepings was given to this Vithu Balaji 
for a lump sum of Rs. 3,125. This Vithu is a mere menial in the house of a 
rich man of this city, called Rama Bari, and the municipality made a mistake in 
giving the contract to Vithu, who, however, had Mr. Bari behind him. A letter 
about the contract taken from Vithu is among the papers of the municipality 
and legal opinion has been obtained that its validity will be admitted in a Court 
of law. Vithu paid no instalments, it is true, but the municipality found it 
impossible to change the contractor in the middle of the term, and besides it 
always hoped that Mr. Bari would make the payment some time or other. 
These are briefly the real facts of the present question of difference between the 
Poona Municipality and the Bombay Government. Let anybody read them with 
care, attention and impartiality, and we are confident that he will exonerate 
the municipality from all the blame which the Government has so unfairly and 
injudiciously heaped upon that body. With regard to Mr. East’s statement 
that the Poona Municipality has been “steadily going down-hill,“ it is sufficient 
to refer to the high eulogium passed upon it by Lord Reay, with his knowledge 

of five years, on the eve of his departure. The reader might also be referred 
to a letter drawn up some time back by Mr. S. H. Chiplonkar, in which he 
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clearly shows how, so far from going down-hill, the Poona Municipality has 
shown increased vitality, efficiency and progress in all directions during the last 
five years. The duty of our municipal commissioners—and especially of the 
elected portion of them—at this crisis is clear. Their duty is to the people and 
people alone, whose service they have voluntarily undertaken. They can afford 
to despise alike the smiles and the frowns of high-handed and narrow-minded 
officials, and even the censure of Government, based as it is on misrepresentation, 
which will, like the idle wind that passeth by,“ affect them but little, if their 
consciences are clear and if the people have no fault to find with them. They 
should now, without unnecessary delay, address a full and dignified letter of 
explanation to Government, and then resign their seats and seek re-election to 
make it clear that they continue in the enjoyment of the unabated confidence 
of the people. An insult to men like Mr. Dorabji Padamji, the justly respected 
President of the municipality, is an insult to the people themselves, and it is 
the duty of all to show that they keenly feel it and bitterly resent it. 


45. The Makratta (4), in its issue of the 18th January, writes :—The 
Government of Bombay have, at last, after “a careful consideration of the 
correspondence,” given their judgment on the allegations against the Poona 
Municipality that were inquired into by the local Collector. At the same 
time it should be remembered that there was no hearing given to the members 
of the municipality. The members might have had to say something in 
justification. But they are condemned unheard simply on the authority, we 
understand, of a letter written by the Collector of Poona. It is alleged that the 
municipal affairs have been going down-hill for some years past. But what 
did Lord Reay say at Poona on the eve of his retirement? He was at the 

head of the administration for five years, out of which come most of the com- 
plaints, and in reply to the address that was given by the municipality His 
Lordship said something very different. Moreover, the rate-payers of the city 
may be considered competent judges of what the municipal administration is. 
Have they ever, through petitions to Government or through public print, given 
vent to their expression of disgust arising from the down-hill fall of the munici- 
pality ? Ifthe Collector had been good enough to specify satisfactory cases showing 
the downfall’? we should have accepted his judgment. He has taken care to 
hunt after individual cases and has tried to make much of them. The municipal 
members will be the best persons to meet the allegations framed against indivi- 
dual members. We are not concerned with them. What we are concerned with 
is the wholesale condemnation of the whole municipal business. Where are the 
grounds which led the Government to form such a bad opinion of the Poona 
local administration? Is it the sanitation of the city that the Government 
have condemned? Is it the working of the city schools? Is it the lighting 
of the city? The Government are silent on all these points. The Collector 
and the Government point out, no doubt, some irregularity in the interpretation 
of the bye-laws. These are technical affairs, with which the body of the city 
fathers can best deal. We may be allowed to say, however, that the present 
body is strictly, and to a letter, following the lines that were laid down by 
the body working under the régime of the Collector-Presidents. Local self- 
government in India is yet nascent. The people, as a rule, have not been 
accustomed tolook upon the success of local government as the great ideal 
of their life. They are in a state of transition, and it is very hkely that 
they might commit errors not possible in a centralized administration. Lord 
Ripon said the same thing when the Local Self-government Bill was under 
discussion. That public spirit and enthusiasm which obtain in highly civilized 
countries will not be found at the beginning of an up-hill ascent. The Govern- 
ment officers were expected by Lord Ripon to help the administration b 
means of kind and sympathetic advice. Instead of all this, if they assume 
the position of jealous critics, the success of self-government, we are afraid, 
is doomed. Municipal administration is a foreign plant, and cannot take firm 
root in the Indian mind in a short space of nine or ten years. Irregularities in 
the application of technical rules are likely to occur here and there in affairs like 
these. What we have to see in such cases is whether irregularities are 
increasing or decreasing. If those in authority come to the conclusion that 
minor irregularities noticed by the Government betray want of public spirit 
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then we must say that they, are giving their verdict too soon. In spite of 
the “ careful consideration” given to the subject by the Government, we think the 
Whole thing has been disposed of in hot haste, and we are afraid the Government 
will have to reconsider their resolution when the municipal body send their own 
reply. oe 5 

46. The Kesari (43), in its issue of the 20th January, remarks :—The cir- 
cumstances which have led to the issue of the recent resolution of Government on 
the Poona Municipality, its nature and the uncalled-for suggestions made therein, 
if well scanned, will plainly show what an insulting decision Government have 
arrived at. The resolution tries to show that the municipal commissioners of Poona 
are wanting in judgment and the necessary ability to realize their own respon- 


sibility and to carry on municipal administration, and require instruction from 


a highly paid pedagogue. If the commissioners are found to be without any 
improvement from the instruction of the pedagogue, Government will not be 

backward in exercising the powers vested in them by law. It is a stigma on the 
British administrative policy that Government should have in this matter 
passed, without giving a hearing to the municipality, a resolution that 
is unjust, high-handed and insulting, In these disgraceful circumstances, the 
commissioners have no alternative but to resign their seats and leavé Govern- 
ment to appoint a guiding executive officer. We think that the best course for 
them is to send a detailed representation to Government on the subject of the 
absurd charges brought against them by the Collector and a fellow commissioner 


and to sit quiet at home after throwing up the burden of the thankless public 


duties. The main suggestion made in the Government resolution cannot be 


brought into effect without amending the present Municipal Act. [The Shri 


Shivdji (65) of the 16th January also blames Government for having issued what: 


it calls a one-sided resolution, and says that the appointment of a highly paid 


executive officer cannot mend matters, as he will only be a subordinate officer. ] 


47, The Dnydn Prakdsh (13), in its issue of the 19th January, observes :— 
The censure passed by the Bombay Government on the municipality of Poona 
must, rightly speaking, be said to be aimed at Lord Reay, for it is not even 
a year since His Lordship pronounced the administration of the municipalit 
to be satisfactory; and if His Excellency Lord Harris says that it is bad, 


does it not mean that Lord Reay was quite wrong? Does not the Government 
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resolution in question mean that Lord Reay made about eight months ago untrue 


statements? This is a novel way of declaring a past Governor to be dishonest 


When there is power in one's hand it is very easy for him to censure others. 
Though it is a long time since Government themselves issued a resolution stating 
that arrangements would be made to prevent percolation of water from the 
Khadakwaäsla canal, nothing has been done in the matter. Who is to censure 
Government for their negligence ? ue 


48. The Rdst Goftér (88), in its issue of the 18th January, writes — The 


severe censure passed by Government on the City Municipality of Poona is not 


severer than what was deserved by the apathetic tendency to let things well 


alone on the part of those “ elected representatives of the people whose sense of 


duty is roused into activity only a month or two hefore the time of their elec- 


tions. Considering the strained relations existing, for some time past, between 
the Poona Corporation and the Government, not only of His Excellency Lord 


Harris but also of his predecessor, the important resolution just issued can take 
nobody by surprise, except, perhaps, those elected members of that body whose 
main activity consists in getting elected and then in going to sleep over their 


functions till the approach of the next general elections; and the impression left 


on one’s mind after a careful perusal of the heavy bill of indictments set forth 


in the resolution is a sense of happy relief that the offending commissionérs 


have not met with a stronger castigation than is administered to them in 


the official language of the document. Though Government ‘have ‘dealt 
gently with the ‘Poona, commissioners, it cannot be denied, if one were to read 
betw 


tween the lines, that the thoughts occupying the mind of His Excellency’ the 


Governor in Council in drawing up this resolution indicate more serious acts 
of default and neglect than are comprised in the term “ irregularity,” which is 
certainly 3 mild expression to apply to them. ‘The many instauces enumerated 
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in this resolution of wanton neglect in taking sanitary precautions, the marked 
discrepancies in the prices of land and in compensation for properties purchased 
for street improvement, and the ready payments voted by some municipal 
members to themselves, including the charges passed by them for their own 
election expenses and the fees which one member, a pleader, voted to himself, 
are acts deserving to be characterised by harsher terms than the word “ ir- 
larities,“ and the municipal commissioners of Poona should, if properly 
advised, thank Lord Harris for the very fair and mild measure of reproach 
which His ‘Excellency has dealt out tothem. When a liberal Governor like Lord 
Reay, with his almost radical instincts, was dissatisfied with the working of the 
Poona Municipality under its reformed constitution, the Brahman commissioners 
of that city would not blame a conservative ruler like Lord Harris for treating 
them with such moderation as would hardly have been expected by them even 
from Lord Reay who was a great favourite of the Brihmans. Whatever may 
be the outcome of this unfortunate dispute between Government and the Poona 
Municipality, it will be a sad commentary on the much-desired and wished-for 
success of local self-government in the mofussil ; for if Poona, which is only next 
to Bombay in importance as a capital city, and which is even in advance of 
Bombay in political thought and activity, were to make such a sorry spectacle 
as regards Lord Ripon's great scheme of local self-government, what can be 
expected by way of success from the other mofussil towns which are of secondary 
importance when compared to Poona ? „ ee : 


49. The Subodh Patrika (18), in its issue of the 18th January, writes :— 
The recent resolution of Government called forth by the conduct of the Poona 
Municipality is an instructive though sad commentary on the genuineness of the 
National Congress movement. That our neighboursof Poona, who areso keen about 
sending their representatives to the Legislative Councils, should show themselves 
so incapable of municipal government need not surprise those who can look 
beyond tall talk and big tamdshas, at the sorry reality which lies behind. What 
good can representative government do to men who voluntarily abdicate their 
rights of control to a small committee of their body, or to people who allow gross 
irregularities of procedure and waste of public money to prevail without protest 
of any kind on their part? The public of Poona whose money is so freely 
uandered, as well as their representatives whose right it is to control the 
expenditure, have shown equal indifference to the invasion of their rights, and it 
is the executive Government whose bureaucratic rule we wish to temper with 
the leaven of representative government that have to come forward to safeguard - 
the interests of the rate-payers, The fact is that neither the classes representad, 
nor those who represent them, fully realise their position or their duties. People 
seem to think that power carries with it privileges, but no duties or responsibi- 
lities, and when once it centres itself in any individual or body, those subject: to 
it have no business to interfere with its free exercise or prevent its abuse. Cau- 
tion and diligence in the exercise of power, nay, even the’ requisites of ordinary 
decency, are alike unnecessary in the eyes of those entrusted with power, whilst 
those whose interest it is to call them to account never care to fasten them with 
responsibility for their actions, What scope can there be among such people 
for even the bare semblance of representative government? People only get 
such government as they deserve, and even the best devised of popular gov- 
ernments may fail where the people themselves have not yet learnt.to keep a 
jealous watch on their rights against invasion by others, 


50. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 18th January, writes :— 
Nothing could be more disheartening to friends of local self-government than 
the correspondence that has been recently published in connection with the 
affairs of the Poona Municipality and the resolution of the Government of 
Bombay thereon. Accepting the facts and statements as they occur in course 
of the correspondence, we must add that nothing could be more clear than 
that a case has been made out for the action taken by the Government. We 

should have preferred an explanation from the municipal body standing side 
by side with the Collector's letter as based on Mr. Joglekar's representations. 
The commissioners may yet submit such an explanation. But judging from 
experience, we fear the course reluctantly adopted by Government is the only 
one that could save the credit of this important municipality. It remains to be 
seen under what designation the proposed executive head is to work and with 
what powers, There is time for the commissioners to re-establish their credit, 
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even with the aid and guidance of such an executive. We grieve over this 
culmination of irregularities, but are hardly surprised at ea 


51. The Indu Prakdsh (2), in its issue of the 19th January, writes The 
thunderbolt which was long in suspense has at last fallen upon the munici- 
pality of Poona. It is impossible to sympathize with a body of men who have 


shown such manifest disregard of duty as the Poona Municipality is convicted 


of. The Government does not measure its words. Culpable neglect of rules 
as well as of ordinary financial precautions,“ “ inefficiency of administration, 
“ perfunctory preparation. of the budget,“ questionable proceedings are some 
of the terms used in expressing the censure... The Collector's report is even more 
strongly expressed. If the cases mentioned in the resolution are true (and there 
is no reason to suppose that they are otherwise), it is not possible to say that the 
censure is not well deserved. In fact, we are surprised at the moderation of the 
Government. The Government refruins from putting the bludgeon clauses into 
force at once. It is most reluctant to interfere with the free and spontaneous 
working of so important a municipality as that of Poona ” and wishes to give it 
“a further opportunity of so amending its administration as to remove all 
grounds for reproach in the future.“ One reform the Government suggests, 


‘and with it we cordially agree. We have always thought it a great defect in 


the constitution of the mofussil municipalities that it makes each individual 
member an executive officer. The function of the members ought to be purely 
deliberative, and the executive power should be exercised by one individual 
under the guidance of a select body. The constitution of the Bombay munici- 
pality i is an excellent model to follow. We are glad Government is endeavour- 
ing to follow the example in the case of the Poona Municipality. The Munici- 
pality is given one month to make its proposals of reform, and the rate-payers 
are also exhorted to consider seriously the subjects of the principles of election 
and the relation between the commissioners and the managing committee. 


52. The Native.Opinion (16), in its issue of the 18th January, writes We 
are sorry the Poona Municipality should have given grounds for such a censure 
us has been passed upon it. We have not the means to enter upon the merits of 
this unpleasant affair. There may be another side to the picture. But what 
we say is that our municipalities ought to be above suspivion. Local self- 
government is on its trial in this country. We are asking fer further instal- 
ments of it. We are being opposed on the ground that we are not yet ripe for 
it. Unpleasant affairs like this are greedily laid hold of by our opponents, and 


3 we say that our municipalities ought to manage their affairs so as to 
leave no scope for interference on the part of Government. Guided by our ex- 
‘perience in Bombay, we are not however sure that the appointment of an 


executive officer, as has been proposed, will inaugurate a better order of things. 
It is the rate-payers and their representatives who must be vigilant, and alive 
to their interests and duties. There alone lies the true remedy. 


53. The Kalpataru (39), in its issue of the 18th Januaay, approves of the 

conduct of Rao Siheb Sakhard4m Ramchandra Kirlos- 

Remarks in connection kar, President of the Sholäpur Municipality, in send- 

~~ the resignation of Mr. ing in his resignation on account of the undue pressure 
irloskar, President of the * 

Suoläpur Municipality. alleged to have been brought to bear upon the municipal 

committee by the Collector on behalf of the secretary, 

when Mr. Kirloskar was aware of many cases prejudicial to his character, and 

remarks that mal-administration will have reached its highest point if Govern- 

ment accept the resignation of such an energetic, able and popular commissioner 

without enquiring into its cause. 


54. The Satya Sadan (63), in its issue of the 17th January, 4 Naniipal of 
f ; the conduct of the Chairman of the Alibig Municipal 
8 complaint against the Commission in trying to sever the connection of the 
airman of the aad 

Municipal Commission. editor of the paper with the commission by dismissing 

him from his place of secretary to that body, because 
he wrote in his paper from ume to time complaining against the Chairman’ 8 
views and mode of work and his inattention to important municipal matters. 


G. M. SA THE, 

Reporter on the Native Press. 

New Secretariat, Bombay, wh | 

te of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
et January 1891. 


INDEX. 


(For the week ending 24th January 1891.) 


— 


Paw RT 1. — Politics and the Public Administration— | 


Administration of India: The recent fire at Poona and a recoinnendation 
to Government for the relief of the distressed | 

Arms Act: Five or six. persons are reported to have been ‘killed by two 
tigers near Chas in the Khed Taluka of the Poona District 

Judicial matters: 

Heavy fine inflicted by the Acting Third Presidency ‘Magistrate, | 
Bombay, on a Parsi for resisting a police officer i in the execution 
of his duty disapproved _... 

Satisfaction expressed at the decisions of Mr. Hamilton, Second 
Presidency Magistrate, — 0 

Police: 

A complaint against Mr. Dhanjibhdi Dadabhai, mm 2 e 
tendent of —, Thana vs 

Frequency of thefts at Mahudha in the Kaira District .. 

Swindlers in Bombay and the loca! 

Social matters: The social reformers and er reforms | 


Part II. Legislation 


Age of Consent Bill: 
An amendment to the — proposed 
Approval of and remarks on the — and the speeches made at its 
first reading in the ‘Simei Legislative Council : 

The Baul. se 
The Broach Mitra 
The Dnyanodaya... 
The Hindusthan .. 
The Indian Spectator 
The Indu Prakdsh 
The Kaiser-i-Hind 
The Kathiawar Times 
The Pini 
The Rdst Goftar ... 
The Subodh Patrika 
The Sudharak ... . 

5 &c., of ditto: 

The Ahmedabad Times 

The Gujaräti 
The Gujarat Darpan 
The Kdthidwir Times 
The Kesart 
The Mahratta ... 
The Native Opinion 
The Praja Mat ... 
The Pratod, the Shubh Suchak, and several others 
The Satyavakta 5 oe ‘es 
The Satyodaya ... „ . 
The Sus yet Prakash 2 a 
The Vartdhar ‘a 


Part III. Education— 


Bombay University : 
A complaint against the — authorities in connection with the result 
of the last Matriculation Examination.. 
This year’s appointments to the Fellowships of the — commented 
upon : 
uae The Bombay Samachar oe 908 one 
The Native Opinion 
Government Colleges: Working hours of Professors in a prominent 
College in Bombay and comments on them... ove eee 


INDEX. 


Part III.—-Xducation—continned. 


Grant Medical College, Bombay: The test of admission into the — and 
the Principal of. that College es is sos 
High Schools: A request to Government to establish a High School in 
the Panch Mahäls cee see 5 sae 


Farr IV. —Municipalities— 


Alibég: A complaint against the Chairman of the — Municipal Board. 
Bombay: Finauoial position of the — Municipality and the way in which 
its budget is prepared and passed: 
7 ‘The Kaiser-i-Hind 5 na in 
| The Native Opinion a ei oe 
Poona : Comments on the Government resolution about the — Munici- 


pality : 
— The Dayan Prakash 
The Indian Spectator 
The Indu Prakash 
The Kesari ve) 
The Mahrdtta ... 
The Native Opinion 
The Rast Goftar ... 
The Subodh Patrika 
| The Sudhdrak ... ses ies Kes 
Shol4pur: Remarks in connection with the resignation of Mr. . Kirloskar, 
resident of the — Municipality oe sas wn 
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_,, BOMBAY! PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT ORNTRAL PREG. 


(CONFIDENTIAL) 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BERA’R, FOR THE 
WEEK ENDING 24H JANUARY 1891. 


List of Newspapers published in Berar. 


Number 
Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Kdition. of copies 
: issued. 


ANGLO-MarRa THI, 


The Pramod Sindhu ... ae „ Umrawati (Amraäoti). 
„ Vaidarbh ... 15 105 ...| Akola os 
„ Varhäd (Berar) Samächär „ 


MARA THI. 
Tbe Shetakari ... ca . Umrawati (Amraoti). 


i .. ioe ... 
„ Suryakänt 80 ves ...| Ellichpur 


} 


1. The Pramod Sindhu (1), in its issue of the 16th January, disapproves of 

the proposed revision survey of the Malképur Taluka, 

she 13 “Taluk, Which, it says, is shortly to be followed by that of 

in Ber. bdbbther tälukas, on the ground that the condition of the 

agriculturists is not such as can bear an increase in 

land revenue assessment which is sure to be made by Survey officers, whose 

tendency is generally towards enhancement of revenue, and requests Government 

to collect information about the real condition of the agriculturists in the 

different t4lukas in Berär from independent sources instead of solely depending 
on their own officers before commencing the survey. 


2. The Berdr Samdchir (3), in its issue of the 19th January, writes :— 

In the Viceregal Legislative Council Sir Andrew 

0 8 the Age of §coble has introduced a Bill to raise the age of con- 
* sent from ten to twelve. It is likely that the Bill will 
pass. We, too, are not much afraid of it. Had it been the forerunner of some other 
Bills that would affect our social institutions to the detriment of our honoured 
customs and privileges, we would have been the first to oppose the Bill. The 
Viceroy is quite explicit in disabusing the public mind of the wrong associations 
it will form with regard to this Bill, as it adopts one of the suggestions proposed 
through the Secretary of State for India by the English committee for Indian 
social reforms in London. Mr. Nulkar also has pointedly remarked that the 
widespread unpopularity of the Bill which removes a glaring defect of the law 
will be consequent on its being likely to be understood as a part and parcel of 
other proposals of social reformers that are intended to subvert more or less the 
social order of the Native community. The Bill is harmless though it tends 
to mould the marital relations to the proper standard. The opposition tactics 
in social reforms it is not our object to practise; but we would ask the 
Government to make the amendment as mild as possible. The new measure 
interferes with the marriage laws, but the interference will not be vividly felt 
as such, since people are of themselves paving the way for the reform and 
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therefore are in a position to make the proposed age of consent as inoperative 
as the old one has been in its natural 4 There are not two o ur as to 
the advisability of raising the age of consent, But there isa wide divergence as 
to the measures that should be adopted to prevent premature prostitution and 
immature cohabitation. As regards the first, the law should take the reform in 
its own hand, but as regards the second the social polity is an active agent to 
work out the desired effect. Interference on the part of Government is there- 
fore a departure from its general policy, and implies a grave danger in the 
train of this Bill. 


G. M. SA THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
27th January 1891. 


(OONFIDENTIAL.} : No. 5 or 1891. 


REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 


For the Week ending 3lst January 1891. 


List of Newspapers and Periodicals, 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication, 


ENGLISH. 


The Bombay East Indian 
„ Indian Spectator.. . 
Käthiäwär Times “a ‘a a * * Dai 
Mahratta .. ee oes . ws . Wee 
Phoenix ... 90 i 
Quarterly J ournal ‘of the Poona Särva- 


janik Sabha . oni ‘“ a — uarterl 
Sind Times „ „% „ os i — 


1 
8 Bi-weekly 


ANGLO-MaRATHI. 


The Amba Lahari ... one 
Bodh Sudhakar ... 
Din Bandhu “a 
Dnyän Chakshu .. 
Dnyanoday a 
Dnyän Prakash . 
Indu Prakash ... 
Jagad-hitechchhu as ae a 0 
n,, .. = © Bi-Weekly 
Prabhakar ‘a nies 20 sa ' ine „ 
Subodh Patrika ... ie ne 10 : .| Weekly ... 


Sudhdrak 
Värtähar 


MARATEHI. 


The Arunodaya& a 
A'ryAvart sis 
Bakul re 
Belgaum Saméchér 
Bhämini Prakash 
Chandadnshu 5 
Chikitsak is 
22 ; 
Daivadnya Samächär — 
Dakshin Vritt ... 7 
— Vritt ... 4 

nyan a i 
Gan 1. eee ‘ie 
Hindu Punch IL 
Hitechchhu ae 
Holkar Sarkär Gazette .. ae 
J agadädarsh eee eee 
J Mitra eee 
Kalpataru... 0 
Kannada Punch 
Karmanuk 
Kärwär Samächär 
f Khéndesh Chitragupta 
Khandesh Vaibhav ag 
„ Mahérdéshtra Mitra 
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Mana’ THI— continued. 


The Mahfräshtra Vritt as 
15 Moda Vritt ee 
Nagar Saméchér... 
— Vritt . 


. oe 


5 Vaibhav ... 


Pune Sérvajanik Sabhechen Mäsik 
Pustak VF 


Sholé ur Samächär 

Shri Shivaji ove 
Shubh Sucha 
Sudhdkar 

Samant and Satya Sudha 
Suryoday ji. oe 
Vanapriya... ove 
Vengarla Vritt ees 
Vidushak .. vee 116 
Vidya Vilés * * Kolhäpur 
Vijay owe 20 [Shähäpur 
Vividh Dny4n Vistér Bombay 
Vrittadhdra ese 00 avi 

VEE cs kes 
Vritt Sudbha 
Vydpérottejak ... 
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Dny& Sudlbaa˖ 5 se oe Fortnightly 


Gujarat Darpan 
Gujarati 
Gujarat Mitra 
Hitechchhu 
Kaiser-i- Hind 
Rast Goftär 

Surat Akhbär g 
Suryé Prakash ... 


GQusARA'T). 


The Ahmedabad Times 
Ajab oe ee 
Akhbäre Sodägar 
A'ryäà Dharm Prakash 
Bombay Samächär 
Broach Mitra 
Broach — 
Buddhi Prak4sh .. 
Chänak oe 
Deshi Mitra ea: 
Dnyänoda ya sa 
Davin Vardhak . 
Fur salt. 3 
Gap Sa 
Gow ak K. 
Gul Afsh4n sai 
Hindi Punch. 
Hindusthän sae 


.-| Bi-weekly 


Weekly 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


..| Weekly ... 
Monthly .. 
Daily 

a — a 
. 
Weekly 


Monthly ... 


J Weekly 
Month 1 


Do. 
Do. 


f Fortnightiy 
...| Weekly .. 

i Monthly 
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Jame Jams hel 
Kaira Khetiwädi Faun. 
Kaira Vartamén .. 
K4side Mumbai 
Käthiäwär — 
Kelavni ... — 
Madhur Vachan . 
Nure Elam 2 
3 yadarshak ne 
i Tikékér vee 
Pros Mata sai 
Rajyabhakta _... 
Samsher Bähädur 
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Names of Newspapers. Place of Publication. 


GusaRa TI—continued. 


| The Saty& Mitr’ eee eee oa . eee 
0 


Satyavakta eee eee + fe „ ee 0 eve 


99 1 5 eee eee 4g d ee a om 
urasht n ooe . a ee .| Mon eee 
Shrimäli Shubhechchbak * mee: f ie 
Sneha Sindhu... __... . Kai Weekly 
%%% „% „ : Monthly. 
Stri Mitra ies one 0 5 . ‘ „ 
Svadesh Bandhu 500 ..| Weekly 
Svadesh Vat sa . 0 ve ..| Monthly ... 
Udichya Hitechchhu Pati oe oo} . 5 
Vidny4n Vils oe ve] RA) 5 8 
Vidya Kalpalatika 
Vidya Mitra see 


ANGLO-KA’/NARESB, 


The Kannada Suvarte... eee 


Ka'NARESE, 


The Chandroday& ‘ee 
„ Karnätak Patra ... 
» Lok Bandhu ee 
„ Rasik Ranjini ...  ... 
„ Satya Vritt eve eee 
Mara'tHI AND Ka’NARESE. 


The Shri Siddheshvar vei 
Hinpl. 


The Bharat Bhrata ... as Rewäh. . 
„ Brähma Patrika . sai ses ..| Poona . 
„ Ratnaprakäsh Ratl4m ... . Ratläm 


.| Bagalkot 


ANGLO- URDU. 


The Mahomedan Herald .| Bombay 


URpDv. 


The Akhbäre Ratan Prakdsh Ratläm . . Ratlam ie .. Weekly 
Charkhäri Akbar Rew äh. . Fortnightly 
Dhär State Gazette , Dhar ... poe . Weekly 
Eh-ti-shamul Akhbar Jhowra ... ..| Jhowra 8 5 
Gwalior Gazette i 3 ...| Gwalior 3 ’ 
Jouhar ... oes oF .| Bombay 
Kushful Akhbar... Do. 


PERSIAN. 
The Iklil ee i ‘sai cas 


Karachi 
ENGLIsH, MARA“THI AND HInpI. 


The Pandit... eee ‘os .| Bombay 


ENGLISH, MARA“THI AND GuJaRa’TI. 


154 The Baroda Vatsal ... «.  «. , Baroda „ Weekly 


155 
156 
157 


158 
159 


SINDI!- 


The Méawin-i-Majma-i-Mahammadi 

„ Muin-ul-Islim __... ia sa 

„ Sind Sudhär oa aia a 
ANGLO» PORTUGUESE. 


O Anglo-Lusitano 1 
O Portuguez Britannico 


| Kardchi 


Do. 
Do, 


Bomba 
Do y 


| 


. Weekly 


Do. 
Do. 


Weekly 


Do. 
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Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. 

B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the body of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name. 


©, The system of 8 words followed by the Reporter is the same as that adopted in the 
Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peculiar feature of this syatem is that when the long a (AI 
or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a(3{ = u in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word. This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the short a appears to be 
absolutely n to complete the pronunciation of a word, as in Arunodaya or the well known Mitra, it is printed 
with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, thus—d. 
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Pant I. Politios and the Public Administration. 


1. The Kaiser-i-Hind (85), in its issue of the 25th January, writés:—The 
ue Government and the deelaration of the Viceroy on the subject of the allege 
Indian National Congress. Prohibition of Government servants from atten 
pa | meetings of the Indian National Congress as spectators 
is of a reassuring character. The Congress movement is considered perfectly 
legitimate and constitutional. The Government has no desiré to fetter its 
progress, so long as the leaders conduct themselves constitutionally. It has not 
the remotest intention to disturb the movement. In the opinion of the Supreme 
‘Government, the, Congress is guided by a body of leaders who may be compared 
to the advanced Liberal party in Europe. Though this recognition is flatter- 
ing to the Congress, it must be here observed that the analogy is not correct 
The Congress, we emphatically say, is not an organisation consisting of 
“advanced Liberals. No doubt, the leaders are for reform, but the reform 
is of a most reasonable and modest character,—a reform in reference to which 
even the staunchest conservative in India, Native and Anglo-Indian, is agreed 
that it is ripe. The Congiess has not proposed any radical reforms to war- 
rant the Government in comparing its leading men to the Advanced Liberals 
of Europe. Moreover, the reforms, excepting the one for the Legislative Council, 
are reforms for the improvement of the administration. They are not reforms 
in the constitution of the Government. The Advanced Liberals in Europe 
more or less agitate for democratic forms of government. The Congress has 
never asked for such a government or even a representative government as is 
generally understood in Europe and America. Thus the analogy, in our 
opinion, is entirely inapplicable. The other distinct declaration of the Viceroy 
is that no Government servant may take part, directly or indirectly, in the 
proceedings of the Congress or any other meeting having for its object the 
ventilation of current politics. There is nothing to prevent Government servants 
from attending political meetings. In connection with this declaration the 
Viceroy now prescribes certain rules. So far the Congress can take no objection 
to them. All that the Congress asked for has now been made absolutely clear 
and there could now be no “misapprehension’’ on the subject. It may be 
therefore justly observed that the Congress has scored a triumph, and we thank 
His Excellency Lord Lansdowne for the eminently conciliatory and respectful 
tone in which he has expressed the views of his Government towards the great 
unconventional convention of the empire. The Congress, speaking between the 
lines, is now officially recognized as a force which it would be impossible for the 
Government to ignore. That is the distinct gain which the Elliott incident has 
obtained for the Congress. 


2. The Rombay Samdchir (93), in its issue of the 27th January, expresses 
satisfaction with the communication of the Government of India to Mr. Hume 
regarding the attitude Government officials should adopt towards the Indian 
National Congress, however observing that the comparison made in the communi- 
cation between the more advanced Liberal party in Europe and the Congress 
movement is not appropriate, inasmuch as the improvements desired by the 
latter are a few that are very moderate and there is no conservative party in 
India to represent these demands. 


3. The Gujarut Darpan (81), in its issue of the 29th January, writes :— 
His Excellency Lord Lansdowne has done a wise and politic thing in recog- 
nising the Indian National Congress as a legitimate movement. ‘This shows 
how the reserve which characterises Government in India can be profitably 
broken. Sir Charles Elliott says that it is a mistaken ng age that Govern- 
ment is hostile to the Congress. The Viceroy, through his Private Secretary, 
observes that the original orders prohibiting Government servants from attend- 
ing political meetings “arose out of a totally different matter, which had no 
special reference to the Congress movement, and were certainly not framed in 
a spirit of hostility to it.“ Then it is certain that Government is not hostile to 
the Congress movement. What have those who are afraid to join it on the 
ground that Government would be displeased, to say now? The police espion- 
age of the last year which was so much talked about, the withdrawal of Native 
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State servants (who were British 1 1 by the pressure brought to bear upon 
the States by the political officers, the disfavour which is generally shown to 
the Congress supporters by the officials, all go to vindicate the existence of 
restless spirits in the Congress camp. It is a matter for congratulation, there- 
fore, that the Government of India has done the Congress justice in the end and 
protected its supporters at least from open interference and intimidation. 


4. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 23rd January, writes :— We congra- 

: a tiulate the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha on the great wisdom 
Selen oe nom wre it has shown in memorialising the Government of India 
duly oh a on the subject of the duty on salt. The facts and figures 
with which the Sabha has supported its just and 

humane prayer are incontestable, and we are delighted, to see even the Times of 
India admitting the strength of the case made out for the often-times promised 
but long-deferred concession. The surplus this year is estimated to come up 
to at least two krors, and Government, if so disposed, can well afford to redeem 
the parliamentary promise of Lord Cross. Will not the other Associations 
wake up in time and do their duty to themselves and to the poorer masses m 
the country? If they are in search of additional reasons why the duty be 
restored to its previous level before doing away with other taxation, they have 
it in the fact, so cleverly pointed out by the Calcutta Statesman, that it is the 
late rise in exchange which has, by crippling the trade cf the country, made the 
struggle for existence for the poor more desperate than before. In simple 
justice, therefore, if for nothing else, the surplus derived from that rise ought 


to be applied to the relief of that party, the dumb millions and their cattle, who 
have suffered most through that rise. 


5. The Gujardti (82) and the Hindust hun (106), in their issues of the 25th 
January, observe that the Poona Särvajanik Sabha has sent a weighty and well- 
reasoned representation to the Indian Government praying for a reduction in 
the enhanced duty on salt, and Government ought to grant the prayer. The 
Hindusthdn adds that the statement recently published by Government in con- 
nection with the salt duty shows that the quantity of salt consumed during the 
first nine months of the current official year is less than what was consumed 
during the same period in any previous year, and that this reduction becomes 


striking when it is remembered that there has been a gradual increase in 
population. 


6. The Jéme Jamshed (107) of the 28th and the Bombay Samdchdr (93) 

of the 29th January express hearty approval of the 

Recent resolution of the recent resolution of the Bombay Government defining 

22 Government on the relations between revenue and forest officers and 
orest administration ap- 3 aoe 

proved. making clear its intentions as to the treatment of 

privileges accorded to villagers in forests, and observe 

that these orders will not fail to give satisfaction to the rayats if they are 

properly carried out by the forest officers. 


7. In connection with the evidence that is being taken before the Native 


oe Passenger Ships Commission now sitting at Bombay, 
Suggestions in connection the Bombay Samdchdr (93), in its issue of the 31st 
with the Native Passenger 1 ddim scl weeuheel th . * 
Ships Gemma ien y, says: — Considering the pecuniary circum 
stances of deck passengers in general, no enhancement 
whatever should be made in the passage money, while space twelve square feet or 
six feet long by two feet broad should be reserved for every passenger as 
authorized by the existing law. As regards the passengers’ luggage, it would 
not suit the passengers to leave it in charge of the ship’s officers, and hence 
the best arrangement would be to have benches, six feet long by two feet, on 


which the passengers can accommodate themselves, keeping their luggage below 
their respective seats. 


8. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 29th January, writes :— 
Me have received a Marathi correspondence relative 
Con ative. Passenger Ships to the inspection of one of the Shepherd Company's 
steamers of Shepherd — steamers in the harbour by some members of the 
Company. Native Passenger Ships Commission now sitting in 
Bombay. The burden of the complaint is that the 


7 
owners of the steamers, the proposed visit having got wind, kept 2 
in perfect order—cleanliness in the steamer, due allotment of passengers to eac 
class or deck, a limited issue of tickets, and so forth. Had the owners had no 
previous knowledge of the proposed visit, the experience of the visiting members 
would have been, says the correspondent, quite different. If the object of the 
proposed inquiry, therefore, be a knowledge of the real state of things at the 
time of embarking, that knowledge or experience will never be obtained unless 
the Commission pay the steamers unexpected visits. The subject is of much 
importance both to passengers and the Commission, and the latter will not 
deem it unnecessary, we think, to: pay to these steamers the sort of visits we 
— 5 a di 
9. The Jagan Mitra (38), in its issue of the 26th January, says that 
Zincee the ferry steamers of Shepherd and Company 
: A 8 er N NN their erg bene traffic on the Konkan 
y coasting Steamers one line in September last, not a day has passed on which 
Nona fine and a suggestion“ .ome passengers at some of the ports on the line have 
5 not had to remain behind for want of accommodation on 
the steamers, requests that a kindly disposed officer of Government should, 
for the sake of public convenience, remove the difference, if there be any, existin 
between Government and the British India Steam Navigation Company, an 
recommends that the latter Company’s steamers should be made to touch at all 
ports between Bombay and Mangalore as they do beyond the latter port. 


10. The Bakul (23), in its issue of the 25th January, says :—We have 

to remark that great injustice has been done in the 

Injustice alleged to have Ratnagiri District in settling the rights of certain 
been done by the Special de land-holders. There being no appeal on the orders 
ement Officer to the people t | 
of a village in Saitavda Peta Of the Settlement Officer, the grievances of the poor 
of the Ratnägiri District. people remain without redress. The rayats of a village 
in the Saitavda Peta have been complaining that their 

lands, which they have held as Dkdra lands from time immemorial and which 
have been recognised as such by a Civil Court, have been classed as Khotit. But 
nobody cares to attend to this complaint. Even admitting that they were once 
Khot1 lands, it is improper to class them now as Khott, since they have ceased 
for the last hundred years to be treated as such. During this long time various 
transactions in connection with the lands in the village have taken place and in 
some cases the holdings have been sold by auction, and hence the present change 
in their classification entails much loss on the people and has led them to think 
that Special Settlement Officers are appointed by Government to encourage liti- 
gation for the sake of increasing their revenue. Due regard ought to have been 
paid to the law of limitation before issuing the orders in question. The people 
attach much importance to their rights in lands, and if these rights were to be 
thus set aside the poor people would have to forsake their homes and pass their 


days in wretchedness. 


11. The Indu Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 26th January, writes :—The 
ae remarkable case of swindling in which Mr. Karsandas 

the 10 ben Bombay and ~Chhabildds successfully brought to justice some clever 
— << = swindlers has ended in the conviction and punishment 
of two of the persons caught and the discharge of the 

rest. The Magistrate, Mr. Richardson, convicted six out of the eight men 
placed before him and sentenced them each to two months’ rigorous imprison- 
ment. The High Court, thinking the sentence inadequate, called for the papers 
and enhanced the sentence against one to one year and another to six months, 
and let off the rest. The case thus brought to light is, we are told, not a solitary 
one. There is believed to be quite an organized system of crime widely prevalent 
in Bombay, which is causing a great scare. A band of sharpers is abroad, who 
are said to decoy persons on various pretences to their dens, and there despoil 
them of their belongings under threats. In one case an employé in a public 
Office is alleged to have been duped into parting with Rs. 2,000 worth of 
ornaments. The legal machinery has been put in motion, one of the men has 
been arrested and let off on bail, and two are still at large. The case is sub-judice 
and we refrain from making any comments on it. But we think it is highly 
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necessary that the police should take prompt steps to put down the system of 
onsen windling that seems to prevail, and to remove all cause of public dis- 
quiet. | 


12. The Chitragupta (28), in its issue of the 29th January, says that owing 
Crime in Sätära District, t0 the inefficiency of the police and the extreme 

: pO peat ble eae tie poverty of the rayats in the Satära District, murders, 
assaults, thefts and other crimes occur frequently and that Government should 
take steps to remedy this state of things. | 5 


Parr II. Legislation. 


13. The Kastser-t-Hind (85), in — issue of the . 2. writes :—It is 
indeed deplorable to observe Calcutta orthodoxy agi- 

. of the Age of tating itself in a most unreasonable manner 4 
question of the age of consent. That men of great 
intelligence and learning, of position and influence, even of philanthropy, 
should be so hopelessly led away by the questionable authority of their Shästras 
and refuse to be guided by the dictates of reason is indeed a matter of profound 
regret. What are the Shästras after all? Are they not products of human 
ingenuity and human reasoning? And what is religion itself? Stripped of all 
the mummery of rites and ceremonials which superstition, priest-craft and 
ignorance have superinduced, is it not a mere code of right conduct, a code of 
morals which the instincts of humanity prompt us to observe? May it then 
be asked whether it is a benefit to. our common humanity, the humanity 
which boasts. of all the progressive environments of ages past, that a physio- 
logical condition, admittedly injurious and even dangerous to life, should 
be perversely maintained—a condition which, according to the theory of the 
scientists, does not obtain adherence even among the lower animals endowed 
only with instinct? Really, itis to be hoped that the agitators will yet see the 
error of their ways and abandon opposition, which is not only degrading but highly 
revolting to the moral sense of the entire civilised world. In fact, while blindly 
adhering to what they fancy to bea religious belief, they are consciously violating 
the ordinances of Nature and of God, and so far they are committing a far 


greater sin than the sin supposed to arise from a violation of the precepts of the 
Shastras. 


14. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 25th January, writes :— 
The cry has been set up in some quarters that the Government of India’s Bill, 
proposing to raise the age of consent to twelve years, will do all manner 
of mischief without doing any good that could be conceived; and eve 
power on earth and in heaven is invoked to avert the catastrophe. The 
Bengal agitation appears to us to be meaningless. When there was no 
trouble with the age fixed so low as at ten, how can there be any trouble when 
the age is shifted two years upwards? We have been assured that premature 
consummation is condemned by public opinion in all parts of India. Why, 
then, this hue and cry? Judged from the present clamour, the practice must 
be widespread in some parts. If so, the law proposed becomes all the more 
22 and its provisions need to be made all the more stringent. Such is 
the result of your assumption, ye Htshtputras, “who call upon Réma Rama 
with the tongue and trample live fish under the feet.“ In this case it is some- 
thing infinitely more precious than fish, How low the country seems to have 
been brought by the custom of infant marriages! History will have to make 
a special record of this in letters of blood. The clamour is alleged to be due to 
religious sentiment. It is forgotten that many of those who raise the clamour. 
stand very low in the estimation of Hindu religious sentiment, as also do the so- 
called authorities they cite. Our English law-makers may be reminded that 
the Shdstras’’ are not all of them religious codes endowed with the spirit of 
divine revelation. They are human products, dealing with legal, medical, 
sanitary and other topics, as some deal with the conduct of life in its manifold. 
relations. In the matter under discussion the best Shästrio authority is 
Sushruta, the medical law-giver; and he lays it down distinctly “that children. 
born of parents who are respectively less than 25 and 16 years old are; 
either still-born, or, if born alive, are weaklings.“ Sushruta and others fulminate 
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against association of the sexes before 25 and 16, respectively, with all the 
warmth of righteous indignation. It is curious that none of the defenders of 
‘orthodox faith in Bengal quote the highest direct authority on the subject. We 
aay it is altogether against religion, the laws of nature and common-sense 
that consummation should follow immediately after the first appearance of the 
menses at any age. Medical testimony, ancient and modern, European and 
Native, is overwhelming on this point. We know how this particular condition 
is superinduced in females by artificial means. Is that done according to 
Shdstras ? The natural condition never occurs in India, even in these degenerate 
‘days, before twelve years. Even if it did in some cases, it should not be considered 
normal, but diseased, and is not to be taken advantage of with wolfish avidity. 
The weight of authorities followed in most parts of India, and in most matters of 
religious importance, is dead against premature consummation. Even the much 
talked of garbhddhdn ceremony is often delayed in deference to circumstances, 
sickness of one or both of the parties, absence, good sense of the parents, domesti¢ 
differences, and so on. The Shästras prescribe a mild penance for such delay 
after the normal condition in the female has been established. In fact, the 
Shästras are as sensible and elastic in all such matters as could be wished. It is 
the class of monopolists that strain at a gnat, while swallowing a camel. If the 
worst came to the worst, why could not the most orthodox believer of them all be 
content with the trifling penance enjoined for delaying the garbhddhdn cere- 
mony, when every day of his life he has to violate more stringent rules of 
the Shastras without being called upon to do penance? It must be remembered, 
on the other hand, that just as the marriage ceremony is forced upon the 
hopeless victim, so also is the garbhidhdn operation forced upon her now and 
again, especially where the husband is older than herself. There can be no 
religion in that. As a matter of fact, the weight of Shastric authorities is in 
favour of the marriage of girls after twelve years of age and consummation after 
sixteen. In exceptional cases the girl is allowed three years of grace, after 
attaining puberty, to find out a suitable husband for herself. And all this, be 
it remembered, is for the Brähman; the other classes, that is, the bulk of the 
Hindu population, have a far wider latitude allowed them both in regard to 
marriage and to consummation. But, thanks to the influence of fashion and the 
wiles of the priestly classes, supported by the false patriotism of an enervated 
half-literate class, even these non-Brähman classes are going in for both these 
evils, in the name of the Shästras! What the Government of India, however, 
are mainly concerned with is the physiological aspect of the question. With 
the Government of Bengal, we hold them partly responsible for the present 
state of affairs. As we have explained times out of number, if the British 
Indian Legislature had not fixed the age of consent originally at ten years, popular 
ideas would not have sunk so low as they now appear to have, judged by the 
demonstrations against the Bill. It is all the more the duty of Government, there- 
fore, to carry through this partial measure of justice. If wild assertions about 
“religion ’’ had been listened to, Government would never have put down Sati, 
infanticide, self-torture and other religious practices, The prohibition of 
violence on minor girls and girl-wives is a far more binding duty on the State 
than the prohibition, for instance, of self-torture. Talking of Shästras, we beg 
to repeat that it is the opponents of the present Bill who are the sinners. They 

have departed wantonly both from the spirit and the letter of the Shästras, that 

is, the original laws, In this matter Government are simply taking them a 

step back to the honourable position occupied by their forefathers, and thus 

enabling them to rise in the scale of nations, politically and otherwise. Let us 

implore public men on the other side to see the error of their ways in time, Such 

agitation as they seem bent upon will nat only defeat its own object, but, as 

remarked by the sober Indu Prakdsh and others, will stultify us in the eyes of 

our political friends in England. ‘The risk is too heavy to run for a slight and 
temporary inconvenience even amongst those who favour premature consumma- 

tion. Tothem we say again—Look before you leap. 


15. The Jaume Jamshed (107), in its issue of the 26th January, says :— 
Most of the opposition that has been made to the Age of Consent Bill now 
before the Supreme — Council comes from » while the rest of 
India is comparatively free from it. Few Hindus would approve of heartless 
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oruelty being practised on girls of tender age, while the opposition elivited 
by the Bill is the result of the wrong impression received, by that community, 
that if the Bill is allowed to be passed Government would be encouraged to 
interfere with Hindu social customs and usages, and the first proposition adopted 
at the public meeting held at Caleutta on Thursday last in opposition to the 
Bill was to the same effect. This wrong impression has been strengthened _ 
to some extent by the stress laid in his speech in the Supreme Legislative Council 
by His Excellency the Viceroy on the suggestions received from, England in 
connection with the Bill. To allay this unadvised opposition it is desirable 
that Lord Lansdowne should repeat in distinct terms the assurance that the 
Bill has no connection whatever with Hindu social customs and usages, and 
that interference with them is not desired by Government. 


16. The Bomhay Samdchér (93), in its issue of the 27th January, contains a 
communication from one Manchchhäshankar Jayashankar Dvivedi, sa saying An 
objection has been raised by the Honourable Sir Romesh Chandra Mitter against the 
Age of Consent Bill on the authority of Raghunandana, whose name is however not 
known in this part of the country and whoappears to be a recent authority on Hindu 
religious law like Käshinäth Pandit. Manu is the first Indian law-giver and is 
respected to this day throughout the whole country, and his injunction about 
marriage is that a girl is to marry after she has had thirty-six monthly courses. 
The law-givers have laid down that at the earliest a girl should be married at the 
age of sixteen and a boy at the age of twenty-five, and there is no text that the con- 
summation of marriage should be made immediately after the first menstruation. 
The author of Sushruta (the greatest Indian medical authority) has laid down that 
consummation should be hail after a girl is aged sixteen aid a boy twenty-five. 
Very few persons now-a-days act in strict conformity with the Shastras. The foolish 

2 of child-marriages has led to young girls being ruined in health, some of 

hem being maimed and others even dying from the injuries, but few Hindus 
would like to make such a confession. The Age of Consent Bill does not in the 
least infringe any portion of the Queen's Proclamation. However, it is not 
right to hold consummation of marriage after menstruation a crime punishable 
with a heavy term of imprisonment and to invest the police with authority in 
such cases, and the law should be quite clear to this effect.— The same paper, in 
its issue of the 30th J anuary, notices the objections raised by the opponents of 
the Age of Consent Bill and answers them by arguments put forward by the 
Honourable Mr. Nulkar, Honourable Mr. Justice Telang and other leading. 
Native gentlemen who have come forward in mae of the Bill, and expresses 
its full approva! of the measure. 


17. The Phenix (5), in its issue of the auth J anuary, writes :—It, is 2 
known fact that the marriage age of girls among the educated classes is percep- 
tibly rising. Girls are married at twelve or thirteen years, and consummation. 
does. not necessarily follow when the first signs of puberty appear, nor does such. 
failure entail any social or religious penalty. Among the highest caste in 
Bengal, the Kulin Brahmans, girls remain unmarried sometimes till they become 
mature or even elderly women, and still such a signal breach of what is alleged 
to be a binding religious law is attended with no evil consequences. All that 
can be said is that the law to which so much importance is attached is of very 
limited application, and its breach has never been attended by any serious dis- 
abilities. Even for the appearance of the first signs of puberty the age of 
twelve is not at all a high average. Left to nature, the immense majority of. 
Indian girls do not reach puberty before twelve. The opposition offered to the 
measure appears to he either of a superstitious or selfish character. Peo 
who would be the first to appeal to the ancient laws and customs of the Hindus in. 
defence of existing institutions will never refer to those laws on the present 
question, because the testimony of the ancient books is against them. To them 
the fearful medical testimony laid before Government, as well as the petition 
from Indian women, are of no significance, so long as they can perpetuate a 
custom which has proved the bane of Hindu society. 


18. The Guwardt Mitra (88), in its issue of the 25th January, writes: We do 
not think it politically justifiable that a constitutional Government which acts 
under certain wise limitations aud restrictions on its legitimate functions, — 
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pass a partieular measure affecting the social interests of the 1 * spite of 
erful and organized opposition. But a careful enquiry into the present case 
— us to conclude that the opposition in question is led by a body of interested 
men, who generally talk a good deal, but say very little that is solid or substantial. 
We believe there ean be no sight more loathsome than that a people whom 
we on this side of India have all along been giving credit for better learning and 
better understanding, should play the part of wilful oppositionists and advocate 
the integral retention of a section which has in thirty years’ practice been 
found extremely mischievous to the vital interests of the tender sex.. For, what 
shall we think of the faddists who have been harping on the loose string of theiz 
so-called Shastric injunctions? Will they not exercise their discretion. a little 
and with the sound common sense of practical men like Mr. Nulkar arrive 
at a conciliatory understanding on the broad interests of humanity ? They have 
to see tuat although consummation immediately after tlie attainment: of 
is sanctioned by the Shastras, the system practically comes in conflict with the 
wth and development of child-wives, as is now incontrovertibly established by 
eminent physiologists. It is scarcely needful to dwell on the permanent disas- 
trous results accruing to the girl by cohabitation at the early age of ten. We 
would even go the length of saying that if the age of consent were still increased, 
say to thirteen, that too would not run counter to the wishes of sane people. 
The reactionists have to thank God that they are fortunately living inan age of 
intelligence and the consequent growth of public opinion.—The same paper, in 
its vernacular columns, advocates that the age of consent should be fixed at eleven 
instead of twelve years. | 


19. The Gujarit Darpan (81), in its issue of the 24th January, writes: 
Even the moderate reform in the penal law of the country which Sir A. Scoble’s 
Bill proposes has met with opposition from Calcutta. The whole of Bengal 
is in a turmoil of agitation consequent upon the wild cry that is raised 
against the Bill as interfering with the social customs of the Hindus. Even 
sedate Bombay has seen a meeting of the Brahmans resolving to hold a publie 
meeting to protest against the measure. In fact, this presidency should be the 
last to take such a step, for a custom that is already prevalent is to be given an 
authoritative sanction. Hardly a case occurs where cohabitation takes place 
before the girl has attained the age of twelve. So the Bill is not interference as 
some suppose. If we call this Bill by that name, we cannot help denominating the 
existing law limiting the age at ten interference also. Truly speaking, as far as 
we on this side of India are concerned, as the Bill proposes to deprive the police 
of the power of arresting without a warrant, it isa gain which should be credited 
to our account. Indeed, in some cases menstruation takes place before the age 
of twelve, but such instances are very few. The Select Committee which has 
been appointed at last Friday’s meeting should be requested to add a special 
provision for such cases. The conventional limit of twelve should hold good in 
all cases, whereas the physical sign of menstruation before twelve should be 
regarded in the case of a wife to be one of puberty. 


20. The Din Bandhu (10), in its issue of the 25th January, expresses its 
entire approval of the Age of Consent Bill as being likely to conduce to the im- 
provement of the health of the future generations, and says that Government 
should pay no heed to the objections taken to the Bill by the Hindus who are in 
the habit of impeding every reform under false pretences, but should without 
hesitation’ pass it.—The Arunodaya (21) of the same date also approves 
of the Bill for the same reason, but fears that once allowed to interfere in reli- 
gious matters Government might hereafter make further interference.—The 
Duydu Prakdsh (13) of the 29th January says that if the Bill is considered 
necessary under the present circumstances of the country, it should be passed at 
ence without pausing to think whether it is consistent or otherwise with Hindu 
law, which supplies authorities either way. | 


21. The Samsher Bahddur (119), the Hindusthdn (106) and the Hitech- 
ehhu (84) of Ahmedabad support the Bill for reasons already mentioned in 

papers of last and this week which are in favour of the measure. The Hitechchhu 
considers that the punishment for consummation of marriage before the age of 
mone prescribed in the Bill is very heavy and recommends that it ought to be 
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22. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 25th January, writes: 
Disappointing as is the subject-matter of His Excel- 
_ Comments on the remarks lency Lord Lansdowne’s speech at the time of intro- 
made by His Excellency the. ducing the Age of Consent Bill, the spirit of it is even 
of the ee of Consent Bill. more disappointing. His Excellency seems to have 
2 Hays looked at the movement for bettering the position of 
women in India barely enough to misapprehend some of its subjects. Hes is 
struck with the “tremendous” difficulties of the problem. No one has asked 
him to grapple with difficulties, tremendous or trifling, though for states- 
men their difficulties are at times their opportunities. All that the Government. 
of India have been requested to do is to recognise and gradually to withdraw 
from their own share of wrong-doing. We submit that the coercive process of 
the suit for “restitution of conjugal rights,” in non-consensual marriages where 
there has been no institution of the marriage rite and where the ceremony is 
binding only on one party, is a piece of unjustifiable interference on the part 
of a professedly neutral Government, especially when the process has been 
abandoned in Christian Europe from which it was imported into India. There 
may be reasons why Government prefer to leave the matter to the discretion of 
the Courts, but we venture to think it is unjust in the highest degree to mix 
up cases of the kind referred to above with cases of real “ restitution.” At any 
rate, the Legislature ought to describe the suit by some other name. There is 
no “religious interference in that. We submit also that the British Govern- 
ment have no business to sanction and enforce the consequence flowing from 
an infant marriage ceremony against the interests of the weaker of the two 
parties. This is the principle of our contention; and even if its application, 
after due notice, fails of the object in view, the British Government and the 
British nation will be freed, at any rate, of an odious responsibility. In another 
place Lord Lansdowne speaks of “the most absolutely binding character of 
the marriage rites. ‘‘ Most absolutely binding” on whom? If it were so on 


both parties, as it was intended to be, we would bow our head to it.. But here. 


it is ‘binding’ only on the girl, often young enough to be the husband's 
daughter. This husband can marry another girl to-morrow. But the wife has 
all the same to serve her lord and master while alive and to minister to his, 
wants when dead. What becomes of the most absolutely binding ’’ character 
of the ceremony? We do not mean to say that the Government of India can 
re-adjust the marriage relations of the people as easily as they can re-adjust 
their salt-tax or income-tax. What we mean is that a statesman ought to look 
facts in the face, to admit them publicly, and to give to those concerned the 
benefit of his fatherly advice. Lord Lansdowne’s speech, able and free-spoken 
as it is, is destitute of sympathy with the weakest and most helpless class of Hen 
Majesty's subjects. It may not only discourage the aggrieved, but may 
actively encourage the aggressor. Let us hope that the Viceroy, actuated as he 
is by the best of intentions, will see the point we have ventured to urge upon his 
notice. We do not expect Government to concede at once all the demands 
made on behalf of the women of India, nor in this or that particular form. 
Nothing could be more gratifying to us than to see improvement in social 
matters effected from within. But we think we are justified in asking that, so 
far as Government themselves are concerned, r of righteousness and 
humanity, the principles on which the whole edifice of State stands so secure, 
shall not be discounted in obedience to exaggerated notions of expediency. 


23. The Indu Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 26th January, writes :—In 

ä 5 support of the construction of the Proclamation pro- 

+, — hie 1. 1 55 3 by our correspondent ‘ J’ in our last number, 
2 1886 the same writer further relies upon a later clause of 
= | the Proclamation in which Her Majesty says: We 

will that, generally in framing and administering the law, due regard be paid 
to the ancient rights, usages and customs of India.“ ‘J’ goes on to comment 
on this clause as follows; Waiving any question as to whether the usage and 
custom now relied on is “ancient,” which it certainly is not if traced back only 
to Raghunandana’s time, the words italicised show that legislation was sof 
intended by Her Majesty to be absolutely limited to the echoing of the rules of 
Hindu usage and custom. The language is very cautious—“ generally”? Hindu 
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usage is to be respected. Again, it is not to be conclusive, only “due regard is 
to be paid to it. If the customary rule is cruel, if it means torture and even 
death to individual women—rather, to minor girls,—then to treat the rule as 
binding is to do that which cannot by any manner of means be described as 
“due.” Again, “regard be paid cannot possibly mean more than shall be 
properly taken into consideration.” The usages and customs must be conei- 
dered, but according to the obvious implication of the clause now under dis- 
cussion, not to be slavishly accepted or enforced. If the usage or custom in the 
present case is considered, it can only be condemned by all reasonable and 
unbiassed men. 


24. The Sudhdrak (19), in its issue of the 26th January, publishes a note 

oe . from the pen of Dr. R. G. Bhandarkar, setting forth 
Exposition of the Shastric texts from the Hindu Dharmashistras bearing on 
aspect of the Ageof Consent th t 3 | ; 3 
Bill by Dr. Bhändärkar. e controversy anent the Age of Consent Bill, and 
says: — At a time when almost every writer and every 
speaker against the proposed Bill is declaring from the’ housetops that the new 
measure would, if passed into law, interfere with a faithful observance of 
the injunction of our Shästras, the appearance of a very learned note from 
such a quarter cannot be too warmly welcomed. Dr. Bhändärkar needs no 
introduction at our hands. He is the best Sanskrit scholar of the modern 
type, at least on this side of India. A life of singular devotion to the study of 
Sanskrit, a scholarly eminenve recognized alike in the East and the West, and 
an earnestness of purpose which it is impossible to surpass—these are surely 
adequate guarantees that the note will receive the most respectful consideration 
even at the hands of the opponents of Sir A. Scoble’s Bill. It need not be 
added that the hands of the Government of India will be greatly strengthened, 
and the contention of the reform party about the nature of the injunctions of 
the Shästras well sustained, by Dr. Bhandarkar’s note. Dr. Bhandarkar says :-— 
The general results we arrive at as regards consummation of 2 are 
these: (1) That no text has been brought forward by Vijnaneshvara, Kamala kara, 
Nanda Pandita, Anantadeva, Maheshabhatta, Chandrachuda and Käshinätha 
Upädhyäya enjoining the Garbhädhäna or consummation ceremony on the 
occasion of the first or any specific course, and that the Ashvaléyana Grihya 
Parishishta allows the liberty of performing it at any time. (2) That the texts which 
by some are construed as containing mandatory precepts as to intercourse on the 
occasion of a course, have been interpreted by others as invoking permissive 
precepts only. (3) That even if the precepts are regarded as mandatory, their 
operation must be delayed for one year in accordance with some Grihya Sutras 
and for three years in accordance with a text of Baudhäyana. (4) That this 
delay is quite what one might expect in view of the facts that marriage can 
according to the Dharmashistra be deferred for three years after puberty, and 
that the rituals contained in the Grihya Sutra, especially that of Apastamba 
and Hiranyakeshi, presuppose a girl’s having arrived at maturity. (5) That the 
consummation of marriage only when the girl has fully developed is quite in 
keeping with the spirit of the Rishi legislators, as the begetting of a son able 
to do credit to the father is their sole object, and its early consummation is 
entirely opposed to their spirit as the result of it is barrenness or weak and 


sickly children. 


25. The Kesari (43), in its issue of the 27th January, publishes à com- 
munication in which Mahämahopädhyäya Bhimé- 
Exposition of the Shistric chärya Zalkikar quotes authorities on Hindu law 
ot a N es to show that according to Medhätithi, Govindardj, 
Bhimaoh rye 1 Nanda Pandit, Kullukabhatta and other interpreters, 
a.man who is not absent from home and is not 
suffering from a disease should have sexual intercourse with his wife after every 
monthly menstruation, and that according to the Nirnaya Sindhu a man may 
have intercourse with his wife even before the first appearance of the menses in 
case of necessity, and prays God that He may keep His Excellency the Viceroy, 
the protector of the religion of the Indian em gr m raising the age of limit 
and thereby eausing inconvenience to the people and making them commit sin by 
disobeying the religious injunction. — b 
don 1608—4 
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26. The Mahrdtt 2 (4), in its issue of the 25th January, writes :—Sir Charles 
Elliott, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, has laid it 
Cabenbrgiü of the Age of down that the Age of Consent Bill will be of little 
practical effect, except so far that it will strengthen 

the hands of reformers. Here then is the opinion of an experienced official of 
very high standing that the practical benefit of the change in the law will be 
almost nil. Surely, a question then arises, why should the Government of India 
go out of their way for such a useless piece of legislation? If they have gonein 
for it solely on account of the pressure brought upon them from England, we 
must say that, apart from the actual present effects, the precedent is fraught with 
great danger. If, on the other hand, they have put their bands to it with the 
object of strengthening the hands of the reformers, one is tempted to ask, who 
are these reformers, who want their hands to be strengthened by Government, 
and who presumably confess want of strength in themselves? There are 
reforms * reformers. Moreover, there are some so-called reformers who are in 
practice worse than the, most orthodox; while there are some who are not 
given to blurting out in English mere boasts pure and simple, but who in 
ractice do show a correct appreciation of and desire for a change for the 
etter in our social customs. It is very difficult to understand what are the 
ple whom Sir Charles Elliott classes as reformers. Is there any connotation 

in the term by which we can fix down one or many in our society at present? 
If we are to understand by it the so-called leaders of those who style themselves 
reformers, we find that most of them have never reduced into practice the 
least thing of what they have preached. These people, at all events most 
of them, simply talk in English glibly of reform, but dare not show te their 
English friends and admirers the inside of their own homes. They are as much 
slaves to infant marriage, enforced widowhood and what not, as othersare. Even 
in matters that do not make any serious demand upon their independence and self- 
sacrifice, they have not the courage to act as they talk. At times it becomes a 
question of great perplexity for the on-lookers to make out what their real senti- 
ments are. Calling very loudly against infant marriage, several of them have on 
losing their first wives got themselves married to girls below ten years of age. Very 
zealous advocates of widow-marriage as they show themselves to be, they have 
not only not married widows themselves, but have advised their friends not to 
marry widows, and thus caused them to turn away from a progressive step. 
Nor have they scrupled at marrying their daughters at a very early age or 
desisted from the unhappily common practice of taking big sums from the brides’ 
fathers when they married their sons. Strange to say, in the houses of several 
advocates of reform, shaving of widows goes on as largely as in the houses of their 
orthodox brethren whom they never cease to decry. Are such men to be seriously 
called reformers merely because they advertise themselves to be such to their 
English friends, and should the Government of India indulge in experimental 
legislation for the sake of strengthening their hands? Alas for the day when these 
people put themselves forward as reformers! Instead of drawing their com- 
munity towards reform they have filled them with disgust at the mere mention 
of the word. They have made a mockery of reform and have convinced the 
people of its uselessness by their own hack-slidings. Besides this confession of. 
futility, there is a very serious objection to the Bill, and that is, how is the age 
to be determined in cases that may come before the Courts? The law will add 
to perjury and lying. Whenever the question is raised, the accused will 
always assert that the wife has attained the age of consent. There are no 
birth registers in the country worth the name, and this will always be a question 
of balance between hard swearing. No doubt it will be said that this difficulty 
is not peculiar to this matter alone. Whenever an offence depends upon the 
question of the age of a particular person, the difficulty is sure to arise. But is 
it wise to multiply such cases? Besides, this particular case stands upon quite a 
different footing than the other cases. Again, there is the hardship of the law 
punishing the wife for the guilt of the husband. If a husband has intercourse 
with his wife before she is twelve years of age he will be sentenced. to a 
long term of imprisonment, and simultaneously the wife is also subjected to 
great sufferings. The husband going to jail for a long term or his being trans- 
ported involves in it the almost civil death of a Hindu wife. And what happiness 
could the pair enjoy after they meet again? The wife is bound indissolubly 
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to the husband without any chance of freedom, and she cannot separate 
herself from the consequences to which the husband is subjected. Had she 
the liberty to separate herself from him it would have been quite a different 
matter. Then although care is taken in the Bill to prevent the police from 
being able to terrorise the people, still the chance of causeless annoyance is not 
appreciably reduced. Any neighbour who bears enmity might lodge a complaint 
for the satisfaction of giving trouble. And this is not a trouble that is similar 
in character to that brought on by complaints about other offences. In a com- 
plaint of this kind, the wife at all events will be dragged into Court, and we 
know what amount of signification such a threat means to a Hindu or to a 
Mahomedan. This is the more productive of mischief among the lower and 
ignorant classes of the community, among whom litigiousness for injuring one 
another is daily growing. We are afraid that notwithstanding all that has been 
said, the public has good grounds to say that this Bill is the outcome of pressure 
from England. Now, what do English people know of our domestic relations 
and the thousand and one intricacies they create? If once the impression 
goes abroad that English standards are to be applied to our domestic relations 
and that we are to be coerced by legislation into adopting them, we are afraid 
the cause of reform will suffer much harm. Why will not Government adopt 
the principle of self-help advocated by Mr. Spencer and content themselves 
in these matters with giving a legislative sanction to what customs the people 
might adopt for themselves ? ) 


27. The Bombay Samdchdr (93), in its issue of the 28th January, contains 
a communication signed by one Damodar Chhabdérim Bhat opposing the Age 
of Consent Bill to the following effect :—The raising of the age of consent affects 
the Hindu religious law on the subject. Päräshara Dharma Shastra fixes the 
time of first menstruation at about the age of ten years and enjoins the marriage 
of a girl before the completion of that age. The same Shastra lays down that 
after first menstruation the consummation of the marriage should be effected. 
The latter injunction is given to serve as a protection against a young and in- 
experienced girl being misled while living separate from her husband. First 
menstruation as laid down by the Hindu Shastras is the proper. time for consent, 
since it often happens that even on completing the age of twelve years a girl 
does not arrive at puberty, and in such cases it would be wrong to fix the age 
of consent at twelve and there is no better sign of puberty than menstruation. 
Again, if consummation of marriage is effected by a Hindu after first menstrua- 
tion when it happens to be before the age of twelve years, as happens in some 
cases, the husband would be punished heavily under the proposed law. The heavy 
punishment proposed in the Bill should be provided in cases in which the death 
of the girl occurs from immature consummation, while for cases leading to no 
serious consequences simple imprisonment fora short time ora small fine should 
be prescribed. Most of the vernacular newspapers being in the hands of the 
so-called reformers, it would not be safe for Government to accept their views as 
the opinion of the millions who are opposed to the proposed law. Under these 
circumstances it would be advisable for Government not to interfere with the 
question of the age of consent between husband and wife, and leave the im- 
provement of the subject to time and progress of education. [One Mänakläl 
Amritlal Dave repeats some of the above sentiments in a communication pub- 
lished in the Jume Jamshed (107) of the 29th January. ] 


28. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 29th January, observes :— 
It is natural that the Native press should express its strong disapproval of the 
Bill to enhance the age of consent, since the measure implies total disregard of 
an important assurance given by Her Majesty the Queen-Empress in the well- 
known Proclamation of 1858. ‘There is nothing strange in this. The wonder is 
that some Anglo-Indian journals like the Calcutta Statesman, the Englishman, 
and others are remonstrating with Government in connection with the Bill. It 
is very creditable to the Statesman to admit that the Bill is calculated to interfere 
with the Hindu Shistras if it is enjoined by them that consummation of marriage 
should take place immediately after the first appearance of the menses. As 
regards the Englishman, though that paper has not thought of the religious aspect 
of the Bill, its remarks with reference to public opinion are literally true. It 
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is not proper for Government to pass any law in opposition to public opinion. 
The mistake that Government are making seems to be due to the misrepresenta- 
tion made by a few reformers. It will entail very injurious consequences on the 
Hindu society, and Government should take a lesson from the present agitation 
and rectify their error. The Civil and Military Gazette also admits that the 
Bill will afford malicious persons ample opportunities to harm the reputation 
of respectable families. Government ought to attend to the warning given by 
these influential Anglo-Indian journals though they might make light of the 
agitation of the indigenous newspapers, and our humble prayer to them is that 
they may defer the passing of the present dangerous Bill. 


29. The Kesari (43), in its issue of the 27th January, congratulates the 
Native public on the effect of its agitation against legislative interference in 
social matters on the mind of His Excellency the Viceroy, in inducing him to dis- 
countenance nine out of the ten proposals made by Mr. Malabari and his Reform 
Committee, exhorts the public to take courage and manfully represent to Gov- 
ernment its disapproval of the Honourable Mr. Scoble’s Bill, and says: - Now 
that the Viceroy has declared his unwillingness to interfere with Hindu religion, 
the only thing that the public need do is to show that the proposed Bill is at 
variance with the injunctions of the Hindu Shastras. The question is “Is the 
Bill opposed to Hindu ceremonial law?’ If the reply be in the negative, 
well and good. But if it be in the affirmative, the Bill must according to the 
Viceroy’s declaration be set aside. The Honourable Mr. Scoble says that a legisla- 
tive measure prohibiting consummation of marriage before the first appearance of 
the menses cannot interfere with religious injunctions and is right so far. But 
he has not explained why he has fixed the limit at twelve years. He has shown 
by statistics that six out of a hundred and twenty-seven girls show signs of 
puberty before the age of twelve. It is therefore clear that by obeying the 
directions of the Hindu religion in consummating marriage on the first appearance 
of the necessary physical condition, five per cent. of Hindus will have, if the 
1 Bill be passed, to put up with transportation, and so far Hindu religion 
will be interfered with by the Bill. Our duty therefore is to draw the attention 
of Government to this fact. The best course for a foreign Government is not to 
meddle in religious matters, and looking to the assurance given by Her Majesty 
the Empress in the Proclamation of 1858 Government ought not to have taken 
the Bill in hand at all, or, at any rate, not to have proposed a limit contravening 
religious injunctions. It is our duty to raise an alarm and warn Government in 
due time against attempts at interference in social matters, and to point out that 
though Her Gracious Majesty affords us protection of life and property, for 
which we are highly thankful, and is the supreme authority in political matters, 
Her Majesty cannot claim same authority in matters religious. In brief, our 
contention is that the Bill, if passed as it is, will deal a blow to our religion and 
usages, 


30. The Nagar Samdchdr (49), in its issue of the 24th January, says that 
the legislative interference with the social and religious usages of the Hindus 
which the Honourable Mr. Scoble’s Bill contemplates, will offend and irritate 
the feelings of the common people, wishes Government to give up the Bill, 
and advises the people to hold public meetings to protest against the measure 
and to declare their opinion holdly. [Several other papers express similar 
sentiments, | 


81. The Rdmdds (59), in its issue of the 24th January, says that the Hindus 
have implicit faith in their religion and will risk even their lives for its sake, 
as was amply proved by the mutiny of 1857, and that it is not desirable that the 
wrong idea which the masses of the people seem to have entertained about 
the Age of Consent Bill being only the first of the many steps intended by 
Government to be taken one after another to meddle with Hindu religion, should 
be allowed to grow stronger day by day. 


82. The Shubh Suchak (65), in its issue of the 23rd January, expresses 
surprise at the Government of Lord Lansdowne bringing forward a Bill for 
raising the of consent at the instance of a few social reformers like Mr. 
Malabari, while several more serioug grievances of the people which have fre. 
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quently been the subject of discussion in Parliament have remained unattended 
to, thinks that the Bill brought forward by the Honourable Mr. Scoble for 
the alleged protection of young girls is likely to make some of them lead a 
vicious life by ruining their worldly prospects in consequence of the conviction 
of their husbands on a charge of committing rape, and says that by trying under 
stringent orders from the Secretary of State for India to bring about social 
reform which must be effected by the people themselves, the Government 
of India is trying forcibly to pervert the Hindus from their religion. 


33. The Rodh Sud hd har (9), in its issue of the 28th January, observes :— 
In bringing forward the Age of Consent Bill, Government have departed from 
their established practice of gauging public opinion before bringing forward 
a legislative Bill, and it is a matter for surprise throughout India that they 
should have forgotten a solemn promise given by Her Majesty the Queen in the 
Royal Proclamation of 1858. Her Majesty appears to have formed a strong 
opinion on the subject of social reform, and many educated ladies in Eugland 
are said to be of the same opinion and are likely to prevail upon their husbands to 
bring the question in Parliament, if need be. Really, it is very unaccountable 
that so much sympathy should be shown in this particular matter of social reform 
when matters of greater importance calculated to better the condition of the 
people materially are quite neglected. That the social reformers should be 
more successful than the Indian National Congress is noteworthy. Our social 
usages have a bearing on our religion and it is very risky for Government to 
interfere with them needlessly in opposition to public opinion. In short, 
the Age of Consent Bill has perturbed the minds of the people very much and 
is looked upon as a very injurious piece of legislation, socially, morally and reli- 
giously, and it is strange that the Viceroy, who is well conversant with history 
and sound principles of politics, should have countenanced it. 


34, The Praja Mat (117), the Gujarati (82), the Nydyadarshak (115), 
the Svudesh Bandhu (128), the Bro Mitra (94), and the Snehd Sindhu (125) 
of this week advance against the Bill the same objections as have been put 
forward by several of their contemporaries who have opposed it last and this 
week, and say that the measure has spread much dissatisfaction among the 
masses. 


35. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 29th January, writes:— 
The feeling against the Age of Consent Bill is intense 
generally, and more particularly soin Bengal. Inthe 
latter presidency meetings are being held in every 
principal town and memorials sent up to the Viceroy against the Bill. Had 
the Bill contained a section making cohabitation with a girl who had reached 
her puberty even before twelve an exception, the Supreme Government would 
have taken away the sting from the whole agitation, and the country, we believe, 
would have quietly accepted the Bill without any clamour. For ourselves, we 

think the best solution of the difficulty may be found in making puberty the 
Protected age limit, so that the principal object of the Bill may be more com- 
pletely gained and the whole agitation put astop to, Theageof puberty amongst 
our people generally ranges between the ages of thirteen and fifteen, and if 
by making puberty the protected age-limit we can advance the protected age 
by one or two years more, we do not see why Government should hesitate to fix 
that limit. So long as there are no birth-registry offices amongst us, there will 
be great difficulty in exactly ascertaining the new age-limit of a girl, but it 
will not be so with puberty. 


36. The Shri Shivdje (64), in its issue of the 231d January, proposes that 
the Bill should be so amended as to provide that it would be no offence if a 
husband had intercourse with his wife after due performance of the garbhidhdn 
ceremony, in the event of her showing signs of apr before the age of twelve, 
and says that a provision like this will remove all the objections which are taken 
to the Bill on the score of religion. : 
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An amendment proposed 
in the Age of Consent Bill, 
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Part III. Education. 


37. The Gujardt Dar pan (81), in its issue of the 25th January, writes :— 
The remarks of the Vice-Chancellor about the Govern- 
Remarks on several points ment Law School in connection with the recent changes 
3 2 — Mb - ward made in the Law curriculum were well aimed and ma 
sea 3 Convention bear fruit ina short time. The state of the school 
address. is far from satisfactory and it is a wonder that Gov- 
| ernment has not heeded the complaints made against it 
before. But the solution which is suggested that of its being taken over by 
the Univ ersity—will not be beneficial unless the University is prepared to enlarge 
its functions by being both a teaching and examining body. It is obligatory 
on Government thatthe school which yields so many ; public servants should be 
ably manned. Among the changes in prospect the Vice-Chancellor alluded to the 
change which was contemplated i in connection with the Matriculation Examina- 
tion. The examination is one which, to use his words, “looms so largely in the 
view of, every school-boy, whether he intends to enter a college and to read 
for a degree or whether he wishes only to qualify for employment i in the Govern- 
ment service.“ There can be no question about it that it is “a gigantic failure.“ 
It is true that many of those who enter a college find themselves unable to 
understand the lectures. It is also true that the Matriculation Examination 
“furnishes a very insufficient test of a knowledge of English and that many go 
up there simply to see what an examination is like. But the proposal to abolish 
it and leave to the colleges themselves to hold their Matriculations will not be 
found acceptable. ‘The ‘standard would be very unequal. Boys would flock to 
that college where the examination was the easiest. It is not possible for our 
University to imitate Oxford and Cambridge, which are teaching Universities 
and are therefore able to directly control education. Here such is not the case. 
The abdication of the present function would mean even a greater deterioration 
in the sort of education that is given in our schools. The standard of English may 
be raised. The abolition of the oral examination was a great blunder. More 
of practical than theoretical knowledge may be required. Mr. Justice Birdwood 
did not attempt to discuss the merits of the controversy thus raised. From him 
we learn that the Syndicate, moved by weighty representations, has referred the 
whole question to a committee. The last point touched upon in the address was 
about the financial position of the University. Though the Bombay University 
is rich in scholarships, benefactions for other purposes, such as fellowships, on 
the English principle to enable students to prosecute their studies after taking 
degrees, are wanting. He put other objects of benevolence before the public, 
such as to make the University Library a good working library, and to forma 
University chest for the general purposes of the Univers sity which would make 
it independent. He also mooted the question of raising the examination fees 
and commended it to the attention of Mr. P. M. Mehta’s Committee which is 
considering the whole question of examinations. The raising of the fees would 
be unpopular. Why should not the benevolent direct their attention towards 
the praiseworthy objects put before them by Mr. Justice Birdwood ? 


38. The Gujardtr (82), in its issue of the 25th January, observes : —We dis- 
approve of the proposed abolition of the Matriculation Examination, and would 
suggest to the University authorities to make the necessary changes and raise the 
standard, and recommend Government to place higli schools on a better footing, as 
insufficient knowledge of English is at present imparted in those institutions. In 
order to reduce the number of candidates at that examination it may be held twice 
or thrice a year. [The Katser-i-Hind (85) and the Gujardt Durpun (81), in their 
issues of the same date, disapprove of the proposal to enhance the examina- 
tion fees, because they say that the present fees leave a fair surplus after deduct- 


ing the expenses of the examinations, and that poor students will not be able to 
bear an increase. | 


Part 1V.—Municipalities. 


39. The Indiun Spectator (2), in its issue of the 25th January, writes :— 

F ⁰m· Se staunchest advocates of the ratepayers 
te ict interests in the town of Bombay came to us the vee 
day, asking if it was not time that Government 
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should be petitioned to take away the right of election ”’ in regard to local self- 
government. The question took us rather aback, although we knew it had 
been raised before in several parts of India, and at times answered in the affirm- 
ative. We were hardly prepared for such a question in Bombay, and asked our 
friend to explain himself. Briefly stated, his view was that under the system in 
operation local self-government was “a farce,” that the people were taxed 
heavier than before with a looser representation of their interests, and that the 
official and officialized element in the Municipal Corporation carried everything 
before it in the name of the public, while the few independent members were 
outvoted as if on principle. We were better off,“ continued our interviewer, 
«when affairs were managed by the officials themselves. We had then the 

wer of criticising their work. That power we have now lost. Our own men 
are made to go against our wishes and requirements by the official clique, and 
we are not in a position even to complain.“ Our friend cited the latest instance 
of municipal financing in the name of the people, and left very despondent 
after unburdening himself so far. Later the same day, his views were borne 
out by a circular with which we were favoured, quoting an article from a con- 
temporary on the same subject, in which it was alleged that officials of the 
municipality used to send round whips to vote for avowedly unpopular measures 
and that influence was exerted from the highest quarters to obtain the support 
of the ratepayers’ representatives for such measures. Now, there is no reason, 
we may say, to question the bond fides of the writer of this article or of the 
gentleman who interviewed us. Nor can we deny that there is a feeling abroad 
as to the undesirableness of maintaining a system of nominal self-government 
when practically the affairs of a municipality or local board are managed by 
officers of Government. We hold somewhat peculiar views on the subject. It 
must be remembered that the project of local self-government in India is still 
in its infancy, that those charged with its working will make mistakes till they 
grow accustomed to the business and till they have acquired the necessary 
amount of public spirit. A miscarriage here and there does not show, as some 
of our friends in other parts of India are eager enough to make out, that Lord 
Ripon acted as an enemy of the country by extending the scheme first in- 
augurated by Lord Mayo. The time was ripe for such extension, and if it has 
not answered all the expectations raised by sanguine partisans, we believe 
there are more factors than one to account for this very partial success. Though 
Lord Ripon’s Government knew that the time had come for an extended 
trial, they were not unprepared for disappointingly slow results. India is 
peculiarly difficult for such experiments in municipal self-government. In the 
present case, if the officials use undue influence, why do the elected represen- 
tatives of the ratepayers succumb to it? Are they the right men? Are 
all classes of the ratepaying community capable of electing the mght men? 
What has been done to educate the ratepayers so far as to enable them 
to obtain a reasonable guarantee of good faith from those they return to 
the Municipal Corporation to safeguard their interests? Disinterested citizens 
have given up the task of organization in despair. The fact is there are 
clashing interests amongst ratepayers themselves, apart from ignorance, 
caste division and other obstacles. The official executive cannot fail to take 
advantage of this weakness in the ratepayers’ camp, in the interests of what he 
deems to be progress. A dead-lock in the administration is undesirable, and so 
long as the executive takes legitimate steps to avert a dead-lock, we cannot hold 
him up to blame. The thing is done every day in Europe. Business must be 
gone through; wanton or ignorant obstruction must be discouraged. It is quite 
possible that the municipal executive may overdo the thing; but if the elected 
members of the. Corporation are strong in intelligence and public spirit, they 
will resist undue pressure. On the other hand, the executive has to bear it in 
mind that with a house divided against itself it is not difficult to ride a coach 
and four through rules of procedure and even principles of administration. 
That this has been done off and on, admits of little doubt. We cannot shut our 
eyes to the fact of rapidly increasing expenditure on several departments with- 
out anything like increasing efficiency. This is a blot’ on our municipal admi- 
nistration, which those in charge cannot be too careful not to decpen by further 
extravagance. We sympathize with their desire for efficiency ; but if they 
look at the matter calmly, with their own eyes, they will see that a good deal 


of additional outlay on some of the departments is a waste of resources and a 

jum on indolence and irresponsibility. It rests with the municipal execu- 
tive to teach us wise economy, which is the first essential of success in the 
administration of public affairs. It may be very easy for officials to whip up a 
majority, but though we hold the johukums primarily to blame for helping 
them to such majority, we cannot help observing that the officials are open at. 
times to the charge of abusing their position. As regards the Government of 
Bombay exercising undue influence on members of the Municipal Corporation, 
we have been able to see no ground whatever for the allegation. Government 
have the power of openly interfering in case of a dead-lock or of mismanage- 
ment; and they do exercise that power, however reluctantly. There is no 
reason, therefore, to believe that they would attempt that socretly which they 
have every right todo in open daylight. Weare inclined to fear that such 
canards are set up by those who wish to shield their own weakness by making 
a scapegoat of the Government. It may be a mere excuse; and if so, it adds 
want of courage to the original sin of selfishness. The excuse may be all the 
more plausible, because it is made in regard to a Conservative Governor. But 
Conservative or Liberal, every head of an Indian administration knows that the 
success of local self-government is as much a relief to him as it can be a satis- 
faction to the most ardent well-wisher of progress in the country. 


40. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 25th January, writes :—The 
picture drawn in the resolution of Government of the 
Comments on the recent working of the Poona Municipality is, if correct, really a 
> a of the Bombay dismal one. That the municipality of a city which 
overnment on the Poona , 1 b 
Municipality. so justly prides itself upon its intelligence and self- 
reliance, and which is rightly considered second in 
importance in the Bombay Presidency, should have exposed itself to such a 
thumping castigation at the hands of Government is a fact for which all the 
sincere friends of local self-government will feel deep sorrow. We have advised- 
ly said, if the picture be true, because we are afraid that it is, if not quite, at 
least considerably, overdrawn. There have been rumours for some time past 
that the Poona Municipality was not in the good graces of Government or of its 
officials. During the régime of Lord Reay it had earned very good certificates 
about its work. But it was considered by some of the officials that Lord Reay 
was in fact overdoing the thing, and that he was patting on the back and 
spoiling the children who were already sufficiently spoilt. Indeed, the praise he 
bestowed in distinct terms upon the working of the Poona Municipality under . 
its non-official and elected President was, it was said, too much for the equani- 
mity of certain people who considered that Lord Reay was much too indepen- 
dent of his Secretaries and at times put forward his own opinions without due 
deference to those of his subordinates. Such kind treatment at the hands of 
the late Governor had already marked the municipality out for proper treatment, 
and the Poona public at all events expected that their city fathers would, when- 
ever official opinion could be able to assert itself, be called heavily to account 
for the indulgence they had previously enjoyed. Side by side with this there 
was also the rumour that Government wanted to create an additional place 
for a civilian or for a favourite uncovenanted official, and that the present 
resolution is to some extent an outcome of that desire. Of course, we cannot 
for a moment give weight to such rumours. But that they did prevail 
for some time is a fact which we cannot ignore. Whatever the truth as to 
the first, as for the second everybody knows that the proposal was actually 
made to incorporate the city and the suburban municipalities and to appoint 
one executive officer at a high salary to look after the affairs of all of them, 
but that it fell through on account of a strong dissent from the Cantonment 
Committee. The measure suggested in the last paragraph of the Government 
resolution seems to lend some apparent support to the popular belief, and it is 
rather difficult to conceive why Government should have alighted on the ex 
dient of appointing a paid executive officer of established merit and capacity 
to carry on the work of the Poona Municipality, and not on the less costly but 
presumably (on the authority of Mr. East) efficacious remedy of wresting from 
the er the 8 of having an elected President and putting in his 
place an offlojal one. Mr. East was evidently greatly offended at the Poona Muni- 
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eipality for not at once falling down prostrate before him, suing for mercy. 
Had they done so he intimates that he would himself have settled the matter 
and not brought it to the notice of Government. But his dignity being offended, 
he considered that the Government should give a wigging to the municipality 
and bring them to a due sense of their subordinate position. In fact, from his 
own letter, paragraph 5, it can safely be inferred that it was not the gravity of 
the mal-administration that. necessitated his reference to Government. He 
admits that he would have adequately dealt with it himself. But the fault of 
the municipality was not. only that they mismanaged the affairs entrusted to 
them, but, what was more serious, they did not show an adequate consciousness, of 
the dignity of a Collector. This offence was unpardonable and he could not 
even wait to give time to them for explanation. The Collector's letter, drafted 
in the heat of indignation, proved in its turn so powerful with the Govern- 
ment that they also did not apparently think that there was any reason to call 
upon the municipality to submit their explanation, and as a consequence the 
municipality have been condemned unheard. Was it, we may ask, considered 
by Government that the offence the municipality had given to the Collector 
disentitled them to that right of being heard in their own defence which is 
always enjoyed by the worst criminals in the land? Surely, we cannot but 
regret the haste in which the whole affair seems to have been managed. For 
aught we know, or for aught the Government itself knows, the municipality 
have probably a good defence on almost. all the points of the charge. At all 
events there would have been no mistake committed if the Government, instead 
of deciding the matter ex parle, had given the accused a hearing. It is not for 
us. to defend a defaulting municipality.“ But it is our duty to point out that 
we cannot accept the verdict unless it is shown that it was delivered after hearing 
both the sides. 


41. The Hitechekhu (84) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of the 29th January 
observes :—Several Collectors and other officers are opposed to the right of local 
self-government, because they think that they have lost the power they enjoyed 
before its concession, and try to bring into disrepute municipal administration 
in the mofussil. The Mehmadahad Municipality and several others were in this 
way deprived of the right of electing a certain number of commissioners when 
they declined to levy house-tax, and for some other flimsy reasons the Surat and 
Broach. Municipalities were divested of their right of a non-official President. 
The Collector-Presidents at Broach and Surat have proved of little use to the 
municipalities owing to their absence from head-quarters in times of emergency, 
and the ratepayers’ money is sometimes wasted by the commissioners to please the 
Collectors, as was recently done at Surat by building the Winchester Museum. The 
Ahmedabad Municipality and some others which closely follow the wishes of the 
Collector and Revenue Commissioner still enjoy the right of a non-official Presi- 
dent. Under such circumstances it afforded us much satisfaction to see the Poona 
Municipality enjoying all the privileges of local self-government. If the allega- 
tions made against that body in a recent Government resolution be true, it certainly 
deserves the censure passed on it; but we do not approve of the proposal to 
appoint a paid executive officer, as that will put additional burden onthe muni- 
cipality while the officer will unnecessarily hamper the administration. It 
would be well to appoint an experienced auditor to check the municipal accounts 
BE to send statements of monthly income and expenditure for scrutiny 

y the Revenue Commissioner, and to hold the managing committee responsible 
for all illegal and unnecessary expenses sanctioned by it. It is strange that Gov- 
ernment, who took no notice of enormous illegal expenses incurred in the time of 
Collector-Presidents, should have recently seen fit to issue such a slashing resolu- 
tion for trifling amounts in the case of the Poona Municipality. 


42. The Arunodaya (21), in its issue of the 25th January, writes :—At 
last an executive officer has been forced on the Poona Municipality and a 
Health Officer and an Executive Engineer will follow in his wake, No one 
can blame Government for their action, for they have only followed their usual 
course of taking advantage of the errors (if, indeed, they are nothing worse 
than errors) of the municipal commissioners. The irregularities of the members 
of the managing committee were culpable in the extreme, and the best reward 
for their services would be to hold a public meeting of the ratepayers and 
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pass a vote of censure on them. They should have resigned their places 
ere now; but if they have not done so of their own accord, the pressure. of 
public opinion will not be ineffectual. But, on the other hand, it may be 
asked what do Government mean by taking this step? Would the commis- 
‘sioners have persisted in their wrong path after it was pointed out to them by 
Government? Yet granting that they could not be trusted, what possible good 
would be done to the ratepayers by increasing the burden of an annual expenditure 
by 40,000 rupees? The grossest waste of municipal funds under the present 
circumstances could hardly approach this sum, and how Government ensure 
better economy by replacing Natives with Europeans can best be known to 
themselves. Irregularities in municipal administration arise mainly from two 
causes. One is a disregard of the status of the members in society, and the 
other is the want of check or supervision except that of Government. Men 
of straitened circumstances cannot properly discharge their duties. We have 
seen in an important municipality a member avoiding a meeting of the general 
committee for fear of his siwkdr’s warrant being executed upon him. In the 
same municipality there is another member whose annual income is not 
more than 100 rupees; and these men are to pass budgets and estimates of 
thousands and thousands of rupees! This evil cannot be checked unless the 
operation of clause (d) of Section 16 of the Bombay Municipal Act of 1884 is 
considerably extended. The irregularities arising out of the second cause 
cannot be put a stop to until education has spread widely. 


43. The Bombay Samdchdr (93), in its issue of the 27th January, alludes 

to the letter addressed by Mr. D. V. Gokhale to the 

Government resolution on Bombay Gazette, published in its issue of the 26th 

= shortcomings of th idem, in which Mr. Gokhale defends himself against 
oona Municipality and the a 5 cs 

comunication from Mr. Certain charges brought against him in a recent resolu- 

D. V. Gokhale, tion of Government on the shortcomings of the Poona 

Municipality, observing that this communication 

gives quite a different aspect to the one contained in the resolution about certain 

acts of the municipality, and hence it is desirable that Government should 


order a fresh enquiry into the matter so that the public may know the actual 
facts. 


G. M. SA THE“, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
38rd February 1891. 
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(For the week ending 31st January 1891.) 
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BOMBAY: PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT omann. 


(CONFIDENTIAL) 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BERA’R, FOR THE 
WEEK ENDING 31s JANUARY 1891. 


a 


List of Newspapers published in Berdr. 


Number 
Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. of — 
issued. 


ANGLO-MARA’THI, 


The Pramod Sindhu ... 488 . . Umrdwati (Amrdoti).. 
„ Vaidarbh ... ae ae ...| Akola... 
„ Varhäd (Berér) Samächär „„. 


Mara THI. 
The Shetakari ... aa 5 Umrdwati (Amraoti). 


% 
„ Suryakänt 2 ses .. Ellichpur 


A correspondent, writing to the Varhdd Samdohdr (3) in its issue of the 
1 26th January, says: — It is widely known that the 
District in Befr. Basim District in Berär is notorious for the crime of 
dacoity. Within a short time dacoities have been 
committed at Nurath, Moha, Nandura Izara, Pimpalgaon and Sheloo Bazar 
Kakarwadi. In addition to these offences a dacoity has recently occurred at 
Shirpur, and some robberies at Kuptee and cases of house-breaking at Korla. 
The rayats, particularly the money-lenders, have taken so much alarm that many 
of them have applied for licenses to use arms for their safety. 


G. M. SA THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
3rd February 1891. 
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(CONFIDENTIAL) . 


i 


No. 6 or 1891, 


REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


For the Week ending 7th February 1891. 


2 — 2 


List of Newspapers and Periodicals, 


ee ote 
» 


— 


Names ot Newspapers. Place of publication. Edition. 


ENGLISH. 


The Bombay East IndiaTFF“nss. 7 Weekly 
„ Indian Spectator... vie iss oe vee . 
„ Käthiäwär Times n ee „„ ote 

Mahratta ... ee ee 8 . 6 „Weekly 
Phoenix eee as . 6% eee eee eee See Bi-weekly 
Quarterly Journal of the Poona Särva- | 

janik Sabha eee eee eee ee 998 eee Quarterly 
Sind Times eee 0 Bi- weekly 


Sen 


ANoLo-MARATRI. 


990 


pee 


ope 


Native Opinion 
Prabhäkar 90 
Subodh Patrika .. 


Holkar Sarkér Gas tte 2 
arsh 


yrryyryrorvyvv 


MARATHI— continued. 


The Maharashtra Vritt 


77 
99 
L 
99 
99 
L 
99 
99 
L 
99 


9 
” 
55 
5 
55 
55 
ss 
9 
9 
” 
99 
” 
55 
7 
” 
" 
99 
1 
55 
5 
7 


Din Mani eee eee 


Moda Vritt ee 
Nagar Samächär. . 
13 n ane 
A Sindhu . 
Pandhari Mitr 
Poona Vaibhav ... : 
Prabodh Chandrika __... . 
Prabodh Ratna ... we i oe 
Pratod .. 


Pune Sérvajanik Sabhechen Mäsik 


Pustak eee eee eee 
Räghava Bhushana ees „„ ee 
Rämd s see 

Ratnakar .. see ove 

Satya Shodhak ... 

Satyn Sadan... ‘a 

Sholapur Samaéchér_.... 

Shri Shivaji oe 

Shubh Suchax 55 

Sudhäkar 


Sumant and Satya Sudha 


Suryodayé... oes eve 
Vanapriya. sue oes. 
Vengurla Vritt ... ese 
Vidushak .. 500 ove 
Vidya Vilés . 
Vijay 


Viridh Dnyän vistär 


Vrittadhdra ‘int 
Vritiasfr . ee 
Vritt Sudha 5 * 
Vyäpärottejaaæalak 


AxoLo-GUsAaRA'TI. 


Dny4n Sudhaa ae 
Gujardt -Darpan .. 9 
Gujarati ee 5 
Gujarat Mittag 
Hitechchhu “i 60 
Kaiser -i-Hind ea 
Rast Goftar os 1 


Surat Akhbär 5 
Sury& Prakash .. 


GuJARA’T. 


1 Times 

Ajab oP 3 
Akhbére Soda 

A'ry& Dharm ash 
Bombay Samachar 

Broach Mitra... . 
Broach Samachér 

Buddhi Prakäs ... . 
Chäna ... ii 

Deshi Mitra “we 
Dny4énodaya& oe 
Dnyän Vardhak 5 
Fursaat. vibe 

Gap Sa 

8 ak 

Gul Afshän 

Hindi Punch 
Hindusthän si 

Jame Jamshed .., sia 
Kaira Khetiwddi Patra... 
Kaira Vartamén ... 
Käside Mumbai. 
Käthiäwär Times .. 
Kelavni ... 


..| Ahmedabad ... 
Surat 
Bombay 

Surat sae 
.| Ahmedabad ... 


e 
Surat ... 


1 


f Broa ch 
Bombay 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


N 


1 edhe. 
8 om 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. , 
1 


. 5 


8 
Do. 


. Fortnightly 
...| Weekly ... 


ae 
<i 


Do. eee 
Monthly . 


. Fortn’ ghtiy 


ee Weekly 

. Fortni htly : 
. Bi-weekly 
Weekly 


Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Month! ae 
Do. ys as 


. Week] 
5 Monthly 


Do. 2000 
1 


a Fortnightl 
.| Weekl sd 


Tri-weekly 


.| Bi-weekly 


Names of Newspapers. 


GusaRa'TI—continued. 


The Saty& Mitr& 0 = ox 
Satyavakta 
1 5 ve 
Saurashtr’ Darpan eee 
Shrimäli Shubhechchhak 
Sneha Sindhu .. ... 
Stri Bodh... ee@ eee 
, Stri Mitra oe oe 
5 Svadesh Bandhu eee eee 
„ Svadesh Vatsal ... 
Udichya Hitechchhu Patra 
„ Vidnyän Vilés ... a 
Vidya Kalpalatika ove 
Vidya Mitra 1 


ANGLO-Ka’/NARESE, 


The Kannada Suvarte... 650 


KAN ARESR. 


The Chandroday& eee 9 00 eee 
„ Karnftak Patrik. 

„ Lok Bandhu ee ove ove 
Rasik Ranjini eee . 000 eee 
Satya Vritt eee ove 000 


MaRa’THI AND Ka'NARESE. 
The Shri Siddheshvar si 
HInpIl. 


The Bhérats Bhraéta ... ase 
„ Brahma Patrika... eee 
„ Ratnaprakäsh Ratlam ... 


ANGLO-URDU. 
The Mahomedan Herald 
Unpo. 


The Akhbäre Ratan Prakäsh Ratläm 
Charkhäri Akhbär * ae 
Dhar State Gazette ae ia 
Eh-ti-shamul Akhbar Jhowra ... 
Gwalior Gazette ... . me 
Jouhar 3 si 900 
Kushful Akhbar... eee ee0@ 

PERSIAN. 

The Iklil 1 


ExdLisn, MARA“THI AND HINDI. 
The Pandit 9 0 eee eee eee 
ENGLISH, MARA'THI AND GuJaRa’'TI. 


154 |The Baroda Vatsal 1 “te 
Spi. 


155 | The MGawin-i-Majma-i-Mahammadi 
1 56 99 Muin-ul-Isl4m eee eee eee 
157 „ Sind Sudhér 500 5 oe 


ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 


188 |O Anglo-Lusitano 
159 |O Portuguez Britannico 
160 |The Horas Vagass 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different N : 7 
which are priate in italles. ewspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 


B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the body of in itali 
paper in the above list is se in 4 — alter the —— of the Report in ——— 


©. The system of spelling vernacular words followed by the Re is the same as that adopted in the 


Official Spelling List of the Bombay Presidency. One peouliar feature of this : 

or d) is the last letter of a word, the accent is tert out, — the short a ( — 5 — 1 pon Pt 1 ad 

1 . at the = 2 2 — This — r atrictly 1 except that when the short a a to be 
ecessary o pronunciation runoda knowa Mitra, 

with a mark over it to indicate that it is short, — wee ame 12 . * | nite 
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5 
Part I.— Politics and the Public Administration. 


1. The Makrdtta (4), in its issue of the Ist February, writes :—The mournful 
1 5 intelligence of the death of India's English champion. 
1 — * Mr. Charles Brad laugh, will throw a gloom over the 
ae whole of India. By this time it must have been wired 
to every nook and corner of this country. Never before had any foreigner 
endeared himself so much to us as Mr. Bradlaugh had. His name had become 
a household word among us. We have had some distinguished English friends 
like the late lamented Messrs. Fawcett and Bright. They sympathised with us 
and fought our battles in the British Parliament and in England. But our 
latest champion had within the short space of three years worked so much for 
us that it was recognised on all hands that in him at last we had found a worthy 
supporter, whose indomitable will, unswerving purpose, untiring energy, extra- 
ordinary powers of endurance, high moral courage, great wisdom, and wonderful 
tact gave every promise of the success of our cause at no distant date. He was 
a host in himself. His lynx-eyed watchfulness and the pertinacity with which 
he heckled the Under Secretary of State for India with questions about Indian 
wrongs and grievances had made him a terror to the India Office, and Anglo- 
Indian officials had already begun to hesitate in their path of zubberdusttsm. 
What makes his loss at the present moment irreparable is the fact that his 
improved Indian Councils’ Reform Bill now falls to the ground. This Bill, as 
we have pointed out already and as was explained by the President of the 
Indian National Congress at Calcutta, stood the greatest chance of passing. 
Especially in his hands the Bill was safe. We were all looking forward with 
great and joyous expectation to the passing of the Bill as the first great fruit of 
the Congress agitation. But alas! Once more has the truth of the old saying 
Man proposes and God disposes”? been brought home to us with bitter em- 
phasis. The verdict in the O’Shea divorce case did not deal a more crushing 
blow to the Home Rule cause than the death of Mr. Bradlaugh does to our 
cause. What would add to the great grief occasioned by his death in this 
country is the mournful reflection that but for India Mr. Bradlaugh had been 
living now. He came to India last year to recoup his shattered health. But 
little rest did we allow him. With blind selfishness we pressed our interests and 
our grievances upon his attention. This occupied no mean part of his time and 
mind, and must have considerably taxed his energies during the whole of last 
year. Our feelings are, therefore, bound to be bitterly self-reproachful. The 
introduction of Lord Cross’s Bill (Indian Councils’ Reform), just as it stood last 
year, into the House of Commons at this juncture will bring home to us heavily 
the loss we have suffered in his death. Where shall we find now another 
like him? There are many others, no doubt, whose sympathies and hearts are 
as large as his, but they unfortunately do not possess the same sterling and 
indispensable qualities which essentially formed part of his character, and which 
fitted him eminently for the noble task he had undertaken. India will never 
forget the name of Charles Bradlaugh. May his soul rest in peace! [Almost 
all the Native newspapers have expressed deep regret at the untimely death of 
Mr. Bradlaugh, giving a brief sketch of his life and the services rendered by him 
to this country during the last three years.] 


2. The Gujardti (82), in its issue of the lst February, writes :—The 
Government and the Indien A. urance given by His Excellency Lord Lansdowne’s 
Nations! Co ne Indian Government as well as by Sir Charles Elliot that the 
tional Congress. ; : J : : 7 
are in no sense hostile to the Indian National Congress, 
that private persons, including pensioners, are free to join the movement, and that 
officers may attend the Congress meetings, will go far to remove the soreness of 
feeling and friction that were gradually manifesting themselves in the relations 
of the officials and the friends of the Congress. Government rightly insists that 
no official shall participate in any political movement, or prevail upon others to 
take part in it, or dissuade them from doing so. This attitude of neutrality 
which Government wish to maintain is certainly unexceptionable, and we are 
thankful to the Viceroy for acknowledging in a frank and generous spirit that 
the movement is a perfectly legitimate and constitutional one. The Viceroy’s 


most remarkable speech on the Age of Consent Bill and the exposition of His 
cow 151 3—2 f 


6 


Excellency’s thoughtful views about the Congress have shown beyond the shadcw 


of a doubt that he 


possesses the nobler qualities of a broad-minded and far-seeing 


ruler, without their being unhappily marred by the — of * immediate 
eminent predecessor in office. 


3. In alluding to the rumoured retirement of the Honourable Sir Ra 


Rumoured retirement of 
the Honourable Sir Ray mond 
West, Member of the Execu- 
tive Council of His Excel- 
lency the Governor, Bombay, 
and a suggestion to appoint 
the Honourable Mr. Justice 
Bird wood in his place. 


ond 
West from the Executive Council of the Bombay 
Government in April next, the Kaiser- i-Hind (85), 
in its issue of the 1st February, observes :—Mr. J. R. 
Naylor, Legal Remembrancer, is said to be the probable 
successor to Sir R. West, and we shall be glad to see 
him in the local Council when his turn comes. The 
Honourable Mr. Justice Birdwood has, however, better 


claims to the coming vacancy ; besides, a Judge of the 
High Court is a higher officer than the Legal Remembrancer. His Excel- 
lency Lord Harris, who so very recently gave a proof of his appreciation 
of the literary abilities of the Honourable Mr. Justice Birdwood by nominating 
him as Vice-Chancellor of the Bombay University, ought to take the first 
opportunity to promote him to the Council. 
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4. While commenting on the recent Government Resolution on the assess- 
ment and collection of the income-tax in the Bombay 
Presidency during 1889-90, the Arwnoduyu (2%), in its 
issue of the Ist February, says that it is a disgrace to the 
Natives anda stain on the British administration that in 

the face of the destruction of native arts and industries 
and in spite of the extreme poverty of the people, the Government should, simply 
because of an increase in the collections from this tax, come to the conclusion 
that the people have prospered, when, as a matter of fact, the augmentation in 
the amount collected means proportionate increase in the oppression practised 
by Mämlatdärs and increasing disregard for appeals against the Mämlatdärs“ 

assessments. ; 
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Recent Government Reso- 
lution on the assessment and 
collection of the income-tax 
and remarks. thereon. 
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5. The Jaume Jamshed (107 11 in its issue of the 2nd February, says: — The 
report of the Income-tax Department of the Bombay 
Presidency for 1889-90, just published, reminds us 
of the highly satisfactory manner in which the Income- 
tax Collector for the Bombay City and his Assistant 
have been doing their work since the formation of 
the Department. It is no easy task to assess incomes 
and make collections in this large city, in which are to be found congregated 
diverse races and creeds, and it is not a little surprising to find from the report 
for 1889-90 that there were during the year only 3 appeals against the Col- 
lector’s assessment, and that in all the 3 cases the Collector’s valuation was. 
confirmed by the Income-tax Commissioner. The administration of their 
Department by Mr. Seervai, the Collector, and Mr. Coorlevala, his Assistant, has 
been throughout satisfactory to Government as well as to the public, and it 
is to be hoped that the services of these officers will be * recognised by the 
authorities. 


6. The Subodh Patria (18), in its issue of the Ist February, writes :— 
We are glad to see from a Resolution of Government 
published this week that the administration of His 


The Income-tax Collector 
of Bombay and his Assistant 
praised for their administra- 
tion of the Department during 
1889-90, 


Approval of the Resolu- 
tion recently issued by the 
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Bombay Government on the 
relations between Revenue 
and Forest officers. 


Excellency Lord Harris has fully re-affirmed the prin- 


ciples which the Government of Lord Reay struggled 
hard to establish for regulating the relations between 
the forest and revenue officers. The due, but not 


absolute, subordination of the former to the latter has an important bearing on 
the enjoyment by the villagers of the permissible privileges accorded to them 
by Government in lieu of their old immemorial rights which have been con- 


fiscated by the Forest Act in the interests of the State. 


The present compre- 


hensive orders therefore may be regarded as the final completion of the work of 
revision which was commenced by Lord Reay with the appointment of the Forest 
Commission of 1885. It was for the same principle that the Honourable 


7 


Mr. Nulkar fought hard as a member of that Commission and also in the Supreme. 
Legislative Council on the occasion of the amendment of the Forest Act of 1878, 
and the present Resolution of Government must be a matter of satisfaction to 
him, as it is one of thankfulness on the part of the rayats towards him and still 
more towards the Government. 


7. The Arunodayd (21), in its issue of the 1st February, says: — From the 
Government Resolution on the relations between forest and revenue officers it 
seems that Government are aware of the oppression practised upon rayats by forest 
officers through folly and “excess of zeal for increasing the forest revenue. 
Government are right in their conclusion that Collectors are likely to know more 
about the grievances and wants of the rayats than the forest officers, but are 
mistaken if they believe that the Collectors will comply with every just demand 
of the rayats. Although the decision of Government to communicate their 
orlers to the people through village officers is good, it would be better if they 
were published through local newspapers also. This Resolution has been issued 
while Mr. Vidal, who was the President of the Forest Commission, is Acting 
Chief Secretary, and he deserves praise for it. We request him to continue to 
show the same earnest desire for the welfare of the rayats. 


8. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the lst February, writes :— 
The Resolution of the Government of Bombay, directing that, subject to several 
restrictions, the Department of Forest may hold itself subordinate to the Revenue 
Department in administrative matters, is an important concession to the cry of 
popular grievance, and the past as well as the present administration of the 
presidency has earned the gratitude of the people by it. We must credit the 
Government of Lord Reay with the inauguration of this liberal policy, and that 
of Lord Harris with giving it practical effect. It may be in the memory of 
many that about the time Lord Reay came out as Governor of Bombay the 
feeling of the people against some of the A’bk:iri and Forest rules was very keen, 
and he had a good deal to do and undo in connection with those two great 
Departments of the State. His efforts to reform the working of the A’bkari 
Department were many ; but as he had hardly time to overtake all the practi- 
cal details, their effect proved to be inadequate. To afford a legitimate redress 
of forest grievances he appointed the Forest Commission, to some of whose 
recommendations he lent himself with characteristic good sense. And it 
augurs well for the reputation of the present Government to have developed 
the beneficial scheme of the late administration with a view to safeguard 
the rights and privileges of the rural population, and to supply local wants. 
The chief aim of the conservation of forests is an excellent one, especially 
for the wholesomeness of climatic effects on surrounding agriculture. But 
the Department, like others of later creation, has often to justify its existence 
by harsh means and to keep itself in evidence by a rigorous application of 
technical rules. The conservation and promotion of agricultural interests 
are the primary duties to which the Forest Department is invited to subordi- 
nate other aims. That “in its management of forests the ease and content- 
ment of the people is an object of greater solicitude to Government than 
the realization of revenue,“ and that Government have no desire to increase 
their forest revenue by the curtailment of conceded privileges or of local supply 
or by the levy of excessive charges for grass and other minor forest produce,“ 
are wise statements of the principles which ought always to regulate the opera- 
tions of the Department. It is hard to discover any want of confidence in the 
Department by the Government re-affirming the guiding principle of former 
orders, that asa branch of the general administration the Forest Department 
ought to work under the authority of the Collector, who is the officer responsible 
for the executive management and well-being of his district. Whatever the 
usefulness of the Forest Department, it is not free from the evils of a department. 
The complaint is not groundless that an adherence by subordinates of the 
Department to the letter more than to the spirit of the forest regulations has 
been the cause of much annoyance to the district population. The villagers 
cannot but resent the curtailment of the supply of rd, flre-wood, and grass for 
cattle or for thatching. In such a case, or in cases of difference of opinion, the 
Department will lose nothing by a reference to the Collector for final orders, 
while the object of the Government in giving relief to the villagers will not be 
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frustrated through excess of official zeal. Disregard of the rule,” Government 
observe, which requires all orders regarding privileges to be sent through the 
Collectors, has on more than one ocvasion caused hardship and inconvenience to 
forest villagers which might doubtless have been avoided, had the Collector been 
given the opportunity of objecting, which the rule itself provides.“ The Gov- 
ernment, therefore, now look to the Collectors and Commissioners for rigid 
enforcement of all orders affecting the supply of local wants and the privileges of 
the people. The Resolution contemplates no encroachment on the freedom of 
the Department, nor confers new privileges either on the Collector or the 

rs, but seems to aim at the safeguarding of all legitimate claims and 
interests, and a more scrupulous working of the original orders of Government 
in that regard. 


9. The Kaiser-i-Hind (85), in its issue of the Ist February, writes :—After 
an embittered controversy, well-nigh extending over eight years, the local Gov- 
ernment, thanks to the influence of Mr. Vidal, has once more seen the error of 
its ways and brought to book the recalcitrant Forest Department. It was indeed 
surprising how under two successive administrations that new-fangled off-shoot 
of the revenue branch of the State refused to bend itself in the direction which 
Commissioners and Collectors, with commendable zeal, sincerely desired for the 
better interests of the cultivating rayat. The Department, however, gained the 
ascendancy in spite of their efforts which, it is deplorable to observe, were never 
sufficiently and courageously backed up by the exalted authorities. Both Sir 
James Fergusson and Lord Reay were simply plastic mouldsin the hands of the 
chief of the Forest Department. His transparent sophistries were allowed to sway 
their reasoning, fairly sound on other matters. Sir James had never a strong grip 
over the Revenue Secretaries, who, therefore, left no stone unturned to continually 
harass and annoy the cultivators in their ordinary agricultural operations by 
a series of Resolutions which they published from time to time with unremit- 
ting breath, The evil consequences arising from their arbitrary and unjustifi- 
able edicts at last became too intolerable to be endured without à vigorous 
public remonstrance, Immemorial rights and communal usages were ruthlessly 
trampled upon, the rayats were restricted in their supply of rab, every kind of 
harsh regulation conceivable by an irresponsible and tyrant autocracy was 

ublished and enforced with the hands of iron, destitution and misery were 

rought in many a rayat’s home, and a spirit of sullen discontent, scarcely known 
before, warmly raged in the breasts of cultivators and owners of private forests . 
alike throughout the presidency. Sir James’ intellect, however, succumbed to 
the strength of the Secretariat argument and could do nothing to give redress 
to the people. The intellect of his successor most severely suffered from 
what may rightly be called a paralysis of forest literature. The deeper 
he dived into and saturated his mind with it the softer the mind grew, 
and therefore the less strong to impartially judge between the weak and 
* rayat and the sturdy and tyrant forester. So the Resolutions 
of 8th April were ga campromise, but a compromise of 9 most unsatisfactory 
character, Lord Reay had to leave these shores with a deep consciousness 
of his miserable failure, even after five years of experience, to do aught 
substantial to repair the rank injustice done to the rayat and the owner of 
hye forests, In his replies to the farewell public addresses, he tried to con- 

ne himself to generalities and content himself with the conventional observation 
that he had endeavoured to do his best, Conscious of the barren results he had 
achieved in matters of forest, he was not able to congratulate himself on a single 
specific reform which could be said to have henefited the aggrieved. Nay, = 
an irony of fate, which dogged him ta the last, the masterful Secretariat haulked 
him even while publishing his almost last public act, It had the audacity ta 
suppress half-a-dozen pa ——ç— reference to which the Secretary: of State 
was questioned during the last Session of Parliament —questions which yet remain 
bee ! Thus did the Forest Department, supported by the Secretariat, keep 
two well-meaning Governors at hay and prevent the rayats from obtaining any 
relief for their wrong:, though all along they had the sympathy of almost all the 
Collectors, But, strange to say, a change over the spirit of the Secretariat has 
lately manifested itself. A long Resolution has lately appeared, in which once 
more the relation which the yee officer should occupy with to the 
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Collector is elaborately explained. Certain healthy rules are formulated, the 
substaace of which is to impress on the Forest Department the performance of 
its own proper function, and its subordination, in all but forest conservaney 
pure and proper, to the Revenue Collector. This was the position prior 
to the usurpation of the authority of that officer by the forest official. Th 
natural condition of matters being now restored and sundry wholesome an 
healthy regulations, in harmony with the recommendations of the Commission 
and conducive to the interests of the rayats and the private owner, being 
laid down, it is to be hoped the friction will now cease, and the cultivators 
will be allowed to carry on their agricultural operations without molestation 
or further deprivation of the privileges now prescribed. The operation of the 
new Resolution will have to be carefully watched. It would be premature to 
bless it, for it has been found, from experience of the past, that Secretariat Reso- 
lutions, suggestive of the most benevolent intentions, are often written only to 
remain as dead letters. They may as well be written in water. But, whatever 
the past history of forest administration may be, it is to be hoped that the 
Government has now turned over a new leaf. The mischief done has been 
irreparable. It could not be undone. But it serves as a warning and a beacon 
to future administrations. It also shows how an irresponsible oligarchy can 
override Governors, set at naught their benevolent intentions and even written 
Resolutions, and tyrannise over a voiceless people. It also shows how far these 
despots of the day have the power and the authority to bring untold mischief 
and hardship on thousands of Her Majesty’s poorest subjects. Whoever may 
be the author of the present Resolution, he deserves the gratitude of the people. 
It is, however, earnestly to be hoped that, like his predecessors, His Excellency 
Lord Harris will not succumb to those influences which made them powerless 
for good in the matter of the forest administration of this presidency—an 
administration which is intimately and closely allied with the vital interests of 
agriculture and the agriculturists, but which has hitherto cast a stigma on the 
righteous character of British Indian administration. 


10. The Gwardts (82), in its issue of the Ist February, writes:—Now we 
have the Native Passenger Ships’ Commission sitting 
The Native Passenger in Bombay and taking a good deal of evidence. With- 
Ships Commission and the out meaning to reflect in the least on the ability and 
grievances of passengers by . | ee 
coasting steamers. experience of the Commissioners, we must say, and we 
think we are here echoing the opinion of the whole 
Native community, that the constitution of the Commission is open to objection 
in that there is not on it a single representative of the people in whose interests 
it was appointed Government. The action of Government in this matter is 
simply unintelligible, and we must enter our strong protest against it, We do 
not know whether the labours of this Commission will result in providing pas- 
sengers with greater accommodation and comfort and in their better treatment 
in future. The whole public press has been for years past appealing to Govern- 
ment for enforeing strict supervision over the coasting steamers with a view to 
put a stop to the intolerable overcrowding of passengers. Laws and regulations 
are nothing more than a dead letter, unless they are put into force by those 
whose duty it is to do so. But if these are remiss in their duties or are indulgent, 
rules are a mockery and a delusion. Similarly, the Native community has, through 
its acknowledged organs of public opinion, often asked for better latrine accom- 
modation and for separate 2 for embarkation and disembarkation. Absence 
of any such arrangements causes very great inconvenience, and on some occa- 
sions the sufferings of passengers have only to be personally witnessed to be 
convinced of the urgent necessity of effecting radical reforms in the present 
system. The fares charged by the owners of coasting steamers for varying dis- 
tances are also arbitrary, and during times of competition they are raised or 
lowered at their sweet will, We trust the Commissioners will consider the 
points we have touched above, and do their best to afford increased safety 
and convenience to the passengers. [The Satyavahta (121), in its issue 
of the 6th February, expresses similar sentiments, and adds that the Native 
sengers oftentimes do not find sufficient room to sit down comfortably, unless. 
they give same. doweewr to the sailors on the steamer, and that their things 
are pean stolen on account of the overcrowding, but no notice is taken 
oon 1913-—3 
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of their complaints by the captain when informed of the occurrence. The 
paper recommends Government to remove these complaints, and to make a: 
uction in the present fare, which, it says, is exorbitant. | 


11. The Bombay Samdchér (93), in its issue of the 4th February, says :— 
On 2nd February there was held a public meeting in the hall of Mulji Jethä's cloth 
market at Bombay in connection with the Native Passenger Ships’ Commission 
that is now collecting evidence at Bombay. On that occasion several members 
of the meeting related their personal experiences of a sea voyage on a coasting 
steamer, and showed that the Native passengers were treated by the officers of 
these vessels not better than beasts, and that after the vessel had got quite clear 
of the port these officers ignored all law and did as they liked. Of the several 
complaints made on the occasion the one about overcrowding of passengers was 
the most important. The overcrowding was described to be so great that passengers 
could not on several occasions get sufficient room even to sit down; and some- 
times some of the third class passengers were made to go and sit in the second class 
on account of want of room, and were forced to pay second class passage after 
the vessel had reached half way. This complaint is very serious, and the truth of 
it may be ascertained by employing the detective police. One of the reasons of 
overcrowding is that Native passengers are unwilling to part, even temporarily, 
with their luggage by making it over to the officers of the vessel, and the remedy 
suggested by us before, of providing benches, was approved of at the meeting, 
it being remarked at the same time that the passengers would be willing to pay 
a little more passage money for this convenience. Another complaint made at 
this meeting was about the absence of ladders to get in and out of the vessels, 
which caused not a little inconvenience and some risk to the limbs and lives of 
the passengers. The third item of complaint was about only one passage being 
kept for embarkation as well as disembarkation. This is done in disregard of 
the order of Government to keep two passages that was issued in connection with 
the complaint made by certain Native passengers that their women were insulted 
by the military sepoys who accompanied them on board a steamer belonging to 
the British India Steam Navigation Company. The fourth complaint related to 
latrines on the steamers not being convenient and clean. It is to be hoped, 
now that these complaints have been brought to the notice of Government, that 
no time will be lost to remove them. The same journal, in its issue of the 5th 
February, expresses a hope that due attention will be paid by the Commission to the 
suggestions made by some of the witnesses for increasing the number and kind 
of means for saving lives from accidents at sea, such as boats, buoys, &c., 
on a passenger steamer, and for having the different decks of a vessel at a suffi- 
cient height from each other, in case of vessels hereafter built, and allowing 
more space to passengers in the old steamers with low decks. [The Jdme Jamshed 
(107), in its issue of the 5th, and the Akhbdre Soddgar \91), in that of the 6th 
idem, express similar sentiments. } 


12. The Arunodayd (21), in its issue of the Ist February, says :—The 
Dr. Pollen on Hindu jurors. Temark made by Dr. Pollen, the Sessions Judge of 
Belgaum, in his judgment ina case of murder recently 
tried before him and a jury, that it was not safe to depend upon the verdict 
returned by Hindu jurors in murder cases, casts a stain on the whole Hindu commu- 
nity. The Judge states that the Hindu jurors in the case intentionally returned 
a verdict of not guilty. It is desirable that the jurors should clear their 
conduct in respect of this charge. Granting that the jurors in the particular 
case returned a wrong verdict, what grounds has Dr. Pollen to assert that 
all Hindus are unfit to serve as jurors in murder cases? If a single Cove- 
nanted Civil Servant be proved to be corrupt, does it follow that all are so? 


18. The Poona Vaibhav (53), in its issue of the lst February, says: — On 
28th ultimo, Dr. Bhälchandra Krishna Bhätavdekar 

1 — h Rosen sg or went to the District Court at Thana to give evidence 
the District Judge of Thana, in a certain case, and a pleader in the Court asked a 
n to give the Doctor a chair; but the District 

Judge, Mr. C. E. G. Crawford, ordered the peon to take away the chair, and thus 
showed disrespect to the Doctor. Dr. Bhätavdekar, besides being respected by 
moet people, is a graduate, a Justice of the Peace, a member of the Bombay: 
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Municipal Corporation, and a Fellow of the Bombay University, and it was not 
right on the part of the Judge to intentionally show disrespect: to him by 
refusing to give him a chair after the Doctor himself had told him that he was 
provided with a chair even in the High Court. If Dr. Bhätavdekar did receive 
such treatment, what respect Europeans are likely to show to those who are 
a little inferior to the Doctor in social position can well be imagined. The 

i shown to Dr. Bhätavdekar means disrespect to the whole Native 
eommunity. Seeing that he may perhaps be blamed for his conduct in this 
matter, the District Judge is said to have written to the High Court to issue 
definite orders as to what persons are entitled toa chair. But this is a trick 
to escape reproach in the present case. —— Arunodayd (21), in its issue of 
the 1st February, also refers to the incident, and says that Dr. Bhätavdekar 
himself asked the Judge to allow him a chair after he was sworn in, adding that 
he had appeared to give evidence as an expert; but the Judge said that it did not 
matter whether he had appeared as an expert or as an ordinary witness. It looks 
somewhat strange, adds the paper, that Dr. Bhätavdekar should have himself 
asked fora chair. It would have been better if the Judge had been a little 
more polite in refusing the request of the Doctor. | 


14. The Surya Prakdskh (88), in its issue of the 3lst January, observes :— 
At the institution of the University School Final 
A request to Government Examination, Government issued a Resolution to the 


to ide for the successfal . . 
andidates at the University effect that the successful candidates would be given 


— —— preference over others in Government service, but 
| this promise does not seem to have been fulfilled, and 
if proper steps are not taken in time, students will be discouraged from preparing 
for that examination. It is not right that Government should employ European 
pensioners on State Railways, and we should recommend them to employ the 
successful candidates at the University School Final Examination in their place 
and also in the Police Department. Government should also publish annual 
statements of the successful candidates who have been employed in the State 
service during the year. | 


15. The Kdihidwdr Times (3), in its issue of the 3lst January, writes :— 

Of late there have been frequent highway robberies, 

„ — 1 and we draw the attention of the Political Agent to 
rr them. It is currently reported and generally believed 
the Native Regiment and a that these robberies are due to the persistent and 
squadron of Cavalry stationed widespread rumour that the Native Regiment and 
there. the squadron of Cavalry stationed here are shortly 
to be permanently removed. As yet we know not 

how far credence can be given to this rumour, but we are sure that it will 
be a very short-sighted policy on the part of Government to remove what little 
garrison we have for Kathidwdr. It is to be hoped that the Political Agent 
will impress upon the Government the necessity of retaining the garrison, 
unless — are prepared to see outlawry and highway robbery breaking out 
once more. 


Part II. Legislation. 


16. The Inds Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 2nd February, writes :—The 

| twelve years’ limit has been chosen by the Government, 
Disapproval of the agita- as we have said, as the lowest safe limit, in deference 
bia * the Age of Con- to the somewhat abnormal conditions of our social 
on religious 3 a 

grounds. opinions and practices. To go below the twelve years 
limit is to revolt against nature. These hysical con- 

siderations are, to our mind, supreme, and will be recognised to be decisive of the 
issue by all thoughtful persons. Those of our countrymen who are ranging 


themselves against the Bill would, we venture to think, admit them to be 


ntrymen to consider if they honestly believe them. According to the inter- 
pretation which is the basis of these scruples, the Shästras hold out the terrors of 
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I. The Bombay Samdchér (98), 12 its i issue of the 4th February, says :— 
On 2nd February patti was held a in the hall of MuljiJ etha’s doth, 
arket at Bombay in connection with the Native Passenger Ships’ Commission, 
ut is now collecting evidence at Bombay, On that occasion several members 
of the meeting related their personal experiences of a sea voyage on a coasting 
steamer, and showed that the Native passengers were treated by the officers of 
these vessels not better than beasts, and that after the vernal hed hoe juite clear 
of the port these officers ignored all law and did as they liked. Of the several . 
complaints made on the occasion the one about overcrowding of passengers was 
the most important. The overcrowding was described to be so great that passengers 
could not on several occasions get sufficient room even to sit down; and some- 
times some of the third class passengers were made to go and sit in the second class 
on account of want of room, and were forced to pay second class aul thet after. 
the vessel had reached half way. This complaint is very serious, and the truth of 
it may be ascertained by employing the detective vag One of the reasons of 
overcrowding is that Native passengers are unwilling to part, even temporarily, 
i their — by making it over to the officers of the vessel, and the remedy 
uggested by 4194 of providing benches, was approved of at the meeting, 
it yoy Bodie te at the same time that the passengers would be willing to pay 
a little more passage money for this convenience. Another complaint made at 
this meeting was about the absence of ladders to get in and out of the vessels, 
2 caused not A little inconvenience * some as to ~ limbs and ges 
the passengers. e third item of comp t was a ut only one passage 
kept for embarkation as well as disembarkation. This is done in disregard of 
the order of Government to keep two passages that was issued in connection with 
the complaint made by certain Native passengers that their women were insulted 
by the military 1 ** who accompanied them on board a steamer belo to 
the British India team Navigation Company. The fourth complaint related to 
latrines on the steamers not being convenient and clean. It is to be hoped, 
now that these complaints have been brought to the notice of Government, that 
no time will be lost to remove them. The same journal, in its issue of the öth 
February, expresses a hope that due attention will be paid by the Commission to the 
suggestions made by some of the witnesses for increasing the number and kind 
of means for saving lives from accidents at sea, such as boats, buoys, &c., 
on a ger steamer, and for having the different decks of a vessel at a suffi : 
cient height from each other, in case of vessels hereafter built, and allowin 
more space to passengers in the old steamers with low decks. The Jdme Jamshed. 
(107), in its issue of the 5th, and the Akhbdre Soddgar (91), in that of the 6th 
idem, express similar sentiments. } : 
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remark made r. Pollen, the ons 

n um, in bis judgment ina case of murder we 
tried before him and a jury, that it was * safe to depend upon the verdiet 
returned by Hindu jurors in murder cases, casts a stain on the whole Hindu commu- 
nity. The Judge states that the Hindu jurors in the case intentionally returned 
a verdict of not guilty. It is desirable that the 4 urors should clear their 
conduct in respect of this charge. Granting that the jurors in the particular 
case returned a verdict, what — Ih has Dr. Pollen to assert that 
all Hindus are unfit to serve as jurors in murder cases? If a single Cove- 

nanted Civil Servant be proved to be corrupt, does it follow that all are so? 
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28th ultimo, Dr. Bhälchandra Krishna dende 
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‘the District Judge of Thine’ in in a certain case, and a pleader in the Court asked a 
2 the Doctor a chair; but the District. 

Judge, Mr. O. E. G. Ora Becher, Dr, Biitapdakar, besides away the chair, voted by 
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eommunity. Seeing that he may perhaps be blamed e 
matter, the District Judge is said to have written to the High Court 
definite orders as to what persons are entitled toa chair. But this is 
to escapé reproach in the present 12 Arunodayd (21), in its issue of 
the Ist February, also refers to the incident, and says that Dr. Bhätavdekar 
himself asked the Judge to allow him a chair after he was sworn in, adding that 
he had appeared to give evidence as an expert; but the Judge said that it did not 
matter whether he had appeared as an expert or as an ordinary witness. It looks 
somewhat strange, adds the paper, that Dr. Bhätavdekar should have himself 
asked fora chair. {t would have been better if the Judge had been a little 
more polite in refusing the request of the Doctor. | 


14. ‘The Surya Prakdsh (88), in its issue of the 31st January, observes :— 
: At the institution of the University School Final 
A request to Governmeat Examination, Government issued a Resolution to the 
to provide for the suceessfal effect that the successful candidates would be given 
candidates at the University Geant , , : | 
School Final Examination. Preference over others in Government service, but 
| | 78 this promise does not seem to have been fulfilled, and 
if proper steps are not taken in time, students will be discouraged from P reparing 
for that examination. It is not right that Government should employ pean: 
pensioners on State Railways, we should recommend them to employ the 
successful candidates at the University School Final Examination in their place 
and also ia the Police Department. Government should also publish annual 
statements of the successful candidates who have been employed in the State 
service during the year. N 


15. The Kdthidwdr Times (3), in its issue of the 3lst January, writes: — 
oe Of late there have been frequent highway robberies, 
Highway robberies at Raj. and we draw the attention of the Political Agent to 
= and the rumours about them. It is currently reported and generally believed 
he pernpnest removal that these robberi due to the persistent and 
the Native Regiment and a in ese TO es are due to the persistent an 
squadron of Cavalry stationed widespread rumour that the Native iment and 
there. the squadron of Cavalry stationed here are shortly 
to be permanently removed. As yet we know not 
how far credence can be given to this rumour, but we are sure that it will 
be a very short-sighted policy on the part of Government to remove what little 
garrison we have for hiawär. It is to be hoped that the Political Agent 
will impress upon the Government the necessity of retaining the garrison, 
unless they. are, prepared to see outlawry and highway robbery . out 
once more, ELI Pk : | : 
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8 W. ne cel Soon no Feeling hers, 
Pega redhat gs e ag aml rule Aa; regands 
gonsummation. If, therefore, in any possible cases the notable event may. occur 
before the twelfth „ and the consummation may have to be put off for a 
few months under the 1e proposed law, no violence will be done to popular feeling. 
In this view the present cry seems to us to be entirely make-believe or spurious, 


Further, is the supposed rule, in point of fact, so imperative as it is alleged 40 be 
Two of our best modern Sanskrit scholars have given an exposition of the texts, 


which shows that the principle of the Bill is in entire harmony with them, and 
that it is su A the opinions of some of our ancient writers of great 
authority. We . not wish to enter here into an examination of the l 
as it has heen already done by abler hands. Suffice it for us to 
our people will do well to follow the interpretation. there suggested. 1 
strict. obedience to the Shastric rules of interpretation, is —— Gece on express author. 
ity, and is in full consonance with the spirit of the actual p 
among our people. The more rigid rule propounded by the scholars of the o 
achool lands us into a perfect mess, and makes our position thor 
The depths of absurdity to which the old interpreters will 
by the letter af one of our local Mahémahopidhydyas : | 
porary, who declares cohabitation permissible even with a girl of eight! Surely, 
nothing will bring our religion into contempt so much as thege ‘pronouncements 
of the so-called defenders of the religion. That a religion should demand the 
subjection of girls of eight, ten or twelve to the sensual embraces of à man at the 
first oceurrence of a certain physical condition, however tender her age, seems to 
us highly preposterous. We refuse to believe anything so stupid of our — 2 
The ery of “ Religion in danger raised in Bengal will on the of 
those who are making it, because those who affirm such wicked barbarities of 
our religion are its worst enemies. As we have said, we decline to accept 
that our religion gives any such ordinances as are contended for. Assuming 
it does, we say the British legislature in its. superior wisdom is fully com- 
tent to set them aside. The appeal to the Proclamation is the verliest 
unkum. The question was fully considered in these columns in our ‘issue of 
the 10th ultimo by our correspondent J., whom our readers will readily y identify 
with one of our foremost citizens. There is no need to travel over ithe same 
ground here, It is enough to say that there is no such imp e rule, 
and that, sup the rule to be so imperative, it is not one which within 
the terms of the Proclamation the Government is bound to respect. What 
grieves us most is that educated writers in the ress should indulge 3 in the most 
Irrational and wild forebodings about the One writer — ＋ — ut of 
every 126 girls, G girls attain their conventional puberty n 12. 
The husbands of these 6 muat suffer . for if life.” h 
— ? a they 4 ord to wait for a few months to oom ete 1 
period Lat ua aak these wild deter e consider what their 
— is likely to I 
warned them that it will cost 
tions. That our warning 1 
le to. 2 Caleutta con 
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renn ecantry, by 9 
themselves un inth A mad fury over a: n in quite: elertientiy ud 
regards medical science aad! in — ers 


H no consideradiotis of reason or oontistenqy en 
to them on the. ground of their material: interests, and: wann therm thas thé 
eee gat ene . ene 80 en 
prise. 

1 ‘he Tain 9 ate, 2) it ome of th) ter i 
The Garpra tof dor Aa) e a, 
raised connection ‘with their Bi i to to prot met 
pr wT 114 


roup of Raéjds and i 

as exponents of reli; of K as custodians, of ruling’ power. 
or landholders ‘raised to affluence b 4 permanent * 
time of Lord Cornwallis. Of re of portance these gentlémen: 1500 7 si 
They are not Brahmans; very far, “ind being Bralmans. As a matter 
of fact, even the Bréhmans of" of Bengal generally are 8 99 much thought of by 
Bréhmans of Bombay and elsewhere, not being over-particular i in the oliservance 
of Shastric rules which they quote verbally w en it suits their purpose. Let it 
be- remembered that the present o cry is a repetition of the clamour raised By the 
ame clase at the time Tord Dufferin the Bengal Jamindäri Bill: it is a 
from monopolists. Lord Dufferin was firm, and the ‘cry’ availed’ nothing. 
H the jamindärs saw that resistance was useless, they went about their 
business: quietly, and the Bengal Tenancy Bill has since been: a law of the land. 
Much ory an ‘little wool'’’—that is a characteristic of the so- called orthodox 
opinion of Bengal. Tlie pity is that these Räjäs and Mahäräzäs do not see how 
in the present case they Aa the whole country down with their-cnade notions 
of Raghunandan and Garbhddhdna, As to Raghunandan, his authority is hardly 
ever recognised outside Bengal; indeed, his very name is unknown to most of 
us. yor to Garbhddbdna, if oonsummation is necessary immediately after the 
first, a of the menses, why is it delayed in thousands of cases? Messers. 
Bhi érkar, Räuade and: Telang; Bachman of the highest position, declare 
that consummation can be delayed indefinitely. This they declare on the 
authorities of the Shästras. Again, if the Garbhddhdna: ceremony is 80 
‘urgently. necessary; how: is; it that. the Rajputs have formally, deferred the 
1 ceremony itself, which preeedes G Garbhddhdna, ceremony, in the 

girls, till 167 Surely, ‘the jamindärs of Bengal and their followers 
do not pretend to: higher 1 than the Rajputs. That the Garbhddhdna 
ceremony is not urgently necessary at any particular juncture is shown) by 
the Shästras, which make wise: provisions in case of illness, absence, quarrels, 
Ko. What, then, becomes of the invialable rite”? It is distressing to see 
the methods employed by some of the: opponents of the Bill. To say that 
Government are going: to make marriage in India dependent on their own will 
and pleasure ;: that they: are going ta: le loose the palice. upon: the privacies of 
life; that the religion of the Hindus is going to be. entirely’ upseti;—this. is too 
much even for the most bigoted of monopolists who have read. Sir Andrew 
-Sooble's: speech, while. introducing: the Bill. As we have, observed, . 
Government are for reasonable. arguments. Nut, when religion 
being utliagdlto to auch questionable: tha Kinder lte no Government, worthy; of the 
name, aan listen to the criticism, : ur religion is: far: nobler, than its 
Bengali: interpratera: of: the day would: have; us believe. And,; even, if their 


are. 


int. tion were to. be believed, the: principle of Government enunciated 
by Mr. Nulkar, the Brähman Member of Couneil, must tri » namely, 
that humanity and oes conscience: cannot: be trampled ant in 0 mann: ot 
religion.“ | WA: 
18. The Bau! 8), i in ite issue of the let February Abe Age 
 Congent: Bill will interfere a little with our relia is; mie — 
should: 8 1 as we da with several other evils. If the Je Sir 


| indta Mitra and others, who e 
14 81 sepoct for’ thei bie amt the as busta 0 


19. To Dies e qos of the th Febe 7 8 

Protease Tilak hes been ineoneistent with himself in eritieising the 
Mr. ‘Telang, inasmuch as he had, a few months back, expressed: * — 

sain numberof people ind na ng thiny and f 1 2 
“the Age of Cos nates fate 


1 20, The Parsi Tutte (116), f in * issue of the 110 Hebrusty, en 
bar 1 5 e Mil, which, se renee een , Gerace 
protest whic rought, forw 7 Gove ent! m. 
the 1 of the Ne Native communities, and have shown that bi gay not 
deserving of the right of local self-government, and that the National  Congsrene 
is a mere farce, . Tei is not fair that the Hindus should under the plea of religion 
find fault with a benign Government having the best of motives. 


21. A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (18), in its issue of the aud 
February, says that the authorities from the Shästras brought forward by men 
like Mahämahopädhyäya Bhiméchérya Zalkikar and meetings like the one held 
in Tulsibäg at Poona show that the object which the Government have in view 
will not be gained by passing the Age of Consent Bill, and that the Government 
should prepare themselves to face a little more opposition and pass a Jaw 
prohibiting marriage before the age of 12 instead of the present Bill. 


22, The Din Bandhw (10), in its issue of the Ist February, writes : 4 
ee eee 1 1 a of 1 Marätha commu- 
Aver nity was held at Bombay, on last. Wednes- 
N e day evening to consider the Age of Consent Bill. 
Mr. Madhavréo Räghoji Rokade presided, and after the 
object of the meeting was fully explained, a resolution — their sympathy 
with and. support to the Bill was unanimously passed, and it was resolved to 
petition Government to push on the measure in the interests of humanity. It 
undoubtedly redounds very much to the credit of our backward classes and to the 
Marätha promptness and decision of character that while some of the old orthedox 
Shdstris on the one hand and modern Hindu scholars on the other are 


their time and energy in carrying on a theological warfare on the religious 
of the Bill, the Maräthäs have at one sweep cut the Gordian knot at their Nest 


mass meeting. The masses admit the principle that social reform must grow 
from within, but owin . to want of moral stamina in our edunated classes, who 


ought to take the lead, and owing to the strong hold the priesthood still has upon 
our people, the growth of aocial — from within is an impossibility. In the 
present controversy what strikes us as ridiculously absurd is stand the anti- 
Bill party takes, While discussing the Bill, upon the tottering basis of ancient 
and out-of-date Shdstras. No man in his sound senses will ever deny the fact 
that is progressive all over the world, and that social customs, tradi- 
‘tions and awe must change as the society What wisdom is t 
then, in appealing. to laws and traditions. were framed five th 
years ago for altogether a different society to that. of present P As 00 
we know, the Shdstras are kept up more in their breach in their observance 
dy those very high-claes men who now seem anxious to preserve their religion from 
Shee ow We ought to be satisfied with the reasons and object: of the 
its honourable mover, and we ought to be more than satis- — 
fied with * manner in which His Excellency the — ‘bas — with 
this question in his excellent speech. 15 


283. The Mahrdtia (4), in its iss 
eminent Sanskrit s 


2 


is? V. ‘The Din, therefore; cannot and will not 
e Wan, Govlaration From krom buch learned scholars 
— 


. We” 


a lat N N e 
nassaoe 9% Dott , dee e De 
Rad arlar und the Honourable Mr. Nang ave misinterpreted the Shästras 
the paper continues :—The Garbhddhdina ce ceremony must ( te performed on the 
first attainment of the well-known: physical condition. And this is the view of all 
the great Hindu divines. Turn to any Smriti or a Nibandha, you have the 
first en joined and then the injunction that the husband should have 
intercourse on the attainment of the physical condition.” And logic, . ress 
texts of Sutra and Smriti, the unanimous opinion of Hindu divines, and, above 
all, that great modifier of Hindu law, the custom of the land—all ‘declare 
inst Dr. Bhändärkar's view, and interpret the phrase to mean “the first 
siainriéing of the physical condition. Tube very foundation of Dr. Bhändärkar's 
theory being thus destroyed, it is. needless to examine his other statements. 
Of course, the Shästras allow exceptions in e cases, as when the husband is 
ill, imprisoned, out on a travel, and so on, but. these exceptions themselves prove 
the e, and the present Bill cannot but interfere with it. Much has also been 
made of the recommendatory and obligatory precepts ; but, as pointed out by Mr. 
Tilak in his letter, the meaning of these phrases is utterly misunderstood, and 
the doctrine once accepted would by parity of reasoning lead to very dangerous 
results. The words used in our Shistras to denote the two kinds of ceremonies 
are kdmy and nit a, which ate rendered into English by ‘recommendatory ’ 
and ‘obligatory,’ but kama in its connotation entirely differs from ‘recom- 
mendatory.’ iy kama our writers mean nothing more than that a certain act 
has not purely spiritual benefit i in view, but that it serves the purpose of regulat- 
ing the relation between man and man. Under this head are einde such 
ceremonies as marriage, inheritance and others, and no one dare say that inter- 
ference with these is justiflable, as according to Hindu notions all of them have 
more or less religious significance. All that kdmya means, therefore, is that a 
man may choose to lead a life of celebacy in preference to marriage, and so on. 
But we cannot understand how Government can come in, and interfere in these 
cases, We have, however, exceeded our limits, and have consequently to postpone 
a detailed consideration of this second point to another issue if necessary. We 
cannot, however, conclude without remarking that the reformers have been ill- 
advised to take their stand on these strained interpretations of. Sanskrit texts. 


24. The K. esaré (48), i in its issue of the 8rd February, adduces a number 

of texts from the Hindu Shästras to show that Dr. 

Pr. R. C. Bhéndickar and Bhindérkar’s interpretation of the law on the subject 
* W ag lien. of the consummation of marriage is incorrect, and that 
1 of the “age as pir thay senna’ ed girl a ae of puberty, 
of Consent Bill. seer no matter W marriage must, 
> ageording to all e of on Hindu law, be con- 

eummated, and says that it is unbecoming for a oe of Dr. Bhändarkar's 
Iearaing a e pect for the old Hindu sages'to to misoonstrue thé texts of 
the spiritual law. The same paper expresses dissatisfaction also with the opinions 

of the Honourable Mr. Justice on the'subject, and remarks that if the 
Royal Proclamation of 1858 and the assurances of non-interference given therein 
be interpreted in the manner adopted by the Honourable Judge, there will be 
no difficulty in prohibiting by — idolatry, infant, marriage and some other 
ees sanctioned by Hindu — About the voluntary neglect. of some of 

¢ injunctions ofthe deren by the Hindus alleged by Justice Telang, the 
epaniahaerve Yoh Sheng via true, it is none the less true that a 
prohibition to ohey: them imposed. by law ia sure to be felt as an encroachment 
on nan he and is ¢ — — In conclusion, the 


156 


popar regrets that an eduented tleman like; Mr. Justice Telang should: nen se 
rete — ashe has done, and showld.recom, 


that the e focimaat ee 
ma, a e enn tors Btähman and, suspensipn. 
‘er nen of meme 


Opinion (18), 1.2901 | 5th, Feb ted eg 8 
Honour a r the opinions 
7 in raf the Ago of Con ae ly y 2 1 
ri ip ber polio yey es Bourg sen i 
155 26 pe: 3 ang & & * 
elbe for the purpose of showin them to be favourable tot tothe opinions alate 
eee, To Mr, Justice Telang the paper is, however,, very 
severe and. sarcastic, and says, that in supporting the, snes he C 
he has by means of the. eloquence and. sophistic reasoning he has acquired, 7 his 
practice as a barrister, and which, after sitting on the Bench for 3 year or 3 
‘year and a half, he has not, yee for outdone Dr. Bhändarkar and 
supported: the legislationists wit spurious and ingenious, arguments. With 
regard to. Mr. J 19 Telang's d that the puna of the rag 
must, according to the Hindu law, be respected, the asks if the British: 
Government i is prepared to recognise the in ajunction o <i the, Hindu * 
giver, that the sovereign deserves to be p ed if hie be op ressiye or 
says that if the Goyernment is so prepared, the people not at ait det te to 
legislation in social matters. In conclusion, the paper gives vent to much resent- 
ment at the argument of Mr. Justice Telang about removing all religious. diffir 
culty by undergoing the prescribed penance of suspending. breath for a, few 
minutes, or giving two annas to a Brahman, and says that as idolatry is not 
enjoined to every, Hindu, all the idolatrous temples i in the country should be razed. 
to the ground and the people should be converted to Christianity at one sweep, 
as there would be no fear of excommunication. when the whole community. are 
turned Christians, Whatever the handful of reformers like Mr, ot ou ma da, 


the people are satisfied, adds the paper, that dora will not produce dis- 
content among the masses to please the reformers. 


96, The same paper delivers a lotig discourse. on the. doin of the 


reformers in opposition to the diotates of the Hindu 
3 8 Shästras regarding the worship of God, e of 
2 ~ caste distinctions, eating, drinking and such’ other 
: matters and on the inconsistency of their 22 
with their professions of independence and freedom of thought and action, and 
warns the people to beware of trusting the reformers and. following in their 
footsteps, saying that though they may e learned in secular knowledge — ‘are 
not, worthy of being listened to in matters religious, that, in their a ta to 
advance the cause of what they call social reform they are actuated by 
selfish moti ves of, acquiring credit. with the Europeans. for, 3 ae 
i it Be 
eof Consen ang? are the, Supreme ve 
interested, efforts af reformers, they will throw ther 
ops dimenttion, since, the 2 U — 


= 1 Ey same ub 


in penne ee eee 
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subjects: Onbe * 5 4 tine the people —men, wothen ani children —being m. uch 
— out with whatever they coulf get hold of, and rebelled 

their Emperor. The result was that the Emperor was brought to his senses, gave 
up the idea of reform, and reconciled the ‘people, confessing before them that his 


gange lay Ju in ‘their contentment i ies a icant eat eee t M Torf 
iden eal with theirs.. 


28. The same paper says in its usual jocular: way; that it has rats petition 
From the reformers, praying that a Bill ma 
A. Lioense and Medical forward to substitute, in place of the 
Cail Bal 1. e ceremony of which they wish to get Bey a Jaw. of 
Bill proposed in jest. | leense and médical .certificate for the convenience of 
persons desirous of eonsummating their marriage on 
the payment of certain fees, as a supplement to the Age of Consent Bill. 


29. The Bodh Sudhdkar (9), in its issue of the 4th February, says that 
, val of th Government seem to have forgotten the lesson learnt 
Consent Bill: the Age of from the Mutiny. of 1857 and the assurances ‘subse- 
quently given in the Royal Proclamation in order to 
confidence of the people, which is essentially necessary for the nency 
of the British rule in India, and observes 5 if the belief of the peop e that Gov- 
ernment. do not scruple to disregard given from time to time were 
eonfirmed, the consequences wat age th serious, that Government should not 
listen to the foolish and dangerous advice * Hindu reformers and a Pérsi enthu- 
aiast to legialate in social matters, and that Government should bear in mind that 
if they add 3 in social matters to that in political matters, of which 
latter the people are already tired, the step will produce such flames as it will be 
found difficult to keep under control. In conclusion, the paper earnestly * 
quests Government not to countenance the demand for raising the age ori consen 
and to shelve the Bill, as was done by Lord Dufferin: in the case o rayer 
for prohibiting early marriages, and asks them to grant the requests of the the page 
National Congress if they really have the good of the subject people at heart, 
since the social evils fering e Hindus are - the result of the miseries 13 
are suffering from political disabilities. 


30. The Gujardés (8 2), in its issue of the ist February, says that the Bill 
has caused wides — dissatisfaction among the Hindus, except a handful of 
reformers, that Dr. Bhéndérkar has tried to mislead the public by quoting solitary 
sentences from the Shastzas, that Professor Tilak’s reply to him dispels all doubts 
on the subject, that the Honourable Mr. Justice Te — also supports the Bill, 
wrongly asserting that consummation immediately after the first menstruation 
is not made compulsory by the religion, and remarking that supposing it to be a 
religious duty its non- rmance for a certain length of time may be met by 


a penance. Mr. Justice Telang’s nana says the paper,will hardly raise 
him in public estimation, 


31. The Gujardt my (83), in its issue of the 1st February, says :—There 
is no objection to the age of consent being raised from 10 to 12 dort but 15 


a large majorit 2 ats this change, the limit might be fixed at 11 
which the people pts «gos object so vehemently. The passing of the Bil mie might 


be well Si seer aye as it would not be discreet to displease the orthodox peop 


while | ighness the Ozarewitch is in the country, lest His Im 
Majesty the 2 Manning from his son that a majority of the people in India 
discontented, may be aces to invade the country. 


82. The K. datde Mumbat (118), in its issue of the 6th February, observes 
that since the Bill interferes with the social usages of the people of India, the Hono- 
rary Secretary of the Anjumane Vdyde Teldm and and several others have, since Friday 
last, at . recommendation of some Moulvis, begun to preach in the mosques 
and streets of Bombay against the Bill, just as they did in the case of the intended 

rmanee of the of Proph phet Mahomed, and that many religious 

KA. sent q requisition to the Anjumane Vdyde. to convene ‘a 
public ae of the Mahomelan community to protest against the Bill, , 

cou 1818-8 a 


— ane que "iia the rd Fe 


whole community be in — of the Bill, it may —— 
them alone, and not to the Hindus who opposeit. Because the Honourable Mr. 
91 rag , the Honduruble Mr. Nulkar, RAO Bahédur M. G. Rénadé, Maar. 
Vv Narendra Nath, Zen, mb and a few others support the 
Bill it would not be tight td say that the measure has met with the approval of 
the Whole educated class. These gentlemen in commion with Mr. Malabari are well 
known for their extreme notioné of reformation and are hardly respected in the 
Hindu community fot their religious views. At the most, the reformers number 
about one ed thousand, and it would not be safe for Government to displease 
e N millions of people for the sake of these few. The Hindus pay utmost 
respect to their religion even at the risk of their lives, and if Government 


persisted in pa: the Bill, the prediction made b the ancient sages of a t 
revolution te Chace | in K liye would be te teal 2 85 


34 he oe 1 7 83), in its issue of the let Feb unites 
3 Mr. Justice Telang in 6 Times of 
Die Dre 
— eminent Pra distinct terms the opinion of the Honourable Mr. Justice 
or Mitra expressed in the Viceroy’s Council for the 
acceptance of Raghutandan ud 4 Aal duthoeity: bt 
matters. The Bombay High Court Judge even controverts the fact that 
the | Pandits revoguise Raghunatdan asa very great authority. So it had at 
gt rene to pam thet two eminent scholars, both rivaling each other in ancient 
ad modern learning, have found it impossible to ‘with each: other en a 
question of religion. What wonder is, then, to take Mr. Nulkar's words as plain 
truth that there can never be perfect unanimity amongst the ititerpreters of 
‘ancient Hindu philosophy? For ourselves we thank My. Telang for the sturn 
‘manliness with i He de ea dee 66 eee eee ‘of “thie 
British Government quite in the very nick of time. 


35. The Phentz (8). in its issue of the 3lst January, writes :-—Thoss who 
have not been carefully following the Bengal opposi- 
Some of the objections tion to the 1 Consent Bill can scarcely’ realise 
the A of how much of the opposition is manufactured or made 
bee ene pg ee . pposition, there can 
— fia recommended. be no doubt; N — 3 which the agita- 
tion is a 2 a — character: Many 
false issues have been raised, and people ve been — alarmed. The 
Bill as introduced is capable of some reasonable amendment, and this should be 
made, not merely in deference to the clamour of opposition, but to prevent 
oppression. The Bill provides for two amendments, (1) that the age of con- 
sent as between by beg and husband 15 he raised be ke N 122 between 
strangers, and (2 t proceedings against the husband sho e by summ 
although th the 4. , is the same. Under this Bill a husband havitip — 
intercourse with his wife before she is 12 years of age with or without her con- 
sent will be guilty of rape, whether there are any injuries or not, or whether 
there is any N or not. The law, it is recognised, cannot interfere with the 
ble age irls, The amendment now proposed is to the effect that 
a girl should — — owed to live in the same house with her husband before 
she is 12 years, * if living in the 2 house, they should not be allowed to 
sleep together. A girl may reach puberty before 12, and consummation of 
may follow 3 any e Aena. This ate if established, will con- 
vict the — of rape. Take another case. be over 12 years, 
although there may. be no document 3 is not 2 


n N 1 
1 
—. F the case is 


ill be quite sufficient. The opponents of the Bill may be 
such a , The ember and the Viceroy feel that the measure as 


cannot become dir | y Operative without very serious consequences, 
and an amendment in that direction will be quite in conformity with the de- 
clared policy of Government. „ oe q 

36. In a contributed article the Dnyduodaya.(12),in its issue of the 5th Febru- 
ary, writes: What is a perso 


* 
— 


nal injury to any soul is 
Comments on the pleaof an injury to society, for we are all members of one 
pat Sewer mother. . Since the spiritual vision of mankind as a 
| whole is very dull, there is almost no service which 
any man can do his fellow-man so valuable as to keep 
| i eee his own. spiritual eye bright and even to make its 
power keener. This is the service hich poets and prophets do to mankind. But 
when men lose respect for those fellow-men whom they see to be governed by 
N not by convictions of right, then they all are the poorer. This 
is undoubtedly the teaching of experience, and this is the philosophy of. human 
nature. Any boy would be a fool who cared mote for the laugh or sneer of a 
stranger or even of a playmate than the approval of his parents. A man is a 
fool who cares more for the present good opinion of an associate than for the 
approval of his conscience. Still more is a man most unwise who cares more for 
resent freedom from pat ay of his fellow-men: than for the. A of 
God. But this is exactly what he does who lets expediency turn him from 
doing what he believes to be right and true. We oould give many examples of 
this unwisdom. What led us to take up this subject now is the attitude of multi- 
tudes of officials in regard to many questions of moral reform. India is a great 
country and a conservative country; and that changes should be prudently proposed 
and pushed, we entirely grant. Nevertheless even prudent and conservative Indians 
feel, cannot help but feel, that a deep moral earnestness does not characterize 
the official world as a whole. In consequence, the Government has lost a con- 
siderable measure of respect and influence over the best part of the nation. 
And as expediency always works, this temporizing policy has brought only new 
_ difficulties to Government. The wild outcry to the Bill raising the age of con- 
sent to twelve years has been, we believe, encouraged by the apologetic tone of 
the Viceroy on the subject. 


Par III. — Aducation. 


87. The Subodh Patria (18), in its issue of the 1st Feb „refers to the 
: : speech of the Vice-Chancellor at the last Convocation of 
The question of abolishing the Bombay University in which he alluded to the pro- 
the Matriculation man posed abolition of the Matriculation Examination, and 
policy of Government. observes :—Seeing that the yearly increase in the number 
of candidates for this examination was undesirable and 
opposed. to their policy of discouraging higher education, Government have hit 
upon the plan of abolishing the examination—a plan which will ultimately lead 
to the abolition of Government colleges for want of students. Instead of 
removing the defects in the present course of instruction, which does not teach 
morality, self-respect and love for the country, it is much to be regretted that 
Government should think of abolishing the examination altogether. 
88. The Kateer-i-Hind (85), in its issue of the Ist February, observes :— 
8 The NI policy of 1 ys 3 
Diaappro proposed ment has led people to suppose that Government are 
5 4 ino meow trying to shelve their responsibilities: The proposal 


of some members of the India Council to make the 
appointments of Professors last for a period of five 


cers only has caused universal regret among the people. The Times of; indian 
male un ti L protest inst it, and: Bombay Government and the 
ple ought to follow suit. The proposal, if adopted, would debar good. English . 
séhiolars from coming out to India under such uncertain. prospects, and een, if, 
some came, ee et, ere to leave their work at a time when it might be 
mity i te sana pected that they would be useful. There would also be no unifor-. 
e standard of teachers; and if men of sound learning be not forth- 
„it will be necessary to draw upon men of. second-rate abilities, Who would. 
be um ‘inferior to some of the distinguished. Indian graduates. The Govern- 
ment Oolleges have, in their struggle for superiority with private Colleges, hitherto 
been able to hold their own on account of the, able Professors who have been 
here, and as soon as they retire and ae i 
Government serial must suffer heavily, 91104 


Parr IV. —Municipalitios, 


39. The Koieer-i-Hind (85), in its issue of the 1st February, writes: 
Referring to the article, headed, A Danger to Bombay 
‘Withdrawal ofa statement Municipal Government,” which appeared in our issue 
nade in = Previous issue of the 18th ultimo, we have every reason to believe, 
Harris exercising hiai Aduno from the information received, that His Excellency 
over the Bombay Municipal Lord Harris never entertained the idea attributed to 
A him, of exercising the slightest influence, as Governor, 
in the affairs of our Municipal Cor poration, We are 
glad to hear this for the sake of the preservation of the municipal independenca 
of the city. In fact, we observed at the time that the report Which had reached 
us, required verification, The information now received entirety’ removes any 
wrong impression which may have got abroad. 


40. The Bombay Samdchér (98), in its i issue of the and February, notices 

: the explanation published by Mr. Némjoshi in connec. 

Remarks in connection tion with certain charges preferred . him and 
— recent se aga the Poona Municipality in the recent Government 
Poona Municipality, ©. Resolution censuring that Corporation, and observes — 

that this explanation seems to completely. demolish 

the charges, and that it behoves Government to call upon the Collecter of 
Poona for an explanation on the subject,.and to publish the correspondence for 

the information of the public, who have suspended their judgment till they 

should hear what Government have to say in regard to the ex tions published 

by Mr. Gokhale and Mr. Némjoshi. [The Gerard jardti: (82) of the Ist, the ame 

Jamshed (107) of the 4th, and the Satyavakta 44 af the 6th February, 

express similar sentiments. | 


41. The Indu Prakdsh (14), in ite issue of the 2nd February, writes: 
The severe reproof administered by Government to the Municipality of Poona | 
was, it now appears, given without giving the Municipality, and the persons 
concerned, an opportunity of defend) themselves. This is indeed a, hard proceed- 
ing, if true. Two af the members, who were singled out for special censure in 
connection with the election cases, have publi ished ‘their exp anationa, which 
certainly seem to be satisfactary. The Munici ity, as a whole, iis alsa, we learn, 
in a fair position to answer the charges levell against it, There is thus ground | 
to think that the severe judgment passed against it will have ta he revised, 
It is to be regretted that ae officers of Government, in their eagerness to secure 
a conviction, — sn have shown such a flagrant disregard of the rudimentary 
— of a public enquiry. Let us hope Government will give the Municipality ee 

every facility to tae its character, and that the WAA ce | will ‘succeed. in | 
the end in coming scatheless qut of the ordeal. — 


42, The Kaiser-i-Hing (85), in its issue of the 1st February, writes ih, 
is pretty evident that the Government has published the Resolution regarding 
the Poona. . ity without to ascertain the exact facts. aya 

gentlemen, re to by names in olution, have alrea 
explanation and we now hear that ‘the Municipality i 
plaborate jin, It is clear that Sareea pent have po Ay most un 
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nieipalſty by 2 beara g that body an o nity ta 
repel the allega oe and jastity it 4 wan tha htforward 
and obvious courss which it o har dota . And it was further unfair; 
nay scandalous, to have ial a Resolution on the cmevsided 
statements atid information — 4. ector, for reasons best known to him- 
self, forwarded to Government: The procedure was altogether unfair, and the 
judgment must, after all, be pronounced as ex cathedra. It is a matter af 
rofound that the intense ae rm whieh the present administration 
conesived towards the Poona Municipality should bebe. led it into this error 
of policy. Government ought to be — and hear both sides. But here here 
it has goné altogether on one-sided information. What has Mr. Lee-Warner to 
say to this unfair attitude of his Government? Is it in accord with his famong 
four canons of criticism ? Who is responsible for it? Will he condescend te 
enlighten the public, so that an impartial judgment may be possible on the 
Bombay Castle Resolution ? 


43. The Shindji (64), in its issue of the 30th January, says that the 
explanation given by Rao Säheb Gokhale in the Hombaꝝ Gazette makes it plain 
that the iva brought by Government against the Poona Municipality, that 
they incurred extravagant expense in defending the suits filed against some of 
their members in the matter of election, is without foundation, and that the 
Resolution issued by Government against the Municipality was made in hot 
haste without due en ge His Excellency’ Lord Harris does not, adds the 
paper, seem to recognise ibility. The system of appointing Governors 
only for the limited per period Mot ive years seems to be intended to deprive officers 
of long standing in ** 5 of opportunities of carrying on intrigues, 
and to give the country the benefit of the generous tendencies of new Governors. 
If this view be correct, the course which Lord Harris has adopted is disap- 
pointing. There is yet time for His Excellency to take steps to get at the truth 
and to put an end to the present confusion, and we hope he will do so, 


44. The Kesari (40), in its issue of the 8rd February, is glad that Bde 
Séheb Nämjoshi and other Municipal Commissioners of Poona have been 
awakened and are trying to disprove the charges brought against them by Goy- 
ernment in a recent Resolution, and remarks :—Mr.. Namjoshi’s explanation 
elearly shows the futility of the charges brought against him. It is, however, 
to be regretted that an elderly, experienced and learned officer like Mr. East 
should, at the instigation of a busybody, have brought serious charges against 
the Poona Municipality on a superficial enquiry. 


45. In an article, headed, Unfairly and ground lessly condemned,” the 
Ge 1 Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the lst Febru 

the Poona Municipality 6 7 :—The times have changed. Formerly we ‘heard 
core conspiring against authorities; now authori. 
ties conspire against the peo Whether the ae conspire or the authorities, 
the course is dangerous 13 9 it more so when their own 
representatives conspire, than when the people do so, because the people can 
be put down with a strong hand, but 2575 on put down their representatives i in 
that . The conspiracy against the Poona Municipality is of a more dangerous 
t is the consp co, Be the representatives of Government self 
— It vill not be difficult to understand why this should be so. In 
this presidency, self-government was not given, but taken, and that, too, against 
the strong protest of the Civilian satraps, Mr. Robertson, who was then the 

king of the Central Division, in his letter No. 1518 of 1883, said that the ex 
ment was “altogether a dangerous one.” This was the o pt of many o his 
colleagues in the administration also. But the pressure pon’s Gov- 
ernment was very great, and the Government of Bombay gave way * the 
district officers had perforce to follow suit. Sir James Fergusson framed the 
Nr N into operation. 80 
long as the control of affairs was wi no appreciable complaints 
were made about the working of these Cotton ough indications were not 
wanting to show what would happen under a ruler with other views. These five 
we eee enen 

oon 18180 


hatch the irplans, and they are now ready. During these five years, on the other 
band, . Hotional ongress was making progress and developing the scheme of 
Legislative Council reform. This reform was very strongly pressed on the atten- 
tion of the authorities in England, and the success of Municipal Boards was called 
in evidence. This piece of evidence was almost conclusive, and we know that 
opinions are agreed to make these eRe | bodies the constituencies for 
ction to Legislative Councils. This was probably the last straw to make the 
district satraps lose their patience, and they thought the time had arrived when 
they should appear on the platform and begin to run down the work of. the 
elected people. The ways of discrediting this work are many, and each is 
followed more or less; but two of them appear to find greater favour than the 
rest. The first is that of putting in nominees who, not enjoying the confidence 
of the people, may be the apologists of the officials. The second is that of 
discrediting work done by stigmatising the same as slow, partial and even 
corrupt. Caste prejudices must, of course, come in. The work of .discredit- 
ing is generally done in demi-official letters, private and confidential reports, 
and by encouraging nominee Commissioners to throw, if they can, municipal 
work into disorder. In making these observations we refer to municipalities in 
general in this presidency, and we are prepared, as we progress, to cite specific 
instances. Nasik, Sätära, Kalyän, Lonävli, Belg:um, Ahmednagar and many 
other places have had their turn, and it is very unfortunate that Poona has. to 
pass through the same ordeal now. It is a very bold step indeed, and on the 
success or failure of this step will depend the fate of mofussil towns. The 
pret attempt at discrediting the municipal administration of the city is, so 
ar as is known to the public, the third of its kind, and it must be said, to the 
credit of Government and of the people of the city, that on both the previous 
occasions they intervened between the two parties to the cause, and satisfied the 
ends of public justice. The first attempt was made in 1885, but without success. 
The Municipality, the local press and the public — hard, and Government, 
having given a full hearing to both the sides, delivered its decision for the Muni- 
cipality. The second attempt was made in 1887, and it was an open secret that 
the hand was raised to strike, but it would not come down. The present is the 
third attempt. Qn the first, as also on the second, occasion the Municipality was 
allowed the right of self-defence, with the result that its opponents had to quit 
the ground. There are unmistakable indications that now,. too, Government 
would do justice and nothing but justice. Under these circumstances our first 
prayer is strike, but hear them. We make this prayer, because in the Resolution 
of January 6th—a Resolution that has created almost a panic—there is nothing 
whatever to show that the Municipality has been heard in its defence. Un- 
doubtedly the Municipality has a defence, and it will make it. If Government 
does not hear, the public will. We are no advocates of the Municipality, but we 
do claim to be the spokesmen of the wronged, and, as such, we try to place before 
the world what facts we have in our possession. ‘The charges against the 
Municipality made in the Resolution may be ~~ under three heads :—(a) 
Culpable neglect of rules; (ö) culpable neglect of ordinary financial precautions; 
and (o) serious waste of municipal funds. All the three charges are heavy enough 
and require refutation. But the first two may stand over for some time: the third 
cannot do so, and must be taken up first. It is a pity that the point of this whole 
charge is entirely misunderstood. When Réo Bahädur Joglekar complained of 
large sums of money being spent on compensation, he did not mean to insinuate that 
there was anything like culpable waste. What he really complained of. was 
that the General Committee had, according to existing practice, least knowledge 
about details. His contention was, however, misunderstood; and has now assumed 
serious aspect. Somebody must be held responsible for this misunderstanding, 
but of that we shall say by and by. Our duty, for the present, consists 
explaining what the battle between the square foot and thé rental is. It is the 
war that is at present waging between the I unicipality and its opponents. 
That part of the Resolution which treats of the compensation matter is the smoke 
arising from the guns of arguments fired on both the sides. This’ smoke has 
blinded the eyes of Government, and it is necessary to drive this smoke, in order 
to make the real issues clearly perceptible both to Government and the public. 
We shall try to do so, and we hope with success. The letter ‘of the ‘Colléctor 
and the Resolution of Government refer to three compensation cases, the first 


of which is thus stated: In ons case, the land medauring 675 square feet was 
purchased by the Managing Committee for widening a street al the rate’ of. Be: 6 
“per square foot, while tand more favowrably situated was obtained afew years 
ago at Re. 1-12-0.per:square foot. Moreover, after the agreement ia reepect 
& thie land was drawn up and the.amount of compensation finally. settled, the 
Managing Committee allowed the vendor to put up 1 steps amd other 
erections, with: the effect that the space left For widening the street 
was. reduced from 675 to 532. square feet, thus tuising thé price’ of the land 
actually occupied to Re. 7-8-0 per square foot. This is the piece of land added 
to the street in front of Moroba 's Vdda. The objections here are two, 
viz., that the rate of Rs. 6 per square foot is excessive as compared to the rate 
bf Rs. 1-12-0, and that the space left available for widening the street was reduced 
by 143 feet. We tried to find out this piece of ground more favourably situated 
and bought. at Rs. 1-12-00. But we have not found it. While in search of this, 
we, however, found another piece of land near about the one in dispute, which was 
also bought by the Municipality for street-widening. This is the pest of Mr. 
Joshi’s house in front of Karve’s. The rate at which this was bought, comes to 
Rs. 8 per square foot. It must be mentioned that this price, higher than 
the one now paid, was fixed by an independent panch. The second case in 
the Resolution is thus stated :—Jn the second case a verandah measuring 184 
square feet was purchased, in November 1889, at the rate of Re. 6 per square 
foot, or a total of Re. 1050. That this price was an exorbitant one is clearly 
shown by the fact reported by the Collector (Appendix E that the whole house 
(of two storeys, standing on 765 square feet of ground) was sold in November 
1588 for Rs. 1,900. This refers to a piece of land in Vetal Peth. Just opposite 
this corner and to the south-east is a piece of land bought by the Municipality 
measuring about 64 square feet. The compensation of this was awarded by the 
District Court. The rate of the compensation allowed by the Municipality for 
the land referred to by Government if measured by the square foot is a little 


above Rs. 5; the rate per foot as determined by the District Court of the place 


we refer to is RS. 9. The Government puts the third case as follows: — In the 
third case a small shop measuring 37 square feet was purchased by the Manag- 
ing Committee for Rs. 1,050 (Rs. 150 representing the cost of the building and 
Rs. 900 the cost of the site). This gives arate of Rs. 24 per square foot—a price 
which, as the Collector justly observes (Appendix FH,, is unheard of in Poona. 
_ This refers to a house in Moti Chowk. As in contrast with this may be quoted 
ax instance of land acquired in the same locality. This latter piece measured 
about 46 square feet, and the cost of this was Rs. 1,027, or at the rate of a little 
over Rs. 22. The parallels of cases 2 and 3 are instances of land purchased 
by the Municipality when it was under the direction of the Collector. Now, 
in regard to cases of compensation paid for pieces of land, it is no conclusive 
evidence either way to show that pieces of land near about were bought at a higher 
ora lower price. Such evidence is strong, but not conclusive. Instances of lands 
in important localities can be pointed to, in which adjoining pieces immensely 
differ in prices, because they differ so much in their rentals. There is also this 
fact to be kept in mind, viz., that large and small pieces of ground cannot be 
bought at a uniform square foot rate. To avoid these several difficulties the 
Municipality has in recent years been following the rule laid down by the Hon- 
ourable the High Court in the case of Carey vs. Banumia reported at page 34, 
Volume X of the Bombay High Court Reports. The Municipality in one 
of its representations has shown that they had given up the square-foot rate 
principle in favour of that laid down by the Honourable High Court, and 
the figures we have quoted show that the Municipality has not been a loser 
for that. fy 
46. In alluding to the proceedings of the adjourned General Meeting of 
the Surat Municipality held on the 3lst ultimo, the 
_A complaint against the Guard? Darpan (81), in its issue of the 5th February, 
Ma 3 3 = — observes Wee the question of the encroach- 
4 ee ot de matter. ment on a public road by Mr. Kélabhdi Lallubhii, 
, a Municipal Commissioner, in building his house came 
to be discussed, several Commissioners objected to Mr. Käläbhüi's addressing the 
meeting, as-it was not possible to divest him of the position of ‘applicant.’ 


allowed by the President, Dr. Dosétihdi 
President ought not to have done 
. — with this business 
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Pant V. Native States. 


J. ‘the Soadesh Bosdbo 128), in its issue of the 4th February, 1 
that ofte frequently occur at Cambay, and 


__ Frequent thefts committed the Special Political Agent to take 
| rn hag matter, re-engaging the services of prompt sop in th Man- 


sukhrim in place of Mr. T. G. Foard, Superintendent 
of Police, if necessary. 1 e | 


G. M. SATHE’, 
Reporter on the Native Presa, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
10th February 1891. 
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1 | The Pramed Smndhu . . Umrawati (Amrgoti). ] Weekly 
„! r 
„ Varhéd (herär) K hen, Do.. Dh. 


Mats ai. 


Arero-M RATHI ‘ 


The Shetakari eae „ eee ..e| Umrdwati (Amraoti).. Monthly 
„ Shuddta Varhadi... es „„ . Weekly 
„ Suryakänt ve 5 Ellichpur . Do. 


1. Referring to the Viceroy's declaration about the attitude which Govern- 
ment servants should bear towards the Indian National 
Government order regard · Congress, the Varhdd Samdchdr (3), in its issue of the 
ing hig gg age 2nd February, observes :—We shall now see how far 
Indian National Congress and this explanation of the orders will be attended with 
its practical effect in Berüir. desirable practical effects in Berar. The Akola Dis- 
trict seemed to have been singular in making a great 
fuss about the old circular. Mr. H. S. Nicholetts will do us the favour of 
studying the Viceroy’s es We do not intend to cast any slur upon him 
when we single him out. We have heard people talk well as well as ill when 
he persistently desired all his subordinates to act up to the orders honestly and 
to the very letter. His policy would have been more acceptable if he had seen 
how far his strict measures would attain the desired end. It was advisable 
for him to settle, by a reference to higher authorities, whether Deshmukhs, 
Deshpändes and others came within the definition of Government servants before 
he asked them to obey his orders. We are aware of many of his good qualities, 
though we are forced to say that they are not without some drawbacks. His 
ess often takes through enthusiasm and intolerance so high a pitch as 
to lean to the side of an agreeable weakness in his nature, and it is no indiscreet 
and inopportune praise to say that he is duly proud of his connection with this 
district. What we want from him at present is that he should so fashion his 
actions as to be in conformity with the concluding portion of the Viceroy’s reply 
—‘ All Government servants shall abstain from active participation in political 
or quasi-political movements of all kinds.“ 


2. The Vatdarbh (2), in its issue of the 3lst January, writes: — The 
„Age of Consent” Bill has met with opposition from 

The Age of Consent Bill prejudice and ignorance, which was to be expected. 
opposition raised againat it, It is only to be pitied that a few men of education, 
intelligence and culture are also carried away by their 

feelings into an attitude of hostility to a measure, the humanity and justice of 
which they will in their calmer moments admit. If it is permissible to venture 
into an enquiry into the causes of this attitude of our educated friends it will 
have to be stated that the manner in which the gentleman who has taken the 


con 1614 


9 


{ered Rist enen ener for Forging at ho ron ota per- 

has much to answer for. Forgetting that he was an outsider, he 

the question of social reform among the Hindus with that delicacy 

— — 22 which were essential to the . 2 of 
his efforts. He indulged in exaggerated statements and often unwarrant- 
able conclusions from them; and though he had good motives he assumed an 
aggressive attitude and used an offensive style which set up the backs of 
many who would otherwise have joined the part * of per 4 It is difficult 
at this n Mr. Malabari has done more harm than good. 
The reactionary spirit, in some quarters at least, is distinctly traceable to 
irritation at t his be olesale . But whatever this might be, we would 
entreat our — eg to remember that the wisdom or unwisdom of Mr. 
Malabari's ure, and the correctness or otherwise of his statements, ought ab- 
solutely to form a 1 2 in determining their attitude towards the cause of 
social reform. As persons vitall — in the welfare of their community 
the Hindus ought to deal with t roblem on its merits. The notes of Dr. 
Bhändärkar and the Honourable Mr. conclusively establish the hollowness 
of the “religious argument.“ We cannot conceive how any one acquainted 
with the actual facts of present Hindu society can have the hardihood to assert 
that gr spony of the Garbhddhdna ceremony will entail “loss of 
religion.“ village and you will find that while actual connection has 
taken 4 even mgr puberty (in itself a heinous sin according to orthodox 


authorities), the performance of the religious ceremony, the essential nature of 
which is now so pointedly asserted, is deferred for months and years. 


G. M. SA THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
| 10th February 189], 
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5 
Part I.— Politios and the Public Admintetration. 


1. The Mahrdtia (4), in its issue of the 8th February, writes: We 

4 a 3 thank the Viceroy for his manly and straight- 
3 2 forward letter to Mr. Hume and Mr. Mehta i 
gress. the Indian National Congress. Really it is character- 
istically British. The Government of India, we are 
glad to read, solemnly declares the Congress to be a legitimate movement, and 
comparesit tothe Advanced Liberal party in Europe. Every private person and 
every pensioner is free to join it. What the Government wants to do is simply to 
stand neutral, being neither hostile nor friendly. It is very assuring to behold 
that the circular of March 1890 had no particular reference to the Congress 
movement, and did not arise out of it. lo-Indian and other officials were 
naturally, to a certain extent, under a misapprehension as to the attitude of the 
Government towards this movement. Now their doubts will surely be removed 
by this explicit declaration by the highest authority in the land, that the 
Congress agitation is perfectly legitimate and perfectly constitutional. This 
is a very hopeful sign of the times, and, as Mr. Hume rightly observes, it will 
produce a marked ‘change in the attitude of Anglo-Indian officials, who are, 
above all, thorough gentlemen, towards the national movement. It may also 
lead one day to induce the Government to go a step further and recognise in the 
Congress one of its mighty co-operators for the general wealof India. The Vice- 
regal declaration is very auspicious, indeed, coming as it does from a Conservative 
Viceroy. The people all over the country ought to publicly thank their Gov- 
-ernor-General for such an outspoken and sympathetic pronouncement. By the 
bye, we cannot help thinking that the very moderate speeches of Messrs. Man- 
mohan Ghose and Pherozshah Mehta have had some share in inducing Govern- 
ment to concede this partial recognition to the Congress. 


2. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 12th February, finds fault 
with the appointment of Mr. C. W. Chitty, Barris- 
Disapproval of Mr. C. W. ter-at-Law, as Acting Chief Judge, Bombay Small 
3 B ae Causes Court, saying: There can be no question 
n that Réo Bahädur Mahdédev Govind Ränade, who 
has for years worked as a Small Cause Court Judge 
and is one of the oldest Advocates, is 1 better fitted than Mr. Chitty, 
to discharge the responsible duties of Chief Judge of the Bombay Small Causes 
Court, and his appointment would have met with universal approbation. Besides, 
Mr. Kharshedji, Third Judge of the Bombay Small Cause Court, is also a 
Barrister and has on a former occasion acted as Chief Judge. It is difficult to 
understand why he too has been overlooked. Why could not Rao Bahadur 
Ganpatrdéo Bhaskarji have been given a lift? The appointment of Mr. Chitty 
under these circumstances must, we think, tend to lower the dignity of the Chief 
Judgeship and lead to theimpression that Government patronage is very rarely 
distributed with discretion, and that the claims of Natives, however eminent 
they may be, are at times very lightly set aside. Fy Gujardti (82) and 
the Kaiser-i-Hind (85), in their issues of the 8th February express similar 
sentiments. | 7 


8. The Indu Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 9th February, charges 

. Mr. Lee- Warner, Secretary to the Bombay Government, 

re 2 A ay 22 with being ae in the matter of the correspondence 

3 between himand Mr, Pherozshah M. Mehta on the 

subject of the Fawcett Memorial Fund published in the Times of India, and 

hopes that similar precipitation is not shown by him in the discharge of his 
functions as Secretary to Government. 


4. The Hitechchhu (84) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of the 12th February, 
observes :— Mr. Lee-Warner is an able olficer who could do much good 

the Natives if he was so minded; but, unfortunately, he entertains erroneous 
notions about them like many of his compeers. His recent letter to the 
Times of India on the subject of the Fawcett Memorial Fund was probably 
intended to dissuade the people from We to the fund that might 
be started in memory of the late Mr. Charles ugh, M. P. Mr. Mehta, 

cow 1618-2 | : 
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8 him a satisfactory reply. Hasty conduct is inexcusable in such 
a high official as Mr. Lee-Warner and is likely to do harm to Government and 
to the people. The recent Government resolutions regarding the Native States 
of Por , Oambay, &c., and the municipalities of Poona ‘and some other 
cities were probably the result of hasty action on the part of Government 
officials. 5 

5. The Khdndesh 2 (44), in its issue of the 8th February, complains 

of two 


: Europeans having opened a sort of lo 
4 ab Salgnen. business at Jalgaon in ndesh whereby hund 
af persons have been defrauded, and asks whether Euro 


* 


peans are exempted from 


the penalty imposed by law for keeping a lottery house. 


Part II.— Legislation. 


6. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 8th February, writes: 
“a The issues involved in the controversy about the 
1 9 — of Consent Bill are simply these: (1) Has the British 
du im the matter. respo™ Government a right or not to legislate against crimea, 
| if these crimes are committed under the cloak of 
religion? (2) Has the British Government a right or not to protect minors from 
the wrong-doing of their guardians? These are the real questions to be decided. 
The case of the child-wife is stronger than the case of the slave. Slavery was a 
social evil. No physiologists and no doctors certified that slavery was a viola- 
tion of the physical law, just as they unanimously certify that consummation 
with a girl under twelve or fourteen years is a violation of such law. There were 
many slaves who said they were happy. There were even many who deprecated 
the relief which the Legislature intended for them. During the war 1 — 
the North and the South in America, the slave-owners could plead that the 
slaves were contented and did not desire any change. There is nothing sur- 
prising to us, therefore, in what Sir Steuart Bayley has written regarding the 
views of the female sex in Bengal. We do not know who was his informant. 
The sex, as a rule, is dumb; but if it is true that Bengali women enforce earl 
cohabitation, the fact proves that the evil has reached its acme. It has been 
indulged in to such an extent that the sufferers have come to regard it as a 
matter of course. The responsibility of the Government is all the greater for 
this fact. It should make a brighter future possible to the sex. It should not 
deny that protection to a married child which even the orthodox would extend 
to the unmarried. In Dr. Lyon's Text- Book of Medical Jurisprudence, which 
has been revised as to the legal matter by such an eminent lawyer as Mr. 
Inverarity, we are told that the English law of rape makes no distinction between 
married and unmarried girls. But even if it did, we here in India are differently 


circumstanced. As we have so often pointed out, it is only India that can boast 
of child-wives and child-mothers. | 


7. The Sudhdrak (19), in its issue of the 9th N writes: — The Goy- 
ernment of India has not hitherto allowed the Shästras to shelter, for any length 
of time, practices which an enlightened Government, regardful of the true 
interests of the subjects, is bound to regard as criminal. Even when the spread 
of Western education was far less in this country than what it now is, and when 
the hold of religious beliefs was, in consequence, a great deal stronger on the 
mind of the people, the British Government did not hesitate to fearlessly 
come forward as the champion of humanity and enlightenment and to put 
down with a strong hand religious crimes like Saté and Infanticide. ill 
that Government waver now in legislating against a monstrous practice which 
is steadily and surely undermining the strength and the energy of the nation, at 
a time when hardly one man in a hundred thousand knows what the real 
injunctions of the Shästras are, and hardly one in a million strictly conforms to 
those injunctions? It is all very well to say that reform must come from 
within and should not be thrust on a community from without. What, as 
Professor Selby asks, if there be no desire in the community to reform? Is the 
Government to stand by with folded arms and tolerate the perpetration of bar- 
barities, waiting for a time, which may never come, when the benumbed sense 
' the victime-would be, of ite own accord, sufficiently roused to revolt ‘against tho 


— 


* 


barharities?. If the Government were to act on doctrines such as then, 
might as well abdicate its trust; for the only justification for the presence. 


: in India is their htened and fearless endeavours for the welfare 
ant elevation of the people of this land Pace . 


8. The Din Bandhu 10), in ita eng of the dm February, writes -—The 

British ‘oh 1 indu religion is in danger, say these patriots and 

Hinds 2 defenders of their ancestral faith. 7 — amend 
ich 


ee | ment of the Penal Code for the protection of girls of 
tender age is represented asa violation of Hindu scriptural injunctions, w * 
bring down upon the people the wrath of Heaven. One has no . e 
listen to these expressions of false piety from men who, where their own interests 
are involved, are daily breaking the most sacred exhortations of the Rishis with- 
out the least fear of descending to the nether regions. We hear of a monster 
meeting to be held to-day at Madhav Bag here. We would ask the promoters, 
after they have amply protested against Sir A. Scoble’s Bill, to petition the 
Viceroy to amend the Penal Code rather in the direction indicated in the follow- 
ing commands of Manu. For, who knows, the absence from the Penal Code of 
these provisions for maintaining the supremacy of the priestly classes may be 
the cause of Heaven’s wrath and of the ag wh poverty the Government 
of India should be guided by the Shdstras, those who say so cannot consistently 
refrain from urging that the following, along with many other similar beneficent 
mandates, should be embodied in the penal and civil codes of this country. 
Here are the injunctions of Manu: (1) “The Shudra who shall with any member 
of his body strike the person of one of superior caste shall have that member 
cut off.” (2) “If the Shudra should raise his hand to strike one of asuperior 
caste, his hand shall be cut off; if in danger he shall strike with his foot, it shall 
be cut off.“ (3) “If a Shudra desires to sit on the same seat with one of 
on caste, he shall be branded in the loins and expelled the country.” (4) 
“Tf a Shudra amass wealth, the Brdhman shall unshrinkingly seize the whole 
of it; for the Shudra has no right to wealth: whatever he accumulates 
belongs to his lord.” (5) “If the Shudra be skilful, still he shall not lay by 
riches; for if a Shudra have riches, the Brahman will be annoyed.” (6) “ Acts 
that are sinful in a Brahman are not so in the case of a Shudra, and he requires 
no purification ; for the rights of religion are not his and consequently he does 
not suffer from the loss of them.” (7) If. a low-caste man attempt to instruct 
a superior in virtue, boiling ghee shall be poured down his throat.“ 


9. The Dnydnodayd (12), in its issue of the 12th February, writes :—The 
principle of religious neutrality for Government isa good one; but this does 
not mean that Government can let crimes go unpunished because they are com- 
mitted in the name of religion. This is not neutrality, but indifference to the 
rights of the oppressed. Neutrality means that no one shall be forced by Gov- 
ernment to do what he considers wrong. It does not mean that the cloak of reli- 

ion can shield a man from punishment because he has put it on when doing an 
injury to another. The English Government has always erred on the side of 
yielding too much to those popular errors that have the sanction of the Hindu 
religion, but there is a limit to such yielding. Justice, mercy and humanity 
must rule the land, even though the Shästras in some of their teachings con- 
flict with them. The Hindu Shastras show a — intended for the strong. 
They take the side of the mighty against the weak. The daughter, the sister, 
the mother, the widow, have scant blessings meted out to them when man’s 
prejudice comes in the way. What Shastra ever thought of burning men when 
their wives died? What Shastra teaches the keeping of the sons in ignorance 
and teaching the daughters? The English Government cannot therefore be 
guided by the maxims of the Shdstras when they would prevent the punishment 
of the strong for oppressing or injuring the weak. t the kee 
silence, and let justice and mercy and an enlightened conscience dictate what 
shall be the laws of India for the welfare of its millions | 


10. While writing against the Age of Consent Bill, the Native Opinion 
Aaah’ 16), in ** of the 8th Feb: makes the 


, Adverse remake ca the following observations :—The argument from previous 
F iia Lagidlaare withthe nde 


uced ents when Burmah and 

| he British Government. 
tionists make use of it for the annexation of Indore, Baroda, Gwalior, &. ? 
We object to the present Bill for this very reason. As the reformers adduce 
instances of past interference in support of the present Bill, so they will 
adduce this as an ent for the prohibition of marriages till the age of 14 
or 16 hereafter. erwise, we do not care much for the present Bill. Profes- 
sor Selby censures those who oppose the Bill on the score of religious interference 
for what he calls dishonesty. But he forgets that it was Dr. Bhändürkar 
and the Honourable Mr. Justice Telang who first started this controversy and 
deserve his censure. The present controversy has been embittered by one mis- 
understanding, and it is this. The legislationists insinuate that those who are 
opposed to the Bill are of opinion that intercourse with a woman before pu 
is a desirable thing ; but insinuation is unfair. The opponents of the Bi 
are entirely against such intercourse and would be very glad if a law were 
to prohibit such intercourse, as it would, instead of opposing the Hindu religion, 
confirm its injunctions. But the present Bill aims at nothing like it and is only 
a makeshift. Instead of being useful to bring to book persons guilty of prema- 
ture intercourse, the Bill will only make persons having intercourse with irls 
showing signs of puberty before the age of 12 years liable to severe punishment. 
It is this injustice that we clamour against. The charge of inhumanity brought 
against the Hindu religion is entirely unmeaning. This religion is more i. 
cularly opposed to premature intercourse than Christianity is; neither our religion 
nor our custom is inhuman. The charge ought rather to be brought against the 
Bill under discussion. If in ninety-five cases out of a hundred puberty is not 
reached before the age of thirteen or fourteen years as statistics prove, and if the 
present Bill, unlike the Hindu religion, indirectly permits cohabitation after twelve 
years, which is inhuman, the Hindu law or the Government Bill? In short, we 
see no wisdom in fixing the limit of twelve years instead of the attainment of 

uberty as the proper age of consent. The Bill, as it is, is simply injurious and 
fikel to needlessly hurt the feelings of the people. [Ihe Kesar4 (43), in its issue 
of the 10th idem, expresses almost the same sentiments. } 


11. The Jagadhitechchhu (15), in its issue of the 7th February, says that no 
Hindu can bring himself to believe that in putting forward the Age of Consent 
Bill Government are actuated by a desire to afford protection to young girls, 
when Government have turned a deaf ear to the piteous entreaties of the 
people to, mitigate the hardships inflicted by the harsh rules relating to the con- 
servancy of forests, the duty on salt and the Arms Act. In advocating the 

ing of the Bill into law, Europeans of all grades and positions from the 

overnor-General to the engine-driver seem to entertain the sinister object to 
reduce the Hindus to the condition of their slaves by upsetting their religion 
and corrupting their social usages, and ultimately to make them adopt Engli 
manners and customs and the Christian religion. After the present Bill which 
poses to raise the age of consent to twelve years is passed, this limit is sure to 
2 still more hereafter. The Bill is likely to serve as a good handle 
to evil-minded persons to bring into trouble many simple and honest men and 
women, and it is the duty of every orthodox Hindu to bring about the defeat of 
the Bill by taking effectual steps against it as early as possible. 


12. The Hindu Punch (84), in its issue of the 12th February, publishes an 
imaginary dialogue between an old woman and a young girl, in which the former 
tries to induce the latter to complain to a Magistrate about premature intercourse 
having been had with her by her husband and to pray for protection, in order that 
the hands of the reformers who are in favour of the Age of Consent Bill may be 
atrengthened, and the girl curses the old woman, the reformers and the Bill alike 
for their echeme to deprive married girls of the protection of their husbands and 

them under that of the reformers and the law, with the intention to increase the 


. 
: : 


attendance at the Shérada Sadan institution started by Pandita Ramäbäl at 
N ont to micioad yous siete toe te goth of vishes 


18. The Prabhdkar (17), in its issue of the 10th February, refer to 


that hag * gp 


current 

Mee dae nee 
to the or r 

persons who are against the 4 Consent Bill 
at asia the ge of Com a none of the political prayed doe by 

and asks whether it * — that 
Congress should be defeated in its aims than that the people should yield 
threats of withholding political rights from persons who do not send their women 
to dance at balls or do not embrace Christianity. 


14. The Védrtdhar (20), in its issue of the 8th February, says The 


‘ nourable Mr. John Nugent is a representative of 


Request to the H ble 
Me I Me * ** the Bombay Presidency at the Supreme Legislative 


: Bill. Council, and by his natural shrewdness, love of truth 
oe am and vast experience of the social and religious 


of the people of this part of the country he is eminently fitted to e 


8 


usage 
nlighten the 
Supreme Council on the manner in ‘which the Age of Consent Bill is likely 
to be received hat us. Itis therefore to be hoped that he will explain to the 
Council the Alus dissimilarity which exists between the opinions of the 
reformers and those of the general Hindu public in this presidency. 


15. The Kdside ae (110), in its issue of the 11th February, while 
1 roving the Age of Consent Bill and ad vocat- 
ee — 6 t social re should proceed from within, 
80 | be» hee that the draft memorial Sir Andrew 
Scoble’s Bill to be sent by the Anjumäne Väyäs Islam of Bombay has been 
pre to an able barrister for his opinion, and that it is similar to the one 
pry saw fod the Hindu protesters against the Bill at the Mädhav Bag meeting 
unday las 


186. A correspondent of the vue ardti (82), in its issue of the 8th February, 
says that there are some grave defects in the Age of 
0 . ee oe 8 Bill which should be removed before it is 
passed into law, and makes the followi 
tions —0 There is no objection to fix the age of consent at twelve, provided 
consummation of marriage is permitted at attainment of puberty at any time 
earlier than the fixed limit. (2) An offence against the above provision should 
be punished with simple imprisonment for three months or a fine of about one 
thousand — or both. (8) The offender should be tried in a Sessions Court 
with as ury composed of his castemen, whose decision may be considered 
final, Rovers other newspapers of the week make similar suggestions and 
disapprove of the Bill as it stands.| 


17. The Bhdrat Bardia (141) and a — of it, in its issue ef the 

6th February, observe that the Age of Oonsent Bill 

2 Consent n gon: proposes inadvisable interference with the Hindu 

religion, that if the measure is passed into a law it 

would be an instrament for invading and exposing the sacred precincts of Hindu 

household life, and that more than three-fourths of the Hindu population con- 

demn and oppose the measure, which, it is recommended, should be withdrawn 

and the reform. desired by the Government should be left to be introduced by 
the Hindus themselves without any extraneous goading. 


18. The Native Ce (16), in its issue of the 12th February, writes :— 
At a mee of the Välmik Käyasth community 

cise pears) of tbe Ane of held last 8 at Bombay it was declared that the 
Conseat Bill Valmik Age of Consent Bill NN interferes with the social 


Kiyeath community of Boa and religious beliefs of and that condemning 
W. eee rth the o 
was signed by those 


warded meres ears 1 dart Lore. 
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yt he 


chairman of the 


10 


. e the 8th February, writes: Tester- 
ot the Wees! Sen the follwing real pl on Ba — 
—e others.:—(1) That the Garbhédhdna ceremony must 
be performed immediately after the first sign of 

erty according to Ashvaldyana and other authorities. (2) That in cases 
where the sign appeared before twelve years, the present Bill, if 
passed into come in the way of the performance of a practice 


20. The same newspaper arrives at the following conclusions on the subject 
of the Shastric aspect of the Age of Consent Bill :— 
Alleged misinterpretation (1) That Dr. Bhändärkar has misinterpreted Manu 
of the 3 m don IX, 89, and Medhätithi thereon; Baudhdyana IV, 1, 
nection Age of Con- 17 1 Go ° 212 
sent Bill. : yaparishista 17, 18, 19; and above 
5 all the Ashvalayana-grilyaparishista, which enjoins the 
Garbhddhdua ceremony to be performed on the first attainment of puberty. (2) 
That his charge against the Hindu divines, of laying down a rule without a 
text to support it, is groundless. The Ashvaläyana-grihyasutra, properly under- 
stood, and the Ashvala Smriti, fully support the views of these writers. (3) 
Thus viewed the Garbhddhdna ceremony must be performed on the first course ; 
and that intercourse on puberty days is WI oo the birth of a. son 
according to the unanimous opinion of all. (4) That though marriages after 
puberty may be allowed in certain exceptional cases and that non-intercourse 
on puberty-days is at times excusable, yet these very exceptions prove the rule 
and do not junit us in holding that the Bill, if passed, will cause no inter- 
ference with our Shdstras. (5) That this has been our Shästras and custom for 
over * whatever the medical writers might hold. (6) That the dis- 
tinction een bam and nitya duties ean never justify Government in- 
terference, for the simple reason that it leads to such absurd conclusions as 
interference with marriage-laws, idol-worship, and 80 on. ) 


21. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 8th February, writes :— 
77d We have more than once said that unless both the 
. Sotee_ upon puberty as tbo proper age of consent 
9 there is no way out of the difficulty. In this arrange- 
ment we obtain in the majority of cases two years at a stretch for the 
hysical and even intellectual development of married and unmarried Fun f 
dul it is impossible to know why those who are in favour of the Bill ould 
stick to twelve years as the one and only limit of age that would give them 
the sort of social relief they so persistently seek. Under the circumstances 
petitions and memorials are the order of the day, and controversy on the 
religious side of the question is now n almost the white heat. 
The last issue of the Poona Shivdjé to hand lifts up the veil over the local Vakils’ 
meeting in this connection, and gives us some idea of the way in which memorials 
may be got up. The first memorial ted at the Vakils’ meeting has the 
ap nce, says that pm, of the general approval and sanction of the whole 
body of the Poona Vakils, but it now appears that the first memorial was ap- 
proved of by only eleven members of that body. Soe pean signed by some 
twenty-eight other Vakils and published in the Shivdyé will clearly show that the 
majority of Poona Vakils is not in favour of the Age of Consent Bill. These 
tactics are quite meaningless, and ought never to be resorted to by either party. 


22. The Dnydn Prakdsh (18), in its issue of the 9th February, writes: 

It will be seen from the summary of the views 

well knrwathyeicaleceditien expressed by the District and the Divisional Officers 
2 2— in the Bengal Presidency that they may be reg 

as advocating the fixing of the age of consent for the 

purpoee of consummation of marriage, not by any arbitrary age-limit as the 

one pro by the pm, tes by the natural limit indicated by the attainment 


of a certain physical condition. Suvh a provision would remove all the objections 
to proposed measure on the ground f it interfering with reli; usages. 


We cannot, however, conceal from ourselves the extreme probe 


11 


— A ene tadlenmns ahowe remaining a 
statute-book. 2 — 4 * ro | 
— ve, aS may prove : 
ve influence on 1 — tions Of the Tadiat peo Be that as it 
, we we weine to think it the Government of I bound 
any, we at natural limit in preference to the atbi 


present more so becuuse the suggested natural a | : 
confer the views expressed by the professional | nthe Public : 
Health of Caleutte and — Medical Officer's 


The 8 natural limit would, moreover, give legal — to a larger 
number of Native girls than the age limit now proposed. 


23. The Mahrdéta (4), in its issue of the 8th February, writes: We learn 

| that the Age of Consent Bill was referred to members 
ar 8 1 re of the Poona bar for opinion and that a few members 
pleaders of Podna upon it, have expressed their approval of it. It is a matter of. 
Surprise that those who were asked to give their 

opinion did not call a general meeting of all the pleaders. However, some 
of those who had no op portunity of expressing their opinions given them, 
have published under their own signatures a letter in one of our vernacular 
contemporaries protesting against the manner in which about 11 28 
only took upon themselves the responsibility of expressing approval of 
on behalf of all the pleaders. The signatures to this letter are 28 in number. 
We are sorry we cannot insert all their names here for want of space. We, 
however, suggest that these gentlemen should send their letter to the District 


Judge and a copy of it to the Bombay Governnient and to the honourable mover 
of the Bill. 


24. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 12th February, congra- 
1 the Hindu community on the meeting of a 
ok — nie meeting large number of Hindus held at Madhav Bag, Boubey, 
the Age 1 — 7 as on the Sth instant to protest against Sir Andrew 
Sooble’ s Age of Consent Bill, and says that the gentle- 
men who successfully worked hard to convene this large meeting deserve great 
credit for their patriotic efforts to enlighten Government as to the sense of the 
general public on the Bill. The proposed legislative measure, the paper believes, 
was introduced into the Council r e the Viceroy simply because he could not 
stand the pressure brought to vet on him by the Secretary of State for India at 
the instigation of a handful of reformers, but now that a very strong protest 
has been adopted by a large number of Hindus of all sects and castes, who though 
patient, loyal aud meek in other respects are very scrupulous about religious 
matters, Government will, 15 is hoped, think twice before passing into law a Bill like 
the present, which is not only useless but productive of much discontent. In con- 
ian the paper recomm the Mahomedans to make common cause with the 
Hindus in against the Bill as it affects all sections of the Indian public 
alike, and — 1 to the uncertainty of religion being let alone, 
if once the princi ‘le of legislating according to the legislators’ convictions recom- 
mended by Mr. Justice Telang is recognized and acte Aar nde [The Kesaré (43), 
in its issue of the 10th idem, also thinks that the Madhav Bag meeting was a 
great triumph of those who protest against the Bill over its supporters. | 


25, The Indu Prakdeh (14), in its issue of the 9th February, writes :— 
Ths e Mia “ae 2 n 8 22 our — — a and 
eir insane shee owers have eir game 
r en, Bombay consider: after all. A meeting, that was from the first advertized 
| as “a monster meeting,“ was held last evening at 
Madhav Bég, the usual ples of demonstrative Hinduism. The meeting was 
confined to those who agreed with the requisitionists in the view that 

the Bill was an interference with . and was thus 8 
iz ; berately excluded all disous- 
7 ge or oa The whole business 


to end. In the list of the 
* en eg 


* 
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list of the leaders of the Hindu community there are some, we are 
hardly yet emerged from the school-room. The bulk of the “ monster 
was composed of Bhätias, to whom a word from 

was enough to bring them in thousands. 
men, but are not particularly discriminati 
headmen themselves have shown pregiou 


5 
1 


ti 
Fell 


HE 


e good s 10 

freely resorted to. The fears of 
the ignorant were worked upon with threats of police oppression, and with 
making marriage itself illegal below twelve. Both at private houses and at the 
place of the meeting this 3 was freely going on for the 
of obtaining signatures. In the meeting itself there was not 4 little of the 
playing to the gallery and distortion of facts. There was such a tumult and 
noise that persons within a few yards of the chairman and other speakers were 
absolutely unable to hear anything, and an orthodox friend assures us that he 
was by no means the wiser for going to the meeting. It was in fact a show, a 
noisy farce, in which certain proceedings previously concocted were re-enacted 
in the view of an ignorant crowd. A memorial was adopted, which, considering 
that there was to be no discussion at the meeting, might have been more easily 
done by getting the signatures from door to door, There would probably be a 
multitude of signatures going up, but in weighing them Government will do 
well to bear in mind the circumstances under which they were obtained. The 
meeting only serves to proclaim the folly of our community that it wants to 
brand itself as a most sensual ay e in the name of religion, and that it seeks 
to protect that religion under the leadership of men who are every day of their 
life breaking its most solemn commandments, 


26. In noticing the proceedings of the meeting at Madhav Bag, which was held 
for the purpose of adopting a memorial to the Government of India against the Age 
of Consent Bill, on the alleged ground that raising the age of consent would inter- 
fere with the time-honoured customs and religion of the Hindus, the Bombay 
Samdchdr (93), in its issue of the 10th February, says :—So far as number was 
concerned the meeting was successful, but the proceedings held at it were very 
defective. No attempt whatever was made to hold a discussion on the important. 
question so as to acquaint the assembled people with the 12 for and * 
raising the age; nor, considering the meeting to be of such persons only as 
objected to the measure, were any grounds advanced in ween of the opposi - 
tion. All that could be gathered from the meeting was that the feeling of the 
assembled people was against the Bill. 


27. In writing an the same subject, the Jdme Jamehed (107), in its issue 
of the same date, says ;-—Like other opponents of the Bill the meeting gould not 
show that there was anything wrong in the measure, which is admitted by all 
parties to represent the good intentions of Government, and everybody concedes 
that the age of t should be raised as much as possible in the interests of 
humanity. Three main objections have been taken against the Bill, namel (2) 
that it interferes with Hindu relig t if the Bill be allowed 


Näna Moroji, the president of the meeting, who 
twenty- 
fears on 


— jection in the fa 
advantages of early consummation and needs 
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28. The Indian Spectator (, in its issue of the 8th phe writes :— 
There is one suggestion which we should like to make 
A suggestion to Govern- to the Government. Ever since the Ilbert Bill agita- 
man, in gane, dne tion, our people have come to believe that there is 
yee of Consent Bil. some magic in public meetings and public demonstra- 
| Ai tions ; and when, therefore, they cannot get up real 
public meetings and demonstrations, they magnify their little make-believes and 
send spicy telegrams to the newspapers. There are few publicists who are not 
aware that this trick is often resorted to. We therefore ask Government to 
notify that, in future, no representation will be attended to unless the names and 
callings of the persons attending such meetings and demonstrations are certified. 
The hollowness of several so-called public movements will then become appa- 
rent. We are led to make this suggestion by what we find is now 
place in some parts of Bengal. A meeting was recently called by Calcutta anti- 
reformers in Sabba Bazar, and it has been given out that from two to three 
thousand people attended it. A correspondent, however, writes to the Daily 
News as follows: It is reported that from two to three thousand people were 
there. Is the reporter aware of the capacity of that quadrangle where the 
meeting was held? There were only 400 chairs, and the people who were 
standing all round would, at the highest, not exceed one hundred.“ Now whom 
is the Government to believe? How is it to know to what classes the two or 
three thousand or the four hundred people belonged ? 


Part III.— Education. 


29. The Mahrdtia (4), in its issue of the 8th February, writes: — The 
Times of India a few days ago hinted that the India 
Proposed change in the Office were contemplating a radical change in the 
system of recruiting Profes- method by which professorial service in India is at 
sors for Government colleges ; ' ' : 
disapproved. present recruited. It is believed that they want to 
give up the present system of full service and intro- 
duce what may be called the short-service system. The evils of that system in 
the army organization of India have become sufficiently plain both from the 
point of efficiency and economy, and we do not know whether the evils. in the 
educational system attendant thereon will not be infinitely worse. Even at pre- 
sent, with all the prospects of promotion and pension, it is daily becoming more 
and more difficult to find proper men for proper places, except it be in the 
Sanskrit department, as the I imes facetiously remarks, Do the India Office autho- 
rities seriously think that that evil will be minimised by making that service 
still less attractive? The five-year Professor will 28 act as a mere 
mercenary, even granting that he is a competent one. He will always be look- 
ing back to his country and will necessarily look upon himself as a mere bird 
of passage. Of responsibility he will feel next to nothing. And what about 
the great advantages that students derive from the moral influence of a Pro- 
fessor of long standing and of lengthy, meritorious and honest service, which 
were lately dwelt upon by His Excellency Lord Harris at the departure of Dr. 
Wordsworth? The people as well as the authorities ought to lose no time in 
protestin inst such a stupid and ruinous change with all their might and 
main The ndia Office might certainly afford to be less mischievous in its acts 
of interference, if not more aa 9 in those of initiation. 


80, The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 12th February, writes :— 

We have been all along aware of the complaints that 

1 abolition of the have been rife for some time past on the score of 

n Examination . ares a 

disapproved. : the inability of the students entering the colleges 

after satisfying the Matriculation test to follow the 

lectures delivered there; but we never.thought that the cavillers would in such 

a short time go so far as to advocate the ‘abolition of the examination altogether. 

On the contrary, the establishment of a separate examination for q tion 

for the public service gave grounds for the belief that the examination in ques- 

tion be altered in such a way n Ki. preparing 

candidates for higher culture in our colleges. But now this is — to 

have been mistaken, for the test is proposed to be done away with altogether 
don 1518-4 
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and the function of admission into the colleges is to be solely left to the college 
staff. Now, we say, this is a most undesirable provision. We are not desirous 
of questioning the allegations of the Professors, although there may be another 
side to the Some outspoken critic may ask, has not the quality of the 
teaching of the Professors deteriorated? Have we got real Professors full 
uainted with the art of instilling knowledge into the minds of the pupils, and, 
| for granted that the quality of the students has degenerated, has not that 
of the teachers gone the same way? Then, why condemn the students alone? 
We are not going to enter into this unpleasant discussion, although we think 
that this view is not groundless. t we urge is that the abolition of 
the examination and giving the power of admission into colleges to their 
Professors will be mischievous in the end. We think that higher education, 
looking to the attitude of Government towards it, will be in danger; for, 
having such an arbitrary power in its hands, what is there to prevent it 
from seeing that very few students are admitted into its colleges? The standard 
of admission will also vary in different colleges and the whole affair will be full 
of uncertainty. There will moreover be considerable room for jobbery and 
favouritism, and this will particularly be so in the case of rival private colleges. 
The plea that similar procedure obtains in Oxford and Cambridge is not conclusive 
in this country where circumstances are different. Our Universities have been, 
besides, modelled after the one in London where there is an entrance examina- 
tion. There is a similar test yet in Calcutta, Madras and Allahabad. So we 
are of opinion that the proposed change will be a revolutionary one and unsuited 
to the circumstances of the country. While we say this much, let it not be 
understood that we are for the retention of the examination in its present form. 
We go so far as to say that if it is found wanting for the purposes of collegiate 
education, let it be reformed so as to make it answer its original object, but let 
it not be abolished altogether. By all means make the changes that may seem 
advisable. The standard has been often changed formerly and it may be 
changed once more. But what we hold is that instead of leaving it to the 
college staff to admit students, let the University retain the key in its own 


hands as a body independent of all colleges. Let it alone provide a pass which 
it will not be in the power of anybody to question, no matter what value it sets 
upon it. 


31. The Mabrdtta (4) in its issue of the 8th February, writes :—The 


_ Vice-Chancellor’s speech at the last Convocation was 
— aos expository rather than didactical. It foreshadowed 
Ezamination recommended, several changes, some of which might be welcomed 
with satisfaction, while others seem to be of doubtful 
utility. For instance, Government will not he acting a day too soon in setting 
its Law School on a satisfactory basis. It is a grave scandal that, while every 
other branch of learning is adequately provided, the one branch which has to do 
most with the manufacturing of those on whom the security of life and 
of the people mainly depends, is left almost in a state of chaos. Mr. Justice 
Birdwood did well in emphasizing the urgency and importance, of such a 
reform. He next referred to the probable abolition of the Matriculation — 
Examination by the University and the delegation of that work to the several 
colleges concerned. No doubt, for several reasons the present test is unsatisfac- 
tory, not the least of which is the defective machinery employed to conduct the 
examination. We doubt the wisdom, in the first place, of practically doing 
away with a question on paraphrase by making it optional. That evil, however, 
is much more Bo by taking it for granted that all the examiners in 
English,—generally all Europeans,—are competent to examine translations into 
English from any language in the world. The test, consequently, as far as 
English is concerned, became very faulty, at least of a doubtful character. To 
add to this, there is no uniformity of test. We think much ground for com- 
2 would be removed b apy bay defects of machinery, if possible. 
t we doubt whether the leaving of the task to the various colleges would be 
an improvement upon the present system. It will be, no doubt, very convenient 
to the — authorities, but to the candidates themselves and to the various 
schools that a pose up, it will be anything but a bed of roses. That want 
of uniformity — against which so many complaints have been justly 


— . 
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raised will be aggravated by leaving it.to the sweet will of the heads of th 
various colleges to apply any test they like from year to year. The students as 
well as the teachers will be at sea to know what to learn and teach, and what to 
avoid ; the various colleges will naturally apply various tests, the wants of the 
Medical College, for instance, being al er different from those of the Engi- 
neering College. How to satisfy the various demands of these various eolleges will 
prove almost a 9 problem for the responsible heads of secondary insti- 
tutions to solve. There is another difficulty. What provision can be made, we 
ask, for those candidates who wish to pass. the Matriculation simply to be per- 
mitted to appear for the pleaders’ examination? For these and many other 
reasons the University authorities, we trust, will think well before going 
in for such a wholesale change. Let them take care that they do not thereby 
add to the difficulties of the students and thus check ultimately that spread 
of education on which the Vice-Chancellor dwelt with so much apparent satis- 
faction and pride, and which is so essential from many points of view. An- 
other change which the speech foreshadowed was with regard to the possible 
increase of fees for permission to appear at various examinations, with a view to 
enable the University to stand upon its own legs financially. The object, 
no doubt, is a very laudable one, but we doubt whether the means sought to 
employ are equally wise and safe. The rates of fees already are sufficiently 
high, taking the pecuniary ability of the majority of candidates into considera- 
tion. The authorities cannot too often be remjnded that, unfortunately for their 
exchequer, the majority of the candidates come of comparatively poor parents. 
If the financial position is therefore sought to be improved, they must look 
in other directions than this. Private benefactions may here find a very 
legitimate object, and, frankly speaking, we do not see any great objection to the 
local Government continuing its assistance for an indefinite period. Much 
saving might also be effected by restoring the rule of not admitting a candi- 
date to the Matriculation or the School Final Examination unless he produces 
a. certificate of fitness from the head of some recognised institution. 3 
to the extremely small proportion in which private candidates generally pass, it is 
a mere waste of money, both to the University and the ignorant and poor parents 
of the raw candidates, to allow them to a simply to satisfy their curiosity 
as to what an examination looks like. We do not know why this obnoxious 
departure is not yet departed from, unless it be that the wheels of the University 
move too slowly. 


Part IV.—Railwaps. 


32. In alluding to the serious accident that occurred on the 5th instant 

n at the level crossing near the Mahälakshmi Station, 

tho rale of overbridges at Bombay, of the B. B. &. C. I. Railway, the Gujardté 

in Bombay pointed out. (88), in its issue of the 8th February, reminds Govern- 

ment to compel this and the G. I. P. Railway Com- 

ny to construct overbridges at the several level crossings of their respective 

ines in the city, particularly near the Churney Road and Marine Lines Stations, 

where, on some Hindu holidays, traffic becomes unusually large, vausing great 
fear of serious accidents occurring on these occasions, 


Part V.—Municipaliites. 


88. In noticing the reply received by the Municipal Corporation of Bom- 
bay from His Excellency the Viceroy, refusing interview 
His Excellency the Vice- with the proposed deputation for expounding reasons 


e reply to the Municipal why the repayment of the Tansa loan should be 
tie i ae ia jean over 1 period of sixty 778 the Bombay Sa- 
deputation in connection with - mdchdr (98), in its issue of the 11th February, says: —. 
the Tansa loan, approved. The reply shows that the reasons which induced the 

Corporation to ask permission fora deputation were 
not sufficiently , and that His Excellency thought that an interview would 
be a simple waste of his valuable time. Lord Lansdowne has been, however, 
courteous enough to inform the Corporation that any further representations 
which may be forwarded through the usual channels will receive full considera- 


tion, and this consolatory intimation also means that the reasons hitherto 
vanced for altering the decision of the Government of India on the subject 
have not been sound enough to induce His Excellency to do so. The Viceregal 
reply is in the ‘present state of things quite appropriate, and is an indirect inti- 
ation to the Corporation to economize the lavish expenditure it has been of 
late incurring, lest it should bring itself to the verge of insolvency ; and it is to 

be hoped that this sound advice will be at once adopted by the Corporation. 
34. In noticing the same reply, the Jdme Jamshed (107), in its issue 
of the 11th February, says: — This is the first occasion 


of Hin Eresleney the View, on Which a rebuff of this kind has been received 
to receive a deputation by a large Corporation in this country. How it 


from the Bombay Municipal will be received by the Bombay Corporation we will 
Corporation in connection not venture to say, and in what manner it will be 
Lan the terms of the Tanss received by all the large Corporations in India we 

<2 can only conjecture. That it will effectually prevent 
all further requests from Indian Corporations to be allowed on appropriate 
occasions to discuss personally with the Viceroy such matters as affect finance 
and sanitary progress may be anticipated. We have said appropriate 
occasions, because we venture to think the subject of a loan ofa kror and 
a half of rupees like the Tansa loan, which the Government of India insists 
shall be repaid in a period of forty years, is a most appropriate subject. for 
personal discussion. But in this land of red-tape, where all things are 
done with the pen and decided by the pen, a attempt to simplify proceedings 
by viva voce communication meets only with discouragement. Chambers: of 

mmerce may occasionally be admitted to the favour of an audience, but 
Municipal Corporations cannot pretend to the same indulgence. In the 
absence of representative Legislative Councils in India the people have no 
road to obtain redress except by the tedious and uncertain process of the 
pen. The pen is an instrument which is supposed to possess the most 
complete power of explanation, This we take leave to doubt, and the 
Bombay Corporation is of this opinion; hence the request to be permitted to 
send a deputation of their best members to Calcutta. The Government of India 
have placed themselves in an awkward position by the way in which they have 
accorded their sanction to the Tansa loan. They first gave sanction to the 
raising of a loan of 8 läkhs of rupees to run for sixty years, and when 
application was made for raising a second instalment of the same loan, the 
period of duration of this moiety was made to run for forty years. We gather 
two things from this arrangement : (1) that the Government of India grant power 
to raise municipal loan without any fixed rules, showing that it is all a matter 
of favour, and (2) that Government are not sure of their own ground and are 
liable to decide one question in two different ways, Now it is this deviation in 
procedure which has upset all the calculations of the Corporation in regard to 
the Tansa loan and brought about all the trouble of which the Corporation 
E complain. It may be presumed that the Viceroy is unwilling to be 

led with questions on this matter at close quarters, Firing at very long 


— and using the pen in preference to the voice is thought to be the most 
* ent way of rA It is the flnancial advisers of the Government of 
ndia who persuaded the Viceroy to sanction the raising of two parts of one loan 
to run for two different periods. The Bombay Chamber of Commerce aided the 
Bombay Corporation in pointing out the inconyenience of the arrangement. 
But by the time the Chamber’s gpinion reached Calcutta the “ orders about 
the loan were issued, and having been issued the Government of India consider 


them unalterable. How would it have been if instead of the Bombay Corpora. 
tion asking the Viceroy to receive a deputation about the Tansa loan the public 
of Bombay had sent forward a r to receive its deputation after a public 
meeting had been called ? Would the requisitionists have met with the rebuff 
administered to the Bombay Corporation? The question is worth considering 
at tho t time. The truth of the whole matter is, as we have said at the 
heginning of this article, that India is utterly unrepresented over the | and 
breadth of this great empire, and because of this want of representation it neces. 
sarily suffers in its own best interests. The decision of the Viceray to decline 
to receive the Bombay son pie por except with the pen will create no little 
surprise in all the intelligent and educated centres of British India. 
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85. Writing on the recent Government resolution on the Poona Municipal- 
3 ity, the Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 8th N 
Government officials and gays: — From what we know of the whole case, we thi 
— ＋ 1 the principal contention of the Poona Municipality is 
ay. that they are prepared to admit mistakes and are 
1 willing to correct them. They are ready to listen to 
suggestions about reform, and, means and circumstances permitting, to carry 
them out also. Government in their resolution have shown a commendable 
desire to leave the moral tation of the body unsullied, and they have also 
given expression to their feelings of confidence in the intelligence and capacity 
of the ratepayers of the city. Within the last two years Government were 
pleased to give two certificates of good zeal and capacity to the ratepayers, and 
with these votes of confidence in our hands, it is foolish to fear that Govern- 
ment is inclined to wrest from us the privilege of self-government. In our 
last article we have shown that the intervention of Government at the instance 
of the “city fathers’? and the public of Poona successfully warded off the 
dangers of official conspiracy, and there is little doubt that the present danger 
tog will vanish within a few days. We, however, learn with regret that in 
influential circles in Poona moderation is mistaken for submission and respectful 
protest for an humble explanation. The citizens have till now very properly 
held themselves aloof; but immediately they find that their representatives are 
— to compromise the dignity of their position, they will give them up as 
ost and take up the matter in their own hands and fight for their honour. As we 
have noticed, the fight is not between Government and the municipality, neither 
is it between Government and the people. It is between a small circle of 
disappointed and offended officials and non-officials on the one hand, and Govern- 
ment policy and the honest and willing supporters of it on the other. These 
people rely for their support on misrepresentation. The first shot fired by these 
opponents of local self-government was when in a secret and confidential report 
to Government the Collector represented that during. the elections a good deal 
of corruption had been resorted to, and not anticipating that there was anything 
behind it Government passed their resolution upon it. When this was brought 
to the notice of the municipality they recorded their regret, At the time neither 
they nor the Government could discover that it was only the forerunner of 
a cleverly laid out plot against the municipality. The secret report about 
corruption at election had already paved the ground, and a theory was set up, 
of course privately, that those who went into the municipality by buying their 
seats must be recouping themselves; and a few busy-bodies who had made it 
their sole end and aim to discredit the municipal administration went about 
their task of misrepresentation in right earnest. When the mine had been 
properly laid, a secret inquiry was got to be commenced, and the result of all 
this kind of work in the dark is embodied in the Collector’s letter. All the 
attempts at throwing dirt upon the good name of the municipality, however, did 
not succeed, and Lord Reay’s eulogy of the municipal administration of Poona 
was a in the mouth of all traducers. But a few days more and the 
mischief-making was commenced over again. The tone of correspondence 
became discourteous, interference became more frequent, secret reports began 
to be made, and finally the Collector abdicated all his power in favour of tho 
Cit Magistrate. The City istrate is a member of the municipality, and as 
such he is not competent to sit in judgment upon the actions of the body. But 
the Collector would not care to min any rules, He would not exercise his 
powers of control and allowed himself to 8 by the advice of those in 
whose judgment the public of Poona have but little faith, The municipality 
resented such treatment, but he was deaf to all requests; and matters have gone 
to such a length that Government too has now placed itself in such a position 
that it is naturally one as being a so, * this conspiracy against self- 
vernment in Poona. A local contem given out that papers speakin 
vourably of the municipality were looked upon as if they were non cet, an 
Sls Sa se pe 
© u not bee t J. such a8 public 
feeling Government haa only to thank itself. 
Oom. 1618—5 
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88. While wiiting about the Poona Munici 2 Shri Shiodji (64), 


1 lity wd ery onsioun miter of png the, Pon 


‘Government. | Pie ene + roving it * 


* — on the munioi after an . and made an enquiry 
Nr. . . D., who in spite of Mr. East’s report wrote a 
letter to Government in favour of the municipality, and it is said that Govern- 
ment passed a resolution favourable to the Corporation, In the meantime 
Mr. Grant gave over charge to Mr. East and then th the first resolution was left in 
the back-ground and a new resolution, which isso much complained of, was 
issued. Thisis said to be the case by persons who know thetruth. This incident 

lainly shows that Commissioners and Collectors regulate the conduct of 
: — and higher authorities. 


37. The Gujardti (82), in its issue of the 8th February, writes —Wuen 
po ieee tte A Bombay yt eng a — eat resolution con- 
— | ae the Poona Municipality on account of certain 
a 1 — which were set forth at length 
in that document, the public naturally believed that 
Government had not acted the part of a biassed partisan. We were, how- 
ever, wrong in that belief along with the entire English and N ative press. 
From the explanation that has been given by two of the members of the 
managing committee who were mentioned by name in the’ resolution, it 
appear pears that Government never cared to call upon the municipality to explain 
the charges levelled against them and took for gospel one-sided official statements 
made by Mr. East. We are glad to hear that a strong representation is going 
to be made to the Bombay Government on the subject. This is the only way 
to defeat the attempt now being made by some one unknown to the public to 
disoredit a civic body which is next in importance to the Bombay Municipality 
in this presidency. The extreme haste shown by Government in publishing a 
very damaging resolution without giving the party concerned full — 
to explain the charges is 1 reprehensible. The incident has taught the 
public not to believe unreservedly in Government resolutions, and has also shown 
the danger of relying upon confidential official reports. It is very easy for self- 
satisfied critics to attack the Native press for their all misrepresentations and 
‘teach them the duties and responsibilities of criticism. The four canons of critivism 
which Mr. Lee-Warner laid down for the edification of the critics of Govern- 
ment are, we believe, also applicable to official critics, and it is certainly a ity 
that the present Government, whose policy more than that of any 4 ‘admi- 
nistration is expected to be in consonance with those canons of criticism, should 
have drawn drawn up a an indictment against an important municipal body in almost 
utter of those very principles, We earnestly hope our * friends 
will come we of the ordeal free from all the vt imputations which would 
have completely discredited the cause of local self-government in this presidency 
if they had been at all well founded. | 


G. M. SATHE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
16th Februany 1891. 
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‘WEEK ENDING Arn FEBRUARY 1908. 50 nt zt 


I of Newspapers published in Berdr. 


h. pee of publication. | d 
33 ＋ „ y * ** a ee 


Ano.o-Mara THI, 


The Pramod Sindhu ... 100 „ Umrdwati (Amräoti). 
„ Vaidarbh . . Akola... 
„ Varhäd (Berar) Samächär „0. 


Mara rut. 
The Shetakari .. 1 . Umrawati en 


„ Shuddha aa... 
„ Suryakänt «4 „ lichpur 


1. The Berdr Samdchér (3), in its issue of the 9th February, writes — 

We disapprove of the advocacy of the Bill increasing 

The limit ofage of consent the age of consent on the ground that it asks too 

fixed in the Bill considered too little and for that little it shakes to their foundations 

422 place 8 the very trust and confidence of the public in the Gov- 

ernment. If Sats was abolished at one stroke of legal 

interference, let the Government 3 hibit the consummation of marriage before 

the age of sixteen, and India justly be proud of the British rule in raising 

* of consent to such an extent as no nation has yet reached. Legislation 

a most effective instrument for modifying as well as intensifying 

ag & the direction in which it is desirable that it should progress. 

be Neu being very loyal, are certain to obey the law even if their life be 

2h chiens bat o present case the claims of 1 indeed sanctify 

even strict legislation, though it may be bitterly felt. K. R. Kirtikar was 

the first to give expression to such candid and liberal views as command our 
urgent consideration. 


2. The Vaidarbs (2), in its issue of the 7th February, writes 8 
Excitement at Amréoti rdoti is quite excited over the * of Consent Bill. 


over the Age of Consent Bill. 
unce an 


is divided; but it is a matter of congra on that the ma 

who have received higher education are in favour of the Bi 

Cypeaiion to the Bill, which, eo far as number is ar agp may well call iteelf 

Fernen . But mere counting of heads has abeolutely no significance. What 
to be seen is whether the majority of persons who by their study, culture and 

knowledge are qualified to pronounce an opinion on this matter are in favour of 

the measure or against it. And it is really ea to see that the 

of educated men at Amréoti are fora measure in Lede by. 

ry Ag ea to the Bill is 
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Reporter on thé Native 


Neu Secretariat, Bombay, 
Offide of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
16th February 1891. 
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REPORT) 

— | 
NATIVE PAPERS 
PUBLIS HED IN THE BOMBAY PRESIDENOY — 

For the Week ending 21st February 1891. 


List of Newspapers and Periodicals. 


Names of Newspapers. | Place of publication. | Edition. 
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Kaira Khetiwddi Patru 
Kaira Vartamdn. 
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Mar AND Ka’NARESB. 
The Shri Siddheshvar eee ece 
Hol. 


The Bhérata Bhrata ... 
„ Brdbma Patrika... 


: Aneo-Urpu. 
The Mahomedan Herald. obs 
Uno. 


The Akhbäre Ratan Prakash Ratläm 
» Oharkhäri Akhbér . 
„ Dhdr State Ga sette 
„ Eh -ti-ahamul Akhbér Jhowra ... 
„ Gwalior Gazette ... 


Earn, Mara'tH! AnD Hunt. 
The Pandit eee eae eee eee 
Eneuse, Mara'tH! au GAA 'r. 


The Baroda Vateal eee eee eee 
Surpl. | 
The Mdawin-i-Majma-i-Mahammadi 


77 Muin-ul Ialam eee eee eee 


99 Sind Sudhér ee¢ eee oe 
ANnGLO-PORTUGUESE. 


O Anglo-Lusitano ... as 
O Portugues Britannico 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics. | mo 


of Newspapers are printed in the body of the Report in italion, and the number of the News- 


N The names of N 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after nam. 
the 


5 
Parr I.—Politice and the Publio Administration. 


1. With reference to the India Councils Bill now before Parliament, 
1 * the Rdst Goftdr (86), in its issue of the 15th F 5 
* 


pression of satisfaction writes: —A recognition in Lord Cross’s Bill of 
at Lord Cross's India Carell eléctive principle, to be worked within eafe and teason- 


3 able limits, would have been very acceptable to this 
country. It * have been granted without subverting the foundations of 
Government. But we are not disposed, like some of our contemporaries, for that 
reason, to hurl anathemas at Lord Cross’s bantling as fit for nothing. They con- 
sider that the Bill, without the elective principle, is like a body without the soul. 
We, however, venture to think that it will go some way towards improving the 
present constitution of the Indian Councils. Lord Cross's Bill will give, among 
other things, a larger number of representative men to the Councils. We say 
representative men, although nomination will continue to be the mode of selec- 
tion. It may be a heresy to say so, but our faith is not very great in the wonders 
which the elective franchise is sup to work. Wedo not think that election 
will always secure good men, or that nomination will supply bad ones. Wedo not 
even think that in India the elective franchise will be a tee that it 
will result in the return of better men to the Councils than ever the system of 
nomination can. The power of nomination is being exercised every year with 

ter care. Judging from our experience of recent years, we may safely say 
that the days of dummies are over. The force of public opinion has now grown 
too great to tolerate them in the exalted position of legislators. The practice of 
nominating the president of the Chamber of Commerce to the Council is a sort 


of indirect: recognition of the elective principle. We need not, therefore, despair 
of any good resulting from the system of nomination. It is working fairly well 


and will work better, though the wish is nevertheless there that a small step 
might well have been taken in the direction of allowing the right of election 
with proper safeguards. | . 
2. In alluding to the Bill introduced by Lord Cross for allowing certain 
3 high Indian officials to go to England on certain occa- 
8 pew * 5 ag ted * ° sions without vacating their posts, the Jdme Jamshed 
pea. yy (107), in its issue of the 18th February, says :—The 
existing rule of not permitting these officials to visit 
England without first resigning their posts has been in force for many years, 
and no complaint worth noticing has ever been raised against it. On the other 
hand, it has been a standing complaint that the five years’ term of office in the 
case of these officials is very short, since on the expiry of the term the officers 
who have collected the necessary experience have to vacate their offices, and 
their absence on leave for two or three periods would make matters worse. There 
is as much fear of an acting incumbent not doing any important work as there 
is of his upsetting the emente made by the permanent occupier. A courteous 
Secretary of State is not likely to refuse leave of absence to a Viceroy, Governor or 
any of the other high officials specified in the Bill, who would put forward such 
excuses as continued indisposition, or private affairs, or a personal interview 
with the India Office for a settlement of a public matter. Thus these high 
Officials might be enabled to visit England at the time of the general elections 
to advance their own or their party’s interests. And for this leave of absence 
the poor Indian treasury will have to bear additional burden. It is to be 
regretted that the political associations of the country, whose duty it is to 2 
against such measures as Lord Cross’s present Bill, should have grown indolent, 
leaving their own work to be done by the Indian National Congress. [The 
Hitechchhu (84) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of the 19th February, expresses 


4 
similar sentiments. | 


8. In noticing the statement made by Sir John Gorst in a speech recently 
made at Chatham on the labour question, that he gene- 

The desire af the Manches- rally favoured State intervention for the protection of 
4 2 8 — labour, and thought that Government might intervene 
— — to prevent overwork in the Indian mills, the Bombay 
Samdohdr (98), in its iseue of the 16th February, cas: 


cow 1b8I—2 


Through a selfish desire to crush the Indian cotton industry the cotton manufac- 
turers of Lancashire put pressure upon the authorities in Ane to abolish the 
cotton import duties, inflicting thereby a heavy loss on the Indian treasury, but 
this had very little effect on the Indian industry.. Failing to secure their selfish 
object by this measure, a fanciful complaint was brought forward by the 
Manchester cotton dealers that the Indian mill-hands had been overworked, and 
pec was brought to bear upon the Indian Government to appoint a Factory 

mmission to enquire into the condition of these workmen. A Commission 
was appointed, which after taking evidence of the mill-hands has satisfac- 
torily proved that the labourers are not overworked at all, and that if their working 
hours were curtailed their interests would be prejudiced. An attempt is now 
being made by the Manchester manufacturers to discredit the Commission’s 
report, and to induce Government to pass a law curtailing the working 
hours, by alleging that the workmen did not know the value of health, which 
they were injuring by overwork, and that there were no medical men on the 
Commission to properly consider the question of health. Mr. Maclean’s motion 
in Parliament to have a law curtailing the working hours and Sir John Gorst’s 
statement mentioned above that the Home Government are inclined to humour 
the Manchester manufacturers, lead one to fear that a law is likely to be 
passed; and if one is passed, the condition of the mill-hands would surely grow 
worse. Ihe Akhbdre Soddgar (91), in its issue of the 20th February, expresses 
similar sentiments. | | 


4. A correspondent of the Jdme Jamshed (107), in its issue of the 19th Febru- 

ary, says that since the report submitted to Government 

Andi Indem Festes et by the Indian Factory Commission has been approved 
prayed for. ya" py the public on account of its containing recommend - 
ations the adoption of which would be beneficial to 
mill-hands as well as the mill-owners, there is no good reason why the incorpo- 
ration of those recommendations into a Bill and enacting it at once as an amended 
Factory Act should be delayed, that the mill-hands are anxiously waiting for the 
enactment of a new law, and that it is to be hoped that it will come into force 
before the Ist of April next, since the mill-hands are in particular need of 


protection in the hot season of the year. 


5. The same newspaper, in its issue of the 20th February, says :—Lord Cross’s 
— oui desire, announced the other day in the House of Com- 
hours of children in Indian mons by Mr. W. H. Smith, that the limits of work 
mills should be fixed as recom- for chi dren employed In Indian mills should be m 
mended by the Indian Factory accordance with the recommendation of the Berlin 
Commission and not as sug- Labour Conference, should not be submitted to, because 
gested by the Berlin Labour the condition of the Indian labourers was not con- 
sidered by the Conference. The Indian Factory Com- 
mission properly thought over the actual condition of the labourers and has 
submitted their recommendations, which ought to be adopted. It is to be ho 
that the Government of India will soon pass an amended Factory Act, adopting 
all the recommendations of the Commission. 


6. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 15th February, writes :— 
| When the postage on overland letters was four annas 
Price of overland post cards. and a half the overland post card cost one anna and a 
half; but now that the former has been reduced to two annas and a half, must 
the latter remain the same as before? Do the authorities intend to discourage 
the use of post cards ? : 
7. The Jouhar (150), in its issue of the 6th February, says: A post card 
3 addressed in Urdu to the manager of this paper was 
3 the delivered to him at Bombay ten days after it was posted 
— at Lahore. It appears from the remark written on 
the address side of the post card while in transit that the * employés 
could not make out the address o to their ignorance of the language 
When such was the case with a letter addressed toa well-known 2 offloe, 
God knows whether letters addressed in Urdu to ordinary —4 are ved or 
thrown away by the Postal Department. Such neglect is simply due to a scarcity 
of W or Urdu-knowing clerks in the Postal Department. 


Pe 


Part I1.— Legislation. 


8. The Gujardté (82), in its issue of the 15th February, quotes from the 
vey New York Philanthropist a list of the age of consent 
8 E 4 * the . 3 7 From the list it will 
me ah. be seen that the limit of 10 years is recognised b 
Pont eo tet cannot Souls. law in nine States as against a stranger. In England, 
ently be called rape as be- though marriages are generally postponed to ages 
tween husband aud wife. ranging from 16 to 25, 12 is the minimum marriage- 
able age of girls according to the English common 
law, but consummation of marriage at that period would not be rape or even 
any offence at all. Under the Penal Code of England carnal knowledge of a 
irl below 13, with or without her consent, by a stranger, is known as rape,“ 
but if the girl is under 16, it is punished as misdemeanour.“ There is little 
doubt that the penal law of India is in principle defective, in so far as 
it ignores the relations of husband and wife which spring up immediately after 
the marriage ceremony is completed. There are very. sound reasons for giving 
protection to immature girls, but to punish a husband for rape on his wife is to 
introduce inconsistent and confusing doctrines into the criminal jurisprudence of 
the country. The existing anomaly can be easily removed by seizing the present 
opportunity of the introduction of the Age of Consent Bill to insert an independ- 
ent section for the punishment of what cannot consistently be called rape as 
between husband and wife, if the marriage of the couple is recognized as veld tal 
legal for all purposes whatsoever. The introduction of a separate section, as was 
suggested by Sir Maxwell Melvill, providing a lighter punishment than that 
for a ruffian or a stranger, with other proper safeguards which have been pro- 
posed in course of the controversy in connection with the Age of Consent Bill, 
ought to satisfy all parties, and we hope the Legislature will bestow the fullest 
consideration on the suggestions that have been made in various quarters on the 


subject. | 


9. The Subodh Patrika (18), in its issue of the \15th February, writes :— 
Independently of the fate of the Age of Consent Bill— 

we may observe, while passing, that the Government is 

bound to pass it unless it is to abdicate its protective 
functions, --the spectacle presented by the opposition is 
calculated to suggest a melancholy reflection. The Bill is the most moderate 
and, as it is now framed, the most unobjectionable measure that could be adopted, 
and being a protective measure falls far short of the aims which the people for 
more than half a century have generally professed. Again, the injunctions of 
the Shdstras are universally disregarded in more ways than one by heterodox 
and orthodox alike and everybody ts conscious of tt, as also of the fact that 
those injunctions, while conflicting, are not unfavourable to the change, and where 
they prescribe hurtful or inhuman rites they have been set aside by the Gov- 
ernment in the past. Certainly, all the so-called higher classes are aware 
of all this. Let suddenly the cry of religion in danger is raised by intelli- 
gent men, and by misrepresentation ignorant crowds are gathered together and 
made to sign protests, when the Bill only aims at checking a dastardly and 
degrading custom which any race of men above the savage state ought to be 
ashamed to own. Either the people are incapable of really understanding 
and appreviating this simple matter which concerns themselves, or they dis- 
honestly blink at it or are taught to do so. Can such people be considered 

ualified to understand and appreciate, and still less safely to reveive and exercise, 
rights of freedom and political life entirely foreign to their ideas and their 
country, merely because a microscopic minority among them have been enabled 
* foreign Government to attain to a knowledge of those rights and that life ? 
This question would remain untouched if this educated minority were entirely 


Necessity for passing the 
Age of Consent Bill in spite of 
the strong opposition to it. 


arranged on the side of the Bill. But the actual fact aggravates it still further. 
We shall not pursue this reflection further, but will only ask the reader to say 
Whether those who are leading the opposition are friends or foes of their country 
and their countrymen, and whether they are lengthening or shortening the 
road to the political millenium for which all of us burn with the of 
enthusiaam. Those who suggest that indications of puberty instead of an 


age-limit should be the basis of the of Consent Bill do not remember 
that that test would not only be uncertain but would also lead to indelicate inves. _ 
tigations naturally reptilsive to female modesty, whereas the question of age can 
be settled by means of registration and such other helps. Again, the same people 
are found to urge that the 12 years’ limit would bring down the practice of con- 
gummation to that year, whereas in the majority of cases now it is much above 
that period. This is an absurd contention. The law would only prevent it up to 
12, but would leave full liberty to defer it beyond that limit; so there is no reason 
why people among whom the ceremony is performed after 12 should bring it 
down to that age. Curiously enough, the contention that the new law would 
remain as much a déad letter as the old has been, proceeds from the same side 
which ascribes so much virtue and power to the former, There is really nothing 
to object to in the Bill. Rajputs, than whom there could be no class of Hindus 
more honestly orthodox, have adopted 14 as the age of marriage for girls. What 
Objection then can there be to prohibiting its consummation below 12? It 
will protect tender girls from debilitating and demoralising treatment. The 
4 — objection is brought forward only, and can serve only, to deceive 
strangers. Those, therefore, among whom this protection to tender girls does 
not exist ought to accept the Bill with gratitude. But it is precisely those 
among whom the disgusting practice exists that are the most. barefacedly 
obstinate in their opposition to the Bill—the Bengalis, educated ones too, 
who, as if to enhance the climax, put forth the plea that this is so because the 
Legislative Council is not representative of their views! We are glad that 
Western India, despite a few individuals here and there who weakly succumbed 
to astute Bengali guidance, no doubt in the belief that it was true patriotism, has 
shown more creditable attitude. This is partly due to our partial freedom from 
the disgraceful custom which enslaved Bengal, and partly also to the Madhav 
Bag meeting of 1886, the proceedings of which exploded the delusion that efforts 
could proceed from within to uproot such evil customs, and thus that movement 
has served the very cause it was intended to thwart. But we trust our educated 
men will not be content with this negative attitude, but will speak out collective- 
ly in favour of the small measure which Government has brought in the 
performance of its own duty of protecting helpless, minor girls, and which 
incidentally is calculated to do some good to our society. 


10. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 15th February, writes :— 
The duty of the Government of India with regard to the Age of Consent Bill 
is very plain, It ought to see the hollowness of the agitation. It ought to see 
the absurdity of the arguments set up. It ought to see that the great concession 
made in rendering the offence non-cognizable is not at all appreciated, or totally 
ignored, It ought to see that the men who are opposing it deserve no conces 
sion. It should take the provisions of its own laws into consideration, and 
should rather 95 increase the age-limit than whittle it down by the“ puberty ” 
clause proposed by the so-called orthodox party, who do not know what puberty 
really means. Medical writers tell us of cases in which the physical condition 
talked of ad nauseam in Bengal does not appear at all. They tell us of cases in 
which women became mothers without ever attaining that condition, and of 
other cases in which girls of eight or nine had reached this condition, The 
is bound to prevent as far as possible all indecent inquiries, The 
Judges and the Magistrates have fairly worked the numerous age clauses 
in the Penal Code. The proposed measure is in harmony with the Code; the 
amendment 1 * is not, But there is another amendment which may well 
be made, and that is that intercourse with a girl under 14 should be prohibited 
altogether, In England interogurse with a girl under 16, though not a felony, 
is a misdemeanour. The [Legialature here may well make intercourse with a 
girl over 19 and under 14 4 miademeqnour, It may provide im ent for 
a year op two as punishment for this miademeanour. The Bill as it stands, 
th this addition, would be q truly protective measure. It would have a far 
more deterrent and educative effect than it can now have. We know some 
Bengalis would oppose this amendment, though, as Mr. Nulkar says, if thia law 
had been enacted in 1860 there would have no 8 The Legiala: 
ture does not consider a girl under 16 years wipe enough to judge whether al 
should abandon her It does nat consider her tly mature to 


aes 1 hi 
ie. isin danger, the Legislature is asked 16 rule ait 
of consent ‘ond the ae rey with a girl gle | ble. N : 
walt if l ef t were anbhddhdna ceremony is not punisha O, We 
ected upon. know it 24 5 fact that. this socalled ceremony is 
not performed by numerous Hindus. What is 
to be the test in their case? Others say that the word uberty ’ should 
rea Be ury should. be defined as the. period. when a well-known physi- 
cal condition occurs. But doctors say that i this ph sical condition may not 
oopur at and yet a irl may become a N t is to be the test in 
these cases? The amendments, ap I l ntly, which would satisfy all the various 
races in India would be (1) to Hindus who are for the Garbhddhdna 
ceremony, to perform it at any time, and under cover of it to inflict the very 
atnovities which the Legislature wishes to prevent; (2) to allow those Hindus 
who do net perform the said ceremony, to inflict such atrocities when “ the well- 
known physical condition appears, even if it is nominally or artificially pro- 
duced; (3) to prohibit those us, in whose wives this physical condition j 1 
altogether absent even at the ripe age of sixteen or twenty "aa cannot be an 
how produced, from having intercourse with them, or, as an alternative, fix A 
ae age for this class; (4) to fix “puberty and diseretion for the 
ans ; j. 1 to fix the age of sixteen for European British subj ects, that 
land and her colonies; (6) and to fix some other limits for 
jan —— — Hindu races like the Sikhs, A hotch-potch like this is ap 
rently what the agitators want. The authors of the Penal Code had 
made to them about various other provisions. Had they listened 
ose proposals, we would have had i confusion’? in the Penal 


19. In expressing r roval of the views of the Honourable Mr. Justice 


lang, Dr. R. G. Bhändärkar, Mr. V. A. Modak 

Prag Age . — an and e N of the Age of Consent Bill, the 

with. Hitechchhu 1 ‘Mnmedabea, in its issue of the 19th 

February, ves;—In Gujardét, custom is more 

than the dictates of religi on itself, Even among the Brahmans, several 

5 ceremonies are not performed at the time fixed by the Shdstras. The 

Garbhddhdna ceremony is quite Pane in Gujarat, where in some cases girls 

are married after they are 18 years old, while in other cases are 

consummated while the girls are about 40 years old, and that they ‘become 

mothers at 18. The Bill cannot therefore be said to interfere with the religious 
rites of the Gujarati Hindus. 


18, The Jada Prabdeh (14), in ite issue af the 16th Fe „ Writes: 

Mr. C. C. Mitra of Caloutta complains in the columns 

— bene the Bill ace cn. — 
resorted e Bill are tent about the 

Consent Bil * . aie * Hindu passere-by whom they oome in 

8 not caring a a bit whether they are acquaint- 

nr ed in the ata. All 

2 are Oed. 2 no doubt mu 4 too is 


who, o their 


to at - 


shots or ans 
4 — at ae 
— 1— ks 1 facts. 
‘op n are a ous party 
mets are not particularly s about 
5 see e * 
2 ves. the same, res 
2 memorial are vitiated by this fault, and Govern- 
effect, will have. to best in mind the dun Iten 
under which the ii were obtained. 


In an article; headed, Age of Consent Bill—an. appeal to the 
Legislature,” the Native Opinion (16), in its issue of 
Disapproval of the Age of the 15th Februa » Writes tig poh Sunday’s gigantic 


Consent. Bill, and ite with 
— or amendment i hy - meeting st Ma av : N. +a aggro 


direct ted popular demonstrations in Ayde Park in England, and 
mended. aer the numerous meetings that have been and are being 


daily held all over the country, must have by this 
time convinced the Government of India of the great blunder they have com- 
mitted in setting the legislative machinery in motion for raising the age of 
consent in the chapter on Rape in the Penal Code from 10 to 12. We have 
been all along unable to understand why the Government should have gone the 
length of venturing upon a policy of interference in this manner in matters 
religious and social in the teeth of its repeated declarations to the oontrary. But 
they have allowed themselves to be misled, and there is no help. It is now of 
no use crying over the spilt milk. Here we havea Bill, and here a furious storm 
of opposition to it. At this juncture—critical, we may say. —it is the duty of 
every journalist to advise Government as to the best course for them to follow 
under the circumstances. We yet venture to implore the Government to retreat 
from the position which they have unwarily taken. There is yet scope for 
raceful retreat, and it will certainly be a very graceful act on their part if they 
o so in deference to 3 opinion. If, however, they are still determined to 
be guided by persons whose leadership the country disowns in such an unequi- 
vocal manner, and to pass some measure of the kind, we beg of them, as a matter 
of grace, to so amend the Bill that the people may come to look upon it in an 
unopposing mood. If the Government are influenced by a reasonable and 
conciliatory spirit, they will, at all events, have the shrewdness to take note of 
the current of popular opinion and removeall the objectionable features from the 
Bill. In order that we may not be charged with having offered destructive criti- 
cism alone, we take liberty to suggest some amendments for the consideration of 
the Law Member and his colleagues, with the hope that they will meet with their 
approbation as also of our countrymen. (1) In the first place, we desire to point 
out to Sir A. Scoble the advisability of doing away with the arbitrary limit of 
years, and of substituting in its stead the one indicated by nature. It will he 
conceded without hesitation that the proposed limit has raised a tremendous 
opposition without holding out any tangible gain in view. If, therefore, puberty 
be fixed upon * the limit, no scope will be left for opposition on account of inter- 
ference with re ion—thereby removing the one great factor of complaint — ws 

Government will also get the Gedit of enforcing the old Shastric rule which poin 

out to the fret manifestation of a certain physical condition as the hth pee 

for the consummation of marriage -a much more desirable end than 
fruitless endeavour. (2) Having thus disposed of the point of ohe sad ck grt 
score of interference with religion which principally comes from us, We 
proceed to lay before the Government our suggestions as regards what we may 
call the procedure-side of the Bill. In this connection, the first point that strikes 
us is as regards the institution of complaints. We think it will bea very grave 
mistake to leave it within the power of ‘anybody 4 — criminal * 
against the offending husband, ‘The “4 ut 
n hay st this ‘contingen: 


Saat 2 ay ve vith w hyo ae 


vide that the 
only in the Court of — and t from these courte: the 4 
* should be rigidly excluded — the continuance of 
ch must from their very nature be kept as secret as — 181 it any 

medical examination be found necessary to ascertain whether puberty had been 
reached when the offence was alleged to be perpetrated, it must be conducted 
not by a male doctor but by a lady doctor, and her certificate, which must be 
required to be written, should be treated as conclusive evidence on the point 3 
otherwise the honour of the family will be in the greatest possible 
Unless, therefore, this is provided for, serious result will be inevitable and the ad- 
ministration of this law will come to be abhorred in the most unequivocal manner, 

(5) There remains, lastly, the question of amount of punishment. We are of 
opinion that in the case of the offending husband it should not be the same with 

strangers accused of rape. Simple imprisonment for a short period and fine, 
which though unlimited should not be excessive, will be quite adequate to meet 
the demands of justice. We have thus purposely suggested both kinds of punish» 
ments, for, while to a rich man fine will be no punishment, imprisonment even 
for a day will be a serious matter, while to a poor man fine may be a great 


deterrent. If the Bill is amended in this manner, our countrymen should accept 
it without demur. 


15. Ina contributed article, the Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 15th 


Twelve, vores’ Mel’ of the February, writes :—Will the réformers pause for a 


of moment to reflect that the Hindu law and usage are 
— shah of mabocts * 5 Ham not inhuman, at least in the present instance? What 
ed more humane if religions they enjoin, or recommend (if the reformers like the 
considerations are to be die- word better), is the meeting between husband and wife 


n. qter puberty (pubescence as the reformers term it), 
and not before that event. It is the contemplated amendment, in Whose name 
heaven and earth are being moved, that is the sinner, and not the Hindu religion. 
We along with a ſew others have pointed out, and the authorities themselves 
have admitted by implication, that in 95 cases out of 100 the Age of Consent Bill 
will sanction a degrading practice by implication, for which neither acknow- 
ledged religious precept nor acknowledged usage among the Hindus has any 
sanction whatever. hich is more inhuman, the Hindu religion and u 

or the Britain-made law as it is to be? If the supporters of the Bill have 
one grain of sincerity about them they ought honestly to acknowledge and to 
bravel * out to e that their common stand is untenable, both 
from the point of humanity and of respect for religious sentiment. We do not 
think that for honest re -wishers of their country there is any humiliation in 
admitting their mistake and mending it like men, even if pointed out by those 
whom they have daubbed as reactionists. It is not the party-triumph, one would 
think, that they, as true sons of their country, ought to and eir ever rything 9 
dut the triumph of truth and of humanity with which ious sen tment is 

at least in ‘perfect accord. The single 9 advanced by the a porters of 
the Bill in its present 2 2 t the proposal of making puberty the limit of 

of consent vol aber of 12, is that it is too indefinite and that in some I 

is hastened by artificial means. We do not know how far the ars e charge 
will bear strict examination and inquiry; L. ected <a ts bottom, it 
one which no legislative — can possibly . the removal of such 


injurious 1 oy arisi out of total even 
glue, adinit that Knowlod ote : ct hag ly ren 


ladies of the house — — 1 
. to wook tht fee inte and fy i 
ses to Hindu religious sentinient whigh ite 
— to repudiate, aurely, let them amend their Hill on 
tue dines: wo along: with u few others have ‘humbly suggested. In spite of 
Herbert Spencer ab interpreted by the Manithi editor of the Sudhdrak (10), we 
‘would leave these things to all other means except that of vie major. Bat 
if Government in its wisdom is going to have it exereised, then we beseech ‘it to 
bo at least consistent with its — not with its actual practice in the 
as Mr. Chandévarkar : himeelf he has proved it to have been. 
who ‘will e without as hunter thet 222 — 


2 — to a certain extent: we fully 


—— and persecution it will give rise to in 
— 3 — . id will 


entail upon — families both in case of acquittal and of contviction, as 
Vivi „will be more aggravating and injurious in their 
it may possibly work. Even blind reformers will 

— ean safely defy the law where the act. constitu- 

ti _ offence is of an exceptionally private character; as it is in the 
ignorant, the credulous and the simple will be 

ways by scoundrels hy 1 and — ce — 


The trial i is not 1 of all its worst is by the Baad r — 
aon ble. Do our reformers, who profess to be humane as well 
J. look upon these contingencies, which in our opinion amount almost 
= certainties, without twing to their hearts and consciences? If they 
do, we feel grateful to the Great. Unknown for yon] made us of softer ioe. 
The more we think upon the fatuous fondness which reformers cling 
to the magical number 12, the greater our wonder grows. Some of them 
say even an orthodox husband can wait for a few days or months if his wife un- 
fortunately reaches pubescence before 12 years. Now, let us clear the ground 
by admitting in the first place that, highly 7 ing as we do the rand td 
physiology, we would mdlridualiy desire that e meeting between h 
‘wife sho not take place at least for hve one ears after the first ap 
“ certain well-known signs.” But even in t case we fail to see why a po 
‘cular age should be fixed.down as a hard and fast 1 for all women, no matter 
What their nr may be. Even physiology and medical . Te- 
reformers will pause to admit, individual. differences 

maturi 1 decay. Have they never * of bitty of 5 Deny 
intell ? What does it —* if not v 
maturity and of decay? In the absence E Tae eon 4 
reaches pubescence at = or below 12, while, girl B. does the. ry 18.or even 
be on the former gi noe 2 mf igo at a 
N g at w latter ** game age. e 
A not ate talk of its tmpotio offend religious susceptibilities in 
of 100, through sheer Pgh pn eae tym cay n *. 
trust those w 8 Nr height “of Wer 
the light we have 8 mpted to throw on the subject, before hang arab 
‘wedded to the bewitching number 12. : 

16, Sin ie Benne, Chine anes of Sa Se . 

Iti undertood that the mamaber of th 


Peso, rene ‘are udt unanimous about the : 


„ 


et of 22 

ting the —— has also declared — 
opposition ia not in alone, but in every . 
Bmpire 1 h Mr. Manmohan Ghose’s idea of reforms are extreme, 
— he has long — — up Hindu customs and manners, yet, as very 
— — legislation better than he, he is entitled to our careful 
consideration: He is stron gly opposed to the Bill and has expressed his 
sition with the boldness of conviction. The Bill has its ugly features and if 
into law it would prove an engine of torture in the of the wicked. 
r. Ghose’s statement that Government should prohibit the marriage of girls 
before 12 cannot be re as sound, for, in that case, the Indian women will 
have to be on the look-out for husbands, as is the case in Europe. Even the 
graduates of Calcutta, numbering about a ‘thousand, have condemned the Bill. 
The Anglo-Indian journals might well point to this sorry result of English 
education. The peincigal defect of the Bill obviously is that the material dif- 

ference between rape and premature cohabitation is disregarded. 


17. The Gujardts (82), in its issue of the 15th February, observes :—In 
their desire to support Government, in g the Age of Consent Bill, 
the Anglo-Indian newspapers of Bombay publish the views of the reform side 
alone. "Bevel local ls have signed a , in support of the Bill 
only to please the Honourable Mr. K. T. Telang, whilst — have signed 
both the memorials for and against the Bill. The opinions of well-known 
Englishmen and leading papers of England on the subject of the Bill are of no 
value, as thoy do not know our manners and customs. We recommend the 
British public to remember the lessons of history related by Gibbon about the 
downfall of the Roman supremacy, on account of its utter disregard of the 
views of the conquered races. The Mahomedan community has joined the 
orthodox Hindus in protesting against the Bill, and His Excellency the Viceroy 
will do well to withdraw the measure. 


18. The Kdside Mumbai (110), in its issue of the 16th February, observes :— 

The editor of one of our local Urdu contemporaries, who is a native of Bareilly 
and seems ignorant of the religious rites of the Mahomedans, suggested in the 
issue of his paper of 6th instant that the limit of the age of consent may be 
raised to 18 or 14 years. It is surprising that this individual should protest 
against Sir Andrew Scoble’s Bill at a meeting held under the auspices of the 
Anjumän-i-Ishatul Islim. We recommend our co-religionists to refrain from 
joining meetings that are organised by pew not residents of Bombay. Mr. 
* Abdulla Kur's letter to the mes of India raising no objection to 
fixing the age of consent at 12, . 2 of marriage is allowed 
at attainment of puberty at any time earlier, is somewhat reasonable; but pre- 


8 being better than cure, the Mahomedan community should protest against 
e Bill. 


19. The Subodh Patrika (18), in its issue of the 15th February, writes: — 

The Médhay Bé . The much talked of Madhav Big meeting has come 
tn den. 6 ing and gone, and we have had the humiliation of entering 
one more transaction in our book of shame. For an 

unreasonable and ill-regulated proceeding, it beats its r quite hollow. 
A large crowd gathered, it is true, but they hardly formed a meeting. The 
noise and confusion which prevailed 5 "admitted of the performance of any 
regular business in the ordinary way. Few could hear what was being said or 
see what passed, and no intelligen vote on the N could under such 
circumstances be given or taken. Indeed, scarcely 7 — t seemed to 
feel the necessity of observing ttl method or je coherence to the 
But everybod | pretty muc *. 8 Thus it came 


pase that a mashing. w as professedly ä to adopt a memorial 
against the Age of Consent Bill, ‘tennsacted d uite as much business which was 
quite Seba it the professed. abject of the gathering. Was that a meeting that 
bled or only motley crowd of all sorts and conditions of P Indeed, 

de correc en of the assem 


— e who turned out of a Sunday a lll ot ae eng waste 8 


. 
* 


in its issue of the 15th February, writes: — The 

Sunday’s Mädhav Bag was really the 

largest assemblage ever witnessed in Bombay, and was 

men of all Hindu castes and 

Even the first historical Madhav meeting, 

— * by the late Rao Saheb Vish Nara yan 

8 ndlik, was not so numerously attended. But we 

ents had been this time more satisfactory than they seemed to 

t is very unreasonable to — 10,000 people, crammed into a limited plaee, 

41 niet and orderly; but to represent the meeting as very dis- 
a 


is v 
y is rate perversion of truth. An assemblage which co d be 


naged with the assistance of only two police peons deserves to be characterised 
@ more compli r epithets bestowed upon it by 
of th 
y 


porters e Bill. After a careful examination of last Sunday’s 
proceedings i a prot clear from the s of Réo Bahadur Nana Moroji 
and Mr. A’pte, and from the memorial adopted at the meeting, that the objections. 
urged against the Bill are three. The president as well as the latter gentleman 
were of opinion that the measure would prove an engine of oppression in the 
hands of busybodies and scandal-mongers. It must be admitted that appre- 
hension on this score is very widely entertained, and we have no doubt that 
the views of such an experienced and cool-headed ex-Magistrate as Réo 
Bahddur Nana Moroji and of one of the ablest High Court Pleaders like Mr. 
A'pte will have due weight with Government. It must also be borne in mind that 
the experience of many of the influential supporters of the measure is confined to 
presidency cities only, and as the Bill will mos 13 ignorant people, it is desir- 
able that they should be protected from every kind of unnecessary vexation and 
harassment. The other objection is on the ground of religious interference. It 
is difficult to assess precisely its value in presence of the fact that among certain 
sections of the Hindu community the conceptual ceremony is altogether un- 
known, and even those amongst whom it prevails it is sometimes postponed on 
some ground or other. The third objection is in our judgment a very sound one. 
Since Lord Dufferin’s Government distinctly declared that it was undesirable to 
undertake legislation for didactic peepee ir Andrew Scoble’s contention that 
the amended section, though it is likely to prove a dead letter is to be welcomed 
for its educative operation, is in direct contradiction to the views previously 
enunciated by Government. Nor is it easy to determine if the amendment was 
demanded by any influential section of the community, because the question 
would then arise as to which is the more influential party of the two, the sup- 
porters or the opponents of the Bill. 


21. The Native Opinion G6), in its issue of the 15th February, writes :— 
re ener att Sunday's mesting atthe Madhav Big to protest 
against the onsen was a success, The 

nih unn proceedings were commenced by voting RAO Bahädur 
Nana Moroji to the chair. Short and cl argumentative speeches made 
at the meeting placed before the assembled audience in one connected link facts 
showing how the proposed law interfered with the customs of the people. One 
1 the meeting was a letter to the president from a few villages 
the Poona District, intimating that they fully sympathised with that day’s 
ares Two other eval pila, “cia ag ah Be adhe Boonies Mer Ir. 
Ashburner, late member of our Executive Council, for his most slanderous 


* 
* 


} 


8 ” 


22. The Vdrtdhar (20), in — issue ZS „* vie I writes :—It is 
| „ always the case that when men have no proper — 
Ae Ane, ee ments to advance they throw dirt on their — 
Last Sunday’s Madhav Bäg meeting, which off 
so successfully, was not, it seems, liked by the supporters of Sir A. Scoble’s Bill, 
which has created so much sensation in the minds of the Native community 
from one end to the other. The opposition, it must be remembered, is headed. 
by so distinguished a Judge as Sir R. C. Mitter, a lawyer of extensive erudition, 
one who occupied at one time the enviable position of Chief Justice of Bengal, 
and acted for Sir Richard Garth. Asa legislator, he has had his say in the 
Imperial Council. The apprehension with which he views the bantling of the. 
Legal Member has been seen in vivid colours by his fellow-brethren in the 
north, south, east and west, and petitions from all sides of the empire have poured. 
in. At the recent meeting held at Madhav to protest against the Age of Con-: 
sent Bill there were the old and venerable Mr. Varjivandds representing the Bania 
community; Mr. Justice Jandrdan Vdsudevji (a former Judge of the Bombay 
High Court, a colleague of Sir M. Sausse, of Sir Joseph Arnould, of Justices 
Newton and Hebbert and of the famous Mr. Justice Anstey), who spent his 
forty years in the judicial service; Rao Bah4dur Nana Moroji, an ex-Presidency 
Magistrate of Bombay aud the mofussil, whose magisterial, revenue and political 
experience is second to none on this side; Mr. Mahädev Chimnäji A pte, a 
distinguished graduate of the University, practising as a pleader for the 
last twenty years in the High Court; Professors Tilak and Jinsiwdle; Dr. 
A. M. Kunte, M.D.; and other men of light and leading, numbering over. 
thousands. The gist of their opinions was that the matter which the Legis- 
lature intends to pose on the poopie is unjustifiable. After quoting Mr. 
Mahddev Chimnäji A’pte’s speech at the meeting, the paper observes :—Here 
are plain facts which our legislators would do well to study, ere they rushed into 
the arena of legislation and struck on its anvil doing more harm than good. It 
must not be supposed that the city of Bombay can count only Messrs. K. T. 
Telang, Chandavarkar, Bhändärkar, and a few others, as its savanés. But who 
are they? They are not representative men. They may shine in their own 
sphere, but they cannot command respect in the Hindu community, as a whole. 
hey are but a speck on the area of one small caste, the Shenvis, whereas those 
who had assembled at Madhav Bag represented every conceivable section, race, 
and caste, and we hope the men who simply parade themselves as supporters 
of the measure will not allow themselves to think that they alone constitute the 
elite of Bombay, and that those who dissent from them are either merely the scum 
of the people or sweepings of the streets, to be despised, detested or cast away. 
This is certainly neither magnanimous nor generous on the part of those who 
call themselves educated men. 


A monster meeti 
Poon 


of Shanvdér Väda, ie 
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24. The Mahrdtta (4), oS eet of the 7 . pf a nh 
7 15 ave the h t respec reverence for Mr. Hume. 
K — — — — Ou: We ate willing to follow his advice when it is reason- 
1 able and in regard to matters of which he undoubtedly 
pPossesses more knowledge than we do. We are 
to listen carefully to, and ponder thoughtfully upon, any advice comin; 
bim, however — it may be. But we have every right to judge 
for ourselves in all matters. Now, in regard to this very burning topic of the 
„N Age of Consent Bill, we think that Mr. Hume does not grasp the situ- 
ation thoroughly. The advantages of the Bill are doubtful, while there are 
chances of serious mischief. If the Government be allowed to pass the Bill 
without a protest, it would be made a ground for interference in other religious 
practices, just as we find now that the action of Government in regard to Suti 
is brought forward as an argument in favour of the present Bill. It is the 
duty of every honest well-wisher of the country and the Government to bring 
these considerations to the notice of the latter; and we have disch this 
duty conscientiously. Let our opponents attribute oe to us. n- 
able — 1 will judge whether we are dishonest or those who, knowing that 
there be religious interference, are prepared to shut their eyes to it, nay, 
to make an attempt to prove the contrary. We have often pointed out that 
we are not against the icular reform advocated. Individually, we would 
be prepared to go even further than what the Government proposes to do, but 
we are certainly not prepared to force our views upon the mass of orthodox 
— to compel them by law to accept our opinions. We have every confi- 
ence that in time most of the reforms now preached would be gradually accepted — 
by our countrymen. Already considerable progress has been made, and there is 
no reason to despair yet. We must thank our contemporary of the Hindu for 
understanding our position correctly and doing justice to us in its remarks made 
in a recent issue in an article under the heading “ English Education on Trial.” 
We assure our contemporary: that it has been ever our policy to insist upon 
reform. We have not spared to criticise the orthodox community whenever 
some of their practices demanded such treatment. 


25. The same newspaper publishes a letter from Mr. B. G. Tilak, 
in which he quotes, in reply to Dr. Bhändärkar, 
Mr, B. G. Tilak’s reply to seven texts and statements enjoining in express 
Dr. Bhéndérkar in connection terms the performance of what is called the Garbhd- 
with the Shastric aspect of dhdn ti the Gin : 
the Age of Consent Bill. a or consummation ceremony on the first course, 
and remarks :—I might go on quoting more authors, 
if I like. But these are enough to show that Dr. Bhändärkar's interpretation 
of the Parishista is a modern invention, and that all our Smrité and Prayoga 
writers clearly and expressly enjoin Garbhddhdna to be performed on the 
occasion of the first course. Of course, there are exceptions, as when the 
hushand is ill, or the first course takes place ona highly inauspicious day. 
But like all exceptions they prove the rule. Without fear of any contradiction 
I may therefore state that from the earliest times of the Sutras down to the 
present day, a period extending over not less than 2,500 years, this has been our 
Shdstra and practice. If you want to rely on it, take it as it has been and as it 
és. If not, that is a different matter altogether. I mes this will put a stop to 
all the ludicrous perversions and misinterpretations of Hindu Shästras that find 
insertion in the papers now-a-days. It is an unfortunate event that scholars 
like Mr. Justice Telang and Dr. Bhändärkar should, in the heat of a reform 
controversy, forget their proper function. They are not called upon to invent, 
but to find out what the Shastra és, and I am sorry that they should approach 
the — in such a spirit. There are hundreds of other subjects where our 
ingenuity may be better spent. x eee 


Part III. Education. 


26. The Indu Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 16th February, writes: 
Grievances of students of A. correspondent makes some ts on behalf of 


the students of the Technical 
. to be well-founded, ‘The 


Weary a 


1? 


by the Bombay Boiler — Aot,“ and yet it is a pity the holders of. 
Techies! diplomas are com = 222 a pet ag 1 
tion to 1 — under the Bombay Boiler Inspection , o hope 
this anomaly in the Government ruling will be removed, as it places the students. 
of the T Institute at a clear vantage and is “far from giving them 
a status.” Another complaint is that the new Examination Rules framed by 
the Board of the Institute give the di of the Licentiate of Mechanical 
Hagineesing only to Shcee.w o passin the fret class in three or four subjects, 
at each of the yearly examinations d the course, while the rest who pass in 
the second or pass class are made ineligible for the diploma. If the Board wish 
to raise the standard of the Technical examination very high, let them by all. 
means do it, and give the diploma only to those who pass in the first class, as 
they have ruled; but let them not at the same time consider the rest to have 
at all, when their passing is to be of no use to them. Let them rule that 

the rest. will be as 11 or if they are not willing to do that, let 
them give the second class and the pass candidates the option of trying for the 


diploma till they succeed, and in no case let them give a retrospective effect to 
this distinction they have newly made. The whole ruling, as at present made, 
appears clearly un 


air, and we hope the Board will see their way to mend it. 
Pant IV.— Municipalities. 


27. The Dnydn Prakdsh (13), in its issue of the 19th February, writes :— 

rs 1 We are inclined to think that if the Bombay Govern- 
Municipality, and ine Fon ment is really bent upon introducing radical and 
extensive changes into the administration of the 

mofussil municipalities, at least in the case of the more important of them, and 
further, if it is bent upon assimilating the municipal administration of the lead- 
ing municipalities in the mofussil with the administration in the presidency 
town of Bombay, it is hardly fair on the part of the Bombay Government to 
expect the Poona City Municipality to frame a Bill so different in principle to 
all its traditions. The Bombay Government ought in all fairness to undertake 
that responsibility on its own shoulders, and ought not to abdicate it in favour 
of even the most favoured among the mofussil municipalities. That the Poona 
City Municipality is not one of the most favoured among mofussil munici- 
palities is evident from the tone of the recent Government resolution; but even if 
it were, it would be hardly fair, we meee to call upon that municipality to 
frame a Bill to give effect to the new po icy, and that too at a month’s notice. It 
should be remembered that the Act which governs and regulates the adminis- 
tration of such leading municipalities in the mofussil as Poona, Karächi, 
Ahmedabad, Surat, &., also governs and regulates the administration of such 
petty municipalities as Alandi and Jejuri in the Poona District and similar other 
towns in other districts. It is no wonder, therefore, that the legislation which 
can be equally applicable to both the classes of municipalities named above 
must in the very nature of things be a very defective piece of legislation; and 
for such an unsatisfactory state of things the Government and the Legislature 
must alone be held responsible. Let the reader suppose for one moment that 
the same piece of legislation had governed and regulated the administration in 
the presidency town of Bombay and let him answer the question if it would 
have fulfilled the object en to be attained. It must not be sup that 
we are advocating new legislation on the lines of the Bombay City Municipal 
Act, 1888, Far from it. What we wish to emphasize is that one and the same 
iece of legislation will not answer in the case of all municipalities, and that if 
overnment should be of the same view, it is they who should frame the measure 
to give effect to the new policy. 


28. The Mahrdiia (4), in its issue of the 15th February, publishes a 

letter from Mr. M. B. Ninel, which is con- 

RN 22 e. — 3 — 191 haa ant * 

* making lump grants in the budget an 

n _ allowing the managing 4 to ook "to the 

details has obtained since 1874 ; that distinguished membera of the Civil Service, 
coy 1581—5 


, ving it 
whole is the result of the system of “ government by chief clerks.” 
letter the remarks :—This is RAO Sé4heb Nadmjoshi’s third letter 
subject of t e Government resolution censuring the Poona Municipality. 
treats of the subject of the transgression of rules. This charge is looked upon 
by Government as unpardonable, and we are glad to find that the evidence 
produced by the Réo Saheb is crushing. What is most strange is that Mr. East 
so far forgot himself that he could not recollect what he himself wrote in 1885. 
By his special pleading he has only stultified himself. None, — say, is 80 
blind as he who does not see, and Government, we are sure, would not shut 
their eyes to such glaring abuse of power. The Honourable Mr. West is, we 
understand, in charge of the Department, and if West and East only keep their 
natural positions the decision of Government cannot but be favourable to the 
municipality. | 


29. The Khdndesh Chitragupta (44), in its issue of the 15th February, 
n praises Mr. Loch, Collector of Khandesh, for having 
nota saa to ‘Dhalia aa the communicated to the Dhulia Munici ty his dis- 
local municipality. approval of their intention to spend Rs. 500: from 

municipal funds on the reception of His Excellency the 
Governor at his next visit to that town, and observes that the ratepayers are 
highly obliged to the Collector for his action in the matter. The members of 
the Dhulia Municipality, adds the paper, have since raised private subscriptions 
for the purpose. 


80. The Ndstk Vritt (50), in its issue of the 14th Feb , considers the 
ue sum of Rs. 350 sanctioned by the Näsik Munici- 
0 nt te Nl e de pality for the reception of His Excellency the Gov- 
local municipality. ernor at his approaching visit to be very large, says 

that it does not understand under what section of 
the Municipal Act the municipality could * . on such an object, and 
asks whether there is no one to question the legality of such proceedings. 

$1. The Suryd Prakdeh (88), in its issue of the 14th February, regrets. 

that the municipal authorities at Surat should not. 


A ion to the muni- have, after the lesson of the great conflagration of 1889 
cipal authorities, Surat, to ascertained the real cause of Re tenet fires in the city, 


prevent storing of combus- 


iblee in the city. and says that last week a stable situated behind the muni- 
: cipal office was on fire, and would have caused serious 


“ 


ö 


damage to the neighbouring buildings if expeditious measures had not been adopt- 
ed to extinguish it. The paper requests the municipality to keep strict watch on 
the stables and see that more than the authorised quantity of grass is not stored 


9 and to prohibit storing large quantities of cotton within the city 
“4 | 


Part V.—Native States. 


82. In alluding to the visit of His Highness the Gdikwér 


Exaction of forcedlabouria | 
the Baroda State. 


plains that several men and women, among whom there were some 


Bombay, 
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INDEX. 


(For the week ending Met February 1891.) 


Qa 


Past 1.—Politics and the Publie Administration— 


India Councils Bill: Expression of satisfaction at Lord Cross’s — 
Indian Fagtories Act: 
Early enactment of an amended — prayed for 
The desire of Manchester manufactarers to curtail the working 
hours in Indian mills disapproved se 
The limits of the working hours of children i in Indian mills should 
be fixed as suggested by the Indian Factory Commission 
and not as recommended by the Berlin Labour Conference... 
Leave to high officials in India: Lord Cross's Bill for — disapproved ... 
Postal matters : 
A complaint against the Postal Department 
Price of overland post cards , * 


Part II. Legislation — 


Age of Consent Bill: 
A monster meeting held at Poona to Ar E. against the — 
Approval of the proceedings at the Madhav meeti rr 
A recommendation to remove au snomaly in 42 Penal Code for the 


unishment of what cannot — be called “rape” as 
tween husband and wife * 


Disapproval of the— 

The Guardia... ‘ai 
The Kaside Mumbai oes 
The Kathiawar Times coe 

Disapproval of the — , and its withdrawal or amendment in the direc- 
tions pointed ont, recommended “ 

— alleged to be resorted to by the opponents of 
t 22 eee 

Mr. B. G. Tilak’s repl to Dr. Bhandérkar in connection with - 
Shastric aspect o ie 405 a eee 

Necessity for ng the — in spite of the strong opposition to it: 

. Whe Indus Spectator ae . 
The Subodh Patria 1 

Reasons why the Mahratia is 2 to tho * vai 

The Madhav Bag meeting run down * 

The Madhav Bag meeting considered a success, and the objections 
embodied in the memorial adopted there considered reasonable. 

The Mädhav meeting and its detractors eas * 

The — does not mterfere with Hindu religion * 

Twelve years’ limit of the age of consent disapproved and that of 
4 — lg more humane if religious oonsiderations are 
to 

Various 1 — made in connection with the age of consent and 
the probable result if all of them were acted upon... 


Par III. Education— 


Victoria Technical Institute, Bombay: Grievances of students of the — . 
Part IV.—Municipalities— 
Dhulia : — Excellency the Governor’s visit to — and the local muni- 
Näsik n 1 Excellency the Governor’s visit to — and the local munici- 
pa ty eee ee8 eee eee eee ee6 


Poona: — 
Government and the— Municipality “ 


Réo Séheb Namjoshi on the overnment resolution about the — 
iy ane * 


suggestioa the munici euthoritce . to prevent 
W HA * 


Baroda: Exaction of forced labour in the — State is 
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[CONFIDENTIAL.} 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BRRA R, FOR THE 
WEEK ENDING 2lst FEBRUARY 1891. 


List of Newspapers published in Berdr. 


, Number 
No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. dition. of oopies 
issued. 
Axero-Mana tal. 
1 he Pramod Sindhn ... eee . Umrdwati (Amrdoti)..| Weekly .. | 300 
2 „ Vaidarbh.. oe die ...| Akola... „„ „ 
3 „ Varhäd (Berär) Samachar „„ „„ 280 
Mara’ ral. i ) 
4 | The Shetakari ... sie ie „ Umrdwati (Amrdoti).., Monthly ...; 400 
5 „ Shuddha Varhädi. . * ...| Akola...  ...| Weekly. 350 
6 „ Suryakänt se ...| Ellichpar veel | — 1 150 


* 


The Vaidarbh (2), in its issue of the 14th February, writes: —In matters 
of temperance orthodox Hindus have been in the habit 

Treatment of the British of accusing the Government of not coming to their 
Government as — gt assistance by not placing sufficient restrictions on the 
the Age of Consent’ Bill d ™manufactureand saleof liquor. Now, why should this 
approved. assistance be asked Why should not very thing be 
left to the spread of education or to the influence of 

Hindu religion? Those who say that Government should have nothing to do with 
raising the age of consent in the case of marriage should remember that thereby 
they incapacitate themselves from asking the aid of Government on the subject 
of temperance. The thing is, people forget that it is unreasonable to treat 
the British Government as foreign. It is their own Government and it is their 
right to ask, as it is the duty of the Government to give, assistance to them in 
all matters, including religion, which affect their well-being. We cannot 
regard as reasonable the attitude of those who oppose the Bill on the undisclosed 
ground that it is the act of a foreign Government. These people are guided 
more by their feelings than by their reason. If the Hindus have any sense of 
gratitude (and we have no doubt they have plenty of it), they should feel 
utmost gratitude for the of Consent Bill, which is the result of the most 
benevolent and prudent motives—a measure which apparently confers no benefit 
whatever upon the Europeans, but is calculated to do immense good to the 


Hindus. 


G. M. SA'THP’, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
23rd February 1891. 
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No. 9 or 1801. 


REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THB BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 
For the Week ending 28th February 1891. 


List of Newspapers and Periodicals. 


* 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. | 


Ene isu. 
The Bombay East Indian 
Indian 


Mahrétta ... 
Phenix ... én ‘i 


Quarterly Journa) of the Poons Sérva- 


J 
Janik Saba 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 


f 


ff 


1 


f 


f 
999999 


: 
82888328 888 
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SPPPPEPPPSTE 


SSeses|escsVesssSSrSersssxrsersese 


mESssesessrsxrsstsersssssess 


Pune Sarvajanik 8. bieden ” Mésik 


or Bhushans 3 


a Shodhak che 


N ee 


Shubb Su 

Sudhdkar 

Sumant and Satya Sudha : 
Suryodayé... . 


Vritt Sudha ni i 
Vyuaͤpärottejaaxkk 
Aero -GUi ARA TI. 


The Din Mani 
Dn Sudha... 
b te — - Darpan ... 
oe arat Mitra 

Hitechehhu sun 
Kaiser-i-Hind ... 
Rast Goftér 8 
Surat Akhb är 
Suryi Prakdsh ... 


81 
82 
88 
Sa 
8 
86 
87 
85 
89 
80 


SIA TI. 
The Ahmedabad Times 
Ajab : 


82888382882 


amahed 
Kaira Khetiwddi Patra .. oe 
Kaira Vartamdn 


ee 


bai 


137 


140 
141 


146 


155 


156 


187 
178 
159 


160 
161 
162 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heada 


Anoto-K a’ NARESE. 


The Kannada Suvarte... me 
K's ARESE. 
: Sadia Patel 505 


0 Lok Bandùu 
„ Rasik Ranjini ... ... 
5 


Man TI AND Ka’NARESB. 


The Shri Siddheshvar * 


Axel o- Undo. 
The Mahomedan Herald. 


Urpv. 


The Akhbäre Ratan Prakdsh * 


„ Obharkhäri Akhbér one 

„ Dhär State Gasette 

„ Eh- i- hamul — Jhowra .. 
„ Gwalior Gazette .. ace 

„ vouhar ... vik 

„ Kushful Akhbér... 


PrERsian. 
The Iklil 5 . * 


Ew@uisH, Mara'tH! Au D Hiunt. 


The Pandit ne eee eee 


Enauise, Mara'tuH! and GusaRa‘tI. 


The Baroda Vatsaall ie 
SINDI- 


The Mdéawin-i-Majma-i-Mahammadi 


„ Muin-ul-Isldm ...0 an 
„ Sind Sudhär me. 


ANGLO-PORTUGUESE. 


O Anglo- Lusitano 
O Portugues Britannioo see 


The Horas Vagas ass ts 


which ave printed in italics. 


B, The names of Newspapers 
e 


one Spell 


or d) is 
never 


Lint ofthe Bow Presid j — 
word, ae et fat out pn Bmp etek) 


eo? 


— bag By See ag! 


ees 


are printed in the body of the Report in italics, and the number of the News. 


5 
88888881288 if 


8 8 


in the 
. 


Panr L—Politics and the me's Adminietration. 


1. In alluding to the re-introduction into the 
sent Cobia ilies Cami ee sens Comme 


Bill in the House of 


et ton ours By her 

and advocate 

2 e : 
little chance of securing success to his side Liberal party 

musters in 8 oe ee motion. If the Liberals show 


N in Parliament to the degree and extent the 
Houses, then alone can we have some hope of : 


2. Ta alluding to. satoment in g recent issue of the Pioneer, about pres- 
eng ut on the Government of India by the 
‘ Te ee eon — of State for India for passing an amended 
ä ů Indian Factory Act in the face of the report of the 
Indian Factory Commission, the Bombay Samdchdr (95), 
in its issue of the 25th February, says :— that the report of the Factory 
Commission has proved disappointing to the textile manufacturers of Manchester, 
Mr. Maclean has made extracts from the evidence recorded before the Commis- 
— that would favour his advocacy of a motion in the House of Commons recom- 
that a new Factory Act be passed for the wor hours in 
the Indian cotton factories and assimilating the gen condition o 
hands in India to that of English workmen on the lines of the Engli 
Act. It has ever been the desire of a small portion of the E 
harshly and unjustly towards the countries in political de 
and this selfishness is much developed in the character of the Manchester cotton. 
manufacturers, who have in their exclusive interests got the *.— import duties 
on Europe cotton goods 8 abolished, and brought to bear undue. on Indian 
cotton manufactories which have become their competitors in the world’s market 
for textile goods. Unfortunately for India these selfish cotton manufacturers 
command such powerful influence that the English trembles before them, 
and this spectacte hes ereated s very low opinion of the Ministry in the minds of 
— ‘amt Jamshed (109), in its issue of the 23rd 2 
expresses 


8. The P (5); * : issue of the 18th February, writes:—It is satis- 
IA, Riga etn An,, 
| The r on His Excel- tion upon the present Governor of Bombay. 
44 of the Bombay 1 1 edit difficult to thon two successive Governors, and 
dency. His Excellency Lord Harris owes his certificate of 

scene reaction as to his own merits. 
The Allahabad paper had not much love for Lord Reay; it was even unneces- 
sarily demonstrative almost te frensy. Lord Harris came in after the fit was over. 
He was a Conservative; that was a r He was a great cricketer, 
another of Fate. uisite for a ruler * men, and, on the whole, he followed 
the policy Ail this hae r 
reticent, the Allahabad has 

Jr. 2 bas not 


marked by any measures of reform, it has neither been disfigured by any mis- 
chievous ure, and that in itself is a great thing. But as the present 
Governor himself is rather undemonstrative and inclined to be reticent, the wisest 
eourse’is to suspend judgment until his administration draws to a close. 


4. The Bast Goftdr (88), in its issue of the 22nd February, writes:—A 


of 
ppointment of the Réje the Honourable Ali as_ Native 
2 — —— cae Seen na Member for the North-West Provinces in the Imperi 


in .the Imperial Legislative 
Council disapproved. 


Legislative Council. Who is this Réjaof Bhinga? Is 
he the same person whose name was freely mentioned at 

the time of the Allahabad Congress ? all that has 
been said of him be true, he will be little better than a dummy in the Vi . 
Council. The practice of selecting members for the Imperial Council from far 
and near is excellent; but unless we are sadly mistaken, the Raja of Bhinga’s 
elevation to the Council is far-fetched and worth little. We said once that the 
days of dummies were over. We may, perhaps, now modify this assertion a 
little by saying that the days of dummies are — over, but not altogether. 


5. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 26th February, writes :— 
3 a This year’s list of Justices of the Peace is unsatis- 
. factory and very carelessly drawn up. While several 
4 children of wealth, hardly out of their teens, have 
somehow or other managed to get in, the names of 
gentlemen who by their intellectual attainments have made a position for them- 
selves in this city, are missing. We may mention only one name, and that is 
of Rao Säheb Vadsudev Jagannäth Kirtikar, one of our veteran High Court 
Pleaders. Then, again, while the name of Mr. G. V. Karkare is struck off, pre- 
sumably on account of his no longer being. a resident of this city, we find those 
of Khän Bahddur Kazi Shäbudin, Rao Bahddurs Barve and Räste retained. 
Strange to say, we come across Dr. Wordsworth also : 


6. In noticing the letter from the Government of Bombay to the Munici- 
ity of Bombay, asking what pecuniary aid the 
Government ought not to Corporation is corneas to give to the proposed Trades 
expect pecuniary help from Museum at the Presidency town, the Bombay Samdchdr 
* Municipal Corporation, (95), in its issue of the 23rd February, remarks that it 

mbay, in aid of the pro- . ‘ : Ar 
es Museum at the is not right for Government to expect any pecuniary 
— 4 — help from the Corporation, which is itself in lack of 
funds for furthering sanitary and other improvements 

of which the town is in sad need. 0 


7. The Pratod (58), in its issue of the 28rd February, says: — If Govern · 
ment enquire of Assistant and 1 Collectors, they 

Remarks in connectionwith will see how unwilling the Revenue officers are 
the 1 — gh vom oy to do the work of hearing appeals: t the income- 
pads ad tax assessment in addition to their other duties of 
a more important character. The average number of 

these appeals is about 200 for each taluka, which is disposed of in ten or at 
the most twelve hours. We have often seen that they do not take on an average 
more than two minutes for hearing and disposing of an appeal. The hearing of 
appeals is thus simply a farce and it is much to be regretted that it has been 
constantly enacted ever since the introduction of the tax in spiteof loud com- 
pisos from the people. Another anomaly in this connection is that the 
Mamlatdärs, being overworked, entrust the work of assessment to Bhdg Kurkune, 
who in their turn get it done by vi officers, and the Mämlatdärs have little 
time to see whether the schedules filled in by these Kärkuns are correct. 
‘Besides, both the officers who assess the tax and those who hear appeals belong to 
the Revenue Department, and the latter are naturally generally disposed to 
confirm what is done by other officers of the same Department. In order to 
-pemedy the oppressive incidence of the tax, Government should ‘appoint for a 
‘few months of the year a special officer to hear ls of two or three télukas, 
a8 ! by a Divisional Commissioner in his ‘Administration Report for 
18 instead of eaddling the already over-burdened Revenue officers with this 


* 1 


| 7 ypc uent 
. and Vaid abies 0 tas 
A com | 

wna st and 

n been encouraged in their nefarious practices by the 
gee 1 recent acquittal by the Sessions Court, for . of 
sufficient evidence, of the accused in one or two murder cases. To show how 
bold the robbers have lately become, the paper refers to a burglary committed by 
breaking open a shop situated very near the quarters occupied at A’shta by 
the Assistant Collector, the Mämlatdär, the Police Superintendent, the Police 
Inspector and some Police subordinate officers and constables; and considers it 
a fortunate circumstance that Rao Siheb Pendse, a First Class Magistrate, is at- 
present the Mämlatdär of the Taluka, who, the paper feels sure, will not allow the 
eeling of insecurity to grow to that extent tb which it rose this time last year. 


Parr II.— Legislation. 


10. The Daydn Prakdeh (13), in its issue of the 23rd February, writes: 
| It is, we believe, now abundantly clear that the Age of 
4 Certain amendments in the Consent Bill cannot be passed as it stands, and that it 
dered Social will have to be materially modified. The sooner this 

fact is recognized the better will it be for all interested 


in the progressive development of the country, It is to be greatly deplored that 
the controversy on the subject was allowed to assume a religious aspect, and 
that gentlemen learned in the Shästras should have arrayed themselves on one 
side or other: one set maintaining that there are express texts in the Shästras 
ordaining the performance of the (arbhddhdna ceremony immediately after the 
attainment of a certain well-known physical condition, and the other set main- 
taining the contrary with equal fervor and pertinacity. Weare inclined to 
think that this controversy, as being more or less of an academic character, has 
no practical bearing on the question now raised, and that therefore the Legis- 
lature should not allow itself to be guided by it. The Legislature has no means 
at its disposal to test the soundness or otherwise of the two rival theories. 
Under these circumstances the Legislature can surely afford to ignore the con- 
troversy altogether and to upon known facts. The intentions of the 
Government of India in framing the present measure cannot for a moment be 
questioned. The object sought to be attained is, no doubt, extremely laudable 
and ought to commend itself to.all right-minded men. That object is to dis- 
courage the practice of premature sexual intercourse and premature consumma- 
tion of marriage. As regards the practice of premature sexual intercourse, as 
exemplified in rearing up young girls for a life wall poses there is Jr 
agreement that the Legislature may fix any natural or arbitrary age limit. As 
regards the other ice, namely, of premenstrual consummation of marriage, 
it is also agreed to by those Who are opposing the present measure on the ground 
of religion, that the practice is sinful and is discouraged by the Shästras. They 
— 1 N r mer ging the oat “Ss 8 ** 
al condition by a girl. is obligatory on the husband t orm 
Garbhddadeo : ud to consummate the marriage. It is contended that 


ceremony, a 
five or six per cent. of the Indian girls, n r do attain pubert 
before they have commen their twelfth year, and that in 
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marked by any measures of reform, it has neither been disfigured by any mis. 
chievous measure, and that in itself is a great thing. But as the present 
Governor himself is rather undemonstrative and inclined to be reticent, the wisest 
eourse is to suspend judgment until his administration draws to a close. 


4. The Rdst Goftdr (88), in its issue of the 22nd February, writes :— 
telegram says that the Raja of Bhinga will suc 
1 of the Räja the Honourable Mahomed Ali an as Native 
2 Forth. won eee Member for the North-West Provinces in the Imperial 
inces : . : : 3 4 
in the Imperial Legislative Legislative Council. Who is this RAja of Bhinga? Is 
Council disapproved. he the same person whose name was freely mentioned at 
the time of the Allahabad Congress? If all that has 
been said of him be true, he will be little better than a dummy in the Viceroy's 
Council. The practice of selecting members for the Imperial Council from far 
and near is excellent; but unless we are sadly mistaken, the Räja of Bhinga's 
elevation to the Council is far-fetched and worth little. We said once that the 
days of dummies were over. We may, perhaps, now modify this assertion a 
little by saying that the days of dummies are almost over, but not altogether. 


5. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 26th February, writes :— 
8 f is year's list of Justices of the Peace is unsatis- 
This year's list of Justices factory and very carelessly drawn up. While several 
of the Peace in Bombay con- a a 
sidered unsatisfactory. children of wealth, hardly out of their teens, have 
somehow or other managed to get in, the names of 
gentlemen who by their intellectual attainments have made a position for them- 
selves in this city, are missing. We may mention only one name, and that is 
of Réo Säheb Väsudev Jagannath Kirtikar, one of our veteran High Court 
Pleaders. Then, again, while the name of Mr. G. V. Karkare is struck off, pre- 
sumably on account of his no longer being a resident of this city, we find those 
of Khän Bahddur Kazi Shäbudin, Rao Bahddurs Barve and Räste retained. 
Strange to say, we come across Dr. Wordsworth also 


6. In noticing the letter from the Government of Bombay to the Munici- 

ä d pality of Bombay, asking what pecuniary aid the 

Government ought not to Corporation is prepared to give to the proposed Trades 

expect pecuniary help from Museum at the Presidency town, the Bombay Samdchir 

— Municipal Corporation, (95), in its issue of the 23rd February, remarks that it 
mbay, in aid of the pro- a “ies 

ed Trades Museum at the 28 not right for Government to expect any pecuniary 

2 help from the Corporation, which is itself in lack of 

funds for furthering sanitary and other improvements 

of which the town is in sad need. 


7. The Pratod (58), in its issue of the 28rd February, says: — If Govern- 
ment enquire of Assistant and Deputy Collectors, they 
Remarks in connectionwith will see how unwilling the Revenue officers are 
— 1 „ es ag a to do the work of hearing appeals against the income- 
pea Pg tax assessment in addition to their other duties of 
a more important character. The average number of 
these appeals is about 200 for each täluka, which is disposed of in ten or at 
the most twelve hours. We have often seen that they do not take on an average 
more than two minutes for hearing and disposing of an appeal. The hearing of 
appeals is thus simply a farce and it is much to be regretted that it has been 
constantly enacted ever since the introduction of the tax in spite of loud oom- 
ints from the people. Another anomaly in this connection is that the 
amlatdärs, being overworked, entrust the work of assessment to Bhdg Kdrkune, 
who in their turn get it done by village officers, and the Mämlatdärs have little 
time to see whether the schedules filled in by these Kärkuns are correct. 
‘Besides, both the officers who assess the tax and those who hear _— belong to 
the Revenue Department, and the latter are naturally generally disposed to 
confirm what is done by other officers of the same Department. In order to 
remedy the 8 incidence of the tax, Government should appoint for a 
few months of the year a special officer to hear appeals of two or three télukas, 
as 9 by a Divisional Commissioner in his Administration Report for 
1889-90, instead of aaddling the already over-burdened Revenue officers with this 
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8. The Rasik Ranjani (140), in its issue of the 19th February, says that 

i in most of the villages of the Navalgu d Taluka and 

| Failure 3 Oherwér Dis. Nargund Petha in the Dhärwär District there has been 
— n an almost complete failure of crops for want of timely 
rainfall last year; that the rayats are too r to 

rovide for themselves and their cattle until the next harvest ; and that the District 
Follector should under such circumstances grant remission of land assessment to 
them with the previous sanction of his superiors. } 


9. The Pratod (58), in its issue of the 23rd February, complains of frequent 
cases of incendiarism and theft and consequent in- 
A com oy about in- security of life and property in the V4lva Tätuka of the 
security of vg pro — Satara District, and says that offenders seem to have 
Sitire District. been encouraged in their nefarious practices by the 
recent acquittal by the Sessions Court, for want of 
sufficient evidence, of the accused in one or two murder cases. To show how 
bold the robbers have lately become, the paper refers to a burglary committed by 
breaking open a shop situated very near the quarters occupied at A’shta by 
the Assistant Collector, the Mämlatdär, the Police Superintendent, the Police 
Inspector and some Police subordinate officers and constables; and considers it 
a fortunate circumstance that Rao Saheb Pendse, a First Class Magistrate, is at- 
present the Mémlatdér of the Taluka, who, the paper feels sure, will not allow the 
feeling of insecurity to grow to that extent to which it rose this time last year. 


Parr II. Legislation. 


10. The Duydn Prakdsh (13), in its issue of the 23rd February, writes :— 

i It is, we believe, now abundantly clear that the Age of 

4 Certain amendments in the Consent Bill cannot be passed as it stands, and that it 
r+ ath pale will have to be materially modified. The sooner this 
fact is recognized the better will it be for all interested 

in the progressive development of the country. It is to be greatly deplored that 
the controversy on the subject was allowed to assume a religious aspect, and 
that gentlemen learned in the Shästras should have arrayed themselves on one 
side or other: one set maintaining that there are express texts in the Shästras 
ordaining the performance of the Garbhddhdna ceremony immediately after the 
attainment of a certain well-known physical condition, and the other set main- 
taining the contrary with equal fervor and pertinacity. Weare inclined to 
think that this controversy, as being more or less of an academic character, has 
no practical bearing on the question now raised, and that therefore the Legis- 
lature should not allow itself to be guided by it. The Legislature has no means 
at its disposal to test the soundness or otherwise of the two rival theories. 
Under these circumstances the islature can surely afford to ignore the con- 
troversy altogether and to proceed upon known facts. The intentions of the 
Government of India in framing the present measure cannot for a moment be 
questioned. The object sought to be attained is, no doubt, extremely laudable 
and ought to commend itself to all right-minded men. That object is to dis- 
courage the practice of premature sexual intercourse and premature consumma- 
tion of marriage. As regards the practice of premature sexual intercourse, as 
exemplified in rearing up young girls for a life of prostitution, there is a general 
agreement that the Legislature may fix any natural or arbitrary age limit. As 
the other practice, namely, of premenstrual consummation of marriage, 

it is also agreed to by those who are opposing the present measure on the ground 
of religion, that the practice is sinful and is discouraged by the Shästras. They 
maintain, however, that soon after the attainment of a certain well-known 
physical condition by a girl-wife, it is obligatory on the husband to perform the 
Garbhddhdna ceremony aud to consummate the marriage. It is contended that 
five or six per cent. of the Indian girls, especially in Bengal, do attain puberty 
before they have completed their twelfth year, and that in their case it would 
be a serious hardship if the present measure were passed into law. It is also 
— @ontended that the majority of the Indian girls attain puberty when they 
have completed their. th or fourteenth year. It will be thus seen that, 


Assuming for the sake of argument that the proposed law will prove oppressive 


8 
in practice at 


six cent. gi regards — it will 
produce, er fs at any produce, precisely the opposite result, 
t is eminently calculated by implication and inference to encourage Indian 
husbands to consummate the marriage soon after their girl-wives shall 
have completed their twelfth year even though they may not have attained 
puberty, under the belief that it would be safe and legal todo so. We are 
inclined to think that all right-minded men will deprecate such a result. If 
legislation is at all calculated to effect the desired end in such matters, either by 
ita deterrent ties or by its educative influence, but more especially by the 
latter, it w be better, we venture to think, to inculcate the doctrine that it 
is both unsafe and reprehensible to consummate marriage before the wife attains 
a certain well-known physical condition. Thus the largest good of the 
number will be secured. By making pre-menstrual consummation of marriage 
a penal offence, the Legislature will be able to afford legal protection to all im- 
mature girls against sexual violence, while by the proposed measure such | 
mt ay will be afforded not to all immature girls, but only to those who may 
undertwelve. The amendment we therefore propose is that instead of amend- 
ing Section 375 in the way proposed, it should be left as it stands now, and another 
section should be added to the Indian Penal Code, making it a penal offence for 
the husband to have sexual intercourse with his wife before she attains puberty. 
As in the case of the offences mentioned in Section 497 (adultery with a 
married woman) and Section 498 (enticing or taking away or detaining with 
a criminal intent a married woman), the Courts should be debarred from taki 
cognizance of the new offence, unless the prosecution is instituted by the gir 
herself or by her natural and legal guardians on the parents’ side, or in the 
absence of the latter by the State in its capacity as the guardian of all orphans. 
The offences mentioned in Sections 497 and 498 are admittedly serious offences 
against public morality, perhaps more serious than the proposed offence, 
and yet the Legislature has not reserved to the State as the guardian of public 
morality the nght of instituting a prosecution in respect of the said offences. 


Similarly we see no adequate reason for reserving to the State in respect 
of the new offence of pre-menstrual consummation of marriage any right 
to institute a prosecution against the offending husband except under the 
particular circumstances we have defined above; while as regards officious 
neighbours and others we see no reason whatever for giving them the right to 
institute such 8 The only question that now remains to be dealt 


with is about the penalty that should be fixed for the offence. As regards this 
question there are several circumstances which, in our opinion, deserve to be 
taken into serious consideration. It should be remembered that it is impossible to 
imagine a case worse than that of the unfortunate girl-wife, Phulmani Dasi, 
who died on the 16th June 1890 from injuries received on the previous night as 
the result of sexual intercourse with her husband, Hari Mo Maiti. Ifa 
learned Judge of the known ability of Mr. Justice Wilson considered the offence 
adequately 2 with only one year's rigorous imprisonment, and if the 
State, which was prosecutor in the case, saw no reason to move the Appellate 
Court for enhancement of the sentence, which course we believe it was competent 
to it to follow if it had considered the penalty awarded very inadequate, we are 
inclined to think that the offence under the pro section would be adequately 
punished if the accused on conviction were liable to only one year’s imprison- 
ment of either description or to fine or both. 


11. The Pi (5), in its issue of the 18th February, writes :—It requires 
. —— — self-denial to om aE any notice 8 
. , controvers ing round this measure, nor would i 
F A e extraordinary display of 
feeling which it has called forth. It is no — — 
tion to say that there is not a single Indian newspaper which does not devote 
a on of its space to this measure. Both sections of the press are al- 
most wholly taken up oy it. Letters of portentous length for and against the 
Bill continue to a n almost all daily papers, and leading articles are devoted 
to the same subject. A most important lesson to be learnt from this 72 
is the extraordinary and almost inoredible growth of public opinion in this 
country. It has become a force to be reckoned with, a vitality to be recognised, 


indeed, has this agitation been organised, that it seems wonderful that 
pot 8 was overlooked when the measure was introduced. The Govern- 
‘ment have gone about very cautiously, and yet it seems that the depth of epg 
feeling was not properly sounded before the Bill was brought forw. nd in Council. 
This is evident from the fact that even after its introduction Government have 
asked for the opinions of a large number of leading Indian gentlemen through- 
‘out the country. This is rather an unusual course to follow, and shows the 
raiseworthy pee of the Government to avoid giving a severe shock to popu- 
tt feeling if possible. Extensive and, as it then appeared, exhaustive inquiries 
were e 2 was under contemplation to raise the age of consent by 
legislation, and the great consensus of medical as well as official opinion was 
found to be in favour of such a measure. The one opinion that was not con- 
‘sulted is popular opinion and this is now making itself felt in a rather formid- 
able manner. Even those who were disposed to differ from Sir Romesh Chunder 
Mitter, or even to sneer at his shallow gloss of civilization, will be bound to 
admit that he was the first to recognise and boldly to ask the Government to 
recognise the existence of an opposition which would have to be reckoned with. 
We are very far from saying that opposition of this kind is necessarily to be 
yielded to. It is the duty of the Legislature to face opposition as much as to 
court approval. Popular feeling is not always the right feeling. Custom 
sanctions evils which only the strong hand of the Legislature can remove. But 
it is one thing to be aware of opposition and to prepare to meet it; but to be sur- 
prised by fierce opposition where much opposition was not expected, is a different 
thing. It is no use concealing that this is what has happened. It may be that 
the demonstration is spurious, that the excitement is unreasonable, and the 
alarm unfounded. But it is always difficult to judge of the spontaneity of 
popular agitation. If you apply the est to one kind of agitation, you must 
also apply it to another. If, therefore, the opposition to the measure is set 
down as artificial, the difficulty remains as before, because a fact must be 
recognised, and the fact that the opposition appears to be far more formid- 
able than was at first supposed cannot be denied. The only regret is that 
the Government are not given sufficient credit not only for good intentions, 
which would be doubtful praise, but for their earnest desire to respect religion 
and custom as far as consistent with the absolute need for dealing with an evil. 
It is not at the instance of a solitary social reformer, or the desire of an English 
Committee, that this measure has been brought forward. There is a large body 
of local Indian opinion entirely in favour of the measure. Those who hold this 
Opinion may be in a minority, but a movement of reform is never set on foot 
except by a minority. But this minority includes several names respected 
throughout the country, men whose learning, respect for their own religion, and 
whose exemplary lives are beyond question. Men by no means of the ultra- 
Radical type, but sober, cautious men, thoroughly conservative in their ways 
of thinking, have cordially approved of the measure. Government had this 
important fact before them when they decided to amend their own law, and not 
the ancient law of the country. But they are prepared to meet their adversaries 
further, and with this object have called for additional independent opinion. 
One of these is that of Mr. Manmohan Ghose, whom even the Pioneer admits 
to be “certainly one of the ablest lawers of Calcutta,” who has published a note 
in response to an invitation from the Government of Bengal and the request of 
several friends. Mr. Ghose’s note is a very important contribution to the dis- 
cussion. He is very far from an orthodox Hindu, and holds a very stro 
opinion against child-marriage. Mr. Ghose's note, as distinguished from the 
writings of Mr. Telang, Dr. Bhändärkar and others, is devoted mainly to the 
consideration of the legal aspects of the measure, and is, therefore, specially 
valuable. The measure is an amendment of the criminal law, and will have 
Special reference to Bengal, as is now only too evident, and Mr. Ghose knows 
more about criminal trials in Bengal than perhaps any other lawyer. An 
* disclosure which Mr. Ghose makes relates to the difference which 
il be created between the English and the Indian law if the Bill is 
asit stands. We remember that in a leaflet which was the origin of this 
measure it was pointed out that the Indian law, as compared with the English, 
was quite inadequate for the a of girls. Mr. Ghose points out 
that now the anomaly will be other way, anda husband in ia may 
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be very much more severely than a stranger in England, and it i, 
n to say that on Wen d Naser whould be more e “tim 
from a husband. Mr. Ghose, who argues out his case with ery Oe 
approves of the measure chiefly Al an 
remedy for the evils which undoubtedly exist,“ and is not worth ote 
much tion. He proposes that instead of making a futile penal law, the Gov. 
ernment should strike at the root of the evil by making the ble age for 
twelve and imposing a civil disability. The opposition to such a 2 
gays, will not be greater than what it is to the present measure, while the real 
benefit and reform that would attend the fixing of a minimum marriageable 
age would be certainly great. This declaration of opinion, we are informed, has 
met with very severe opposition, and perhaps a storm of indignation is brewing. 
There are many who think with Mr. Ghose, but we are afraid that his proposa) 
is beyond the limits of practical consideration. The question is, how far Gov. 
ernment can go without endangering their prestige and their declared policy 
of religious tolerance. Marri is not a civil contract among Hindus and 
cannot be made such by the islature; and to impose a disability upon a 
sacramental rite would not be an indiréct but a direct interference with religion, 
This is felt by those who would otherwise be glad to see the marriageable age 
raised, but they are convinced that it is beyond the province of the Legislature, 
The proposal of Mr. Ghose cannot be accepted by Government without the 
serious risk of losing the support of the influential minority which is now sup- 
porting it, and without causing widespread alarm and discontent. The caution 
with which Government are p ing in this instance may be regarded as a 
guarantee that they will not undertake a measure, however desirable, which 
must assume a revolutionary character. | | 


12. The Gujardts (84), in its issue of the 22nd February, writes :—The present 
5 * agitation on the Age of Consent Bill has done good 80 
33 cn cent Act, far as it has acquainted people with the object of the 
i: timc, vee amendment, but there is a very large portion 
: of the Hindu community which is as yet left entirely 
untouched by what is going on throughout the country. We would, therefore, 
ask Government to postpone the operation of the Act for at least six months and 
to adopt measures for spreading a knowledge of its provisions in the districts by 
asking Mämlatdärs, school-masters and headmen of castes to convene meetings 
for the purpose. Some of the out-and-out advocates of the Bill have attempted ' 
to minimise the difficulties surrounding the question of determming whether a 
girl has in any particular instance attained the age of twelve. Among the lower 
classes the difficulty is a very serious one, and in this opinion we shall be su 
ported by every professional man who has the least experience of the people in 
the Mofussil. It, therefore, behoves Government to improve and widen the 
present system of registration of births. The necessity for this reform once more 
clearly shows how social and administrative reforms are inter-dependent upon 
each other, and as Government professes to be guided by considerations of 
humanity and justice in legislating for the rr of immature girls, it 
cannot in consistency honestly postpone the reform of the Legislative Councils, 
the police organization and the system of registration. It is scarcely reasonable 
to expect 250 millions of people to accept a legislative measure concerning their 
domestic arrangements in an uncomplaining manner, when they are represented 
by only ¢hree Native members in the Council. Anything more preposterous can 
hardly be — — and our Anglo-Indian critics will now see that the Congress 


programme is Mot after all such an unmeaning and unsubstantial thing as they 
are often inclined to treat it. 


18. The Mahrdita (4), in its issue of the 22nd February, writes :—‘* What 
e a ae will be the fate of the Age I ee Bill?“ is a 

| . > very pertinent question to ask. at this time and it is 
tion to the Age of Consent act very easy to reply to it. The memorials that are 
being adopted every day in the different towns of the 


Empire differ from each other in many particulars, but they all agree in one 
point, vie. that the proposed legislation will interfere with the social and religious 
— of the people — be they Hindus or Mahomedana, The Viceroy and 
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Members of his Council, except the Honourable Mr. Nulkar, gave the country 
to understand that the Government of India, as at present advised,” thought 
the proposed amendment of Section 875 of the Indian Penal Code involved no 
direct or indirect violation of religious or social practices of any section of Her 
Majesty’s subjects, and it was on this understanding that this legislation was 
os oars Aa The ground under their feet has, however, been out and it is impos- 
gible that the Bill can now stand. The Viceroy and his colleagues must have by 
this time clearly seen that the handful of well-meaning but all the same mis- 
guided reformers were misleading the Government of India into a da 
position and the sooner they declare their convictions the better will it be for 
them. Poona, 10 say, is nothing if not original, and the proceedings of the 
public meeting of y last most unmistakeably show that this historical cit 
still continues to enjoy its position of being the leading town of the Deccan. It 
has during the last half a century and more been the centre not only of political 
activities, but of social, educational and commercial activities also. The powerful 
and timely protest of the people of Poona saved the Mardtha State of 
Baroda. e telling letters about the Deccan Famine brought to light the 
terrible mortality that prevailed and shamed Government into taking prompt 
and vigorous action. The iniquity involved in the Mdmlatdars’ Indemnity 
Bill was fully exposed and this city claims the credit of it, and we are proud 
to say that if any deadly blow from this part of the country has yet been 
struck at the Age of Consent Bill, it is due to this city and to the grand 
meeting of Sunday last. After giving summary of the speeches of other 
speakers at the meeting the paper says :—Dr. Ganesh Krishna Garde, a graduate 
of the University, a man of wide experience, sound learning and extensive 
practice, agreed in holding that the present Bill, if passed, would encourage the 
rapacious tendency in lustful husbands and cases of earlier cohabitation would 
increase rather than decrease. He advocated that if any test must be prescribed 
by legislation, the nature’s tést of puberty was decidedly better than any numerical 
test of age. He then spoke on the question of Sati. He held, and supported 
his conviction with facts, that Government had not been able to suppress 
Sati; what they had suppressed was the ceremonial portion of it only. He cited 
instances in which wives did put an end to their lives simultaneously with the 
death of their husbands, and observed that they were as good instances of 
Sati as in old days, and demonstrated that if the present law did succeed in 
doing anything, it would extinguish the ceremonial part of consummation but 
would leave cohabitation practically untouched. Improvements forced by legis- 
lation, he observed, never prosper; they only shut the evil from gaze and give 
rise to more serious ones. : 


14. The Indu Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 28rd February, writes :— 
A dodge of the opponents of the Age of Consent Bill, 
an Ageot Consent Bill a be 2 it is necessary to —＋ Geveramnat against 1 
is juncture, is a proposal to postpone the passing o 
8 ** the — to the 42232 Session. The dodge 
is quite transparent. The postponement will remove 
from the Council two of the best friends of the Bill the 5 Sir Andrex 
Scoble and the Honourable Réo Bahädur Nulkar, who has made himself obnoxious 
to Bengal orthodoxy as “the Poona Brähmin.“ We regret some of our Bengal 
contemporaries have been taken in by the dodge. The Statesman and the Mirror 
have expressed their concurrence with the proposal. But we do not see what 
pe the postponement will serve. The opponents have said all they had to say. 
hey could hardly have anything more to say in defence of their position. They 
have had their meetings and their memorials. A further postponement will only 
keep up the fire smouldering, and prevent the people on the two sides from 
vo-operating in other useful objects. If the Bill is immediately passed into law, 
the opponents will soon reconcile themselves to the new position, and the sores 
Will be healed up. Surely Government cannot be taxed with any precipitate- 
ness or undue haste! The question has been publicly discussed from all points 
of view for the last two years, and there is probably no section of the com- 
munity which has not been made fully cognizant of it. The five weeks’ limit, 
therefore, which the Government has allowed to the Select Committee, is 1 
ample for its deliberations, and at the end of the time allowed the Bill will be 
quite ripe for passing into law. 


‘2 


15. The Mara (4), in its issue of the 22nd February, writes :— Wea, 
to see that Dr. Bhändärkar has not yet replig 
Ae controversy between to the letter of Mr. Tilak published in our last m 
) ie at eee oe The letter was intended for publication in the Times yf 
of the Age of Consent Bil India in reply to the enge of Dr. Bhéndérks 
and the duty of Government which had a in it. We shall not judge of th 
in the matter. conduct of the Times of India in publishing the chal. 
: lenge of the learned Doctor, and withholding a rep) 
to that challenge. We hope that Dr. Bhändärkar will not take shelter behing 
this subterfuge, namely, that the reply did not appear in the paper in hid 
his challenge was given. We took care to send Mr. Tilak’s reply to him, 80 be 
cannot. say he has not seen it. We know Dr. Bhändärkar to be an honest man. 
He has the courage of his convictions. If therefore he has a reply to make, let 
him publish it under his own signature. If he cannot rebut the evidence brought 
forward by Mr. Tilak, let him say so with manly frankness. The Shastris of 
Poona too have, we learn, sent him a challenge saying that they are prepare 
to enter into a discussion with him, according to the rules of discussion, in open 
meeting. We have not yet heard what answer he has sent them. This silence is v 
strange. Should we interpret it as silence in such matters is generally interpreted} 
No, we shall wait for one week more and see if any reply be forthcoming. So far 
with regard to Mr. Tilak’s reply. Now we would go further and ask the learned 
‘Doctor to produce express texts from any of the authorities he has mentioned in 
favour of his contention that the Garbhidhdna ceremony may be performed on any 
ritu. Let us not depend upon mere inference now. In connection with this subject 
it is interesting to observe that on our side the supporters of the Bill have begun 
to feel that the ground from under their feet is giving way in regard to the 
Shdstric point. A few of them saw how the discussion of the Shastric aspect would 
end, and they generally only introduced the Shdstric aspect as a secondary one. 
Others are now openly giving up the Shästrio ground and taking up a strong 
position with regard to the humanitarian point of view. This is significant. 
e of them have 1 that the interpretation of the Shästras by 
Mr. Tilak is a correct one. This is of the greatest importance and it remains to 
be seen what attitude the Government of India will now take. The reformers 
on our side are now blaming Mr. Scoble for having attached any importance 
to the Shastric aspect and for having made the support of the Shästras one af 
the grounds for introducing the Bill. The Viceroy, too, declared that the policy 
of non-interference would be strictly maintained. He went so far as to declare 
that the Government of India were not going to yield to the demand for legisla. 
tion made in Mr. Malabéri’s appeal in regard to other matters, such as minimum 
marriageable age, divorce, &., because that would mean interference with 
religious customs, How then will His Excellency act now that it has been 
shown that the present Bill involves interference with a religious practice ? 


16. The Sudhdrak (19), in its issue of the 28rd February, publishes a 
AJA — = eee gon * which the Doctor 
we arses opi). states that Mr. Tilak has not brought forward a single 
Me 8 eee hy statement from any Nébandha or Prayoga, with the 
eres exception of the Chaturvinshatimata, directing the 
consummation of marriage immediately after the first course, and complains of 


studied discourtesy having been shqwn to him by Mr. Tilak in the controversy. 


17. The Hindi Punch (107), in its issue of the 22nd February, gives a 
| Cartoon, calling it Madame Folly’s Great Circus in 
The promoters of the M, Mäd (hava) Big,” which seems to represent several 


ee ridiculed promadters of the meeting held on the 8th instant at 


adhav Bag, Bombay, to oppose the Age of Consent 
Bill as mules, The letter- press runs as follows :— 


«? Tis too much proved—that, with devotion’s visage, 
And pious action, we do sugar o’er a 
The devil himself.“ 


Mr. Fillis is among us with his admirably trained horses, who obey their trainer’s whip, 
But Madame Folly has been showing something better—a lot of educated mules, who, ab 
the merest sign, kick up their heels in the air and: raise a tremendous atorm of dust 
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18. The Dnyduodaya (12), in its issue of the 26th February, writes :— 
: The meeting held on Sunday last at Javer Bég in 
The meeting of the supporters support of the Sir Andrew Scoble Bill was in every 
of the Age of 4 2 way a great success. Those who called the meeting 
held at N . dveseomtad were men of recognized weight and representatives of 
— the advanced intelligence of this Presidency. The 
speeches were marked by moderation, and will carry the weight of common 
sense. The false cry that the Bill will interfere with the Hindu religion was 
fully exposed, and the Bill was welcomed as being in the direction of true reform 
in the interests of the people. The Government of India cannot but feel supported 
by this meeting, which will more than counteract the many noisy and unreason- 
able demonstrations that have put themselves in opposition to the Bill. 


19. In alluding to the mass meeting of Hindu supporters of Sir Andrew 
Scoble’s Bill held on Sunday the 22nd instant at Javer Bag, Kälbadevi Road, 
Bombay, for the purpose of adopting a memorial to His Excellency the Viceroy 
in Council in favour of the object and principle of the Bill, the Bombay Samd- 
char (95), in its issue of the 24th February, says:—The meeting was attended 
by the leading Hindu inhabitants of the island and the supporters of the Bill 
had congregated in large numbers. The meeting was thus both in intellectual and 
numerical strength a complete success which Bombay deserves to be complimented 
upon. At this intelligent gathering, the reasons in favour of the Bill, as well as 
the mistakes of the opposition to it, were placed before the audience and a com- 
plete approval of the object and principle of the measure was expressed. It 
was shown by the Honourable Mr. Jhaveriläl Umidshankar Y4jnik, the presi- 
dent at the meeting, who is a good Sanskrit scholar, and much respected by the 
orthodox Hindus for being proud of Hindu religion, that a reasonable and 
intelligent interpretation of the Shästras prescribes the postponement of the 
Garbhddhdna ceremony for some time after the first menstruation, and that this 
construction is supported by the A’ryan Medical Science; that this ceremony is 
deferred for months together after the first appearance of the physical condition 
among the people of Mahäräshtra; that in Gujarät, Käthiäwär and Kutch this 
ceremony is quite unknown, ‘and among the Brahmins and a few other classes is 
performed at the first pregnancy of a woman; thatthe same practice prevails among 
the Hindus in Räjputäna, while the ceremony is not performed at all among the 
Hindus of the North-West Provinces and Behar. It was also shown at the Javer 
Bag meeting that the Protected Age Bill was quite in consonance with Hindu 
religion and usage, humanity, justice and administrative principles of the British 
Indian Government. It is to be hoped that the prayer made at the conclusion of 
the memorial for materially reducing the punishment provided in the Bill in the 
cases where an offence is committed by a husband against his wife will be 
acceded to by Government, which it is trusted will duly consider the resolution 
passed at the meeting in connection with the prosecution of the offending hus- 
band except on the sworn complaint of the outraged girl or any of her relatives 
or her guardian. [The Jame Jamshed (109), in its issues of the 24th and 27th 
February, expresses similar sentiments. | 


20. About the Bombay meeting in support of the Age of Consent Bill the 
0 Indu Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 23rd February, 
N ee 8 * writes :-- The opponents spared no pains to obstruct 
N © the efforts of the organizers of the meeting. What 
with counter-leaflets, sensational placards about reli- 
gion in danger posted side by side with the bills of the supporters’ meeting and a 
counter-meeting at the Madhav Bag at the same hour, the opponents strove hard 
to divert the attention of the people. But in spite of all these distractions the 
people mustered strong—all classes, sects and castes of the Hindu community 
eng present in thousands, testifying to the prevailing good sense of the 
community. The whole assembly was animated with such evident enthusiasm 
that it would have gladdened Sir Andrew Scoble’s heart if he had been present 
to see that not a small portion of the educated and enlightened Hindu community 
of Bombay fully appreciated his Bill and cordially supported it. The enthusiasm 
found a particularly happy expression when the Honourable Mr. Justice | 
Telang entered the hall. he audience is estimated to number about four 


thousand, but whatever the actual numbers, it is certain that not a nook or 
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corner of the capacious hall and grounds of the Javer Bag was left unoceu 
oe there was literally no standing room for many late comers who had to leave 
he place in disappointment. Large and crowded as was the audience, it wag 
select, being almost entirely composed of educated men, all men of light and 
leading in their respective castes. The speakers were especially select men, men 
istinguished in their various walks of life, and representing the wealth and 
intelligence of Bombay. Not a caste or calling but had its representative, 
Altogether the meeting may be pronounced one of the best Bombay has had 
for many a year. Compared with its rival of the Madhav Bég held a few 
weeks ago, it was incomparably superior. In point of intelligence and social 
status of the audience, as well as of the speakers, it was decidedly superior. The 
proceedings were so orderly that nearly every one of the speeches could be heard 
to the farthest end of the hall, whereas at Mädhav Bäg the audience was 60 
uproarious that the speeches were not heard a few yards off. At Javer Bag, too, 
some unruly spirits from the other side had got admission and tried to make 3 
disturbance, but the general audience would not tolerate it. There were signs 
of impatience, especially at the close of the meeting, when a speaker was not 
audible, but generally when a speaker had something to say worth listening to, 
and said it well, he was heard attentively. There were letters and telegrams of 
sympathy with the meeting from many men of * in Bombay and up- 
country who were not able to attend. On the whole, the number of the audience, 
their character and intellectual capacity, the high character and position of the 
ers, the orderliness of the proceedings, and a multitude of attendant cir- 
cumstances, ought to leave no doubt in the mind of the Government of India 
and the Legislature which way the verdict of Bombay lies regarding the Age of 
Consent Bill. The speeches were all excellent, short, and pithy and eloquently deli- 
vered. The Chairman, the Honourable Mr. Javerilél Umidshankar Yajnik, gave 
the cue to the whole proceedings by making an earnest and eloquent speech, put- 
ting the different points clearly, and meeting the objections on the religious and 
social grounds. Such was the meeting which vindicated the good name of 
Bombay, and rescued our people from the deep stain which threatened to attach 
to them in consequence of the proceedings at Midhav Big a few weeks ago. In 
fact, the back of the opposition in Bombay may well be considered to be broken. 
A counter-meeting at Madhav Bag held at the same hour was, judging from 
reports, most miserably attended, and was held apparently for the sole purpose 
of giving Mr. Jinsiwäle an opportunity to orate. A movement which is based 
on unreason, blind superstition, and mad fanaticism is doomed to be shattered to 
pieces. The party, on the other hand, which has reason and humanity for its 
guiding stars has asserted itself and awaked the sense of thecommunity. Gov- 
ernment need have no further misgiving on the matter. Bombay has spoken 
with a voice that cannot be mistaken. Poona had a meeting of ladies yesterday 
and will have its public meeting on Wednesday next. Ahmednagar has had its 
meeting too. At other places also there is a large body of respectable opinion 
distinctly in favour of the Bill. Now we say without 3 that so far as 
our Presidency is concerned, Government has every warrant for proceeding 
with the Bill. The other provinces, except Bengal, are comparatively silent. 
Bengal has indeed taken up a violently hostile position, but it has overdone its 
part, and its very exaggeration is its strongest condemnation. On the whole, 
therefore, let us once more ask Government to firmly and resolutely carry out 
its measure without delay, making any necessary amendments in procedure, and 
punishment, but maintaining the principle inviolate. 
21. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 26th February, writes :— 
1 55 Dr. Anna Moreshwar Kunte, B. A., M. D., intended to 
Kunte, B.A. M. P., intended move at the recent meeting held at Javer Bäg, Bom- 
to propose at the meeting bay, in support of the Age of Consent Bill, that the limit 
held at Javer Big, Bombay, of the period of puberty should be substituted for the 
why of the Age of Con. arbitrary age-limit of twelve, but he was not allowed 
— to do so. Some of Dr. Kunte's reasons for the amend: 
ment are given in the ering. lines. It is evident that the real object of 
the Bill, which we take to be the protection of all married girls from the 
evil effects of ture cohabitation, is not effectively or even in a great 
measure served II as the limit of age; for, we think that it is 
beyoad question at least on this side of India many girls do not attain 
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the stage fit for cohabitation before 13 or 14. This class will, therefore, 
remain unprotected as being beyond the pale of the proposed enactment, and 
as Government is going wisely to protect girls without distinction of caste or 
creed, there appears to be no sound reason why a large class should be left out 
of consideration. We do not mean by this that Government should raise the 
to 13 or 14 because it is now admitted on all hands that it is not desirable to 
do this on religious or other grounds, but what we desire is that the limit of age 
should be such as is indicated I and also by physiological considerations, 
and this age, we think, should be the period of puberty. It is a fact which be- 
comes apparent without any critical medical tests. Medical authorities are not 
against cohabitation with a wife who has attained puberty, and fixing that as the 
limit we shall not be doing violence to the feelings of those who are now o posed 
to the Bill, but for whose benefit the Bill is to become law. From a legal po 
of view, also, this limit will take away many of the objections of those who are 
inst it, as it will be easy to prove without any vexatious medical examination 
that a girl has or has not attained the proposed limit. It is thus less uncertain than 
any arbitrary limit of age. It is also worthy of note that some of our European 
friends are of the same opinion. Mr. Risley, of B. C. S., who has written a very 
learned article on the subject in one of the numbers of Blackwood’s Magazine, 
suggests the same thing. The late Sir Maxwell Melville, one of the ablest High 
Court Judges and Councillors that this Presidency has had, was strongly of 
inion that any arbitrary limit of age in such matters was sure to work mis- 
fief and oppression, and his opinion was adopted by the Government of Sir 
James Fergusson at the time. The statistics given by Sir Andrew Scoble and 
our friends Messrs. Khare, Chandävarkar and Munsi in their note of request, show 
that it is only five out of a hundred girls that attained puberty before twelve 
and not more. The result then of our proposal will rather tend to further the 
object of protection to girls in 95 cases, which is clear gain. We hope, therefore, 
that for these reasons and others that may occur to you, you will support the 
solution which we wish to propose. 


0 
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22. The Gujardts (84), in its issue of the 22nd February, observes :—The 
Hindu reformers have seen their mistake and have 
Comments on the Javer proposed two amendments, which they are to move at 
— eu = ia nace, the meeting to be held at Javer Bäg this evening. 
iC These amendments are reduction of punishment in the 
case of an offending husband and a provision that “no 
process should issue except on the sworn complaint of such person as the court 
(for reasons to be recorded in writing) considers to be a fit and proper person 
to make a complaint under the circumstances of the case.“ These amendments 
are vague and cannot be accepted by the public. To-day’s meeting of the sup- 
porters of the Bill is likely to do no good to the people unless the former request 
Government to introduce a new section inflicting only a nominal punishment in 
the case of an offending husband. 


23. The l’ajyabhukta (120), in its issue of the 24th February, observes :— 
A large meeting of about 6,000 Hindus was held on 
a A second monster meeting the 22nd instant at Mädhav Bäg, Bombay, under the 
r Bom- presidency of Pandit eien Mahamahopédhyé- 
Age of Consent Bu’ as Bhim&charya and Réjérdm Shastri, Pandit Nänu- 
ruaͤm Sharma, Mr. Jinsiwäle, lately a Professor in the 
Dr. Wilson College, and several others spoke at great length condemning the 
Age of Consent Bill and refuting the arguments of the Honourable Mr. Justice 
Telan and Professor Bhandarkar in favour of the Bill. A letter from Goswdmi 
Shri ithleshji, a Vallabhächärya Mahäräj, residing in Bombay, sympathising with 
the object of the meeting, was read and the assembly expressed approval of the 
memorial adopted at a meeting held at the same place on the 8th instant. The 
President was authorised to send a telegraphic report of the meeting to His 
Excellency the Viceroy. 


24. Several other newspapers have this week also written against the Age 
Disap of Consent Bill praying His Excellency Lord Lans- 
12 ofthe Age of downs to listen to the advice tendered by Conservative 
English newspapers like the St. James’ Gasette and 
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eer we Se Bill, which, they say, has displeased so much both Hindus and 
The Poona Vaibhava (55), writing in its issue of the Nu 
February on the same subject, expresses its inability to understand why Govern. 
ment should show for Indian women so much sympathy in the matter of 

consummation, when they have none of it for the Indian people in 

in respect of forest, dbkéri, salt, land revenue and other matters which 
are prolific sources of misery to the poor rayats in a thousand and one ways, 
The Age of Consent Bill, adds the paper, would, if passed, only serve to outrage 
the modesty of Indian women, to irritate the people and to involve Government 
in trouble, since all rulers, who, like the last Peshwa and Tipu Sultan, meddled 
with delicate matters concerning women, came to grief, as is amply proved by 
Indian and other history, and it is meet that Government should withdraw the 
proposed Bill and spare themselves the curses of the people. 


25. The same paper, in another place, says that the controversy on the 
Age of Consent Bill hes turned the heads of the people and made them so mad 
that though usually meek and patient, they have begun to kick and bite each 
other. Persons who have had an English education despise others and have 
thereby created so much heart-burning and irritation that there is no knowi 
what they may lead to. This Bill has caused a misunderstanding between 
teacher and pupil, father and son, master and servant, nay even between hus. 
band and vile Probably Government did not like that the Natives should 
unanimously work in connection with the Indian National Congress and wanted 
to bring about disunion among them, and if this be the real object of Govern- 
ment in bringing forward this Bill, it has been accomplished wonderfully well 
through the instrumentality of brainless reformers. 


26. The same paper refers to two meetings recently held at Poona by the 
Mahomedans and the Shrdvab Hindus in their respective place of worship in 
protest of the Age of Consent Bill, and indignantly asks the reformers, whom 
it calls senseless men, how many people would they like to tyrannise over? ™ 


27. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 22nd February, observes :— 
The innumerable memorials adopted at public meetings that are being sert 
from different places in disapproval of the Age of Consent Bill plainly indicate 
the direction of the current of public opinion on the Bill, and yet, strange to say, 
the reformers are attempting to show that educated public opinion is in favour 
of the Bill, Really speaking, the handful of reformers, who are in favour of 
the measure, is opposed by almost the whole Indian people, who disapprove of 
it. The dissenting body has among it many graduates, great officers, pensioners 
and other educated people, and it is sheer hallucination to suppose that the side 
of the reformers is more weighty and influential. On the contrary, the apposing 
force is predominant in numbers, influence and every other respect. If attempts 
at baffling the opponents by unfair means, and espousing a cause simply with a 
view to please Government, and behaviour suited to the chances of success in 
the end, are factors which give importance to anybody, then the reformers may 
be credited with ample importance and influence. Otherwise their side is weaker 
than that of the anti-legislationists, 


28. The same paper, in its issue of the 26th February, writes exultingly of 
the second meeting of the opponents of the Bill held at Madhav Bäg, Bombay, 
and finds fault with that of its supporters held on the same day, the 22nd. 
February, at Javer Bag, Bombay, to adopt a memorial to Government in support 
of the Age of Consent Bill, saying :—Half of about a thousand people assembled 
at Javer Bag were only spectators who had gone there not to support the Bill, 
but simply for the sake of amusement, and were against the Bill as is evident 
from the fact that only three hundred signatures were secured on the spot for 
the Bill. The legislationists committed a great mistake in asking the ll 
able Mr. Javeriläl Umiydshankar Ydjnik to = at the meeting, for this 
gentleman had on the occasion of the first Madhav Bag meeting in 1886 


expressed in writing to the late Rio Scheb V. N. Mandlik, who then presided 

at the meeting, his firm conviction about the mischievousness of Government 

interference in social matters. Mr, Yajnik also was wrong to accede to the 

request and yield to the pressure put upon him by the reformers in 8 
* 


to preside and thereby compromising oregyer, the meeting co 


. 
y unaccountable. ps, a | 
opal to keep himself neutral and not to ani Marel to any particular 
side. The local — a been from the i. the 1 
ill and have na y given accounts e Javer ; 
The Gatte even went so far as to state that a few ladies attended the meeting, 
when the fact was that a few women from the adjacent houses were standing in 
the galleries of their houses and looking on the proceedings of the meeting without 
intending to add the weight of their presence to it. The legislationists did another 
thing which detracts from their professions of love of truth, and it is this, that 
they did not allow Dr. Anna Moreshwar Kunte, M.D., to propose an amendment 


which he was about to do. 


29. The Kesari (44), in its issue of the 24th February, expresses very 
much the same sentiments, and adds that it is very significant that there is not a 
single reformer who approves of the Age of Consent Bill as it is, and who does 
not propose an amendment or two, as is amply proved by the proceedings at the 
Javer Bég meeting. 

30. The same paper tries to lessen the importance of the ladies’ meeting 
held at Poona in support of the Bill on the 21st idem, saying that the invitation 
cards did not specify the purpose for which the meeting had been called, that 
some of the ladies signed the memorial very reluctantly under pressure, and that 
some went away without signing the document, | 


31. The Mahkdrdshtra Mitra (47), in its issue of the 19th February, says 
that the British Government knows full well what public spirit the people of India 
and what stuff they are made of, and hence pay no attention whatever 
to their protestations against the Age of Consent Bill, and advises the people to 
cease quarrelling among themselves and to do such things as will make Gov- 
ernment respect Native public opinion. 


32. The Daydn Prakdgh (13), in its issue of the 26th February, says :— 
ee A meeting of about two hundred gentlemen was held 

3 n hl at Saddshiv Peth, Poona, on the 25th idem, to adopt 
sod of Mane, a memorial to His Excellency the Viceroy in 2 

of the Age of Consent Bill. Only the sympa 
of the Bill were admitted into the building where the meeting was held and 
admission was refused to those who were against the Bill and children in general. 
The consequence was that the people who had collected outside the place of 
the meeting behaved in a disorderly manner and pelted stones, dust, &., at 
the persons assembled who were, therefore, obliged to hurry on their work 
and to take shelter in am adjacent house, as they were precluded from going 
out unhurt and had to be escorted to their respective houses by the police. 
Among the disorderly mob were to be seen grown up and well known 1 
like Messrs. Krishnardo Ba pu Mände, Editor, Shri Shirdii newspaper, Ganpat- 
ro Ghotavdekar, Editor, Set bari Journal, Keshavräo Ranade, contractor, Datto- 
peas Behere, landholder, Näräyan Bipuji Känitkar, a Pleader, Narharpant 
arinjpe, a money-lender, &0. 


33. The Kdthidwdr Times (8), in its issue of the 26th February, writes :— 
The accounts of a meeting at Poona of the supporters of the Age of Consent 
Bill, which we publish in our telegraphic columns, are significant enough; and 
it is to be hoped that the Viceroy will drop the Bill unless he is prepared to meet 
the consequences which will follow the present wide-spread agitation. Ultimately, 

we fear, somebody will have to be hanged. 
34, In alluding to the public meeting held by the orthodox Hindus at 
Surat on the 10th February 8 against the Age 
Aera on the ge of Consent Bill, the Guyard# Mitra (85), in its issue of 
to protest ant d, Jus the 22nd February, disapproves of its proceedings and 
of Consent * me “8° the speeches made on the occasion and says that the 
. arguments used in the memorial adopted were gener - 

cow 1540—5 


in 
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ally those put forward by the opponents of the Bill, and that very few of the 
enen se | 


85. A correspondent of the Gujardti (84), in its issue of the 22nd February 
observes :—A large and influential meeting of learned 
bid "tt Sera 10 = the 14th instant to protest against the Age of Content 
„ e 14th instant to the 
— the Age of Consent Fill. It was attended by several Native officials and 
| educated Brähmins, some of whom are well known foe 
their reformed views. There were present Messrs. Nandshankar Tuljdshankar, 
ex-Diwün of Cutch, Vidyérdm Motiräm, late Sir Nydyddhish, Bhävnagar, and 
several others. The proceedings of the meeting lasted for em | four hours and 
a memorial protesting against the Bill was unanimously adopted. 


86. The Bombay Samdch ir (95), in its issue of the 23rd February, ob- 
_ serves :—It is highly gratifying that a conference of 
*. 1 = Messrs. Rahimtula Mahomed Sayäni, Sulleman Abdul 
. r Vahed, the Honourable Mr. Fäzalbhäi Vishräm and 
other leading members of the Mahomedan community 
in Bombay should have been recently held for expressing their approval of the 
Protected Age Bill and for resolving to take steps to explain to each Mahomedan 
community through its representative the benefits derivable from the Bill being 
into a law. That the Bill does not contravene the 23 of the Maho- 
médan law has been asserted by those Mahomedan gentlemen who have ex- 
pressed approval of the Bill as well as by such as have desisted from giving any 
opinion on the subject. It is also observed by them that Islämism — the 
marriage of girls from the age of seven and upwards, and the Bill does not 
interfere with this permission and simply requires that the age of consent should 
be raised to twelve years. It is to be hoped that the labours resolved upon at the 
conference will succeed in enlightening the ignorant portion of that community 
on the real object of the Bill. 


37. The Rdst Goftdr (88), in its issue of the 22nd February, writes :—What 
have the Mahomedans to do with the age of protection that they should memo- 
rialize the Viceroy against the Bill? Weare not, of course, speaking of the 
whole Mahomedan community or any considerable section of it. We speak of 
a few only. In these days, fifty or a hundred men meet, pass a resolution and 
send a petition to Government and call that the voice of India. The four or 
five dozen Musalmäns who lately met and voted a petition against the Bill in 
the name of “the Mahomedans of Bombay,“ only followed a prevailing fashion, 
originated, we presume, by the three tailors of Tooley Street. Mr. Abdulla 
Meherali Dharamsey has done well in exposing the real character of the meeting 
in the public papers. He calls upon the educated and enlightened portion of 
the community to raise their voice and show that the Bill has their sympathy 
and support. There is small need for that, we think, if Government will only 
take the voice of unreason at no more than its proper worth. 


38. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 26th February, writes :— 
Both at Nasik and Miraj monster meetings were held 

M ha yr be oe we to protest against the Age of Consent Bill. Resolu- 
Age ot Consent Bill tions sry the Bill were adopted and memorials to 
that effect will be shortly addressed to the Govern- 


ment. 


89. The Rombay Samdchdr (95), in its issue of the 26th February, approves 

Ths rons koh adding Seo. Qriminal Prooodure and ediing & provision for: com 

: ure a on for com- 
III ting the accused person acquitted by a Magistrate 
) th in summons and warrant cases, by directing the 
complainant to pay him a certain sum for having brought a frivolous or vexa- 
tious charge, observing that the enactment of a provision was a long felt 

necessity and will serve materially in lessening the number of vexatious acousa- 

tions and protecting innocent persons from undeserved persecution. : 
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Pant Il1.—Zducation. 


: Din Bandhu (10), in its issue of the 22nd Fe , Writes :— We 
> ase: ted fn the Hite of William Tell. a len 6 Bene 


| which was exhibited in the open 
2 We have in our midst such a tyran 


y has always on — 
power. The“ Standard” or pole of the University has b. 
altitude at which it is doubtful whether the cap be visible to the fascinated 
creatures kissing the ground. Speaking seriously, we fail to see the good that 
has resulted from the gradual raising of the standard of University Examinations. 
Many a plucked student from this city has come out successful through foreign 
Universities, of which it cannot be said that they are managed by Senates 
inferior to ours. And yet compare the graduates of this place with those of other 
countries,—how rich are the latter in genius? The Indian student’s energy is 
consumed by the grinding nature of the studies prescribed and the result is the 

r product—a combination of cram and conceit which we all so much deplore. 
The dearth of authors and scientific men yor of directing their thoughts to 
researches for which a wide field exists in this undeveloped country, has long 
been lamented, and the want is not likely to be supplied so long as the present 
educational policy continues in the hands of experimentalists who cannotin any 
sense be regarded as experts. Some of these experimentalists are sincere and 
some may be found among them whose honesty of p cannot be impeached ; 
on the other hand there are those who having in earlier times won Universit 
honours and ever since led a prosperous career and having no sons to pass throug 
the ordeal, do not care how they handicap education ; whilst others, again, earning 
a precarious livelihood, through the severe competition of the day, think it no 
doubt in their interests to close the doors of the University still more effectually. 
The true spirit of local self-government is absent from our University as it is 
from the management of the Municipality. We hear of impending changes in 
the present University Act. No changes will be so welcome to the public as those 
tending to concentrate more power into the hands of Government for timely 
interference on occasions when the vagaries of the Senate lead that body astray 
to the detriment of true education. 


41. The Gujardts (84), in its issue of the 22nd February, writes :—It was 

a very fortunate coincidence that His Excellency Lord 

Approval of the speech Harris, who is so great a patron of athletics and other 
10nd Hurd His Excellency kinds of out-door sports, should have been called 
ceremony of Sir D M Pers to open the Sir D. M. Petit Gymnastic Institution 
Gymnastic Institution. and thus complete the work initiated by his eminent 
| predecessor. e welcome His Excellency’s speech 
delivered on the occasion as an authoritative declaration of the licy of 
the supreme Government in relation to the physical education of the rising 
— of India. It gives us sincere pleasure to know that the Bombay 
overnment are making systematic inquiries with a view to ascertain the 
requirements of schools and extend the benefits of physical education as far 
as possible by lending increased pecuniary support and improving the quality of 
instruction. Lord Harris also announced a gratifying departure in the educa- 
tional policy hitherto followed by proposing to alter the Grant-in-Aid Code so 
as to admit of grants-in-aid for play-grounds. The increased attention that 
Government is paying to the physical side of our educational Je is a distinct 
recognition of the necessity for developing a healthy mind in a healthy body, and 
though it is a tardy one, we say with His Excellency Better late than never.” 
Lord Harris will be sorry to learn that in the Mofussil there are teachers who 
would Ir boys if they were found swimming in a river or pursuing any other 
form of physical activity. We hope this evous interference on the part 
of ignorant achool-masters will cease in future, and that je will encourage the 
cultivation of out-door recreation by their actual Be on in games or by 
their presence on the play-ground, as suggested by His Excellency. It is 


„ aad: saggy Ay a (188), in its issue of the 
The 4 28rd , says that the condition of the Dhérw 
oy Bohol. High School had never been worse during the last 18 

2 eee lays all the blame on 
the present Head Master, Mr. H. B. Keskar, and advises the to take timely 
steps in this matter before the school is closed in accordance with the policy of 


curtailing expenditure adopted by Government. 
Part IV.—Native States. 


43. The Bombay Samdchdr (95), in its issue of the 26th February, says: 
0 The general public was desirous that ste should be 
1 1 a Riots case in taken to secure justice in the matter of the Cambay 
5 disturbance of September last, and it is gratifying 
that the matter has been carried to Parliament, Dr. Hunter 2 undertaken 
to lay it properly before the House. The late lamented Mr. Bradlaugh was to 
have done this good work, but in his absence Dr. Hunter will prove as ay an 
advocate as the deceased Member for Northampton. It is to be hoped that the 
part taken by the late Political Agent of Cambay in the armed attack made on 
the assembled rayats on the morning of the 19th September last, the criminal 
trial held by the same officer of the rayats arrested and accused of having 
committed a riot, and his refusal to admit such evidence as would throw light 
on the innocence of the accused,—all these matters will be subjected toa 
searching discussion in the House; and should this discussion result in the 
liberation of the incarcerated rayats the public would be much gratified. 


G. M. SA THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
ard March 1891. 
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188 99 Muin - ul · Ialam eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do, eee eee 290 
159 9 Sind Sudhär eee eee eee eee Do, eee eee Do. eee eee 650 
ANGLO- PORTUGUESE. 
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©, The ayatem of s vernacular words followed by the Sapereer ts the same as that ad in the 
Official 8 Liat of the Bom phony ay One peculiar feature of this ayatem ie that when the a (Wt 
er d) ia the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a (Kd in gua) is, to prevent confusion, 
never placed at the end of a word, sees wake bap bese Irie, . 
absolu Ressansey So compete Che prennncietienet « word, eon Arunodaya or the well knowa Mitra, it is printed 


with a mark over it to indicate that ! thue—d. 
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Part I.—Politios and the Public Administration. 


1. The Din Bandhu (10), in its issue of the 1st March, says that almost 
the persons nominated Justices of the Peace this 
This year’s list of rte * year are deserving of the honour done to them, and 
tices d beer. that His Excellency Lord Harris deserves praise for 
— selecting for the honour a gentleman from the 
Marätha community which has been long neglected. The paper adds that the 
number of Justices of the Peace in the Maratha and other backward com- 
munities is comparatively very small, and recommends the names of Messrs. J avyi 
Dädaji, proprietor of the Mirnaya Sdgar Press, Jéya Karhädi Lingu, a contractor 
and a Member of the Bombay Municipal Corporation, and Vyanku Bäluji, 
general contractor, for the same favour next year. 


2. In alluding to the list of the new Justices of the Peace for the Town and 

Island of Bombay, the Gujardts (84), and the Kaiser-i- 

List of ** 1 J tg “4 Hind (87), in their issues of the Ist March, observe 

wel ie e ebe ane with regret that several unworthy nominations are to 

be met with therein, while several merchants, solicitors, 

pleaders and others who encourage education by various means and those that 

advocate the interests of the rate-payers of Bombay at the Corporation’s meetings 
have not found a place in this list. 


3. The Chandrodayd (137), in its issue of the 28th February, says that Gov- 
ernment should frame rules to relieve the poor rayats 
from the loss and misery inflicted on them by the rigi- 
dity of the existing Forest Rules. The new rules, adds 
the paper, should permit the poor rayats (1) to cut down bushes for the purpose 
of fencing their fields, (2) to gather leaves and berries of certain trees for main- 
taining themselves by the proceeds of their sale, and (3) to hunt down wild animals 
in the forests. 


4. The Satyavakta (128), in its issue of the 6th March, observes :—About 

50 persons annually commit suicide at Bombay by 

rd sig 10 repr pgp taking an over-dose of opium, and hence Govern- 
— e ale ot opnum men ought to prohibit the licensed opium-sellers 
: from selling more than a specified quantity of the 


drug to a single person in a day. 


5. The Aurndtak Patra (128), in its issue of the 2nd March, writes: 
a 3 ‘ The fact that the European burial ground at Dhärwär 
at Dhruva sand is situated in a locality quite contiguous to the town 
may strike outsiders. We are told that its removal 
to a distance was recommended to Government by the Sanitary Commissioner 
more than a year ago, but his recommendation appears to have been shelved, 
as no steps have been taken to give effect to it. The old practice among the 
Lingäyets of burying their dead bodies in their Maths which are usually situated 
on the outskirts of a town or village was peremptorily stopped long ago. If the 
. of Lingayet dead bodies was then offensive to the health of the 
iving, the rottenness of European corpses must also be equally offensive now, 
We hope Government will take speedy measures to relieve the inhabitants of 
Dhérwar from the injurious effects arising from the neighbourhood of the 
burial ground. 


6. TheGujard/ Darpan (83), in its issue of the 5th March, writes: We 
understand that Mr. Gibbs, Superintendent of Police, 
A complaint against Zurat, has issued a circular to his officers and men 


— ee ent of directing that descriptive rolls of all persons who 


happen to be acoused of an offence should be prepared 
by the Police after they — been stripped quite naked!! We do not 
know what earthly reason had Mr. Gibbs for do whimsical aa this, 
We know that Mr, Gibbs isa agen be yo with an excess of seal and v 
little of prudence}. Two years ago he had taken a fancy to issue a notification 
CON 1674 -Q 


Suggestions regarding the 
Forest Rules. 
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ordering all music to be stopped after ten o’clock at night which he wag 
at last obliged to withdraw. Our readers may not have forgotten the espionage 
he kept on those who were adherents of the Congress at Surat and Broach, 
And taken in their best light these acts of his were arbitrary and unwarranted, 
We also know his merits. He is zealous, hard-working and a good disciplinarian, 
But what is most important to the public and what makes a Police officer 
popular—prudence and regard for the feelings of others—he in a very 
small degree. We beg to draw the attention of the Commissioner, N. D., and of 
Government to this act of the Superintendent of Police with the hope that 


they would ad minister him such a reprimand that he would cease to play such 
pranks in future. 


7. The Belgaum Samdchdr (24), in its issue of the 2nd March, expresses 
its dissatisfaction at the alleged issue of an order by 
the Divisional Commissioner directing that the District 
Collector of Belgaum should see that no disguises are 
assumed by Hindus at Belgaum during the approaching 
Shimga holidays, and says that this order is partial and likely to widen the split 
already existing between the local Mahomedans and Hindus, unless it is made 
applicable to both of them, and that if the Collector does not protest against the 
Commissioner’s order, the people are bound to bring to the notice of Government 
the biased conduct of the ä from the beginning in connection with 
the misunderstanding between the two classes. 


An order of the Commis- 


8. The Jagadddarshd (15), in its issue of the Ist March, finds fault with the 
appointment of Mr. Ganesh Bahirav Joshi as Head 

Appointments in the Clerk to the Mämlatdär of Newäsa in the Ahmednagar 
ok. * N 1 District, saying that there are many men in the 
fault — department who by their seniority and qualifications 
have better claims to the place than Mr. Joshi, and 

that it is very surprising that the District Collector, the Divisional Commissioner, 
and His Excellency the Governor himself should connive at the frequent 


failure of justice in this district in the matter of appointments in the Revenue 
Department. 


9. The Dhdrwdr Vritt (82), in its issue of the 26th February, regrets that 

Government should have degraded Mr. Shripat Govind 

Degradation of Mr.Shripat Joshi from the Mämlatdärship of Haliyal to the post 

22 Joshi, late Mamlat- of Chitnis to the Collector of Koliba for the mis- 
r of Haliyaél in Dharwar a 

District, disapproved of. management of the estate of a minor in that taluka, and 

says that as the estate had been mismanaged for 

several years past by half a dozen Mämlatdärs before Mr. Joshi, Government 

should not have held the latter alone responsible for it and degraded him in the 

way they have done. The paper recommends Mr. Joshi’s case for the reconsi- 

deration of Government. 


10. The Subodh Patrika (18), in its issue of the Ist March, says that 


poopie are murmuring at the annoyance suffered 
Bag, hig aby Coneas in by Many and the actual death of one of the persons 
Bombay. „ to do Census work this year in the Maho- 

medan quarters of the City of Bombay, and remarks 
that an — should be made into these matters and if found true substantial 
compensation should be given to the family of the deceased. 


11. The Din Bandhu (10), in its issue of the Ist March, refers to the 

verdict of death from excessive drinking given by the 

Wor about a murder at Coroner's jury at an inquest held on the 26th 

hia ll tothe Nolde. February 1891 on the body of Bapu Mahddu Sinde, 

: an inhabitant of Worli, Bombay, and says that although 

it cannot find fault with the verdict of the jury which is given in accordance with 

the evidence placed before it, it is desirable to su to the clever Police of Bom- 

bay to find out the real cause of death as it is generally rumoured that the 
deceased who was very strong was murdered by some persons. 


7 
Part II.— Legislation. 


12. In noticing the refusal of Lord Cross, the Secretary of State for India, 
to receive a deputation from the Lancashire Cotton 
Reflections on the Indian Trade relative to the Indian Factory laws, and his 
Factory Bull. statement that he believed that the Indian Govern- 
ment Billin reference thereto would satisfy all purposes, the Bombay Samdchdr 
(95), in its issue of the 2nd March, says :—'The information already collected on 
the subject by the Government of India as well as that placed before it by the 
recent Indian Factory Commission is quite sufficient to put the Government on 
the right track, enabling it to pass an appropriate amended Factory law. The 
concessions prayed for by the mill-hands in their evidence before the Factory 
Commission are such as their employers would not grumble to make, and if the 
new law gives the sanction of authority to these concessions, there will be no 
objection whatever to the amended Factory law. The sinister object of the 
Lancashire cotton manufacturers in getting curtailed the working hours of 
the Indian mill-labourers is well-known, but the latter have vehemently prayed 
before the Commission that their working time should not be lessened as any 
cCurtailment would be prejudicial to their pecuniary interest, some of them 
begging hard to be allowed to work for a longer time. Government would therefore 
do well to confine the amending Factory law to allowing half an hour’s recess 
in the afternoon on every working day and making Sunday a close holiday and 
sanctioning such arrangements as are recommended by the Factory Com- 
mission in regard to child labour. [The Jame Jamshed (109) and the Akhbdre 
Soddgar (93) of the same date express similar sentiments. | 


13. The Bombay Samiichdr (95), in its issue of the 7th March, says :—It 
is said that the Indian Factories Bill has been amended to the effect that children 
should not be made to work more than half a day; that women should not 
be permitted to perform work for more than ten and a half hours; and 
that Sundays should be observed as close — except under certain condi- 
tions when a native holiday falls on a week day. ‘These rules would do no 
injury to the interests of the mill-owners, but those of the mill hands would 
considerably suffer. Tue poor Indian mill-labourer depends for his livelihood on 
the labour performed by every member of his family, and notwithstanding the 
amalgamated income of the entire family, leads a poor life. The proposed 
amended Factory law will, therefore, curtail this poor income and make him 
more wretched than before. If the mill-owners engage two sets of children, each 
set working half a day, the children will earn something in the way of their 
maintenance, but if no such arrangement is made by the mill-proprietors, the 
children will be a burden and a source of annoyance to their parents, as they will 
wander about the streets all day. The earnings of female labour in mills will 
also be curtailed by fixing the limit of their labour to ten and a half hours; and 
seeing that they cannot get sufficient work out of females the mill-owners will, 
very likely, employ male labourers in their place, and women will be thrown out 
of work. Thus there is all likelihood of the selfish sympathy of Lancashire for 
the Indian mill hands making them poorer than before and quite wretched. 


14. The same newspaper expresses approval of the recommendations made 

by the Select Committee on the Age of Consent Bill, 

ee and requests the Legislature to adopt the recommend- 

Nr 8 ny ations, observing that they would remove most of the 

approved, fear entertained from the present Bill by its opponents 
as well as its supporters. 


15, Mr. Y. V. Athlye, M. A., LL. B., Judge of the Varishta Court, Baroda, 
publishes a letter in the Native Opinion (16) of 

ua I. V. Athlye, M.A. the Ist and Sth March on the Age of Consent Bill, 
oom — of the Variahin in which he says:—My conclusion, in brief, is that 
Consent Bil. e o the Bill does interfere with a social and religious 
custom, though to a very small dogree, and so far as 

titions of the oppositionists bring this to the notice of Government, I sym- 
se with their aim. I would, however, tell them to remember that exaggera- 
tion in argument or language, even when undoubtedly unintentional, more 
often weakens than strengthens a case. If they want merely to guard against an 


the 
pa 


attack on their religious customs, let their efforts be confined to asking that au 
amendment be made in the Bill, whereby cases of husbands whose wives have 
attained puberty before 12 will be excepted. If their demand exceed this, t 
would be unwittingly making out a necessity for the Bill and thereby unjustly 
maligning our community, Let them ~ 94 remember that an attempt to make 
out that the commandments are regard obligatory is unjust as well as short. 
sighted. It is unjust because it paints our society in a manner that is not true, 
and it need hardly be said that Government, as well as people, ought alway, 
to forego any good, however great, which cannot be attained without a sacrifice 
of truth. It is short-sighted because thereby you place the cases of early marriage 
and premature cohabitation on the same level as those of widow marriage and 
saté and thereby lend some support to those who advocate legislation. In truth, 
there is no parallelism whatever between the two cases, There is nothing to 
gain by not taking Government at their word, They have told us that they 
have no intention of interfering with our law about marriage which is a compo. 
site rite consisting of what is practically a betrothal and of consummation, and 
our endeavour should only be to show Government that their Bill, in interfering 
with the latter, does interfere with our marriage law. In advising such a course 
J am not daunted by the weak fear that we may be open to the charge of trying 
to perpetuate early cohabitation, a charge that has been actually fulminated by 
some of our newspapers which were gullible enough to pick up the cry of the 
claims of humanity. I emphatically deny the charge for the Deccan, and 
make no doubt the said newspapers will join me as soon as their controversial 
furor subsides and enables them to attend to facts. I consent not to oppose the 
second extension of the Bill save in the case of puberty and subject also to 
certain amendments which will minimise oppression because it will be practically 
inoperative in our Presidency, and that wherever it will be operative the invoca. 
tion of the criminal law might be tolerated as enforcing what is alike demanded 
by the laws of bodily development and the Shästras. By accepting this com- 
promise we shal] be rendering to Government all the aid it may reasonably 
expect from us in enabling it to extricate itself from its disagreeable position 
which is not exclusively of its own making. Those that have brought about 
the predicament deserve no thanks from our community, because I cannot 
but regard them as the worst though possibly unwitting enemies of their people. 
Addressing myself to Government I would earnestly ask them to pause and 
ponder whether there is any real evil as regards Indian married life, such as 
calls for Government interference, and whether there is any analogy between 
the former occasions when such interference was exercised and the present case. 
I would exhort Government not to view with impatience the opposition of the 
ple to what is undoubtedly conceived in their interest, nor to allow w 

ideas of prestige to prevail in this matter. A strong Government like that 
which rules over this country need entertain no morbid fears of its suffering in 
popular esteem by yielding to popular prayers. In accepting the compromise 
above suggested the Government will have abandoned only a small portion of 
its proposal, and yet the effect of it will be to allay the fear of the masses which 
is real, though enthusiasts will continue to paint it as transitory, That will be 
merely suiting the dose to the patient and will be a conduct befitting a solicitous 
but discreet parent. Highest statesmanship lies in securing progress with the 
least discontent and is accordingly bound in each of its contemplated measures 
to weigh its likely results both good and bad, and N or reject if according as 
the former may preponderate or be outweighed. Examined by this test the 
Bill, I am confident, will draw not other verdict from any sober and patient 
judgment than the one with which I have started, vis., that it is unfortunate and 
should not be passed, if at all it is needed without its pangs being removed. 


16. The Pandit (155), in its issue of the 27th February, says ;--The per. 
sonal opinion of the Pandi is that the Age of 
A request to Government il to 


Consent Bill should be passed, byt it is not will 
2 2 = See of Cem enter into a discussion on a disputed point like” the 
illiterate native population of Protected Age question. The is d reciated 


a 

India, civil es wellas military, by the educated natives, while the ignorant masse 
8 the 38 ir think that the measure is an interference of Govern 
their religions” ment in their religion. This opinion of the latter i 
. ‘quite wrong, but few can disabuse their mind of thi 
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6 ion. The cause of the Indian Mutiny of 1857 was trifling and 
wrong impression. 
unreal, but the disturbance led to serious consequences. The views entertained 
by the native militaries and civil population on the passing of the Age of Con · 
gent Bill will cause a more extensive disturbance than the mutiny which was 
confined to Bengal and the native army, since the enactment of the Bill would 
lead the entire native population of India to believe that Government were 
interfering in their religious practices, and if this ‘belief is not removed from 
their minds, a rebellion extending to even the nooks and corners of the coun 
would arise disturbing the public peace and causing great annoyance to Govern- 
ment. It is, therefore, — 1 that Government should withhold from enact- 
ing the Bill until the people are prepared to appreciate it. 


17. The Gujardti (84), in its issue of the Ist March, writes: — The infec- 
tion of opposition to the Bill is gradually spreading 
Opposition of the Mahomed- in the Mahomedan community of Bombay. More 
= 17 Ae than a thousand Mahomedans assembled in a meeting 
a 11 of those this week to protest against the Bill. It is a note- 
among them who have re- worthy phenomenon that the Hindu and Mahomedan 
ceived English education. priesthood and their followers have assumed an exactly 
similar attitude towards the proposed change in the 
law, while the advanced sections in both the communities have declared that 
their Shastra or Korän is not antagonistic to it. Meetings have also been held 
at Poona, Sätära, Mahäd and other towns by the leaders of the Mahomedan 
community in those places to protest against the Bill on the score of religious 
interference with the injunctions of the Koran. If one is to believe all that 
is now appearing in some of our Bengal contemporaries, it appears that no in- 
considerable section of the Moslem community on the other side of India 
is opposed to Sir Andrew Scoble’s Bill. Opposition on the part of our Maho- 
medan friends was certainly not expected, and this new element will be an 
additional factor to be reckoned with in dealing with the complicated situation 
of affairs that Government will have now to face. Mahomedan oppositionists 
urge that while the Korän permits them to consummate marriages immediately 
after the attainment of puberty, the proposed change in the law declares it 
criminal to do so and sends an offending husband to jail for ten years. They 
treat the amendment as an unnecessary interference with the injunctions of 
their religions works, while the educated section of the community holds that 
there is no injunction, properly so-called, enjoining consummation after puberty. 
The fact, however, remains that the orthodox Mahomedans disapprove of the 
change and disclaim the leadership of their educated brethren to represent their 
wishes to Government, or their authority to interpret their Korän in the way 
they have done in support of the Bill. 


18. The Kdside Mumbai (112), in its issue of the 6th instant, gives pas- 

The Age of Consent Bill sages from Bokari Shareef, the recognized book of 
and a tradition among the traditions of the Mahomedans, showing that the 
Mahomedans about early oon - Prophet Mahomed married Bibi Aisha (honoured be 


summation of his marriage her name) and consummated his marriage with her 
by Prophet Mahomed. when she was nine years old, 


19. The Subodha Patrika (8), in its issue of the Ist March, writes :— 
3 Ladies’ meetings in support of the Age of Consent 
of the Age of Consent Hl. Bill have been held in Poona, Bombay and Ahmedabad 
ee during the week. Few women and no mothers of 
girls would but hail the measure with delight. 


20. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the Ist March, writes :—Like 
Pandita Ramäbäi's meeting at Poona, the meetin 
presided over by Mrs. Modak at Bombay is full 
significance. Here isa Hindu lady, speaking courage- 
ously out for her country-women in the face of the 
wide world. Well may Mrs. Modak complain that while reason and good sense 
are being drowned by the clamour of male monopolists on the question of the 
: * onsent, the women have had such few opportunities of 5 their 
opinion. However, better late than never. The opinion of one Hindu Jody in 
don 1547 —3 


A ladies’ meeting in Bombay 


in support of the Age of Con- 
sent 1 ” 
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this connection is more useful than that of any number of “monstrous” meg, 
made up of monopolists and their adherents. We are to see that th 
wan of Mysore spoke in favour of the Bill at Mrs, Modak’s call. 


21. The same newspaper writes :—At Ahmedabad, too, there has been g 

3 meeting of Hindu ladies, supporting Sir 
of at, meeting in support Scoble. s Bill. These are the best witnesses that could 
232 3 uced, and it is touching to hear their wail, non 
and then, where the husbands and fathers are suff. 
ciently enlightened to allow them to bear witness — against the terrible 
done to their sex in the name of religion. t these poor ladies will 

be abused and vilified all over the land, goes without saying. But it is 
certain that in years to come they will be ranked amongst martyrs, suffering in 

person in order to advance a righteous cause. 


22. The Poona Vaibhav (55), the Vdrfdhdr (20), the Jagadhitechchhy 

„ (15) and the Hindu Panch (35) of this week attack 

1 — supporters of the Age of Consent Bill in rather 
d objectionable language for the ladies’ meetings held and 
memorials sent in support of the Age of Consent Bill. Several other papen 


have also kept up the controversy but the arguments employed for and against 
the Bill are the same as those already reported. 


23. The Rdst Goftir (88), in its issue of the Ist March, writes :—The 


at meeting at Javer Bäg, Bombay, was an un 


The Javer Bag meeting of doubted success. It was a triumph of reason over 
the supporters of the Age unreason. It was a vindication of the Shdstras from the 
of Consent Bill considered 


pag * slur which some of their votaries are casting upon 

them. It was a vindication of the humanity and good 
sense of not an inconsiderable section of the Hindu community. Bengal may 
rave and rant as it pleases. But the sober sense for which Bombay has distin- 
guished itself on some great occasions, in the past, when the minds of men were 
stirred deeply, has also characterized that great, orderly, and impressive demon- 
stration of Hindus at Javer Bag. The proceedings showed tact and judgment on 
the part of the promoters of the meeting. They disarmed the argument of the 
opposition that the Bill might be used as an instrument of oppression and extor- 
tion by the police by suggesting that proceedings should only be instituted on 
the complaint of the outraged girl or her near relatives. There is also much 
to be said in favour of their prayer that the penalties proposed to be inflicted 
upon the offending husband might be considerably reduced. The extreme 
severity of punishment might deter the injured party from lodging a complaint 
against one nearly related. [The Gj, Mitra (85) of the same date expresses 
similar sentiments. | 


24. The Gujardts (84), in its issue of the Ist March, writes :—Notwith- 
standing the continuous and prolonged agitation on 

The Javer Bég meeting of the — of the supporters of Sir Andrew Scoble's Bill 
the supporters of the Age o' the Javer Bég meeting was but poorly attended. It 
pay gull aaa was neither so M nor so influentially re 
resented as the hav Bäg meeting, the number 

hardly exceeding 1,200. Taking an impartial view of the proceedings, it may 
be said with truth that the meeting was a failure on the whole. The speeches 
delivered on the occasion with one or two exceptions were not to the point and 
by no means up to the mark. The speakers were all compelled to admit more oF 
less that the Bill in its present form was not only quite unacceptable but un- 
desirable. The speeches were, no doubt, eloquent but by no means convincing. 
Mr. Kirloskar’s speech and the one that came from the chair were the only two 
exceptions. They were not only well received by the audience which mainly 
consisted of the ardent supporters of the Bill in any form, but their moderation 
on the whole seems to have met with universal approbation. It is a pleasant 
feature to note the recommendation made by the meeting to reduce the sentence 
in the case of offending husbands and to confine the right of initiating Us 
tions to a limited class of persons, but we also wish the meeting had at the same 
time suggested to Government the advisability of framing an independent section 


for dealing with offences by husbands and depriving Magistrates of their power 
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to entrust inquiries into such offences to the Police. Government have now 
before them fhe views of the supporters as well as the opponents of the Bill, and 
we feel confident they will receive the fullest consideration at their hands before 


its final passage through the Council. 


95. The Subodh Patrika (18), in its issue of the Ist March, writes :—If 
the opponents of the Age of Consent Bill have not 
The condact of ths oppo- been able to hold an orderly meeting in Bombay, their 
pents of the Age of Consent conduct in Poona towards the supporters of the Bill 
Bill towacds ite supporters as has even done irreparable damage to their cause. 
Poona. That conduct indeed was disreputable in the extreme, 
if not worse, so that no Government with a sense of self-respect can allow itself 
to be influenced by it in the slightest degree. But further, from their own point 
of view, it ought to pass for a gross tactical blunder. For if these people really 
thought that the supporters of the Bill were the small minority they represent 
them to be, what need was there to mob them as they were? Certainly, none 
of the oppositionists in Poona considered it worth his while to prevent the ladies’ 
meeting, evidently because it was expected to be a very small affair indeed. 
On the other hand, if they had thought the same of the other meeting, they 
would have been equally indifferent whether it was held or not. But the 
elaborate preparations which they made to disturb it and prevent people from 
attending gives good grounds for the belief that, but for their interference, they 
feared it would have been fully as large as theirs. In this way, by their fears 
of the meeting, they have given the lie direct to the statement that the sup- 
rters of the Bill are an inconsiderable minority. Have they not then b 
their shameful conduct on the occasion done even a greater service to the su 
porters of the Bill than if they had let them alone? As it is, in spite of the mob, 
quite a respectable number attended to vote a memorial in support of the Bill. 


26. The Din Bandhu (10), in its issue of the Ist March, writes :—The 
cowardly conduct of the Poona mob who assaulted the supporters of the Bill at 
Wednesday’s meeting, if allowed to pass unnoticed by the authorities, may lead 
to fresh outbreaks of fanaticism. In the absence of solid arguments to support 
their contention the orthodoxy of Poona is resorting to intimidation and boy- 
cotting—the last hope of despair. Orthodoxy in many other quarters is also 
largely taking to mass demonstrations, but nowhere as yet has such a disgrace- 
ful scene been witnessed as in Poona. The duty of Government at such a time 
is clear, and whatever be the ultimate result of their deliberations there is little 


doubt that mere clamour, violence and outbursts of fanaticism will have no 
weight with them. 


27. The Sudhdrak (19), in its issue of the 2nd March, writes: The conduct 
8 of the Police on Wednesday last was disgraceful and 
Police Sti (tC wardly in the extremo if ely it was nothing 
worse. It will hardly be believed, but it is a fact 
none the less, that some of these men, and especially a petty officer in charge of 
them, seemed to be wilfully allowing the mob to have its own way. That there 
was something wrong with these men might be seen from the facts that 15 of 
them could not control a mob which was dispersed in less than five minutes 
by only two European Constables, and that all orthodox papers of this place, 
which have hitherto been trotting out the inefficiency and unscrupulous- 
ness of the Police as one of their principal objections to the Bill, and which 
never miss an opportunity of crying down the Poona Police, are this time 
vying with each other in awarding praise to these “ protectors of public peace” 
for their zealous and scrupulous discharge of duty on that day! Zealous and 
scrupulous indeed, when it is remembered that two policemen were actually 
seen sitting even like unconcerned spectators, while some wretched creatures 


were doing all sort of damage to chairs and benches within less than a couple 
of yards from them 


28. The Indu Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 2nd March, writes :—There 
were indeed present at the meeting of the supporters of the Bill at Poona some 
2 pry 2 the command of 1 forme or hg but these 
protectors of the public peace were ap tly upon e breakers 
of peace. This -Phadke, we learn, 2 inconsiderable part in the protest 
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‘meeting before the Shanwär Wäda, and did his work at the present meeting 
‘to say the least, a most half-hearted way. It was only when the — 
‘of Police, Mr. Macpherson, arrived on the spot that the policemen were brought 
to a sense of their duty, and the cowardly bullies who were disturbing the 
were dispersed like chaff before wind. Mr. Macpherson is determined, we 
that the matter will not end here. We would certainly desire that the police. 
men who so shamefully betrayed their trust should be dealt with in an exem 
‘way. As to outsiders their conduct is in the highest degree reprehensible. 1. 
is said Messrs. Nämjoshi and Dhirap were at the house within the compound of 
the Kriddbhuvan from 4 o’clock. Mr. Tilak came to the place of the meeting 
at a little before 6. His arrival was a signal for loud cries of Tilak-ki-jaj, 
When asked at the door why being a pronounced opponent he had come to the 
meeting, he replied he came to escort the reporter of the Makrdtta and the 
Kesari who, he feared, would not be admitted and that he himself would not 
care to be present at the meeting even if allowed. Nevertheless he got into the 
compound and joined his friends at Mr. Kelkar’s house, which it may be noted 
overlooks the place of meeting and is only nominally a separate place. When 
Professor Bhändärkar, Rao Bahddur Bhide and others went to Mr. Kelkar’y 
house at his invitation for taking refuge from the mob they met there Mr. Tilak 
and others. The mob, who had by this time got into the compound, assailed the 
refugees with the most filthy and threatening language and were prevented from 
breaking into the house only by the door being securely fastened on the inside. 
The Police Jamädär, it is said, had frequent interviews with Mr. Tilak. On 
one occasion he said to Mr. Tilak, the people say they would disperse if he 
(Mr. Tilak) told them to do so. The Jamddir repeated the statement, and 
r. Tilak was even once moved to undertake the intercession, but his better genius 
counselled him not to interfere, and he replied he would not take the responsi- 
bility. Meanwhile some of the members of the meeting, who had escaped the 
fury of the mob, carried the news of the riot to Mr. Macpherson and the latter 
arrived with a fresh batch of Constables, When he arrived upon the scene 
he ordered the people to disperse on pain of arrest and the place was cleared 
in five minutes, The members who had taken shelter in Mr. Kelkar' 
house were then escorted to their houses by policemen. None of the lead. 
ing men, we are glad to note, suffered any bodily injury. Thus ended this in- 
glorious fight of reason with blind perversity. Comment is needless upon the 
facts. We make no suggestions. But we cannot help observing that the. 
opponents by allowing their zeal to outrun their judgment have done the great. 
est disservice to their cause. We are not yet in a position to say how far the 
leaders of the opposition were answerable for the doings of their followers. We 
think probably they are not answerable, But in any case, for the sake of the 
cause we have at heart, we would not wish that any of the men should be given 
an opportunity to pose themselves as martyrs. Another meeting should, we 
think, be held, if possible, at the same place, and Mr. Macpherson, who has, we 
understand, eal | promised to make arrangements to keep the peace jf a fresh. 
meeting be held, should be informed about it in time, The principle which the 
‘supporters desire to assert should be again asserted and the opponents taught a 
lessson in better manners, 


29. The Sudhdrak (19), in its issue of the 2nd March, writes :—Mr, Tilak’s 
presence in Mr. Kelkar’s house during the time of the 
The meeting of the sup- meeting wasa very unfortunate incident and betokened 


ei 45 ry 2 a lamentable error of judgment on that gentleman's 


nee in the Kriddbhuvan art. We are not prepared to charge Mr. Tilak with 
at the time, encouraging or even sympathising with the mab in 
their shameful work, but we cannot help feeling that 
Kriddbhuvan was not the place for him on that day. Mr. Tilak is the leader of 
that section of the Poona people who have taken up an attitude of uncom 
mising hostility to the Scoble Bill. He has become recently a kind of demigod 
to the orthodox community of this place, and we think he knows this. He should 
have seen that his presence in the Aridddhuvan, even as a mere unsympathetic 
apectator of the meeting, was sure to Ar. mob in ita unsympathetic 
aldtude towards the meeting. Mr. Tilak’s plea that he went there to escort the 
reporter of the Mahrdéte and Kesaré is abaolytely and entirely flimsy, Fancy 
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ladstone (to compare very very small things with very very 72 ones), 
— the 1 r of a Liberal paper to a Tory meeting or Lord Salisbury 
eonducting a Police notetaker to an open-air demonstration of Irish Nationalists | ! 


30, The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the Ist March, writes :—In regard to 
the meeting of the supporters of the Bill held in the 


Alleged attempt to bring Kriddbhuvan at Poona, we are pained to see that an 
disgrace upon some respect attempt is made to throw the responsibility of the 
able opponents of the Age oF disgraceful conduct of the mob on respectable and 
Consent Bill at Poona. l : respe 

Innocent parties whose only fault, if it can be so 
called, is that they are opponents of the Bill. The paper then quotes the 
telegram from Poona published in the Times of India of the 27th ultimo 
and says:—Mark the cunning skill with which the whole incident is given. 
There is no direct charge made out; evidently an impression is intended to be 
conveyed that the mob was instigated by Mr. Tilak to do what it did, that it 
obeyed his orders and wanted his orders for dispersal as if they had come there 

ursuant to his orders. We say on the best authority that Mr. Tilak had no 

and in that day’s disgraceful proceedings; that he could not have controlled 
the mob; that we do not believe that the mob was beyond the control of the 
police, a fact amply demonstrated by the Jamädär himself soon after dispersing 
the mob. From internal evidence we suspect that the telegram must have 
emanated from one of the leading supporters of the Bill. We challenge him 
whoever he may be or any of his colleagues to show a particle of reliable 
evidence connecting Mr. Tilak or Mr. Nämjoshi with the affair. It was evi- 
dently a dodge, by whom concocted we are not prepared to say, to induce 
Mr. Tilak to go and address the mob so that his disappointed opponents might have 
an opportunity to pounce upon him as the leader. The Jamddar was made a tool 
to set this trap. This dodge is of a piece with the other tactics employed by the 
other side. [The Kesari (44), in its issue of the 3rd March, expresses similar 
sentiments. | 


31. Referring to the anti-reform demonstration in connection with a 
meeting held at Poona to adopt a memorial in support 
Reasons why the mob be- of the Age of Consent Bill, the Mahrdtta (4), in its 
haved as they did at the issue of the Ist March, observes :—Looked at from 
meeting of the supporters of . ‘ n 
the Age of Consent Bill at one point of view the whole affair was a disgraceful 
Poona. one. When we contemplate the series of errors com- 
: mitted by the organisers of the meeting we cannot 
wonder at the result. Rarely has a Poona mob been more rowdy than it is said 
to have been on that day, People who have lived here for a long time say that 
Wednesday’s affair reminded them of the riot on the occasion of the Daydnand 
Saraswati’s visit to this city. Considering the exasperated state of the feelings 
of the orthodox party, it was certainly very imprudent to hold the meeting in 
such an exposed place. This was a direct challenge to the other party. Then 
the feeling of anger was further fomented by the offensive conduct of some of 
the promoters. The students, who have come to look upon admission to public 
meetings as one of their rights, who have been always encouraged in that belief 
by the very persons who now wanted to fight shy of them, were excited at 
being excluded. When we consider that the students of the Deccan College 
were recently invited to sign a memorial in favour of the Bill, when we know 
that some students were actually admitted, when we know that a general invita- 
tion was given to them some time back to form themselves into a Marriage 
Reform Association, we fail to see how they could be blamed for resenting 
exclusion from this meeting. No doubt there are many occasions when very 
— boys too attend meetings and oreate a disturbance. But this does not 
ustify the exclusion of advanced College students. Outside it was not a gather- 
g of students only, With them — 1 be seen grown up persons from different 
communities, and wonderful to relate there were a few distinguished reformers 
also, who, we learn, were enjoying themselves at the expense of the mob who 
were being excited by the use of taunting lang by the reformers we allude 
to above. It was impossible in such an saat os furious crowd to find out 
Who commenced the ring of stones, &c. But whoever did it, we cannot 
bring oureelves to believe that it was the boys. When it was once commenced 
We could understand how they might join in it half seriously, half for the fun 
CON 1874 
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of the thing, being encouraged by the example of older Er. We canno 
think that those who held the meeting did not expect this. For some tim 
past party-feeling has been running very high here. The utterances of th, 
reformers, their writings, their taunts and abuse have all roused very bitte 
feeling in the orthodox party. If you call a man a brute or an ass you will 
have no ground to complain if you receive brutal treatment or a few kicks from 
him. We are sorry that the age and position of men like Dr. Bhandarkar and 
Bhide were not respected. But if they went to find the real culprits, they mug 
look nearer home. When men write with their pens dipped in venom we mug 
be prepared for such scenes. For several days past abuse, contumely, insult, 
pet taunts unworthy to be heard from the lips of respectable persons, have been 
indiscriminately hurled at the devoted heads of the opponents of the Bill. We 
deliberately say that we were agreeably surprised to see that, notwithstanding all 
the fury of the mob, no actual harm was done. As a matter of fact although 
immediately after the rowdy proceedings rumours were afloat of several persons 
having received serious injuries, we made inquiries and learnt that these rumours 
were unfounded. This would prove that after all the crowd was not bent on 
serious mischief. Had it been, we think, the promoters of the meeting could 
scarcely have escaped scot-free. Though the aspect of affairs was threatening 
yet little harm to person was intended. We do not know if it is intended to take 
any serious steps in regard to the conduct of the mob of that day. Of course 
no one could object to the real offenders, when found, being punished. But all 
the same great discretion will have to be used. We say this as we have heard 
that in private conversation some of the promoters and sympathisers of Wednes. 
day’s meeting are making the most reckless charges against respectable persons 
who are incapable of conduct attributed to them. If the matter is to be taken 
into the law courts, we believe the other party will not be entirely free from 
liability. We hope that the elderly gentlemen of the party who have some 
common sense left in them will insist upon prudence and moderation. Other. 
wise the consequences will be disastrous. As it is matters have advanced too 
far. [The Kesari (44), in its issue of the 3rd March, expresses similar senti- 
ments. 


32. The Jagadhitechchhu (15), in its issue of the 28th February, seems 

: to approve of the riotous conduct of the students and 

The riotous conduct of the other people towards the supporters of the Age of 

mob at Poona towards the Consent Bill at Poona, says that the reformers have 
supporters of the AgeofCon- themselves to thank for the assault committed 

sent Bill approved of. , comm on 

them by the mob, and warns them against any more 

attempts at disturbing the peace of the Native Society by proposals of absurd 

social reforms. ‘The experience of Poona, adds the paper, ought to inform 

Government of the provocation and irritation caused to Hindus in general by 

matters concerning their women and to give an idea of the excitement which 

the passing of the Bill is likely to cause among the Hindu public. 


Part ITI.—Municipalities. 


38. The Nagar Samdchdr (51), in its issue of the 28th February, 
observes:—When we see the order of Mr. Loch, 
Collector of Dhulia, prohibiting the application of a 
ortion of municipal funds to the reception of His 
Sxcellency the Governor during his visit to the 
place, and declaring such an act of the Municipality as contrary to the 
visions of the Municipal Act, and note at the same time the silence observed 
by the Collector of Näsik in a similar case, we cannot but say that a general 
Resolution of Government is necessary to preserve unity of procedure in all 
such matters in future. : 


34. The Brdhma Patrika (144), in its issue of the 25th February, says :— 
Justice is dealt by the Municipality of Poona to the 
21 2 Braͤhmins but not to other classes. There is some mis- 
of Poona. * management in the municipal accounts. Almost all 


the servants of the Corporation are Brdhmins, and if 


Demand for a Resolution 
about Municipal money spent 
on receptions to Governors. 


* 
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4 Marätha or a Mahomedan applies for employment, he is informed that there 
is no vacancy, while a Bréhmin is readily provided for. Persons desirous of be- 
coming Municipal Commissioners spend sums of money between Rs. 25 and 500 
each, evidently with the object of being benefited on entering the Commission. 


35. A correspondent of the Brdhma Patrika (144), in its issue of the 25th 

— February, says that a prohibition has been issued by the 

Alleged injustice done by Municipality of Poona against public preaching in the 

the Municipality of Poona to open ground in front of the — Väda, on the 
public preachers. alte , ; 

eg und that it causes disturbance to the 

market held there; however, on the same spot has a pavilion been receutly 

erected for holding public meetings of Brähmins and the plea of a disturbance to 

the market has ceased. There seems no one to ask the Corporation why it has 

allowed the pavilion to be erected when public preaching on the same spot has 

been prohibited ? remarks the writer. 


36. Svadesh Bandhu (180), in its issue of the 4th March, requests the 

Municipality of Mahudha, a town in the Kaira 

A request to the Munici- District, to open an English school as the inhabitants 

1 aS as the of that town are too poor to send their boys to Nadiéd 

English School and to provide or Ahmedabad for their education. The same paper, 

a fire-engine. in another place, says that much difficulty is experienced 

in extinguishing fires occurring in the same town on 

account of the absence of a fire-engine, and requests the Corporation to provide 
one without delay. 


Part IV. Native States. 


37. The Hitechchhu (86) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of the 5th March, 
observes :—Since his appointment in 1885 as Political 
Colonel Scott, Political Agent of Mahi Käntha, Colonel Scott has been od 
2% 0 * Kintha, vet, sistently filling up vacancies occurring under him 
under him to the people of by appointing to them his own favourites who were 
his district. brought from other districts in preference to really 
deserving * of the province under him. One of 
the men so appointed was Mr. Ganesh Gangädhar, Thänadär, Bävisi Zilla. He 
was reported so favourably by Colonel Scott that Government have been recently 
leased to confer on him the personal distinction of Rdo Sdéheb. While Major 
erris was Acting Political Agent, several criminal charges were preferred against 
the Thänadär and he has been committed to the Sessions. Mr. James, Commis- 
sioner, N. D., has also found fault with him on a careful inspection of his office, 
and has recorded remarks unfavourable to Colonel Scott and his Assistant. 
Colonel Scott has filled the temporary vacancy caused by the suspension of 
Mr. Ganesh Gangädhar by appointing Mr. Hirdchand Devji, who has, it is 
said, little knowledge of law. 


G. M. SA THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
10th March 1891. 
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(For the week ending 7th March 1891.) 


pier 1.—Politics and the Public Administration— 


Appointments : 
Degradation of Shripat Govind Joshi, late Mämlatdär of Haliydl 
in Dhérwér District, disapproved of 6 
The — in the Revenue Department in Ahmednagar District found 
fault with bis 65 
Burial Grounds: The European Burial Ground at Dbärvar ai 5 
Census: Alleged death of un enumerator at the last —in Bombay 6 
Forests: Saggestions regarding the Forest Rules 5 


Justices of the Peace : 

List of new —, Bombay, found faalt with. 5 
This year’s list of new — in Bombay considered satisfactory ass 5 
Opium : A prayer to Government to restrict the sale of — at Bombay .. 5 
Police : 
A complaint against Mr. Gibbs, a hag oer of —, Surat ea 5 

Rumour about a murder at Worli in Bombay and a suggestion to 
the — 6 

Religious Feuds: An order of the Commissioner, S. D. 1 pronounced to be 
6 


partial .. ay er 500 see 


Parr II. Legislation — 


Age of Consent Bill: 
A ladies’ meeting in Bombay in support of the — 9 
Alleged uttempt to bring disgrace upon some respectable opponente 
of the — at Poona 13 


A request to Government not to enact the — as the whole of the 
illiterate native population of India, civil as well as milita 
believe the proposed measure to be an interference with their 


religion one ee as a 8 
‘Conduct of the Poona Police: 
The Sudharak ... cas ae vo 11 
The Indu Prakash ore ron sc 11 
Ladies’ meetings in support of the —- 355 se 9 
Ladies’ meeting in su ry of the—at Ahmedabad... 10 
Mr. V. V. A'tblye, „ LL. B., Judge of the Varishtha Court, 
Baroda, on the — 7 


Opposition of the Mahomedans to the — and their denunciation of 
the leadership of those 0 them who have received English 


education 9 
Reasons why the mob behaved as they did at the meoting of the 
ä porters of the — at Poona 13 
Seleot + Ournmnittee’ s report on tho—, approved * 7 
The — and a tradition among the Mahomedans about early consum- 
mation of his 8 by ht ek Mahomed a 8 9 
The — controversy .. 10 
Tue Javor Bag meeting of the ‘aupporters “of the — considered a 
sniccess 10 
The Javer Big meeting of the tupporters of the — considered a total 
failure * * 10 
The ome of the opponents. of the — towards its supporters at 
00na ; * 
The Subedh Patrika eee eee eee 11 
The Din Bandhu * 11 
The meetings of the supporters of the — at Poona and Mr. Tilak a 
presence in the Kriddbhuvan at the time 2 12 
The riotous conduct of the mob at Poona towards the tupporters 
of the — R proves of eee eee eee 14 
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Past III. - Municipalitieoe— 


Mahudha: A request to the Municipality of —in the Kaira District to 


open an English school and to a fire-engine ... “as 
Poona : 


Alleged injustice done by the Munici of —to public preachers. 
nk ici ire oe 
Receptions to Governors: Demand for a Resolution about Municipal 

Pant IV .—Native Stat 
Mahi Käntha: Colonel Scott, Political t, censured for not givin 
- tate Eis to th Quetta of ide teas eee 1 
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CONFIDENTIAL} 


ohr ON NATIVE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BERA‘R, FOR THE 
WEEK ENDING n MARCH 1891. 


ä 


List of Newspapers published in Berdr. 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. 


— 


AwneL_o-Mara Tul. 


The Pramod Sindhu cei . Umrdwati (Amrdoti).. 
Vaidarbh . ...| Akola... se 
Varhdd (Berar) Samachar soe) | 


33 
IL 


Man' THI. 


The Shetakari ... eee eee} OUmrdwati (Amrdoti).. 
„ Shuddha Varhédi... vain „„ 8 
„ Suryakänt 105 as . Ellichpur 


_ 


The Pramod Sindhu (1), in its issue of the 27th February, invites the 

Po} 3 attention of the Deputy Commissioner at Amräoti to 

Ae, e the report that cows, bullocks and buffaloes are poisoned 

by the Mähärs of that place for the sake of their hides, 

and observes that the crime will not be put a stop to unless the right of the 
Mähärs to the hides of dead cattle of the town is taken away. 


G. M. SA'THE’, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
10th March 1891. 


‘CONFIDENTIAL. } No. 11 or 1891. 


REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


For the Week ending 14th March 1891. 


List of Newspapers and Periodicals 


Names of Newspapers. : Place of publication. | 


ENGLISH. : 
The Bombay East Indian... «.  .../ Bombay 
Indian Spectator... 500 800 a 
Käthiäwär Times 0 4 RAjkot . Dai 
% ͤᷣ ᷣ / v eee | le 
Phoenix ‘ae * wes Karachi ee ...| Bi-weekly 
Quarterly Journal of the Poona Sarva- 
janik Saba si ...| Poona... * se — 
Sind Times * eee eee eee) Karachi eee i-week y 


ANMGLO-MARATRHI. 


The Amba Lahari are one ... Poona ... 
Bodh Sudhakar . ve 25 .../ SAtdra ... 
Din Bandhu eee eee eee eee) Bombay 
Dnyän Chakshu... ... 4. «ss; Poona „ ö 
Dnyénoday& g.. Bombay VF! 
%% ͤͤ ²⁰˙· w- „Bi- Weekly 
Indu Prakash ... eee eee ... Bombay * „Weekly ... 
Jagad-hitechebhu “si 2 „ Poona ... ne „ 
Native Opinion Bombay «„ ane] Bis Weekly 
Prabhakar 5 sek oi Do. 5 .»-| Dail 
Subodh Patrika ... ous Sick od Oe aes <i Week 
Sudhärak VV Do 
Vartahar ... as as sae Bombay 


MaRATHI. 


ly pi 


The Arunodaya me . sas ..| Thana... 
„ A’ryAvart ea 0 55 Dhulia. 
Bakul 


oe 5 * 1 | Ratndgiri 
Belgaum Samachar - 5 a a 


Bhämini Prakésh es a ..| Poona . 
Chanddnshu _... vel „ Tasgaon 

Chandrodaya eee 

Chikitsak ran ...| Belgaum 
Chi pta eee eee eee eee Karad ee 
Daivadnya Samachar ...  ... —... | Bombay 
Dakshin Vritt ...0 00... oes Zalhäpur 
Dharwar Vritt ... eo 0 Dharwar 


Dnyän K a ..| Kolhapur 
Gan Laber ave Nasik... 


Hindu Punch ... wes 0 | Thana 
Hitechchhu eee eee 9 9 Bi 
Holkar Sarkär Gazette ... 

Ad rah 88 eee 


U og eee te eee 
Khandesh Vaibher’ 
Mahdrdshtra Mitra ie 


SSS SPS F FFs 


7 


Names of Newspapers. 
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MAAA TI — continued. 


The Mabäräshtra Vritt 
Moda Vritt oe 
—— rn 
115 
ndhu ... 
LR „„ 
Poona Vaibhav ... ae 
Prabodh Chandrika _... 


Prabodh Ratna ... 


Pustak 


; ses 
Saty’ Shodhak ... 
Saty’ Sadan... 
Sholäpur Samächär 
Shri Shivaji one 500 
Shubh Sucha 9 
Sudhäkar ee FS 
Suman‘ and Satyt Sudha 
oe one ‘ 
*, ose 

„ Vidushak ... eee 
Vidya Vilds eee 
viet * ses 
Vividh Dny4n Vistär 
Vrittadhära : 
Vritiasér ... 
Vritt Sudha 
Vydpdrottejak . 


ANGLO-GUJARA'TI. 


The Din Mani. 

— —_ ‘ns 
ujarat Darpan ... 

Gujarati ae : 

Gujarat Mitra 

Hitechchhu 

Kaiser-i-Hind 

Rast Goftär 

Surat Akhbér 

Sury& Prakash 


* 
20 


GUJARAT). 


The Ahmedabad Times 
„ Ajab ai aes 
„ Akhbäre Sod 
„ A' ry Dharm ash 
„ Bombay Samächär 
» Broach Mitra... 
„ Broach Samdchér 
„ Buddhi Prakdsh ... 
„ Chanak... ace 
» Deshi Mitra ane 
„ Dnyänodayl ane 
„ Dnydn Vardhak ... 
» Furaad pis 
1 
„ Gorakshak sa 
„ Gul Afchän 
» Hindi Punch 
„ Hindusthän at 
„ Jaime Jamahetd  .., 
Kaira Khetiwddi Patra... 
Kaira Vartamia ..., 
KAdside Mumbai 
Kithidwdr Times 
Kelavni aee eee 
han 


Pune Särvajanik Sabhechen Mäsik 


...| Vengurla 
408 Kardd n 
...| Kolh4pur 
...| Shähäpur 
Bombay 
Dhär .. 


Wäi 


Bombay 


„ Broach... ws 
..| Ahmedabad ... 
„Sant.. 
Bombay 
„Surat ins 
...| Ahmedabad ... 
Bombay 


Do. 


.| Surat 


Do. 


Ahmedabad 
ee Surat eee 
Bombay 


Do. 
Do. 


.-| Broach 


Do. 


„ Ahmedabad . 
Surat ... 


oe a 


i Broach 
.| Bombay 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


1 
Ahmedabad 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do 


.. | Fortnightly 
Weekly 


Do. 


. Monthly 
Weekly . 


. 
Do. 


ie Fortnightly 


„ Weekly 
me 9 ig 
...| Bi-wee 

Weekly 


ly 


a 
mh ca 


Do 


Monthly... 
„Weekly ... 
Monthhy e. 

0 f 


— 
* 


828888 


146 


147 
148 
149 
150 
151 
152 
153 


155 The Pandit eee eee eee eee eee Bombay eee eee Weekly eee eae 1,075 
EnouisH, Mara'tH!I AND GuJaRa' TI. 
156 The Baroda Vatsal eee eee eee eee Baroda eee eee Weekly vee Tt 900 
SINDI. 
187 | The Mdawin-i-Majma-i-Mahammadi Karachi „„ E 360 
188 99 Muin-ul-Ialam eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do, eee eee 290 
159 75 Sind Sudhär eee eee eee eee Do, eee eee Do. eee eee 650 
ANGLO- PORTUGUESE. 
160 0 An lo- Lusitano eee 208 eee eee Bom eee eee Wee eee 90 4 500 
161 0 2 Britannico eee eee eee De eee eee Ba eee ees 4 
102 — r % De. — a ea se 600 


n 


Names of Newspapers. 


Guzara TI — continued. 


„ Sneha Sindhu... are . ive ee i 

1 Stri Bodh... eee eee (se es 0 eee * eee 0 58 
9 Stri Mitra eee foe eee eee eee eee Do. ee * 697 
” Svadesh Bandhu eee eee eee ee 0 Weekl eee 0 200 
7 Svadesh Vatsal eee eee eee eee * Mon y eee ee 300 
„ Udichya Hitechchhu Patra oe a g . ns 550 
9 Vidny4n Vilds 5 eee eee eee ee ee Do. eee ee 825 
, Vidya Kalpalatika oes cee 0 — 2 1, 000 
„ Vidya Mitre =... aus ee Monthly j 450 


ANGLO-Ka’NARESE. 


The Kannada Suvarte... 


Ka’'NARESE. 


‘The Chandroday& 


Satya Vritt 
MARa’THI AND Ka’'NARESE. 


The Shri Siddheshvar F 
Hixpl. 
The Bhérata Bhräta „„ / ( eee 367 
// / ĩ ͤ . ( „ lO 100 
„ Ratnaprakäsh Ratlaem . . Ratläm 6 a ws 65 


An6Lo-URpv. 


The Mahomedan Herald _.... 10 


Weekly eee 


Urpu. 


The Akhbäre Ratan Prakash Ratlam 


...| Ratldm ous „ Weekly so ae 33 
„ Charkhäri Akhbar wa es „„ Rew&h ia ...{ Fortnightly “es 21 
„ Dhär State Gazette  ...| Dhar „ 270 
„ Eh-ti-shamul Akhbar Jhowra ... Jhowra : eee 64 
„ Gwalior Gazette ‘nn Gwalior ; 8 850 
WWW oa «„ | Bombay ahs * 
„ Kushful Akhbär. . am oe „ 7 Do. 0 200 

PERSIAN. ) 


The Iklil ne ae 


ExdLisn, Mara'tH! AND HINpI. 


Karachi a“ ee eee an 


| 


Notes.—A, The notices from the different News have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics, — * 


B. The names of Newspapers are printed in the body of the Report in italies, and the number of the News: 
paper in the above list is printed in — alter the name. * = — 


O. Th ot 
Ode 8 @ ayetem 8 


or d) ia the } 
never placed at the end of a word. This rule has been strictly followed, except that when the shor a * to be 
baol tis pointed 


absolutely necessary 
with a mark over it 


pelling vernacular words followed b 
List of the Bombay Presidenc 
letter of a word, the accent is 


the Reporter ia the same as that tented in the 
One peculiar feature of this system ie that when the long a (Wf 


an out, and the short a(S = in gun) is, to prevent confusion, 


to complete the unciation of in 4 the well kno 
oe todas that I — — 


— at — 


- ~ — — — 
= 8 1 * 2 1 - —— 
Wis” — 10 5 — — 8 SS ee re NM ren 2 


Part I.—Politice and the Public Administration. 


1. The Kaiser-1-Hind (87), in its issue of the 8th March, writes :—Really 

. it is to be devoutly wished that some independent 

The Indian Budget and non- official member in the Vice islative Coun- 
the salt-daty- cil will have the courage to criticize boldly and freely 
the appalling military expenditure which draws off at a swoop the entire land 
revenue of the country. The tax-eaters seem to be eating away the very vitals 
of the rayats, soto say. But unless there is a strong and indignant protest from 
the people’s representatives in the Council,—a protest which ought to find a loud 
echo in every public meeting organised in the various centres of political activity— 
no hope of curbing the rash and headlong “ policy? which so mischievously 
dominates the Government and renders the Finance Department powerless and 
helpless, can be entertained. India at this moment wants a Viceroy and Governor- 
General of the force of character of a Ripon and the political sagacity of a Can- 
ning to put an end to the abnormal and wasteful military activity that is allowed 
to run riot on the North-West frontier of the Empire. We have spent well nigh 
thirteen krors on special defences, which, if subjected to an independent criticism 
of experts like Colonels Maurice and Home, might lead to such a scandal as to 
rouse the indignation of the entire population. In fact, the responsible military 
hierarchy absorb all our growing revenues and receipts, all our new taxations, 
all our improvements and economies, and all our savings, as fast as they are 
collected. They are veritably the harpies of old,—the harpies who are sucking 
the very life-blood of the nation. When will India be spared from this cala- 
mitous bleeding process? We answer, again, when we have a strong- minded and 
righteous Viceroy of the firmness of a Ripon and of the wisdom of a 3 
In this connection it is of primary importance to remember An ope 


given by the Government at the time the duty on salt was rai ven then 


there was a deficit in opium and railway receipts amounting to 72 lakhs, besides 


the further loss by exchange of nearly an equal amount. But the Government 
declared openly and explicitly that the duty would be set back to its former 
rate of Rs. 2 per maund as soon as the finances were in a flourishing condition. 
Will the Finance Minister or any other member of the Government have the hardi- 
hood to deny the material improvement the finances of the country have under- 
gone since 1888 ? The duty was submitted to because it was said to be temporary 
It was raised to give relief to the embarrassments which the mischievous policy 
of the Government itself had created. The finances have improved. Wh 
then should Government be slow to redeem its solemn pledge? On the fulfilment 
of this promise will depend the confidence which Her Majesty's Indian subjects 
may hereafter repose in its public declarations. Government may in order to 
indulge in all sorts of wild trans-frontier and other warlike schemes, continue 
to maintain the duty at the present rate. It may put off its remission on this, 
that, or other plea of a similar character. It is the easiest thing in the world 
to maintain taxation till the end of time, and we should not be surprised if year 
after year some plea is put forward for the postponement of the remission. The 
question, however, is whether it is honest of Government to trifle so with its 
solemn pledge ; especially, in reference to a taxation on a necessary of life like 
salt. What popular feeling is on this subject was well reflected in the speeches 
which the various speakers made at the Congress on this question. The memorial 
Which its President was authorized to prepare and forward has been in the 
hands of the Finance Department for some time t, and the Government is 
bound to pay to it the consideration it deserves. e now hear that there is to 
be no discussion on the budget! This is a disagreeable surprise, if the report 
be true. For Lord Lansdowne gave a distinct promise last year in the open 
Council that he would allow members the opportunity of discussing the budget 
Whether or not there was legislation to be introduced in its connection. Is 
the Viceroy going to write his words in water? We refuse to believe so, and 
trust the report given by a daily contemporary may prove unfounded. [The 
Hitechchhu (86) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of the 12th March, expresses similar 
sentiments. | } 
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2. The Sind Sudhdr (159), in its issue of the 28th February, writes: 
nn to be After the mutiny of 1857, Her Majesty the Queen 
observed between Natives and issued a Proclamation announcing that all Her sub. 
Europeans in several matters jects, to whatever religion and creed they may belong, 
1 of Proclamation of would be treated equally. Such words proceeding 9 
. they did from the mouth of the Sovereign, fully assured 
the people that their rights would no longer be trodden under foot and that 
. receive the same kind of treatment as was being accorded to the Euro 
But, in practice, the proclamation is a dead letter. The judicial law, in parti 
cular, which should not be partial to people of any caste or creed, also draws dis. 
tinctions between the Natives and the Europeans. As an instance, we 
mention that a European accused of having committed an offence is liable to be 
tried only by a European Magistrate exercising First Class powers, while a Native 
charged with a similar offence is triable by a Magistrate of any class. Besides, 
the Magistrates are invested with higher powers in respect of the Natives. If, 
European offender is committed toa Court of Sessions or to a District Magis. 
trate for trial, he cannot be sentenced to more than twelve or six months’ im. 
prisonment; but in the case of Natives the Sessions Judge can pass the sentence 
of death. The Europeans are exempted from the sentence of transportation, 
while Natives are not. Many other distinctions can be pointed out. But at 
present, putting them aside, we beg to draw the attention of the public to a very 
strange rule revently passed by Government. It has been ruled that one year’s 
furlough after 15 years’ service should count towards pension provided such 
period be spent out of India. Now, every one will admit that the above rule 
is absurd and partial. Its object, apparently, is to deprive the Natives of the 
benefit conferred by it. If the Secretary of State had assigned any cogent 
reasons for passing this rule, the Natives would have had no reason to be 
dissatisfied. But to pass such a rule arbitrarily is against the benign policy 
of the British Government. It would seem that India has either committed a 
great sin, by reason of which a right, though admitted by the rules, is lost simply 
by living in it; or it would seem that because India is in the Torrid Zone and 
the climate of it is disagreeable to the Europeans, they have condemned it and 
deprived it of the above benefit. Justly speaking, it is ridiculous to compel the 
natives of India to spend their furlough acquired after 15 years’ service ina 
foreign country and to induce Europeans to leave India and enjoy the breeze of 
their native place. The above is very unjust. We therefore beg to invite the 
attention of Government to this absurd rule and trust that all newspapers and 
ublic bodies will take up this question and move Government to abolish the 
distinction they have now made. 


8. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 8th March, writes :—The Marwari 
is known to have one vice,-—intense love of money. He 
will stoop to anything to earn a pie. Every one is 
aware how interest and capital are with him very 
loose terms. Both of them can be so manipulated as to secure one object—the 
increase in the amount of the debt. Ghee for one pice and “ one pice for 
the ghee” is the way in which the accounts are made up. And for these dis- 
honourable tricks the Mdrwiri is justly hated by those who have the misfortune 
to get into his clutches. Very often we hear of risings of the poor, down- 
trodden and ruined rayats against the Märwäri money-lenders, the usual way to 
pay off old debts being to cut off the noses of these obnoxious people. When 
such outrages are committed it is not unusual to find even the greatest lovers 
of peace exclaiming: They have got their due.“ The Marwari, however, never 
boasts of being humanitarian. Our Government is a Christian one and 
those who constitute it would resent being compared to a Marwari; but all the 
same, the policy of our Government in regard to money-matters is very Marwati- 
like, and with the vast resources of Government the said policy is much mor 
mischievous than that of any number of Märwaͤris can ever be. We will now 
uote here a case in point. The paper here refers to a suit instituted ins 
unsif’s court in the district of Chittagong for the recovery of the surplus sale 
proceeds of three tdlukiis which had been sold on the 8rd October 1877 for the 
recovery of arrears of Government revenue; and remarks :—No doubt the law i 


The British Government 
compared to a Marwari. 
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on the side of the Government. Technically the Government is within its 
‘ohts in refusing to give up the money. But was the refusal worthy of a 
moral, honourable and above all a Christian Government ? 


4. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 8th March, writes :—The 
account of the defence of Bombay from the supposed 

The defence of Bombay night attack by a naval foe is highly interesting, 
from the sapposed might and ought to let people know how wide awake is our 


— oo” foe, and Government about the ex situation of our city. 
But in the account given there is a ludicrous or rather 


a mischievous incident that ought not to fail to attract the attention of the 
native reading public—the rising of Natives in the native town, and the 
despatch of Volunteers for their suppression. The loyalty of the natives of Bom- 
bay has been unquestioned and made conspicuous — 1 by intrinsic evidence. 
And yet an imaginary naval attack is made the ground for our militaries to plan 
a scheme of operations against the natives of this city whose whole native civil 
population, be it remembered, is altogether disarmed, while the whole Euro 
pulation, both civil and military, is armed to the teeth. Moreover, while a 
— loafer, be he a genuine European or Eurasian, can purchase freely 
any number of arms orany amount of ammunition, the most highly placed 
Native is not allowed to purchase either arms or ammunition without the 
permission of the Police Commissioner. Who will not say, then, that such a 
ition is extremely humiliating, and the assurances of our rulers about our 
— are quite hollow? A revolt in the native town may be as imaginary as 
the naval attack, but the significance of a military plan of repression is a thing 
which we cannot afford lightly to look at. Even a negro in England is a free- 
man, but a native of India with all his educational and other concomitants is 


not half so free | 


5. The Bakul (23), in its issue of the 8th March, writes:—The decisions 
— by the Settlement Officers regarding Khoti 
Decisions of Settlement lands situated in the Ratndgiri District appear to be 
sn le eds to Knott final, possessing the force of precedence. Against the 
er. deeisions passed by the Settlement Officers some of the 
parties concerned filed suits in the civil court, but in 
one case it has been decided that the court had no power to interfere with the 
Settlement Officer’s decision. In some cases the decision of the Settlement Officer 
is to the effect that the tenants of a Khoti village should pay to their Khot 
(landlord) a fixed portion of the produce of their fields, but it so happens that 
this portion is less than the assessment paid to Government in respect of those 
lands. The Settlement Officer’s decisions are thus working a great injury 
to the Khots. But there seems nobody ready to do justice to the wronged 
landlords. The decisions passed from time to time by the Settlement Officers 
have created disputes among the people. It is a great pity that the decisions 
passed by these officers cannot be appealed against. 


6. The Pratod (58), in its issue of the 9th March, says:—The Superin- 
tendent of Police of a certain district recently visited 

. unjust conduct of a täluka town while he was on tour, and issued a 
the Wo leotar and the Super written order fining the Police Jamädür in the sum of 
pore pra l gig rupees two for having failed to supply green fodder 
for his horse. A sheep was obtained by the same 

Jaméddr for supplying to the same Superintendent of Police and tied up in the 
pound. The Collector of the district happened to visit the pound at this time, 
and enquired to whom did the sheep belong, and was told that it was in- 
tended for the Superintendent. The latter offloer was written to by the Collector, 
who received a reply from the Superintendent that the animal did not belong 
to him. The Jamädär's deposition was taken by the Collector who fined him 
rupees five though he gave the true account. Under what law has the Jamddér 
been fined by the Superintendent of Police for failing to supply green fodder to 


his horse? asks the Pratod. 


at Umbargaon, 
(95), in its issue of the 12th Septem 
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11 uiries and this time discov that 
the deceased died not from hea, but from a serious assault made on him by 
the accused who was hag yf proceeded against. This conduct of the poliet 
was in itself censurable, but there is still worse to follow. The witnesses pro- 
duced by the police to prove the charge brought against the accused wer 
residents not of the village to which the deceased belonged, but of a neighbour. 
ing brig ws and it was shown at the trial by the legal representative of the 
accused that these witnesses gave such conflicting evidence as led to the in. 
ference that they were tutored to give false evidence. The sentiments recorded 
by the Judge and the result of the trial confirm this view of the evidence of the 
witnesses for the prosecution, placing the conduct of the police in a bad light. 
This case supports the complaint frequently made about the oppression practised 
on poor villagers by the police and the miscarriage of justice therefrom. It is 
to be hoped that due enquiries will be made by Government and an improve. 
ment will be effected in the working of the police, 


8. The Pratod (58), in its issue of the 9th March, attributes the increase 
of crime in the Satdra district to the absence of the 
system of roll-call of criminal classes and wanderi 


Increase of crime in the 
Sdtéra District and a sugges- 


ion to the district officers, tribes which is followed in the Dhärwär district, 
* 8 requests the Superintendent of Police and the District 
Magistrate of Satara to introduce the system in their district and to keep a 
strict watch on the criminal classes. 


9. The Bakul (23), in its issue of the 8th March, ** that a party of 


Beluchis has appeared at Ratnägiri like last year, and 

R 3 uri. of Beeches oh it being — 1 it would — about the district to 

oppress the poor rayats as it did before, it is to be 

hoped that the district authorities will take proper steps for the protection of 
the rayats. 


10. The Guj ard Darpan (83), in its issue of the 8th March, observes :— 

; The printed forms for the recent census were devised 

in dn oo co tion with careful consideration, but it is believed that 

7 owing to ignorance and carelessness of the enumerator 

as well as the people, the correct ages and religious sects of the Hindus have not 

been noted. Since the agitation made by Mr. Malbäri, Government have been 

desirous of knowing the ages at which marriages are generally performed among 

Hindus and the precise number of the higher classes among them, but this in- 

formation will not be found in the census; for instance, the religious sect of 
Rdmdnandi includes Kolis and other low classes as well as the higher castes. 


Part II.—Legislation. 


11, In alluding to the telegraphic summary of the 8th instant of the 
report of the Select Committee on the Bill to amend 

Approval of the Select the Indian Factories Act, the Jdme Jdmehed (109), in 
2 eg > 2 its issue of the 9th March, says: —It is to be hoped that 
Factories ‘Act: except in one this Bill will be soon passed into a law as the selfish 
partioular. and designing but influential cotton manufacturers 
of Manchester are trying hard to incorporate in the 

Bill such provisions as would not fail to seriously check the rising cotton indus- 
try in India, and one cannot say that Lord Cross will not succumb to a strong 
ure brought to bear on him, and consent to the wishes of selfish Manchester. 

e provision for observing every Sunday as a holiday except in certain casei 
will give satisfaction to the mill-hands as well as the -owners, since the 


Mill-owners’ Association at Bombay has on its recoyd a resolution for the closing 


as female 


ae See Paes onal & ant Ow 
prove satisfactory 
labourers are not made to work in any mill for more than 10} hours, and it is 


reasonable that work for a longer time than the proposed limit should not 
qui®cscted from them. No a ble loss would r 
trom the proposed provision prohibiting employment of children under 

of fourteen except under the shift system, as child labour is so very cheap. 
motion made by the Honourable Messrs. Nugent and Mackay that the of 
the public on the amended Bill should be ascertained, is quite appropriate. 
(The Broach Samdchir (97), in its issue of the 12th „expresses similar 
sentiments. } 


12. In noticing the full text of the Bill, the same newspaper, in its issue of 
the 12th March, says :—It is gratifying that there is every probability of the 
Bill being passed into a law before the close of the present month, but there is 
one point in the Bill that needs particular attention before the enactment of the 
measure. The mill-hands unanimously expressed their anxious desire that 
Sunday should be a close holiday. Moreover, the Mill-owners’ Association had 
at alarge meeting arrived at the resolution to observe the weekly holiday, closing 
the mills at an early hour on Saturday afternoon for the purpose of cleaning the 
machinery on the same day. To give force to this prayer of the mill-hands the 
Factory Commission made a similar recommendation in its able report; but the 
amended Bill permits the employment of mill-labourers on a Sunday for 
examining, cleaning or repairing machinery, Thus Sunday will not be a com- 
plete holiday and the mill-hands will be deprived of the weekly rest of which 
they so much stand in need. Itis therefore to be hoped that the Factory 
Commission’s recommendation will be adopted in preference to the one made by 
the Select Committee. Some time ought to be allowed to mill-labourers and the 
Mill-owners’ Association to express their sentiments on the Billas amended by 
the Select Committee. . 


13. After admitting that the short Act lately passed to amend the Criminal 
Procedure Code for the purpose of granting compen- 
Remarks on the new Act for sation to the accused in a case of frivolous and vexa- 
granting compensetion to the tious complaint, is an improvement on the Bill as 
and vexatious complaint. introduced, the Jdme Jamshed (109), in its issue of the 
llth March, says:—The amount of the compensation 
is restricted to Rs, 50 to each accused. This is the old limit which we consider 
might with advantage have been extended. For it is obvious that Rs. 50 would 
be no punishment to rich persons by whom this form of complaint is much 
affected. It is a blot also upon the Act that Magistrates of all classes have 
recisely the same power in this respect. A Magistrate of the Third Class can 
inflict a fine of not more than Rs. 50 for offences which he may try and he may 
also grant compensation of Rs. 50 to an accused person. In the same way a 
Second Class Magistrate may fine up to Rs. 200 and a First Class Magistrate up 
to Rs. 1,000, but these higher officers cannot award a higher compensation than 
Rs. 50. In the case of the Third Class Magistrate his power to award compen- 
sation is equal to his power of fine. But in the case of the First Class Magis- 
trate his power to grant compensation is only one-twentieth of the powers of 
fine. Clearly there is room for improvement here. Either the power of the 
Third Class Magistrate is too high, or the power of the First Class Magistrate is 
too low. Considering the circumstances and surroundings under which Sub- 
ordinate Magistrates exercise their powers, we consider it would have been 
advisable to restrict their power of granting compensations to a much smaller 
sum than Rs. 50. It is true that their orders may be appealed against, but 
appeals in the rural districts are rare and the right of appeal is not a sufficient 
safeguard against an abuse of this power. 


14. In noticing the report of the Select Committee on the Age of Consent 
8 I, the Jdme Jamshed (109), in its issue of the 9th 
me Select ao Be — 1 March, says: — The recommendations made by the 
Age of Consent Bill. e Select Committee remove to a certain extent the 
harshness of the original Bill, but it would be more 


hatisfactory to the Hindu community were the suggestions made the other day 
con 158g—3 2 


10 


= <> Bill at Bombay at their meeting at Javer 
t was „with the unanimous consent of the peo 
the case of an outrage committed on a girl below the am 
usband, the former or her nearest relative or her 
persons on whose complaint the case should be taken up, and u 
ears provided in the Bill for the offending husband being ove, 
altered to 1 for a year or six months. The 


ons were moderate and their adoption would not have in any way mi 
the intentions of the Bill. | 


15. The Gujardt Darpan (83), in its issue of the 12th March, writes: 
We do not think people will be quite satisfied with the alterations suggested ly 
the Select Committee on the Scoble Bill. In the first place, they do not go fy 
— to disarm all opposition, and, in the second place, the evil of polig 
interference they provide against will have only an indirect check, quite depend. 
ing on the personnél of the magistracy and police. They recommend that 
Magistrates of the highest class should be permitted to take cognizance of th, 
offence of rape committed by a husband on his girl-wife, and that when a polio 
investigation is deemed necessary, such Se ae should be made by u 
officer of a superior rank. These amendments do not make such a compromig 
as would conciliate the party opposed to the Bill. We admit that the alteration 
are suggested in the hope of the Bill proving acceptable to the people and at thy 
same time they would fulfil their purpose to a small degree. But instead ¢ 
driving the bargain harder than necessary, the Legislature would do well to win 
over that part of the orthodox party that 5 the Bill only on the ground 
of vexatious interference, severity of punishment and such other reasons. On 
cannot contradict the fact, so prominently brought out, that at least in point of 
numbers the opposition party has a superiority. We have not to consider bor 
that numerical superiority is formed, whether by jealousy of Government 
interference, or by misguiding opinions about the relation of the rulers and th 
ruled, or otherwise. Similarly, it should be no concern of ours to say that th 
Bill does not affect some of the opponents who swell the numbers. It would be 
a wise policy in such matters as this for Government to leaven the principle d 
everything for the people by that of everything by the people. Going on both 
these principles the Government would be inevitably led to accept a far-going 
compromise such as was adopted at the meeting at Javer Big in Bombay. h 
spite of the Select Committee, no one would believe that the offence of a husbani 
as against his wife—call it rape or by any other name—is of so serious a natur 
as that committed by a stranger against her. The gravity of rape consists in th 
social degradation and the life-long shame which the outraged female i 
subjected to. This is wanting when the husband is the offender. Hence i 
would be an anomaly to sentence him to so rigorous a punishment as tran 
rtation. Since all educated opinion has verged towards making a distinctio 
etween the husband and a stranger, an amendment should be brought for wa 
in the Council, proposing to consider the offence of the husband a misdemeanou 
and not a felony. Other amendments that have been suggested have, we fear, 
no chance of acceptance in the Council, though the one about the right 


complaint would disarm all opposition and would bring a reconciliation d 
opinion all over the country. 


16. The Kesaré (44), in its issue of the 10th March, says: — The report d 

6’—zj—“ß the Selon Committee on the Age of Consent Bil 

t seems to have given some encouragement to the sup 

contidered“ensatiefactery, Porters of the Bill, but if no effect is produced by th 

extensive opposition elicited by the measure, it wil 

have to be recorded that their principles of government have been ignored )j 

the British rulers. The Select Committee's 9 deserves little weight as ere 

the suggestions made by the supporters of the Bill have not been duly considerd 
in it. It is to be 7 that important recommendations and su 

a 


anent the Bill will be placed before the Council at the coming discussion of th 
measure. 


17. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 8th March, quotes t 
telegraphic summary published in the Bombay Gazette of the report of t 
Select Committee on the Age of Consent Bill, and observes :—If the above de 


11 
betance of the Committee's then we may say that 
pa 14 


r material 
Magistrate of is an improvement; but, f 


the 

haste. with which the will be carried through 
rity of the supporters of the Bill nor its opponents will thank our rulers. 
latter ought to know that to the Bill are attached two other evils—one 
ll Tage ce py ceptible peel yeah el: = 
Hindu family miserable in the end. To prove the exact age of a girl registry 
offices will become necessary and they must come in with their attendant evils, 
and when the age-limit may still further be pushed on, divorce must also come 
in that will sap the very basis of our social happiness. 


The same paper, in its issue of the 12th March, observes that the Select 
Committee’s report on the Bill is evidently drawn up without consid the 
extensive opposition called forth by the measure, and hopes that due will 
be paid to public opinion at the next discussion on the Bill. 


18. The 1 1 (120), in its issue of the 10th March, observes :— 
The report that the Government of India are determined to pass the Age of 
Consent Bill in spite of the strqng opposition from the orthodox public has 
caused wide-spread discontent among the people. If Government turn a deaf 
ear to the numerous protests made against the Bill in a constitutional manner, 
the people would have recourse to unconstitutional means to gain their object 
as they did on former occasions. If the Bill is in its present form people 
will devise various means to evade the law. We recommend the o 
nents of the Bill not to take any rash step in the matter and to ap to 
Parliament if the Bill is passed into a law. The Gujardti (84), in its issue of 
8th March, says :—The report of the Select Committee on the Age of Consent 
Bill shows that Government have paid no attention to the suggestions made by 
the supporters of the Bill and want to pass the measure without making further 
changes. The Satyavakta (123), in its issue of the 13th March, considers the 
changes 2 by the Select Committee to be quite insufficient, and observes 
that no Hindu will give any information to a Police officer in such matters about 
his female relatives. 


19. In a communicated article the Mahkritta (4), in its issue of the 8th 
March, writes:—The unlooked for harsh operation of 
The haste with which the the Salt Act points a moral which those who have 
a 1 Bill is being been goading the Supreme Legislature to pass the 
re Bill li lay to their h 
regal Council condemned. ge of Consent may Well lay to wWolr earts 
which they profess to be over-flowing with the milk 
of human kindness. The Salt Act of 1890 was on the Legislative anvil for 
more than three months at any rate; it was discussed and criticised from all 
points of view almost threadbare both in the Legislative Council and the 
public press. Moreover, people did so with perfectly cool heads ; and still such an 
anomaly escaped the lynx-eyed sight of so wor watchful dogs. And still there 
are people, the most enlightened and the most humane as they ask to call them, 
who are moving heaven and earth to pass the present Bill almost in indecent 
haste though it touches the weal and woe of the tenderest kind of millions of 
people, without allowing breathing time to see whether it is capable of more 
improvement still, when according to the admissions in black and white of these 
social reform monopolists themselves, it has been shown to be not infallible. * It 
s our understanding that simply to suit the personal conveniences of the 
flonourable Mover or, more questionable still, to gratify the personal vanity of 
one individual in the shortest time possible, the responsible gislature should 
hurry the measure through its second and third readings within the next few 
days. We are afraid the enthusiastic supporters of this suggestion have one 
more sad disappointment in store for them, but like others it is of their own 


the 
has 


20. The Kdthidwdr Times (8), in its issue of the 7th March, writes :—The 
57 article in the London Spectator against the Age of 
Consent rere of the Age of Consent Bill deserves to be carefully read and thought 
several amend a in and over by those who favour the 1 of the Bill. 
mended, one Fecom- Phe writer takes a more sensible view of the question 
than is to be found in the stupid vapourings of the 


Times and other journals. Even those who favour the passing of the Bill do 
o it as a whole. They suggest modifications. Unqualified 
blic opinion is abso 
is open to various obj 
band’s offence should in no case be rape, that the age 
consent, that complaint against a man for 
called rape on his should not he entertained unless made by the wife 
pepe — — 1 careful 1 * before 1— Bill 
t wi engine of oppression is clear to ev It i 
which enacts a law — proves either a rhe | letter or 
on. It is abeurd—and none but fools so argue—to assert 
pass the Bill to maintain its own prestige. 
can —— — intained by 9 wrong. By * 74 — 3 
ment is more li to lose its prestige. Some people, especially the Anglo-Indians 
argue that — the Government has abolished Sati, infanticide, and what 
not, it must the Bill. This view of theirs is unsound. The Mahomedans 
are not indifferent as the Spectator is led to believe. They vehemently protest 
against the Bill; and to ignore their protests is to pave the way for a flat rebel- 
: lion. 


opinion 

undress 

undreds 

who are keenly alive to the evils of child-marriage and to its mischievous effects 
upon the life of the nation. All are anxious fora reform, but all are anxious 
at the same time that no mischief should arise from the Bill when it is enforced. 
All say in short: We 4 the Bill, but knowing the possibilities of abuse 
to which the new law may be liable, we insist upon adequate precautions being 
taken.“ Nawäb Bahädur Abdul Lateef Khan, in a communication to Govern- 
ment, says that the Bill is objectionable to the Mahomedans because if a woman 
is divorced without the marriage being consummated she cannot get the full 
amount of her dower, nor would she be entitled to maintenance until consum: 
mation has taken place. It is also believed that the Bill, if passed, might give 
rise to vexatious and unjustifiable annoyance to respectable families, We 
appeal to Government once more either to drop the Bill at once or to postpone 
it until it is well thought over. Already the Bill has awakened vide rel 


alarm, and the people fear that the passing of it is a prelude to a policy of inter. 
ference with their domestic concerns, 


22. In a communicated article the Karndtah Patri’ (188), in its issue of 
the 98th March, writes :—The reformers have received 
PB * prayer * an on —— and have been metamorphosed, 
rer eee so to say, by its influence. They are no longer natives 
2 = and its pro. jn the true sense of the word. +. their — erness to 
get into the confidence of the authorities and to gain 
a name for themselves, the reformers, it seems to me, have lost their heads. 
They are not conscious of the mistake they are making in exposing their own 
weakness. These men are proclaiming by their own actions that they are such a 
useless lot that they cannot themselves manage their own household affairs. 
They are letting others understand that they are so helpless creatures as not to 
be able to protect their daughters from their sons.in-law or their daughters - in- 
law from their own sons, and therefore pray Government to keep a watch in 
the private rooms of their homes. What will the enemies of the Congress say. 
now? Will they not say in the language of the Bible that these men have 
come forward to save others, tli ves they cannot gave.“ Men quite incape 
able of governing their own homes want to govern the country! Our so-called 
reformers, by betraying their own weakness, have done a great injury to the 
cause of the Congress. The orthodox Hindus are not, asa class, op to the 
reform which the reformed party wants to force on their comm ty. What 
view with alarm and o = to, is Government interference in 
duties and social customs. 1 


Hindus prize above all, even above their own 
lives, the sanctity of their homes and the purity of their females, To a Hindu 
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cannot be anything more disastrous and humiliating than an exposure of 
1 relatives before a court of justice. When the Bill becomes law, a 
young girl will be before the court to give evidence against her husband 
for 4 outraged her, and the questions that will be put to — the 
a age: Gul yg A gag apa wl Me wg Poe very filthy. Whata 
Hindu father will then feel, can be well imagined by the orthodox Hindus, and 
not by the reformers whose heads have been turned by their English education 
and western civilization. When a Hindu father hears that the n of his 
daughter has been subjected to a medical examination he and his daughter will 
— commit suicide. When a Hindu girl hears that her husband has been 
transported for life she will as certainly put an end to her existence. A little 
deliberation will show that the proposed measure will bea curse to the country. 
Europeans cannot realize the feelings of the Hindus and we do not blame them 
for it. Their object is to do good, but they commit the mistake of judging the 
proposed measure from their own point of view. 


23. The Poona Vaibhav (55), in its issue of the 8th March, says :—We are 
surprised to see the reformers are asking Government 
to legislate in a social matter when the same is sure 
to prove an oppression on the people. The so-called 
reformers should first practise what they preach, so that others may willingly 
join them when they see good results have accrued from these reforms. Govern- 
ment should not pass the Age of Consent Biil, which is partially supported by 
about two hundred reformers, dissatisfying thereby the millions who are opposed 
to the measure. A law for the benefit of the reformers alone may be enacted ; 
but it is almost certain that in such a contingency they would renounce their 
principles of reform. 


Reformers and the Age of 
Consent Bill. 


24. The Bombay Samdchdr (95), in its issue of the 11th March, says :— 
Up to date three mcetings have been held by the 


„ * Mahomedans of Bombay in connection with the Age 
Age of Consent Bill. of Consent Bill, two in support of and one against the 


proposed measure. The supporters of the Bill had 
invited their opponents to discuss the subject, while to the single meeting held by 
the opponents at the Juma Masjid those conforming to their views were alone 
invited. At this latter meeting about one thousand persons were present, among 
whom were not to be seen any of the leaders or educated men of the community. 
This fact shows that the majority of the Mahomedans neither support nor 
oppose the Bill, and are quite unconcerned. The opponents seem to make a 
stand simply on account of their ignorance of the measure, which if it was 
really opposed to their religion would have been more strenuously protested 
against than at present. At the special meeting of the Anjuman-i-Islam, held 
last Sunday under the presidentship of Mr. Badrudin Tyebji, the opposition could 
not quote the Koran or other high religious authority and had resort to later 
works and legends. Khän Bahédur Ghulém Mahomed Munshi asserted that the 
Prophet Mahomed married Bibi Ayesha when she was six years old and had 
intercourse with her when she was nine, This statement was, however, contra- 
dioted by Mr. Abdulla Meherali Dharamsi at a previous meeting of the Maho- 
medans, and hence carries no weight. The other statement made by the 
Opposition was to the effect that the Mahomedan religion sanctioned inter- 
course with a girl who had commenced the monthly course, provided she was 
healthy. Unfortunately, the opponents of the Bill ignore the important condition 
attached to the sanction. No other objection to the Bill was advanced at the 
meetings, showing thereby that none exist. 


25. The Kaside Mumbai (112), in its issue of the 9th March, says :—The 

A Committee appointed at the meeting held on the 25th 

ae of Babar. 1 February at the request of the Anjumane Vyds Jelam, 

Age of Consent Bill, recently convened a private meeting of the leading 

members of the community and several Moulvis, Kasees 

and Patels to adopt the memorial against the Age of Consent Bill prepared by 

‘the Committee. The memorial was r and signed by those 

t, and further signatures were collected on Friday last, at a meeting of the 

omedans of different sects, in the Juma Masjid, when about 3,000 persona 
were present. 

don 1888 —<¢ | 
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26. The Kaside Mumbai (112), in its issues of the Oth and 11th 
ves an account of the proceedings of a meeting 
A meeting of the Mahome- Mahomedans convened at Bombay by the Anjuman. 
Gans held by the Anjuman-i- 1-/slam on the 8th instant, to consider the Age of 
e Caen Bil nad Consent Bill, and says :- It was an informal meeting 
Sale brstesdn not being in accordance with the rules of the Anja. 
‘ meeting protesting not being in accordance wi e rules of the Anju. 
against the Bill. man-t-[s/am, and the President overruled this objection 
| when it wasurged. One of the speakers, Mr. Meherali 
Dharamsi, a Khoja by caste, spoke something on religion, but he seemed 
to know very little of the subject. The Mahomedan community would do well 
to strictly observe their religious precepts and not to imitate Europeans. 
27. The same newspaper, in its issue of the 13th March, states:—A counter 
meeting of the Mahomedans was held on the 11th instant, under the presidency 
of Kazee Mahumad Ali Murge, showing that the Bill numbers in its supporters 
amongst the Mahomedans only a few Khojis and Sulemäni Vords who have not 
much respect for Islimism. The Bombay Samich ir is misguided in supposing 
that Messrs. Badrudin, Fäzalbhäi and a few other educated gentlemen who were 
promoters of the meeting held on the 8th instant are the only leading Maho- 
medans. We challenge these gentlemen to contradict the Moulvis, Kazees and 
ethers who have protested against the Bill on religious grounds. 
28. The Makrdéta (4), in its issue of the 8th March, writes:—We learn 
from a correspondent at Sholipur that during the past 
one 2 2 82 week two meetings were held there, one in favour of 
Sboläpur. and the other against the Age of Consent Bill. The first 
3 meeting was held in the High School. It is repre- 
sented in the telegrams to the daily papers as influential.“ It may be so; 
but it must be borne in mind that such meetings are always said to be so. But 
we learn that people were admitted indiscriminately, that when a show of hands 
was called for, 45 were raised against and 35 in favour of the Bill, but that the 
proposition to send a memorial in favour of the Bill was devlared to be carried 
on the ground that the meeting was of those who were in favour and that the 
other party therefore had no locus standi there. If that was so, it was a pit 
the others were admitted. The other meeting was held in an open square. It 
was attended by more than two thousand people. The Hindu Shästri and the 
Mahomedan Käzi sat side by side. We do not know whether we may call this 
meeting an “ influential’? and successful one. At first it was intended to be 
held in the High School, but permission to do so was refused on the ground that 
the available space there would not suffice. 


29. A correspondent of the Kesaré (44), in its issue of the 10th March, 
says:—On Monday last, a meeting under the presidentship of Mr. S. N. 
Tagore was held at Sholdpur in Wed of the Age of Consent Bill. One of the 
signatures on the invitation card for this meeting was that of Dr. Kirloskar, 
L.M. & S., without whose consent his name was affixed to the invitation. 
The opponents of the Bill requested a discussion on the subject before 
declaration for or against the Bill, but their request was not attended to. 
On a request from the President 31 persons voted for the Bill and 47 
declared against it; but the President announced on flimsy grounds that the 
measure had the support of the majority of the meeting, which was evidently 
formed of the Subordinate Judge, the vakils, the clerks of the Civil Court, 
school-masters and some school boys. A counter-meeting was held pens et | 
at which about five thousand persons were present and among them were 
Hindu and Mahomedan gentlemen. Réo Siheb Malläppa Varad presided at this 
meeting, and the public were requested to join the discussion, but nobody came 
— in ate of the measure. Resolutions protesting against the Bill and for 
appealing to the Home Government if the Bill was — into a law, were p 
a meeting. The memorial to the Government of India opposing the Bill js 
signed by upwards of seven thousand persons, while that in support of the measure 
mentioned above bears scarcely forty-five signatures. | 


80. The Pini (5) 1 ae issue of the 4th March, writes N 

's open and ad vocac new 

The Honourable Mr. Justice Bill. has — a leute critio oak” the question 
Ann whether it io not an infringement of the orders of the 
fe connection with 144. Government of India which have just attracted 99 
much attention. The sarcasm which amplifies the 
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is not of public interest, but the questicn certainly is. The orders of 
Government have just been clearly explained by the direct authority of the 
Viceroy, and the question is whether those orders have been di by the 
Bombay Judge. There are 3 orders that Government servants should 
not write to the press, but this merely applies to departmental matters and not 
to questions of general interest. As to legislative measures on the anvil high 
officials have generally an opportunity of expressing an opinion, because th 
are generally consulted. It may be even permissible for them to submit their 
opinions through the usual channel without waiting to be consulted. But when 
Government are initiating a legislative measure, can a Government servant be 
rmitted to influence public opinion by his o advocacy or opposition ? 
ite. Justice Telang’s is a special case which his Calcutta critic does not care to 
distinguish. It is not merely asa Judge of the High Court that he is support- 
ing the measure. He was a Judge when he presided over the Bomba Social 
Conference. He is justified in thinking that the Bill has been introduced, partly 
at any rate, in consequence of the memorial that he as President of the Con- 
ference signed in 1889. He is therefore pledged to support the measure. He did 
not speak at the Javer Big meeting, although the audience must have been 
anxious to hear him. But he has written largely in the public press in support 
of the Bill. Sir Andrew Scoble must have been glad of such efficient service. 
But what if Mr. Telang had been opposed to the measure? Such a contingenc 
is not impossible. A man like Mr. Telang is valuable as a helper, but he is 
formidable as an 1 What if he had inundated the newspapers with 
notes and letters and leaders against the Bill and joined hands with Mr. Telang, 
? Tilak) and ex-Professor Jinsiwäle? There are Indian High Court Judges in 
alcutta and Madras. They have maintained discreet silence, but they could, 
if they chose, place the Government in an embarrassing position by identifyin 
themselves with popular agitation. This is a danger which must be — ie 
however much we may appreciate the service that Mr. Telang has been able to 
render to a good cause. If Government servants, officials of high position, are 
free to advocate a legislative measure they should be equally. free to condemn it, 
and it is for the Government to decide whether such liberty should be given. 
For ourselves we van only say that if the Government gives absolute independ- 
ence to its servants in the free expression of individual opinion, it will have no 
reason to regret its enlightened highmindedness. 3 


31. In a communicated article, the Maritta (4), in its issue of the 8th 
March, writes: — The alleged misbehaviour of the 
The oonduot of the students gtudent-world of your city before the Krida Bhuwan 
a ee . of tha sup- on Wednesday week has provoked the ire of many an 
ge of Consent . : “ane . 
Bill at Poona. indignant journalist, and rightly so. If the students 
of Poona have behaved in an insolent and disrespectful 
manner, which they are asserted to have done, it is certainly disgraceful to 
them and they deserve all the condemnation that has been meted out to them 
in the public press and private circles. But having said so much, we ma 
take leave to ask whether they alone are to be the exclusive recipients of all 
this approbrium. We may be allowed to ask whether some of these indignant 
journalist who have poured the vials of their wrath on the devoted heads of 
ese students, are not themselves guilty of even a wider breach of decorum than 
the misguided students. As or rather supposed to be possessed of 
tion, and as one who have certainly passed many more winters, 
are, perhaps, exposed to severer criticism than these young chaps. What 
right have they, we ask, to join the chorus of disapproval and the cry ‘shame.’ 
Is it that as soon as one enters the edidor’s room with in hand, he is 
absolved from all the restraints of politeness and due respect for the feelings of 
others? But generally on all such occasions it is taken for granted that it is 
party alone that deserves all the blame, while the other or others are above 


moulde 


sociology if the teachers, the paren ponents 
of — 0 should be all goody y, and youngsters 
alone, who are, above all, imitative, should grow disobedient and discourteous 
brought up amidst such perfectly healthy surro We shall 
have to era present views of the relations 
and effect, between 
ourselves to 
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implies as its necessary correlative rowd at school, rowd at home, and 
rowd at the editor’s table. That the last should for the moment put on 
the lion’s skin and begin to growl in pious indignation reminds one of the similar 
feat often indulged in by the rabid type of Anglo-Indian journalism of picking 
holes in the coat of the Native Press and of ing long sermons on moderation, 
respect for truth, &c., &c. Physician, heal thyselt ! 


82. The Taiser- i- Hind (87), in its issue of the 8th March, writes :—It is 
in the fitness of things that side by side with an im- 
ake oe Ph sca proved Factory Act which shall better protect the life 
spection Bill. and limbs of factory-hands and secure them more 
favourable conditions of work, there should be an 
improved Boiler Inspection Act which shall reduce to the irreducible minimum 
the possible dangers attendant on employing steam in the growing factories of 
all kinds and degrees in our Presidency. Under the circumstances, it is quite 
intelligible to understand the enlightened motives which have prompted the 
Local Government to supersede the existing Boilers Inspection Act by a brand 
new piece of legislation everyway more suitable and wholesome to the manufac- 
turing circumstances preyailing in the province. The Honourable Mover of the 
Bill explained the object and reasons of his latest legislative handiwork with his 
usual lucidity, The speech in which he referred to the alterations in the exist- 
ing law was 1 and altogether free from that scholastic or 
antic conceit which oftener than not characterises his essays in legislation. 
fact, it is the only speech in which he has refrained from attitudinising as 
the practical philosopher and legislator combined. On the whole, the improve- 
ments and alterations proposed seem to have met the approval of our local 
legislators; though, of course, some practical details, which the practical 
steamuser alone can deal with comprehensively, would still require a thorough 
discussion. After approving of the objections brought to the notice of the 
Council by the Honourable Mr. Wadia, the paper continues: —It is to be 
h * that the Examining Board will be of a 1 representative 
independent character and of a en well qualified to examine can- 
didates for working land engines and boilers. Wedo not see why Mr. Wadia 
himself ought not ta be one of the examiners. Surely with an annually 
increasing number of Native candidates going up for the examination, a Native 
engineer of his experience would not be undesirable, As to certificates of 
service, it is to be hoped the Select Committee will carefully consider the point. 
These are certain to be fruitful of scandals, if granted indiscriminately or on the 
age om of favouritism. Hard and fast rules should certainly be adopted with 
e view that the good object they are intended to carry out may not be defeated. 
In fact, it is the toughest part of the Bill round which the toughest fight may 
ensue in the meetings of the Select Committee and of the Council. Hence every 
care and caution should be taken to frame the provisions regarding the grant- 
ing of the certificates. Here the healthy criticism of non-official] members like 
Messrs, Forrest and Javeriläl might prove of the greatest service. The Com- 
mittee of the Mill.owners’ Association, tao, should be consulted on the point. 


Part III,— Education. 


88, The Prajdmat (119), in its issue of the 7th March, is eu ‘to 
hear that Rio Bahddur Gopalji Surbhii stant 
Remarks on the all Educational Inspector, Kathidwar, is to be made to 

Beh 2 Gopal Sucth 4% retire on pension though he is able enough to do his 
Assistant Educational In, Work, while Réo Saheb cm rome Rupräm, Principal, 
epector, Kathidwar, Training College, Ahmedabad, has been granted several 

extensions notwithstanding the fact that he has become 
old —— his sight is affected and is therefore unable to discharge his duties 
property. 


84. A correspondent writing to the JagadAitechohAw (15), in its iasue of the. 

7th March, points out three Sanskrit sentences in Dr, 
Bhdla ea end hefe Bhdndérkar’s Second Book of Sanskrit as instances of 
— mmatical impropriety, says that the book aboundd 
. 4 many more instances the rules of grammar, 
and wonders how these errors have escaped the notice of the learned doctar, 


0 
an 


17 
Parr IV.—Municipalities. 


85. The Mahrdita (4), in its issue of the 8th March, publishes the fourth 
W r ee of pe promo 1 j ron > 7 
% of the charges preferred against the City Municipali 
— a ae... of Poona, which concludes thus :—“ If my — 
| only convinced your readers that there is another side 
to the question and that too not quite a weak one, I have done my duty 
towards the Municipality, and my constituents will pardon me if I request them 
to excuse me from serving them. Ihave learnt with extreme regret that the 
Corporation is condemned not because its work is bad but because it, has a few 
members on it who, owing to their spirit of independence, are no fra™mds of the 
officials. I would, as my last ent to Government, say, please do not condemn 
a Corporation because a few of your officials happen to be prejudiced against a 
few individual members. The rate-payers know whom to elect and whom to 
throw away, and an intelligent city like Poona would never give power or place 
to one who it knows would make a bad use of what he has won.” 


Part V.—WNative States. 


36. With reference to the reply given by Sir John Gorst, the Under 

Secretary of State for India, to a question put b 

Remarks on the reply of Mr. Burt in connection with the disturbances whic 
the Under Secrotary of St occurred at Cambay on 19th September last, the 
Cambay disturbances asked Bombay Samdchiir (95), in its issue of the 12th March, 
in Parliament. says:—The reply is unsatisfactory. The enquiries 
made and the measures taken in connection with the 
disturbance by the Bombay Government were altogether unsatisfactory to the 
native public who are sorry for the same and for the Cambay rayats not getting 
complete justice. The Bombay Committee for obtaining redress to the 
ple of Cambay ought to impress on the mind of a well-wisher of India 
in Parliament the impropriety of appointing Mr. Cooke as a Judge to try the 
persons accused of having created the disturbance though it was he who ordered 
an armed attack to be made on the rioters, the injustice done to the rioters by 
the refusal of the Judge to admit as evidence some important matters favourable 
to the accused, and the non-acceptance by the Bombay Government of the fresh 
information collected by the Bombay Committee in connection with the riot. 
Much good is certain to follow from this proceeding. [The Jme Jamshed (109), 

in its issue of the same date expresses similar sentiments]. 


87. The Swadesh Bandhu (130), in its issue of the 11th March, observes :— 

. Many reforms have been introduced in the Mahi 

Colonel Scott, Political Käntha Agency during the incumbency of Colonel 

gent Mahi Kéutha, praised Scott as Political Agent, and that he has always 

forms in his distriecr. appointed deserving men under him. One of our con- 

temporaries has recently found fault with him for the 

appointment of Rdo Säheb Ganeshpant Gangädhar; but the latter gentleman 

is an able officer and has been highly spoken of by several high officials besides 

Colonel Scott, Major Ferris, on the other hand, is said to have been not careful 

about ‘filling vacancies in his gift; for instance, Mr. Chhotäläl Parshotam has 

been appointed as Katosan Thänadär who is said to be wanting in requisite. 
qualifications for the post. 


88. A correspondent writing to the Vijaya (75), of the 6th March, requests 
— the attention ok the Political Agent, Southern 
3 5 Marätha Country, to the public nuisance at Shahdpur 
ountry, — caused by the waste Water of a distillery and a 
tannery, situated within the local limits of Belgaum, 
being allowed to flow upon land within the local limits of the former town whose 
health, it is stated, has es thereby injured, and prays that officer to ask the 
Collector of Belgaum to put a stop to the nuisance. 
© 1888—6 
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89. A correspondent of the Rdjyabhakta (120), in its issue of the 10th 
March, observes that ‘ 2 reported that the Police 


. the authorities of Porbandar while uiring into the theft 
Police thors ot _ committed at the village of Bhärwäda in that State 


tortured about seven accused persons so severely that 
one of them is said to be in a precariouscondition. It is also said that in another 
case of theft a widow was stripped naked and insulted by the Police of the same 
State. Rao Bahddur S. P. Pandit, the Administrator, is requested to inquire 


into these reports, and if they are substantiated, to duly punish the offenders. 


G. M. SA’THP’, 
0 Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
17th March 1891. 


INDEX. 


(For the week ending 14th March 1891.) 


Past I.—Polities and the Public Administration— 


Administration of India: 
The British Government compared to a Märwäri —— 5 
Distinction alleged to be observed between, Natives and Buropeans in 
several matters in spite of the Proclamation of 1858 ‘is 
Census: Remarks in connection with the recent — 
Indian Budget: The — and the salt-duty ea 
Khots: Decisions of Settlement Officers with respect to Khoti lands in 
the Ratnagiri District 
Military matters: The defence of Bombay from the supposed night at- 
tack try a naval foe, and remarks thereon ... oe 
Police : 
Alleged unjust conduct of the Collector and the — of 
Police of a district not named eee 
A party of Beluchis at Ratndgiri 
Increase of crime in the — District and a suggestion to the 
District Officers 
Remarks on the — of Thana in connection with the acquittal of a 
Parsi who was accused 8 — before the Sessions 
Court at Thana es vue 


Part II. Legislation — 


Age of Consent Bill: 
A meeting of the Mahomedans of Bombay against the — oo 8 
A meeting of the Mahomedans held by the Anjuman-i-Islam of 
Bombay to support the—and another meeting es 
against the Bill a 14 
Disapproval of the — as it is, and several amendments recom- 
mended sai 11 12 
Meetings for and against the — at Sholépar 
The Aesare ace es 
The Mahrdtia ... ose oe 
Reformers and the — S 
Remarks on the opposition of the Mahomedans to the — 
Remarks on the Report of the Select Committee on the — 
The Gujarat Darpan — oe 
The Jame Jamshed ni 
Select Committee's Report on the — considered unsatisfactory — 
The Kesar . a oe 
Tho Native Opinion 
The Rdjyabhakta, the Gujardthi and the Satyavakta. 
The haste with which the — is being pushed through the Viceregal 
Council condemned 
The reformers’ prayer for Government interference in social matters 
and its probable results <r 
The Honourable Mr. Justice Telang’s advocacy of the — and ro- 
marke in connection with it 
The 2 uct of the students at the Poona meeting of the supporters 
2 — eee eee eee eee 
Bill to amend the Indian Factories Act: Approval of the Select Com- 
mittee’s Report on the —, except in one parioular . * 
Boilers“ Inspection Bill: Remarks in connection with the new — * 
Criminal Procedure Code: Remarks on the new Act for granting oom - 
18 to the acoused in a case of frivolous and vexatious com- 
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39. A correspondent of the Rdjyabhakta (120), in its issue of the 10th 

a March, observes that it is reported that the Police 

chen Fiantpe ee, de authorities of Porbandar while inquiring into the theft 
Porbandar State. committed at the village of Bhärwäda in that State 
tortured about seven accused persons so severely that 

one of them is said to be in a precarious condition. It is also said that in another 
case of theft a widow was 3 naked and insulted by the Police of the same 
State. Rao Bahddur S. P. Pandit, the Administrator, is requested to inquire 


into these reports, and if they are substantiated, to duly punish the offenders. 


G. M. SA’THP’, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
17th March 1891. 
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5 Part I.— Politios and the Public Administration. 


1. The Kaiser- i- Hind (86), in its issue of the 15th March, writes :— 
u eg Fre has displayed admirable judgment in selecting 
7 , isplay mirable j ent in 
1 in — Bryce, the well-known historian and scholar, to take 
charge of Mr. Bradlaugh’s India Councils Bill. A 
better selection could not have been made at this juncture. India wanted 
a man of his authority and of his knowledge of Indian opinion and Indian 
sentiments, Indian wants and Indian wishes, to impress on the House of 
Commons the desirability of that reasonable and moderate reform of our Legis- 
lative Councils which the Congress annually presses for. To his extensive 
scholarship Mr. Bryce adds the breadth of view of the philosophic statesman 
who has made the constitutions of great States the study of a life-time and a 
ripe judgment strengthened by the knowledge derived from a personal visit to 
India three years ago. Committed to no interests but those of fair-play and 
fully impartial, the enlistment of such a personality as that of Mr. Bryce at 
this juncture is indeed fortunate. India may well rely upon him for the advo- 
cacy of her claim to elective islative Councils. In a sense we shall now less 
feel the irreparable loss of Mr. Bradlaugh. Sir William Wedderburn, Mr. Yule, 
Mr. Caine and Mr. Digby are entitled to our highest gratitude for the care and 
forethought with which they set themselves to the task of finding a desirable 
member to take charge of the Bill. [The Gujardé: (83) in its issue of the same 
date expresses similar sentiments. } 


2. The Jume Jamshed (107 * its issue of the 17th March, * that the 
Financial Statement is not to be placed this year before 
— : ~~ liber the Imperial Legislative n for discussion, and 
Statement to the Imperial observes that there was no objection to the Budget 
Legislative Council for dis. being brought before the Council if His Excellency 
— wished to do so, and that if it were discussed the 
glaring facts that the enhancement of 1888 in the salt duties has been un- 
justly maintained and that the increased allotments from the sums allowed for 
the expenses of the minor administrations have been unjustifiably appropriated 
by the Supreme Government, would be brought to the notice of Government 
by the non-official Members of the Council, 


3. The Mahratia (4), in its issue of the 15th March, writes:—In about a 
Indi 1 week more the annual Financial Statement will be pub- 
the dlc lished. This year again the Government, it is believed, 
will have a surplus to dispose of, How will they 
utilize it? Will they reduce the salt-tax ? That is the question on every one’s 
lips just now. The Särvajanik Sabha has submitted to Government a well- 
reasoned and strong representation on the subject. At various places in the 
heap ns | meetings have been held to represent that the recent increase in the 
tax should be reduced as promised by the Secretary of State and the Vicero 
who made the invrease. But rumours and hints have been thrown out throug 
officially inspired journals pointing out the helpless condition of the Finance 
Minister in regard to a reduction of taxation, thus preparing people for another 
disappointment. We, however, regret that the agitation in regard to this 
. — should not have been 80 strong and sustained as it ought to have been. 
nd for this we have to thank the Age of Consent Bill. Everywhere the small 
band of political leaders has been split into two irreconcilable parties. From 
present appearances at least they appear to be irreconcilable, and we shall be 
— to flud these ap ces deceitful. The‘legislationists have ig 7 pongo 
ng from, the house: that the 8 of the Age of Consent Bill are men 
of no weighs, little education and but a small modicum of good sense, They 
probably feel that they cannot now conacientiously ask these people to meet to- 
gether and join in a protest againet the inorease in the salt-tax. If 1 were 
to do it themaglyes Government would vay that they are a microscopic minority, 
more microscopic than on the Age of t question as the officials who 
have at = helped to swell thaip numbers would not, and could not even if 
16—9 | 
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they would, join them in a representation against the salt-tax. They are barred 
by the service rules from table any part in a political — | This is the 
pass to which matters have been brought by the ill-starred Bill and the attitude 
of those of us who have been supporting it through thick and thin. 


4. The dme Jamshed (107), in its issue of the 20th March, says: — The 
Indian National Congress had memorialized the Gov. 


Remarks on th ly of i 
1 ovoes 9 ernment of India to reduce the salt-tax to its previous 


rate of two rupees per maund, supporting its memorial 
ALI with certain reasons. The Government of India have 


duotion of the salt-tax. replied in terms which preclude all hope of a reduc. 
) tion in the tax in the ensuing year. ‘his is a brief 
summary of the official correspondence on the subject. ‘The impression which 
the reply of the Financial Secretary conveys is that the Indian Congress is not 
to be in high esteem by the Government of India. There is an abruptness 
of expression amounting to impatience in the whole of paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 
of the reply which seems to say, Be pleased to mind your own business and 
do not pretend to teach the Government its financial duties.“ After comment. 
ing on the individual paragraphs to the same effect, the Jame continues :— 
Having picked these small holes in the memorial the Government of India has 
shaken itself free of the Congress and its petition to reduce the salt-tax. We 
may allow the memorialists to defend their own statements, and think they may 
be successfully defended. If the Government of India wish to retain hold of 
the maximum salt revenue which it now draws with much hardship to the 
people,—and there can be no doubt that they wish to retain this hold,—financial 
excuses will not be wanting for retaining the bone which it holds so lightly 
between its teeth. We fear the Congress will find itself unable to convince the 
Government against its will. But the Congress has done one good service by 
its memorial. It has elicited definite information that there will be no reduc- 
tion of taxation in the coming official year. This information was previously 
discounted by the press when the demi-official announcement was made that 
the Budget would not be discussed. The truth is the Government of India 
are pressed with official necessities. The Civil Service, in which we in- 
clude everything that is not military, is increasing by leaps and _ bounds, 
and the Military necessities are perceived to be endless. Efficient defence” is 
the cry of the hour. This is a wonderfully broad expression. If it were 
ible to devote 50 per cent. of the gross revenues of India to defence, it would 
found that the other 50 per cent. was required for the purpose of covering 
the magical word adequate.“ Under these two heads of Civil” and“ Mili- 
* expenditure all the natural elasticity of the Indian budgets is capable 
of being exhausted. There is nothing left for the improvement of the country. 
It is the Empire” that is being improved apart from the people, for the 
ple have no part inthe Empire except as tax-payers. ‘The Congress memorial 
— failed, and so also has the well drawn memorial of the S:rvajanik Sabha. 
But we commend both to the Congress and the Sabha to pursue the subject 
of the salt-tax to its legitimate conclusion. The arguments to be used against 
the present enhanced tax should be drawn from financial and sanitary 
evidence; and these arguments, if pushed home, will be found convincing 
even to Financial Secretaries. Every Indian statesman who has spoken on 
the subject, as well as every financier, have expressed the opinion that the 
maximum salt-tax should be held in reserve for great and unforeseen 
emergencies, because it is the only tax which possesses an elasticity suitable 
to such an emergency. Evidence abounds in support of this opinion. When the 
Government of India raised the tax to its present limit they felt they were de- 
parting from a wise financial principle. But having broken K. the principle 
they are in a suitable frame of mind to forget all about it. This principle of 
finance should be forced upon public attention, for the Euro d cannot 
adequately grasp the full meaning of a maximum salt-tax. There is nothing in 
ae d to correspond with it. The excise revenue in England might be! | 
100 per cent. by a stroke, and though such a fiscal measure might overthrow a 
Government the country would be none the worte for it. It is very different 
with a ealt-tax which is a tax on a necessary of life and contributed mainly 
by personas who live from hand to mouth and by tome who are compelled to 
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live only on half a mouthful. If the Congress and the Sabha would search 
for evidence bearing on the oppression which is caused by the enhanced tax on 
the salt we are certain they would find evidence which never reaches either a 
blue-book or an administration report. If the Congress possesses its centres and 
‘ts sub-committees, these centres and sub-committees should be asked to furnish 
replies to well-considered questions. They would then be supplied with a 
of evidence which could be concentrated in a complete report. This is called 
in Europe “collective investigation.” Government make use of this system 
to some extent. And so should the Congress. We should then get at the truth 
of the matter from a social and sanitary point of view. ‘I'hese are just the 
rts of the subject in which Government are deficient. The evidence of a 
private collective investigation would enable the collectors to avoid all errors, 
to clear up all doubts, and to clench their conclusions. Even a Finance Minister 
when full of fun would hesitate to poke fun at such a collection of facts. [The 
Bombay Samdchdr (94), in its issue of the 19th March, expresses somewhat 
similar sentiments. | | 


5. The Bombay Samdchdr (94), in its issue of the 19th March, approves of 
Lord Cross’s Bill enabling certain high officials in India 

Lord Cross s Bill about leave to go home on leave of absence without forfeiting their 
to certain high officials in appointments or pay, recently passed by the House of 


India to visit England on 


Lords, observing that the proposed law after it has 
k roved. ’ 8 tha 5 

eee finally passed the House of Commons, would prove of 

great use on a political emergency arising either in Asia or Europe, and expresses 

a hope that the measure will be confined to its legitimate purpose without a 

variation prejudicial to the interests of the Indian administration. 


6. The ume Jamshed (107), in its issue of the 16th March, says :—It is 
very surprising that the Secretary of State for India 
The recent order of the should have removed the restriction regarding actual 


Secretary of State for India . . “gag pe 
regarding the stady of Orica- residence in India in the case of Military officers 


itary studying Oriental languages and competing for rewards 

1 2888 of Degrees of Honour in IIindi, Bengäli, Persian, 

Arabic and Sanskrit, since it is an undeniable fact that 

these languages cannot be studied in England so well as in India. Englishmen 

at home desirous of teaching their children German, French or Italian, send 

them for a sojourn in those countries, and it is quite improbable that a European 
should get a sound knowledge of an Oriental language by studying it at home. 


7. In alluding to the telegram from Calcutta that the Government of India 

. — Oe determined to set seriously to the work of popu- 

5 af the Government larizing volunteering among the non-officials and intend 
of India to popularise volun. to insist upon its servants enrolling themselves as volun- 
teering among the non- teers, the Jame Jamshed (107), in its issue of the 16th 
officials and to insist upon the March, says: — The enrolment of Portuguese, Goanese 
— of Government and other Christians in the Indian Volunteer Corps, ex- 
) cluding the Natives of the country from the concession, 

has dissatisfied the latter as they believe that the exclusion amounts toa distrust 
of their loyalty and unnecessarily precludes them from serving their country 
on an emergency. It is therefore desirable that the present rules for enrolment 
of volunteers should be so altered as to remove every invidious distinction of 
race and creed. On an average European non-officials remain in India for about 
ten years, and the large expenditure incurred for training them as volunteers is 
lost to this country after that period, and it is urgently needed for the proper 
extension of the volunteer movement that Government servants of all classes 
of Natives, drawing upwards of Rs. 50 per month and possessing a tolerable 
acquaintance with English, should be enrolled as volunteers, and under appro- 
priate rules 3 classes of the Natives should be permitted to enter the 


22 The old ee to exempt the European volunteer drawing a monthly 


below Ns. from the income-tax has been —_ brought forward, but 
it ia to be hoped that it will not be 1 by the authorities as it is certain to 
give rise to a loud complaint from the Natives and to increase the existing dia- 
eatisfaction among them. 


8. After advising the Native public to ex tude to the Native 
Passenger Ships . — 4 in their report 

5 1 report oi appropriate recommendations in to several 
11 P° matters, the Bombay Samdchdr (94), in its issue of the 
oe . March, says :—In ps 1 of — * or lie 

down in the passengers suffer great inconvenience, t ing pac ike shee; 
A complaint was made to rok, toe ml on this ue but the remedy s — 
by them will not be approved of. It seems from the report that the space allotted 
to eac.1 passenger 2 existing law is held sufficient by the Commission 
who have, however, made a x Tk a on the subject evidently consider. 
that this space is not enough. It is that heavy baggage 
ra be wl boxes, &c., should be stowed in the hold and fittings should be used over. 
head for hanging clothes and securing personal luggage. However, when making 
this last recommendation the Commission seem to have forgotten the statement 
made before them by the witnesses that the Natives were not willing to part with 
their use even temporarily and would not consent to its being stored in the 
hold unless the captain or owner of the vessel was made legally responsible 
for any ion of the | lost or stolen. The remedy for this complaint was 
by the Bombay Samdohdr when the Commission was sitting and taking 
evidence at Bombay, and Native witnesses expressed their approval of it in the 
evidence recorded before the Commission, It was recommended by the Samdchdr 
that benches should be provided for passengers as in railway carriages, that 
luggage may be stowed by each passenger under his own seat, thereby lessening 
isk to the passengers and annoyance to ship’s officers who would be saved from 
all responsibility of taking care of the luggage. This important suggestion 
appears to have escaped the notice of the Commission. It however behoves 
© Dekkanis and Gujarätis travelling along the sea-coast to place this 
suggestion before the Government of Bombay in a memorial containing other 
suggestions, if any be found desirable. It is quite wrong on the part of 
the Bombay Steam Navigation Company to deny to the first and second class 
passengers anything beyond the bare conveniences of the third class, These 
rs are not wealthy as is believed by Mr. J. A. Shepherd, but belong to 
the middle class, and put on an imposing appearance in order to preserve their 
respectability. It is no wonder that this class should be neglected by the com- 
pany which does not scruple to pack like —1 the labouring classes for whom 

the company thinks that its vessels are essentially designed and intended. 


9, The Satyavakia (121), in its issue of the 19th March, approves of the 
general tenour of the report of the Native Passenger Ships Commission, and 
observes:— The space allotted to each passenger on board a vessel is not sufficient 
and the Commission’s suggestion that the heavy luggage of the passengers should 
be stowed in the hold is not likely to be acceptable so long as the captain 


is not held responsible for jts safety and sufficient time is not 33 at 
the ports gf disembarkation for receiving back the luggage. The Native com- 
munity ought to sand a memorial ta His Excellency the Viceroy on this subject. 
Mr. Shepherd’s explanation about the Lr af the first and second class 


rs is unsatisfactory. The well-to-do classes generally travel by rail, 
and if Mr. Shepherd’s steamers are not meant for them he should not oifer to 


carry them; but when tickets are issued to them their convenience and comfort 


ought to be properly attended to. If the Bombay Government are appealed to 
in this matter they are sure to remove these complaints, 


10. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 15th March, writes: — 
r — os nan — A Ae 
Bros Harris’s visi ik, paid for the opening of 
2 . bird 2 42 and the local Tramway. This brief funotion * 
10 4 redes vith the tation of the addresses of welcome 
| from the local Municipality and the Mahomedan 
community, gave him an occasion for a declaration of policy, which, thaygh not 
new, was marked by considerateness and foresight. The value of the prs 
of self-help, which been made. the text of an admirable treatise by a 
tinguished English writer, having almost a galvanizing effect on the industrial 
— of that oountry, does not seem here to have acquired marked ap 


th the growth of public spirit. Oandid addregses, auch as those — by 


His Excellency to the Municipality of Näsik and the Mahomedan community 
of that place, pointing out to the 1 what they are capable of achieving by 
gel f-exertion, are to be welcomed when the rejection of the principle of every - 
thing for the people and not by the people as a means of their material advance- 
ment comes into increasing favour with those who would further the well-bei 
of the country by an application of Native intelligence. The Municip: 
address referred to the solicitude of the Governor to see for himself the part 
of the country he has been called upon to rule, and to know the sentiments and 
wants of the people, so as to enable him to decide any question on its own 
merits. The reply of His Excellency on this point was very sensible, and need 
not be thought as prejudicial to the interests of the people if he showed a 
reasonable anxiety for consulting official with the popular view of a question 
side by side. His straightforward reply ought to satisfy the Mahomedans, who 
preferred a request for the protection of their éndms from aggression. He is a 
friend of the Mahomedans who would point out to them their shortcomings, and 
advise them to take their proper place with the other advanced races of this country 
mainly by their own exertions. The visit of a Governor gives a good opportunity 
toa Municipality for the ventilation of sanitary and other needs of the locality. 
A good supply of water seems to be the principal need of Nasik, but the plea is 
advanced that the funds of the Municipality are inadequate for the financing of 
the work which is estimated to cost about four läkhs of rupees. In the address 
presented by the Municipality to His Excellency the scheme is commended to 
the generous consideration of the Government, and a liberal grant from Provin- 
cial funds is prayed for. Looking into the financial position of the Municipality 
His Excellency found that the income of the body was Rs, 49,000 two years ago 
and the cash balance in hand something over Rs. 63,000, exceeding the income 
by about 25 percent. It may seem surprising that a Municipality having enough 
money to enable it to pay the interest on a loan, and besides provide for a sink- 
ing fund, should find it difficult to raise a sum of money which can allow of the 
scheme being launched. Either the Municipalities asking for aid from Pro- 
vincial revenues are guided by their own political economy, or the people have 
not learnt to make profitable investments, It would be good to raise loans, as 
far as might be, in India, so that the capitalists may learn to invest in im- 
rtant concerns of public utility. The Government might also effect large 
oans in England, and out of them give sufficient amounts to Municipalities who 
might be in need of them. The initial danger to be guarded against is, of 
course, to avoid running into needless debt. ‘Though brief, the speech of Lord 
Harris at the opening of the Nasik Tramway feeder line was encouraging, and 
his advice to owners of wealth to come forward with investments in such useful 
works was sound; but unless the Government cease intervening after having 
once satisfied themselves with the profitableness and utility of a line, the system 
of feeder lines built by private enterprise will hardly become popular. The 
address which His Excellency received from the Dhulia Municipality pointed, 
among other wants, to the same great need of rapid extension of communica- 
tion by feeder lines. But from the tone of His Excellency’s reply it is not 
difficult to see that there will not be a repetition of such difficulties in case a line 
of the kind is once taken in hand, 


11. The same . writes 1 By the retiroment of the Honourable 
. Stewart, Bombay loses one of the worthiest mem- 
N. eee, e Stewart, bers of the Civil Service. Combining know led 
with sympathy, the one as accurate as the other is 
broad and discriminating, Mr. Stewart has earned for himself the confidence of 
the Government and the respect of the public. We look upon his retirement 
just now as especially unfortunate, having heard so much, from independent 
Witnesses, of his ei of Revenue and Settlement questions, Many in 


1 like ourselves will regret not having had the benefit of his acquaint- 
0e. 


12. The Rede Goftdr (87), in its issue on the 15th March, observes :—In 
—_ . the report on the Abkäri Administration for the year 
NIA e ending S8lst July 1890, which has been recently 
year undi * published without a Government Resolution thereon, 

nding S let July 1800. 
e Commissioner defends and praises his ey which 
has been universally condemned. Various complaints have been brought to the 
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notice of Government by the press and by memorials, but the absence of ay 

inquiry into any of them shows the weakness of the department. The ple 
complained of experiencing difficulties in obtaining good toddy, but no allusion 
whatever has been made to the complaints. The right of Local Option’ has been 
denied to the districts of Panch Mahäls, Thäna and Thändesh on the plea that the 
vice of drinking largely prevails in those districts but their residents will oppose 
the opening of new grog-shops in order to carry on illicit distillation. This argu. 
ment falls to the ground as these people are not likely to grudge themselves more 
convenience, and Municipalities are to be consulted in sucha matter and not 
the people indulging in drinks. The allusion made to this subject by the 
Ahmedabad Municipality in the address presented to His Excellency Lord Harris 
at his first visit to that city and other facts show that the A’bkdri authorities 
have not paid much respect to the orders of the Home Government in this 

direction. 
13. After alluding to the conduct of the opponents of the Age of Consent 
g i Bill at the meeting of the supporters of the Bill in 
a complaint against some the Kriddbhuwan at Poona, the Subodh Patrika (18), 
e members of the Poona „ ., . : 

Police. in its issue of the 15th March, says:—The conduct of 
the police on the occasion is a subject which demands 
the close attention of the local authorities. For, judging from all accounts, it 
appears to have been extremely unsatisfactory. The policemen told off for the 
duty on the occasion either could not or would not perform it. It is essential 
that a searching inquiry should be made into the cause of it. Any inattention 
to this matter, though the matter is apparently small, would be fatal to the 
cause of order at any time, for it would leave the underlings to imagine that 
their duty was not imperative and might be slurred over at their pleasure. We 
shall therefore wait to see what action the police authorities of Poona take in 
sifting the matter to its bottom. Since writing the above we have been told 
that some of the police who were on duty have been degraded. We do not 


know how far this is true, but hope all information about the matter will be 
made public. 


Part II. Legislation. 


14. The Bombay Samdchdr (94) of the 20th March, and the Jdme Jamshed 
(107) of the 21st, in noting the enactment of the Ageof 
8 A Consent Bill, observe that there is not the least doubt 
ne ae eT Baty that the measure has been passed with the best of 
intentions in the interests of the people of India who 
should accept it with good grace, particularly when, remarks the Jdme, His 
Excellency the Viceroy has conveyed assurances that the working of the new 
law will be closely watched by Government and that if present safeguards 
against its abuse are found insufficient, further precautions will be immediately 
taken. The Jdme further says that the interpretation put upon Her Majesty 
the Queen’s Proclamation by His Excellency the Viceroy that the requirements 
of public morality ought to override those of any of the various religions 
revailing in India, ought not to have been advanced on the present occasion as 
it is likely to prejudice the minds of the people. The religion of the rulers 
being different from the various religious creeds of the country, it sometimes 
happens that what is considered morally objectionable by a portion of or the 
entire pou is not so held by the rulers, and vice vered. It would have been 
well had the interpretation not been put forward at all. 


15. The Dinmané (80), in its issue of the 17th March, observes :—About 
eee e eee, three centures ago there was no unity among the 
Conan“ t Native Chiefs of India and then the British Gov. 
f ernment succeeded by the assistance of an able but 

cunning officer as Lord Clive in conquering this country. The Age of 
Consent Bill has been probably introduced to see if there is any a among 
the Natives who have started up the National Congress and ask for political en- 
franchisement. The passing of the Bill in its present form will be very unlucky 
hoth for the rulers and the ruled. Government will have to open a new 
department and, perhaps, a fresh tax will be levied to meet the ex of the 
8 of the new law, the modesty of young females will be insulted, and 
highly disastrous consequences to the rulers will ensue. . 
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16. The Indu Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 16th March, writes :—The 
meeting of the Anjuman-i-Islam held on Saturday; 


The — a before last at the invitation of Mr. Badrudin Tyebji 
ä 1 40 Bi to express approval of the Age of Consent Bill has 


3 rise to a plentiful crop of unpleasant recrimina- 
tions. It shows in the Mahomedan community the cloven foot, the disagreement 
hetween men of old and new ideas, which is tearing the already too much 
divided Hindu community into hostile divisions. The Tyebji brothers, 
Mr. Sayani, Mr. Dharamsy, Mr. Fazulbhoy Vishram and other advanced men 
are in entire sympathy with the Bill, while the old Kazis and Moulvis, who 
are incapable of comprehending the spirit of new ideas, are like our Shästris and 
their followers protesting in the name of religion. The Mahomedans have their 
Tilaks and Sädhales in the persons of Haji Reazuddin Ahmed and Ghulam 
Mahomed Munshi. There is no lack of misrepresentation and misunderstanding. 
The worthy Munshi objects to the Bill because it compels cohabitation at 12! 
Whatever the amount of ignorant opposition, it is certain, however, that in the 
Mahomedan as in the Hindu community the most enlightened men are warm 
supporters of the Bill. 


17. In alluding to the report of the Select Committee on the Age of 

Consent Bill, the Rdst Goftdér (87), in its issue of 

— Con Kr * the 15th March, observes that the opponents of the 

40 of Consent Bill. 85 Bill ought to be satisfied with the recommendations 

made by the Select Committee, advises them not to 

oppose the measure any longer, and congratulates the Anjuman-i-I[slam of 

Bombay on its supporting the Bill. [The Suryd Prakdsh (89), and the Broach 

Mitra (95), in their issue of the 14th and 18th March, respectively, express 
similar sentiments. | 


18. A correspondent writing to the Mahkritta (4), in its issue of the 15th 
March, says: — The report of the Select Committee is out. The amendment 
proposed will but in a very small degree reduce the perniciousness of the 
original Bill. A great alarm has, therefore, been created in the minds of 
the Hindus. They are trembling with fear seeing that their religion, and their 
hearth and home are all in danger. When the matter was referred to the Select 
Committee the people expected that the harsh features of the Bill would be 
toned down so as to give some sort of reassurance to the ruffled and troubled 
public mind. They believed that the Bill was based on incorrect and insufficient 
information and they hoped therefore that the Committee would, after mature 
consideration and due deliberation, assisted in this matter by the expression of 
the opinion of vast concourses of people all over the country, suggest important 
modifications. But these hopes have not been realized and the people have 
been very much mortified in consequence. The question has now been freely 
discussed in the columns of newspapers and the Bill has been condemned by the 
majority of the people in public meetings assembled. The orthodox class with 
one voice has declared that they do not want the law. Still the Select Committee 
has recommended the passing of the Bill almost as it is into law. It has now 
been established by learned Sanskrit scholars that the Bill, if passed into law, 
would interfere in a tangible way with the religion of the people. The members 
of the Committee know of the Proclamation of Her Gracious Majesty the Queen- 
Empress of India; still the Honourable Members of the Committee assert that the 
Bill appears to them open to no objection. This seems to us to be a riddle. Are 
the officials determined not to give any heed to the heart-rending cry of the unfor- 
tunate people of India? Do they consider it a good policy to trample them under 
feet because they are helpless and innocent? ‘The Indians never expected that 
under the benign and civilized rule of England their condition would be worse than 
under the despotic and oppressive sway of the Moguls. It is universally known 
that the Indians are loyal to the very core of their heart and that they would 
rather die than utter even a word of disrespoct towards their sovereign. But is 
this the reward of such deep and heart-felt loyalty ? The shdstras of the Hindus 
teach them that the kings are gods on earth. They look upon Her Most 
Gracious Majesty Empress Victoria as their mother. Such being the case, ie 
it in any way unreasonable on the part of the people to expect that their mother 
and her agents would hear their ory! Ninety-nine per cent. of the Hindus are 
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erying in one voice, “We do not want this your law, O Mother! It woul 
violate the sanctity of our homes. It would wound our 14 feelings. Saye 
us, therefore, O merciful Mother!“ The members of the Select Committee hay, 
heard these cries. Still they have recommended the passing of the Bill. Whg 
will explain this unheard of obstinacy ? It is believed that all the local Goverp. 
ments have given their opinions in favour of the Bill. We knew that such 3 
thing would happen. Those who pose as reformers and talk and write much in 
regard to their zeal for social reform are considered by the English people ag 
the most enlightened and best-informed persons. The question was referred to 
these so-called reformers and the opinions of the local Governments mog 
probably have been guided by the views expressed by them. No reference, it 
appears, was made to the Pandits or the orthodox Hindus in leading positions 
2 are the real leaders of the 13 in regard to social matters. If what we 
surmise is true we must say that the local Governments have made a grea 
mistake, —a mistake which it is now too late for them to rectify, but which the 
Viceroy will, it is hoped, bear in mind when deciding this question. 


19. The Indian Speotator (2), in its issue of the 15th March, writes: 
We are loth to say one unkind word as to the minute of dissent recorded by 
Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter on the Age of Consent Bill. But for his own 
reputation we do wish it had not been written, or had been despatched in a few 
sentences, Then, perhaps, it would not have been so very easy for publicists to 
run the pen through the elaborate little document, One thing however is certain, 


that the worthy ex-Judge has strengthened the hands of the reformers more 
than he seems to be aware of, or is likely to get oredit for. 


20, The Phaniz (5), in its issue of the 14th March, writes:—One note. 

1 worthy fact in conneotion with the report of the Select 
Non-publication in the Committee on the Age of Consent Bill deserves the 
Bind Oficial Sele ov tbe attention of the authorities and the public in Sind. 
ynittee on the Age of Consent The publication of the Bill was ordered by the Council 
Bill, and it was accordingly published in ten Government 
Gazettes. It was also published in several vernacular 

languages, viz., Mardthi, Gujarati, Känarese, Bengali, Hindi, Uriya and Urdu. 
But, from the report, it does not appear that the Bill was published either in 
Sindhi or in English in the Sind Official Gazette, We are, of course, open to 
correction on this point, but if the report of the Select Committee is correct, 
the omission appears to be quite unaccountable, Sindhi is the spoken language 
of an entire province, and its inhabitants form as much a part of the subject 
pulation as more fortunate communities, The Bill was published both in 
glish and in vernacular even in the Coorg District Gazette, but Sind has 
been absolutely ignored as if it formed no part of British India. This is not 
the first time that this province has been so overlooked. The present omission 
= point from the fact, perhaps not generally known, that the Age of Consent 
ill owes its origin almost entirely to a Sindhi, to whose persistent, and not the 


* praiseworthy because anonymous, efforts the inception of the present measure 
ue. 


21. The Svadesh Bandhu (128), in its issue of the 18th March, observes — 


At present merchants are required to produce th 

3 . 4 oe 01 ence 2ccount-books in Civil Courts in order ta prove a is 
‘Act. and are put to great inconvenience if the books are 

detained in court while the suits are pending. It is 
equally inconvenient to produce the books before the court at every hearing of 
a suit. We are therefore glad to learn that a Bill has been brought before the 
Supreme Legislative Council authorising the Courts to admit true copies af 
accounts in evidence, and hope it will be soon passed. 


22, The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 15th March, writes: 


The most important change, perhaps, which the present 


R ks th : U 2 : . 
Boilers’ Inapection Bill no 1 Boilers Inspection Act introduces is that the 


new Act must apply to what are called technically 

po eh a ~~ er prime-movers as = as boilers. As far as wa cad 
| weigh faots and arguments we think this innovation 

to be both undesimble and unnecessary. Indeed, as yet no data have been pit 
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y owing y boilers and incompetent persons in ¢ 
11 0 the bad of prime-movers had been 2 kr 
* of po involving loss or injury to life, there would have been 
sufficient reason for introducing the present alteration. But it was admitted in 
1886, when the Act now in force was discussed, that there was no such reason 
for an inspection of prime-movers as for that of boilers. It was rye 
stated on that occasion that their inspection did not prevent accidents, that ra 
it might be considered of doubtful value, inasmuch as the parts of the 
ther for examination were hurriedly set EIA to save time. 
ture found in 1886 valid reason to withdraw from its former Nate, 
and did away with the inspection of prime-movers. It is a pertinent question 
whether any facts have occurred since that year to justify the new piece of 
legislation anent prime-movers. The question is answered in the negative, as far 
as we understand, and the answer devides the point so far. We have seen 
throughout the proceedings of the first day an earnest desire to attend to the 
ments of such non-official members as can speak with some authority on a 
subject of this kind. His Excellency the Governor and Sir R. West both ex- 
pressed themselves willing to alter the Bill where it could be proved to be 
mischievous. In free England an Act for the inspection of boilers was not 
till repeated accidents caused loss of life and property. Anything that 
interferes with the enjoyment of private rights of property is there regarded 
with great jealousy. A necessity for the exercise of a check must be clearly 
established before the representatives of the people will permit the State to 
interfere. In India, on the other hand, we oftentimes find State action called 
in prematurely, though seldom without good reason. 


Part III.— Municipalities. 


28, The Indu Prakdeh (14), in its issue of the 16th March, observes :— 
Mr. 8. H. Chiplunkar of Poona has written a le 
Remarks in connection letter which is intended 1 * ado 3 by the Muniei- 


4 the je oe P nas sath. . of Poona in repl recently 


t rought against the e Bombay 
agin 5 * „ Mr. Nämjoshi at k. uring the past 


few weeks written to the dailies on “behalf 6 of himself 
and the Municipality a series of letters dealing with the same — Most of 
the charges formulated by Government in their memorable ution 8 the 
6th January have been indeed so powerfully contested by these two gen tlemen 
that — is L : matter for su — rise ie that G nlcipality ee ee 
teat out at any rate giving the Mun ity an opportu 
itself. We were 1 those inclined to jud thar severely the suppoedd 
— of the Municipality, but we a a f te observe that there * 
or revising that Prd ment. be seen from the defence of the 
Municipality, which two of its 14 — have hitherto made on its behalf, 
that nearly the whole bill of indictment made by Government against the Muni- 
21 is fairly well contested, Only two points have been left unanswered, 
in the first case of compensation, the Managing Committee, after 
the agreement with the owner was drawn up and the amount of com on 
11 pir — — A wa to make erections, thus reducing the ‘space 


street, and that they gave a contract to one 
Vi Fan Bitar e bent tak { 1 1 formal Thee * 4 wo pe and 1 1 00 
ae to He his 5 
careless administration the Munici it en 
or else the two gentlemen, who have 
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Ady 10 plead wt to the ‘chi 06 two matten 

> say, Fans Malt of the facts that have been recentl: 

at Government, in roundly censuring the Municipal wh: : 
merely er- parte judgment of a Co tact on strictly con- 
s. If the interpretation which Messrs. os one ed and N4mjoshi 

the of pre 
7 ent they have ounc 
If it is found thet Govers. 


it fs 
. 


lancy ; on the other, the Municipality stands o y 

cretion and breach of duty. It is highly necessary that this should be 
clested up and the party really at fault should be charged with its responsi- 

lity. Lange , 
24. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 15th March, writes :—The General 
Committee of the Poona Munici pality will meet on the 19th instant to consider 
the . to the charges brought by the Government of Bombay, which has 
been ted by Mr. 8. H. Chiplunkar. The letters of Mr. M. B. Namjochi 
which have appeared in these columns and the columns of the Bombay papers 
have shown that there is a strong representation possible of the 4A, side. 
Mr. Chiplunkar’s draft reply points to the same thing. It is not our object 
now tq go into the details of the matter, but we feel constrained to say that 
Government made a serious mistake when they issued a Resolution containing 
staternents which could be very easily controverted as they have been. The 
Bombay Gazette, which has been ever ready to give a sympathetic hearing to 
the Municipality but which was so much impressed by “the strongly worded 
Government Resolution as to 2 surprise at the mildness of the punishment, 
now sees that there is another side to the question and that, too, a strong side. 
25. The Gujardéé (88), in its issue of the 15th March, says:—The hidden 
motive of condemning the Poona Municipality is said to be to make a suitable 
provision for Mr. Plunkett, City Magistrate, Poona, who shortly retires on a 


ensidn ; and if this be true, it does not speak well of the reputation of Govern- 
e Part IV. Native States. 


26. The Hindustan (106) and the Seddesd Bands (128), in their 
3 i — of — — 8 * Rage ton respectively, 
jarks on the reply of consider the re of Sir Jo orst, the Under 
Nye N State Secretary of State for India, to a question put by 
or India to 4 question on the . . . a E 
Cambay disturbances asked Mr. Burt in connection with the disturbances whi 
in Turliament. occurred at Cambay in September last, to be unsatis- 
pal factory, and request the Committee appointed at Bom- 
bay for the purpose of obtaining redresa for the people of that State to secure 
justice to the sufferers from Parliament. The Hindsstan observes that it is desir- 
able to inquire into the injustice done to the persons acoused of riot at their trial 
and to take severe notice of the conduct of Mr, Cook, and of Mr, Shdamréo and 
others who may have been the cause of it. The Handhu remarka that the 
ry of State for India seems to have entirely trusted the official 
to the inquiries 
publish memorial, 
nduced { 
G. M. SATHR, 
Reporter on the Native Prog 


i Walla 
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paper in the above list is printed in 2 after the —4 nn number of the News. 


5 
Part I.— Politios and the Public Administration. 


publishes a 


9, jut our, tnd 


7 0 
2. The Bombay Samdchdr (94), in ita 
similar sentiments, and adds: — The piece of information that the 
Relief and Insurance Fund has been re-established ma 
to the publie, but how long this lation will 
I 


3 consolation 

the fund of a kror and a a amount 
ene adden Midland and Bengal” 

on the ground that railways serve 1er Orn . 
famine-stricken districts and may therefore be to have been constructed 
for the protection of the country against famine. The excuse has been cleverly 
made indeed, but on similar reasoning the Famine Fund may as plausibly dhe 


diverted to several other departments of the State and may be totally exhausted 
as was done before. Bee 


8. The Sudhdrak.(19), in its issue of the 28rd March, gives a summary 
of the Financial Statement for 1891-92, and says :—Of course, the salt-tax has 
not been reduced, and the hopes and expectations of the country have been 
-eruelly annihilated. It is a sad circumstance that although the Government 
has obtained magnificent surpluses, during three continuous years, a policy of 
moderation and “caution” which is only another name for a 12 not 
ightening the burdens of the poor, should still be persisted in. It is admitted 
on all hands that the duty on salt at its present rate presses with extreme sev 
on the struggling millions of the country, and considerably restri 
utes » to * The word of the Government, too, —— re 
p to a policy o ucing this oppressive im on ! rtunity 
presented by the ces of the onal. In the face, however, of 1 facts 
and promises, although three opportunities came and went, the Government 
of India did not care to take off the additional burden from the shoulders of the 
poor,—a burden put upon them at a time of great embarrassment with a distinct 
promise that it would not have to be borne fora long time. Government has 
chosen to restore the Famine Insurance Fund to its old level of 14 krors 
before reducing the salt duty, although the enhancement of the duty was a later 
affair than the suspension of the Famine Insurance Fund! The country has 
already borne a burden of nearly 20 krors during the last 18 years for insuring 
the eountr inst famine, and it might very well have been allowed a 
respite in that direction, especially as during these 13 years Government has not 

to spend more than 50 lakhs on actual famine relief. But strange are the 
ways of Government ! 


4. The Mabrdtta (4), in its issue of the 22nd March, writes :—When 
differential salaries to Indians and Englishmen are in 
uestion, they are defended on the ground that the 
nglishman in consenting to accept service in a 
; foreign country and a hot climate sacrifices much that 
is dear in life, and for this he must have some compensation. Well, put 
aside for a moment the rejoinder that in other ro men have 
to work upon lower salaries, and that many of the ces invelved have in 
these days of improved communication become more imaginary than real, we 
shall simply rejoia: Well, let these gentlemen, then, actually undergo. those 
sacrifices for. w they are given recompense in the shape 5 
salaries, in anticipation. Why should they shirk these sacrifices to the 
disadvantage of the National Exchequer and national weal?’ But somehow.or 
other an idea seems to prevail that the tax-payers of the — 


. 


Governors and other high 
officers and their reeeptions 
at the cost of public funds. 


c 
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to the assértion made in a recent issue of the Pioneer, that 


it is believed that a despatch has been received from 


the Secretary of State for India advoca more 
extended resort to local manufactures for of 
stores required by the Government of India, the Jdme 
Jamshed (107), in its issue of the 27th March, says :— 
The alleged despatch, if actually received, ought to be 
expressions of great joy. Lord Ripon’s Government issued in 1882 an 


order to the local Administrations to purchase local manufactures for the use of 
State as far as it was practicable. this order been faithfully followed the local 
manufactures would have received considerable impetus and there would have been 
a large saving from loss by exchange; but the local Administrations did not pay 


much attention to this salutary injunction which was not also duly appreciated by 
the Secretary of State who was prohibited from doing it by the vast influence 
exercised on him by the merchants in England. Except in the purchases of 
stationery it does not seem that any heed was paid to Lord Ripon’s wishes by the 
authorities here or in England. The State Secretary’s insisting upon the vast stores 
of costly railway material being purchased in England is quite notorious and there 
is no need for further remark on this subject. It is to be hoped that such 4 
despatch as has been mentioned * Pioneer has been received and that it will 


be soon authoritatively publish [The Akhkbdre Soddgar (92), in its issue of 
the 26th March, expresses similar sentiments. | 


6. The Rdst Goftdr (87), in its issue of the 22nd March, writes :—The 


reply of the Government of India to the memorial 


Remarks in connection with gubmitied by Mr. Mehta as President of the last 
the reply of Government to 


Congress, praying for a reduction of the salt-tax, 18 
the Congress, praying for a ai 3 1 
* 5 isappointing. It is disa ting in this sense that 
— the Government do not pate that the state of the 
finances can admit of the reduction of the duty by eight annas per maund. As 
the salt-tax is one of the most remunerative sources of revenue, so it is also 
the most unwelcome. The authorities, it may be supposed, would not care to 
tax this necessary of life two or three thousand per cent. over the cost of pro- 
duction, if other better sources of income were available; and they would not 
increase the duty unless a financial exigency urgently demanded it. There was 
uch exigency when Lord Dufferin raised the tax from Re. 2 to Re. 2-8 per maund, 
and solemn pledges were given at the time that it would be reduced as soon a 
the finances admitted of a reduction. Since then there has a great im- 
- provement in the revenue. The last two budgets tell a uses, 
| oe, << ae eens See Exchange has and drop 
ol late, but its fluctuations will result in an a above the rate of le. Cd. 
r re * cons 
derably exchange a very uncertain item, 
— * for refusing to “an Ga te large source of revenue in the 


: 


has considerably increased the consumption of 
decreased. In 1887, the q 


78,80,000 maunds in 1886. In 1888 the Government of 
2 to Re. 2-8 per maund. This increase 


The results of the last census operations have not yet been published, and as 
soon as they are, the increase of population over the figures of 1881 will be 
known. By means of these figures it can, also, be 1 how many people 
have been deprived of e salt owing to the enhancement of 
duty. In our opinion, it is not proper Government should levy duty u 

any of the necessaries of life. Lord Dufferin, when increasing the duty in 1888, 
ange“ in support of his action, that it was in order to make up the anticipated 
deficit of upwards of two krors of rupees in the public revenue that he was 
required to take that step, and announced that as soon as the financial pressure 
was removed, he would remit the increase. Seeing now that the financial 
condition has 2 and seeing also that for some time to come it is not 
likely that any heavy expenditure will have to be incurred by the State, it 
behoves Government to remit the increased rate. The matter was moved 
in Parliament, and Lord Cross, the Secretary of State for India, himself said 
that as soon as there was any surplus the increase of duty would be remitted. 
The Sérvajanik Sabh4 has sent a memorial to Government. We hope that the 


Sind Sabha will also follow their example. In our opinion Government should 
fulfil their promise. 


8. The Kaiser-t-Hind (86), in its issue of the 22nd March, observes :— 
The reply given by His Excellency the Viceroy to the memorial from Mr. P. M. 
Mehta, President of the Sixth National Co for reducing the enhanced duty 
on salt, is very disappointing. His Excellency Lord Lansdowne has been in- 
different to the welfare of the people throughout his regimé except in the 
matter of the Age of Consent Act, and one can hardly expect from him a 
different course during the remainder of his regimé. A strong case has been made 
out for the reduction in the salt-tax by the Congress and some other political 
associations, but since no relief has been obtained in India the matter should 


be taken before Parliament to whose notice the promise given by Lord Cross 
last year to reduce the tax should be brought. 


9. The Dinmané (80), in its issue of the 24th March, regrets the total 
absence of the natives of India from the list of successful 
8 tie abeence candidates for the Indian Medical Service Examination 


held on 9th February last, surmising that this must be 
due 1 the unwillingness of the 4 to provide 


fat appointments to others than their own country- 
men. 


10. The Jagadhitechchhu (15), in its issue of the 21st March, publishes a 


communication in which the'corres ent censures the 
Imprisonment without trial of dis — 
in An 
80 the Portuguese territory of 2 
a tri 


' , : : g 
tal : } 4 1 * i 


1 


Indian says the paper, are fed on v 
— —— Red very wretched, and the amount of 


F 


7 


hours, but nothing of the kind, regrets the paper, is done. Female 
reer 
| ‘their | L is state ings is v 
behoves Government to remedy it. re sus: 
12. The Jdme * 600 in N =< io, — :—The 
oisons Act of 1 sufficiently long 
An amendment of the . : oa. | 
sired, Once to require a complete revision. 
WW has been in existence it’ has afforded ample 
nity to a would-be or a professional poisoner. The public ‘has never 
difficulty in purchasing poisonous substances, whether the poisons are in 
in the Act or not. Persons engaged in trade or agriculture are permitted 
purchase the poisons enumerated in the Act in wholesale quantities, and 
Js nothing to prevent these persons from retaili quanti 
TheActp 


3 
115 


poisons produced in I 
their doses and effects. Only thirteen poisons are enumerated. 
the Act. Besides these there are many others to be purchased in the 
which. are not included in Schedule A, and may therefore be bought and sold 
in any quantities without any question being asked, Two of the most deadly 
isons — not 17 in the sap on a — vg acid and s — 
e recent case of poisoning by nia has brought this poison prominen 
to the notice of the public. It is imported in large quantities; one dru at 
alone has received one hundred ounces in conveniently small bottles containing 
one ounce eavh. A sale has recently been reported at twenty-two grains for one 
rupee. The profit of such a sale is, of course, very considerahle. But the poison 
is probably usually sold to druggists at wholesale prices. Schedule A of the 
Act discloses that no license is necessary for the sale of chnia, and the 
public is alarmed at the large quantity that is available in Bombay. The sooner 
we have a good Poisons Act the better. 


18. The Indu Prakdeh (14), in its issue of the 28rd March, writes: — The 


re of the Native Passenger Ships’ Commission, 

Remarks on the report of which held its sittings here some weeks ago, is quite 

~~ Ships’ Cam. barren aa far as the general public of this Presidency 

ngers ha e 2 — ret ont — 

ve a Passenger oom ve 

— given compliments + the bargain. The Commission quote without 

comment the cynical remark of Mr. Shepherd that he would rather not have 

first and second class passengers on board his steamers since he intends them 

for the classes. But what has he done for the comfort of those classes 

too? The Commission does not care to enquire into this subject and has no 

suggestions to offer. Then what was the Commission appointed for ? 
„„ sc Mg Sal Chee: Th ceeneeinty te oie 
ons use and e > was ‘TOF A 

of local conditions about™ * grievances that the Commission wat 
appointed, and in that object it has, we are bound to say, signally failed. 

14. In noticing the Government Resolution regarding, the refusal of the 

0 aati authorities of the European General and Kima Hoe 


* 


Miss Walke, the lady doctors at the K4ma Hospital, and furnishes one more 
instance of how muc Europeans in general and Government also are anxious 
to pass over the faults of their countrymen. Haughty Europeans consider the 
natives of India quite inferior to them and act unjustly towards them. It 
geoms that this feeling of assumed superiority has been extended by these proud 
and insolent men towards poor or lower-class of Europeans and the Eurasians 
who are held by them to be just as bad as the Natives. The Eurasians had 
better think over this treatment of them before exhibiting an over-anxiety to 


follow and copy Europeans. 


15. In writing on the same subject, the Jéme Jamshed (107), of the same 
date, observes that the Resolution is not satisfactory, and says :—Since it has been 
proved that some of the menial staff at the European General Hospital have 
heen inattentive to the patients, it may not be improper to believe that a 
similar treatment is given by the hospital servants to the patients at the several 
hospitals where Natives alone are admitted, and to desire that an enquiry ought 
to be instituted into the matter by Government, particularly when the Native 

tients have no means of carrying their complaints to the authorities. Seeing 
that the death of Mrs. Susan King has led to the issue of a Resolution from Gov- 
ernment on the subject, it is quite natural that Natives should deplore that 
similar steps were not taken in the cases wherein two or three unfortunate 
Natives died some time ago on account of a refusal of admission into the local 
hospitals. 


16. The Gujardt Darpan (82), in its issue of the 26th March, approves of 

the practice of one of the Honourable Judges of the 

Annual inspection of the Calcutta High Court paying annual visits to the 

Sebordinate Boniber High Subordinate Courts, and recommends the Bombay 

a ee Government to get a similar practice introduced in 

; this Presidency. The Darpan complains of the delay 

caused in the District Judge’s Court at Surat in disposing of the civil suits 

brought about five ee ago by the creditors of the Baila Mill, and says 

that such a state of things can hardly continue if the system of annual visits 
is introduced. 


17. The Gujardté (83), in its issue of the 22nd March, writes :—One of 
the rules of the Advocate’s examination in Bombay is 
that a Bachelor of Laws must commence filling up his 
terms before the expiration of five years after taking 
his degree of LL.B. We do not know what the object of this anomalous 
restriction is. No such prohibition is to be found with respect to ~~ other 
examination. There is certainly no earthly reason why a High Court Pleader 
of more than five years“ standing should be debarred forever from presenting 
himself for the Advocate’s examination, unless of course one is prepared to 
maintain that all sorts of meaningless impediments should be placed in the 
path of Indian students. It would, of course, be easy to understand the justice 
or reasonableness of such a rule if there were some provision by which High 
Court Pleaders were entitled to r on the Original Side after some years’ 
standing. But all doors are closed agaicst them. The second rule which 
seems to us wholly indefensible on any grounds whatever is that immediately 
after filling up terms one must apply to be examined. After a dail 

attendance at the Court for nearly four or five hours, candidates cannot fin 

much time for study, and to compel them to submit to an examination in which 
every thing is airports vague and indefinite soon after their terms are 
completed, amounts virtually to killing them by over-work or driving them 
to court a certain failure in the examination. We know no Universi 

examination which imposes such a harassing restriction on candidates. Students 
appearing for the highest examinations in Medicine and ep are not 
fottered * any such rules. Those 1 for the M. D., the LL. B. or 
Solioitor's examinations are at liberty to appear for their respeotive examinations 
at any time after their prescribed terms have been filled up. The absurdity of 
the rules will become the more patent when it is remembered that a candidate 
who has failed in the Advocate’s examination is at liberty to appear * — 
when he is ready for it without filling up terma, The process of ) 
in the examination and re-ap for it has only to be repeated and then one 


Remarks on the Advocate’s 
Examination in Bombay. 
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is able to evade successfully the operation of this unintelligible restriction. W. 


respectfully invite the attention of the present learned Chief Justice of the 
High Court to this anomalous state of things. 


18. The Din Bandhu (10), in its issue of the 22nd March, refers to 3 


tramway accident to Rao Saheb Ganpatrdo Malhér 


The Bombay Tra ae 
* Limited, N Bokad, and Says: The driver and the conductor 


of the tram-car are mostly to be blamed for tha 
er yy ente on tram lines accident. As usual the speed of the car was slackened 


a little, but before the Réo Säheb could secure 3 
footing on the step- board the driver again let go the car at full speed. The 
illiterate and arrogant servants of the Tramway Company ought to receive 4 
warning to be more cautious in future. Accidents on tram lines are becoming 
more frequent than those on all the Railways in India combined. Several 


persons have lost their lives, and yet we see no improvement in the management 
of the Bombay Tramway Company. 


19. In alluding to Tramway accidents, the Radjyabhaktd (118), in its issue 

of the 24th March, observes :—The Tramway Company 

The Bombay Tramway has no doubt afforded great convenience to the public, 

1 * 1 and a but care should be taken to guard against accidents 

vernment to ; 

order certain changes in the Occurring frequently. The Company ought to be 

regulations of the Company. compelled by Government to attend to the following 

precautionary measures: — (1) If a tram-car is not 

— when passengers get in or out the conductor ought to be fined; (2) the 

8 of the cars should be fixed and the Company should pay the cost of widen- 

ing streets through which the line passes ; (3) the number of passengers on each 

bench should be 4 and the Company’s servants should be very civil to 
passengers. 


PART IT.— Legislation. 


20. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 22nd March, writes :— 
The passing of Sir Andrew Scoble’s Bill on the Age 

Approval of the passing of of Consent will be acknowledged as a triumph, so far, 
the Age of Consent Bill. of cautious but firm statesmanship. Well may its 
author take credit to himself for this success of a 

measure which, small and restricted as it is, is still a most substantial instalment 
of actual relief from suffering, vouchsafed to the child-wives of India, in spite 
of the dead set made against it by a few upholders of monopoly in human flesh, 
by a large body of religious and political bigots and by a much larger mass of 
unthinking men, born, as it were, to do their masters’ bidding. We cannot 
speak too highly here of the attitude taken by His Excellency the Viceroy 
and Sir Andrew Scoble. If the present Government could not come up to our 
expectations all at once, there is this to be said to their credit, namely, that 
they have acted on behalf of the orphans of society, besides going through the 
more easy process of speaking in that behalf. This record of India’s gratitude 
would be incomplete without a mention of the valuable services rendered to the 
cause by Mr. Krishnäji Nulkar. But for his presence in the Supreme Council 
during the acute crisis now over, and but for his resolute stand on the grounds 
of justice and humanity, one knows not where the Bill might have drifted in 
the hurricane that has swept over it for six weeks on that side of the Mun. 
Not that there was the slightest doubt as to its safety. But the game of amend- 
ments was kept up so briskly by the Garbhddhdniste that one felt rather 
uneasy on that account. Mr. Nulkar shows that the Mardtha has not 1 
lost his governing . The A. limit at twelve has doubtless dis- 
appointed him, as it has disappointed many others, Of that, perhaps, on 
some future occasion. Meantime, we beg to repeat our thanks to Mr, Nulkar, 
to the Raja of Bhinga, and to all their European colleagues in Council, who in 
sup the measure eo cordially and unanimously, have shown true loyalty 
to conavience and their Queen. To the support of the Bill outside the 


Council Hall is due an equal meed of praise. We refer es to the Hindu 
summation te this wan. Ol tha. Makemadene, wm ‘went Our Hindu 
olde “~- deserve the credit of having secured the vindication of es gree 
principle. Madras, Punjab, the North-West Provinces, and other Administra 
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tions of British India; the Native States, and, the best of them all, Bombay —all 
these have acquitted themselves in a most handsome manner. Need we say 
more about Bengal than that it should not be judged harshly for the temporary 
aberrations of some of its leaders? The real leaders of men there have acted as 
honourably as could be expected; indeed, they have had a harder fight of it. 
But to our own Presidency belongs the honours of the victory more than to 
others. The Age of Consent question was first mooted in these columns by a 
Hindu gentleman who is content to describe himself as a “ Vedic Hindu,“ but 
who, nevertheless, combines in himself the best traditions of the faith and 
culture of our common ancestors, with some of the best results of modern 
civilization of the West. This gentleman was supported by other Hindus of 
note all over the country, never so strongly as within the last few weeks, and 
nowhere so much as in Bombay. So that, really, it has been a Hindu move- 
ment throughout, initiated, kept up and carried to a succcessful issue by Hindus 
of various shades of opinion and all degrees of Indian and European culture. 
Theirs has been the struggle throughout; and theirs is now the victory. It 
remains for this journal only to add that we sympathize with them in their hour 
of triumph as heartily as we sympathized with them during three long years of 
trials and disappointments. 


21. The Subotha Patrika (18), in its issue of the 22nd March, writes :— 
The Age of Consent Bill has at last become an Act, and we may well exclaim in 
the words of a Madrasee brother, All hail to the supreme legislators of the 
Indian Empire who had resolved to pass it into law as a triumph of reason over 
so-called orthodoxy, and of humanity — we should add, of decency, too,—over the 
brutal promptings of a beastly passion!“ The unholy cause of opposition to 
this small measure of protection to tender female innocence from premature 
acquaintance with enforced carnality had everywhere been based ostensibly on 
the injunctions of religion and on the authority of the sacred Shästras, while in 
Bengal, in addition to these invocations, appeals had been addressed to the God- 
dess Kali as the Universal Mother! What a religion, what Shdstras, what a god- 
dess, and what votaries! Yet, it is these last who alone are responsible for the 
degrading notion. For, if they are sincere believers in the sacredness of the 
injunctions and the divinity of her who is no voluptuous Venus but the stern 
destroyer of demons, they ought to have seen that to pray to her to safeguard 
the indulgence of a demon passion at the expense of her tender daughters on 
earth was double blasphemy. It is a mercy that a measure, which no right- 
thinking man and kindly-hearted woman, as the Honourable Mr. Nugent said, 
or as we should put it, no right-thinking woman or kind-hearted man but would 
cordially welcome, has been passed in spite of the senseless storm of opposition, 
which has been, through astuteness and misrepresentation, got up against it. 


22. The Bitechchhu (85) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of the 26th March, 
and four other yy oom of Gujarat, observe that „. ple are 
glad that the Age of Consent Bill has passed into law in spite o the strong 
opposition from the orthodox. 


23. After alluding to the case of the Mahomedan child-wife, barely ten 
ears old, who was hung by her husband after making an indecent attack on 
er, the Bombay Samdohdr (94), in its issue of the 23rd March, says :—This 

unfortunate Mursheedabad case is one of a kind that very rarely occurs, but 
there can be no doubt that the evil practice of immature cohabitation arising 
from child marriages leads to several cases of child-wives being injured for life 
and their health being irrecoverably shattered that never come to the notice of 
the public. This state of things ought to show how much the Indian child- 
wives stand in need of legal protection which has now been fortunately extended 
to them by the Age of Consent Act for the passing of which every reasonable 
Native is sincerely thankful to Government. 


24. The Indu Prakdeh 0, in ita issue of the 28rd March, writes :—The 
Age of Consent Bill, which has been agitating the 

Passing of the Age of Con- Indian world for the last two months, has at last 
tent Bill upproved, aan been into law. In passing the measure the 
the people suggested. Government has shown a firmness which must be 
highly commended. There was indeed a general ex- 
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pectation from the outset that the Government would be firm. The duty of 
good Government, ge, and the public weal— all these considerations pointed 
to one conclusion, that the Government would vere with the Bill, and main. 
tain it to the last in its essential principles. In fact, Government would have 
betrayed its high trust if it had surrendered its position. The passing of the 
law is indeed a matter for satisfaction, but not for elation or triumph. It is a 
small measure in itself. It is essentially a measure of protection and in only a 
secondary sense one of social reform. As an amendment of the criminal law 
ite necessity and usefulness are unquestionable. From the social aspect its real 
usefulness lies in its moral influence. To realize the full benefit from its use as 
a moral force the people must respond to it by acting in accordance with its 
spirit. This law itself does not prohibit early marriage. It only pones 
cohabitation for some time. In places where the practice of early cohabitation 
revails it will be a real blessing ; where no such practice is in existence it will 
nugatory. Asa help to social reform its moral effect must be to raise the 
age of marriage, and to secure this effect it must be followed up by active work 
in the way of educating public opinion. What we mean is, those who are 
earnest about social reform must not look upon the passing of the measure as 
the end-all and be-all of their activity and rest on their oars. The passing 
of the Bill was necessary as an assertion of a principle, and the effort to get it 
= map was necessitated by the excessively wild and insane cry raised against it. 
he opponents have done incalculable mischief by raising all manner of false 
issues, by degrading our people and our religion in the eyes of the civilized 
world, and by working the people into a fit of excitement in which they lost 
all self-possession. The friends of reform have to undo all these mischiefs, to 
re-assure the people, to heal up lacerated sores, and to induce the people to 
voluntarily turn to the path of reform. One of the first steps to take in such 
a cause is to properly instruct the public at large as to the true scope of the law 
just passed, and to use the occasion for impressing upon the public mind the 
desirability of raising the age-ljmit for marriage so as to escape any chance of 
the penalties of the law of which they are so much in terror. Pamphlets and 
leaflets in the vernaculars, stating precisely the law as now amended, removing. 
misconceptions, and pointing out the necessity of a forward move should be 
distributed, and reports of the debate in the Council and the proceedings of the 
Javer Bäg meeting, which latter have been already printed, may also serve as 
valuable aids in instructing public opinion. There is already some awakening 
of the public mind in consequence of the recent agitation, and the interest thus 
awakened should be kept up by further efforts, 


25. The Mahrdéia (4), in its issue of the 22nd March, writes :—It has 
pleased Gevernment to pass the Age of Consent Bill 
Disapproval of the ag into an Act ; and Government expects that the agitation 


of the Age of Conse . 142 . 
and the steps to be taken which has been exciting the minds of the nation will 


by the people. now subside. Government, we know, has been made 
| to believe that the agitation against the Bill is all a 
ot-up affair. They have been told that it is all the work of a few wire-pullers. 
f it were so the anticipation of Government would be certainly correct. But 
we have been jn the thickest of the fight and we are therefore in a position to 
say that Government has been misinformed, The agitation is genuine and as 
such it is bound to continue. The penny of the Bill did not come by surprise. 
It was anticipated and people had already thought about the course to be adopted 
when the Vicerega) Council should make its decision public. At the Sholapur 
mass meeting a resolution was passed to the effect that if the Viceroy in 
Council took the bald 2 ol passing the Bill steps should be taken to _— 
to the sense of the English nation, and we learn on the best authority that 
will be very soon given to the yesolution of the Sholäpur meeting. Before a 
deputation is sent to England some work in India itself has to be done, and 
we take the earliest opportunity of bringing this to the notice of the public, 
so that the way of the deputation oe pres: The programme of Indian 
work is easy and simple and we have little doubt that it wil be gone through 
as as * Ag ticable. The first work to be done is about 
_ to the Bill. Government still adheres to its opinion that the 
does not violate any religion, ‘This opinion is based upon the advice given 


13 


them by the school of modern interpreters of the sacred texts led a 
— by Dr. DIhändärkar and the Honourable Mr. Telang. And our first: 
right of these people to a decision 
. are competent judges and if they have 

„let us bow down to their decision and 


eclare that we refuse to 
unequivocal terms that Government has erred in accepting 
religious objection thus disposed off, we must next examine the 
the well-known supporters of the Bill to be our leaders in these matters. If 
they have any just claims let us follow their lead by all means; but if — 
have none, let us undeceive them and ourselves. Let this matter be decid 
first before proceeding with our work. So far about the work of destruction. 
This has to be followed by constructive work also. It consists of constituting a 
grand central association the principal work of which body should be that of self- 
preservation, self-protection and self-support. In this association we must enlist 
the sympathies of those only who are prepared to stand or fall upon the 
of their own independent ‘work whether it is that of social or political reform ; 
whether it is educational or industrial; whether it is that of revival or survival. 
Loyalty to Government will of course be the sine qua non of the essential 
conditions of the existence of the grand association we have to build up. In 
order that this association may not come in conflict with some of the exi 
institutions we might make some provisions. Those who have by their conduct 
made a confession of their moral weakness or those that have betrayed their 
nation by directly or indirectly misrepresenting us to our rulers, or who 
have abused the trust reposed in them by the people, will naturally have no 
place in this association. Let us then chalk out a programme of our work— 
social, political and religious; and let it be carried out honestly. The most 
important and, we might say, the first, work that will have to be done under the 
auspices of the association will be to remove the mischievous impression that 
has been created both here and in England both as regards our social and reli- 
gious customs and our aims and aspirations. It is a patent fact that we have 
been mischievously and shamel represented asa nation of savages and the 
Sudhdraks have shamelessly ‘testified to it. Let these Sudhdraks therefore form 
themselves into a separate nationality. They are unfit to be amongst us. Let 
them join the ranks of those who took such a prominent against us at the 
time of the Ibert Bill. The Age of Consent Bill agitation is the third great 
* raised during the last ten or twelve years, and we have learnt during 
this period that we can afford to treat our enemies with — because, 
whatever they say or do, they do openly. But we ought no longer to allow to 
be amongst us those of our fellow-countrymen who are our enemies but who 
as our friends. The time has come when we should divide. The Age of 
onsent agitation has given us an accurate idea of our strength and our weakness, 
and the longer we continue together the more rapid will be ourruin. Having done 
80, let us publicly approve or disapprove the recent measure and proceed to carry out 
our work. The wounds that the Sudbirake have inflicted cannot be healed; the 
mischief they have done is irreparable and it will not do to reconcile ourselves to 
the humiliating position they have placed us in. We must not allow ourselves to 
be blinded. The pill administered may be golden, but internally it is poison- 
ous and we ought not to swallow it. If your religion is tam with by the 
Bill, how can you silently look on? If our “home” is attacked, how can we 
afford to quietly submit? If national aspirations are blighted, how can we allow 
our enemies to enjoy themselves at our expense? 


20. The Native Opinion (16), in ite issue of the 26th March, writes :—The 
18 of Consent Bill has after all been in the teeth of the whole country. 

e never thought that the Government would be eo blind to what was passing 
around, The manner in which it has ignored the ——— the people 


is entirely unworthy of it. The best for it wo have been 
withdraw the Bill as demanded. 4 but in — — ot 

the next best course would have to emend dt on the ines of papules 
Qpinion indicated by both the supporters and the opponents of the measure ‘Bir. 
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R. Mitter’s absence from the Council Board at this critical juncture on 
of serious illness was indeed 9 misfortune ; especially as there was none to secon 
his single-handed struggle against odds. In his absence the whole ground wa, 
clear. There could be no motion for amendment; no division upon it. e 
whole affair was uently a huge farce, that of reading the prepare 
eseays.. The country might have been well spared that; the members too would 
have been saved an amount of trouble. We can recall to our mind no occasion 
on which the Government set at naught so strong, so wide-spread, and so genuine 
an opposition. On no occasion was the country so much stirred. It was indeed 
a novel spectacle to see the generally lethargic Hindus and Mahomedans driven 
into such a furore all over the country. And was this unreal? Was it due 
to wire-pulling? Let those who have the hardihood, say so, but we never 
shall. By the side of this opposition the one by the Europeans at the time of 
the Ilbert Bill becomes pale. It was purely sentimental and full of factions 
irit. It was not, moreover, universal. The present one was not of that 
racter. The Government listened even to that opposition then and adopted a 
com promise. — bas it not done so now? Is it because the opponents then 
were strong -headed Europeans and not mild Hindus and Mahomedans? We 
are sure if the Government had now been presided over by Lord Ripon, some 
sort of compromise would have been arrived at and the 1 reconciled. 
That would have been wise statesmanship. A policy of that kind on the present 
occasion would have heightened the prestige of the British Government. Now 
that the Bill has been by sheer force, what is the duty of the people who 
do not want it altogether or who want it to be amended? Are they to remain 
silent? No. If they have been unheard before one tribunal, let them carry 
their case before a higher one.. There is not much chance of justice at the 
hands of the State Secretary. Let him however be tested first if constitutionally 
The best tribunal in our opinion is the House of Commons, and 
there we are sure to have justice. Let, however, our representations be sober, 

and not sensational. 


27. In alluding to the passing of the Age of Consent Bill into law, the 
Kéaside Mumbdi (110), in its issue of the 231d March, observes that the Queen's 
Proclamation does not authorize Government to interfere in the religious rites 
of the people, since every religion is based on principles of morality, advising at 
the same time the opponents of the Bill not to protest against it any more as it 
is now become law and it is good to respect the rulers. 


28. The Adthidtodr Times (3), in its issue of the 23rd March, writes :—In 
passing the Age of Consent Bill in the face of overwhelming opposition from 
the people whom it vitally affected, the Government of India have hardly acted 
discreetly. Those whom the Bill did not affect said anything and every- 
thing they liked in — of the Bill, and thus strengthened the hands of 
Government. The Bill, as has been so often pointed out, is defective in various 
aspects and will make people fall back upon infant marriages. In 
the Bill it would seem that the Government have taken advantage of the mild 
Hindu nature, forgetful at the same time how far it has alienated itself from 
the sympathies of the people. The Bill is passed simply, it would appear, to 
ata the crochets of a few persons. It is passed in indecent haste and 
perhaps wholly under pressure from home and in utter deflance of Indian 
public opinion. The Bill is likely to remain a dead law, and will have, we fear, 
to be repealed very soon. 


29. The Poona Vaibhav (54), in its issue of the 22nd March, observes :— 

The passing of the Age of Consent Bill by the Supreme Legislative Council, not- 
n general public opinion condemning the measure, shows that it is 
‘useless to hold National Congresses and to make petitions to Government, and 
that it is necessary to find out other means to make Government accede to our 
demande. If Government make light of the i opinion of the whole 
country, no purpose can be served by spendin lions of rupees in the hope 
overnment will grant representative tive Councils. Granting 
1 or elective Councils are conceded, what is the use of having 
like Mesare. Nulkar, Bhandarkar, Go., and why should we 


that 
that 
Coun | 
employ such assassins against ourselves? Better it ie to bear in that the 
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English are foreigners, that their rule is not parental but cruel, 
the less one has to do with them the better, and to pray to 


of the country. 


80. The Kesari 6 se of the 24th March, resents the 

of the Age of Consent Bill by the Vi Legislative Council, and says that 
the people of India must acknowledge that the British Government is able to 
rule over India by its great might and that the people are 80 helpless that 
the British Government can, like the Mahomedans with the Koran in one 
hand and the sword in the other, make them drink wine and send them to 
«the Father in Heaven.“ The oppression which, says the paper, the British Gov- 
ernment is practising on the people under pretext of humanity is such that 
the like of it could not be found even under the Mogul rule. The paper 
thinks that it would be better that the Viceroy’s word should be supreme than 
that there should be irresponsible Councils and Councillors like those who put 
the trammels of the Age of Consent Bill on the people in spite of their 
remonstrances. In conclusion, the paper advises the people to renew their 
efforts for the reform of the Indian Councils and to disown the so-called 
reformers as their leaders. [Several other papers express disappointment at the 
passing of the Age of Consent Bill.] 


81. The Dinmani (80), and the Rdjyabhakts (118), in their issues of the 24th 
March, disapprove of the Age of Consent Act. The former adds that the new law 
isa violation of the Queen’s Proclamation of 1858 and has made the 3 suspi- 
cious, while the latter observes that this law is more oppressive than the Press 

ssed under the regimé of Lord Lytton and that Government have been unwise 
in framing it. | 

82. The Ahmedabad Times (90), in its issue of the 25th March, regrets 
that the Age of Consent Bill should have been passed into law within short time 
when Bills of lesser importance were passed after allowing a long time for 
ascertaining public opinion, and says :—It is a mistake to expect that all orthodox 
Natives will go against their scriptures and respect the law, and we are afraid 


that after some persons have been punished under the new law the peace of the 

country will be disturbed and serious consequences will ensue. Government 

have exercised their autocratic ger in framing the Act, but they must re- 
t 


member the proverb “ Pride goeth before destruction.“ [(The Satyavakia (121), 
in its issue of the 27th March, disapproves of the Age of Consent Act and does 
not expect any changes in the Act in order to prevent its abuse until something 
serious takes place as in 1858. } 


33. The Gujardts (©), in its issue of the 22nd March, writes :—The 
| rotected Age Bill has at last received the final approval 
Disapproval of the diare- of the Viceregal Council. The whole of Thureday’s 
dee ernment of the sitting was taken up with a discussion of the objections 
n e Age of Con- & ‘ 
sent Bill auggosted by various that have been urged st the measure. We are 
meetings of the people, sorry Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter could not attend 
the meeting owing to serious indisposition. The 
speeches of the learned mover as well as of the Viceroy concerned themselves 
mainly with Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter’s note. Though the telegraphic report 
of the proceedings is of a meagre character, it is clear that Sir Andrew Scoble 
as well as the Honourable Mr. Nugent spoke with a little more warmth than 
was manifested at the first sitting of the Council. Lord Lansdowne’s speech 
seems to have been marked by that — calmness and conciliatory . 
which characterised his firet memorable s . Only two modifications have 
been introduced by the Council, vis. that offences by husbands shall be tried by 
higher classes of Magistrates and investigated by superior Police officers. We 
do not think that the — . — some of the useful 
suggestions that were thrown out at various public meetings 
Surely there was nothing unsound in the proposal that an 
— should be introduced for 88 — 4 offences in 
existing marriage customs e country. un, 
wives themselves, it was thought that offending — 
more leniently than a rufſlan who ou a woman. In both these respects 
Popular opinion as reflected in the pportere as well as the 
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of the Bill has been summarily set aside. The Bill might prove 
ad letter, and we hope that it will beso. At the same time, it is that 
foreign Government not cared to make even innocent and reasonlabe 
cessions 9 ne opinion. The Viceroy has ised that the operation 
the Act will be vigilantly watched and that safeguar 
daced, if * hope such « contingency will not arise and that 
| ill ‘prove and beneficial in accordance with the anticipations 
ture. 
84. The Gujardit Mitra (84), in its issue of the 22nd March, writes :— 
of. the Tedien me = 11 of less than three „ 
* = remarks thereon, Factory Bill was passed simultaneously with the of 
nn | Consent Bill. It is a pity men like Messrs. lise and 
layed adverse feeling to a measure which is a compromise 
the manufacturers of England and India. We consider the 
new law to be the wisest course that could be adopted in the dual interests of 
Indian factory-owners and their operatives. 


85. The Kaiser-t-Hind (86), in its issue of the 22nd March, writes :—The 
Select Committee on the new Boilers Inspection Bill 

Remarks on the report of seems to have completed its report with commend- 
tise Select Committee on the able promptitude and good sense. It is satisfactory to 
new Boilers Inspection Bill. observe from the report that many of the amendments 
proposed by the Honourable Mr. Wadia have been 

adopted. That was a foregone conclusion. The Committee has however acted 
somewhat inconsistently by recognising the inexpediency of retaining in the 
Bill the provision ing the inspection of prime-movers and at the same time 


authorising the Inspector to examine it at his absolute discretion! It is very 
properly remarked that under the existing state of circumstances it is obvious 

the occasions for such application must be extremely rare, and should such 
occasions arise, it will be within the competence of the Government to provide 


for them by future legislation.” And yet in the face of this declaration a clause 


is tackled at the end which more than neutralises the efficacy of the admission 
made regarding the inutility of examining prime-movers. We can, therefore, 
rightly understand the Honourable Mr. Forrest’s objection, though its nature 
is not stated, as to the provision being accompanied by making it compulsory on 
owners to follow the Inspector’s advice. o is to be the arbiter to decide that 
that advice is sound and reasonable? Ifthe Government is anxious that its In- 
spector should, when needed, inspect engines and insist upon users of steam power 
taking his advice, it is morally bound, in justice to the latter, to appoint first class 
men in whose theoretical and practical knowledge of prime-movers reliance can be 
placed. Is the Government prepared to appoint such an officer? If not, there 
are only two courses left to which we beg to draw the attention of the Council, 
mule the attention of the three non-official members who are more or less 
conversant with the subject. Either the Council should insist on the new pro- 
vision being omitted at the second reading of the Bill or have it qualified by an 
appeal. is to gay, the Inapector shall not be allowed on his own pee dizi to 

t on changes being effected in the prime - movere, but that steam - users ao asked 
to make alterations, shall be entitled to submit the matter to an appellate Court of 
two r Engineers, one of whom should be a nominee of Government and 
the other of the N As the provision now stands, we are afraid, it is 
woree than useless, ble to be worked harshly, and sometimes, maliciously. 
The other amendments of a technical character may be said to be in the right 


direction, and we do not think eteam-users will take any objection to them. 
absurdi charac 


‘ 


i 


been considera ony 
o are aleo glad to observe that that H 
to convince the Honourable my | 
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is it to be wished that the same spirit of concession to educated and authorita- 
tive opinion which breathes throughout the passage would charactcrize the 
ings of our legislators in other pieces of legislation. So much for the 
‘forence between arm-chair and practical legislation. Our Wests and 
Pritchards are so viciously wedded, generally speaking, to their pet theories and 
fancies, that we publicists heave a sigh of pleasant relief when we find them 
subordinating their „ in legislation to matured practical opinions. Is 
it possible that with a Mr. Däntra in the Legislative Council we may expect 
from the self-opinionated and perverse Mr. Pritchard the same spirit of 
tolerance and ready acquiescence to his undoubted experience of the hardship 
and oppression arising from the operations of the A’bkéri Act, specially in 
reference to poor boy-cotted toddy ? But this is a digression. On the whole, 
we are rejoiced to see that the new Bill, when passed, will be every way a great 
improvement on the old, and the Govenment is to be congratulated on it on 
behalf of the disinterested public who is solicitous of the safety of all classes of 
people employed in factories, especially of those who are engaged on boilers. 


Part III. Education. 


35. The Broach Samdchar (96), in its issue of the 26th March, observes:— 
Students in High Schools are put to great incon- 

A complaint against fre- venience by frequent changes of the text-books. This 
1 Mr inconvenience is much felt on account of new books 
an to the Educational being prescribed on every occasion which means 
Department in the matter. expense. We would request the Educational Depart- 
ment to revive the old practice of teaching the same 


books for a number of years. 


36. The Native Opinion (16), in its issue of the 22nd March, writes :— 
; To those interested in the sacred cause of the education 
Primary education. and of our rising generations, it will indeed be a revelation 


buildings i l 
1 inthe Ratné- Ihen we tell them that the present arrangements for 


imparting a knowledge of the rudiments of educa- 

tion are quite inadequate and such as will never be tolerated even for a day in 
England or, for the matter of that, in any advanced country in Europe. What 
with the extremely meagre salary of the teachers or the disgraceful construction 
and arrangements of the school-houses, it is indeed a matter of astonishment to 
us how matters are allowed to remain as they are at present. It will indeed be 
perceived by anybody that the salary varying from Rs. 30 or 35 as the 
maximum down to Rs. 6 or 7 a month, is hardly sufficient to attract teachers 
competent enough to instil the nectre of knowledge into the minds of the 
children attending the schools in the most efficient manner. Their lot, now 
that the primary schools have been transferred to the Municipalities, is lament- 
able indeed, for in several places they do not receive, it is said, their paltry 
salaries every month ; for want of funds they often remain in arrears for months 
together. The school appliances too are not of the most approved pattern. 
But the cause of our complaint is the construction of the school-houses. In this 
connection, we for the present confine our remarks to the school buildings in 
the Ratndgiri District. A single visit to these schools will show that they 
are fitted not for the purpose for which they are built but for public meetings 
or lecture-halls or for court-houses. They are nothing but mere single halls 
ofthe size of the drawing rooms in the mansions of our wealthy persons 
and within such a hall is accommodated the whole school consisiting of the 
different classes for the different standards, four, five, or six. There is not only no 
separate room with pakka walls for each class, but the hall is not even parti- 
tioned with planks, canvass, or matting. We ask, under these circumstances, 
how is it possible for the teachers to concentrate their attention upon what they 
have to teach, or, still more, for the urchins to concentrate their attention upon 
What their teachers say. With all the classes in view of all teachers as well as 
pupils concentration on the part of either is in our opinion impossible. Besides 
o inevitable hubbub, there are serious causes for distraction. Here a teacher 
canes a boy; he cries and draws the attention of all towards him. There a 
teacher loudly gives vent to his wrath against any of his pupils, and all suddenly 
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turn towards him. It is needless to mention the thousand and one similar 
causes of distraction. Not only this, the teachers and pupils cannot properly — 
hear each other. To realize the whole disgraceful situation one has simply to gee. 
the school-building for himself. No wonder then our rising generations are 0 
imperfectly educated. The whole affair is nothing but a mockery, an unmitj. | 
gated sham, unworthy of a Government whose chief boast is to Civilise the — 
people of this backward country. 


Part IV.—Maunicipalities. 


37. The Kaiser-i-Hind (86), in its issue of the 22nd March, writes: — The 
local Government thanks to its hasty and malignant 

„ tae oo Resolution, the result of certain caprices of the Secre- 
criticised, = (‘(t;*S!*:”*#«Cfit—iss likely to experience very soon the moral of 
that scriptural adage which speaks of sowing the wind 

and reaping the whirlwind. That Resolution which rebuked in the strongest 
terms, apparently without any very careful inquiry into or verification of facts, 
the Poona Municipality for its so-called executive and financial vagaries, is 
certain to give it a bad half hour and discredit those who misled His Excellency 
into promulgating it. We were one of the very few who viewed with suspicion 
from the first the terrible indictment hurled against the Poona Municipality. 
In this instance, the Government counted without its host. It was not aware that 
there were in that body certain sturdy spirits, Mr. Chiplunkar specially, who 
would pulverise that Resolution and expose its authors as the disseminators of 
reckless and unjustifiable statements. We do not deny that the Poona local self- 
governing body has its failings. But the failings are more the result of the 
Officiousness of Government than of any laches or negligence on its part. In 
fact, the Municipality hasa head above its shoulders, and knows how to discharge 
the trust reposed in it. It has been uniformly alive to its responsibilities and 
has striven its utmost, within the four corners of the Act and the rules and 
regulations framed under it, to realise them. Such a body is most unlikely to 
err egregiously and act perfunctorily as its official accusers have tried to make 
the ignorant public believe. The non-official President, no other than 
Mr. Dorabji Padamji, is universally well-known not only for his strict 
integrity but for his great administrative and business capacity. Poona city 
could not have a better President than him. He is not one who would be so rash 
and negligent as to allow any lapses, administrative or financial. Poona has the 
greatest confidence in him and he commands the highest respect. The Municipa- 
lity could hardly be expected to go astray under his Presidentship. So that we are 
not surprised if he has now prepared its defence which is certain to over- 
whelm its accusers. The attack was the wind which the malignant Secretariat 
witches sowed with a light heart. The defence is the whirlwind which they 
must be prepared to reap justly and deservedly. Let the Municipality once for 
all make a strenuous — from within its impregnable “ quadrilateral.” 
Let it fear not. Neither let it tremble lest it should incur the wrath of the 
men in brief authority at head-quarters. If it has truth on its side, it must 


eventually put itself right in the eyes of all honest men. For truth must 
triumph at last and confound its enemies. 


G. M. SA THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
3let March 1891. 
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(CONFIDENTIAL. } 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BERA’‘R, FOR THE 
WEEK ENDING 28rx MARCH 1891. 


List of Newspapers published in Berdr. 


Names of Newspapers. Pleee of publication. Edition. of copies 


AneLo-MarRa’ THI. 


1 | The Pramod Sindhu ... 1 ...| Umrawati (Amraoti).] Weekl7 800 
2 „ Vaidarbhh. ve 5 . Akola... „ „l 
3 „ Varhäd (Berär) Samachar „% Nt „ ia: ae 


Mara THI. 


4 | The Shetakari ... 6. „„ Umréwati (Amrdoti)..| Monthly. 400 
5 [„ Shuddha Varhédi.,. ... ..., Akola... . Weekly ...| 350 
6 [„ Suryakänt vn ..| Ellichpur „ Ä » 


The Berar Samachar (3), in its issue of the 28rd March, writes: — The 
i Age of Consent Bill has almost disappointed both the 

4. — ot a ies. The Select Committee with the exception of 
of Consent Bill. 8e Fir R. C. Mitter has treated them with scant courtesy. 
Every suggestion intended to disarm the Bill of its 

objectionable parts has been lost sight of. With scrupulous anxiety the Committee 
records its concurrence with the remarks of the advocates of the Bill, but it has 
religiously avoided to alter the text of the Bill as far as possible. To set the 
matters right it has added two amendments which transfer a responsible trust to the 
hands of the Europeans. The District Magistrates only are empowered to sit in 
judgment over cases of rape between husband and wife. The Magistrate has 
the power to sanction an inquiry through Police officers of higher grades. These 
two amendments have virtually disqualified the Natives to try such cases. Thus 
the European force and law has secured perfect influence over some topics of 
social activity. It is no new fact that the Legislative Council is not in touch 
with the general opinion. Nor does it intend to make a good move as chalked 
out by reformers who ran to governmental aid to improve their homes. The 
anomaly of rape between husband and wife is preserved in its entirety. The 
suggestion to make the guilt of early cohabitation a separate offence has been 
ed. The old law in its advanced stage has not altered in regard to 
P ent. In extending the 4 roteotion from unmarried girls to married 
ones the Government has ruined the child-wives in fits of philanthropy. Allow- 
ing married couples to continue to live in the tempting sphere of early union 
ture cohabitation the Government has ordered abstinence under the 

ty of life-long separation coupled with hard labour and 1 of 
Us separated young wives will have to pay 14 at the social 
altar and die the death of helpless wretches if they t no suicide, The 
Cause of humanity has thus sacrificed in the mad fury of ultra- - 
thropists. We would not digress to point out the glaring defects 


the 
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Ae r 
families from malicious and mischievous 2 
— ai the tribunals of ls of highs 
But we must confess that we are not pily from, su md nm 
circumstances of an nature. the high officers who are to 
administer justice in raat ee life and manners 


— Boge cent. a aan tte, at tues tal te 
seal the triumph of uncalled-for and gratuitous prosecutions. 


G. M. SATHE, 
Reporter on the Native Press 


Wess Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
Slet March 1891. 
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REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 


For the Week ending 4th April 1891. 


List of Newspapers and Periodica ls 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. 


ENGLISH. 


The Bombay East Indian... «.  ...| Bombay „„ weet WOCKLY axe 
„ Indian 8 — = ee ee oon Do. 
99 Kathidw Times eee ees eee Rajkot 


one . Dail ee * 300 
Mahritta .. “= wl le) (a et ee oe a 
„ Pheonix ... .| Karachi “me = * 410 
‘ Quarterly Journal ‘of the Poona Sirva- 
janik Sabha eee eee .| Poona... eee eee . eee 
„ Sind Times a oe ee „ . — d ove 250 


ANGLo-ManriTHI. 
The Amba Lahari eee eee eee 


JJ us me ae eg 
10 99 Din Bandhu eee eee eee eee Bombay eee ee. 


“37 Qa to 
2 


11 99 a Chakshu eee eee eee 
12 9 8 eee eee eee 0 eee eee 
13 99 Dnydn Prakash . eee eee see Poona eee eee 
14 9 eee 90 ee ee 
15 Jagad-hitechchhu eee . eee eee ee 
16 | , Native Opinion . Bombay a ae 


17 » Prabhäk ar jaa ose 
+ 18 99 
ae 
20 70 


wae eee ee Week] eee ee 

eee eee ee = eee ee 500 

eee eee eee 0 eee ee 15 

eee ee8 eee a eee eee Bhs 

ee8@ eee ee ee eee 110 
27 1 eee + ees Do. ee eee ee 
28 57 eee eee eee Do, eee ee 400 
= ” eee eee 98 A eee ** 
413 5 | Weekly . 150 
Rig — Vett a ae i a 
33 99 — ee eee eee eee eee Do, eee eee 336 
84 ” Hinds Punch eee eee eee eee Do. Ty) eee 300 
— 10 4. eee eee eee eee 2 eee eee * 
87 „ een ie r 
88 99 J eee eee eee Do, eee eee 809 
39 ” eee 89% ees Do. eee eee 150 
40 + eee eee ees Do, eee eee 250 
4) * 800 eee ees Do, 208 eee 995 
42 ” eee oes Do, eee ees 1,000 
43 90 eee eee Do, ee eee 4,300 
9 ” eee ees be 9 eee iS 
«| * ae oe or 


Names of Newspapers. 


MarA‘’tH1—continued. 
The Mahdrdshtra Vritt as 


Nydyé Sindhz _.., 

* hari Mitra 
Poona Vaibhav ... 
Prabodh Chandrika 
Prabodh Ratna ... ise 
Pune Särvajanik Sabhechen Mäsik 

Pustak or pie ee 


Satyé Shodhak ... 

Saty’ Sadan... ‘ie 
Sholäpur Samachér ___... 
Shri Shivaji , 
Shubh Sucha 1 
Sudhäkar as wie 


Sumant and Satya Sudha 
Suryodaya... . ° 
Vanapriya... ... 
Vengurla Vritt ... 
Vidushak ... ae 
Vidya Vilds 

Vij J * — 
Vividh Dny4n Vistär 
Vrittadhära 
Vrittasfér ... 

Vritt Sudha 
Vydpérottejak 


AneLo-Gusara'Tl. 


The Din Mani ... ave 

„ Dnydn Sudha 
Gujarat Darpan ... 
Gujarati = vee 
Gujarat Mitra 
Hitechchhu 
Kaiser-i-Hind 
Rast Goftar 
Surat Akhbér 
Sury& Prakash 


GuyaRa’Tl. 


The Ahmedabad Times 

» Ajab “we ase 

„ Akhbäre Soda 

„ A'ryä Dharm lch 

„ Bombay Samächär 

„ Broach Mitra... 

„ Broach Samächär 

„ Buddhi PrakAsh ... 

» Chénak os. 

„ Deshi Mitra 

» Dnydn Vardhak 

ba ee ‘aa a 

” AP SAP ass 

» Gorakshak 

» Gul Afehän 

» Hindi Punch 

„ Hindusthdn 

* J Ame Jamahed eee II 
Kaira Khetiwddi Patra .., 
Kaira Vartamdn eae 
Kade Mumbai 
Kithidwdr Nimes 
Kelavni eee 268 
Madhur Vachan ..., 
Nure Elam 


Sy 
a Ma 
Rajyabhakta 


„ Broach... 0 
..| Ahmedabad ... 
Surat. 
Bombay 
„Surat ‘ia 
..| Ahmedabad ... 
Bombay 


Do. 


a Sura 


Do. 


.«o| Ahmedabad 


Do 


. Ahmedabad 


"| Fortnight! 
eee phe ’ 
.| Weekly .. 


ly 


er 
Do. eee 
1 
[a 

Do. ee@ 


„Weekly .. 
...| Monthly ... 
R was 
Monthly... 
ee Dail eee 


8 SESE 


S 


af 8 


S888 


1 | Names of Newspapers, = Place of Publication. Edition. — 
GusaRna'tiI—continued. 
120 The Satyil Mitra eee eee eee eee aed 900 
121 99 Satyavakta eee eee eee eee * 1,500 
1 2 27 eee eee eee ee eee 12 
— i Shrimäli Shubhechchhak * ee nes "300 
125 „ Sneha Sindhu ... ane ose oe * 160 
126 „ Stri Bodh... ... eee de 588 
127 „ tri Mitra 955 ove coe ad ae 697 
128 „ Svadesh Bandhu... ... 500 a 200 
129 99 Svadesh Vatsal eee eee * . eee 300 
130 » Udichya Hitechchhu Patra sis Pe Re 550 
131 [„ Vidnyén Vilés... — sé 825 
132 | ,, Vidya Kalpalatika „ „ ‘ 1,000 
133 9 Vidya Mitra eee eee eee * ee 450 


ANGLO-Ka'NARESE. 


134 |The Kannada Suvarte... ... 4... «| Bombay „ ͤ „ 


Ka'NARESE. 


The Chandroday& ia 4 ove ees 4 ane — ia pe — 


136 77 Karnätak Patra eee eee ece eee Do. eee cece eee eee eee 0 
% ũ ])]... ee ee 190 
198 | „ „„ 6ö˙ Ru. 7 800 
139 | „ Satya Vritt •11 ee oe U 250: 
MaRa’THI AND Ka’ NARESE. 
140 The Shri Siddheshvar eee eee eee Bdgalkot eee mae Week ly eee wits 
Hinpl. 
141 |The Bhératé Bhréta a. | Rowdh... .. . Tortnightly 367 
142 „ Brähma Patrika... va i „ POODA .. ae „ Weekly Sd 100 
„ Ratnaprakäsh Ratlam ... es ee 0 


AxeLo-Unpou. 
The Mahomedan Heralltl 600 . jue * 600 300 
Undo. 


The Akhbäre Ratan Prakäsh Ratlam 


146 „ Oharkhéri Akhbér ... . . Rewéh... .... |..| Fortnightly... 21 

ee Ee ll 270 

148 „ Eh-ti-shamul Akhbär Jhowra ... _...| Jhowra ‘in n 64 
%% Goeller d. ⅛ . ol bas r 850 

150 „ vouhar ... 1 ina “a Bombay mr ee ge . a 

161 „ Kushful Akhbar... 5 3 „ 15 5 200 

PERSIAN. | | 
152 | The Iklil V.. f.. 100 


ExdLien, MARA “TRI AND HIxpi. 
189 |The Nate 0° as “me ee ee 5 a 1,075 
ENGLISH, MaRa'THI AND GusaRa’'TI. 


154 | The Baroda Vatsal 600 i vs] Baroda io oe eee cn sei 900 


| SINDI. | 
155 | The Mäawin - i-Majma · i- Mahammadi „Karachi „„ 360 
186 32 Muin-ul-Lalam eee eee eee ees Do. eee eee Do, eee een 290 
157 | 73 Sind Sudhär eee eee eee eee Do, eee eee Do. eee wee 650 
ANGLO- PORTUGUESE. 
158 0 Anglo - Lusitano aes ees eee eee Bombay eee eee Weekly eee eee 1,500 
159 O Portugues Britannico FT 6 ay ae wes 
160 The Horas Vagas eee vee eee eee Do. eee eee Do. eee eee 600 


— — Vd —-—-— 


Notes. — A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 
which are printed in italics, 


N. The names of Newspapers are printed in the body of the Report in italics, and the number of the News- 
paper in the above list is printed in brackets after the name, 


©, The ayatem of spelling vernacular words followed by the Re ie the same as that adopted in the 
Olficial Spelling Liat of the Bombay — yng One peculiar feature of this system is that when the long a (A. 
or d) ia the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short à (A in gun) ia, to prevent on, 
wen d n I. re . to be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronun a word, asin Aruncdayea or wa Mitra, it is printed 
with amark over it to indicate that it ia ahort, thus—d. 


* 
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5 
Part I.— Politics and the Public Administration. 


pers at home 
on account 
th, asked to be relieved of his 

hdr (94), in its issue of the 31st March, 
says :—The public would not be sorry to see His Excel- 
lency resign office so soon after its assumption because a gen 
ip’s administration shows that the policy pursued by hi 
factory to the public; on the other , some of his acts have caused positive 
dissatisfaction. His Excellency has incurred odium by carrying out in toto the 
unpo measures initiated by Lord Dufferin. The failure of an attempt to 

discredit the confidential memorandum of the Foreign Office shewing desi 
for the occupation of Gilgit by British troops which was seo rage by a native 
newspaper, the enactment of a law making penal the publication of Government 
— without the previous sanction of Government which curtails the liberty 
of the press, the continuance of the Burmah expedition, the advancement of the 
so-called defence works on the Afghan frontier, the annual increase in the 
military expenses of the country, refusal to reduce the duty on salt,—all 
these measures of his administration are condemnatory of his government. A 
few good acts have been performed by His Lordship but they are not sufii- 
ciently important to induce the public to forget the evil measures noted above 

and to regret his reported intention of resigning the Viceregal office. 


2. The Indu Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 30th March, writes :— 
With the military expenditure on the increase, the 
difficulties of exchange staring in the face, a consi- 
derable falling off in the e receipts from Rail- 
ways, a tremendous decrease in the revenue from opium, and an increase 
in civil expenditure due to the census operations and to the restoration 
of the Famine grant to its original amount of a kror and a half, the Finance 
Minister finds it no easy task to make the twoends meet, and is unable to pro- 
pose any remission of taxation. This is a pity. The Financial Statement for 
this year would, we hoped, appreciably relax the high-pressure system of taxa- 
tion, which at present obtains in this country, but we have been cruelly dis- 
appointed. We must, however, make the best of small mercies and congratulate 
ourselves on the fact that an era of surpluses has begun, which, itis to be hoped, 
will continue long and enable Government to place their system of taxation on 
a better and more equitable footing. We need only note in conclusion that the 
surpluses of the last two years have rendered material help since it has not been 
necessary to raise any loan in India in 1890-91, and none is likely to be required 
in 1891-92. No pledge is, however, given that the Government will not borrow 
in India during the year. On the whole, the Financial Statement is not discourag- 
ing, and let us not be gloomy over it. Such as it is, we welcome it and feel 
grateful that we have no deficit to moan over, nor the prospect of fresh taxation 
to complain of. 


3. While writing on the same subject, the Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 
29th March, observes :—We really see no reason why military expenditure 
should keep on increasing except that the British rulers of India are ming 
more and more unpopular. There is distrust inside and outside, and the 
work of forcing contentment 2 the people as also that of oreating a neutral 
zone round about is vigorously pushed on. This work requires money and 
Government think it their duty to spend it profusely. But it is exactly in 
this respect that statesmanship fails. Lord Ripon could reduce military 
expenditure because he could deepen the feeling of loyalty entertained by the 
le and was prepared to depend upon it. We are sure if His Excellency 

ri Lansdowne does not create a disastrous famine just as Lord Lytton 
had to face, he will surely leave one in store for his successor. We say create 
a famine purposely, because we know we never suffer from a famine of water 
and grain or grass, but we suffer from a want of the means to buy them with, 
and it is Governors of the Lytton School that are experts in these matters. 
Except the portion treating of military expenditure the budget statement is dry 
teading, and we see no necessity for criti it. 
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Remarks on the Indian 
Budget for 1891-92. 


ate te rial addressed 


ve tribe Government of of the | 
ndia to the memorial of the India, pra for a 
six th Kur . 1 0 & 11 almost unanswerable a document 
gress for a remission a t we expected it to receive more satisfactory treat 
ome ey ment at the hands of His Excellency Lord wah 
Government than their Secretary, Mr. Finlay, has heen pleased to give it. One of 
the principal grounds on which the demand for doing away with the extra eight 
. is based is that Government distinctly pl themselves in 1888 to remove 
this obnoxious tax immediately after the financial position of the country had 
improved. The explicit utterances of Lord erin and the Honourable 
Mr. Westland to the effect that Government resorted to additional taxation on an 
absolute necessity of life under peculiarly special circumstances, leave no justi. 
fication whatever for the continuance of this harassing tax, when the condition 
of the finances has materially improved since the salt duty was enhanced. The 
memorial well points out how consumption has since decreased to less than 
10 lbs. per head per annum, while in Europe the average rate of consumption stands 
at 26 lbs. It aloo non the — 1 * 3 consumption on 
cattle necessary for agricultural operations on which the prosperity of the land 
revenue, the backbone of Indian finance, depends. One 2 to read 
the preposterous argument advanced by the Government of India as an answer 
to the statement made in the memorial that exchange at the lowest may be 
expected to maintain itself at le. 5d. “ Recent quotations, however, show a fall 
in exchange,“ says the Secretary to the Government of India, and the daily 
quotations have been in the last fortnight more than once below the limit of 
ie. 5d. at which you expect it to be maintained.” We certainly expected 
better financial talent at the head-quarters of the Supreme Government than 
is found in this line of argument. Surely Mr. Finlay ought to understand 
that because in the last fortnight’? quotations have been more than once 
below the limit of le. 5d., it cannot be inferred by any known logical process 
or law of fluctuations in exchange that this limit is erroneously fixed. Asa 
matter of fact even Sir David Barbour himself takes exchange at the rate 
of ls. 54d. Is it not absurd then that the Supreme Government should have 
told the President of the Congress that his forecast was erroneous, simply 
because it was not in accordance with the indications of a single fortnight? 
We strongly protest against such a perfunctory and preposterous method of 
dealing with a public memorial from a weighty and influential body like the 
Indian National Congress. It is not by arguments like these that the public 
will ever be induced to ignore the distressing facts that were recently brought to 
the notice of the Madras Government and the hardships suffered by poor and 
destitute people in the country. At Arni it was pointed out that aven well-to-do 
rayats found it difficult to SUPP their farm servants with the salt they needed 
for their daily food. At Vellore also the same doleful cry was raised. Lord 
Wenlock could of course do nothing for them. But the Supreme Government 
ought not to support the continuance of the enhanced salt duty on absurd 
grounds and further exasperate people who are already dissatisfied with an 
Obnoxious method of filling up an Exchequer, drained away in the interests of 
a ruinous foreign policy. In course of the discussion on the Protected Age Bill 
we have had liberal professions of justice and humanity showered upon the 
country, and if Government desire to escape from a charge of hypocrisy, they 
ought to seize the earliest opportunity of abolishing a tax which is as unjust as 
it 1s oppressive to the destitute millions of India. 


8. In alluding to the correspondence published in &. James's Gazette with 

An attempt to re-open the 8 N me ae _ ar 0 07 in 

} r. Ora a pension, the Jdme Jame „in 

Crawford Case, depp wwe itz issue of the ard April, aays:— Several English 
os say that Mr. Crawford was not at fault in the least, and if anything did 
ppen, it was the corrupt Natives employed under him who received bribes in 


his name. It is easy to A such a defence, but the native public will 


not accept it. It proved that Mr. Crawford freely received bribes, 
and hence it is necessary that an attempt to secure a pension to him should be 


strongly protested against. The native public expects that Lord Lansdowne and: 
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Harris bei: uainted with the Crawford Case they will be pleased to 
lnk Bart bg 
6. The Kaieer-i-Hind (86), in its issue of the 29th March, writes :— Yet 
another sinecure appointment! This time it is a brand 
Disapproval of the creation new creation in the interests of British Indian politics 
of the post and literature. Not satisfied with two scores of Direc- 
— tors-General of every kind and degree, they are having 
a Director of Records! What his uties will be it is not difficult to 
. But why on earth the mere sifting and compilation of State 
records should require an additional burden on t * cog tax-payer? Is it in 
order that the incumbent may manufacture “ ** what contem 
history should be—that is to say—what contemporary records he sh keep 
and what reject for 4 of the future historian as may best suit the policy 
of the masters of India for the time being at Calcutta ? India going to have 
a true or semitrue official narrative? That is the question. As the administra- 
tion has been carried on, we have the gravest doubts about the authenticity of 
many an Official report as given in blue-books and parliamentary papers. Look, 
for instance, at the history of 30 years of the moral and material condition of 
the country issued by the India Office last eed Is it an absolutely impartial 
narrative? Or is it that the history of the India of the Queen has been greatly 
falsified ? Let the manufacturer of that blue-book conscientiously answer the 
question. Meanwhile, we cannot refrain from observing that we view the new 
office with greatest suspicion, calculated as it is to pervert the judgment of 
history. Financially, this post will be an additional burden. Has the Govern- 
ment of India forgotten its re Resolution of five years ago . 
economy and retrenchment ? t did it say to the Finance Committee whi 
was appointed as a roving Commission to inquire into the great spending 
departments of each province? Is it nota fact that one of the orders was to 
cut down all sinecure offices? Why is it then creating such an useless appoint- 
ment as that of the Director of Records? Is it a reward for Mr. Forrest’s 
humdrum history of Warren Hastings? He may bea persona grata to the 
Government of India for whitewashing the sins of omission and commission of 
that great Governor-General; and His Excellency Lords Lansdowne and Cross 
are at liberty, being the irresponsible masters of the uncontrolled Indian trea- 
sury, to perpetrate a job by finding out a birth for the whitewasher of Hastings. 
But the public cannot view with equanimity such a job. Government cannot 
afford to remit the duty on salt, but it seems it can well afford to run up the 
civil and military expenditure of the empire under one pretence or another | 
At this rate, they may as well have a Director-General of paste-board and 
scissors, of brooms and matches, and so forth. We say nothing of the merits 
of the new incumbent. Bombay knows them too well, though it may suit a 
contemporary to blow his trumpet, aye, put him on the same pedestal with the 
brilliant Macaulay. But in the name of the tax-payers we must emphatically 
protest against this latest job in the sinecure line. 


7. The Jdme Jamshed (107), in its issue of 4th April, says:—When 
Professor Forrest was employed in the Elphinstone 
4 protest against the College the students did not appreciate in the least 


sprointmentof Mr. Forrest us the instruction given by him. The public has a right 
ga of Records at Cal. t ask what need was there for his being sent to Cal- 


cutta to open an expensive department. It is said 

that Mr. Forrest’s attempt to prove from.the Bombay Government records that 
Warren Hastings was not guilty of the accusations brought against him had 
much pleased the authorities who have rewarded him with a post of the annual 
value of Rs, 20,000. It is also said that this appointment is a job. The 
Anglo-Indian papers do not raise their voice against this appointment because 
& countryman of theirs has been benefited. The native press, however, ought to 
Protest against this sinecure. | 
8. The Dnydnodaya (12), in its issue of the 2nd April, writes :—Amongst 
the many Reform Bills that are tly needed we 

Reform Bille recommended would suggest a few, which deserve immediate atten- 
ber India, tion, even though we are not sanguine enough to 
believe that they will receive it. A Bill is wanted 
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at 
{ELA 
a 


its people, it is rob 1 


the r as a criminal. A Bill is wanted to deal 
opium. To close all shops where it is sold, and 

In short, a Bill is wanted to condemn as iniq 
demoralizes mankind, and defaces the divine image 

originally stamped upon man. If in opposition to this we are met with 
assertion that ernment needs the revenue, we have but to reply that the 
revenue raised from the demoralization of the people is an unholy revenue, a 
idal to its best interests. Nor is 


* 


by 
E 


ing their y 

the protection and im, Ha of the women of India. The social laws 
customs of Hindu society are framed in the interests of men, and to the thral- 
dom and unhappiness of women, and the Government of India must not forget 
that one-half its subjects are women. Impartiality must compel it in time to 
ive more heed to this important half of the Indian people. One of the first 
ws needed is against bigamy. Of course the mere suggestion of such a Bill 
would raise a great hue and cry, that the Hindu religion was being interfered 
with, but we must always expect that. No matter how barbarous or inhuman 
any Indian custom may be there are plenty of texts that can be found in the 
shastrds to uphold it, and give plausibility to the cry. Bigamy could not be 
— 2 without a cry from the men, but the women would hail it with delight. 
So we would like to see some law that would discourage the sale of girls 80 
common in many castes, as though they were so many heads of cattle to be sold 
to the highest bidder. What can be more unjust than marriage without consent, 
and influenced on the part of guardians by money considerations? The of 
Consent Bill just passed is in its way, and is to be thankfully received, but 
it does not go far enough. hibition of marriage below the age of 16 is the 
very least that the Government of India should do for the women of this country. 
The widows, of whose miseries we hear much, and would hear more if it were 
not for the oppression that keeps them dumb, need a little more attention than 
they have thus far received. Hindu sentiment allows a man to remarry as often 
as he pleases, but brands a widow with shame who marries again, even though 
she may have been widowed in merest childhood, and never known the happiness 
of a married life. For her protection a law is needed. Unwilling mutilation of 
her person should be severely punished, and that unjust law which deprivesa 
woman of her property inherited from her deceased husband if she marries again 
should be effaced. A custom prevails here and there of parents marrying their 
daughters to the idol Khandoba, and compelling them to live thereafter as prosti- 
tutes in his - + Such iniquity deserves the severest punishment that can justly 
be inflicted. We cannot but think it a disgrace to the English Government that 
it allows such abominations to go on openly without punishment. What if such 
iniquities are done in the name of religion, they do not the less deserve punish- 
ment, nor are the innocent little girls on that account to fail of being rescued 
from a life against whose sin and shame they are too young and ignorant to 
rotest. At every mela in honour of Khandoba these iniquitous scenes are to 
witnessed, of parents off their daughters to this vile god, and our pater 
nal Government sees it all without lifting a hand to deliver these poor little 
ones. We trust this indifference of Government and people is not always to go 
on! The money-lenders of India can, no doubt, evs a * plausible excuse for 
the exhorbitant rate of interest at which they lend money, but there is no doubt 
that they have too great liberty allowed them of oppression and extortion, and 
they know how to use their powers. This class needs the attention of our legis 
latures. Were their customers their equals in intelligence both might be left to 
settle their own rights, but their customers are often of the most ignorant classes 


are powerless in their hands. The weakness of these illiterate classes is a 
or Ar high rate of interest and the extortionate methods 
money - lenders 


adopt of squeezing the very last pice from these hel 
and robbing them of their lan as te a II 
the reforms that need entrance into the social life of 


e = If the peo 
ask for them themselves, so much the better, but whether reforms are asked for 
or not, it is the duty of Government to take them in hand and secure justice, 
protection and ual rights to all its subjects, male or female, and rid the 
wer of all those social evils that are wor 
the people. In touching social customs the cry 
religion tn er must always be expected, but it should not hinder legislation 
from the removal of what is unjust or immoral. It should be taken for granted 
that the best religious feeling will always be on the side of righteous legislation. 


9. The Sind —s * in its 3 of 1419 1 March, writes :— 
ists of persons authori y Government to ca 

Ang and ite arms are, annually, published in the Sind Officiat 
— Gazette. On perusing these lists, we find that in 
every district of this province, the number of persons so exem from the 
operations of the Act is but limited. We also find that the majority of the 
persons enjoying the above privilege belongs more to the rural than to the 
urban population. The Indian Arms Act forms one of the subjects discussed 
by the National Congress. At its first two meetings, the Congress resolved that 
Government should be asked to repeal the Act. But as this resolution was not 
carried unanimously, it was abandoned, and at subsequent sittings it was held 
that the law is too strict and requires to be modified and that more persons 
should be authorised to carry arms. In our opinion, although it is not advisable 
that the restrictions, imposed by the Act, should be altogether withdrawn, it is 
but right that the civilized, educated, honest and respectable inhabitants of the 
towns should not be prohibited from carrying arms. 


10. The Prajdmat (117), in its issue of the 28th March, has heard that 
138 me an Assistant Collector when encamped near a ,village 
Assistant Collecto > ddetains females going to fetch water from public wells 
for the purpose of taking their ‘photos, and keep 
those in arrest who refuse to be detained. The females of a certain village, adds 
the paper, are so much terrified that so long as this officer’s camp is at their 
village they do not stir out of doors, and much inconvenience is thereby caused. 
ae Praj — requests Government to find out this officer and take severe notice 
of his conduct. 


11. A correspondent of the Prajdmat (117), in its issue of the 21st March, 

: observes :—Hospital Assistant Bhau, in medical charge 

Ho, complaint against the of the Réipur dispensary, Ahmedabad, declines to 

ospital Assistant in charge . f th 

of the Raipur Dispensary, treat persons who are residents of other parts of the 

Ahmedabad. city than Raipur where there are dispensaries, as also 

those who happen to request him to change the pre- 

scription on account of its failing to produce the desired effect. He makes his 

subordinates to do his household work during the dispensary hours, and some of 

them have left the service through disgust. The Hospital Assistant allows his 

friends and strangers to come and sit near him while attending to the patients who, 

8 the females, feel considerable reserve in describing their ailments 
O him. 


for the 
of 


Pant II. Legislation. 


12. Poona Vaibhav (54), in ite issue of the 29th March, observes ; —What 

T regard our paternal Government has for public opinion 

Msi ag of the Age of is Clear from the fact that it has not adopted the sug- 
in and adverse 

comments on it. stions of even the supporters of the Age of Consent 

Bill. This disregard, it must be said, is tantamount 

to a declaration that the British govern India by the sword and do not care for 

public opinion, The people should now shake off their drowsiness and bear in 

mind that high Government officers, being true to their salt, will always v. 

cers 


the cause of Government, their masters, and mislead the people. These o 
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only as 
and that they dislike and hate a who 
h he be one of their own race like Béjirdo. 
essness to public opinion and interfered with the 
great Shivaji appeared on the scene. Similarly, when Bé 


to outrage the modesty of ladies in public, the people well. 

the English as their deliverers, but if the latter take to the same course the 
Hindu god Vishnu will soon assume a fresh incarnation and the 
preference to dacoits like Um4ji R4émoshi, Tantya Bhil and 
over the British Government. It is unwise to infer from the stillness of the ocean 
for a time that it will always remain so. Government should, therefore, even now 
reconsider their situation and give up meddling with things which do not concern 
them. It is idle to believe that the Government which has harassed the 
by increasing the duty on salt, imposing an income-tax and passing legislative 
measures like the Forest, Abkäri and Arms Acts, has passed the Age of Consent 
Bill in the interests of the people, who have now become aware of the real 
character of Government and lost all faith in the selfish reformers. 


18. The Arwnodaya (21), in its issue of the 29th March, publishes 3 
cartoon in connection with the Age of Consent Act in 

Go Cartoon on. the attitude of Which India is represented as being about to be blown 
Age of Consent in off from the mouth of a gun by His Excellency Lord 
Lansdowne who is represented as trampling down the 

Be and other public opinion and having one of his shoes borne on his head 


by the Honourable Mr. Justice Telang as a mark of gratefulness for passing the 
Age of Consent Bill. 


14. The Mahrdtia (4), in its issue of the 29th March, writes :—The Honour- 
able Mover of the Age of Consent Bill, which has 
ome a Hie 22 the now become law, declared that if he were a Hindu, 


bet A — ie , Andrew he would prefer to be wrong with Dr. Bhandarkar, 
coble e Or p z : . 
8 * L Mr. Justice Telang, and Diwan Bahädur Raghunäth 


réo than be right with Pandit Tarkachud4mani and 
Mr. Tilak. This is a very high compliment to the former batch of gentlemen 
which they will fully appreciate. . But, unfortunately for India, the majority of 
the Hindus are not as enlightened as Sir Andrew Scoble. Whenthat consum- 
mation will be reached, there will be, happily, no occasion for reform by law. 
The Viceroy, also, publicly thanked all the supporters of the Bill throughout the 
country. This is, to say the least, a highly novel procedure. We do not re- 
member the Legislature having ever gone out of its way to express its obligations 
to those who may have supported any particular measure introduced by any 
individual member. We were up to this time under the delusion, as it now turns 
out, that the Legislature maintains and is bound to maintain a perfectly impartial 
ition between the opposite views that people may take of any measure intro- 
uced by any member. But now we are undeceived. Whenever, in future, any 
measure is introduced, those who are desirous of winning the public applause of 
the Legislature through its honoured President,—a very laudable desire, we need 
not observe,—may support the measure through thick and thin. 


15. The Kesaré (48), in its issue of the 3lst March, says that a large 


public meeting was held at Poona on the 29th idem 
bo mee meoting at Fooné under the presidency of Mr. Vishnu Shémji 
r N ge ot alias Bandu Nana Ränade which was attended b 

about 10,000 people, Hindus and Mahomedans, 

in which a memorial to Parliament 1 against the Age of Consent 
Act was read and adopted. Mr. Nimjoshi, says the paper, in opening the proceed- 
ings of the meeting pointed out the necessity for transferring the agitation to 
England, and was f ne Mr. Tilak who criticized the s es made in the 
Viceregal Legislative Council at the time of passing the Bill and showed that 
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Her Majesty the Queen's Proclamation was misin and 
was more through false notions of of ment 

4 calm and judicious consideration of the subject. Mr. Jinsiwdle, Réo Séheb 
Rémnéréyan Amerchand avd Moulvi Mahomed also addressed the — 
A fund was started to meet the ex of setting up the agitation in England 
order to get the Act repealed and 1,200 were su ed Bom The 
proceedings were brought to a close after the appointment of a Sub-Committee 
and a Treasurer, and passing the usual vote of thanks to the Chairman. The 
Kesari, in conclusion, observes that the people of Poona have done their duty in 
this matter and hopes that other people will follow suit and try their utmost to 
prevent the foreign Government from interfering in their social matters. 


16. The Dnydn Prakdesh (18), in its issue of the 2nd April, writes :—The 
public meeting held here on Sunday last in the open ground to the north of the 
old Shanwär Wada under the chairmanship of one of the most orthodox gentle- 
man in the city (Mr. Vishnu Shy4mji alias Bandu Nana Rénade) to memorialize 
the British Parliament to disallow the Age of Consent Act was in our opinion 
as ill-advised as, if not more ill-advised than, the public ing held on 
the Ist September 1889 at the Khabutarkhäna under the distinguished vhair- 
manship of the Honourable Rao Bahädur Krishnäji Lakshman Nulkar, C. I. E., 
to memorialize the Government of India to uphold in its entirety the Bombay 
Government’s ill-advised and as it has turned out to be ill guarantee to 
the Mämlatdär witnesses in the Crawford case. So far as the Bombay Presi- 
dency is concerned, there was, as we understand the situation, no valid reason 
for any one to assume any particularly hostile attitude towards the legislative 
measure. And we further believe that we correctly interpret the general sense 
when we say that but for the unfortunate controversy started by the Honour- 
able Mr. Justice K. T. Telang, C. I. E., and Dr. Rémkrishna Gopal Bhandarkar, 
C. IE., it was not at all unlikely that the subject in question would not have 
called forth so much opposition in this part of the country as it has done, 
doubtless in consequence of considerable misapprehension on the subject and 
also in consequence of a belief, howsoever ill-founded, that the proposed measure, 
even though it might be quite harmless in its practical results, was the thin 
end of the wedge. Be that as it may, we are inclined to think that it would 
be an extremely short-sighted policy to continue the agitation any further even 
in this country, to say nothing whatever of the desirability or otnerwise of 
transferring the scene of agitation from India to England. Now that the law 
has been passed, it would, in our opinion, be a graceful act on the part of our 
countrymen, including even the bitterest opponents of the new measure, to 
submit to the new law and to render its enforcement unnecessary, and we are 
inclined to advise in the way we have done, especially because we see no chance 
whatever of any agitation in England being in any sense successful. We 
have even grave doubts if any Member of Parliament of established réputation 
could be prevailed upon to submit to Parliament petition of the character 
adopted on Sunday last. If the promoters of such meetings were to realize to 
themselves the * feelings of an Englishman on such a subject, they 
would doubtless admit the propriety and force of our foregoing observations. 


17. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 29th March, writes :— 
As a matter of experience, it was freely observed in the course of the discussion 
of the Age of Consent Bill, both in the press and in the Viceroy’s Council, that 
as soon as the Bill was passed the agitation would subside. Zherefore, and only 

Fore, we are now being told by some misguided opponents tl.at in spite of 
the measure having passed into law, the agitation will be kept up, and perhaps 
carried over to England. Now, we do not wish for a moment to interfere with 
the freedom of thought and action of our opponents, as they have so often done 
with ours. But we cannot help asking if they are actuated by a true Hindu, 
that is, a truly patriotic spirit? The feeling that underlies this latest develop- 
ment of tactics appears to us to be strangely un-Hindu-like. Apart from that, 
however, do the peo expect the slightest sympathy from England towards 
the perpetuation of a crime which the pps Be daw has just put down? And 
who is it that wishes to carry on the agitation? The samindérs, as a body, know 
little about such matters, beyond supplying the sinews of war. There must be 
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to organize these movements. 


pe, 
have not done enough harm to 
uous wealth in Bengal, who ot 


y try. We 
remind these 4 of the homely proverb, lene gai * kho di a 


18. In alluding to despatches from the Secretary of State for India to th 
05 | Government of India relating to the amendment of 
_Approval expressed a the Indian Factory Act of 1879 forwarding a copy 
1891. — of correspondetice * the Blackburn Chamber of 
Commerce upon the subject, the Jame Jamshed (107), 

in its in, of the 18th April, says:—The Blackburn Chamber of 
recommend that India being a portion of the British Empire the English Factory 
Acts should be 2 age bet to the Indian mills. The selfish nature of this recom. 
mendation has been alread ype detected by the Indian authorities who have passed 
the Indian Factory t Act of 1891; but as there are still nine months 
before the new ag comes into operation, there is a strong probability of the 
Blackburn Chamber putting further pressure on Lord Cross to assimilate the 
Indian Factory Act with the English Factory Actsand of the Secretary of State 
for India succumbing to the influence brought to bear upon him and withholding 
his sanction to the new Indian Factory Act It was, therefore, highly desirable 
that the new law should have been at once brought into operation; but since 
this has not been done, the Mill-owners’ Association should convene a meeting 
at which it should be declared that the association was quite satisfied with the 
new law and did not desire any injurious interference with the Indian cotton 
industry. The Honourable Mr. Nugent has been kind enough to give an indirect 
hint to the same effect. The Indian mill-hands also should at public meetings 
42 their satisfaction with the new law. There are a few immaterial shortcom- 
in the new Act, but it is certainly better than the one threatened to be 

icted by the selfish interference of the Manchester cotton manufacturers. 


19. The Rdst Goftdr (87), in its issue of the 29th March, writes :— How 
8 the Indian er open to objection the Indian Factory Bill may be 
Factory Bill. on tue eee" in regard to details, it is a measure in which the Gov- 
ernment have made an honest attempt to hold the 
balance fairly between the employers and the employed. e hope that 
Lancashire will perceive the futility of her agitation, now that Lord Cros 
has refused to receive a deputation of English manufacturers oppressed with a 
burning sense of wrong on behalf of their Aryan brethren in distant India. 
Perhaps, the best thing about the Indian Bill is a day's holiday in the week. 
Another desirable provision is the raising of the minimum age of children from 
seven to nine. No human being can object to this change. Employment at 
the very tender age of seven takes them off from play quite prematurely and is 
liable to stunt their growth. Female labour is limited to a duration of eleven 
hours per rg with an interval of an hour-and-a half for rest. The Honourable 
Mr, Nugent spoke with much energy and force against this provision. We 
agree with him that the eleven hours’ limit will drive a large number of women 
from many of our mills, where their labour is essential to the working of the 
factories, Nor is it necessary to give them rest for an hour-and-a- in the 
middle of the day. The easy-going way in which men and women are 
accustomed and allowed to work in Indian mills does not nevessitate such 
a prolonged interval of rest. Half-an-hour is sufficient, we think. The 
Government have fully recognized in the Bill that the conditions of labour in 


India are quite different from ba in — and, and consequently the + he have — 
0 r. N 


ven undue weight to the p s of Berlin Conference. 
eared that 1 present Bill sales t be the precursor of another measure w 0. 
while pretending to protect mill-hands, might have the effect of protecting the 
— per of existence altogether. But His Excellency Lord Tees 
t the Bill is for the t a final settlement of the question will, we 


. Nu. on those who a end that it t be but 
poet, have d the wedge. = * 
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Part Ill.—Zducation. 


20. The Gujardt Darpan (82), in its issue of the 20th March, expresses regret 

„ at the a tment of RAO Séheb Balvant 

Disapprom Nene, as Government Central Depot, 

Canton, Governmen Bombay, observes that this is the third time that pre- 

— hae been given — 1 Hindu over able 

Gujari ucati in filling this 

and adds that if one of latter ‘had “been 

a ted to this responsible post, the frequent com- 

plaint about a scarcity of Gujarati school- books, for instance, Hunters History 

of India, published by the Educational Department, would not have appeared. 

21. The Mod Vritt (48), in its issue of the 2nd April, complains of injustice 
— erati $¢ Puno Instruction, Boubay, by eudd: 

— ic ion, Bombay, suddenly dis- 

ta canned bel continuing grant-in-aid to the N 4 English School 

at W4i which, the Pon om says, has been in good condition, 

and about which many high Government officers have recorded a good opinion in 
the school register, and requests Government to inquire into the matter. 


Part IV.—Ratlwaye. 


22. The Rast Goftdr (87), in its issue of the 29th March, writes :— While 

.. itt is deemed necessary to frame laws for the protection 
4 my 2 of mill-hands, no one seems to think whether it would 
N J not be well to afford similar protection to Railway 
servants. Thousands of persons are employed on the 

railways in India, and it would not be fruitless to enquire whether the com- 
panies are doing all that might fairly be expected of them for the health and 
comfort of the employés. In the first place, it is important to ascertain whether 
it is fair or necessary for the working of the railways that there should be 
different rules of pay and allowances, leave and pension, for Euro and 
Native servants. Even in Government service no such galling distinction based 
purely on racial difference is made. Many of these companies work under a 
tate guarantee. All of them are under some sort of Government control, and 
it is for the controlling power to see whether the balance is held evenly between 
European and Native railway employés. There is a strong feeling among 
Natives that the balance inclines too much in favour of Europeans, that all the 
higher-paid appointments are regarded as a close preserve for Europeans, and 
that Europeans are promoted over the heads of their Native superiors for no 
- ape qualification save that which they derive from the accident of birth. 
e railway service should not be divided, as it now virtually is, between 
European and Native service. This unjust and arbitrary division must be 
replaced by a division into the higher and lower grade, both being officered 
by the best men available, be they white, black or brown. The ends of justice 
will be met if only the highest posts were specially reserved for Europeans. 
ides this arbitrary difference of race, the hours of work in some of the railway 
departments are much too long. From twelve to fourteen hours or more per 
day is said to be not an unusual duration of work for hundreds of natives in the 
railway service. These miserable creatures work 8 day and all day, 
and from year's end to year's end. No Sunday rest for them. Even without 
the new Factory Bill, the mill-hands are better off than these — ee: The 
two gatemen at the Mahdlaxmi level -orossing, who were convicted of leaving 
the gates open while a train passed over the line, have been sent to jail for their 
negligence. But it was admitted that they were rather the victims of over-work 
than guilty of any culpable negligence. Their hours of work, night and day, 
are much too long, and if they occasionally go to sleep over their duty, the 
fault is not so much of the men as of the system which keeps them at work 
net in . of nature's demande — 12 — consequences 
may follow rough the n oe 0 en and gatemen, 
blio safety Wü thet they should be fairly in t men and that thir 
of work should be so regulated that one may fairly expect from them the 
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Part IV.—Native States. 


alluding to rr 


Reporter on the Native Prem 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
Set March 1891. 
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Indian 8 tor... evs ee ose va 
eee eee P eee eee eee Daly: ee 
* + Bi-weekly 
— Journal at the Poona Suna 
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Mara’tHi—continued. 
The Mahdrdshtra Vritt 900 


, Nasik Vritt 

Nydya Sindhu ... 

Pandhari Mitra ... 

Poona Vaibhav ... 

Prabodh Chandrika 

Prabodh Rang. 

Pratod ... ose 5 ‘at cal 

Pune Särvajanik Sabhechen Mäsik 
Pustak eee eee eve cock 

Réghava Bhushana... —S—iwws a. 

Ramdas .,.. oe se 

Ratnakar ... oe 100 és 10 ‘ei ee i 

Satyn Shodhak ... ie 5 ...| Ratnagiri... .Do. 

Saty Sadan 80 „„ „ 

Sholapur Samäch arr. = ...| Shol4pur —_... or . 

Shri Shivaji 500 vee ee ...| Poona ... 500 . 

Shubh Sucha ii . ...| Sdtéra ... oon ft ee 

Sudhakar 9 „ eee 3 


Sumant and Satya Sudha a . Karwar 40 od ae 


Suryodayé... one „ Thana .. dies „ 
Vanapriya. „„ ...| Chikodi ene .. | Fortnightly 
Vengurla Vritt ... ‘ice vee ...| Venguria ...| Weekly ... 
Vidushak ... eve se wes . Karad ... on „ 
Vidya Vilas “se ese ss „ Kolhä put „„ 
Vijay swe a . „ Shähä put „„ 
Vividh Dny&n Vista * Bombay * ...| Monthly ... 
Vrittadhdra 500 4 “en „„ ss Weekly . 
Vritiasér ... ve eee eee „„ ne „ 
Vritt Sudbaaa * vee ...| Satara . VV 


„ eee „ Fortnightly 


AnaLo-GuJaRa TI, 


J. i „ „„ 
Dnyän Sudha ‘i Ses ...| Almedabad ... ...| Fortnightly 
CO A ˙ AAA „„ oe „ Bi-weekly 
Gujarati... sail ee ae .. | Bombay en „Weekly .. 
Gujaruͤt Mitra se kau Surat is a 
Hitechchhu ae me oa „ Ahmedabad ... „ 
/ ˙'mü—— D!!! „ ioc ak 
Rast Goftär * rT 8 „ ns 5 
Surat Akhb är a ia ...| Surat 
Surys Prakash ... oe ‘ie „ 


GuJARA TI. 


The Ahmedabad Times 8 ‘ia Ahmedabad . 
i An os oe a ie ace} SUTAG ... 
„ Akhbäre Soda ae ‘ae Bombay 
» A'ryk Dharm Prak ähh 5 „ 
» Bombay Samachar „ „ 
» Broach Mitra. a ce ..| Broach 
„ Broach Samächär 5 ue „ 
„„ Buddhi Prakash... a a | Ahmedabad 
9 Chanak ee8 eee ee 90 ee Surat eee 
Deshi Mitra a me „ 
Dnyén Vardha k.. „ Bombay 
„ * ; ei 1 
Gap Sap ... as 
Gorakshak ‘ = os : 
Gul Afahdn * iin 0 Month y eee 
Hindi Punch va 1 8 | Weekly ,., 
Hinduathdn 1 
Jame Jamahed R 
Kaira Khetiwddi Patra 
Kaira Vartaman ,.. 
Kdaide Mumbai ... 
Kithidwdr Times. 
Kelavni . * 
Madhur Vachan . 
Tue Nlam 
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Sneha Sindhu... 5 “a 


2 
: 
K 
8 


125 eee eee 

%%% ˙ we: „ „„ ond bce 588 
127 „ Stri Mitra 0 fa ve oe an mast „ 697 
128 | , Svadesh Bandhuu . Mahudaa . . Weekly. 200 
129 „ Svadesh Vatsal ..... Abhmedab add. .. Monthly. 300 
130 | „ Udichya Hitechchhu 24. giaae J 550 
i „ . CV 825 
132 | ,, Vidya Kalpalatika ae mae — aga ess 1,000 
133 „ Vidya Mitra F .. | Bombay Monthly om 450 


ANGLO-K a’ NARBSE. 


134 The Kannada Suvarte... eee bee 100 Bombay * wae Weekly pene 1 800 


Ka’'NARESE. 


‘The Chandroday& 105 inh ine ...| Dharwar : ee 200 
oe ee ee ee ee be ee 400 
111% ( ee eee ee ee 190 
138 „ Rasik Ranjini... 455 is ...| Gadag . ra | eee 300 
139 „ Satya Vritt V er a 250 

MaRa’THI AND Ka’NARESE. | 
140 | The Shri Siddheshvar es eee ...| Bagalkot sai Week ly ma sc 
HIN Di. 
141 | The Bharata Bhrata ... vis * „ Fortnightliy 367 
142 „ Brahma Patrika ‘as 725 „ena 0c as „„ Weekly cas 100 
„ Ratnaprakäsh Ratlim ... ......| Ratldm F 65 


AneLo-UrRpu. 
144 | The Mahomedan Herald 680 Bombay „„ „ saa 300 


Urpbu. 


145 [The Akhbäre Ratan Prakash Ratlam ...| Ratlim ape 2 Weekly .. 33 
146 „ Charkhäri Akhbar ae ...| Rewdh... sa . ae 85 21 
147 | , Dhar State Gazette .. 3 «. ou: | MRE ans vis Weekly 50 270 
148 „ Eh- ti-shamul Akhbär Jhowra ... ...| Jhowra asi „ sie 64 
149 „ Gwalior Gazette ve ae a | Gwalior i | ae ae 850 
150 37 Jouhar eee eee eee eee Bombay eee 8 Do. eee eee eee 

151 35 Kushful Akhbér... eee eee eee Do. eee 32 Do. eee eee 200 

PERSIAN. : 
152 | The Iklil i 5 * eas Karachi ae 5 Weekly ... ei 160 


ExdLisn, Mara’tH! AND IIIXDI. | 


188 The Pandit... ie bee nis Bombay Weekly ... ies 1,075 


— 


Exdtlsu, MARA'THI AND GuJaRa' TI, 


154 | The Baroda Vatsaal bis shi «| Baroda 3 „ Weekly ,., ‘al 900 
SINDI. 
155 | The Mdawin-i-Majma-i-Mahammadi Karachi ‘aa „ a ee 360 
186 „ Muin-ul-Ialdm . igs iui ad: i om sss] ees a 290 
157 | 92 Sind Sudhar eee eee eee eee Do, eee eee Do. eee ees 650 
ANGLO-PORTUGU ESE. 
188 [O Anglo-Lusitano .... we „ Bombay ao: iene 
169 | O Portugues Britannico 3 ae | ee 
160 | The Horas Vagaa eee eee eee 9 Do. * =a Do. eee eee 


Notea,.—A, The notices from the different Newepapere have been collected in the Report under different heade 
which are printed in italics, 


R The names of Newspapers are printed in the body of the Report in italics, and the number of the News. 
paper in the above liat is ts my in brackets after the name, 


©, The ayatem of -~ — words followed b 
Oifloial 8 Liat of the Bom — One peculiar feature of this dystem ie that when the ago 
or d) ia the last letter of a word, the accent is left out, and the short a (A d in gua) is, to prevent confuai 
never at the end of a word, hs postin wer ee wal bnorn tra rated be 
absolutely necessary to complete the pronunciation we were runodaya or the w owa Mitra, 
wilh amar over ee ee ia short, thua—d, 28 3 


the Re rie the same as that adopted in the 
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Part I.—Politice and the Public Administration. 


„In expressing disa of the efforts that are being made in 
: ; 1 secure a pension for Mr. A. T. Crawford, 
Proposal to give a pension the Arunodaya (21), in its issue of the 5th Apri 
toMr. A. T. Crawford vita: observes:—It should be well borne in mind that if the 
ss pean Government of India or the Secretary of State for India 
sanctioned a pension to a downright dacoit like Mr. Crawford through humanity 
which they so unwisely exhibited in passing the Age of Consent Bill they would be 
guilty of giving encouragement to a robber. The Secretary of State should 
remember that it is not a question of doing good to an individual but one of 
principle and laying down a precedent. Government should stick to the act of 
slight justice which they have already done and should not mind the sweet 
utterances of Mr. Maclean. Before taking any step in the matter Government 
should consider Native public opinion and the risk which they will run of 
making themselves unpopular and hated by the people by showing favour to 
Mr. Crawford in accordance with the recommendation of Mr. Maclean. [Several 
other papers of the week also run down the proposal to pay Mr. Crawford his costs 

and a pension. } 


2. The Gujardf (83), in its issue of the 5th April, writing on the 
same subject, remarks :—Mr. Maclean charges the 
Remarkson the claims put Government itself as a particeps criminis. There is 
forth Ps = Mr. Craw- undoubtedly some force in this argument, but it does 
— egal expenses or not establish his client’s claim for a pension or for his 
ge costs in the case known as Crawford Case. Mr. Maclean 
himself admits that Mr. Crawford could have been dismissed the service on his 
own confession as to his indebtedness without further inquiry, and it is strange 
that Mr. Maclean and others should trouble the Secretary of State for India 
once more by making demands for costs of the Special Commission on behalf 
of his client. Mr. Crawford’s wife and daughter have been granted a com- 
passionate allowance, and it would be an infamous scandal if the Indian T 
were to be mulcted in the sum of Rs. 50,000 to satisfy his importunate friends, 
Those who have read the detailed confession of Hanmantrao and the masterly 
minute of Sir Raymond West can never be induced to believe that Mr. Craw- 
ford was innocent or that the decision of the Commissioners was unimpeachable. 
Mr. Crawford stealthily left the shores of Bombay without paying even a 
farthing to his creditors whose claims against him amount nearly to Rs. 1,50,000. 
A man who attempted to flee away from the country in disguise after having 
squandered his fortune as well as reputation in a most reckless manner, deserves 
little sympathy, and if the hearts of Mr. Maclean, ‘“ Nemesis” and others of that 
ilk are overflowing with the milk of human kindness, they had better 9 45 to 
the generosity of their friends instead of speaking of mulcting the people of India 


for a dismissed servant of Government. Again, Mr. Crawford is not so helpless 
as he is represented to be. He has his son in the Civil Service and a brother 
in the lucrative solicitor’s line, and surely they can never forsake him to the 
tender mercies of the City of dreadful Night, cruel London.” If Mr. Craw- 
ford is innocent, as stated by Mr. Maclean, in the eyes of almost all Anglo- 
Indians except a few of his 121 enemies in the Civil Service, and if 


he has really been unjustly dealt with by Government, why do they not start a 
fund in his name? It is very kind of his friends to be generous at the expense 
of other people's pockets ; but if they are serious and honest, let them put their 
hands into their own pockets, The agitation now set on foot in England is as inter- 
ested and unfair as that we witnessed in India during the Crawford trial, and we 
hope the Secretary of State will have courage enough to withstand the entreaties 
of the friends of Mr. Crawford and refrain from perpetrating another scandal 
which would be as discreditable as the Crawford scandal itself. It is significant 
that notwithstanding the feeler put forth by the Zimee of India in connection 
with the correspondence, we have noticed it has met with no response from the 
lo-Indian community. The circumstance is fairly indicative of the general 
feeling on the subject, and if Englishmen are wise, they ought to be the first to 
Sanourage the atten ta that are now made to revive a painful controversy 
that better be buried in oblivion. The manner in which the controversy 
Con 2779 


was conducted at the time by some Anglo-Indian pa showed how self. 
interest and racial vanity could blunt the moral sensibilities of persons wo 
flattered themselves with the belief that they were the most enlightened on the 
surface of the earth. and we should be sorry to witness another pitiful exhibition 
of that kind in England. 


8. The Indu Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 6th April, writes :—The 
iia bam Honourable Mr. Nugent and the Honourable Mr. 

7 a = mete wenn Bliss were perfectly right in protesting the other 
against the Factories Act passed by the Government 
of India, as the Bill pro by Sir Andrew Scoble fourteen months ago was 
completely modified at the very eleventh hour. It is not difficult to see tha 

Lancashire influence was brought to bear on the Government of India 

the Secretary of State, and the decree of the Berlin Labour Conference was secret. 
ly pressed on the attention of our Government. The resolutions of the Berlin 
1 are scarcely applicable to the conditions of life and labour in this 
country, and it is to be regretted that Government should have thought fit, on 
the strength of those resolutions, to interfere with the employment of females in 
Indian factories. By the new Act they are prohibited night work, and are 
compulsorily granted a long spell of leisure during the eleven hours they are 
itted to work. As Mr. Nugent pointed out, this restriction on female 
bour will not fail to tell heavily on the condition of our labouring classes. It 
merely means that bread is taken out of the mouths of so many factory women, 
who, when ousted from the factory, will have no other paying work left them in 
this country. Besides restricting the employment of female labour, the Bill as 
amended by the Select Committee prohibits the 3 of children under 
the age of nine years; further, it provides that no children shall be employed in 
any factory before five o’clock in the morning and after eight o’clock in the 
evening, and that they shall not work for more than seven hours in any one day. 
Further, it is provided that all persons under the age of fourteen shall be consi- 
dered children and they are to be half-time workers. This is in conformity 
with the recommendation of the last Factory Commission and cannot be objected 
to. Mr. Nugent rightly remarked that the conditions attached to the employment 


of women and children will only lead to “ the exclusion of all women and nearly 
all children from employment in any factory, certainly from employment on 
moving machinery,” for they are sure to be replaced by adult operatives. 


4. The Poona Vaibhav (54), in its issue of the 5th April, contains a long 
article, condemning the Age of Consent Act as likely 

Age of Consent Act and to produce many hardships and much heart-burning 
Exhortation to the * not among the people, and therefore more unpopular and 


to use English cloth until it 


is repealed. hated by them than any other law or measure previ- 


ously passed by Government. It says that though 
the people of India, knowing as they do that Englishmen at home are more 
sensible, kind and considerate than Anglo-Indian officers, are not likely to rebel 
against Government and establish their own rule in the country, they have every 
right to express their displeasure at the passing of the Age of Consent Act in 
spite of their opposition, and exhorts all Natives including the Native princes, 
te make, as some ane at Poona have already done, a firm resolution not to 
use English cloth until the odious Act is repealed by Parliament in the interests 
of the manufacturers of Lancashire if not out of regard for Indian public 
opinion. 
5. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 5th April, writes :—The 
raising of the age of consent is beginning to bear 
The Age of Consent Act results. At a meeting, presided over by Shastri : 
and ite good 2 * chandra, the Raikwal community of Ahmedabad, 
Raikwal community of which is said to be one of the most learned Bréhman 
| castes, resolved that no girl be married below the age 
of twelve. It was put forth as an argument against the law holding the husband 
responsible for the uences following from the consummation of his 
with a child-wife under twelve years A* that, if passed, it would lead 
blic inquisitions which would give needless annoyance to the people. But 
Nur would seem to be no ground for any such fear if other castes, too, come to 
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A similar resolve. Betrothals of girls under twelve may suffice, and after that 
iage may be allowed to take place. After the good example set by the 

Idi of Ahmedabad it ought not to be difficult for men of education 

belonging to different castes to persuade the people to take a similar wise step. 


6. The Makrdtta (4), in its issue of the 5th April, writes: We learn with 
from the Calcutta papers that Sir Romesh 
Rumour about the resigna- Chunder Mitter has determined to resign, almost 
tion of Sir Romesh Din zs immediately, his seat as a Member of the Viceroy’s 
. ** Legislative Council, Legislative Council. The reason assigned is that of 
and remarks thereon. continued ill-health. We believe that that is not the 
only reason. No doubt Sir Romesh must have felt 
bitterly the scandalous manner in which Sir Andrew Scoble and the Viceroy 
himself in a degree treated him, especially when he was not present in the 
Council. It was very discourteous, to say the least, on the part of Sir Andrew 
Scoble to bring against his honoured colleague the charge of dishonesty. But to 
such a pass had the principal supporters of the Bill been brought by their own 
recklessness in introducing the Bill that they could justify themselves only by 
somehow or other damning the opponents. The Statesman pays the following 
compliment to Sir Romesh: “ His thorough mastery of Indian law, his * 
and wide experience in judicial administration, and his extensive knowledge o 
the feelings and sentiments of his countrymen, their customs and usages, made 
Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter’s appointment a few months ago a most acceptable 
one; and his early retirement will, therefore, be regarded as a serious loss to 
the large community whom he has so ably represented.” It is said that in the 
event of a vacancy occurring by Sir Romesh’s retirement Dr. Rash Be 
Ghose, a Member of the Bengal islative Council, will be invited to fill it. 
It may be mentioned that this gentleman supported the Age of Consent Bill, 
and the Viceroy in his concluding speech gave thanks for the same. 


7. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 5th April, writes :—The 
operation of the income-tax in India must be most 


Operation of the Income- af tentively watched. We fear that the utmost care 


=o — bestowed by the State will not be able to check abuse 


of power and arbitrary proceedings by its underlings. Yet it is necessary that 
some honest attempt be made to lessen highhandedness and corruption. In a 
country like England, where public opinion is so strong and healthy, this form 
of taxation is considered full of objections. There the chief grievance is that 
those who are dishonest can escape it more or less, and those who are most 
conscientious feel its burden most. It is a premium on dishonesty. Here the 
12 assumes another form. Some time ago it was announced that in 
mbay the revenue derived from the tax had increased. Notwithstanding this 
desirable result, we suspect that in this vity large sums are paid by the inha- 
bitants that hardly reach the Government treasury. We mean the sums that 
were not intended to go farther than the pockets of the officials under the Com- 
missioner. A good deal of the revenue must be lost in this manner to the State. 
It would argue an unbounded faith in human institutions, such as ours in this 
country are, to su that the head office hears all complaints, or that it is 
competent or capa 2328 to adjudicate ope | on all contested claims. The 
sympathy of the department is with its own officers. Any over-vharge by them 
is to be taken for granted as correct, unless it is proved to be contrary by over- 
whelming evidence. An innocent man seeking redress would not always be 
able to gain his object. The certainty again of failure in potting the injustice 
redressed, and of the inevitable delay and inconvenience of making the effort, 
induce many to bear their misfortune in silence. But this is not all. Those 
who satisfy the departmental officers need not complain. They pay them to 
secure th will. It would be an interesting calculation, whether what 
Government loses in this way through the corruption of its servants is made up 
all, or not, by the total of moneys wrung by unscrupulous assessors from 
It is not easy to say which way the balance lies, in favour of or against 
Government. In the city itself, the opinion may be hasarded perhaps that the 
State loses more through its corru cers than it by the hig 


of these same or other officers. In the mofussil, we e, it is exactly the opposite 


of this. One thing is certain that in small places the tyranny of the Governm, 
official is the greatest. Persons who have — little — even some of then 
whose means of livelihood are, at the best, rious, and whose income is hardly — 
more than what is sufficient to supply their wants, are forced to submit to the 
outrageous demands of the assessor. The Collector who hears the appeals is not 
always fair-minded. He is in constant dread of permitting by his laxity dishonegs 
persons to cheat the exchequer of its due. He is convinced of the fraudulent inten- 
tions of the men that appeal against the assessment of the subordinate officer. He 
is right so far that the tax-payer would, if he could, evade the payment even when 
due. But our opinion is that with this dishonest intention, very few, com 
tively speaking, succeed in defrauding the Government. Some district offices 
have hit on an ingenious contrivance to lessen the numbers of those that, dis- 
satisfied with the assessment of their profits of business, might file an appeal 
inst it, We have heard of this expedient being tried some years ago in the 
ira District by the then Collector. It is very simple. It is to make the 
appellant repent of his hardihood in appealing by deciding that there has been an 
under-assessment instead of an over-assessment. He departs a sadder, if nota 
wiser, man. In the district in which it was tried it had the instantaneous effect 
of the appeals for revision being forthwith withdrawn. It was justice with 
a vengeance, The pdtiddre preferred half a loaf to a quarter. It may 
be urged that such harsh measures are at times absolutely necessary for the 
protection of public revenue. There might be occasions when the safe-guar- 
ing of public interests—and Government interests in their best sense are public 
interests—might excuse such an exercise of arbitrary power. But in cases 
like the present it could have no other effect than confirming acts of 
y the subordinate official, and causing, who can say, how m 
heart-burning and distress. In the mofussil, besides, the higher as well 
as lower grades of officers have the petty ambition of winning the good 
Opinion of their superiors by showing large collections of revenue. The 
higher officer pats on the back such as are able to collect a larger sym. Some 
Collectors themselves are not free from this ignoble feeling. Those below them 
take their cue fromthem. There is a rivalry—pitiful in one sense, in another 
itiless, but always both one and the other—as to who should be able to say that 
he was from his district able to collect so much of income-tax more than his 
predecessor or neighbour. The jncome-tax is, therefore, a fruitful source of 
Injustice and oppression. Occasionally a heart-rending tale comes to the know: 
led of the press, is discussed for a time, and forgotten. Asa general rule, the 
2 are helpless men, for whom their oppressors are too strong, The majo 
rity of the sufferers are exactly those who can ill-afford to part with a small 
fraction even of their income. It may be sometimes a widow, sometimes a poor 
cultivator or a petty shop-keeper with a superfluity of children and want of 
nearly everything else hesides. Sometimes, he is one who has seen better 
and is now in dilapidated circumstances, who finds it a hard struggle to maintain 
his respectability, with the Gods and the Fates arrayed against him, From the 
hands of such persons, whose condition excites pity, the bare means of livelihood 
are torn by the unscrupulous agents of Government, on the principle that many 
a little makes a mickle. The means of income and its extent are ao difficult to 
ascertain in various cases, especially where the income is small, the means that 
the assessor possesses of doing a grave wrong without his being ever brought 
to account ; the little chance that the Goyernment has of being able to hear the 
collective feeble voice of such as from their position deserve its protection most,— 
these and several other such causes make a tax on incomes an undesirable one in 
a country like India. If the Government cannot dispense with it for any perioi 
of time, some arragements must be devised for a better protection of its ows 
interests against corruption on one hand, and of the interests, on the other 
of those classes in cular which suffer most and are at the same time leas 
able to make themselves heard. 


* * Cult ih Bie ee of tee oe. 
canno terize the oy Ww 0 

nf Benne „ Department has in adopting in the matter 

3 , ne sale of toddy 

as any thing but legalised oppression. Pon years past the people have groaned 


tay hove culesed Ser want of tol not to speak of the 
y land-holders on account of the thousands of trees 
But Government have not 


scrupulously refrained from making large y 

ne one the matter. They have been pointed. We have 
reason to believe that the Government of India does not know a tithe of the 
sulum practised in Bombay under the name of A’bkéri reform, and we cannot 
help blaming the leader of the A’bkéri 14 for not having brought the 
grievances of the people to the notice of Supreme Government. e may 
add that a few years ago the Government of India noticed with disapproval the 
very heavy taxation of cocoanut trees in the Ratnägiri District, the effect of 
which has been that the taxation there, though heavy enough in itself, has been 
lighter than that in the other parts of the Presidency. We trust no time will 
be lost in making the utmost use of the organization that exists for bringing to 
the notice of higher authorities this most iniquitous system of repression that 
ever was countenanced since the British rule began in India. We do not think 
such a system ever existed in any “decently governed Native State before it was 
introduced into Bombay and then forced upon the Native States against their 
wishes. Under this system raw toddy has risen from 3 pies to 12 pies per 
bottle so that 90 per cent. of the very poorest of the poor who consumed toddy, 
have been deprived of a portion of their daily food. If these poor people — 
only make their voices heard, the authors of this relentless policy would soon 
find out their error. But their official complacence has yet been undisturbed. 
We trust that rigorous efforts will be made to put an end to a state of things 
which is little short of scandalous. 


9. While writing about Professor Forrest’s appointment as Director of 
Records of the Government of India, the Gujardié (83), 

Protest against the creation jn its issue of the 5th April, observes:—We do not 
of the post of Director of know how the Secretary of State sanctioned the new 


Records and the appointment 


ee ee © appointment, but there is no doubt that it is a shame- 


ful waste of the rayat’s money. We, therofore, 
strongly protest against this creation of another sinecure office, when the poor 
and destitute have been deprived of even their pinch of salt by resorting to an 
oppressive form of taxation unknown to any of the Native rulers of India in 
ancient or modern times, If Government is anxious to proclaim to the world 
that Warren Hastings was the best of mortals or that Lord Lytton was the best 
of the Indian Viceroys, it is not necessary to ransack offivial records for the 
purpose, It would be preferable to accept these statements at once rather than 
incur additional burdens. Our people, however, have no voice in the adminis- 
tration of the revenue of the country and they must nN submit to any 
disbursements of their money, however scandalous they may be. Since there 
is a desire in some quarters to provide humdrum mediocrities with fat berths, 
we may as well ask Government to appoint a Director-General of Humbugdom. 
Governments, like Csar's wife, should be above suspivion, and one is ashamed 
to find our enlightened Government scandalously wasting their resources as they 
have done in the present instance by the creation of a post the necessity for 
2 rene only in the imaginations of one or two interested journalists and 

oir Triends. 


10, The Bombay Samdchdr (94), in its issue of the 8th April, says that 
His Excellency the Governor on his es to Maha- 

The conatruction of piers baleshvar having visited Alibäg, Ratndgiri and other 
I. NA ba sea-coast towns, has personally witnessed the incon- 
at the Bombay Preaideney Veniences suffered by passengers in embarking or land - 
recommeuded. ing in the absence of piers at the various ports on the 
line, that for the safety of the lives and property of 

the numerous passengers on this coast line the early construction of quays is 
urgent! — but that these small ports being unable to incur the heavy 
expenditure needed for the wharfe, the necessary improvements ought to be 
Provided fer from the Im treasury, and that it is to be hoped that Lord 
will readily make the necessary provision for the urgently needed works, 

cou - 
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11. The Din Bandhw (10), in its issue of the 5th April, writes 

think Mr. Richardson the sub pro-tem. Third Presiden 

Appointment of a smart Magistrate's time is nearly uP, and Government 
er ne 


of legal decid h 4 
— a 1 = have to decide soon wheth should be confirma 


a f or not. If Government have any rd for pubis 
Magistrate’ Bonbey, can, opinion and wish to expedite the dieposal of exkaliag | 
mended. work in Bombay we may be pardoned for . 

ing to them to take this opportunity to put ip 
Mr. Richardson’s place a smart gentleman of good | training who is not 
hard of hearing. It is a mistake, we think, to appoint superannuated Govern: 
ment officials from the mofussil to discharge active Magisterial duties in presi. 
dency towns like Bombay. Mr. Richardson may be a very able Revenue officer 
but as a Magistrate he has failed to satisfy the public here. We trust Gover. 
ment will not turn a deaf ear to public opinion this time. 


12. The Prajdmat (117), in its issue of the 4th April, observes :—In the 
absence of R4o Saheb Gopälshankar, Mämlatdär of 

n Teoommendation avout ‘Téluka Viramgém, who has been deputed to audit the 
Mimletdérct Vineagén accounts of the Mahi Käntha and Pélanpur Agencies 
Réo Saheb Gopälji Guläbbhäi was appointed in 

his place, but during the short time he was there he made himself em ie 


and we request the authorities to make an inquiry into the cause of his 
unpopularity. Rao Säheb Gopälshankar is a very able and experienced officer 
oak 4 eserves to be promoted in recognition of the high ability with which he 
is performing the special duty. Government ought to consider his case on the 
retirement of Rao Bahddur Chunilal Veniläl, District Deputy Collector, Broach. 


13. The Nydyadarshak (115), in its issue of the 6th April, observes :— 


Some Government officers put litigants and witnesses, 


A complaint that the First particularly those coming from out-stations, to great 
Cless Subordinate Judge, 


inconvenience by not punctually attending their Courts, 
ntact seaman. t attend as was done on the Ist instant by the First Class 


Subordinate Judge, Ahmedabad, who kept the liti 


ts 
and their witnesses waiting for him from 10-30 a.m. till 4-45 P. M., though the 
summons asked them as usual to be present in Court at the former hour. If the 
Subordinate Judge was suddenly unavoidably prevented from attending the 
Court in time he should have arranged to allow the parties to return home that 


day 2 their cases to some other convenient day. Such perfunctory habit 


of o s ought to be duly taken notice of. 


14. The Jdme Jamshed (107), in its issue of the 11th April, says :—This 


years’ list of Special and Common Jurors is as defective 
AL — =e as its predecessors. The list unnecessarily contains 
ak se 2,028 names half of which may well be omitted. The 
Criminal Sessions of the High Court are held five times 

in a year, and 250 special jurors and 750 common jurors will be quite enough 
to answer the requisite needs. One cannot see from this list the principle on 
which gentlemen are selected for the Special Jury and the Common Jury, and it 
would be well to declare once for all the principle on which the selection ought 
to be made. In the list recently published the secretaries of some cotton 
spinning mills are entered as special jurors, while those of others are put down 
as common jurors. The assistants in some mercantile firms are 2 8 


oe while the ners of other firms are classified as common juror. 
the Clerk of tbe Crown who prepares this list annually is given a committee 
posed of an experienced gentleman from each of the several communities, 


to assist him in his work, the list will be undoubtedly more satisfactory than it 
has hitherto been. 


15, The same newspaper (107), in its issue of 9th April, says :—It is 2 


fying that the attention of the Police of Bom | 
* W * been drawn to the indecent songs sung at the 
N aS... ances in some of the local theatres, the ha 


‘corps. run its oourse for some time. It ia, however, 1 
that still more horrible immoralities are being 
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behind the curtains, and this rumour ought to draw the attention of 
issi of Police. The reports that have reached the Jdme Jamshed 
about the unnatural crimes that are committed there are so horrible that they 
cannot be published in a newspaper. These crimes are punishable under the 
Penal Code and „r by the police. If the proprietors of dramatic corps 
are held responsible for the protection and conduct of boys in their service, 
visiting them with a deprivation of their licenses for appearing on public boards 
for six months or more for a dereliction of their duty, the i ities ‘will be 


materially checked. 


16. The Kdthidwdr Times (3), in its issue of the 4th April, writes: — It is 

„ reported that the local police require the residents of 

All — — ar the civil station to take 1 who may be their 
— guests to the Police Chief Constable, both on their 
arrival and departure. It is not known how far this is correct, but if correct, it 
may be worth while to — under what authority this is being done. In the 
case of persons of doubtful character such a course might be expedient, but to 
put citizens and thieves on the same level is not only queer but positively objeo- 
tionable. The authorities might well inquire into this matter, for it is not only 
t but highly inconvenient to persons to be thus dragged about 


instead of being left to their peaceful avocations. 
Part II.— Education. 


17. In noticing the statement made in the annual report for 1890 of the 
me , New English School at Surat, a private institution, 
Roglish schools to private that the number of the students having increased dur- 
ing the year an application was made to Government 
for a grant-in-aid, and a reply was received from the Educational authorities 
declining to make the grant unless the small tuition fee charged by the institu- 
tion was raised to the same amount as is exacted at the Government High 
Schools, the Jdme Jamshed (107), in its issue of the 6th April, says :—This state- 
ment is not new, because a similar reply was said to have been given to 
a private school at Ahmedabad that had * for a grant - in· aid. But enquiries 
should be made as to what has become of the acceptance by Government of the 
recommendation made by the Education Commission presided over by Sir 
William Hunter that as regards middle education private enterprise should be 
encouraged and fostered. The reply received by the Surat English School be- 
tokens a narrow-minded policy on the part of Government when it is quite plain 
that success of private enterprise in this direction is certain to relieve the public 
treasury of an appreciable burden of the educational grant. An authoritative 
explanation ought to be forthcoming to show the object of requiring private 
— to raise the tuition fee in order to entitle them to a grant - in · aid from 
overnment. 


Part ITI.— Municipalities. 


18. The Mahrdita (4), in its issue of the 5th April, writes: — The Bombay 
8 dailies published a Resolution of Government embody- 
% Ful Government ing their reply to the letter ot the President of the Poona 
and the Poona Municipality. 1 . . . 
r that the corporation be supplied 
with copies of the papers on which the Resolution of January last was based. From 
this Resolution it appears that Government are ready to give a hearing to the 
Municipality and have complied with their request asking for papers. It also 
appears from the Resolution that in spite of the mischief done by the repre- 
tentations of the then Collector Mr. East prompted by Mr. Joglekar, Government 
continue to have confidence in the experience and ability of the tion. It 
also appears that Government have kept their mind open, and should the re 
tentation of the Municipality be as solid and weighty in fact as the Munici 
hopes it will be, Government as unbiassed judges will reconsider the case an 
dispose of it in a just manner. Government however appears to be still labour- 
* under one misconception, vis., that the Municipality did not avail itself of 
opportunity afforded to it by the Collector of an explanation. The 
that the Collector did not even eo much as.inform the Municipality as to 


y that 
t he did not even inquire as to what action the Mi *. 


had taken on Bahddur Joglekar's letter. He at once took into his head thy 


idea of a strong memorandum most discourteously worded and . 
icipality with an unfavourable report to Government. The M 
„ Joglekar's letter, and inasmuch as the Collector had 
made it the subject of a memorandum forwarded the result of their deliberation, 


to the Collector. A confidentially conducted inquiry was at once ordered to hy 


held and Mr. Plunkett proceeded to prepare the long rope with which th 
door inquiry could be held, an inquiry instituted with the express object of 
condemning the work of a corporate body the members of which claim as much 
respect as either the Collector or the City Magistrate for honesty and public 


. service ;—an inquiry by a Municipal Commissioner into the conduct of the whole © 


body ; an inquiry, be it further remembered, helped by the accusers themselves, 


Mr. Plunkett, we venture to say, could have remonstrated, but did nothing likeit, 


He could at least have ordered the accusers of the corporation to have nothing to 
do with it. But his goodness was his fault. We hope, in its representation now 
to be submitted, the Municipality will make it a special point to bring to the 
notice of Government the utterly unjust position which Mr. Plunkett was made 
to occupy, not only in the unjust and illegal inquiry, but also as City 
Magistrate. It is he who is really Government in this matter. We know he 
makes reports, and as is generally the case, his reports form the basis of the 
report of the Collector, and so on.» The Municipality does not know what mis. 
chief is brewing until a Government Resolution is received. There can be 
nothing so objectionable. Would it be right, or just, if a Member of Council 
were asked by the Government of India to act as a spy and to report as to how 
Government was being carried on, and the Government of India acting upon his 
information were to call upon the local Government to explain or to justify 
a Resolution? Would this not be most unconstitutional, most unjust and 
most questionable? We think a judicial mind like that of Sir Raymond West 


* make this one fact the strongest ground for condemning the conduct of 
Mr. East. 


19. The Indu Prakish (14), in its issue of the 6th April, writes :—The 
Government has issued a fresh Resolution on the subject of the accusations made 
against the City Municipality of Poona. After the full explanation supplied by 
the President’s letters it was to be expected that Government would revise its 
former judgment, moderate its tone of censure, and make some reparation for 
the hasty condemnation it passed upon the Municipality. The Resolution just 
issued shows, however, that Government is in no mood to be mollified yet. It 
adheres to its reproving tone, finds fault with the Municipality for not placing 
the information in its possession before Government earlier, and calls upon the 
Municipality to submit a scheme about the 979 of an executive officer 
within à given time. There is not a word about whether Government has altered it 
judgment as to the charges previously made in view of the information now forth 
coming. We think it is hardly fair to the Municipality thus to let the my 4 
remain unreversed when subsequent explanation shows sufficient reason 
reversing them. The Government somewhat guilds the pill by paying a com 
pliment to the Municipality for its (wide experience in municipal affairs and 
asking it to frame a scheme of municipal government which would be 
to all district municipalities. In this cular the attitude of the Government 
showe an agreeable contrast to that of the Commissioner, O. D., who advises the 
Government to disregard the Municipality al er, and to get the Col 
lector of Poona to frame a echeme consulting the Municipality at his discretion. 
The proposal to appoint a capable executive offlver to the Poona 
Municipality is, as we have often before, a good one. The Munici 
—＋ * of it, and Government has taken it up eo seriously that 


to appoint a Committee tq consider the question at Poona during 


ty was to be hung. Mr. East alone knows under what Act this clos). 


The is to be considered comprehensively. with 
are manip, ond It further proposed pee 
1884 in accordance with the Committee’s recommend- 
desirable that the executive and deliberative funo- 

pal administration should be 


The Bombay Municipality is a 


y pu pe 
ittee that is ng lenary | 
mitiruiry, and that their labours will be extended to all branches off district 
municipal administration quite as much as to the constitution. There is 
one point which we should like specially to be considered. alps g regard to 
recent experience, viz., the capacity and the statutory liability of Municip 
Boards to the cost of primary education. We have reason to fear that 
ji education has much suffered by the transfer of the liability and that 
— justifiable in principle, such transfer is not desirable until the munici- 
ities are in a better financial position. We know very well what a hard 
e education has to fight for its existence in the Bombay Municipality 
wealthy as it is. In the mofussil likewise there are reports school-masters’ 
y being left in arrears for months, and the schools being neglected and starved. 
Mis is a great calamity, and ought to be averted, whatever deviation from 
theoretical principles may be involved in doing 80. 


20. A correspondent writing over the signature X“ to the Mod Vritta 
The President of the Wii 609 1 py A. > , 1 * sroipalite . 
2 reply sent e President of the Wai Municipality in 
—— — the District of Sdtdra to a communication from certain 
members of the same corporation in the matter of 
certain expenditure by the municipal clerk and disrespect shown to those 
members in the municipal office, disapproves of the tone of the President's reply, 
says that since the appointment of the present President municipal affairs having 
been managed in a negligent, partial and illegal manner, several Municipal Com- 
pointed, and that no improvement has been effected 
except that the questionable mode of transacting business by means of circulars 
instead of holding meetings has been introduced. The correspondent expresses 
dissatisfaction at the President not having taken sufficiently severe notice of the 
fault of the clerk pointed out by the Municipal Commissioners, and fears that on 
account of the relationship existing between the President and the Reporter to 
Government adverse comments on the municipal matters stand little chance 
of being brought to the notice of Government. 


missioners have been — 


Part [V.—Native States. 


21. In noticing the account published by the Pioneer of the Sth instant 
of the events that led to the rising in Manipur, the 


al 8 * India Bombay Samdohdr (94), in its issues of the 6th and 7th 
sue ohh the dee in April, says: — Mr. Quinton was instructed by the Gov- 


Manipur. ernment of India to recognise Kulu Chandra Sing as 
Mahärä ja on condition that his brother the Sendpati or 

Commander-in-Chief and Jubräj or heir-apparent should be deported. These 
instructions seem quite strange in the case of an independent ruler like the 
— of Manipur. The proper couree was that the Mahdrdja should have 
been called upon to deport his brother, and by failing to take it the Government 
of India has placed itself and Mr. Quinton in a false position that deserves to be 
much regretted. To make matters worse weakness or negligence was shown by 
the officers under Mr. Quinton, If reliable information about the temper 
and strength of the Manipuris had been secured it would have proved of much 
tervice, but neither Mr. Grimwood, the Political Resident at Manipur, whose 
it was to obtain such information, nor Colonel Skene, who was deputed 

250 Goorkhas to arrest the Commander-in-Ohief, possessed it, and they 


deserve censure for failing in the proper performance of their important duty. 
Cow 2774 
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22. Kaiser-t-Hind (86), in its issue of the 6th April, writes We 1 
im om me no doubt that the “ glorious” British tens . 1 
Alps dimpproved, their authority and restore the high prestige of f 

N Administration by bringing the } thar obi 
But we may inquire what led to the mission of Mr. Quinton to these wild hig 
inhospitable regions? Why on earth is the Government of India Trete 
: ering in the internecine strifes of petty Chiefs on the border? As a matt» 
of fact it has known from the previous history of the Manipur State for ove , 
century that it is scarcely worth the while of the Government to put its tie 
in the small pies which its Chiefs are making and unmaking. ff the Réjah 
dethroned was a fakir Ra jah who did not care to govern the State, where vn 
the expediency of again putting him on the gddi? But if there be o 
reason of State which impelled the Government to put him there, the publi 
has a right to know what it is. Meanwhile what may be the object of Mr. 
Quinton’s mission can only be guessed. Securely seated on the gaudi, the 

resent occupant thought he was strong enough to refuse British demands and 

efy tle Government. If these surmises be correct, then it would seem tha 

the Government of India has been rightly served; for we have no sympathy 

absolutely with its disastrous foreign policy. The Manipur catastrophe must 

have a history behind it which we may never know until perhaps the newly 

created Director of Records“ is ordered to give us a glimpse of it some yean 
hence | : 

23. The Jdme Jamshed (107), in its issue of the 9th April, observes that 

: among the Calcutta Volunteers who volunteered and 

Poy err have permitted by Government to go on active ser- 

— . — vice in Manipur, there are several individuals who ar 

: rich or draw high salaries, that if any casualties occur 

among them large compensations will have to be paid to their families, and that 

hence it is better not to send these volunteers to the front. 


24. In givinga short account of the recent disturbance at Manipur, the 


Arunodaya (21), in its issue of the Sth April, shows 

Menigae ss ureanee ** sympathy with the Manipuris by — them of 

culpability and censuring the British Government 

and its officers for meddling with other 2 concerns, regrets want of war- 

like spirit in the present generation of the Indian people and expresses a hope 

that the Manipuris having regard to the strength and greatness of the British 
Government will cease hostility with it. 


25. The Gujardés (83), in its issue of the 5th April, regrets that India 

will have to incur the cost of the approaching war 
with Manipur, thinks that Sir David Barbour was 
aware of the coming hostilities when he prepared the 
recent Budget Estimate, sinve he has provided a large amount under the head of 
military expenditure, condemns the warlike policy of Government, and says that 
information received up to date shows that the fault lies with the British Govern- 
ment while the Mahdraja of Manipur deserves no blame. 


26. The Rdjyabhakt (118), in its issue of the 7th April, says :—Govern- 
ment should not have interfered in the family feuds at Manipur. The rising in 
that State might prove as serious as the late Afghan war. Several acts of Hi 
' Excellency Lord Lansdowne's administration have made him unpopular, but 

if he wishes to win the favour of the people he must respect public opinion. 


27. The Admedabad Timee (90), in its issue of the 8th April, observes :— 
If Mr. Grimwood, the Political t at Manipur, had assisted the — 
in regaining his om soon after his dethronement the consequences 
not have been 80 serious. An en IA. to be made why this was not done 
a 


Political Agents generally treat ve Chiefs very harshiy and Government 
ought to keep a strict watch on their conduct and see that the Chiefs are 
respected 


G. M. SA'THE’, 
Reporter on the Native Pres. 


Remarks in connection with 
the outbreak at Manipur. 


| New Secretariat, Bombay, 
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Pant I.—Politicse and the Public Administration. 
1. The Kdthidwdr Timee (3), in its issue of the 14th A 


Lord Reay sometimes made queer 
> le we are glad to note that His Bxcellency Harris 
r more careful in his selection of officials 

Still there is room for improvement in direction, Hie 
Baby pa greater attention to this part of his duty he can hardly hope to 
see the improvement in the departments him. 
features of Lord Harris’ Government are his candour to deal eq 
his zeal to remove public grievances. His eon ge knows well where 
administer a snub where to put in a good word. He is as 
as of the other. He gives praise where praise is due, but he 
lavish use of it. Judging from his past year’s administration Lord Harris is 
to prove a very efficient administrator. He has acquitted himself remarkably 
much more creditably than the public expected. Besides skilfulness in pu 
speaking which is so essential to make a Government morally strong, and in 
inquiring into all matters of public interest, he brings to bear official 
routine work much businesslike ability, sound — „ and experience. 
He understands his business thoroughly, avoids arbitrary methods, and expects the 
heads of de ents and other officials to exercise their judgment and sense of 
right. e keeping in touch with public opinion and current affairs there is 
scarcely any question of importance that escapes his notice. He subjects officials 
to competent criticism and requires them to explain from time to time what 
they are doing and what reason (if any) they have for doing it. With a little 
more improvement in the directien pointed out Lord Harris’ administration 
must prove very successful. 


2. The Mahkrdtta (4), in its issue of the 12th April, writes :—There can be 
no two opinions now about His Excellency Lord Harris’ earnestness of 
in discharging the onerous task thrown upon him. His recent tour is an instance 
in point. Whereas former Governors used to run up to the hills as soon as 
March had fairly advanced, our present Governor does not go to Mahdbaleshvar 
till towards the end of April, and he is using the time thus saved from a life of 
dissipation at Mahäbaleshvar in moving about from one district to another and 
making himself acquainted with the wants and wishes of the 15 e over whom 
he has been sent by Providence to rule. For this we thank His Lordship. The 
recent Resolution on the affairs of our e shows how — His 
Excellency is to correct an error into which he might be hurried by the mis- 
representations and one-sided reports of officials. 


8. The Jdme Jamshed (84), in its issue of the 14th 4 oe says: — The 
decision of Parliament on the motion brought forward 


Condemnation of the deci- by Sir John Pease, requiring the Government of India 


sion of Parliament to abolish 


the Indian Opium Trade. to abolish the poppy cultivation in India, is astounding. 


The House of Commons, about whom we always wi 
to speak respectfully, have in this instance gr yee their missionary zeal to 
et the better of their discretion. The result of the decision in the present 
nancial condition of India will be disastrous. England as a nation will lose 
by it if it is enforced, while India will be ex to national ruin. All that 
is required to paralyze the efforts of the Government of India to maintain peace, 
progress and good Government in the country is to allow exchange to run down 
to fifteen or fourteen pence per rupee and to take away the six or seven krors 
of opium revenue, and the work of India’s enemies will be completed even 
beyond the holy wishes and religious seal of Exeter Hall. The clear duty of 
the Government of India is therefore to enforce a hearing for itself in Parlia- 
ment, and to place its resignation on the issue of the debate. If it is convineed 
that it cannot reasonably govern the country under the terma of the resolution 
of Sir Joseph Pease it should manfully say so in poe English. The people of 
India will on such an occasion unite as one man in support of the Government 
and will give utterance to its wishes and convictions in no uncertain tone. 
The occasion is to them a matter of life and death, and divided opinion on this 
Question has no existence. At present there is absolutely no E that 
Opium is exercising a pernicious and demoraliaing influence either in India or 
oon 3)6—9 


-users who have reached advanced And when in 
natives of India enjoy no nerve stimulant except tobaees 
becomes a seeming of advanced life. Placed between 
stimulants, the preference that Wye to opium over alcoho 
choice that could be made. All 


is to learn that Government will take no action 

on the vote taken on Sir J. Pease’s motion for the su ion of the opium 
and hopes that on a resubmission of the question — will find it 
— to carry out the decision about the abolition of the trade on account 

of the peculiar circumstances of the Indian finance. The Bombay Samdchdr, of 
the same date, severely censures the Conservative Ministry for failing to place 
before Parliament the actual circumstances attending the Indian opium revenue 


and — Parliament to pass the decision for the abolition of the opium 


4. The Bombay Samdchdr (93), which has been ever opposing the 
attempts made in England for the suppression of 

R 2 „ 2 traffic in India, in its issue of the 18th April, 
in India, — ter once more briefly explaining the heavy loss that 
would befall the Indian Exchequer in the event of the 


opium revenue being abolished without any 3 advantages following 
a 


from the abolition, expresses satisfaction at the fact that the mass meeting held 
on the 10th instant in the Framji K4wasji Institute to get up a movement in aid 
of the suppression of the Indian opium trade was not a very one, as very 
few Natives, except some school-boys, attended it, and advises the Natives not 
to join the anti-opium alliance, which the meeting has started. [The Jdme 
Jamshed (84), in its issue of the same date, expresses similar sentiments. | 


5. The Jdme Jamshed (84), in its issue of the 14th April, says: Dr. Milne 
the Bishop of Bombay's taking the chair at a mass meeting held on Friday last 
to protest against the Indian opium traffic raises the question whether the order 
of the Government of India prohibiting Government officials from taking a 
in * movements is applicable to His Lordship. The work done by the 
Indian National Congress has been in the real interests of the country, and if 
Government servants are prohibited from taking even a slight in the move. 
ment, how much more desirable is it that European officials should be warned 
against interesting themeelves in movements like the one seeking to abolish 
the Indian opium traffic? It is worth knowing, whether the above-mentioned 
Government order has been infringed by the Lord Bishop. If not, why should 
the Native servants of Government be precluded from taking in the Congres 
movement? It is to be hoped that au explanation on the subject will be forth- 
coming from the Government of India. 


6. A correspondent writing to the Indu Prakdsh (18), in its issue of the 
18th April, institutes a comparison between the British 

2 r an Indian Government and the Goa Government, and 
—— arrives, at the conclusion that the subjects of the former 
are not so happy as those of the latter. The corre 

pondent refers to the general disarming of the British Indian subjects and to their 
uent subjection to ill-treatment at the hands of unruly roving tribes like the 

Belu and that the subjects of the Goa Government not being dit 
armed ha ve to fear from the Beluchees who are said to have made such 


every petty 

. The same writes :—We had thought the name of Mr. Arthur 

’ e Orewford wae too mach discredited even in ing 

of the Pro land for any one to seriously propose that a 
should be given to him, but we find we are grievously 

mistaken. There is no limit to the blindness which ties 


ing, to the good 
as Mr. Arthur 


talk. Hi 
his ways of vice by the absolute immunity from detection he enjoyed. The 
demoralisstion he had caused in the service and the public at large by his open 
defiance of all public morality, the systematic practice of taking black-mail 
he had established, and the unscrupulous use he made of his power and position, 
are matters too fresh to be easily forgotten. His acquittal on the graver 
by the Commission and by Lord Cross is a public scandal which has done 
incalculable harm in - ic estimation to the good name of England as a 
j of justice. The public of India, the entire public, official and non- 
oficial, Native and European, with the exception of a few personal friends 
has accepted the verdict passed by the Government of Bombay as the true one, 
and has reconciled itself tothe decision of the 8 State seeing that 
Mr. Crawford has after all been dismissed the service. t such a discredited 
man should be held up as a flt object for pension is the height of moral 
depravity, and if the Government should by any means be induced to grant 
the prayer, we conceive it would be almost a greater scandal than his acquittal. 
It is argued on his behalf that as he has been acquitted on charges of bribery 
and corruption he is entitled to get his pension, and, we presume, the costs 
of his defence too. We say, for one thing the acquittal was no acquittal in 
the true sense of the word. A perverse opinion, which, be it remembered, 
was not under the Act a competent judgment but an opinion only, was ex- 
pressed by the Commissioners against all the evidence. The Bombay Govern- - 
ment which was the true Judge constituted by the Act held that that opinion was 
wrong, and recorded a verdict of guilty on all counts. The Secretary of State in a 
weak way subordinated his own better judgment and adopted the opinion expressed 
by the Commissioners. But the very weak way in which this was done was itself 
a condemnation, and by no means a triumph on which Mr. Crawford or his 
friends could crow over. In any case the verdict on the charge of indebtedness 
is unanimous, and that was, for an officer of Mr. Crawford’s position, a by no 
means a venial offence. He broke the departmental law, a breach for which 
any of his subordinates would have been punished with equal severity, and the 
penalty of dismissal provided by the law was visited upon him as the least severe 
that could be passed. To grant him a pension now would be a reversal of that 
order of dismissal. Pension is, we believe, a reward for honourable service. An 
Officer dismissed for misbehaviour in the service could not be said to have had 
an honourable service. ‘The grantof a pension and Lord Cross’ order of dismis- 
tal could not therefore stand together, and for the honour of the Britis Govern- 
ment we trust there will be no reversal of an order which was the barest justice 
done by them and the least reparation made to the offended public opinion of 
this Presidency. Whatever the personal friends of Mr. Crawford may say or 
do, we hope the Seoretary of State in Council and the Government of India will 
be firm. The British public too and the Members of Parliament must endeavour 
to rightly wedintiind the issue involved, and to guard themselves against being 
carried away b 
the acquittal of 
and that if a 
eee and 


] sentiment. Let us once more warn Government that 

. Crawford has given a severe shock to public susceptibilities 

on 2 1 to him the Government will entirely lose the 
ce 


people. We protest so strongly because we feel 


‘ gubsistence allowance and the payment 

expense he had incurred in connection : 

This makes the case somewhat different. The Government of India has refusg 
ground that it was his own conduct th — 


9. A Mahomedan correspondent wri to the Kaiser-i-Hind (85), in 
its issue of the 12th April, observes :—It is an ol 
A recommendation to Gov- complaint that honours are bestowed mostly on Gov. 


8 ir Mabel ernment servants, only a few being assigned to such 
gentlemen. 


non-officials as have strong interest at head - quarten 
The Mahomedan community is, as a rule, neglected in 
this matter, A few names may therefore well be recommended in antici 

of the Birth-day Gazette, vis, those of Messrs, Karimbhdi Ibrahim, A ‘damji 
Pirbhäi, Badrudin Tayabji and Kamu Suleman, who are the leaders of 
respective sects and whose charities are well-known. The Mahomedan com- 
munity in general would feel gratified if some honour or other were conferred 
upon these gentlemen. : 


10. The Mahrditta (4), in its issue of the 12th April, writes: We are very 
sensitive and we feel nothing so much as an attack on 
Reasons why the agitation our national character, That the Age of Consent Act 
n the Age of Consent will write in the statute-book the character af the 
carried to England. Indian nation in blackest letters is our grievance, and 
so long as this certificate of bad character remains on 
the statute-book we can enjoy no no rest. It is with a view to bring to the 
notice of the character-loving English public an act of the grossest national inju- 
tice that we want to carry the agitation to England. Not a single Member of the 
Viceroy’s Council could speak of the existence of the evil in provinces other 
than Bengal, and yet their statute-book would be made to speak otherwise. The 
whole public of Ben is speaking and showing to demonstration and yet 
Government would rely upon the words of a handful of persons and condema 
the province. It would be avery sad confession of the disastrous effects of 
the British rule in India to say that a nation so renowned in history has so far lost 
its national character that it can bear to be permanently stigmatised as a nation 
of brutes and savages, and if the effects of British rule have really been # 
disastrous let us make England aware of it so that it may never expect to 
rely upon us for its strength, and never boast of its having civilised us, and 
India may no | be looked upon as a in Her Majesty’s gloriow 
diadem. But no. We refuse to take this verdict. The existence of the vice il 
in the first place taken for granted; then, aa the Honourable Mr, Hutchins has 
told us, the vice is con into a crime and the Indian Penal Code is amended 
in such a way that it may declare the whole Indian nation asa nation of 
criminals. Oan there be any greater insult to the ty of a nation) Honour 
able Members themselves are our witnesses, They have themselves stated that 
all the religions in the land agree in condemning immature cohabitation. Ta 
themselves admit that the nation asa whole is sensitively — 
D of is of such preve 
Lass that uires a tive remedy | would have the Wood 10 
deny that this is blowing hot and cold at the same time? Our third reason fo 
opposing and continuing to oppose the measure is the conduct of the over 


igious scru are outraged bey 
awe on to abstain from intercourse with their child-wives until the 
latter shall have completed their of full twelve years.“ Could misrepre- 
sentation go further? And this is from a highly cultured, truth-loving and inde- 
pendent gentleman! Andon the strength of such opinion, such a cruel law is 
| We are indeed a conquered race and in every way worthy of such 
umiliation | 


— ignorant masses by the foolish agitators who are still 

—4 2 e carrying on the “agitation against the law for the 

sake of notoriety, and that in order to ensure the 

safety of its ignorant subjects and to prevent their being discontented the 

Government should set detective policemen to watch and see how far the 
agitation is sincere and carried on in a constitutional manner. 


12. O Portugues Britannico (157), in its issue of the 11th April, writes :— 


The people of England would a to be considerably 
Comments on English and exercised in mind by the — of the Law Courts 


Hindu marriage laws. 


in what is known as the Clitheroe Abduction Case, 
and if we are to judge by the tone of the English papers received by the last 
mail, they regard marriage in a light which shows that their ideas of the ordi- 
nances of the religion they profess are no more intelligent or appreciative than are 
those of the Hindus whom they have unequivocally condemned for their attitude 
in connection with the recent Age of Consent Bill. The Clitheroe Abduction 
Case is the first of its kind, and if it is important in the eyes of Englishmen, it 
should be more so in those of Native Indians. It would be scarcely judicious if 
we expressed a wish that cases of the same class might be numerous, but there 
can be no shadow of a doubt that no event or class of events could more 
thoroughly bring out the pith of the logic of our rulers. It is easy to pose as a 
moralist without 244 — what moral obligations are. It is easy to 

for religious without knowing who or what the Creator is. It is the simplest of 
all things to proclaim oneself the champion of liberty without possessing the 
faintest notion of what liberty means. These are all easy enough, and simple 
enough, and pretenders are numerous enough ; but the character of people 
must show itself eventually. The time must come when the mask drops off, and 
the immoral stands revealed as the immoral, the irreligious as the irreligious, and 
the lawless as the lawless. Setting aside the religious aspect of the question, it is 
diffloult to see in the judgment of the Appellate Court where the wife’s moral 
obligations begin or those of the husband terminate. That in England marriage 
is a farce is a fact which needs no further confirmation. The law of England 
according to the interpretation of the Lord Chancellor has not the same respect or 
regard for the marriage contract that it has for the most ordinary commercial trans- 
action, for whereas it holds that a woman who solemnly enters into a contract and 
before and constituted authorities undertakes to live with and obey a 
man whem she chooses as her husband, is free to live where she likes and how 
she likea, it maintains that a man who as a result of miecaloulation contracts for 
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13. The Kesari (42), in its issue of the 14th April, refers to the 
and to the remarks of the of India 


The law of marriage and observes: - God's wa of doing justice are 
8 When the case of Dida Raible for 
tution of conjugal rights came before the Bombay High Court a few years 
the Times of India put every obstacle in the way of ji’s 
of his wife, but the same paper disapproves of the decision of Court 
in the Jackson case and remarks ‘‘If this sort of thing goes on will 
soon be more of a failure than what even Mrs. Mona Caird and ly 
Telegraph would have us believe.“ Why so? The English Court in appeal 
has only done in the case of Jackson what the Times of India demanded in the 
case of Dédéji. The Anglo-Indian pee take delight in discrediting the mar- 
riage system of the Hindus, and raise a hue and cry as soon as a small shock is 
aimed at their own connubial system. 


14. The Phoniz (5), in its 0 2 of coe oon April, bes Prat = 3 

; ___ Writings of some of the news at op e 
— = Native Bill have been equalled by the wild and sweeping con- 
: 7 8 


demnation by the Englishman of Calcutta of 

press. That the more rancorous of the Anglo-Indian press should clamour for the 
suppression of the Indian press is no nov enomenon. The Pioneer and the 
Englishman periodically review their neighbours’ utterances and they have often- 
times pressed the Government to take note of the sedition, as they are pleased to 
term it, of the Indian press. But no statesman worthy of the name has count- 
enanced so drastic a measure since the Gagging Act was repealed. The recent 
5 against the Age Bill has furnished another 8 for the 

glishman to repeat his old cry, and other organs of Anglo-Indian opinion may 
follow the lead of our contemporary and write in a similar strain. But we do 
not think that there is the remotest possibility of the present Government of 
India moving in a direction so objectionable and unwise. Custom has acquired 
such a strong ascendancy over men’s minds in this unfortunate country that 
however debasing it may be it requires a very strong effort to abolish it by 
penal laws. Do Englishmen in India give up their superstition, however 
patently absurd they may be, without a hard struggle? If the Censorshi 
of the Indian Press is a necessity now, it was no less so in the time 
the Ilbert Bill, and if a Censor had then been appointed, and if he had been 
an impartial judge, there could be hardly any room to doubt that several 
pennant members of the Anglo-Indian press would have been condemned. 

or could we forget that in the face of the misrepresentations indulged in by the 
Englishman and his coterie of jingos to bring contempt on the good name of 
Lord Ripon, all the vehement appeals of the Patrita and the mourning gone 
into by the National Guardian sink into insignificance. Lord Lansdowne 
has been misrepresented in several quarters. But was not Lord Ripon sub- 
jected to similar indignity? What is misrepresentation according to one’s 
view is right in tion in that of another. Hence if the charge 
representation were alone sufficient to justify official surveillan 
r no respectable rye pn not even the Kaglishman itself, 

or the natural result of such a contention be that the moment a 
paper opposes the policy or views of the Government, it would be 


srguments, must now be abundantly clear to ou 
the bounds of ordinary absurdity to 
from us or use violent ex ons 
disloyal and sediti 
point. That the speakers at the maiddn meeting or 

whatever to 


shock 


ry 
strong faith in the good sense of the Indian Government. It is the Englishman 
that has lost his balance. 


15. The Mahritta (4), in its issue of the 12th April, writes :— We are sorry 
ae to learn that this year there will be no Provincial 
N Con. Conference. The Sdrvajanik Sabha Committee, under 
: whose auspices the Conference used to be held, has 
resolved that this year no Conference need be held. Mr. Tilak, one of the 
Secretaries of the Conference, has sent in his resignation. Mr. Gokhale, the 
other Secretary, wishes to do the same. All that we can say is, that this is to be 
regretted. The Conference was hailed on all sides as a good institution with 
mise of better practical results than the Congress itself. [The Dnydn 
ksh (12), in its issue of the 16th April, says that at the earnest request of 
several gentlemen the Sdrvajanik Sabha has resolved to hold the Conference on 
the 10th proximo. ] 


16. In noticing the Resolution of Government on the Forest Administra- 

| tion Reports of the Bombay Presidency for 1889-90, 
: Government Resolution on the Jdme Jamshed (84), in its issue of the 16th April, 
. Re. gays: —It must be gratefully admitted that an appre- 

mbay Presi- , 

dency for 1889-90, reviewed, Ciable decrease has taken place in the number and 
3 quality of the bitter complaints against forest admi- 
nistration that used to be heard in previous years; but, at the same time, it must 
be observed that the poor aboriginal classes inhabiting forests and cultivators 
of land do not yet enjoy sufficient liberty to remove worthless forest produce, 
and that the forest officials care more for an increase of Government revenue 
from this source than for the wants of these indigent classes. It would have been 
better, therefore, had Government in this Resolution impressed upon these officials 
the need of paying due attention to the wants of these classes equally with the 
attention given to Government income. Government do deserve hearty thanks 
the wrong impression entertained by Mr. Shuttleworth that in 
former years the poor classes removed much valuable forest produce inflicting 
& serious loss on Government, and for im on Forest officers the desir- 
ability of grazing lands for village cattle in close proximity of their 


respective villages ao far as the same may be pravtivable. 


mol" 
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17. The Din Bandhu (9), in its issue of the 12th April, writes: 


12 
1 lum for lepers at Matunga : 
um emporarily 
as a number of those infected with a very loathsom, 
type of that disease were seen daily loitering about. But now we understand; | 
is under contemplation to give up the idea of * an asylum at Trombay ay 
to erect a one at Métunga. Surely, before according their sanctig, 
to make the nice and healthy village of Matunga the permanent abode of 
Government will be so good as to consult their Medical advisers. In our 
it is very dangerous and extremely ill-advised to locate permanently a 
asylum so near the town of Bombay proper and in close vicinity to two c 
three crowded villages, viz., Wadäla, doutal and Mätunga. The present de 
is only a few hundred yards from the vil of Gowari the population of | 
which we estimate at more than 500 souls and from the main road which leads to 
Sion, which, as we all know, throughout its whole length from Parel is lined o, | 
both the sides with nice bungalows and pleasure gardens. If Trombay be conti. 
dered unsuited for a leper asylum, the institution may be located somewhere on the 
Antop Hill which is further away from the villages named above and which in 
point of sanitation is in our opinion far superior to the low-lying ground a 
resent selected. If the object in housing lepers together is to prevent them 
rom spreading the contagion it is highly desirable that they should be located | 


far from a crowded neighbourhood, which the present scheme if carried 
out will not secure. As the inhabitants of the villages we have named ar 


poor and illiterate they are not capable of making a proper representation — 
to Government on this subject. So it will be a greater reason for Goven. 
ment to look into this matter more closely and then to decide it finally. Why, 
may we ask, was not this leper asylum erected somewhere on the Mahdlakshmi | 
Flats or close to the temporary hospitals near the Jacob’s Circle? Bomba 
is gradually extending in the direction of Mätunga, Näigaum and Parel 
and when some of the proposed roads and railway stations are opened its 4 
a leper 


tion is sure to increase and it would be a grievous mistake to have 

asylum in the very heart of these localities. In our anxiety for the wel. 
fare of the diseased we ought not to sacrifice the well-being of the neighbouring 
villagers. Will no member of the Municipal Corporation take up this matter in 
the interests of the poor inhabitants of Gowari akin other villages, and entitle 


himself to their everlasting gratitude by knocking on the head the proposal of 
permanently erecting leper asylum at Métunga ? 


18. A correspondent of the Jdme Jamshed (84), in its issue of the 14th 
_ April, complains that the post received at Navsäri, on 
Complaint about the dell the B. B. & C. I. Railway line, by the day mixed rail- 
very of post at Navsäri in the 3 . 
Géikwar's territory. way trains is not delivered to the addressees on the same 
day, and expresses a hope that a delivery of the same 
will be made on the afternoon of the day of receipt. The same correspondent 
also com ＋ that the post brought after midnight by the mail train is delivered 
at noon the next day, expressing wonder that it should be so when the post received 
by the same mail train is delivered before eight o'clock the next morning in the 
neighbouring villages of Jalälpor, Kdlydvadi, Tardi and Verdvar, which are two 
or three miles distant from Navsäri. 


Part II.— Municipalities. 

19. The Taiser. i. Nind (85), in its issue of the 12th April, writes: — Ihe 

The Bombay Government eee 1 — ** n . 1. 

overnmen we cannot sa e Govern- 

and the Poona Municipality, ment has had the candour to it a confession of the 

2 error into which it was led by the Seoretariat witches who bear 

absolutely no love to that corporation. Government is a human institution after 

all and is liable to err, but when the error is found out it is meet that like every 

honest unit of humanity it should apologise to those whom it has wronged. But 

the proud Government of Bombay seems to be brave in its insolenoe. 

NA forbearing Poona M 


ty has truth on its side, and truth must conquer the mightiest and proudest 
of Governments, 


90. The Hitechchhu (88) of Ahmedabad, in its 16th April, 
that much oppression on the 

of Ahmedabad local — 2 

waste , 


] 
i 


7 
it 


whose 
entered 
— —— 
taxed not according to a 
of the houses left to them should be 
pee e 
w su y unscrupulous 
— . 


Part III. — Vative States. 


21. While writing about the recent rising at Manipur the Kaiser-i-Hind 

_, (85), in its issue of the 12th April, observes :—Just 

_ interference uf Manier look at the whole unfortunate affair from the date of 
condemned. rar the usurpation of the State by the t Mahéréja 
and his right-hand the Commander-in-Chief, and try 

to discover whether there was the slightest foundation of justice or public ex 
diency to interpose in the affairs of ipur? It is officially acknowledged that 
that little State is independent and is governed by no bi treaty of any 
character whatever. And as to even binding treaties, no one, who has caref 
studied the history of the Paramount Power in its relation with feudatory 
independent States, can deny that the former considers them binding so long 
only as it has no selfish ambition or interest to serve. The moment it finds it 
suitable for its own object to take a front move, it has never hesitated whatever. 
On the contrary, it is never slow to discover some sort of plausible excuse, to 
effect annexation of the territory. Now, none can object to such a policy in the 
affairs of State, if the State which so declares it will not at the same time 
pretend to from the house-tops that in its relation with its neighbours 
it is actuated by pure benevolence and justice. It declares that righteousness is 
the principle which guides its action, while the fact is that throughout 
the century it has become difficult for impartial History to reconcile this 
abstract ciple of righteousness with concrete instances which could be 
cited by the score of that unjust character. Now, we do say that Manipur 
managed its own affairs on lines of its own indigenous polity and its own code 
of political ethics. The Government of India knew it. The State had ere this 
many a revolution of a similar kind, sometimes bloody, sometimes treacherous. 
There was nothing, we say, then, which was unusual in the usurpation of the 
Jubréj to impel the Government of India to chastise him. And, therefore, we 
say that it was an unjustifiable step which it took when it sent secret instructions 
to Mr. Quinton to move with a small force on that State with a view of 
chastising the Commander-in-Chief who was mainly instrumental in raising him 
to the throne, But the motive which led to the interference by the Government 
of India is as transparent as the noon-day sun. Of course, we know that the 
motive will be indignantly repudiated ; that the history which led to the mission 
will be manufactured in a way to lead the public to believe that it was not 
this poor meek Government, 80 righteously and so religiously inclined that it 
never had any object at any time of defrauding a neighbour of even a single 
lock of his hair,—it was not this model Government which behaved “ trea- 
cheroualy but the little border Raj. We also know what kind of official 
pers and blue-books will appear in due course. These undoubtedly will give 
e narrative from the offi t of view. But what about the Manipur 
narrative? As usual, we be told later on that it is not to be trusted. 
Truth always is on the side of the strong. Providence always favours the big 
battalions, Therefore, the success of the battalions is the triumph of truth. 
But despite such contemptible and ignoble stuff, there have been Anglo-Indians 


don 3164 


14 


have in former days warned us not to implicitly trust in official narrative, | 
days we see before our very eyes ‘how history is being cop, | 


The late Mr. Iitudus Pritchard in speaking on Native Stam 
Government about 20 years ago, truthfully observed the 
described from a native point of view would present a very differey 
picture from the India reprecented in blue-books and official reports and the 
officially inspired toriters. The Government of India for the past ten 
1 by Fate. Its ambition has been to enlarge its bounl. 
t has already done so to a considerable extent, and the inter- 
affairs is only a means to the same ambitious object. The ren 
ernment may then be related ina sentence. It is to annex that 
annexation of Upper Burmah and the stretching of the out. 
Bhamo and further north-east, Manipur is — | necessary to 
greed and British earth-hunger. When the real history of the usurpati 
by Jubr4j comes to be written, it will be found that the British Indian Govern. 
ment was behind the scenes. The ex-Mahärä ja was dethroned on the plea that 
he was a Fakir Rdja. In reality, he was, perhaps, impervious to British 
demands. But the moment the usurpation was accomplished, the Jubräj was 
not slow to defy the Resident as his écessor had done. What could be 
under the circumstances, thus foiled in its attempt to make independent Manipur 
a vassalage of the empire, than to play off Surachunder Sing. We will not sa 
whether the flight of the ex-Mahärä ja to Calcutta was intentional or acciden 
Suffice to say, ample negotiations must have been carried on, informally, of 
course, and adequate promises must have been taken from him that the reward 
of the British Indian Government, in placing him on the throne, should be that 
it should be allowed to have the upper sway in his administration ; that in fact 
Manipur should virtually be British territory; but to avoid annexation the 
Mahkréja should be the sovereign or 3 Our surmise is that it was with 
this object only that Mr. Quinton was directed to move on the capital of Manipur. 
We know what the subsequent history is. The Government of India sowed the 
wind of the * and it is now reaping the whirlwind of disasters and 
what not which it will require perhaps a quarter crore or more of the wretched 
tax-payers’ monies to wipe off. This is the moral of the interference in an 
independent State for the sake of British earth-hunger. 


G. M. SA THE. 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
21st April 1891. | 
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(CONFIDENTIAL. 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BERA'R, FOR THE 
WEEK ENDING 18rx APRIL 1891. 


List of Newspapers published in Berdr. 


Namen of N pues of publicati Raiti “poo 

No. ames of Newspapers. ce of publication. ition. 0 Boa og 
ANnGLo-Marka'tH!, 

1 | The Pramod Sindhu ... ae . . Umrawati (Amraoti)... Weekly 300 

2 „ Vaidarbh . ...| Akola... ua 5 

3 „ Varhäd (Berar) Saméchér „„ 2 Do. „„ 

Mara Tal. 
4 | The Shetakari .. * . . Umrawati (Amrdoti)..| Monthly 400 
5 „ Shuddha Varhédi... bin a Akola... . Weekly .. 350 


The Vatdarbh (2), in its issue of the llth April, writes: —It looks 
that a Municipality under the chairmanship of an 

th Seog a — action of educated Eu eam gentleman should so utter- 

en Mancipal'y in Iy the law of Municipalities in Berär and rules made 


under it in passing its resolutions. At the meeting of the 
Sheogaon Municipal Committee held on Fg January last it was “ proposed by 
Mr. Méroti Kurtaji and seconded by Mr ya oo tie that the collection 


of the Town Fun Tax be given to the Pati a6 ae a 


Akote. The following members voted in favour of the proposition :— 


on and 
Lessrs. D. 
Pillay, Märoti Kurtä ji and E. C. Rich, Chairman. And the following it :-— 
Messrs, Go Govind, Bhagwan Méniiji i, Bankat Bhavanidds. The —_ 
was carried by the “ satin tk vote of the O The Committee, it ap 
thought the — to be incomplete and considered. the subject again on 
bK the Chotmane. of te Ganguen Wenleipaiiy‘r' 

unici 0 0 of the Sheogaon Municipality tha 
the Path of 5 — 14 the Town Fund of that place and that he is 
paid remuneration at Rs. 8 cent. on the collection made by him, and re- 
solved by a majority that the Police Patil of Sheogaon be intrusted with the 
collection of the Town Fund Tax for 1890-91 and that in future years the Police 
Patil be also intrusted with the collection of the Town Fund.” Both these reso- 
lutions are as they stand at variance with Seotion 146 of Municipal Law 
and Rule 10 made under it. The Police Patil is Mr. Méruti Kurtäji who is a 
member of the oy ial Honorary Secretary thereof. He can accept 
no contract from the Mun under rng, Ms 1 section. If he chooses 
to have the contract especie his place as 2 member. It is 
— more to n wondered at that such a pro which was in itself illegal 
was allowed to be moved by Mr. Maruti 55 himself, the Vice-Chairman 

i and the Chairman ang by his casting vote. We are informed 
year the collection was made 05 5 servants and the work — 
tiafactorily, This year too — 2 — when considering their 
1-92, intended to get the work done through municipal servants, and 
Wen d any aznount fr bing give x commit t he Pal forth 
con 817 


But a few days after, some members changed their * 

majority such an 1 The Committee have = : 

future Committees to get Town Fund rr 
Commissioner and the } Bale 

they nave 1 compe rr 
Sheogaon cipality have sent a protest resolution 
I to be hoped the f the 

set aside. 


G. M. SATHE, 
Reporter on the Native Prem 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
let April 1891. 
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The Mahdrdehtra Vritt 
Moda Vritt oe 
Ni 1 
Naa Vrice 
Nydya Sindùunu 

hari Mitré ... 
Poona Vaibhav ... 


Ratnikar ... ae 

Satyé Shodhak ... 

Saty’ Sadan... 
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Shri Shivaji 

Shubh Suchak ... | 
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Sumant and Satyn Sudha 
Suryodayé... eee ee 
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The Ahmedabad Times 


* eee eee 

» A'ryk Dharm Prakdsh 

„ Rombay Samachar 

9? Broach Mitra eee 
Broach Samachar 
Buddhi Prakésh ... 
Chdnak ... 
Deshi Mitra a 
Dnydn Vardhak 
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Gap Sap ... 
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Kaira Vartaman . 
Kaside Mumbai ... 
Kithidwér Times... 
Kelavni i. ase 
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Guzana'ti—continued. 
The Saty’ Mit 
— 


. i Shu wi a 


Sneha Sindhu 

Stri Bodh... 

Stri Mitra ion 
Svadesh Bandhu ... 
Svadesh Vateal ... 
Udichya Hitechchhu Patra 
Vidnydn Vilés ... a 
Vidya Kalpalatika 

Vidya Mitra ae 
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» Lok Bandhu 
„ Nasik Ranjini 
„ satya Vritt 10 
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The Shri Siddheshvar 4 ave 


Hindi. 
The Bhaérata Bhrata ... 
„ Brdhma Patrika ... 5er 
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The Mahomedan Herald 
Uno. 
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Votes. — A. The notices from the different Newepapere have been collected in the Report under different heads 


which are printed in i 


N The names of Newepapere 
paper ia the above liet ia printed in brackets after the name, 


ular words Ban 1 
saent i ft st 
4— out, err 


Tn. 
— 1 T. 
tion of 
amen ge Sate ares meee nee 


are printed in the body of the Report in italics, and the aumber of the News. 
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Part I. Politics and the Public Administration. 


1. The Mabdrdehir’ Mitra (46), in its issue of the 26rd 12 publishes a 
31 intended for Her Im Queen 
ue Queen Victor Victoria, in which the Empress a to 
visit to to witness personally her Indian 
nnn —— cal ein, enh how 
for want of remunerative work and encouragement and denied 
— og though repeatedly prayed for. 


2. The Kaieer-i-Hind (85), in its issue of the 19th April, observes et | 
er * 1 + an K. delivered at 
Remarks on the resolution ag few ys ago, i dian administration 
1 3 „e his Indian to 
taſlordshire ng Lord Nen f 161 This 
Cross, Secretary of State for Dave very success 1 ogee wever 
India. far from the truth, as, in the first place 22 
administrators of India are the Viceroy, the be 
and Lieutenant-Governors, and the Secretary of State has only to au their 
work; but in doing 80 he has — 45 su ported the views of those even 
when they were mistaken. Cross’ tenure of office not a single act 
has been done which has pleased the — while many of his measures have 
disappointed them. The — thas he ve of reducing the enhanced duty on 
salt has not yet been f He has declined to grant elective franchise to 
our Legislative Councils and has introduced a Bill which stands in opposition to 
that proposed by Mr. Bradlaugh. Much has been said against the 4bké4ri policy 
of Government, but Lord Cross has not removed the hardships of the people in 
that direction. He has shown a leaning towards the — * cotton manu - 
facturers in their selfish agitation to crush the Indian mill industry. He 
— only a few weeks ago his indifference to the well-being of this 
high oft 1 4 eee most 1 A Nr. and 4 be 
to go home on short leave, withou posts, passed 
* House of Lords. These are some of the instances showing that Lord Oross 


does not deserve the honour which the resolution seeks to — upon him. 
3. In alluding to the serious Cesare ener against Captain E. H. Mages 


a Gladstonian-Li Member — 5 
Serious charges against Mr. E. S. W. De Cobain, Conservative Member 3 
Captain B. H. Verney and Belfast (East), the Gujardté (81), in ite issue of the 
D April, observes:On h that warrants had 
been issued for their arrest both the accused have fled 
the country, and this circumstance leads one to surmise that there is some truth 
in the allegations made against them. These and other instances of immorality 
in high circles among Englishmen at home which have recently come to light, 
show that the standard of . in India is decidedly superior to that prevail - 
ing in England. 


4. The Hindusthdn * in * issue of the 19th April, observes :—The 
British Indian subjects h ag a opinion of the morality of the Members 
of Parliament till very — ut moral acts of which Sir Charles Dilke 
and Mr. Parnell Bog been 4.4 ae effected a material change in their 
opinion. We pray Her Imperial Majesty the Queen to take severe notice of similar 
immoralities and declare those oy of — to be ineligible for a seat in 
Parliament. The Gujardé Darpan (80), in its issue of the same date, observes :— 
Some of the — wis make reflections on the natives of India and 
other countries by observing t immorality prevails among them, will 
do wale lio teak aoa ates e 


5. The /ndw Prabdeh (18), in its issue of the 20th April, writes 
Justice Scott has after all retired K Ho vee 
He was 


12 Court Judge, for a 
2 * . among we for 
Beach aud th veins in peal 
of the 


oon &823-—2 


+ 1 the confidence and 1 
i ow that a permanent vacan 
1 will not be overlooked. * 


6. The Kaiser-i-Hind (85), in its issue of the 19th April, observes:— Mr. 

ö John Nugent, after working as Chief Secretary for 

d bre . many years, is about to charge of one of the 

“Divisional Commissionerships. It is doubtful whether 

any other officer would have spent so many years in the 

hard-worked Secretariat. In his new office he will have less onerous duties to 

perform, but will gain experience which will strengthen his claims to a seat 

on the local Executive Council. Mr. Nugent is an able and conscientious 

officer, who has since his joining the Secretariat always appointed under him 
deserving men without distinction of caste or creed, promoting them 

3 their merits. His subordinates have always been glad to serve under 


7. The Belgaum Samdohdr (28), in its issue of the 20th April, while 
oi ei, thts 1 the = of wy * Muir as Collector 
8 2 gaum, on the eve of his departure on two years 
hie - * furlough, says :—On his appointment as Collector of 
Belgaum the people were very uneasy at the re 
being of a flery temperament, but he took charge of his duties they 
preciate his disposition and have gradually become satisfied with it. 
patient and laborious in the performance of his duties, and is 
and punctual in despatching his work. He knows all his subordinates and their 
worth and does not, like other people, depend upon his Chitnis alone. It is his 
practice to settle beforehand the programme of his movements on the circuit 
and to publish it for the information of the 2 and he seldom it 
subsequently. His subordinates are satisfied with him and have receiv — 
motions according to their claims. He knows the petty Jäghirdärs in his 
lectorate and has regard for them. His reports to Government in the matter of 
remissions to the cultivators have been satisfactory both to Government and the 
rayats. In short, he is a typical Collector, and we wish him a pleasant journey 
.— a speedy return to us with renewed vigour, not as Collector but as Divisional 
ommissioner. 


8. The Jdme Jamehed (84), in its issue of the 28rd April, says: — The 

A 5 figures of the salt revenue for 1890-91 have been 
aia” nee me yecently published, showing that the large amount of 
799 Jas of rupees was realized this year. This is 


an unusually large income from this source, but has been realised at a heavy sacri- 
fice of the important interests of the public. In spite of the growth of the 


E during the last five years, 1886-87 to 1890-91, there has a decrease 
the consumption of salt. In the latter the consumption was less 


than in the former year by 452,000 maunds. Lord Dufferin’s Government 
had not made the mistake of raising the salt-duties, the consumption would 
have increased in 2 to the 12 of the population, up the 
revenue to about I. by this It has now become quite that 
the salt-duties ought to be reduced in the interests of the public, a prayer 
to that effect was submitted by the recent of the Indian National 


but it was negatived by Government, thereby sorely disappointing 


the ©. Injustice of this nature is likely to be perpetrated until the 
pone gt sar in sata, and ont on te g of . 
country. 


7 


Biyépu 
grieva of 1 

4 — on — Aen 
ern Mardtha Railway, 
sidered ansatisfactory. — 

and unobjectionable; but the lies about the two other incon 
complained of are not so and look rather evasive. Seeing 
of retiring accommodation in third class carriages produces be | 
the health of the it is surprising that the pleas of its not being 
“usual to provide such accommodation and of the Railway Company finding 
it a matter of expenditure” to supply the convenience have been 
advanced by His Excellency. The * 1 about long and frequent stoppages 
did not meet with proper attention. His Excellency, however, promised to 
bring the matters to the notice of the Railway Company, and, if the assertions 
of the petitioners be found to be correct, to try to induce the Company to 
meet their wishes. Thus the redress of the grievances of the petitioners is to 
depend upon the good graces of the Railway Company, which, it is not 
improbable, might plead its inability to do so. Should such a result follow, His 
Excellency the Governor would be found fault with. It would have been better 
had the petitioners been informed by His Excellency that their grievances were 
such as could not be removed. Such a reply would have been more satis-. 
factory than the evasive one received by the petitioners. [The Satyavakta 
(120) of the 24th April expresses similar sentiments. | 


10. The Daydn Prakdsh (12), in its issue of the 28rd April, states that 
a compounder of Sir Jamsetji Jeejeebhoy Hospital 
Alleged injustice to a oom · at Bombay, by name Govind Ganesh Käkde, was fined 
—— phe J. J. — Rs. 3 by the House Surgeon for making up without 
Excellency Lord’ Harris in his permission a prescription written by Dr. Bahdé- 
the matter. durji for an indoor patient, and having failed to obtain 
from Surgeon Gray, Senior Surgeon, redress of his 
* resigned his appointment and appealed to Government in the matter, 
ut received a reply to the effect that Government saw no reason to interfere 
with the orders already passed by the authorities. The paper disapproves of this 
7 saying that Government do not ap to have made necessary enquiries, 
as they have not called for the compounder’s explanation, and ag ge rene | 
His Excellency Lord Harris to call for the papers in the case and to be pl 


to make amends to the unfortunate man. 


11. In alluding to the conviction of the accused Bachu Haji Abdulla on 
a charge of murder by causing the deaths of five 
The sale of atrychnia in the persons in Kämbekar Street on 22nd January last, 
8 at the current Criminal Sessions of the Bombay ae 
proper safeguards. Oourt, the Bombay Samdchdr (94), in its issue of the 
22nd April, 14 the Bombay polioe deserves great 
credit for unravelling what appeared at first a confounding mystery and obtain - 
ing satisfactory evidence that has convincingly brought home the crime to the 
accused and secured his conviction, and observes:—The jury in this case has 
tightly drawn the attention of the Court to the facility with which a deadl 
poison like strychnia is sold in the bazar without record of any kind. It 
was de in Court that this 
and this raises the fear that 
common than is believed 


quite 


ison was sold like any ordinary drug or article, 
— its use for the — of murder was more 


be. It is, therefore, desirable that the sale of 


N should be at once controlled under proper safeguards. It would be well 
to limit its sale to licensed vendors of ous drugs and to insist upon a record 


being kept of its sales. [The Adr Soddgar (92), in its issue of the same date, 
— einsilan — 


12, The KAdndesh Chitragupta (48), in ite issue of the 10th April, says 
ie Dunn that intense heat of the weather at Dhulia has 
n given rise to an epidemic in which persons suddenly 


* 


8 | 


regrets that the clerks tempo: * inted to 
work have not been for 
nineteen days of the second month have ela 
says that immense inconvenience is caused to 


pees 
e Need Pe rah 0 1 pril, observes that no traces have a 
2 rr 
robberies have given rise to a sense of insécurity of life and 
among the rich, and that the police officers should therefore be more 
in the performance of their du : 


the Herhante Caves. ook and take their food in, and it is to be hoped that 
some sort of convenience will be provided. In the ce of the Hindu 
rer ephanta to the caves from bei 
in any way mutilated, lads sit upon the idol in one of these caves 


and at turning ro and it is said that grown up Euro also do 
amar. In deference to Hindu feelings such desecration ought to be pro- 
hibited, and European visitors should be warned not to hurt the feelings of the 


16. A correspondent of the Jdme Jamshed (8%), in its issue of the 22nd 

April, says that in spite of the closing of two hundred 

sonlesed canse of increased liquor shops in Berdr, exclusive of the Bésim district, 

— I Berér. weine the &bkéri revenue, which brought in last year ten 

lakhs of rupees, has this year realised eleven läkha, 

and that this result is to be attributed to one and the same being 

contractor for liquor and toddy, who encourages the sale of liquor at the expense 

: that of toddy, increasing thereby the consumption of and mischief from the 
ormer, 


Part II.— Education, 


17. The Bombay Samdchdr (94), in its issue of the 28rd April, approves of 

the amendments made by the Senate of the Bombay 

brad University Bit“ University in the draft University Bill as the 
Bombay University epproved, qUalification for . and election of Fellowe 


by cumulative voting expresses a hope that the 
Bill will now be soon into law. 9 


18, The Poona Vaibhav (08), while alluding in its issue of the loch Ap 
| | to the alleged discontinuance of a t of Nu. 750 
Discontinuance of a grant- which the new English school at Wei in the Sdtdra 
imeid to 1 = — . — received — eee 
2 cortain Departmen some years remarks ;—Govern 
satek ehéeda not have WHbheld 1h 2288 
0 


) 
‘ 


Pant II1.—Municipalities. 


19. mm by „ the 2 of 
unicipal Corporation, Bombay, on | 
Properties ofBombey. of increasing the of the Bombay 7 3 
police changes of Bombay. = force, the Kombay Samdohdr (94), in its issue of 
20th April, says:— When the municipal administration of the of Bombay was 
in the of Government, it was complained that the municipal funds were 
re liked, or just as the Govern- 
ment di them to spend these funds, and a 2 
on the shoulders of the municipal tax-payer. The concession of self. 
government was therefore hailed with genuine joy, as it was believed that the 
eoncession would eff remove the complaint. However, to this day 
matters have not improved in the least; the Corporation is called upon by Gov- 
ernment to incur or pay certain ex and the former submits to the and 
either because it is supported by a clause in the Municipal Act or because the Cor- 
ration thinks it but meet to ay * the Government. For a few sag 9d ys the 
unicipality has been treated by Government like a rich Corporation, and several 
burdens that were formerly borne by Government itself have been transferred 
to its shoulders. This treatment has been several times protested against by us, 
producing however little or no effect. The letter from Government to the 
ration above alluded to is written in the same old spirit. The contribution of 
ninety thousand rupees per annum hitherto made by Government towards the 
cost of the police is to be continued for two years more and then to be stopped; 
but this allotment being in lieu of the proceeds of the local tax on oleae 
and Abkäri, it seems strange that no mention of this arrangement should have 
been made in the letter of Government. Government should be reminded of 
these taxes, which legitimately belong to the Corporation, and the latter should 
be prepared to take legal measures fortheir recovery from Government if an 
unsatisfactory reply is received from the authorities in connection with them. 
[The Jdme Jamehed (84) and the Akkddre Soddgar (92), in their issues of the 
same date, express similar sentiments. The Jdme adds that there is no necessity 
for making any addition to the police force, as the population of the city has 
not os to the recent census increased to such an extent as to justify any 
increment. 


Part IV. Native States. 


20. The Poona 8 (08), in 8 — of the — * — = 
5 anipur, though isolated, ap rom its name 

nnr . Manipuris, though 
Hindus, as our enemies on account of their having 
risen against our Government. There is, however, one circumstance in connection 
with the recent outbreak in that State which is of some interest and it is this, 
that the outbreak is likely to remove the impression, which has been created by 
the fact of no Hindu State having raised its head since 1857, that the Hindus 
are of no more consequence than worms. Though the State of Manipur is small, 
it has shown that i ple are not such as will submit to any pressure that 
may be put on them. There is not the least likelihood of the Manipuris achieving 
success fn their present hostilities, but it is some consolation that the Jubraj has not 
brought into discredit by cowardly conduct, as was done by the King of 
Kashmere, His Highness Malhdrrio Gäikwär and Theebaw, who showed that 

the Hindus possessed no valour at all. Formerly when there was 
in the country some States joined one side and some the other, but under the rule 
of the British peo e nothing of the kind is possible and every Chief is leading a 
quiet life in the enjoyment of his own State. Under these ciroumstances no one 
will consider it an insignificant that a small State like Manipur should 
have made itself bold to confront the British Government. Downfall is as inevi- 
is to an individual, and itis vain to suppose that the 
moment the most flourishing on the face of 
Every nation iteelf from 

ed if it allows iteelf to by 

admitted that the Manipuris have preserved their 


10 


Though their resources are limited, they have ready for action g 
with a fairly large number of guns. It is beyond 
so the State will be totally defeated by the British 


to rival a strong enemy, but it is 
one 22 ed 4 be ag og LE. 
t ore deserve — or bei 
death over degradation. Since nobody — 
safety without cause, the Manipuris have evidently been sub- 
ion of some sort or other by the British Government, and 
10, it 1 to the latter. Manipur being far removed from us 
e cannot know accurately the real cause of the present hostilities, but infer. 
ence cannot be altogether unreliable. However, we do not pro to say 
ye. more for the 14 We only hope that the British Government 
ill soon be free from the impending trouble and will rule over us without any 
uneasiness. 


21. The Sudhdrak 08), in — issue 1 1. ng 211 — pe would 
3 premature to definitely fix the blame of the Mani- 
au on the rising a4 pur rising on any particular n, though it appears 
| yond all doubt that Mr. Quinton and his men acted 
very rashly and that Mr. Grimwood throughout showed himself to be an abeo- 
lutely unfit Political Agent. But, howsoever the 1 1 A the rising 
may be ultimately distributed, one thing is certain—that the Ara ja and the 
Sendpati of Manipur have acted not only with incredible folly but also with 
great treachery, and that their fate is therefore sealed. They have had the 
asto resumption to beard the British Lion, and they have only to thank 
themselves if they are made to experienve the fury of that noble animal. 


22. The Dudu Prakish (12), in its issue of the 20th April, writes :—The 
Calcutta correspondent of the Bomsay Gazette in his 

Circumstances which led telegraphic report of the 16th instant says: A tele- 
to the massacre of t., Man. gram from Kohima states that the troops which went 
— g to arrest — in his palace killed in the fighting 
which followed, evidently by mistake, some children 

and women relatives of the Jubraj. This may partially account for the ferocity 
which he displayed towards his European captives.” The italics are our own. 
Now if the information from Kohima be true, and if we interpret it correctly, 
it means that during the time (¢.¢., from daybreak to 7 P.M. on the 24th ultimo) 
the attack on the Jubraj’s palace lasted—an aggressive and offensive measure 
initiated under the orders of Mr. Quinton himself for the —— of effecting 
the capture of the Mahärä ja in consequence of his having failed to comply with 
the — of the previous evening— the lamentable incident referred to 
above took place; in short, the lamentable incident must have taken place during 
the day time. The troops which took part in the attack were all of them 
Native troops, but they were under the direct control of their European officers, 
and we cannot understand how they could have been allowed even to molest, 
still less to kill outright, children and women—whether they were relatives of the 
Mahirija or his dependents. The fact that the victims are alleged to have been 
the relatives of the Maharaja intensifies the enormity of the offence. The object 
of the attack was to effect the capture of the Mahäräja, and it is inconceivable 
that the ladies and children of the Jubraj's family could have offered any resist- 


ance to the troops. Then again it is impossible to conceive what the ex on 
“evidently by mistake means. 


Are we to understand that the children and 
women were mistaken for adult males bent upon, or capable of, offering resist- 
ance? Or are we to understand that when the troops killed the children and 
women, knowing them to be such, they were not aware that their victimes 
were the relatives of the Mahdrdja? From our point of view it is absolutely 
immaterial whether the victima were or were not relatives of the ; the 
simple fact that the victims were children and women is sufficient to brand the 
deed in the way it deserves to be in the eyes of the civilized world. And it is not 
at all improbable that the massacre of the British Mission was not partially but 
— due, if not wholly, to this lamentable incident. A large portion of 


f 


sincerity 
officially announced, is to pu 


else need apprehend any molestation at the hands of the av army, and 
that ar i to the life and property of the people of the Manipur State will be 


scrupulously avoided. We trust that this declaration will be most strictly 


given effect to by the officers commanding the three columns now assembled for 
the purpose. 


23. The Indu Prakdek (18), in its issue of the 20th April, writes :—The 


r tem = 4 —7 — 4 that are now a a 
2 a üpur outbreak give cause to suspect that 
ae 22 the fault of the recent catastrophe is not all on the side of 
the Manipuris. The death of Mr. Quinton and his 
party is indeed to be greatly regretted. It is also true, as has been contended by 
a contemporary, that no contumaciousness of a Native Chief towards the para- 
mount power is to be tolerated. But the question arises how far the action of 
the British officers on the spot was contributory to the fatal results. The 
accounts published leave no doubt that the whole expedition was planned with 
an offensive object. A detachment of troops was left a few miles from 
Manipur, and an English officer was ordered to keep himself in readiness to 
return to the camp with a guard of 80 men. At the Residency on the occasion 
of the first darbir a more than usually strong guard was arrayed at the back of 
the Residency. At the darbär a British officer was made to sit by the side of 
each Manipuri present. Enquiries were made about the Jubraj, and the Mahé- 
ru ja, after waiting for two or three hours, had to depart without being presented 
to the Chief Commissioner. These facts did not escape the notice of the 
Manipuris, and it is not surprising that they understood them as indications of 
hostile intentions against the Jubra}. If the Manipuris did not attend any of 
the subsequent darbdrs, they did what most intelligent persons would do under 
the circumstances, and they can hardly be blamed for not having surrendered 
the Jubraj of their own accord to be made a prisoner. The offensive was taken 
by the British officers in the first instance, as the Mahärä ja himself subsequently 
remarked. The Manipuris in self-defence retaliated. They had the advanta 
of the British both in point of numbers and defensive position, and they not only 
successfully defended themselves, but completely routed their assailants, Why 
did the British ofſtwers commence hostilities against such odds? Contempt of 
the enemy and abounding confidence in oneself lead invariably toa fall. Even 
after the attack there was a succession of blunders, relieved only by individual 
heroism as that of Mrs. Grimwood. The ill-fated expedition seems to have been as 
if deliberately led to destruction. The Manipuris did indeed a wicked act in killing 
the British officers who had gone to them under a flag of truce, but their acts under 
vocation and the excitement and flush of victory cannot be too finely weighed. 
y did the British officers deliberately put their lives in jeopardy ? er, it 
is at least doubtful whether the prisoners met their death at the hands of the in- 
furiated soldiery or by the orders of any responsible officer. Mr. Williams’ account 
abeolves the Mahdrdja and his higher officers of complicity, and even re- 
presents the Mahdrdja as having expressed qe The British Government has 
ed that their hostility is not with the 1 a but with the —— 
rulers. The offending rulers might retort that their is not with the British 
Government but with the officers who attacked them, and that in respect of the 
latter they only exercised the right of self-defence, a right which oe — 
and peasant alike under the laws of Her Majesty the — These 
tions we put down here not with a view to mitigate the offence of the Manipuris. 


* 


by the Manipuris ; how far 

e instructions they had received, and whether the 
Manipuris were results of accident or wilful malice. 
be made in the relative guil 


to be noted. On the whole, there is every reason to be circumspect, judicious 
and moderate, and to be careful not to be carried away by the general frenzy. 


24. The Native (15), in its issue of the 23rd April, requests 
Government not to be led away by the selfish clamour of Anglo-Indian news- 
papers for the annexation of the — State. The Government, adds the Peper, 
should carefully enquire into the cause of the disturbance and ascertain whether 
the Manipuris are solely responsible for it, or whether the British soldiers had 
done anything to exasperate their feelings, It should also be considered whether 
the mismanagement at Manipur has been such as to justify its annexation. The 
mere fact of the massacre of some Euro officers is not a sufficient reason for 
the annexation of the State. The act in itself is, indeed, most culpable, but it is 
sufficient to adequately punish only those who took a leading part in it. The 
subjects of the ipur State do not all hate the British, and have been 
always willing to keep friendly relations with them, The sole cause of misman- 
agement in that State is the domestic quarrel between the Raja and his brother 
for the ion of the throne, and the Government will do justice to the State 
by — who has superior claims to the gddi, 


25. Ina n “ee the — (4), > 4 issue of the 19th 
vo pril, writes:—Your Anglo-Indian contemporaries, 
1 n as is their wont, have recommended annexation, 
pure and simple, In the present temper of military 

counsel at Simla the step is more likely to be resolved upon not, But 
the Viceroy, as a responsible administrator of the country as a whole, ought to 


judge for himself whether such an extreme step is in the first place pens 
able, and secondly, advisable. The annexation of Burma has added to 
our responsibilities to a very extent, the expenses of whose tration 
are yet far ahead of revenue. The question, therefore, whether preparations on 


ported to have been contemplated are expedient in the 
present financial ciroumstances of the country, with a bare estimated surplus 
of 11 lakhs, with opium revenue going down and ex not | 
is one which ought to be decided on more points than one. We have 
helpless ex- outta, Whose claims ta be 
might be fi bly considered at such a juncture. 


such a large scale as are re 


up. 


the 
In 
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REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BERA’R, FOR THB 
ia, WEEK ENDING 25rn APRIL 1891. 


Liat of Newspapers published in Berdr. 


Names of Newspapers. 
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Anero- Man' ri. 


The Pramod Sindhu ves woe] Omrdwati (Amréoti).. 
„ Vaidarbh ... 500 we col ED eve “a 
„ Varhäd (Berär) Samächär „„ ax a 


Mara’ tal. 


The Shetakari ... ‘iii one soo] Umrdwati (Amrdoti).. 
„ Shuddha Varhädi. oes „% GED 


A correspondent, writing to the Pramod Sindhu (1) in its issue of the 
17th April, reports that a meeting of school boys was 
Protection to Indian piece- held in the High School building at Amräoti on the 
goods and the solemn ura, 11th idem, at which the subject of protection to 
. * native cloth was discussed and about forty-three 
students solemnly affirmed that unless * by 

sheer necessity they would not use foreign piece-goods. 


G. M. SA’THP’, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
th April 1891. 


REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THB BOMBAY PRBSIDBNCY 
For the Week ending and May 1891. 


List of Newspapers and Periodicals 


i 


Place of publication. 


1 420 
2 000 
3 300 
4 800 
5 410 
6 

700 
7 250 


888 


888 


58885 


oe 
8 


> 


P9999 99 


o 
9 


i 


SESSSeSEESEEE8 882885 


SSP PSS SSeS * 


82285 


* ung R, FOR THE 


ant 
4222 — 


sti). | 'fonthly 
: Weekly 


U 
— — A tee 


Dau (i) in its issue of the 


aneeurg of school boys was 
Mildin: at Amräoti on the 
N subject of protection to 
90 and about fort three 

that ualess 3 * by 


4 


NM. SATHE, 
porter on the Native Press. 


c NAR CAs IR ts 


REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THB BOMBAY PRESIDBNCY 
For the Week ending and May 189]. 


List of Newspapers and Periodicals 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. | Edition. 


E 


ee Weekly eee 

eee Dail eee 
| W tale 

..| Bi-weekly 


Nai 


88888 
—— 
— 


Es 


| Weekly ... 
6 Do. eee 


Native Opinion ... 
Prabhdker 


8888 


errrrrr- 
8888 85 


— 


sbs 88 


8 


pF 


SS 


a 


— 


3 S228 2 8888882288 ESSBBSSS E882 


S „„ 


rE 
gs 


Sudhékar oot 
Sumant and Satyé Sudha 


a POY PPE EPPE EPPO yx 


5 
Ee 
73 F 
= 


SPSEELLaKTESSRSSESSE 


233 
siz 


...| Monthly ... 
Weekly 

eee eee eee ee — Do. eee 
Vritt Sudha ece eee ee eee eee 24 Do. eee 
Vydpdrottejak 0.0 ce as “ és ..| Fortnightly 


Ave1io-GusaRra'Tl. | 


123222 38238833882882 8888s 88 886688 


SSB 


350 
250 
200 
2,450 
750 
500 
1,600 
2,503 
1,680 
600 
300 


GuyaRa'?). 


The Ahmedabad Times 
Aiab 


8828382232282 


= 

out o 

- +. 

ss 
— 
S 


Hindusthdén ca — 
Kaira Khetiwddi Patra ... 
Kaira Vartamén ... — 
Kidside Mumbai ... 
Kithidwdr Times 


sé 


285888222 


a | 


88882821 


8 
33 32 333333333 


JJC 8 oo 
Manz rn AND Ka‘NARESB. 
The Shri Siddheshvar eee eee eee Bagalkot iis re Weekly a 150 


Ane.o-Urpu. 
The Mahomedan Her allt ses inl man 1 * 300 


Undo. 


The Akhbäre Ratan Prakdsh ee pa: 33 
144 [„ Charkhäri Akhbdr 6 ...| Rew4h... ee 21 
145 | „ Dhar State Gasette . Dhér ... 270 
146 „ Eh-ti-shamul — Jhowra ... „ Jhowra 90 64 
147 „ Gwalior Gazette .. 5 = ...| Gwalior see 0 850 
148 92 Jouhar eee eee eee ees Bombay eee eee + eee 
149 „ Kuahful Akhbér... * sain „ a on 200 

PERSIAN. | 

180 | The Iklil io ee ee ee cc “ee a oe 100 


Exellian, Mana“ rni Au D Hindi. 
15) The Pandit eee eee eee eee eee Bombay eee eee Weekly eee eee 1,075 


Exdtlan, Manni Aub GuJaRa'TI. 


152 | The Baroda Vata! „„ | Baroda ee) 8 900 
Smoi. 
183 The Ma win · i- Majma - i- Mahammadi Karachi ai. ee re a ae 360 
154 2 Muin-ul-Ialéra eee eee eee eee Do. eee eee Do, eee eee 290 
185 [„ Sind Sudhér ies 4 1 „ „„ i 650 
AN@LO- PORTUGUESE. 


1s OA lo-Lusitano ** * * Bom * eee Weekly eee eee 1 
187 | Q 2 Britannico eee eee eee — eee eee Do. eee ees 1 


TT LR — ———— — — — — — — —— 
Votes. — A. The notices from the different Newspapers have been collected in the Report under different heads 


which are printed in italics. 
are printed in the body of the Report in italics, and the number of the News. 


. The names of Newspapers 
paper in the above list is 1 in brackets after the name. 


©, The aya List cl the Bombay Prendeney. One pool the Re is the ame as that ad 
Otfloial Spelling List of the One peouliar feature of 29 r yee Oe 
4% W. letter of « word, the F ke out, and the shorts a (A u in 8888 to prevent 
. 8 — — te UI well known Bee . 
a 
eee Winter tee ' 


. 
Part I.—Politice and the Public Adminietration. 


1, The Chanddnehsu (25), in its issue of the 26th A says :—Externally 
b condition of India. r to prevail in India, but internally the coun- 
— is not at rest. This fact cannot be well proved by 
a Native; a f — can do it — Englishmen act high-handedly 
and unjustly with the Natives, and yet we call them just and profess our loyalty 
to them. 1 test the correctness of the above assertions one has only to ascer- 
tain the objects of the various movements that are set up by the people 
throughout the eountry. The attempts that are being made in several places 
by the educated people to get arbitration courts show that the people are tired of 
the costliness of the justice dispensed by British courts, which have gradually 
reduced the country to poverty. Government assist the people in getting the 
arbitration courts, but do not make any exertions to improve their own courts of 
justice. His Imperial Highness the Czarewitch is said to have addressed a letter 
to his august father, giving an account of his travels in India, and in it the 
Prince has stated that the people in India are ground down under the burden of 
taxation in the-form of stamp duties for suits, petitions, partition deeds, receipts 
and other transactions, and that they entertain no regard for their rulers. It is 
not a good thing that there should be so much discontent in the country, 
as it might lead to serious consequences one day. British statesmen ought to 
pay particular attention to this state of things. 


2. The Phaeniz (5), in its issue of the 22nd April,writes:—The Commons 
of England have displayed praiseworthy solicitude 
_ Solicitude of the Commons for the moral well-being of the people by passing 
in England for the si, Tesolutions on the Contagious Diseases Act, the ébkdri 
— rn system and the opium trade. Such a succession of 
beneficent legislation on behalf of India shows un- 
mistakably that neither considerations of revenue nor false ideas of uphold- 
ing the dignity of the Indian Government could induce the House of Com- 
mons, to overlook moral considerations that ought to weigh with every Gov- 
ernment that is based on the good-will of the people. The House of Commons 
now and then prove to the world that they recognise not only in theory that 
righteousness exalteth a nation, but that they are willing to apply it to prac- 
tical politics whenever there are sufficient grounds for such an interference, 
That the resolution was carried by a narrow majority need not detract from 
its worth. It is calculated to do immense good to the cause of humanity, 
and in view of the thick mass of ignorance that prevails in England in re- 
gard to Indian questions and the general opinion that obtains in that coun 
that the Indian Government is free from any blemishes, it is a matter for 
congratulation that even a bare majority could be found to 1 a motion 
which would cause no small perplexity to the Indian Finance Minister. Sir 


John Pease and his coadjutors are entitled to the thanks of the public. It is a 
significant sign of the times that the Parliament is often called upon to worthily 
discharge ite duty as the highest appellate authority in Indian affairs. To those 
of the educated in India who consider that the British Government has no 
responsibility in regard to the moral regeneration of this country, and that it will 
hesitate to remove misery, vice and degradation or will countenance aves preven, 


this would serve as a warning that the heart of the British nation needs only to 

be roused to the sufferings of the people, and that it makes a clean sweep of all 

obstacles, however formidable they may be, that stand in the way of its er- 

en arcana of humanity or promoting the happiness of the people com- 
ts care. 


8. The Subodd Patrika (17), in its issue of the 26th April, writes ;—The 
resolution of the House of Commons condemning the 


Remarks in connection opium policy of the Government of India is being 
me yt cme of the A much cule by 
the the Government 
which generall 
politica, than its 
cy was received two years ago, Yet while the old resolution was ee 
a majority of ten only, the present one was supported by three times 
don 328-9 
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i this 
best legislative a ity in the Empire, and thus to detract from 
go to make up loyalty. We believe, however, that in spite 
: remonstrances efforts will be made to carry out the views 
Commons as far and as early as possible, as has been done i 
of the 4bk4ri question. Of course, in the present case the difficulties am 
greater, because a revenue of some six krors of ru has to 
before the opium traffic could be stopped altogether, and in this situs. 
the Government of India needs all public sympathy and support; but it 
must, at the same time, be remembered that the cultivation of opium in Ching 
has been gradually, and will be, diminishing this revenue, and that some provision 
against its total disappearance must sooner or later be made, either by curtailing 
expenditure or by to income in some way or other. Of course, taxation in 
ia can hardly admit of an increase in 4 irection, and relief must therefore 
be sought for from some other source. Is thereany such source? We venture 
to think there is one; but it will require a serious effort and much courage j 


the Government of India to ap h it. If it does put forth this exertion, the 
party in the House which has helped 4 the opium resolution will doubtles 
come to its aid, and suggestions are already being made for meeting the revenue 
difficulty. Our idea is that the Government of India should avail itself of this 
opportunity to th hly examine its financial relations with England and 
a ose imperial ¢ including the entire cost of the 
India Office, which are unfairly saddled on this country. There could not be 
more fitting or more favourable mcg age bringing about this great act of 
national justice, or rather for averting this injustice, and we would humbly 
invite the attention of His Excellency Lord Lansdowne and his Council to this 
im t matter. The assumption that China will cultivate its opium, whether 
I sends the supply or not, is not correct, because the Chinese Government 
sanctioned its cultivation when it found itself compelled by the British Gov- 
ernment to receive the Indian drug. So that if this supply is stopped, it is 
more than probable that the Chinese Government will also prohibit its cultiva- 
tion. But if this is not done, the Chinese competition is admittedly under 
mining our opium revenue, so that the need for a substitute is sure to arise 
sooner or later, and hence the sooner permanent measures are taken the better. 


4. The Sind Times (7), in its issue of the 281d April, writes :—So long as 
men like Mr. Caine, Mr. Samuel Smith, and a number of tourist Members of 
Parliament of the same ilk confined their exploitation of India to publishing 
books full of nothing but crude notions of India, her people ml customs, 
and political and social aspirations, we did not greatly object, nor did we con- 
sider it worth while noting their follies, both of speech and pen; but now that. 
these faddists have managed to inoculate the House of Commons with their 
inanities, the time has come when every one who takes more than a theoretic 
interest in the welfare of India should unite in defence of imperilled institutions, 
and revenue resources which immediately touch the pockets of Europeans and 
Natives alike. We have not before us the debate in the Commons which has 
resulted in the opium revenue system of India being chall and con- 
demned by a majority of thirty votes in a by-no-means full House. 
indeed, in an assemblage under one-half the regular number making up the 
House. By what extraordinary mismanagement the Government should have 
allowed its opponents to score so substantial a victory we are not apprised; 
but evidently a surprise was s * the Ministers when it was too late 
to provide an effectual remedy. In the result, the entire system of deriving 
a revenue from the cultivation of the poppy and the manufacture of the drug 


atands condemned, and all the pseudo-religious and pharisai hteoua 
faddists in Parliament are A exceedingly utterly obliv — of * fact 


that, if the Government of India was for a moment to take them and theit 
temporary triumph altogether seriously and abandon the opium monopoly, the 
“poor down-trodden Natives,” with whom they profess to be so + in 
sympathy, would have to be taxed tenfold what they are, in order to make good 


There is only . 
Bove Maly 4 . . the boli 

; ma in to ium monopoly abolition. 

tion of the abandoned 3 duties. Irn, Govern- 


the v pl 
— still “further reducing it,—indeed, they have before now urged its entire 


abolition as they are at present doing in the matter of the opium revenue, and 
yet if this latter goes by the board, it is quite plain that there will be no other 
alternative than to increase the salt duties and make the consumption of salt 
almost prohibitive. We submit that the Government is bound to di this 
vote of the House of Commons. There should be no hesitation out here, and at 
the India Office, in refusing to endorse such an idiotic decree, be the consequences 
what they may. Asa protest from this side, the Governor-General in Council 
ought to declare the impracticability of the step urged upon it by the caucus 
which brought about this vote, and, in order to the war into the opponents’ 
camp, proclaim the re-imposition of the cotton duties. This would probably 
bring Sir J. Pease and the faddists to their senses, whilst it would be a measure 
of retributive justice which every true friend of India would hail with 
rejoicing. 
5. The Phaniz (5), in its issue of the 22nd April, writes:—In con- 
* yoo with the motion 1 3 Pease in the House 
o- Indian newspapers of Commons regarding Indian opium revenue, we 
= * passed in should like to say a word about as: spirit in which it 
ouse of Commons about : * *. ; 

the cultivation of opium in is being criticised by the leading Anglo-Indian papers. _ 
India It is admitted that the measure is very embarrassing. 
There may be difference of opinion as regards the 
wisdom or the practical nature of the resolution, but there can be no justi- 
fication for encouraging the Indian Government to treat the motion with 
contempt or ridicule. If the Government are put in a serious position 
they will explain their difficulty to Parliament, when, perhaps, the resolution 
may be reconsidered. But surely it is not for the Government to } whether 
effect should be given to the motion or not. What would become of the con- 
stitution if the executive were to become the judges of the legislature? Tosay 
that the Government of India are at liberty to take any notice of the resolu- 
tion of the House of Commons or not as they choose, is just the same thing 
as to maintain that a Magistrate or Judge has the option to carry out the Age 
of Consent Act. There must be Judges who think that thenew Act is a bad 
measure, and if there is no N violence there is no crime. Can they on 
that account disregard the law The Government of India may not approve of 
the action of the House of Commons, as they certainly do not, but they can- 
hot defy the wishes of the House. It seems to us very wonderful that a grow- 
ng contempt for Parliamentary institutions is one of the marked traits of 
Anglo-Indian statesmanship. It is forgotten that Parliament is the secret of 
the strength and success of England, and defiance to it is to lay the axe at the 
toot of the stability of the Empire. Anglo-Indian opinion seems to be 80 com- 
absorbed in the contemplation of the might and splendour of the English 
ent that it seems to have forgotten that Parliament has got the power 

0 decide whether the British Indian Empire shall exist or not. 


6. The SudAdrak (18), in its issue of the 27th April, writes :—There is: no 
doubt that dark clouds are fast gathering on the 

asin tattiry intothe present financial horizon of India, With the opium revenue 
td the military — threatened, ex going down, and small frontier 
ee necessary, ware on hand, the Government of India must 1 15 
| not find’ ita financial position very enviable. It is 


interests of the financial solv of % 

W it likes the course or not, should tabs u 

t a commission to enquire into the t state y 

military expenditure. The Nationa 
shrunk from taking up these questions for 


author. 


opposi y * George 
farewell speech at Simla, where, speaking of Sir David Barbour, 
t the mili expenditure of the country is growing withoy 
retiring General thus delivered himself: —“ In the piping times of 
is quiet, the advocates of military forethought military 
under difficulties. What they deem prudence is dubbed military 
vagance. They find themselves set down as 1— ts. Financial cong. 
1 get yh hand.” Bat 
people must be no longer heeded by the Gover. 
ment of Indi ich, i ium revenue is to be regarded as gone, may be 
said to stand on the verge of cial bankruptcy. 


7. The Mahrdtia (4), in its issue of the 26th April, writes :—Evidently 
the Government of India feels the seriousness of the 
mistake it has committed in passing the Age of Con. 
— — sent Act almost without an amendment in the teeth 
of the Age of Consent Act. of the public protest. The Governor-General in Coun. 
cil has deemed it necessary to address a special note 
to district officers in Bengal on the subject of the working of the Act for 
ensuring that “the provisions of the Act will be applied with due care and 
caution.” The Government of India warns “the experienced officers to whom 
alone jurisdiction to enquire and commit for trial is left” not to take action 
“excepton really trustworthy information brought by yo rayne ge who may 
reasonably be presumed to have a knowledge of the facts” and “ that no mere 
icion will be held sufficient to set the law in motion.” In case the Magis 
trate sees reason to distrust the truth of a complaint, he may under Section 22, 
Criminal Procedure Code, postpone the issue of process and either make an enquiry 
himself or direct a subordinate officer to make it. The Government thinks that 
it would be preferable to entrust this enquiry to some experienced Native Magis- 
trate although the law allows such an investigation to be made by a police officer 
not lower in rank than an Inspector. Such a course, it is pointed out, would be 
more agreeable to the feelings of the ay or On the whole, the higher officer 
are asked to watch the working of the Act and to report constantly upon it 
We say this note is a very significant commentary on the contemptuous tone 
adopted by the various speakers on the occasion of the passing of the Act. The 
mind of the Governor-General is not at ease. He feels that by passing the Bill 
into an Act he has preserved the prestige of the Government, but, at the same 
time, inflicted a grievous wrong on the people. He would therefore rather have 
the Act remain a dead letter. [The & (42), in its issue of the 28th April. 
expresses similar sentiments. } 


8. 3 on the same subject, the Bombay Samdohdr (98), in its issue 
of the 27th April, says:—The note addressed by the Government of India © 
the district offtcers in Bangal shows that in passing the Age of Consent Act 
the good of the 2 was desired, and must allay the fears entertained by 
the opponents of the Act that the measure would prove an instrument dl 
annoyance toand persecution of innocent and respectable families, The order 
of the Government of India directing that the investigation, before iss 
of a summons, into a case coming under the Act should be entrusted to 
some experienced Native Magistrate will be read with much gratification, 
removing the objection taken to the Act by the opponents of the measure in 
their memorial to be submitted to Parliament that the new law would prove ® 


source of annoyance to table families. Thesu of the law, boweren 
ex 2 uteati 5 
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Poona Vaibhav 58) and some others, 
some nevels and dramas continue to publish effusions calculated to excite 
religious feelings of illiterate 8 y misrepresenting that the Government 
a to destroy Hinduism. The consequences of such 

might prove very serious, and hence Government should take timely notice of 
their authors by warning them to desist from the dangerous course. 


10. The Nydyadarshak (113), in its issue of the 27th April, 

A majority of the people of Ahmedabad seem to 

The Age of. Consent ‘Aci entertain strong dislike for those reformers who 

= the supported the Age of Consent Bill, because, it is said, 
ngress. 0 2 1 

they have decided not to invite the latter to the 

meetings to be shortly held for electing delegates to the ing Indian 

National Congress, nor to elect any of them as delegates, nor to any of 


them to represent the city if they be elected at a meeting of the reformers. 


11. The Mahritta (4), in its issue of the 26th April, writes :—Those who 
have dubbed themselves, to their own immense satisfac- 
Advice given by social tion, the reformers excellence”? often advise us to do 
ee aie Hig Prag “a this thing or abstain from doing that, and emphasise 
yam a te 2 their words by exclaiming at the top of their voice 
ridiculed. „What will they think of you in England? Fi- 
dently they have convinced themselves that the only 
way to our salvation as a nation lies in so adapting our manners and customs as 
to make them agreeable to English views. They will not allow our reformation 
to proceed on its own lines. They would divert, twist and turn it so as to run 
on ‘English lines. They advise the opponents of the Consent Age Act to stop 
their agitation, and especially not to take it to England. For they warn us, 
“ Englishmen will not be prepared to listen to you. To them the idea of marriage 
with a girl of ten or twelve will simply appear horrible, and they would kick a 
speaker off the platform if he were to put in a plea for such practices.“ But we fail 
to see the harm of asking Englishmen to help us to the abrogation of a law which 
breaks faith with the people, which has been passed against the protests of an 
overwhelming majority of the ple, and which was required to be considerabl 
amended even by those who called themselves its best sup We will — 
Englishmen if publio opinion is thus to be set aside, especially in such a delicate 
religious question, where our rulers are not likely to be cognisant of all its bearings. 
We will ask whether the solemn promise contained in the Queen’s Proclamation 
not to interfere with the religious practices of the people is to be explained away 
50 as to justify acts like the present one. We will ask Englishmen if they are 
prepared to set about modifying Indian manners and customs and religious 
practices with a light heart. English opinion can, at best, exercise an educative 
and persuasive effect upon us. It cannot and should not aim further than this. 
It ought not to try ite hand at coercion as it has done in the recent instance. 
Already have the Hindus and Mahomedans become very sensitive. They have 
got seriously alarmed about the attitude of Government in regard to religious 
matters. A belief is gaining ground (and who will say that it is unreasonable ? 
that our morality will be judged by the English standard and condemn 
accordingly, The present attempt is only the thin end of the wedge. The new 
— dai on put upon the Magna Charta of India will cover much further 
interference than has already taken place, and the Viceroy has already given an 
— to our reformers to ask for more. The mischief of this is self- 
eviden 


12. The Gujardéé (81), in its issue of the 25th April, writes :—The Bengal 
in 


Government have appointed an influential Commission, 


connection with Sir H Harrison as chairman, for en 


Remarka 
With the 


Commission appoint into the condition of the “ poor whites” in Calcutta. 
8 r — Its labours will be confined to the determination of the 


extent and nature of the poverty and destitution 
Ie oe ee Soe a hanes ee. 


of “peor whites” in Caloutta. 
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polis, to ascertaining the number of charitable institutions and the amount of fun 
at their disposal for the relief of such destitution, and to devising remedial ai 
entive measures. It was only a few weeks ago that a was conveng 
at Calcutta, which was over, we believe, by the Archbishop and WI 
sent a tion to Government on the subject. We do not envy the ld 
the in whose behalf the enquiry has been so readily granted by 
Government. If the labours Commission result in improving the c. 
dition of such Europeans and Eurasians as are destitute and wretched with 
imposing any burden on the 13 exchequer, there would hardly be 
room for feeling aggrieved. But what we do emphatically protest against is the 
differential treatment meted out to the representations made in the interests of — 
the people of the soil. This contrast has been marked on several occasions, 
The representations of the various European Chambers of Commerce unif 
receive an amount of indulgent consideration, a hundredth part of which is ng 
bestowed on petitions and memorials from Native associations. Take the recent 
instance of the manner in which the Indian Government dealt with the memorial 
addressed to them by the President of the sixth Indian National Congress. We 
have already commented upon the astounding arguments used in the reply of 
Government ; but we must repeat our conviction that the Supreme Government 
would not have ventured to give such an answer to any of the Chambers of Com. 
merce. Take again the resolutions adopted at successive meetings of the Con 
during the last six years, inviting Government to consider the desirability of 
appointing a commission of enquiry into the industrial condition of the country. 
ve they done anything in this direction? Absolutely nothing. The poor 
whites of Calcutta are perhaps becoming increasingly poor, but are not our rulers 
aware that the poor rayat of India is also in a similar predicament? It is very — 
solemnly urged by the Bengal Government that the proposed enquiry has an im- 
t on the administration. If Government were disposed to be equally 
ir towards the rest of their subjects, it would be at once admitted that the “ 
whites ’’ are but an infinitesimal drop in the ocean as compared to the millions 
of the starving populations of India, and that the material prosperity or other 
wise of this is an infinitely more important factor in the administration 
than the well-being of the former class. During the régime of Lord Dufferin a 
half-hearted attempt was made to ascertain the material condition of one of the 
Indian provinces. Even the result of such a perfunctory investigation disclosed 
a disquieting tale. We do not think Government can afford to shut their eye | 
to the results of the last census. Sooner or later they will be compelled to 


grapple with the difficult problem that is staring them in the face. But it would 
better if they took up the matter before things had grown intolerably wore. 
What is required is a thorough and exhaustive enquiry into the economical, 
industrial and agricultural condition of the country, to enable Government 10 
deal with the question with some hopes of success. So long they have paid ne 
heed to the recommendations made to them in this regard. People can hardly be 
blamed if they exclaim after hearing of the present Commission that, after all, 
“blood is thicker than water.” Against this spirit of favouritism in the one 
case and cruel indifference in the other we enter our strong protest, and 
before our rulers can justly claim the title of enlightened and generous ruler, 
they must get rid of this habit of mind which has not a little influenced the 
administration of the whole country. [The Hitechchhwu (88) of Ahmedabad 
and the Satyavakéd (119), in their issues of the 80th April and lat May 
respectively, express similar sentiments. ] 


18. The Jndw Prakdsh (13), in its issue of the 27th April, writes :—His 

Excellency Lord Harris has been doing much useful 

Suggestions to Hie Excel- work at the cost of personal discomfort in the way af 

den with His Lordahip's visit a aa Bi Visited since n 

erable e presidency under 0. 
7 object of auch visits is that the head of the Government 
ehould make himself acquainted with local conditions. His 

has resolved to pay frequent visits to every district town. If these visits are to e 
really useful, le us suggest that they oh 31424 busines® 
like. At present gubernatorial or Viceregal visits are royal progress 
or State pageants, when everything is 60 ordered as to put on the best aepos 


* 
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when Lord Lytton visited Poona to see the famine 
the worst famine-stricken people were 
out of the view of the Viceroy. We do not 
wilful i pry of unpleasant facts is made every time. But there is 
surely a general wish to keep out of sight unsightly things 
dest face. Even the temporary cleanliness and the attem 
sitire leave behind some solid gains, but such a frank 
9s His Excellency Lord Harris could do greater good by stripping his visits of 
their stately appearance and by discouraging the inevitable 
14. The Hindusthdn (105), in its issue of the 26th April, says that His 
Excellency Lord Harris, in replying to the municipal 
y of His Excellency address at Belgaum, gave useful and important advice 
bade isses.. that the addresses to be presented to high officials 
_ should contain not only the bright side of the picture 
also the dark one. The paper observes that the District Collectors and other 
officials should pay due attention to this advice of His Excellency and not 
obiect to mention being made of the grievances and wants of the people in the 
ele [The Gujardét Darpan (80), in its issue of the same date, expresses 
similar sentiments. ] 
15. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 26th April, writes :—The results 
of the High Court and District Pleaders’ Examinations 
Remarks on the results of have this year also proved to be 1 disappoint- 
the recent High Court sn’ ing. In the higher examination only out 
District een Sams of 46, that is, about 4 per cent. In the lower 
examination only 8 passed out of 351, which gives 
a tage of about 2}. It is really a shame that hundreds of students 
should thus be disappointed from year to year. It cannot be that the students 
go up without preparing themselves. There may be a few such. But a 
t many, we know, go up well prepared, so far as it is possible for them to 
4 It must be considered that matriculates are allowed to appear for the 
examination. It therefore follows that the powers that be consider the Matri- 
culation standard as giving a sufficient general culture as well as icular 
knowledge of the English language. Why, then, should candidates who satisfy 
these tests fail year after year even after a preparation of three or four years? 
We know several young men whose future has been completely wrecked by 
reason of their following this will-o’-the-wisp. They gave the best half a 
dozen years of their life to this course and had ultimately to give it up. The 
standard of efficiency required varies with each examiner and from year to year. 
There is always a glorious uncertainty about the, matter, which bafiles and con- 
founds the candidates most successfully. We are afraid that the systems of 
marking also differ; all this resulting in disappointment and loss of a large 
number of candidates. The Chief Justice of the High Court is said to 
the power of supervising and correcting the decision of the examiners, It is 
said that this power has rarely been exercised. We can understand how the 
Chief Justice would be loth to wound the feelings of these gentlemen by 
unnecessary interference. But when the future of no less than 343 young 
(some of them are elderly, if not old) men is concerned, such scruples ought not 
to come in the way of an enquiry into the matter. When we find that in spite 
the very severe and vigorous results for several years past the number of 
candidates does not perceptibly fall—when we find that among the unsuccessful 
candidates there is a considerable number of young men who have been devoting 
the best part of their time and energy to their legal studies for three to five 
it is hard to conceive that the massacre of the innocents is due to their 
alone. We hope the High Court Judges will take this matter into their 
most serious consideration. 


16. The Dada PrakdeA (12), in its issue of the 27th April, writes :—It is 
Remar! not right to say that out of 351 candidates who 
the recent N. — of appeared at the recent examination for District 
Beamination. Pfeaders 9 only have passed, because it is said that of 

the 851 about 125 candidates only tried to answer the 
siz question papers eet at the examination. The result cannot be considered to 


z 


* if the above tant 
required for a this examination has been fixed so ith, 
than that fixed for the LL.B. Examination. The percentage may , 
uced to 50, and those who could secure 40 per cent. should be allowed 
in Subordinate 4 Courts, which are in sad want of pleaders. Ifq, 

ourable Judges of the High Court will favourably consider this 
many candidates will be saved from the crushing disappointment which they meg 
with at present. The question papers set at this examination are generally » 
very lengthy that even the candidates who are well prepared and can write fag 
do not find sufficient time to answer all the questions. Another fault in th 
* is that there is no continuity in the standard of —— required. At 
is year’s examination there were two questions carryi marks in the 
Equity paper which were drawn from laws that have not applied to the 
Bombay Presidency. [The Babu (22), in its issue of the 26th April, says the 


instead of plucking such a large number of candidates every year it would be 
better to abolish the examination. | 


17. The Indu Prakdsh (13), in its issue of the 27th April, writes: 
The results of the last Pleaders’ Examinations, in which 
I e wart 2 pass out of about 47 candidates in the higher, and 
2 9 out of over 300 candidates in the lower, an 
| really startling. At the first blush one is tempted to 
gay that there must be something partioularly wrong in these examination 
either the papers were excessively stiff or the examiners excessively sever. 
But there is a third contingency which seldom : itself to the popular 
mind, and, in fact, is 8 scornfully rejected. It is considered impossible 
that so many men could have come up fora professional examination without 
proper preparation. The opinion of some competent men who have acted 1 
examiners and whom we have consulted is, however, that a large majority of the 
candidates are very badly prepared, The reason of this want of preparation is to 
be found in the absence of any systematic responsible training, such as a school or 
a college imparts. The men are mostly matriculated students, who hardly under. 
stand even the English of the law books they have to study, whose time is 
generally occupied in some service, and who are their own instructors in law as 
well as general habits and methods of work. The preparation of such men mas 
needs be misdirected and raw, and largely contributes to the appalling number 
of failures at the examinations. An analogy to this number of failures is to be 
found in the class of candidates under private tuition at the Matriculatie, 
There are some faults to be found in the ways of examiners too, which vary with 
individuals; but the chief cause of the failures is to be found in. he abouts 
of training, for which some remedy should be found. 


18, The Din Bandhu (9), in its issue of the 26th April, writes :—The 

rumour that our popular Chief Presidency Magistrate 

„ aan 8 a is going to retire shortly is, we think, unfounded. It 

* dae er would be better to have him for a few years more. 

Comparisons aye, no doubt, odious, but if we say that 

at present there is only one Court, and that isthe Chief Presidency Magistrate n 

which is free from vagaries and where the procedure is strictly observed, we 

shall be reflecting the Native 1 Mr. Cooper is still able enough t 

work, and to work very hard, and there is no reason why he should retire. 

Jagadhitechchhu (14), in its issue of the 25th April, also praises Mr. Cooper, 

— would not like Mr. Webb’s appointment as Chief Presideney Magistrate. 


19, In alluding to the same subject the Kdside Mumbaé (108), in its issue of 
| e Noth April, says: — Mr. —— whose 
Suggestions for the > mpartial and jpst decisions gave ats satisfaction 90 


Sir sper, Chief Presi the people when he acted as Chief Presidency Magi. 

Cooper, Chief Presidenoy gree" 

Fame Bombay, is amen IA 1 Cooper's place. I 
oted to that 


is also an able Magistrate, should b 


the Third Presiden 1 
recently granted, 


to be appointed to 
had a seat on the 


— 
we be te 1 MA 
his successor. We t ency Lord see his way to 
appoint a Native gentleman of proper legal training to this post. 3 


91. The Pandit (151), in its issue of the 24th April, says :—In the month 
of May, Risäldar Rupsing, Native Aid-de-Camp to 

Remarks in connection with His Excellency the Governor, will revert to his 
the extension Add. Major ment, the Second Bombay Lancers. Though 
hood Hoste of the Second Major Ahmad Husen of the same mp has com- 
Bombay Lancers. pleted thirty-two years’ service he has not been pen- 
ee this —＋ 2 1 — 1 other 
interests of Risdlddr Rupsing. e comma 0 0 Bombay 
Lancers and His Excellenc the Commander-in-Chief ought to duly e 
Risäldar's case. Risäldär Rupsing has also completed thirty- ears’ service 
and has a claim to the rank of Risäldär-Major, which he ought to get. If 
Riséld4r-Major Ahmad Husen has been kept in service because he is to be 
rewarded with the first class Order of British India, it would be better to admit his 
claim to the order when it falls vacant even after he is pensioned. Thirteen 
officers of the Bombay Native Army have been given extensions of service after 
they have served thirty-two years, and thereby the prospects of sixty persons 
below them have been prejudiced. 


22. In alluding to the shocking fatality which had befallen two young Pérsi 
ladies at the Raja bai Tower on the afternoon of 

Remarks abe me the 25th April and the profound sensation caused by the 
— gg Rabat Tower gad event in Bombay, the Bombay Samdchdr (93), in its 
issue of the 28th April, gives detailed information in con- 

nection with the occurrence and observes:—It has been surmised in several 
quarters that the fatality was the result of a mere accident and the police is believed 
toentertain a similar view, but the circumstances that have hitherto come to light 
appear to run counter to this re. It has not been proved whether both 
the ladies fell from the same window of the tower or from different windows of it. 
If their fall was from different windows, it is unreasonable to attribute the 
occurrence to mere accident. The bodies of the two deceased were examined 
by two Pérsi doctors, who found external marks of violence on certain parts of 
the bodies in the form of scratches from finger-nails, and this opinion of the 
medical gentlemen has not been contradicted. The opinion of Dr. Smith, the 
to the Coroner, would materially assist in the solution of the mys 
about the scratches, but before its receipt a theory has been advanced by the 
— that the scratches were caused by the buttons on the jackets and the glass 
ngles worn by the deceased. This supposition of the police is not supported 
by facts, since the scratches caused by twisted buttons and broken are 
quite different from those made by human nails, The buttons might have 
caused marks on the upper portions of the bodies, but similar marks on the 
lower parts of the bodies of both ladies cannot be assumed to have been made by 
the broken les. Under these circumstances, the mysterious deaths cannot be 


supposed to be the result of accident, and a searching enquiry by the police is 
desirable for the proper solution of the mystery. 


28. Thesame paper, in another place, observes that the other theory that 
the two deceased committed suicide by taking leaps from the tower is also un- 
tenable, forthe reasons that marks of finger-nails and other violence were found 
two Prei doctors on certain parts of the bodies of both the deceased, that 
ladies led a happy life at home, that when they left their home on the day 
accident they were Mr. r they were seen 

h the streets in their usual frame » it being cons 
that in Native society at least persons bent on self-destruction 


99, The Din Bandhu (9), in its issue of the 26th A 
derstand that Mr. W. C. 


928—4 


4 
attacked in the tower before they threw t : 
villains from one of the tower windows, ad 


not to stick to its assumption of the tragedy being a 
* irrer 


enquiries upon the assumption that the deceased met with foul play. 


26. The issues of the Jime Jamshed (84) and the Akhbdre Soddgar (91) of 
this week also devote much of their space to publishing items of news, reports 


committed suicide is groundless. 
Part II.—Education. 


27. The Jéme Jamsehed (84), in its issue of the 28th April, approves of the 
ee new rules for grants-in-aid that have come into oper- 
The new grente-in-aid Teles tion from the 1st April, but observes that in order tha 
© ke te ie ae the full benefit of these rules may be derived by 2 
enterprise it is desirable that the educational authoritie 

should give up insisting upon the proprietors of private schools to raise the fee 
— in their institutions to the same amount as is levied in Government 
echools in order to make themselves eligible for receiving aid. The Jdme alo 
remarks that it is not right to put indirect pressure on municipalities to give aid 


to private institutions, only when they have consented to raise the school fees to 
the extent mentioned above. 


28. The Shri Shivdji (68), in its issue of the 24th April, approves of Mr. 
by, the Principal of the Deccan College, Poona, 
Rustication of some stu- rusticating five college students for ge drunk 
dente ot Mücke, ald misbehaving themselves on the night of the performance 
wn, ‘of a drama recently given by them, saying t teachert 

and professors of other Educational Institutions should 
watch the conduct of their students and duly punish delinquent 
[The Kesart (42), in its iseue of the 28th April, expresses similar sentiments) 


Part ITI. — Municipalities. 


j a4 
’ 9 4 
* ma , 


ery of Rs. tetanding 
balances since the 1 1 of an elected president, his remarks on Mr. 
Fast’s conduct would have been stronger than they are. 
30. The Ahmedabad Times 80), in its issue of the 29th April, observes :— 
on lien = president oA D— of pe ee — bad 
A * to mis- Municipality pu garbled accounts proceed- 
dener, N. D., ings 1 misguide the Commissioner, N. D., 
and Government, and that is the cause why local self- 
government has not found favour with the pore of 
thatcity. If the Commissioner wants to ascertain the real feelings of the people 
working of the corporation he should ascertain them by 
uiry with the people before submitting his report to Government, and if a 
similar procedure is followed in the case of other municipalities their real work- 
ing will be ascertained. 
31. The Gujardé Mitrd (82), in its issue of the 26th April, observes :— 
The Seret Municipality ana NO Surat ~~ ~ „ 1 im 
i i opening an or gir 
— iteelf with an annual ex iture of about Rs. 1, 
in connection therewith. The legitimate duty of the municipality is to pro- 
mote primary education, and it would have been better if it 1 the 
existing Gujarati girls’ schools with better school accommodation a sufficient 
number of teachers instead of incurring enormous expenditure for the sake of 
tome ten girls that attend the English school. The people of Surat are not likely 
to send their daughters to this school. Of the five members of the School 
Board four have reported favourably, while the fifth, Mr. Manchhäräm Ghelé- 
bhai, has made an adverse report on this institution. It is to be hoped that when 
the question for providing a permanent building, &o., for this school comes 


before the corporation, it will rafuse sanction and order the abolition of the 
institution. 


32. The Din Bandhw (9), in its issue of the 26th April, says that the toll 
levied at the Mahim causeway is most unjustifiable 

of eed unjustifiable levy as it is imposed in contravention of an express condi- 
mas e Ballen tion in the agreement between Government and the 
Municipality, ™ first Lady J II who contributed Rs. 45,000 for 


the construction of the bridge, that this injustice has 


been allowed to continue although it was pointed out to Government by the 

missioner, Northern Division, in a communication addressed to it in 1881. 
The paper advises cartmen, who are principally the sufferers in the matter, and 
the residents of Mihim and Bandora to memorialize Government on the subject. 


Part 1V.— Railways. 


33. After lamenting the alleged unconcern of Parliament to the short- 

comings and defevts of the Indian administration, and 

Grievances of the Native after alluding to the rumoured corruption among the 

un e e ee f. 200 deen a e Nae 

— 18), in its issue 0 „hs: — Ihe Native 

W a oyés on the G. I. P. and Southern Mardtha Rail- 

Way lines receive wretched salaries, while Europeans employed on these railways 

are given exorbitant pay for services not very responsible or arduous, More- 

ee 9 
are not allo 0 are n 

J FAE on char Lelia ooo Ooh a GE 

Wages in the working season for overwork done by them, do not get either 


HAE 
Ht 


f 
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84. The Vdrtdhar (19), in its issue of the 26th April, complains that much 
inconvenience is suffered by Native at the 
A complaint regarding in- Vathär station on the Southern Maratha Railway, as 
to Martha they are said to be driven out of the station into the 
scorching sun as soon as they get out of the train, for 

the accommodation and comfort of Euro 


gers who generally alight at this place for proceeding to Mah4baleshvar during 
the hot months, 


Part V.—Native States. 


85. In alluding to the occupation of Manipur by British troops and the 

cae . escape of the Maharaja and the Jubräj, the Bombey 
Remarks in connection Wi, Samdchdr (98), in its issue of the Ist May, says:—It 
Bade Neos. ins to be much regretted that the Jubréj, who ordered 

the massacre of British officers, should have esca 

and we hope that he will be soon caught and visited’ with the — unish- 
ment he deserves for his inhuman deed. The representation e by the 
Mahäräja to the British authorities that he had no hand in the massacre and was 
unable to prevent it looks probably true, since he was raised to the gddi by the 
i o was very 33 and that the latter alone had ised the 
disturbances, For the due preservation of British prestige the cruel Jubrij 


ought to be traced to his lajr and brought to receive the doom of a murderer - 


that he so well deserves. 


86, The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 26th April, writes :—There now 


and then comes a rude awakening, as we unfortunately 


Mr. Ouintan'n conduct in have had in Manipur. According to the account of 


steckpe’ 2 oe by - one of the eye-witnesses, the primary attack on the 


wubsequent behaviour of the J con house was so unjustifiable as to have elicited 
Manipuria. gau frank apol 
| we ascribe this to? What is still more inexplicable, 
except on the alternative Er we have suggested above, is the late lamented 
Commissioner having ordered such an unprovoked attack, and had the inexcusable 
temerity (shall we use the N P) to walk with a walking stick in hand 
into the enemy’s palace, as if to a friend’s bungalow to whom he had never 
lightest cause for offence, We have not the least wish to seem to 


iven the align 
ustify or extenuate the serious and culpable nature of what followed, but we 
cannot help remarking that the unciviliaed ag must have been more 


than human, at least much more refined, than Mr. Quinton knew them, or ought 
to have known them to be, to receive that high officer with open arms, There is 
no doubt, however, that the Jubréj, in doing away, or permitting to do aways 
with the lives of the ere, has lost the only chance he had in his favour; bus 
in doing 80 he has acted as an officer of ordinary prudence and experience : 
to have ex him to do. Wedo not quarrel with the axiom of im 

y laid down by a Bombay Anglo-Indian daily, that it cannot be tolerated 


or a moment that a feudatory should defy the ere, whothee just or g 


an accredited t of the Paramount Power; but we venture that 
should be also into consideration how far a feudatory the typ? 
of tho Manipur Jubrdj has coutrol over the actions of his people or even al 


* 


y from Mr. Quinton. Now what shall 


: 
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of 


Observations on the Manipur hould in no way As tite os Gn 2 
3 its people in revenge for the blood of high Govern- 
ment Officials, since the fault does not rest with the people or with their ex-king, 
who has already sought the protection of Government. The usurper and some 
of his accomplices are alone responsible for what has ha and deserve 
heavy punishment. Government should pursue the same policy as was ad 
by the Government of Lord Northbrook when an attempt was said to have 
made by a Native Chief to put to death an officer of Government, as there is little 


difference between the two cases. 


38. The Kdthidwdr Times (3), in its issue of the 25th April, writes :—It 
would seem that the work of reforming K4thidwér 
His 2 i * was reserved for His Excellency Lord Harris, who, we 
—— , * have very good reasons to believe, pays careful atten- 
f tion to what in this province. His Excellency, 
we understand, has issued a resolution forbidding all servants of the Political 
Agency from occupying darbäri utdrds and accepting darbäri hospitalities 
during their sojourn in Native States whilst travelling with the Political Agent 
or his Assistants. A copy of the resolution not being before us, we regret we 
are unable to thank adequately His Excellency for initiating reforms in this 
province, slowly though surely. His Excellency will be better able to initiate 
reforms in this province by instituting an Editor's Table at Räjkot, for then 
the Kdthidwdr Times would be better able to help His Excellency in the good 
work he has commenced. 


39. In alluding to the dismissal of Mr. Raghav Khaväs from service by 
His Highness the Jam of Jdmnagar, the Guyardti (81), 

Remarks on the dismissal in its issue of the 26th April, observes:— This State 
4. 1 my ee produces a handsome revenue, but its affairs are mis- 
the Porticel Agent, —Kérhigé. managed by the Jam, his Divin, Mr. Righav Khavée 
war. and the Ränis, each of whom strives to have everything 
in his own way and to revoke the orders issued by 

others. Such mismanagement can never lead to good results and at present 
fills the pockets of some of the State servants and increases the State liabilities. 
Some of the Political Agents made futile attempts to improve the admi- 
nistration of this State. Mr. Ollivant, however, is an experienced and energetic 
officer, and it is to be hoped that he will make due efforts to improve the State 


and will achieve success. 


40. A correspondent of the Nydyadarshak (113), in its issue of the 27th 
April, observes :—The dismissal of Mr. Raghav Khaväs from the service of the 
Jam is to be great! regretted, as he has rendered valuable services both to the State 
and its people. iis dismissal is probably due to the intrigues of those persons 
who are trying to secure a Divin who is nota Hindu. Some of the leading 
citizens of Jamnagar are thinking of waiting upon His Highness the Jam in order 
to request him to reinstate Mr. hav Khavas, as the latter's removal will 

ene the heir-apparent, Prince Jaswat Singhji, of one of the most faithful 
and trusted advisers, and will enable the enemies of the young Prince to import 
eome non-Hindus into the State and to create dissensions between the Jim and 


his family. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 


Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, ; 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Prese, 
Ct May 1891. 
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List of Newspapers published in Berdr. 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. Kditivn. 


AnGaLo-Mara THI. . 
1 | The Pramod Sindhu ... ivi . Umrawati (Amrdoti)..| Weekly 900 
2 „ Vaidarbh ... we ii ol ARO... „ „ | ae 
3 „ Varhäd (Berär) Samächär . a oe 


Mara Tal. 


The Shetakari ... vii — „ Umrawati (Amraoti)..) Monthly . 400 
„ Shuddha Varhädi. ae wd eee . Weekly . 350 


** * 


The Pramod Sindhu (1), in its — of = 24th April, 8 :—Berdr is 
„ groaning under a heavy pressure of multitudinous 

2 1 taxes; it is day by day leline hopes and energy on 
* account of the deplorable state of its agriculture; it is 
being driven to despair by the restrictions put upon the cutting of firewood and 
grazing of cattle, The thought of a new tax on agriculturists is entertained 
with horror and alarm. In the opinion of the aggrieved people there is nobody 
to redeem them from their misery. It is to be deeply regretted that there should 
be none to advance the prosperity of the people, ‘This thing, of course, cannot be 
done in a twinkle. Toattain it the people will have to work continuously for a 
long time with combined efforts. ey must remember that their protests will 
often be ineffectual; but they must not forget that their hearty and continuous 
efforts for the good of their province will sooner or later be crowned with 
sages They should represent their grievances to Government in a proper 

orm. 


ATMARAM V, PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Presa, 
6th May 1891. 
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5 
Pant I.—Politice and the Public Administration. 


1. The Anglo-Lusitano (156), in its issue of the 80th April, writes :—The 
denunciation by England of the Anglo-P 
2 1 „ — Treaty continues to seriously engage the attention of 
with the Angle-Portoguese tho public in India; and the grave incidents which 
daily straiten the relations between the two contract- 
ing nations, make the future in this matter still more doubtful. The 
treaty has proved disastrous to Portuguese interests, but it has also not satis- 
fied the aspirations of the British Government, as was affirmed by Sir James 
Fergusson in the House of Commons. After describing the losses ht 
about by the treaty, the Anglo-Lusitano says that it is believed that the 
British Government entertain a desire to renew the treaty with the alteration 
of certain clauses, which, it appears, are for the greater part those that are 
exactly most prejudicial to the interests of the Portuguese Government. The 
alterations will, therefore, tend to further aggravate matters. It is necessary, 
therefore, that the Portuguese Government should maintain a firm attitude in 
this important negotiation, and not sacrifice so important and glorious a posses- 
sion as — India to the interests of its African possessions. 


2. The Mahkritia (4), in its issue of the 3rd May, says: — Rumours are 


i persistently spread in England to the effeot that His Ex- 
„„. cellency Lord Lansdowne has communicated his wish 
3 alleged causes, to Lord Cross to be relieved of the responsibilities of 

his office as early as possible. It is said that the 
Manipur embroglio and catastrophe are the direct result of the orders given to 
Mr. Quinton by the Supreme Government. It is averred, with what truth we 
are unable to say, that Mr. Quinton would have taken with him a larger escort 
but for definite orders to the contrary. Manipur must be causing Lord Lans- 
downe considerable anxiety, which he must find it hard to bear in this tryi 
season. Then, again, we cannot help feeling that His Lordship must have 
heen painfully surprised by the amount of opposition the Scoble Bill met with 
from all parts of the country. His Lordship passed the measure, no doubt, but, 
all the same, in his own heart he must have felt appalled at the outrage he was 
going to do to the feelings of almost the whole nation. The recent resolution of 
Government about the execution of the Act points in the same direction. 
Therein Lord Lansdowne has made an attempt to satisfy his own conscience. 
On the whole, therefore, we are not surprised to hear that His Lordship feels 
unable to bear the heavy strain of his duties. 


3. The Kaiser-i-- Mind (85), in its issue of the 3rd May, writes :—The 
momentary defeat which the Ministers received the 

Fo fresh taxation ia con- other day in regard to the motion of Sir J. Pease for 
- — 2 recoup the abolition of the opium monopoly of the Govern- 
2 abolished. ment of India has led to a prolonged wail all over 
India. Publicists, official and non-official, have begun 

to write about it in a spirit of alarm, as if the deluge were near at hand. That 
alarm, in ite turn, has caught hold of the unthinking masses, with the net result 
that everybody is blankly contemplating the new burdens which are supposed 
to be in store for them in the immediate future in consequence of the passing 
of Sir Joseph's resolution, The Anti-Opium Society has been crying hoarse 
over its so-called fad these last fifteen years. It has hitherto cried in vain. 
Only a fortuitous circumstance has enabled it to get its resolution passed this 
year, That it is academivcal and would not be acted upon goes without saying. 
But what the public has to ask is this. Suppose that no such resolution had 
been passed, could that have affected in the least the declining fortunes of 
opium ? The reply must emphatically be in the negative. Have they not before 
them the facts of the past twelve years to guide them in spite of the agitation 
of Sir J. Pease and his friends, and to frame their annual estimates in sympathy 
with the steady decline? They are aware that the growth of opium in China is 
on at railway speed. Every year shows a diminution of the Indian 
revenue. We have already observed that it is worse off by 3 krors in twelve years. 
But has the Government of India hitherto ventured to propose new taxation or 
enhancement of old taxes on this account? The income-tax and the increased 
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J. 
to balance the yearly decline of } kror in the opium 
by more of other branches of revenue, 
excise. y teresting to state here that, while opium 
8 krors in twelve years, excise has gone up 14 krors in the same in- 
It has risen from 2 to $4 krors and is destined soon to grow more, despite 
the agitation of the temperance organisations and the just anathemas of Messrs. 
Smith and Caine—thanks to the ‘gad un to which Bright alluded thirty- 
ight years ago. Barring the appalling military and civil expenditure, the finances 
are so far satisfactory that the Government could easily balance its 
annual budget and have a surplus of 14 krors for famine purposes, besides 
remitting the extra duty on salt and meeting losses by exchange at the rate of 
le. 44d. Those who care to dive deep into Indian finances may discover all 
these facts for themselves. It is simply an interested crv which says that there 
will be a burdensome additional taxation,—the cry of the official bureaucracy 
who know how much less they will have to s when the opium revenue is 
gone. We should like to see how Government would dare face the indignation 
which might be hurled at it in case it should be so ill-advised as to demand new 
taxes because the opium traffic was ordered to be stopped at once,—a contingency 
which must be summarily discounted, because only lunatics could be expected 
to believe in it. 
4. The Native Opinion (15), in its issue of the 7th May, writes: —It is 
satisfactory to know that Mr. Maclean, M.P., has set 
_ Disapproval of the resolu- his face against the abolition of the opium revenue. 
2 32 House of Indeed, it is an unmitigated wrong to force poison 
st the opium ; : 
edie te India. down the throats of a nation rightly or wrongly, but 
we cannot afford to believe that the Chinaman’s vice 
originated with the Englishman. The Chinaman will have his craving for 
opium gratified, be the supplier India or any other country. Why should India 
give up her revenue when even by its abolition the Chinaman’s redemption is 
almost impossible ? Touching the same subject, Mr. Gladstone, while leaving aside 
the consideration of the morality or otherwise of the question, nay hints 
that the British tax-payer will repel with indignation any fresh levy on him to 
make up India’s loss. This declaration from one of the foremost British states 
men ought to open the eyes of those members of the House of Commons who, in 
siding with Sir Joseph Pease, were simply laying themselves open to the o 
of ignorance. Mr. Gladstone is cautious enough to keep in the background the 
question of abolition, though at the same time refusing to pledge the British tax- 
payer to a pecuniary indemnity. Thus the dream of a subsidy being exploded, the 
chief question is how to e up the gap. There is only one alternative, 
that proposed by the Friend of China ’’—an increased employment of the Native 
agency in every department of the Indian administration. The suggestion ls, 
indeed, worthy of consideration ; but look at the strange spectavle of a Govern: 
ment putting forth every effort for the comfort and happiness of a foreig2 
people at the ex of those of its own! Is the duty on salt, carrying disease 
and sickness into the household of every — man, right? But that is no 
concern of the Government. The land tax is crushing down the people, but the 
Government will not mind it, because the ayetemn of inter-communication and 
the system of irrigation will enrich the otherwise poor cultivator. The forest 
law takes away every fertilising element from the soil; no, the husbandman 
must rely on his own hook for manure. Increasing dbkéri revenue is 
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drunkenness ; no, the excise is increased with a view to 
Thus Government has time on hand to look into the 
but has none to look into those of ite own 
actual life are stranger than romance ! 


5. The Dia Mani \78', in its issue of the 5th May, observes :—The Parlia- 
mentary resolution on the question has caused widespread dissatisfaction 
among the Anglo-Indians, as it means nothing less than the of new 
taxes. The Anglo-Indians are now likely * 11 Natives, who 


ute Go 
Indeed, 


are much disappointed at the improper refusal t to reduce the salt 
6. The Daydnodayd (11), in its issue of the 7th May, writes :—The com- 


mittee appointed at the recent anti-opium in 
establishment of Bombay to for a permanent 
Anti-Opiam to be called the “ Bombay Anti-Opium 
already met and will soon be ready to report the 
principles and basis of action of the new organisation. 
It is very fortunate for the ce that it has the cordial support and co- 
0 of the Bishop of Bombay. It may be a long time before the Govern- 
ment of India will yield to the pressure which the awakening conscience of 
England is beginning to exert, but it will have to yield some time, and the 
— the agitation against the iniquitous opium revenue, the sooner that day 
come. 


7. The Gujardti (81), in its issue of the 8rd May, writes:—The Honour- 
able Sir George Chesney, K.C.B., Military Member of 
the witer expendivere ot Council, was entertained at the United Service Club 
India. 1 are ot on the occasion of his departure from India. He 
naturally seized this opportunity for descanting on 

the virtues of the Military Department, and to appeal to public opinion for 
supporting the interminable schemes of that department as against the cial 
De ent. Now, is it really a fact that the bogie man triumphs over the 
Military Department, and is it really the case that the latter has been so wofully 
starved as to necessitate this appeal for public support as against Sir David 
Barbour? The — tee yee will show how military expenditure has gone 
on increasing during the last thirty years :— 


Civil Expenditure. Military Expenditure, 
1 ll ee 
1882-83... „ 21,038,504 1867 ... „ ls, 748, 220 
1889-90. * 415, 309, 900 1876 ... „213, 308,460 

1889 ... 220, 000, 000 


From the above it will be perceived that the military expenditure in 1876 
equalled the civil expenditure in 1889-90, and that the military expenditure 
in 1889, which has since considerably increased, very nearly absorbed the total 
land-revenue. Does this show that the Bogie man has got the better of the 
Military Department or the reverse? The truth of the matter is that the 
Military Department has recently been so much fondled that it has come to 
regard its own interests as paramount to those of the other branches of the 
Indian administration. The country is already groaning under the weight of 
taxation, and the protagonists of the forward policy forget that the very exist- 
ence and efficiency of their department are dependent upon the prosperity of 
the people at large. It has grown oblivious of the fact that the Financial 
Department has to safeguard the interests of the whole Indian Empire and not 
of one uncontrolled department alone. It may be, as Sir hesney has 
said, that India is held by the sword, but we may frankly tell him that even 
the mighty sword of England will not always find it easy to govern in peace 300 
millions of human beings for all time, if people become dissatisfied and 
discontented. We hardly think it prudent for highly placed and distinguished 
officers to allude in a defiant tone to this argumentum ad aguem, and we are 
disposed to echo with our contemporary of the Bombay Gazette Lord Derby's 
words of und wisdom that our best defences in India area full treasury 
and a contented people.“ 
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on the army and 
notion 
. Else ee pope bog will do its work and crush the tax-pa 
overnment will be rudely awakened from their sleep. 


9. Alluding to the 1 recently submitted to His Highness the Nizém’s 
overnment by the committee appointed to enquire 
an into the grievances of the agricultural classes of the 

tee compared with Hyderabad State, and to the intention of His Highness’ 

that of British subjects, 

Government to carry out some of the suggestions made 
in that document, the Arunodayd (20), in its issue of the 8rd May, observes :—The 
people in Native States are more happy than the British Indian subjects, as Native 
rulers attend to the welfare of their rayats, while the British authorities try to 
squeeze out of their subjects the largest amount of revenue. English officers are 
proud of their administration, but they will be convinced of their wrong impression 
if they compare the condition of the farmers under their rule with that of the 
Niz4m’s rayats. If the English officers take a lesson from Sir Asman Jah in 
the art of government, their rule is sure to prove beneficial to the people. The 
people of India are assured that their country will be handed over to them when 

they are able to govern themselves, but this promise is not likely to be fulfilled. 


10. The Din Mani (78), in its issue of the 5th May, says that the commis- 
Sion appointed to enquire into the condition of the 
Remarks on the appoint- European and Eurasian communities at Calcutta indi- 


— vd Bh 88 the cates that the British Government take a fatherly 


European and Eurasian com- interest in these people, while a similar feeling is not 
munities of Calcutta. entertained in the case of the natives of the country, 

who, it must not be supposed, are indifferent to this 
fact, and the Government ought to bear in mind that sooner or later the conse- 


quences of the neglect of the Native interests will be serioys, 


11. The Dnydn Prakdsh (12), in its issue of the 4th May, writes:—It is 
a somewhat curious procedure for the Executive 
Comments on the circular Government to attempt to regulate the operation of 


issued by the Government of , ‘ 38 
India e. with the the law by means of executive orders or instructions 


working of the Age of Con- to the magistracy, instead of leaving that duty to the 
sent Act. administrators of law. It was quite competent for the 
| Executive Government ta introduce the needful changes 

in the Bill when it was under the consideration of the Legislature, Their not 
having done so at the time and their having found it n within a week 
after the enactment of the legislative measure, to materially modify the executive 
orders to the magistracy, is, in itself, ghd re proof, at any rate of the 
careless di „ fram the practical inistrator’s point of view, of the 
feelings, prejudices and even idiosyncracies of the people to be affected by the 
legislative measure. The instructions that no action shall be taken except on 
really trustworthy information brought by responsible persons who may be 
reasonably presumed to have knowledge of the facts they assert to have ocourred, 
and 7 ; a * 22 Rey be held 7 4 ot the —— in motion 

ust, if ven effect to in an ungrudging epriv: 

g the District r as of his \uriediction to take — of the 3 
under Section 191, clauses (b) and (¢); while the simple fact that the com 


practically sealed the fate of the new legislativ 
measure, which was only six weeks ago with enthusiastic cheers and 
tions from those who have taken upon themselves to 


Hindu community in spite of its own efforts to the contrary. 

observation which we should like to make in connection with the Government 
of India’s letter. It would seem that similar letters have not been addressed by 
the Government of India to any other Provincial Government than Bengal ; 
and, if our surmise be correct, the omission is very significant, indeed, in more 


12. The Kidthidwdr Times (8), in its issue of the lst May, writes :—The 
recent circular addressed by the Government of India to local Governments on 
the Age of Consent Act will go to remove some objections to the law, if it is acted 
up in the spirit in which it is drafted. It would make the law much harmless in 
its operation if it is faithfully put into practice. This circular is in ratification of 
the assurance given by Government for watching the operation of the law. It 
practically amends the Code of Criminal ure, and had the instructions 
contained in the circular been embodied in the Code they would have served the 

much better. The instructions in the circular go a good deal to mini- 
mise the evils of the law; but the nevessity for such a circular proves beyond 
dispute that, in the opinion of the Government itself, the law, as passed, is very 
imperfect and defective. [The Kaiser-é-Hind (85) of the 3rd May and the 
Ahmedabad Zimes (89) of the 6th idem express similar sentiments. | 


13. In alluding to the resolution passed at a private meeting recently held 
at Poona to use indigenous productions in lieu of 
An exhortation to Natives Europe cotton and woollen cloth, the Poona Vaibhav 


to use indigenous cloth and “ie eee : ; 
. Ae, eee, Fefe. (53), in its issue of the 3rd May, in a long rambling 


nee leader, praises the meeting for its patriotic effort to 

benefit their native country, observes that this praise- 
worthy movement is not confined to Poona, but has extended to Baroda, Bombay, 
Belgaum, Sätära, Kolhapur and several other places, but that it is to be noticed 
with regret that the social reformers, who are worse than the low, shameless and 
avaricious persons who pandered to the immoral and indecent vices of Peshwa 
Bajirdo II (making a few indelicate allusions to Bajirdo’s dirty practices), are 
trying to dissuade patriotic persons from using indigenous goods, but these 
good people should not listen to the evil advice of the reformers, who are so foolish 
and stupid as not to have seen through the artifices and devices of Govern- 
ment to expose the folly, shamelessness and unworthiness of the Natives, and to 
have supported the Age of Consent Bill that would cause undesirable interference 
with the Hindu sosial customs and would ex their womankind to insults 
and indecent examination at the hands of the polive, medical men and the 
magistracy, and remarks that the people should, in protest of this harassing and 
unpopular law, eschew the use of Europe cloth, supplying its place with indi- 
genous manufactures. 


14. The Sudhdrak (18), in its issue of the 4th May, writes :—We learn on 
very reliable sa that letters have been sent by 

at provincial Conference some good Poona folks to friends in the mofusall 
Consent a cc e asking them not to attend this year's Conference at all, 
or, if they attend, to insist on recording a protest ist 

the Age of Consent Act before proceeding to any other business. Were it not 
for the fact that our source is trustworthy, we should have refused to believe 
that any respectable person could grow 80 utterly reckless and regardless of 
public interents as to take the step we have to above. All sorts of wild 
don 838—§ 
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warting the attempt to bring before it such questions, 
erence must follow in its footsteps. 


. * Nagy Ae ce Aes pha sgt eo issues of the 
5 ay, respectively, exhort the people e Bom Presid to 
coker goed care that none of the social reformers “whe — 
of Consent Bill and advised Government to disregard public opinion 
ting on social matters, and who want to force upon the people all 
social reforms with the help of Government, are el as their delegates 
year’s Provincial Conference and to publicly disavow their leadership in 
matters. The Poona Vaibhav advises that the Conference should protest 
of Consent Act. [The Dnyde Prakdsh (12) of the 4th May 
suggestion that the Provincial Conference should protest 


the Age of Consent Act, as the people are, it says, hopelessly at variance 
subject. | 


17. In a communicated article, the Poona Vaibhav (53), in its issue of 


the 3rd May, observes that the social reformers are the 
Domenie of Se sme enemies of the country and should not only be out- 
the country, casted but driven out of the Indian National Congress 
by the orthodox Hindus, who should inform Govern- 
ment that whatever is done by the reformers is not acceptable to the orthodox, 
whose number is considerably larger than that of the reformers. 


18. The same newspaper says that the recent riots at Benares in connection 

6 with the 12 caused by the social n 
decent moe ers in the municipal corporation resolving to p 

2 M down a temple in the face of an extensive strong 

opposition from the orthodox, and advises the masses 


to keep themselves aloof from the reformers, as they are mean and dangerous like 
carnivorous animals and venomous insects. 


19. The Hitechchhu (83) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of the 7th May, 

a „ 2 Fe — 1 Vicero . and 8 
2 ought to benefit the places visit them, but they 
— cy Lend Herr have of late become a source of — 


people, particularly to the subjects of Native States. 
These high functionaries do not care to 41 into the real condition of 


the Native States and are favourably impressed with the grand shows held 
im their honour. But these expensive receptions become a source of evil, inat 
much as new taxes are said to be levied to repay the expenses incurred upon them. 
Such a thing has, we believe, happened in Jämnagar in connection with the 
recent visit of His Excellenc Lord to that State. His Highness the Jam 


isa mere tool in the hands of Mr, Raghav Khavds, who has grown fat upon the 
State. Tbe guberuntorial viaita exe bellaved to ounteibute to Ail the poakets of .- 
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evening parties in their honour 


21. The Native Opinion (15), in its issue of the 3rd May, says :— 
Thureday’s (overnment Gazette promulgates a rule 
oe ie Rd — passed by the Bombay High Court to the effect that 
— the Coba te allet & Perron who has a District Pleaders’ Examina- 


— joular die. tion or one who passed the High Court Pleaders’ 
tricte, N Examination wishes to practise in Courts of any 

one rern a 
sanad, not for the district he applies for, but for such district as the High 
Court may think fit. This rule is very harsh. There is no reason why the liberty 
of choosing the field of labour hitherto enjoyed should be withdrawn, as the 
withdrawal will undoubtedly destroy the independence of the profession. Success 
in the line of pleadership depends, apart from personal abilities, upon local 
connections. No such rule obtains in the case of barristers, who are sure to be 
much handicapped if they are not allowed to go where they think they have 
the best chance either through acquaintance or local connections, and are sent 
to places chosen by the Inns of Courts. Ifthe rule promulgated by the High 
Court is intended to relieve the overcrowding of the bar in several districts and 
to recruit that which may be undcrmanned, the reason is not sound, Ifa pleader 
finds that he is unable to get on well, he in his own interests gets his sanad 
of the place cancelled and obtains one for another district where he thinks 
he may have better prospects. Thus re-adjustment goes on spontaneously. 
The High Court must moved to cancel this rule without delay, and it is to be 
hoped that the district pleaders and candidates led by the Pleaders’ Association in 
Western India will retain counsel to fight for annulling it. [The Kesari (42) of 
the 5th and the Dnydn Prakish (12) of the 7th May also consider the new rule 
to be unjust and oppressive for reasons similar to those advanced by the Native 
Opinion. If the rule, adds the Dayin Prakdsh, is an old one, as it is said to be, 
and the permission of the Judge of the district for which a sanad was applied 
for was only nominal, there was no need for the republication of the rule, which, 
it is hoped, will not be enforced. } 


22. In alluding to the decision passed last year by the Bombay High 

a Court on an appeal preferred by a certain Indmdér 

N. N Bay te wd who claimed the juice of toddy trees growing in 

of Bombay. igh Cour’ his Iném village by virtue of an old » the Shri 

Shivdjé (68), in its issue of the lst May, says that the 

learned Judges who disposed of the appeal disallowed the appellant's claim to 

the juice on the ground that the sanad gave him the trees only and not the 

Juice of those trees, but this interpretation of the sanad is to be much regretted, 

since the principle laid down in the decision is dangerous to property rights of 

all kinds. The Inämdärs particularly should take timely steps to protect their 
rights and privileges. 


23. In alluding to the j ent passed by Mr. Sayad Amir Hussen, one 
3 1 of the ‘Presidency X.. at Caloutta, that the 
strange view arresting the com- 

— a clerk in the Telegraph Office, 
off to the thina, as in oreating a dis- 

turbance at a public meeting at which Sir Andrew 


12 


presided and Babu K4licharan Bénerji delivered a lecture, he had 
criminal punishable under Section 488 of the Indian P 
via (5), in its issue of the 20th April, says :—We have not heard 
which a disturber at a public meeting was ever marched off to a police 
or taken before a te. The utmost that is done in such cases is to 
persists, to simply,remove him from the 
believe, is consistent with English law and, certainly, with common sense. 


not intentional insult to another cannot become such when applied to “a high 
official.” The effect of this decision is far-reaching, and, if maintained, will con- 
siderably restrict the freedom of speech exercised at public meetings. The case 
may go to the High Court and we shall watch the result with interest. [The 
Kdthidewdr Timee (J) of the 4th May expresses similar sentiments. | 


24. The Poona Vaibhav (53), in its issue of the 8rd May, 1 :— Wild hogs 
have become a great nuisance in the Mäval Täluka of 


Complaint about the inj et . 5 
* — — to 1 the Poona District. Hitherto these animals confined 


: their inroads to the destruction of standing crops, but 
we „4 8. — of late they have taken to attack human — N. man 

has been brought into Poona who has been seriously 
injured by a boar. This evil has arisen from Natives being disarmed. If Gov. 
ernment has any regard for its subjects, the latter should be allowed to possess 
weapons for the due protection of their lives and property against the attacks 
of wild animals. Government seem to distrust the loyalty af its Native sub. 
jects, but it is to be hoped that this suspicion will not come in the way of per- 
mission being granted to Natives to carry weapons for protection against wild 
animals, care being taken to attach such conditions to the permission as will 
prevent those weapons being used against the Government itself. 


25. The Sind Sudhdr (155), in its issue of the 18th April, says:—This 


year the clearance of all the large canals in täluka 
„ Remarks and suggestions ‘Pando Bago of the Hyderabad District was commenced 
in connection with the clear- ' , 
sean af cain tn Ok so vigorously that the Zamindärs were elated at the 

idea of being able to extend the sphere of their culti- 
vation by bringing under the plough all the waste land adjaining their holdi 
but they were soon disappointed. The work so well begun at the mouths of 
canals was continued only for a few days and was then stopped. It was again com- 
menced at the other end of the canals, where also it was carried on satisfactorily. 
But the middle portions of the canals have not been cleared. We hear that this 
bad state of things continues even till now. Seeing that the time for opening the 
canals is near, the Zamindärs are in a painful situation, They say that as the 
mouths of the canals will be silted up the water will not rise and consequently 
there will be no cultivation, For this reason they are sorely disappointed to 
see that not only their = expectations have not been fulfilled, but that they 
are also in danger of losing their usual food. Not knowing whether this state 
of things has reached the ears of the present Superintending Engineer in Sind, 
an intelligent, experienced and patient officer, we beg to invite his attention to 
this matter and hope that, although the time is short, he will make some suitable 
arrangement to avert the danger. 


26. The Pratod (56), in its issue of the 4th May, says:—It is to be 


: much regretted that no Government officer has 
*. * * 22 — . attention to the continuous entreaties for the last rl 
the 2 District. years of the poor inhabitants of Varankhora, a wild tract 
of land in the Välva Tuluka of the Sdétdra District, for 
granting them lands which were once brought by them under cultivation 


without the permission of Government, but which have been taken away from 
them and included in the reserved forests. No high officials have ever visited thie 
glen, and consequently they are ignorant of the wretched condition of the 


tioners. We hope our kind Collector, Mr. Candy, will personally ascertain 
r 


village 
has considerably 
grown increase in the sale of liquor during 
the last eight months. These grievances of the people ought to be removed. 


28. The Daydnodayd (11), in its issue of the 7th May, writes :—The Indian 

M is much exe over the decay of 

vernacular literature. It deplores the fact 

that the former generation of writers, who comprised 

men who were an adornment to Bengali literature, 

has left no worthy successor. The writers of the present day think only of 

making money oy writing books that pander to the lowest tastes. Indecent 

literature is largely on the increase, and to it is largely due the growing laxity 

in the morals of Bengali youth. We fear that the condition of vernacular 

literature is not much better in this presidency. Presses are busy enough, but 

their productions have but little to commend in them. Occasionally a really 

good book is issued, showing what might be done if the matter were seriously 

taken to heart. We have noticed recently a tendency to imitate the trashy 

English novel, reproducing its worst features. This promises badly for the 

future. We cannot but think that Government might do more to check the 
growth of bad literature. Every publication er the eye of the 

trar of Native Publications, and every book containing serious moral defect 

might easily be prohibited from further circulation. 


29, The Bombay correspondent of the Kesari (42), in its issue of the 5th 

May, says that the clerks employed on the work of 

A complaint about the classifying the information given in the census schedules 

— whe do — — be for the city of Bombay, have not yet been paid for 

— N21 the services they rendered in the month of March last, 
duty y: 

andthat the inconvenience which the poor clerks are 

thereby put to is indescribable, and expresses a hope that they will be soon 


paid. 


30. A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (93), in its issue of the 
8th May, says :—A strange rumour prevails at Térépur 

' 1 — in the Thäna District that last week the place was 
ny Ae Thine District. Visited by a Russian en, who was as tall as a grenadier 
and he made a sketch of the old Portuguese fort at that 


town. The spy is said to be conversant with about six languages and did his 
work very secretly. He is said to have proceeded to Bassein, 


31. In connection with the Räjäbai Tower tragedy at Bombay, the O Por- 


. „ , tugues Britannioo (157), in its issue of the 2nd May, 
. J N X says :—The theory of suicide is one that the Päreis appear 
Tower fatality X. determined not to acknowledge, but it seems to us to 

doo the one which every ciroumstance that has been 
brought to light more than plausibly points to. In the first place, there is the 
fact that the girls left the house on the pretence of going to visit an aunt and 


@ 
co Pipe 
this half. 
two girls, a full-bodied healthy person of 20 
the house of her j without ha : | 


marital 
a. Indeed, the two treated one another th ieee familiarity than even 
and sister would, which may be gathered from the fact that on the day 


the theory of accident. re ee ee ee ae 
in this case the police have zealously continued the enquiry, 
they are sure that nothing important will come out of it. 


83. Referring to the same subject, the Rast Goftdr (86), in its issue 
of the 3rd May, writes :—There is a complete absence 
of motive for a suicide. Even if any persons were to 
go up the heights with the predetermination to kill 
themselves, their awful situation might, at the supreme 

moment, give them pause. But there was nothing in the modest happiness of 
their homes, there was nothing in their look, or manner, or speech on that fatal 
day, to lead one to suppose that the two poor ladies had been so tired of life as 
to go all the way to the tower with a desperate resolve to throw themselves 
down, and to have the cou to carry out their resolve. Nay, evidence is 
forthcoming that they had left home with the object of attending a lecture, 
that having found themselves too early for the lecture they made up their minds 
to see the tower, that on their way they asked a lady friend to accompany them, 
and that on 1 some excuse they went alone. Their minds were as 
sound as their body. ose who had seen them in the Tower had noticed 


nothing unusual in them. The theory of suicide is most absurd. There is not 
a tittle of evidence or argument to 4 it. Was it accident? Might it be 


that one of the ladies had accidentally fallen from a window or a parapet wall, 
and that the other, in a frantic attempt to save her sister, might have been over 
balanced? The window sill is high enough, and so is the parapet wall, which 
precludes the possibility of an accident. Was it then foul play? While he 
mangled remains of the two poor girls were lying under the porch they were 
examined by two medical men, and they are unanimous and emphatic in their 
opinion that an outrage had been committed. They saw numerous nail-marks 
on the body, about the head, breast and thighs. They found the trousers 
of one of the girls torn and the tape tying them at the waste broken. The 
marks were such that they could not have heen caused by the fall. The police 
suggests that they may have been caused by the asilver-buttons which one of 
them wore, and by their glass bangles which were broken to pieces. The 
number, the form and the position of the marks are rather indicative of a 
terrible scuffle—a scuffle for life and death, a scuffle for all that a good woman 
holds dearer than life. It is just a possibility that they may not be the result 
of a struggle. But they cannot possibly have been caused by buttons and 
bangles. e tion seems to have been put forward, as if with the 
object of explaining away a dark mystery anyhow. The tage to the 
Coroner will be able to say whether any outrage had been committed or not. 
But even if his examination were to show that no outrage had been committed, 
it would not at all be sufficient evidence for the theory that no 
attempt whatever had been r their honour. It is possible that the 
monsters attacking them, when foiled in their design, and in the madness of 
fear and passion, may have hurled one or both down and made their escape. 
But then there were five other men in the tower about that time forming 0 
miscellaneous on in 


16 


y with an open mind, 
with rps A excellent ass 
provided by the — of the dead. What the c want is a solution 
the m , Whatever it may be. What they want that the darkness may 
which hangs over this ous rending fatality. If the 
be never solved,—-if the police, after honest endeavours, in their 
solve it,—let them say that they have conscientiously tried and failed. 
The Parsis believe, in the absence of any other reasonable or probable theory, 
that an unspeakable crime has been committed in the heart of city, in broad 
— ht, under the very shadow of justice and of Government. If the police 
orth all their exertions and fail, „ have done their duty, and all 
* to them for doing their dut y will then have been 
thoroughly 11818 in all the — . of horror which surround and 
enshroud it. Kaiser - i- Hind (85) and the Hindu Punch (104) of the 8rd 
and the Akkbére Soddgar (91) of the 7th May express similar i 


34. The Kadthidwdr Times (3), which in its issue of the 4th May 
8 the he of the Raja bai . fatali waer Ln 
* result of an outrage committed on the two 
— 2 the Rasbai in its issue of the öth idem says:—As yet the . 
have not suo led in obtaining a clue to the mu 


of the two Pärsi ladies, though their exertions in this direction have not relaxed. 
They seem to be working with more zeal; and we are glad to hear that His 
Excellency Lord Harris has very kindly signified his desire to the Police Com- 
missioner to do his best to trace the offenders and to clear up the mystery. This 
step on the part of our kind Governor entitles him to the respect and love of the 
people. The latest rumour in Bombay is — — rpetrators, be they Khojas 


or Mahomedans, are rich and have we expend rge sums of money to have 
the matter hushed up. The police are — to supply any information to 
the public, as the information a ppearing in public prints frustrates their 
enquiries, | 


35. In alluding to the enquiry going on before the Coroner of Bombay 
ei into the circumstances of tho same tragical deaths 
with the Label Tower tre, the Jdme Jamehed (84), in its issue of the 9th May, 
. that are said to aupport days: — From the evidence of the Hindu boy Haridés 
a of the deceased Jivréj and a Hindu milkman recorded before the 
maol violence, and Oorouer's jury on Thursday last, the police is said to 
. en to the police. draw the conclusion that one of the two Pirsi ladies 
actually committed suicide, while one of the local English newspapers draws 
the inference that the catastrophe may be attributed to accident. But it seems 
to us that this evidence goes to support the theory of the deceased being 
victims of violence practised on them, entertained by the entire Parsi com- 
r Additional b support has been received by the last- mentioned sup 
m the report tha two Pirsi children, who were on the tower waiting 
to hear the chiming of the clovk bells at 8 P. M., state that two Parsi ladies, 
Who appeared much terrified and whose clothes were torn, came up the tower 
running and could not utter one word; that they went to a corner and began 
weeping hard, that in the rey vas ‘certain persons came up running, and 
that these two children expect to nize one of these persons from howso- 
a crowd. It is to be hoped that these two children will be produced 
0 1 Four days ago we heard another rumour that at the 
of the to ri 3 who came from Ooläba, was 
Aa 4 the stone parapet wall that runs from the Bandstand to 
Church Gate re railwa ro thal ot oe 90 and he noticed a lady 
He further observed w observed was standing 
, macy wanting eit | 1 walls, 1 is — 1 said 
a tome cony push away the hands 
E from the walle, but could not recognize who it was that committed 


ht uphold the theory of accident. Owing to the agitation made b 
is in this case the police have zealously continued the enquiry, thoug 
sure that ing important will come out of it. 

ing to the same subject, the Rast Goftdir (86), in its issue 
5 of the 3rd May, writes: — There is a complete absence 


5 Réidbai Tower tre. Of motive fora suicide. Even if any persons were to 


go up the heights with the predetermination to kill 

themselves, their awful situation might, at the supreme 

e them pause. But there was nothing in the modest happiness of 

hing in their look, or manner, or speech on that fatal 

day, to lead one to suppose that the two poor ladies had been so tired of life as 
y to the tower with a desperate resolve to throw themselves 

to have the cou to carry out their resolve. Nay, evidence is 
orthcoming that they had left home with the object of attending a lecture, 
that having found themselves too early for the lecture they made up their minds 


y. ose who had seen them in the Tower had noticed 

thing unusual in them. The theory of suicide is most absurd. There is not 
a tittle of evidence or argument to 1 it. Was it accident? Might it be 
that one of the ladies had accidentally fallen from a window or a parapet wall, 
and that the other, in a frantic attempt to save her sister, might have been over- 
balanced? The window aill is high enough, and so is the parapet wall, which 
precludes the possibility of an accident. Was it then foul play? While be 
mangled remains of the two poor girls were lying under the porch they were 
examined by two medical men, and they are unanimous and emphatic in their 
opinion that an outrage had been committed. They saw numerous nail-marks 
on the body, about the head, breast and thighs. They found the trousers 
of one of the girls torn and the tape tying them at the waste broken. The 
marks were such that they could not have been caused by the fall. The police 
suggests that they may have been caused by the silver-buttons which one of 
them wore, and by their glass bangles which were broken to pieces. The 
number, the form and the position of the marks are rather indicative of a 
terrible scuffle — a scuffle for life and death, a scuffle for all that a good woman 
holds dearer than life. It is just a possibility that they may not be the result 
of a “te But they cannot possibly have been caused by buttons and 
bangles. e suggestion seems to have been put forward, as if with the 
object of explaining away a dark mystery anyhow. The Surgeon to the 
Coroner will be able to say whether any outrage had been committed or not. 
But even if his examination were to show that no outrage had been committed, 
it would not at all be sufficient evidence for the theory that no 
attempt whatever had been made 2 their honour. It is possible that the 
monsters attacking them, when foiled in their design, and in the madness of 
fear and passion, may have hurled one or both down and made their escape. 
But then there were five other men in the tower about that time forming ® 
miscellaneous p. If there was a desperate ah ony bok 
of the tower, i eins le, that 
no noise. It is also strange, though not impossible, that the villains 
found time to run away before the police came up and searched the to 
the heat of excitement people make various su but it is not f 
give currency to them. If this horrible deed is done by villains, it is 


to the inv 
ill make the most careful eng 
by the relatives of the dead. What the 

mystery, whatever it may be. What they want is that the darkness may 
‘spelled which hangs over this ous — fatality. If the 

be never solved, —-if the police, after honest endeavours, fail in their 
to solve it,—let them say that they have conscientiously tried and failed. 
The Pärsis believe, in the absence of any other reasonable or probable theory, 
that an unspeakable crime has been committed in the heart of the city, in broad 
daylight, under the very shadow of justice and of Government. If the police 

t forth all their exertions and fail, a's have done their duty, and all 
— to them for doing their duty. e edy will then have. been 
thoroughly complete in all the circumstances of horror which surround and 
enshroud it. [The Kaiser- i-Hind (85) and the Hindu Punch (104) of the 8rd 
and the AkAbére Soddgar (91) of the 7th May express similar sentiments. | 


34. The Kdthidwdar Times (3), which in its issue of the 4th May supports 
8 the 2 of the Rdjébdi I 74 . — 18 
r ud rama result of an outrage committed on the two i ladies, 
Tower tugedy. iin ite issue of the Sth idem says:—As yet the police 
have not suscseled in obtaining a clue to the murderers 
of the two Pärsi ladies, though their exertions in this direction have not relaxed. 
They seem to be working with more zeal; and we are glad to hear that His 
Excellency Lord Harris has very kindly signified his desire to the Police Com- 
missioner to do his best to trace the offenders and to clear up the mystery. This 
step on the part of our kind Governor entitles him to the respect and love of the 
people. The latest rumour in Bombay is that the perpetrators, be they Khojas 
or Mahomedans, are rich and have been expending large sums of money to have 
the matter hushed up. The police are reluctant to supply any information to 
the public, as the information appearing in public prints frustrates their 
enquiries, | 
35. In alluding to the enquiry going on before the Coroner of Bombay 
90 b into the circumstances of tho same tragical deaths 
with ‘the Label Tamer u. the Jdme Jamshed (84), in its issue of the 9th May, 
Nur that are said to support says :— From the evidence of the Hindu boy Haridds 
e theory of the deceased Jivräj and a Hindu milkman recorded before the 
being victims of violence, and Oorouer's jury on Thursday last, the police is said to 
nn draw the conclusion that one of the two Pirsi ladies 
actually committed suicide, while one of the local English * draws 
the inference that the catastrophe may be attributed to accident. But it seems 
to us that this evidence goes to support the theory of the deceased being 
victims of violence practised on them, entertained by the entire Pärsi com- 
munity. Additional ae has been received by the last-mentioned supposi- 
tion from the report that two Pärei children, who were on the tower waiting 
to hear the chiming of the clovk bells at 34 P. u., state that two Parsi ladies, 
who ap much terrified and whose clothes were torn, came up the tower 
running and could not utter one word; that they went to a corner and began 
weeping hard, that in the meanwhile certain persons came up running, and 
that these two children expect to nize one of these persons from howso- 
a crowd. It is to be hoped that these two children will be produced 
e authorities. Four days ago we heard another rumour that at the 


c want is a solution 


ever 
before 
time of the tower a gentleman, who came from Ooldba, was posing 

— d to 


in a car pet wall that runs from the Bands 


threw her from the tower. It is to be hoped thai 
will be made by the police about this gentleman, who should not 
to come forward in the interests of outraged humanity. 


. The same newspaper, in its issue of the 4th May, starts a subscrip- 

tion fund among the Pärsis for the purpose of offering, 

— the 4 of hop r Police, Bom- 

i , rewards for the apprehension © perpetrators 

of alleged of "the outrage to have been committed, or 

ies attempted to be committed, on the two Pärsi ladies 

Bachubai and Perozb4i whose co were found at 

the foot of the R4j4b4i Tower on the afternoon of 25th April 


37. The Svadesh Bandhu (126), in its issue of the 6th May, states that a 

Khedaval Brahmin is said to have committed rape at 

Alleged commission of the Mahudha on a Koli girl aged about six years, pos was 

crime of rape on s girl Sx severely beaten by the people for committing the crime. 

a 1 n ins The offender has since disappeared, but the police 
ought to trace him out and get him punished by law. 


88. A correspondent, writing from Nasik tothe Native Opinion (15) in its 

8 the 7th May, says that the nose-ring of the 

d bbpl Nésik wife of Réo Stheb Pendse, Daftaniér to thé Commis. 

sioner, 8. D., was snatched away from her person 

by an audacious thief between the hours of 6 and 7 P.M. on Sunday the 

Srd instant, while the lady was walking through a street a few yards from her 

house at Ndsik, and observes that neither this crime, nor the theft committed 

in the house of a Kulkarni last week, nor the burglary perpetrated recently 

at the house of a coppersmith in the same town has yet detected, thereby 
bringing the Nasik police into disrepute, 


Part II.— Education, 


89, The Dnydn Prakdsh (13), in its issue of the 7th May, is glad to state 
ege 


that the students of the Deccan „ Poona, who 

Cancellation 2 — vie 5 — a) ag Dstt submitted a petition 

of rustication passed against to the Princi the ege protesting against the 

— hen 2 — charge of — te brought inst them, the 

Principal has, on a re-consideration of the matter, 
cancelled the ander of their rustication. 


Part III.— Municipalities, 


40. The Jdme Jamehed (84), in ite issue of the 5th May, says ;—The 
Government resolution on the administration report of 

Government resolation ot the Bombay Municipality for 1889-90 is not satis. 
— Bombay Municips ity tor factory. It is to be regretted that no notice should 
1889-90 criticised. haye taken of the heavy burden of taxation borne 
by the rate-payers, whose grievance ought to have been 


— upon the attention of the tion by Government, nor has the 
| tion’s attention been drawn to the heavy municipal expenditure. The 


advice given by Government for framing estimates considerably in excess of the 

proba Tne wan Kee Ee 

ment would not like to be adopted by ita own Engineering Department. 5 
41. The Mabrdtta (4), in ite ieaue of the 3rd May, writes: — We are 

The — — — the Poona Ranch iy nd Goyerament — gradually 

“er 90 N opeful signs that, probably . 

before the close of the ap ing Poona season, a complete good understanding , 


* 
will be restored. The credit of the reconcilistion will, in no mall measure, be 


due to the new Collector, Mr. Reid, and our Commissioner, the Honout- 
able Mr. Moore. Originally there was not much difference between the officers of 
Government and our city fathers. But the conduct of Mr. East created aft 
official in the municipality, and it was the aggressive and unjustifiable 
conduct of this official party that gave offence. The strained relations culminated 
in the illegal private enquiry held by Mr. Plunkett. On the side of the non- 
official party the last straw that broke the camel’s back was the protest which 
the municipality made against the offensive tone of Mr. East’s communications. 
Matters came to a head and the now notorious resolution of Government, dated 
6th January, served as an ultimatum given to the municipality. The munici- 
pality very justly refused to surrender. At this very juncture the officials 
ehanged, wiser counsels prevailed in the Secretariat, and gradually there was a 
for the better, and the resolution of Government, No. 1105, dated 24th 
21 1891, declares the truce. Under these circumstances and in the interests 
the very im t reform of self-government, we have simple advice to give 
our city fa that they should not protest too much. Let them not fly at 
tangent. Let them try to meet. With these few preliminary observations we 
to review the resolution of 24th March. In the first paragraph of the 
resolution Government says that the municipality did not seize the opportunity 
offered to them by the Collector of explai ing the circumstances which were 
ed as irregular by their colleague, Mr. Joglekar. In the sentence which 
ws Government says, “Such an explanation would have been a more satis- 
way of meeting the charges than a mere dismissal of them as groundless.” 
We fear Government is not 3 informed, otherwise it would not have given 
this left-handed compliment to the corporation. The charges of Mr. Joglekar were 
not merely dismissed as groundless ; | were considered, discussed and dis- 
missed as not borne out by facts. But supposing that they were dismissed 
as groundless, has Government reason to challenge the decision of the body as a 
munivipality ? Government ought to recollect that itis their own doing. Under 
the old Act the Collector had the power of suspending the operation of a resolu- 
tion passed by a majority if he thought that the majority was in the wrong 
and the minority in the right. The new Act deprived the Collector of this 
power with the express object of giving the popular boards sufficient independ- 
ende, so that if the municipality decides by a solid majority that the charges are 
und less, Government ought not to question the soundness of such a decision. 
e Collector could well have exercised the powers given him by the Act and 
requested the municipality to consider the complaints of Mr. Joglekar and to 
submit to him a report. t he does nothing like it. He takes Mr. Joglekar's 
complaints and threatens the municipality that he will move Government to 
make an enquiry into the municipal administration. Wishing to avoid unpleasant 
friction, the municipality send their explanation. On receipt of this the Collector 
at once progeeds to ask Mr. Plunkett to hold an enquiry, and the City Magistrate 
issues summonses to witnesses, takes their depositions, makes his report to the 
Collector, who in his turn makes his report to Government, and Government 
issue their resolution. Where was then the opportunity said to be given to 
explain? This whole procedure is high-handed; one-sided and illegal. In the 
enquiry iteelf the muni ty is unrepresented: No opportunity of cross-exa- 
mining the witnesses is given to the municipality; Irresponsible witnesses come, 
state what they choose, and Government bases its resolution on the results of the 
enquiry Government, however, is now pleased to give copies of the papers 
connected with the enquiry, and thus afford the municipality opportunity to say 
what they have to say in their defence. The mischief done has thus been par. 
tially re , and it is therefore no good to ory over spilt milk, as they 8 
Then in the second paragraph of the resolution Government sa that the Cole 
leotor wae refused an explanation. This statement, we are constrained to ny is 
wide of the truth. The Commissioner and Government may approve of the 
steps the Collector took. That is not the question. The question is whether the 
steps that were taken by the Collector are within the law. If they are not, the 
eer of them by Government cannot be sufficient to exonerate the 
concerned from the blame. The municipality has been severely: 
found fault with, and we fear Government gave room ublic to suspect : 
that local self-government was in danger People believed that if the N 
Cow 998 8 


presses opini 

Government are no longer y of amending 

cipal Act. We are also gratified at this consensus, because the — = a 

the municipality of Poona demands are not radical. In their letter 
February, the municipality have recommended that the constitution cla 

the Act ought to be ed so as to allow the municipality powers to 
arrangements for the speedy execution of orders and despatch of business. 
This is all that is wanted. Mr. Grant, the Commissioner of the Central Division, 
testifies to the earnest desire of the Poona Municipality to act for the best, and 
Government was certainly very ently ad when, forgetting all that had 
happened, it decided to look to the Poona Municipality for aid in the formula- 


tion of the scheme. The records in the tive Department of Government 
will show that the Legi 


be still labouring under a misconception. It wishes the municipality to 
submit the explanation and the scheme together, evidently expressing thereby 
its expectation to find in the scheme provisions against the all irregu- 
larities. We beg leave here to state for the information of Government 
that the allegation about the existence of irregularities is false and unfounded. 
A searching examination of the enquiry papers will show to any unprejudiced 
person of ordinary common sense that the reports of Mr. East are founded 
upon sand. The whole affair from top to bottom is the creation of misguided 
energy, misleading ambition, and foolish desire of triumph in a party squabble. 
Mr. Plunkett and Mr, East are both the unknowing victims of a clique of 
municipal malcontents,—persons who for one or other circumstance suppose - 
they have a grievance. We have varefully read Rao Bahadur Joglekar’s first 
letter, and we find that there is nothing in it which the Réo Bahddur can be 
ashamed to own as his. But the papers in the enquiry show that the sting in 
the whole affair has come from some unknown quarter. Some Iago appears 
to have worked upon the easy minds of Messrs. East and Plunkett and raised 
their suspicions. His devilish work was so far successful that both these officers 
lost their balance of mind and became blind and incapable of sifting truth. 
They have shown such a bias against the municipality that those who do not 
know their good natures would at once stigmatise the reports as productions 
of the traducers of the municipality themselves. While the enquiry went on, 
several very ugly rumours floated in the atmosphere of the streets in Budhwér 
and Shukrawér. They were so ugly that we refused to take any notice of them. 
But we now repent, for, if we had taken note of them, we should have been in a 
tion to-day to set Messrs. East and Plunkett right in the eyes of the public 
2 to demonstration that they at least were innocent. We could have 
traced the whole affair to the doors of somebody. But it is now no 2 
going into this unfortunate affair, We would cut it short by stating that Gov- 
ernment would be surprised to find tliat the mature scheme s remedies 
in unexpected directions. The published literature on the subject shows that 
there has been no infringement of rules, no unauthorized transfers from one 
budget head to another, no unauthorized or lavish acquisition of land, no 
waste of public money. It shows that there has been a marked tendency to 


throw upon the general work which ought to belong to the 
| managing commen shat the duties and * villen nich — devolve 
u paid executive have gradually to the shoulders of the h 
executive; that an im nt omission in the Act has rendered effective su 


sion of sanitary work impossible; that much routine work is delayed and often. 
1 ‘ 


10 


proper authorities. Under the 
pendiary 8 of all 


eS ee 
taken to task for their mistakes or their ignorance. M 
ts the municipality is too much and 


tion of a Native Prince tremb a 
4 — 4 it is Mtr — with the 

responsible executive offloer ernment would 
The executive officer, we submit, sh 22 all 
but he should not be independent of the municipality as 
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Part IV.—Native States. 


42. In an article, headed, “The Affairs at Manipur,” the Indu Prakdeh (18), 
in its issue of the 4th May, says :—Whatever excesses 
the Manipuris did, it was never doubted that 

would be crushed like worms. The expectation has been 
not necessary to accentuate it by further acts of or 
to be vindicated. The men who are responsible for the acts of cruelty of the 
24th March should be properly punished. But this punishment should be 
confined to individuals, and not extended to the whole State. The British 
Government has already proclaimed an amnesty to the people, declaring that 
their quarrel was not with them but with the princes who had offended the British, 
and therefore calling upon the people to resume their a occupations. 
To such a proclamation, the maintenance of the R4j as a feudatory State rather 
than annexation would be a just sequence. Thus, on all grounds of policy, huma- 
nity and self-interest, annexation seems to be undesirable and the reconstitution 
of some Native government appears the best solution. The easeand rapidity with 
which the occupation of Manipur has been accomplished suggests the reflection that 
there has been all round a gross miscalculation in the affair. On the occasion of 
Mr. Quinton’s expedition the enemy’ss was grossly under-estimated. In the 
t case it has been over-estimated. The catastrophe which overtook Mr. 
uinton and his party was, in a manner, invited by themselves. Mr. Quinton may 
have acted strictly within his instructions, but there is no doubt there was serious 
bungling somewhere. Whether the Foreign Office issued wrong instructions, or 
whether the British officers on the spot blundered, the fact seems to be incontro- 
vertible that it was the British who from the first had offensive designs, who took 
the offensive unprovoked, and made the attack, although fully conscious of 
their own weakness and the odds against them. The Manipuris in self- 
defence retaliated, and when they found they had the advantage of their 
4 mir took the offensive on their own account. We do not sympathise with 
e Manipuris, nor do we 91 their action. In any — e massacre 
they committed on the 24th is highly unjustifiable. But what we are 
Concerned to point out is that the British officers showed a lamentable want 
of discretion and judgment in making the attack they did in their state of un- 
— In the later expedition there is an entire want of on 
tween the preparation and the object to be gained. A regular cam has 
ee on an extensive scale with three columns marching from three 
different directions and converging simultaneously on Manipur. Praises will 
be showered, as indeed they have I begun to be showered, upon the military 
Officers concerned for the excellent on with which they have carried out 
strategic movements. But one is tempted toask, where was the need for all 
this strateg ? The Manipuris are a pack of savages destined to run away at the 
Mund of British guns like packs of deer. Captain Grant's success fully showed 
what they were capable of. With the exception of Captain Drury’s engagemen 


Lggeg 125 1121 323 HHH 
Ae 11 glee bn 1 


117775 1 
11411475 11 


in ‘th 
tion: 


indigna 


the a he 
have fled awa 


w is, 


and defiant 


port 
su 
n 
ble for the catastrophe. 
uestion no 


An im 


which a 


of Government ne 


ces, 
It would be 


g 
475 
f 


t. 


The questi 
have alread 
Government of Lord Harris is 
4 


lathe 


t 


British 3 — 
0 
of its voice, far-reachi 
ignored in presence of ‘the impulses of low and u 
Chih 


14 which 
* 


1 the to 


ma 1 1 
ii 1 


44, The Gujardt Mitra (82), in its issue of the ard 


His 


has dane to the Native 


clamouring 


21 


greater portion of the treasure saved 
y a over to the British Government. 
21422 Government of gg Ag oa 
yet remaining treasure, 
< be any) should be invested in some under- 
Government of India has also expressed a wish 


sil er’ in the Gwalior vaults should come into the hands 
t 


v 
Calcutta.” If Native States under British management 
not always thriven, it is probably because of the employment of a most 
say lavish, machinery, whose services the State perhaps does 
same thing has seemingly happened in Gwalior. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
12th May 1891. 
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1 
Pant I.—Politice and the Public Admintetration. 


report 
tion is correct and the rumour false. His Lordship has prov 
wise and firm ruler so far, and the public naturally desire that 
not come to a close before its proper period. 


2. The Pdra Tikdkdr (114), in its issue of the 15th May, 
humorous style, observes :—Some of the important measures of fis 
Lord it ina — as 7 * cr * — 1 Black Mountain 
expedition, the of Consent Act, the conciliatory eading to friendly 
f on the part of the Amir of Afghanistan towards India and the restoration 
of complete tranquillity in Upper Burmah have made His Lordship so popular 
that his untimely departure from India is sure to cause widespread regret among 
the Indian subjects. 
8. In alluding to the debate in the House of Commons on the motion of 
Sir Joseph Pease for the abolition of the Indian opium 
Remarks on the resolution trade, the Rdst Goftdr (86), in its issue of the 10th 
by the House of Com- May, writes :—There does not seem to be any speci 
dad in india. moral objection to the opium traffic which not 
apply with equal, if not greater, force to the traffic 
in spirits. If Sir Joseph Pease wishes to be consistent in his political morality, 
he ought to follow up his opium resolution with another for the suppression of 
all traffic in alcoholic drinks in Great Britain, and, for the matter of that, 
throughout the whole of the British Empire. But it is said that opium in small 
doses is not only not injurious, but is a healthy tonic. You cannot argue agai 
the use of an article because its abuse by a certain proportion of the people 
consuming it is injurious. The worthy Baronet has snatched a victory in the 
House of Commons; but it is a moral victory, having only an academical 
interest attached to it. The resolution passed by the House is not a mandate to 
the Government of India to prohibit the cultivation of the poppy. The prohibi- 
tion would cost this country a sum of five millions sterling per year, which it 
cannot recover from other sources of taxation. India is taxed heavily enough 
in all conscience. Is it true that the British Government is forcing opium on 
the Chinese ? This is hard to believe in presence of the fact that the Chinese 
Government can levy whatever duty they like on Indian opium, and that they 
have also a right to stop its importation altogether, after giving twelve months’ 
notice. If the Chinese do not want Indian opium, it would be the easiest thing in 
the world for their Government to prohibit its importation. But as they continue 
to allow its importation, the obvious inference is that they want it. Indian 
opium is far superior to the drug produced in China itself, and therefore it is 
much prized. Even if opium were nothing better than a poison, and if people 
would have it nevertheless, it would be better that they should have that which 
is less injurious. The adoption of Sir Joseph Pease’s motion is a cheap victory. 
If he ever submits in future a proposal for the reimbursement of the loss that 
would be caused by the stoppage of the opium traffic to the Indian revenue 
the question will assume a practical interest, and then his victory will, in all 
likelihood, turn into a defeat. 


4. The Native Opinion (14), in its issue of the 14th May, writes :—Anti- 
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the matter, of course at the cost of India, was over-reaching his otherwise 
better judgment. 

5. The Bombay Samdchdr (98), in its issue of the 14th May, says that the 

allowance of one hundred and fifty pounds annum 

Maintenance allowance granted to Mr. Arthur Crawford by the India Council 

ted to Mr. Arthar craw. is, considering Mr. Crawford’s position in life and the 

—ä pensions drawn by officers of his standing, a pittance 
to which no native of India will object. 


6. In alluding to the rumour that the seat on the Bombay High Court 
bench vacated by Mr. Justice Scott is to be filled u 
Confirmation of Mr. Jus- by a barrister from England, the Jdme Jamshed (84), in 
8 4 its issue of the 12th May, says: — India has had good 
High Court bench desired. experience of the practice of the * rr 
sacrifice Indian interests for the benefit of thei 
friends, as proved by several appointments to the different Indian High Courts. 
It may not be improbable, therefore, that a serious thought should have been 
entertained to fill up the vacancy created by the retirement of Mr. Justice 
Scott by an appointment from England of one who has rendered party services 
to the Ministry. But Mr. Justice Farran, who has several times filled up acting 
appointments at a sacrifice of personal interests, rendering much satisfaction to 
the public and the profession, ought not to be superseded. He isan able 
barrister and a calm, straightforward, clear-headed and impartial Judge, and 
his supersession is sure to call forth a strong protest from the public. |The 
ee Soddgar (91), in its issue of the same date, expresses similar senti- 
ments. 


7. The Ahmedabad Times (89), in its issue of the 18th May, observes :— 

dia de e Right 2 Member for 

i N „ generally goes wrong opposing the in- 

Age of Sede law and the bereste of the natives of India, but his” recently 

expressed opinion that the Age of Consent Act has 

given rise to troubles on the frontier is quite correct and deserves due respect 
and consideration from the Indian Government. 


8. The Rdst Goftdr (86) and the Gujard? Mitrd (82), in their issues of the 
10th May, and several other vernacular newspapers of this and previous weeks 
disapprove of the views of Mr. Maclean, considering them quite erroneous, and 
wonder how could a veteran Indian journalist make such an egregious mistake, 
except that he is out of touch with the present situation in India, and this makes 
him go wrong when discussing Indian matters. 


9. The Bombay Samdchdr (98), in its issue of the 18th May, says: — The 
— Lee N 14 recently me * 
pinion on the wor 0 ecessors, distinguish wo 
a ear e gent features, namely, want of enthusiaam and of solidity. 
— * Though the Conference has been working for the 
last four years, no solid or appreciable results have 

followed from its labours. The blame of this unsatisfactory result may, to a 
large extent, be debited to the account of Government, but the leaders of the 
Conference also deserve a good deal of it. These leadere have not yet succeeded 


perceptible at previous 
t wanting at the last Conference, the same being split 
caused by the Age of Consent Act among 
is, ogee god y= least doubt 14 1 r 
meeting were right and appropriate, and have the su of ev 
this presidency. It is to be hoped that the leadi E Poona will be 
able to create sufficient enthusiasm for the cause of the Conference so as to make 
future Conferences represent the whole of the presidency. [The Jdme Jamshed 
(84), in its issues of the 13th and 14th May, expresses similar sentiments. | 
10. The Poona Vaibhav (53), in its issue of the 10th May, says :—It is to be 
regretted that in the list of the subjects to be discussed at 
‘Remarks in connection the coming meeting of the Provincial Conference pro- 
with the subjects to be dis, posals for submitting a protest to the Home Govern- 
cussed at the next meeting of , 2 
the Provincial Conference at ment against the Age of Consent Act and for adopting 
Poona. a resolution not to use any other than indigenous 
textile goods are not to be found. Experience has 
shown that there is no use in preferring prayers to Government for any con- 
cessions. How strange is it to expect Government to repeal the Forest, Salt, 
Income-tax and ae Acts when we mutely submit to the inconveniences 
caused by these laws! We must prove our fitness for new concessions by doing 
such acts as will induce Englishmen to make concessions without our asking for 
them ; for instance, not to use other goods than indigenous textile products. 


11. In another leader the same newspaper observes :—Several advantages 
will be derived by the use of indigenous clothes. 


Advantages of a resolution Firstly, the large amount of money that goes out 


2 * — * — of the country by the use of foreign cloth will 


8 remain in India, enabling numerous artisans and other 
classes, who are now starving, to obtain the means 
of honest living. Secondly, India being the largest customer of English textile 
ucts, people in England will know that the natives of India have been driven 
y harsh laws to resolve to discontinue the use of lish cloth and will 
support the grievances of the people of India before Parliament, as their 
pecuniary interests will suffer froma discontinuance of the use of English 
cloth in India. The cotton manufacturers of England possess vast influence 
with Parliament, which immediately attends to the removal of their grievances. 
Thirdly, the resolution to use no other than indigenous textile goods will 
convince foreigners that some spirit is still left in the natives of India. 
Notwithstanding the prospect of such great advantages accruing from a 
resolution to use native textile goods alone, social reformers foolishly scout at 
80 good an idea and run it down most vehemently. 


12. The Sind Sudhdr (155), in its issue of the 2nd May, says:—The 
salaries of some of the 941 under Govern- 

alleged corruption of low- ment are so very low that the incumbents are obliged 
Be a in to find some other source of income. This accounts 
to raise their salaries for the corrupt practices on the of subordinate 
Government officials. Tapädärs, Sub-over- 

seers, Police Munshis and Sepoys are instances in point. The salaries which 
these officers receive are 2—— compared to the important duties which 
they are required to perform. The fixed pay which a Tapddar receives from 
Government is sufficient to cover his household expenditure. He ia 
therefore obliged to oppress the subjects and to obtain illegal gratification. The 
ve thus reason to be dissatisfied with Government. If, therefore, 


ple ha 
alla wish that the people should be happy and prosperous, let them endea- 


The Dnydnodayd (11), in its issue of 
1 had — cong Hi lately to converse 
alleged occupying the mountain valleys near Mahé | 
ae noe, we could not but feel that Government does not do for 
them what they have every right to 
herdsmen in these valleys have, as they feel, i 
on the mountain sides, but this right was taken away 
reserved. In order to feed their cattle in their former 
people have to pay Government a yearly tax of 8 
per cow. But this is not their grievance, 
they are prohibited from burning 
e ground and the grass is prevented from 
though they get the right of feeding their cattle in the reserves 
t of a tax, still their cattle can find but little to eat, and thus they 
have to suffer a still heavier loss. To top it all, Government, so far as we could 
learn, give them nothing back in return. There are no schools in these 
inhabited valleys, no wells dug at Government expense, no roads or other works 
which the people would feel was some return for the hardships imposed u 
them. We believe, if Government would do a little more for them in providing 
wells where water is scarce, or in some other way involving moderate expense, 
these simple people would feel that they receive something in return, and would 
not feel so bitterly against Government as some of these do, and for which one 
can hardly blame them. 
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14. The Kaiser-i-Hind (85), in its issue of the 10th May, says: — The 
time has come when, in our opinion, the public should 


Government advised not freely and unreservedly express its honest opinion on 
— 4 het ss, the question of the next appointment to the Chief 
= * Presidency Magistzecy. The Chief Magistracy of a 

presidency town like that of Bombay is unlike an ordi- 

nary magistracy. A variety of the most intricate cases have daily to be adjudi- 
cated by the Chief Magistrate; and from the commercial — imperial im- 
ce of Bombay, cases oftener than not arise which require the most eminent 

egal qualifications for the post—such qualifications as the local Chamber of 
Commerce once detailed in a petition to Lord Reay. A counsel or magistrate 
well trained in the criminal law of the land, and besides possessing a fair know- 
ledge of commercial cases arising from a variety of circumstances and transac 
tions, more or less delicate, intricate and difficult, is the only pomen best quali- 
fied for that onerous and responsible post. It is a question whether Mr. Webb, 
whom rumour again points out as the lucky nominee, possesses all the qualiflos · 
tions which the post demands. Our own honest opinion is that he does not; 
and we think Government would lay itself open to reproach, and even public 
indignation, if it ventured to nominate him in the place of Mr, Cooper, His 
Excellency Lord Harris has only been a year old in office, He is not supposed 
to know anything of the merits or qualifications of those wha may have appl’ 
for the post. The task of selection would, therefore, be most difficult. Of course, 
under such ciroumstances he will lean for advice on his responsible legal 
adviser. We have sufficient confidence in the judgment and legal acumen of 
Sir Raymond West to entertain the belief that he would not advise His Lordship 


to a t but the most qualified . Jf popular rumour, however 
1 eared there is some — ive Mr. Webb a berth on the local 


after a short incumbency to the First 

secret intentions of the Government, it would he a gra 

not hesitate to say that Government would he : 

having abused its A gentleman of proved merit ability should 
alone be selected for the post, and it would be inimical to public interests 40 


SP sathorites. We sould speak 


— er, the 
ment of Mr. Dosi bhäi Främji, and it is high time that the Third Magistrate 


should be a Native. That there is more than one Native gentleman qualified 
for that post, goes without saying ; and Government would be guilty of depart- 
ing from the rulings of the Secretary of State if it failed to take the opportunity 
of making a Native nomination to the magisterial bench in the city. We trust our 
Native contemporaries and associations, who have bravely spoken before, will 
not be behind in expressing their opinion on the matter. Here is no question 
of taking care of Dowb. Neither is it a question of pure patronage. Itisa 
question of ably and impartially dispensing criminal justice in a city where 
important criminal cases of all kinds and variety daily crop up—cases which, 
we repeat, only a trained lawyer of vast experience and possessing all the 
requisite qualifications could dispose of with satisfaction to the public and credit 
to himself. We doubt whether Government could adduce a single circumstance 
which it might urge in extenuation of the proposed appointment. Three or 
four appointments of such a nature, and it would soon bring into utter discredit 
the criminal administration of justice in the city. We repeat, this protest ought 
to be a sufficient hint to Government to desist from perpetrating a job of the 
kind we have referred to. Otherwise, a monster petition should be immediately 
prepared and forwarded to the Secretary of State,and Mr. Bryce or some equally 
able member requested to present it to the House of Commons with such caustic 
observations on the administration of justice in Bombay as may absolutel 

revent the perpetration of such scandalous jobs. But we trust that there will 
be no such necessity and that Lord Harris, in whose solicitude to jealously watch 
= interests we have every confidence, will have the wisdom and indepen- 

ence to see that a properly qualified person is appointed to the Magisterial 
Bench of Bombay, that none of the distinct rules laid down for the filling in of 
the offices is cast to the winds or technically evaded. He must be impervious 
to all influences which-would go to favour nominations of this character, which, 
it is needless to say, would soon shatter his reputation for administrative im- 
partiality and political integrity. 


15. The Arunodayd (19) and the Jagadddarsh (36), in their issues of the 

10th May, disapprove of the rule promulgated by the 

The new rule of the Bom- Bombay High Court to the effect that persons who 

N — ae 8 have passed the High Court or District Pleaders’ 
in the diatviote yao a Examinations and wish to practise in the Courts of an 

one district, will be granted Sanads for the district not 

applied for, but, for one which the High Court may think fit, on the ground that 

much inconvenience and loss would be caused to the pleaders, and requests the 

High Court to withdraw the rule. 


16. The Muawin-i-Majma-i-Mahammadi (153), in its issue of the 4th 
May, says:—In the territorial changes effected in 

gp inconvenience suffered by 1861, the Mukhtiarkarate of Matäri and Tando Adam 
ra 1 — * of eee 5 was converted into a Faujdäri. Subsequently, this 
re. art new Office was also abolished, and the criminal work 
of those places transferred to taluka Hala. This 

arrangement has caused considerable inconvenience to the inhabitants of Matäri. 
The First Class Magistrate of the täluka is always away from Matäri, being 
either on tour or at some other station, while the d and Third Class Magis- 
trates hold their courts at Häla, which is 19 miles distant from Matäri. This is 
& very inconvenient arrangement. It seriously interferes with the administra- 
tion of justice by disinclining people from appearing as witnesses. Matäri is a 
large town. There isa munici in it. Its population, about six thousand 
„ie greater than that of Hala. Many wealthy and respectable merchants 
reside in it. The hardship is still further aggravated by the Second and Third 
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Corcaer’s ert at Bombay. down from the Réjébéi Tower at 


3 
fel 


i-Hind \85), in its issue of the 
Whatever be the verdict of the Coroner’s jury in the 
B4i Bachubéi and Béi Perosbdi, it strikes us to enquire w 
law or bye-law for the selection of jurors at a Coroner’s in 
absolutely nothing of the social position of the jurors empannell 
is open to us to raise the question whether it is the right sort of j 
at a decision in a case which is evidently full of the 
— 1 moment that some one or more is or are 
liable in this lamentable episode, it is certain that the case 
vestigated by the Chief Presidency Magistrate, and then commi 
Sessions. The High Court will, of course, empannel a 8 
case. Now, does it stand to reason that where the hig criminal 
summons a jury of some of the best known and most intelligent citizens to 
assist itin determining the guilt of the persons before it, the Coroner 
-should be allowed to content hi with nine or twelve persons hap-haszardly 


cases of inquest there may be no 


mie 
heli 


7 8 f 
pith 


may defy the legal ingenuity of even our ablest criminal lawyers? Remember 
ing that it is on the preliminary investigation that the criminal prosecution 


eventually depends, there appears to us every necessity for giving the Coroner 
a jury — similar in composition to a special jury. Has he or has he n 
the power to summon such a jury? If not, it is a question worthy of being 
publicly discussed. We think that more harm than good comes of holding 
a Coroner’s inquest with the aid of such a jury as is now investigating the 
Réjibéi Tower fatality case. Some of our lawyer citizens may able to 
throw some light on the question. 


18. A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (18), in its issue of the llth 


May, says:—On the 24th April last two women 


Grievances of passengere wanted to travel from Ratnagiri to Bombay by a certain 
4 1 coasting steamer of Messrs. Shepherd & Co., but they 


and were refused admission to the vessel in spite of their 

ig . protestations that their babes being taken by their 
relatives, who preceded them on board the steamer, they 

should not be separated from their young children. Many passe have fre- 
quently, particularly in the hot season, to wait at Ratnagiri for a day or 


two before they 8 a passage, on account of a paucity of steamers run by 


— 9 on this line. The convenience of a pier at Ratnägiri is urgently 
needed. 


19. A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (88) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of 

the 14th May, complains that the police constables at 

A com rs de Saraspar in the Ahmedabad District do not go on their 
Nasa District. beats at night, being evidently afraid of about 


| in the dark, and remarks that Brahmins, Baniés and 
other high-caste Hindus, of whom the police of this town is mainly com 


are chicken-hearted, and that on account of their inattention to their duties on 


the Sth instant some thieves set fire to a hay stack and robbed a Bania residing 
in Vdéean Sheri the next day. | 


11 


90. The 24 Goftér (86), in its issue of the 10th May 

ra resolution of the Government of 
1 on 3 statistics of education for 1889.90 tells a 
dation in I 


— was lees than the cost of a si 

contributed as fees by the poor I 

of Imperial munificence. This is a lie direct to those critics of the Government 
who miss no opportunity todin into the ears of the Government that in India 
they give education with foolish prodigality. What will these generous-hearted 
critics say to the fact that during the year the contribution of the Supreme 
Government to education was £180,000 less than the amount the scholars paid 
in fees. This amount was in excess even of what was furnished by the provin- 
cial revenues, which contributed only £760,000, whereas the amount realized 
by fees was £800,000, which was more than 25 per cent. of the total amount 
made up of — 5 revenues, local funds, municipal funds, scholars fees, 
and the contribution by the Supreme Government. The population of India 


is ten times that of England, yet in England the State contribution to 

education is double of that in India. The result of this insufficient State 

subsidy to education is the turn out of men who are not educated in the 

best sense of the word, and who are only a compromise between education and 

* ce and do more harm to the Government than out-and-out ignorance does. 
e hope, therefore, that, in the interest of its own stability in the country, the 

4 Government will be alive to the wisdom of giving more open- handed 
p to 


education. 


21. The Varta har (18), in its issue of the 10th May, disapproves of the 
f new grants-in-aid rules which have come into operation 
_ ae el the. ney from the current month, remarking that although an 
to — 3 2 attempt has been made to show that Government have 
been liberal in framing these rules, there is nothing in 
them for which they deserve thanks, that Government have become liberal at 
the expense of the municipalities to whom the supervision of the primary aided 
ehools, whose number is the largest of all private institutions, 4 transfer 
red, and that though the scale of grants has been nearly doubled the managers 
of schools will not be benefited so long as the rule laying down that the grant 
should in no case exceed one-half of the school’s income or one-third of its total 
expenditure, remains intact. Moreover, the conditions, observes the Virtdhar, 
with regard to the admission of students have placed the aided schools at a 
great disadvantage. 


Part III.— Railways. 


22. The Jdme Jamshed (84), in its issue of the llth May, says: — The 
marriage season has begun among the Hindus. 
3 rn o. Numerous marriages are being celebrated in that com- 
way —— munity and consequently large numbers of Hindus 
travel by rail from one place to another. Notwithstand- 
ing the unusually large passenger traffic, a sufficient number of third class carriages 
is not to be found in the trains running long distances, and hence this class of 
Carriages are found to be much overcrowded, putting the gers to great 
inconvenience, This has happened in spite of the express orders of the Govern- 
ment of India issued five years ago, directing railway companies to provide 
per accommodation to third class passengers. This grievance of the travel- 
blic ought to be enquired into and removed by the Secretary to the 
Bombay Government in the Public Works Department (Railway Branch). 


18 
Parr IV.— Municipalities. 


Proposed house-taz at 

‘ poor 
of land would not be able to bear this additional burden, and 
house-tax be imposed. 


24. A correspondent of the Satyavakia (119), in its issue of the 15th 

says that municipal servants at Kapadvan in th 
Com against the Kaira District have not received their salaries for the 
1 oo * ory i= last three months, owing, it is said, to want of funds 
quest to Government in the in the municipal treasury, and requests Government 
matter. to abolish the corporation, The correspondent con- 
demns the all intention of the corporation to 

enhance the house-tax. 


Part V.—Native States. 


25. The Indu Prada (13), in its issue of the 11th May, writes: 
; us hope, said Sir Charles Aitchison in a s 

FR a — ot vered shortly before his retirement, that the days of 
iil annexation are gone.“ He, perhaps, thought that the 
annexation of Burmah was the last of its kind, and hoped there would be 
no more of it. He little thought there would be a fresh morsel before 
the British Lion, and that the ever greedy animal would look wistfully at it 
and see if he could quietly cup it down. English papers are silently hinting 
the policy of annexation. The — have no tincture of civilization, 
not as much as Tartars, and it is the duty of the British in India to 
reduce them to civilization—-such is the style of reasoning adopted by that 
mealy-mouthed philanthropist, the Spectator of London. But we think His 
Excellency Lord Lansdowne is not the man to jump to that conclusion. We 
think he realises the blunder which was committed by his officers, and 
which gave rise to the unpleasant affair. The accounts that have come 
out show that there was serious bungling somewhere. The British took the 
offensive first and the Manipuris retaliated in self-defence, and when they 
saw the weakness of their opponents they took the offensive on their account. 
The massacre of English officials was a heinous crime, and for that, those 
responsible for the crime should be punished, but not the people of the Mani- 
ur State. The people are not at fault, and it would be unjustifiable if 
e Government made them suffer for Jubräj's folly, The Government has 
already proclaimed amnesty to the poople, ome that their quarrel was not with 
the people but with the Princes who had offended them. If after this the people 
find that their State is annexed, and if they then rise en masse against the 
British, who will be in the wrong—the Manipuris defending their hearths and 
homes, or the British adding insult to injury? Annexation, we know, haa 
its advantages, It brings the pee e under the healthy influence of Western 
thought. It inspires them with higher ideas of government and citizenship, 
In a word, it awakens the national mind. But it has its heavier disadvantages. 
It destroys self-government. It degenerates the people and makes them resource: 
less, uninventiye and ever-dependent, and it gives no opportunities to men of 
administrative capacity. Our remarks will be clear when we allude to the 
narrow field open to Indians in British India, and to the life of a great Mardtha 
statesman who recently passed from amidst us. Sir T. Madhav Räo found 
a career, not in British India, but in Native States. If the red line in the 
map of India were not interrupted here and there, what would Sir T. Madhav 
Rao have been? He would have been one of those many flowers which are 
born to blush unseen, He would have wasted his sweetness on the desert air 
of the British Indian public service. n, is not annexation an evil from an 
economic point of view? Is not the material condition of the people of some of 
the Native States infinitely better than that of British rayats? Is there in 

Native States such a large proportion of the pulstion polag on insufficient 

food from year’s end to year’s end as is off admi exist in British 


“es ae 


ope, perior es 
ment and will not allow himself to be misled into the 
[The Pheniz (5) of the 9th and the Gujardt Durpan ( | of 
the 10th May also advise that the Manipur State should not be annexed to 
territories. } 
26. The Indian Spectator (), in its issue of the 10th May, writes :— 
1 * Fresh light is thrown on Manipur affairs, and we 
1 the Maniper Tegret to say that the most recent ) 
ear as to render intelligible the brutality of the 122 
g We mourn with the sad fate of Mr. Quinton 
At the same time it is clear that the English put them- 
to what has now been 
e, it was resolved to seize the 


Jubrij 
to Ale such an underhand proceeding—how it was useful, what ey 
there was for it. If the Jubräj had offended, if his influence was prejudici 
to British interests to an extent to make interference necessary, there were ways 
enough to call him to account or to checkmate him ; there was a straightforward, 
above-board way of accomplishing the desired end. The Jubräj's power in the 
State was overgrown. The Chief Commissioner, who was sent by the Viceroy 
to make things straight, therefore deputes Mr. Grimwood, the Resident, who was 
always on friendly terms with the Jubräj to arrest him in a full Darbir, osten- 
sibly called for another purpose. In the history of the occurrences we find a 
t want of judgment in more places than one. If there had been open war- 
— and Mr. Grimwood had been a soldier, he would not have hesitated, we 
believe, to meet his personal friend on the battle-field. It was another thing to 
ask him, nay command him, to meet him in the guise of a friend for the purpose 
of arresting him. It was a revolting task. He expressed his unwillingness for 
it. But seeing that his request was not heeded, like a loyal officer he undertook 
the odious duty. The selection of Mr. Grimwood for the chief actor in such a 
scene was objectionable on two grounds. One of them has already been men- 
tioned. It refers to the officer himself. The other ground refers to the Jubrdj. 
It never occurred to the Chief Commissioner to consider well beforehand what 
the Jubräj, the Manipuris, the whole of India, would think of the English idea 
of friendship and fairness. The conception of the plan was a gratuitous insult 
to the British name, because, even taking for granted that an arrest, and an 
arrest in the Darbär, was inevitable, other hands than those of an intimate pri- 
vate friend could have been easily found for the performance of the deed. If 
the Jubrdéj and his friends looked upon the movements of the British as not 
wholly honourable, no unbiased reader can blame them. The next step for the 
Jubraj was to meet what he considered treachery with treachery. If his hands 
are imbued with blood, if he has been guilty of a ghastly act of barbarous 
cruelty, he has done no more than what savage natures like him have often done 
before, in India and out of India. The precedent circumstances that led to the 
tration of the atrovity do not palliate the offence. But it must be con- 
with a sense of poe vet that a little better atatesmanship would have 
prevented two disastrous evils, the death of the officers and the equally 
great evil of the British name being tarnished by the memory of unworthy 
means employed to compass a perfectly legitimate purpose. 


87, The Gujardéé (81), in its issue of the 10th May, writes :—The NH 
man publishes a narrative full of deeply interesting tion derived from 
the only survivor who has a knowledge of the ciroumstances which ul 
ended in the massacre of 2 and his party. From this account 
appears that the Government of India had instructed Mr. Quinton to do pre- 
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Mahäräja, who is now living as a suppliant at Calcutta. No steps whatever 
were during this whole period to restore the fugitive Mahärä ja, and, as a 
matter of fact, most friendly relations seem to have subsisted between Mr. Grim- 
wood and the Senä pati, the author of the revolution. Some mysterious desire, 
however, appears to have suddenly seized upon the Supreme Government to 
send a mission to Manipur headed by Mr. Quinton, with instructions to arrest 
the Jubrij in open Darbär, convened to all outward appearances for some 
solemn ceremony. How far this account is to be believed will be decided in a 
few days, when all the papers in connection with the whole shameful busines 
will be placed before Parliament. We fail to see why Government has so long 
concealed from the public what precise instructions they had issued to the Chief 
Commissioner. Surely, the people of India, who must have contributed some 
lakhs of ru for the fateful mission to Manipur, are entitled to know 
everything about the pu for which their money is spent. The public 
must, however, wait till the papers are placed before Parliament, and it may 
be also desirable to suspend our judgment till that time. But no grounds 
have yet been shown, though clever attempts are certain to be made to prove 
the incorrectness of the version now given to the public in the columns of the 
Englishman, why it should be disbelieved. How the proposal made to Mr. 
Grimwood to arrest the Jubräj must have Ly him can be easily realised 
from the fact that, after Mr. Quinton's arrival at Sengmai, both Mr. Grim wood 
and Lieutenant Simpson, who happened to be a guest at the Residency, had 

e on a shooting expedition organized for them by the Jubräj himself. The 
incident about Mrs. Grimwood’s protest against her husband being called upon 
to perform what was undoubtedly a painful task, viz., to arrest the Jubräj in 
Darbar, is capable of easy verification from that unfortunate lady herself, who 
seems to have bravely faced the difficulties of the situation after the disaster. 
The whole account recalls to one’s mind parallel incidents in Indian history. But, 
for the 7 ay it would be prudent to wait for the contents of the despatches 
of the Indian Government now on their way to England before instituting any 
such comparisons. It is significant that the shrieking official ventriloquists, 
who were boiling with white indignation against the “ treacherous’ Sendpati, 
have ceased screaming against him. 


28. The Hitechchhu (83) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of the 14th May, 
observes :—It is popularly believed that the object of the Foreign Office 
ma Commissioner Quinton was to arrest the Jubräj, and to acknowledge the 
Regent as the legitimate Raja in order to assume the complete management of 
the Manipur State. If the 3 disturbance had not occurred, Government 
would have tried to misre t the real state of things by praising 88 
and condemning the Senapati, who would have been deported from pur 
under 1 of the re of the State. Itiss that Government 
should not have yet placed a detailed account of the bance before the 


. The Subodh Patrika (16), 
Mani 


with the close of the 

us hope, come to an 

— os bs ore — n | is an * 4 

people of the newly ired country, who get . 
and peace in the place of 2 intrigue. At the same time, it leaves 
little scope for indigenous administrative talent to show itself. All things consi- 
dered, ipur ought rather to be left to Native rule, incorporated with British 
territory. The war and its immediate resulta shall have sufficiently restored 
British ige in those parts. What may still have to be regained may, perhaps, 
be eked out by a temporary British administration. If a foundation is thus 
laid for an orderly and civilised government, Native rule may well be trusted to 
cherish and develope it under the supervision of a Political Agent. 


80. The Gujardt Miird (82), in its issue of the 10th May, considers that it 
was a serious mistake on the of the military officers who accompanied the 
Manipur expedition to have insulted the idols before whom Mr. Quinton and 
his brave companions were cruelly murdered, and says that this insult is likely 
to spread great discontent among the Manipuris. ' — Vit rd also supports the 
views 29 advocated by Sir J. Johnstone, late Political Agent, Manipur, in the 
Times for either reinstating the dethroned Maharaja Surchandra Singji or placing 
his son on the gddi under the supervision of a strong Political Agency. [The 
Svadesh Bandhu (126), in its issue of the 13th May, expresses similar sentiments, 
and the Poona Vaibhav (53) of the 10th May observes that the Manipuris are 
not solely to blame for the revolt, and if in taking revenge the British officers 
have destroyed the images of their gods the whole Hindu community will 
be dissatisfied. } 

31. The Adthidwdr Times (8), in its issue of the 9th May, writes :—So far 
13 Sie Käthiäwär is concerred, the Bombay Government 

Preintmente in Aathiawar. Gazette of Thursday last is of immense importance, 
as the nominations are such as would give satisfaction all round. The appoint- 
ment of Colonel G. E. Hancock to the Political Superintendentship of Savant- 
vadi is fully deserving ; and his appointment to act as Political Agent, Kéthid- 
war, is no less so. The confirmation of Mr. F. C. O. Beaman as Judicial Assist- 
ant to the Political Agent, Käthiäwär, will be very much appreciated by the 
people of this province, where Mr. Beaman’s sense of justice has so greatly 
inspired confidence. Mr. P. S. V. FitaGerald, too, gets justice in being appointed 
First Assistant to the Political Agent, Käthidwär. His removal from here, 
temporary as it was, was a distinct loss to this province, for there are very few 
Officers with Mr. FitaGerald’s rare tact, ability and experience whom Gov- 
ernment can safely look to in troublesome times. 


82. The Arunodayd (19), in its issue of the 10th May, says: — The minor 

5 Chief of Wadia, in Kathidwdr, has been sent to the 

u Nara, Chief of Wadi, Reikumér College for being educated, and Mr. Sar. 
Lad his educa bhai has been appointed his tutor. The mother of the 

minor, who is — his guardian, believes that this tutor 


has been fomenting quarrels between the minor and her, and had petitioned the 
Political Agency to remove the minor from under his tutorship, But the reply 
received by this lady shows that little respect is shown by Government officers 
to the wishes of Native Chiefs. [The Jagadhitechchhu ss the 9th and 


the Bodh Sudhdkar (8) of the 18th express similar sentiments and hope 


that the Government of Bombay will soon remove the tutor. ] 


New Secretariat, Bombay, nnn 


of the Reporter on the Native Prosa, 
19th May 1891. 
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REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BERA’R, FOR THE 
WEEK ENDING 16rH MAY 1891. 


List of Newspapers published in Berdr. 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. 


Anoe.io-Mara’tH}. 


The Pramod Sindhu ... ust oe] Umrdwati (Amrdoti).. 
Vaidarbh ... 28 iis r “a 
Varhäd (Berär) Samachar “nw ae 


33 
IL 


Mara Tal. | : 
ö 

The Shetakari eee eee 9 20 ees Umrawati (Amrdoti).. | Monthly eee 
„ Shuddha Varhädi. 1 Akola .. Weekly 


The Pramod Sindhu (1), in its issue of the 8th May, regrets that a very 
large portion of the province of Berdr should suffer 


_ Absence of proper roads from commercial inactivity on account of an absence 
n of roads in that province, though the funds at the 
disposal of the Berér administration for the proper improvement of the province 
are quite sufficient for making useful roads and other improvements, and observes 


that in the absence of a macadamized road from any direction to the reserved 
forest situated at the distance of a few miles to the east of Amräoti, this town 


and several villages depending upon this forest for their fuel and grass supplies 
have, on account of — ches to the reserve being most rugged, to overoome 


great difficulties in obtaining the necessary supplies from it, particularly in the 
rainy season. | 
ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
19th May 1891. 
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Part I.— Politics and the Public Adminietration. 


1. The Rdet Goftdr (86), in ite issue of the 17th May, writes :—The 
are fee hears that the Home authorities are 


one or other of the political parties 
has nothing to do with it. We ds a0 hase vt 


ion of Mr. 

his duties with singular 
ability, to the perfect satisfaction of lawyers and litigants ali Mr. Farran 
earned the golden opinions of lawyers for the soundness of his judgments, 
apart from the question of personal injustice, it would be a pity to throw awa 
such a man for one whose principal claim to the office seems to be his servi 
asa party politician. [The Kaiser-é-Hind (85), in its issue of the same date, 
expresses similar sentiments. } 


2. The Daydn Prakdeh (12), in its issue of the 18th May, writes :—A 

telegram from the London correspondent of the 

Bombay Gazette dated the 12th instant states that the 

of State for India has decided to grant 

Mr. Arthur Crawford, late of the Bombay Civil Service, 

an annual allowance of one hundred and fifty pounds in consideration of his — 
services to the State. If the long services rendered to the State by Mr. Crawfo 

during a period of well nigh thirty-five years did really merit some adequate 

recognition of those services at the hands of the State (and we do not believe 

that any person will have the hardihood to deny that he rendered very meritorious 

services to the State), the allowance now granted to him must doubtless be regard- 

ed as extremely paltry. It should not be forgotten that, so far as the charges 

of corruption were concerned, he came out of the ordeal with flying colours, 

and that the Secretary of State, even though invited by Lord my te Govern- 

ment to eet aside the unanimous verdict of Mr. Justice Wilson’s Commission, 


refused to disturb their verdict in any way, so far as the charges of corruption 
0 1 of havi 


were concerned; while, as regards th borrowed from Native 
subjects of Her Majesty within his jurisdiction, it shopld not equally be forgot- 
ten that on two previous occasions, the latter occasion being as late as 1884, the 
Bombay Government had condoned his notorious indebtedness and had allowed 
him to compound with his creditors. Under these circumstances it is scarcely 
fair to visit his comparatively venial offence with so heavy a ew as that 
involved in the loss of nearly six-sevenths of the pension to which he would in 
the ordinary course have been entitled. The principle of granting him come 
allowance having been accepted, it would, we are inclined to fancy, have been 
more 1 on the part of the Secretary of State to have allowed him some 
decently handsome proportion of the pension, at least one-half if not two-thirds 
of £1,000 which he would have obtained if he had but retired at any time 
before March 1888, It is to be hoped that the Secretary of State will yet see 
his way to do the needful in this direction. The justice of our contention will 
be readily admitted by all when they remember that the eelf-incriminated 
officials, who have been dismissed the service because of their undisputed crimi- 
nality, have been more than fully com for their loss of office, when, as 
a matter of fact, they scarcely deserved the consideration shown to them. 


8. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 17th yA 
from Sa whether the inl “Gouna im 
acted wisely a pension a 
d N. Arthas Geber after be hed been dismissed 
from the the manner in which that pension 
hardly do credit to authorities concerned. wait 
allow public feeling to subside, and when every has 


necessary renewal of leave, is pai 
the death of Mrs. Ollivant 2 


applicants might come to hi imi 

doubt that if any case required to be treated as an exception, it was that of Mr. 
Ollivant. There was good and abundant reason why he should have been 
allowed a renewal of his leave without being obliged to observe the cruel formal- 
ity of a voyage to India and back. Wedo not, at the same time, agree with 
those who ask Government to change the leave rule in view of this exceptional 
case. Mr. Ollivant went away on three months’ privilege leave, and if he had 
wished to avoid coming out to India he might have got his leave converted into 
furlough. A correspondent of the Bombay Gazette very fairly observes that in 
the matter of leave rules the Indian Civil ice is exceedingly well off. 


5. The Jdme Jamehed (84), in its issue of the 21st May, approves 


of the proposals submitted by Mr. H. E. M. James, 
13 A Cotton Commissioner, N. D., for the revival of the Cotton 
Frauds Act, observing that in the interest of the 
vast trade of this presidency in this staple article all sorts of frauds should be 
suppressed, encouraging, at the same time, improvements in the cultivation of 
this material by means of a short law on the subject which would protect the trade 
from undue interference of petty Government servants entrusted with the work of 
out the law, and from a heavy duty on cotton exports for the expenses 

of the new department which ought to be by Government. 


6. A correspondent of the Vdrtdhar (18), in its issue of the 17th ＋ 
says : - A meeting of over one thousand persons of 

A public meeting held at castes and creeds was held at Revdanda on the 10th 

ict te adopt u memorial to instant to adopt a memorial to Parliament again the 

Parliament against the Age Age Of Consent Act. The meeting was attended by 

of Consent Act. the representatives of all the v — the 

Alibég Taluka. After a few remarks, pointing out the 

evil consequences likely to arise from the operation of the Act, had been addres#- 

ed, a committee was appointed to take signatures to the memorial of the adult 

male population of the täluka, to send the memorial to Parliament, and to 


collect subscriptions in the täluka for carrying out the object of the meeting. 


7. The Gujardé Mitra (82), in its issue of the 17th May, 
— I Mirror says that at the 
Natives in filing « . tion held at Calcutta in March last for the 
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which the op : ; . 
ings, which were in Marathi, passed off in a very quiet and orderly way. 

r. Govind Dhondo Limaye of Sdtéra, who held a neutral position in the Age 
of Consent controversy, was elected President. In the commencement the Con- 
ference placed on record its expression of profound sorrow at the untimely 
death of Mr. Charles gpa, whose noble championship of this country for 
the last three years will ever be remembered with deep gratitude by the entire 


Indian nation.” At the first day’s meeting the last year’s resoluti on the 
subject of education, income-tax operations and 4bkéri administration, with 
the additional proviso — — a “that it 2 hea that 8 should 
take early steps to prohibit the opening iquor shops at fairs, melds, j 

&.,“ — — with the view, as the mover sad, to show —— 
that the grievances complained of were real and not imaginary. The next reso- 


lution was about the Salt Act of 1890. It was moved in this resolution to 
ask the Bombay Government to take early steps to so amend the definition 
of the word “ manufacture” in the Salt Act of 1890 as to exclude all pro- 
cesses of cleaning and purifying salt from the scope of the Act, and to 
further amend the Act on the lines suggested by the Provincial Conference of 
1889. The amendment as Ben aye in this resolution is, we think, essentially 
necessary, as it is a great ip to the 1 inasmuch as they are liable to 
come into the clutches of law by simply cleaning and purifying impure salt for 
domestic purposes. The last resolution of the day was to secure despatch in the 
execution of the orders of municipal bodies, or of the executive side of — 
bodies, or of their executive committees ; and with a view to strengthen 
the executive side of municipal administration, to amend the District Munici 
Act to enable municipalities to delegate to their chief stipendiary officers any or 
all of their executive powers. The second day’s sitting was rather a | y one, 
as, owing to excessive heat, it was intended to go through the whole 
gramme at one sitting. The first subject taken up on that day was the 1 
eee NN 
uate restrictions on the powers © police 
aa the 9 of 1 — and of religious fa oo 
and festivities, that proper should be im order that the 
were of the District tra the Act should not come in conflict with 
palities under the Municipal Act, it was further resolved to 
ta on to enquire into the whole 
as was done by the Government, 
on, if it be decided by the 
lines, vis., that the police should be relieved of jail 


yer available police for 
ve a more equal distribution of . 


efficiency of the present force for minimising 
of pereon and property; that the two branches of the 


* 


ö 
55 


expressed its satisfaction at the recent resolution of Govern. 
control of the District Collevtors in 

and conveniences of the agricultural 

in conflict with the interests of the forest revenue, but it expressed 
ernment of imposing harsh restrictions 
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uestion, and it was moved by Mr. Tilak “that the Conference places 
its regret that the Government of India was not 
regard to the public opinion expressed about the Consent Bill.“ 
then authorized its President to submit to Government represen 
behalf embodying its resolutions on the following subjects: 
tration, Abkäri administration, police reform, income-tax o 
— Act, the Deccan iculturiste’ Relief Act, and the conciliation 
system. 
9. The Mahrdtia (4), in its issue of the 17th May, says :—So far as the 
ings of the Provincial Conference are concerned, matters appear to be 


improving. There is yet much room for improvement, but there was an assur 
ance that this improvement would be effected, and it is this assurance that is 


on ratifying 
ples about which there exists little difference of opinion. 
tly, hold that the s ions which the people make abou 
orms are impracticable, We hold otherwise, and unless 
strengthen our case each year it is impossible that solutions of the several 
administrative problems can be brought nearer. The first difficulty in the en 
is that one party alone om, while the other to 


The 


is 
en silence. And the Conference be congratulated on the fact 
resolved to make Government speak. The idea of memorialising Govern- 


ment in the matter of such subjects as require Government action isa 
and we shall watch * — 


-governmen 
votes taken. This, if we remember aright, 
6 occasions, and of this much credit is due to the 
rn, is a Garbhädhänist and not a Sudhérak. bere a 
blic to the resolution on the Consent The 
attitude as cannot be objected to by the hottest reformer. 
When the Act was passed there was considerable jubilation in the reformers’ 
In the exuberance of joy at the opposition being set at naught, they 
that their own ions were treated with equally scant courtesy. The 
resolution passed by the erence would show that so t is onde 
more beginning to assert itself. We thank the Sudhäraks for the moderation 
and toleration they showed on this occasion. In conclusion, we congratulate the 
Poona and mofussil delegates on the successful manner in which they managed 


the Conference. 


10. The Gujardéi (81), in its issue of the 17th May, writes:—Some weeks 
1. Poona papers a discouraging announcement that the 
Provincial Conference would not be held this year on account of the dissensions 
between the opponents and advocates of the Consent Age Bill. Weare, however 
glad that the ominous ictions of the prophets of evil have been falsified and 
that the deliberations of the Fourth Provincial Conference which met on Monday 
last at Poona have successfully terminated without occasioning any ba among 
the assembled delegates. The list of subjects laid before the Conference was 
sufficiently exhaustive, and more or less useful ions were embodied in the 
ferm of resolutions which were unanimously accepted by the delegates. One 
very striking feature in connection with the last Conference was the pro to 
address separate representations to Government on some of the principal topics 
discussed by the delegates and thus to elicit an answer, favourable or otherwise, 
from them. The National Congress also took a similar departure last year, and 
we think that is the only method by which the deliberations of both the bodies 
can be rendered less 2 more informing and productive of some prao- 
tical or tangible good in the shape of an authoritative reply from the authorities. 
As we have already acknowledged, the last Conference must be pronounved to 
be a success on the whole, gg | when one recalls to mind the great dis- 
couragements amidst which Mr. G. K. Gokhale, Secretary to the Conference, had 
to work. Public thanks are due to him and the two other gentlemen who co- 
operated with him after Mr. Tilak had resigned his Secretaryship for some 
unknown and mysterious reasons and thus left his colleague to shift for himself. 
We have so far confined our comments to the good side of the Conference, and 
it now remains for us to notice what seem to us to be very serious defects in its 
constitution and procedure. Our observations in this regard are conceived in 
no captious or cavilling spirit, but are simply intended in the interests 
of the Conference itself. The last Conference was ome about ninety 
delegates, sixty of whom were from Poona itself. It is indeed a satisfactory 
symptom of political activity in the city of the Peshwas that all the — 
delegates should have been elected by the various municipal wards, an 
in this reapect the example of Poona may be profitably followed in other 


—— tara sent ten — tes; — x... ates — 
each ; two; nchalkaranji, » Thäna, Ratnägir 
Dbärwür, oe From these figures it is clear that the Conference 


be called a Provincial Conference, and that its constitution 
vement. Poona monopolises nearly two-thirds of the 

; some districts are very inadequately represented, 
ted at all. For this, of course, the oters are not to 


van 
needa erable im 
entire number of d 
and others not 


blame, as they had sent invitations to the l citizens in each district and 
done what could to secure adequate re tation of all districts, An 
important like Gujardt sends no representative at all. This is, indeed. 


manner how i 


and shows in a con » yee an 
eame time it must be said 


as in other matters, 


— 


y 

. Surya Prakdeh (88), the Svadesh Banden (126), the Broach Samdehéy 
the Gujardt Mitra (82) and the Ahmedabad Times (89) of this week 
similar sentiments ; while the Gujardt Darpan (80) and the Hindusthdn 
the 17th May censure the Conference for — * the resolution in 
with the Age of Consent Bill, on the ground that a social subject 
t before a political association. The Kesari 

y, considers the Conference to be a com 
success and attributes the attack made on it by the Indian Spectator (2) to 
meanness and race Te ee that the observation of the . in 
— Conference not having been properly elected is not 


11. The Indian ator (2), in its issue of the 17th May, writes:— 
Poona politicans have played this time at provincial es Their last year's 
Provincial Conference cut but a very sorry figure, and its failure to present in 
time the intended address to His Excellency the Governor led to the exposure 
of the manner in which business is transacted by men who wish to have a share 
in the administration of the country. That exposure was regretted by at 
the time, but lessons of the kind that His Excellency Lord Harris taught to 
Poona politicians are necessary to enable them to know themselves a little 
before trying their hands at State problems. This year’s Conference at Poona 
has come and gone, and there is nothing particularly noticeable either in its 
resolutions or its harangues, except the motion it is reported to have unanimously 
adopted concerning the Age of Consent Act. That motion condemns the 


Government of India for not paying sufficient attention to public opinion in 


— the law. Play- acting of this sort, through which the Pcona Con- 
erence has just now gone, does harm to nokcdy. It may be mentioned 
that the Presidentship of the Conference had been cflered to Mr. D. E. Wächa, 
but he declined to have anything to do with it on hearing that the Conference 
2 to pass a resolution condemning the Age of Consent law. He has 

wisely. Neither Bombay nor Gujarit joined the Conference, and, as for 


the men who assembled at it, they were delegates from the places whence they 
came in the usual sense of the term. [Ihe det Goftir (86) of the same 
date expresses similar sentiments. | 


12. In approving of the rule lately — dy the Bombay High Court 
0 


reserving to the ection of a district when 
bey I 8 issuing a sanad to practise in a District Court, the 
eh © Praja Mat (118), in its issue of the 10th May, says 


in the districts approved and that since in some of the Subordinate Judges’ Courts 
1 request made to the in the Ahmedabad District the number of pleaders is 
onourable Judges in the 


ES — very small and the pleaders charge exorbitant fees, the 
Honourable Judges of the High Court will do well to 
allot a certain number of Vakils to each Court and to keep up the number. 


18. The Jadw Prakdeh (18), in its issue of the 18th May, writes: — The 


University Tower tra continues to occupy the 
anal —— a Sev anxious attention of the Pal community. In spite 
of the patient enquiry. that is made by the 
Conan oS Se theories ben App bo jer ortunate young 
women death propounded some of our contemporaries, nothing 
reliable eo far has been ted. The incident is doubtless unfortunate and the 


po if in the heat 
readily from the pockets of our Pérsi friends, but it 


to wait. 
14. The Kaiser-i-Hind (85), in its issue of the 17th May, says: When 
, we indited our article on the subject of the Rijdbéi 
The ngnd oe eee Tower oso Sage week we earnestly hoped that the 
—— police weal able to trace the criminals to their 
— ir and lay bare the whole mystery in which the 
ing tragedy till then was ed. A week has since gone by and we are 
‘eved to find that the police has done next to nothing in that direction. 
Bn the contrary, from the evidence given by the Coroner’s Surgeon, it is plain 
that the police is obstinately determined to cling to the theory of the nail 
marks and indentations on the bodies of the deceased having been caused by 
a fall. Whether the fall was accidental or intentional is still an undecided 
blem. So also the question whether the girls were thrown down the tower 
cony by some We also observed that most of the witnesses 
brought forward,—such as the sepoys, the Gowlee, the Chokräs et hoc genus,— 
were not creditable to the detective ability of the police. We had hoped that 
in the interests of truth and morality the police would be found to the 
occasion and unravel the mystery. But, like Aslä ji, it defies the public. It pute 
ina plea of non possumus, and, apparently, invites the public to accept the 
theory to which it mysteriously clings from some motive or other unexplained. 
The evidence of the Coroner’s nis inconclusive. Mr. Craigie was able 
to elicit from him by dint of persistent cross-examination the statement that 
the injuries might have been caused by an assault or attempt at assault on 
the bodies of the girls. The rest of the evidence, barring that of the Pärai 
doctors and the relatives and friends of the deceased, is more or less sus- 
picious and inconsequential. If, then, this be the kind of evidence which 
still remains to be brought before the Coroner, we loudly demand that the 
sooner that official closes his enquiry and sends to Government his report on the 
absurd attitude assumed by the police the better for the ends of justice. For, 
with such police there could be no hope of aclue. Public time is being need- 
lessly wasted, while the vy of the eyo is in no way advanced. Nay, on 
the contrary, it seems to be defeated. A Judge of the High Court is reported 
to have once observed that, given the police a certain theory to start with—be it 
ever 80 absurd, be it a perfect will-o’-the-wisp like the one it is now persistently 
and obstinately trying to make out—given such a theory, it need not 
any one to see a perfect edifice of evidence constructed to corroborate 
it. It would seem that the truth of that shrewd and experienced observation is 
being amply illustrated in the present lamentable case. We see it painly that, 
with an infatuation which is perfectly ‘amazing, the police hopelessly tries to 
rear the structure of accident on its fancied ae while there is sufficient 
mptive evidence to on the other and more generally accepted 
hear of assault—notwithstanding what twenty editors of the Bombay 
te may say to the contrary. It is, indeed, most strange that pe - 
graphs should have day after day appeared in that respectable journal, blindly 
advocating the theory set up by the police. Wonders never cease. Such being 
e of the police, it now remains for the public to appeal to the Gov- 
erament to relieve those who are now conducting the investigation and entrust 
the task to tterly unprejudiced. Provided the 
to undergo the expense, we 
pe. For, it is a positive scandal 
tection of the lives of our citizens 
manner they seem to do. We were most anxious to give 
credit. We were disposed to consider it not an 
as it has made out by the mob. We are still ready and 
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In the prepared 
sit down with folded en blind eyes, and deaf ears on the occasion; oris 
prepared to take notice of the police and bring it to bay? In short, is the 
Government going to wear bangles and shawls and allow the police to cool its 
heels while murder and rapine stalk free about the streets of Bombay? If the 
force is so recalcitrant and disobedient to authority, is it worth while maintain. 
ing it? What has the Municipal Corporation to say to this discreditable st ue of 
P Could the police not be disbanded ? not the Government 
a lustration and reorganize the police of Bombay on a better and more disciplined 
footing ? This is the question the public should discuss. Bombay cannot pay 
the whole piper for the police establishment, and, at the same time, tolerate a 
state of inefficiency which may lead to the committal of the foulest crimes in 
broad open day-light on unprotected respectable women. For the sanctity of 
home, for the sanctity of the wives, mothers and daughters of Bombay, we 
loudly demand that the Government should at once set on foot an ind 
and unprejudiced enquiry. [The Kuthidwdr Times (8), in its issue of the 20th 
May, expresses similar sentiments. } 


15. The Rést Goftdr (86), in its issue of the 17th May, writes :—What 


5888 
8 


is the business of the police? It is to detect crime. In the Räjabai Tower 
enquiry they have put aside this function and are working heart and soul to prop 

up a preconceived theory of their own. They have no reason to assume 
any one eee! regarding the fatality is more probable than another. Even 


if the probabilities were really in favour of their own pet theory, it isa 
rous misconception of their duty to work up to it, as if no other 
to account for the fatality were possible. It is the duty of the police to w 
upon the assumption that a crime has been committed, unless the contrary is proved. 
Is the contrary proved here? Is it beyond the possibility of a doubt that there 
was no foul play? Of the three suppositions, that of foul play is still the most 
bable, and yet the police are ap * spending all their energy to prove 
t it was anything but foul play, Their action 1 amounts to this 
that they have unconsciously set themselves up as advocates of the criminal, 
if criminals there be. The position which the police seems to have taken 
is that of determined opposition to the suggestion of foul play. It is not 
duty thus to work in support of a particular view, without any clear and over 
whelming evidence to show that that is the correct view and none other. It is 
Sy: 
any 0 more another. n every 
learn the truth about a which is still as far from solution as ever it was 
before, The attitude of the police will not help to solve the mystery, We 
peal to Colonel Wilson, Commissioner of Police, to instruct his subordinate 
as to their proper duty in connection with this aad business. If the poor 
were the victims of a crime, already mych precious time has been lost in 
will tee if there waa a 


Bom 


** 


i 


tHE 


4 


8 


that the Bombay Gazette should have followed the objectionable course 
‘a gr jhe ps | on the evidence Suk Ge Gita Geos te 
su theory of accident wrongly entertained so stubbornly stuck to 
alen The Gasette aa the Pérsi girl Navdsbéi, whose very im 

ant evidence was recorded before the inquest the day before yesterday, should have 
produced at such a late hour of the enquiry. There ought, however, to be no 
wonder at allin this matter. It has been well known to the public for several 


J 


wonder is that it did not produce these children before the Coroner. An explana- 
tion ought to be forthcoming from the police why it failed to bring these 
children before the inquest. e complaint made by Mr. Brewin and supported 
by the Bombay Gazette that nobody gave information to the police 
these children witnesses is rather strange, since it shows that the police 
incapable to collect information about a crime by its own exertions and has to 
depend upon the good will of individuals for the collection of eame. The 
Gasette rightly remarks that by producing these important witnesses at so 
late an hour of the enquiry an opportunity has been given to the abettors of 
Ménakji ap if there were any, to make themselves scarce, but the fault of 
this lies with the police. [The Jdme Jamshed (84), in its issue of the 19th May, 
also censures the police for its conduct in this matter.] 


17. The Katser-i-Hind (85), in its issue of the 17th May, writes :— We have 
shown that Dr. Sydney Smith’s evidence is almost wholl) 

Remarks strongly condema- jnconclusive and beyond ordinary belief so far as it 
Gone Sete of the refers to the nail marks on the bodies of the unfortu- 
quest oa the ajabdi Tower nate girls in the Réjébéi Tower fatality. No sane 
fatality. person, be he a medical man or a layman, would for 
a moment believe it. But it was in the power of the 

to have assisted the public in unravelling the mystery instead 
of entirely on the hitherto unproven hypothesis with which the police 
has atarted and to which it is determined, in defiance of —— opinion, to 
adhere. After severely censuring the Coroner's 8 for to make a 
— and of the d 


Coroner's 


„ of the clothes eceased and for arriving 
| tion at the conclusion that the clothes could have — 


cer rae Oe One So See cen” ty 
ous e ce e Coroner’s : 

cal it is utterly valueless. Our common sense refuses to 
th a dosen instances of evidence of this character and 

whole system of holding Coroner’s inquests would 

canta and ridioule: In fact, thie inquest has 

points to which we cannot but draw the attention 

Authorities with a view of having a better and more 
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other independent and competen 
. Fifthly, the police should have to do as little as possible with 
clothes or with the en of anything else most relevant to a 
We would not trust the police in such matters, for we are of 
it is liable to destroy evidence or mutilate it as it may suit its 
The Coroner alone,—a person of the stern integrity and thorough 
sterling independence of character of the present Coroner, should be the sole 
of all belongings found on the bodies of deceased on 
be held. In fact, everything should be done in his presence 
lute confidence that no is injured, made away, or 
tion for em 
ury should be com 


We are now fully persuaded that, had such rules been observed in the present 
case, we 1 ere this obtained a fair clue to the solution of the — 
e 


and given ice the flattest contradiction touching its own fancied th 
accidental fall. Will the Government of His Excellency Lord Harris awaken | 
its conscience and rise to do the duty which it owes to the citizens of Bombay? 
Or is it prepared to allow the irresponsible and capricious police to do what it 


likes ? is the question to which we now invite the attention of the public, 
the Police Commissioner, and the Government. 


18. A correspondent of the Praja Mat (115), in its issue of the 16th May, 


A complaint against some pa Plaine that 4 eth 7 Cemen at 1 holka forei 5 
e mangoes and other ruits from the villagers w 
ee 6 = bring their uce to market, and adds that a 


ant man recently took some fuel from a Dhed without 
pa or it. 


Part II.— Railways. 


19. The Din Bandhu (9), in its issue of the 17th May, writes: — Although 
tie frequent fatal accidents which have of late ocourred 
denn’ tlleged canses of soci on the railway lines in this ency can legally and 
ber Preda. technically be attributed to the rash and negligent acts 
Bombay Presidency. y eg 
of railway servants, they are due solely to the present 
bad system of hard work from these employés. It is very cruel to work 
ae continuously = 2 22 15 4 14 sunrise I for —— 
pom together, wrong to expec discharge uties, w 
are in themselves very onerous and numerous, without 2 
Mill operatives get half an hour’s respite h j 
officers and crew on board steamers have their 


passengers that we think it is time that the 
should take some measures for o 


— — he from — one Complaints og 
from several quarters about the overcrowding of passengers on 0 
0. I. Railway ‘ine. Good many have recently been 


passengers 
home on account of insufficiency of accommodation. 
masters know well enough that the 
strange that the Company 


companies most, and it is 
rtesy by them. There is a spec 
on the G. I. P. Railway and the rates are speci uring 
t the poor Native has neither any body to be kicked nor soul to be saved, nor 
has he any holidays to observe. He has no notion of either convenience or 
comfort and he can be treated in any fashion the servante of railway companies 
choose to 1 But we expect Government to stand between the two im- 
— oe p the weak against the strong, and we hope something will be 
to redress the grievances of the sufferers. [The Suryd Prakdeh (88), in 
its issue of the 16th May, expresses similar sentiments. } 


21. The Sudhdrak (17), in its issue of the 18th May, refers to the incon- 
veniences and hardships suffered by Native passengers 

Suggestions for the re- on the G. I. P. and S. M. Railways, and recommends 
more! of grievances T. lud that, like the detectives in the Police Department, a few 
i— =  ~— Natives should be appointed to travel on these lines in 
order to note down and report to the railway authorities 

and Government the hardships suffered by passengers owing to neglect of duty 
or misconduct on the part of the railway employés or to any shortcomings in the 
railway t, and a special officer should be appointed to enquire into 
these complaints as well as into the grievances of traders, merchants and railway 
servants who fail to obtain redress at the hands of railway authorities. The 
Sudhdrak also observes that the information annually published by Government 
on the oes „ is very meagre, and s that quarterly statements 
publi giving due information on different heads of income and 


expenditure of the companies. 


22. The Adthidwdr Times (8), in its issue of the 16th May, writes :— 
Punctuality on some of the railways seems to be quite 

Late arrival at Wadhwan cut of the question. Again to-day we have no Bomba 
of the mae San Pee Bom- mail. The cause assigned for this is that the B. B. 
ä & C. I. mail train does not arrive punctually at 
Wadhwén, and that the Morvi railway trains cannot wait for it too long. If 
matters are as represented, we should like to impress upon the B. B. & C. I. 
Railway authorities the urgent necessity for their forthwith taking steps for the 


timely arrival of the mail train at Wadhwän. 
Part III.— Municipalities. 


„ The Ohanddnehw (24), in its issue of the 10th . :—A general 
K 5 4 : of the municipal — 2 of 


as held on the Sth instant to consider some municipal 
matters, when a discussion arose as to who should 
peg gar of Mr. Shinde, Head Master of 

No. 1 at that town, tranaf to Kardd, and it 
was decided that the matter should be referred to the Deputy Educational In- 
tpector. Réo Säheb Wagle, the Mämlatdär of Tüsgaon, who was present at this 


commissioners. It is said that the 
in order to avoid serious consequences. 


24. The Sind Times (7), in ite issue of the 17th May, says: 


whatever t the Manipur embrogio. k. 


reas ＋ 
but not in There is a great deal that. req 


pur 
na > oe Se ne On ae 
— ience very long before 
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25. The Indu Prakdsh (13), in its issue of the 18th May, writes: —It is ctill 
early to form any opinion as to the propriety or otherwise of the conduct of Govern- 
ment in what they have done at Manipur. If the English. 
man of Calcutta be correct by fifty per Pp to have 
committed a very serious mistake. But until the full text of the Government 
despatches is available to the public, there can be no reliable basis for judging 
whether the instructions of the Foreign Office at Simla were conceived in . 
spirit of fair play. That Office, we suspect, must be at the bottom of much that 
has 11 in Manipur territory of late. The code of the Political Depart 
ment of the Government of India must undergo a thorough revision, especially that 
chapter of it which regulates its relations with the Indian Princes and 
The Native States of India have their own drawbacks, and these are unfortunately 
too many; but, we believe, at critical times the political officers attached to the 
States are, more often than not, found wanting in that capacity which spri 
from a genuine desire to support the cause of right. In the meanwhile, it is 
factory to note that Manipur affairs have attracted attention in Parliament. Lord 
Ripon, than whom there is no greater friend of righteousness, has interested him- 
self in the matter; and several members of the House of Commons also have 
interpellated Sir John Gorst, who, with his usual shifty manner of dealing with 
Indian matters, has so far not been good enough to vouchsafe any information 
tending to throw better light on the matter than what the public here has been able 
to obtain without the aid of the official tarch light. But even Sir John Gorst 
cannot stand the imputation that England is a barbarous country, at least in 


its behaviour towards Asiatic e. Our readers probably remember that 
during the Afghan campaigns eke Frederick Roberts Bose in for no small share 


of the indignation of the lish public for his all 
sion and cruel 1 v 


have burnt vill; and — executed hundreds of 
Afghanistan sim atrike 


to 

the irresistible power of England. Such 

Wee eb ee Be Ne Se reg eae 1 
Asiatic 


might be under the rules 

af. tho gutecinhen to be ote English 
p 0 n 

na very emphatic manner that he concurred 

should bedone in the Manipur ex on “ina 

that in which a German column would probably act 


aL 


| 
if 


i 


Pape f oy ope a These are important words, and we trust 
they wi ways acted a 


96. In discussing the official despatches on the Manipur disaster which 
have been laid before Parliament, the Bombay Samdchér 


defects in ee oe 
to arrest the Jubraj g given to the 
new Mahérdja of Manipur after acknowledgment of the latter by the Indian 
Government; and, secondly, a darbär was held at which the Jubräj was to be 
apprehended. The first slip militates against the ordinary mode of transacting 
business with foreign powers, and an explanation on this point from the Govern- 
ment of India is urgently needed. The second mistake also goes against business 
routine, but a defence has been offered by the Government on this point. In 
defending the conduct of Mr. Quinton it has been asserted by the Government 
of India in their despatch to the Secretary of State for India that, the means 
adopted for the arrest of the Jubraj at a public darbaér was the safest and honest. 
It is very hard to understand this explanation, which is not likely to be avcepted 
by the people of India. This conduct of Government cannot be graceful 
towards a petty Native State, considering the former’s great power and high 
ition; and certainly it was neither straightforward nor honest. It has been 
hitherto believed by the Natives that the darbirs held by the British Government 
are peaceful gatherings for the due exchange of civilities, and they cannot 
understand why a different construction should be put upon the darbär held at 
Manipur. Should Government think of affixing to the word darbär a different 
meaning than the one generally accepted, it would mean that a darbär is some- 
times made to perform the duties of the police, and this would startle and frighten 
the Native chiefs, princes and the 1 It is, however, to be hoped that 
this strange interpretation has been adopted by Government solely in their great 
anxiety to defend the thoughtless and improper conduct of Mr. Quinton. 


27. The same newspaper, in its issue of the 19th May, observes :—The opinion 
of the English press rightly inclines towards condemnation of the policy adopted by 
Government in regard to Manipur, denouncing it as exhibiting want of fore. 
thought. The Daily News is vorrect in charging Goverament itself with the 
responsibility of this censurable policy. ‘The Supreme Government cannot be 
entirely acquitted, since it instructed Mr. Quinton to carry a small force with 

„ Apparently in ignorance of the actual state of things at Manipur, Messrs. 
Quinton and Grimwood also neglected to take due precautions in carrying out 
the orders of the Supreme Government. The Commissioner and the Political 
Agent were so careless in this matter, that though the Jubräj was friendly 
towards them, they frightened him and made him turn into an enemy by their 
suspicious movements and thus brought the disaster on their own heads. It is 
much regretted that the Government of India should try to defend the 
serious mistake committed by Mr. Quinton in designing the arrest of Jubräj at 
& public darbär, and thus frighten the Native princes and people of India by 
Announcing that a darbär could be legitimately with the work of the 
police, It is to be hoped that the Government of India will dispel this fear from 

ita subjects and tributaries by disavowing this s construction on 
the objects of a public darbér. co 


. Ref to the official correapondence published in the Supplement to 
of the 16th aa we — to the enka outbreak, 


28 
the Gasette of I 
the ag Brandes (19), in ite aue of the Yet May, says :—-This correspondence 
—8 


18 


shows that the late Chief Commissioner of Assam inter alia proposed to arrest th 
F eee invited as a 
and that the Government of I gave their deliberate 
proposal the treacherous character of which has been admitted to 
extent even by the London Times and other Conservative j in England, 
It is also extremely surprising that the Government of India should have take: 
six months since the —— voluntary abdication, but 
retirement into private life or forcible deposition 


One would have thought that, 
whether the ex-Mahäräja deserved to be reinstated or not 


last 
e 


Th correspondence also discloses very clearly the utter ignorance of the local 
authorities regarding the daring character and fruitful resources of the rebel- 
lious Senäpati, who must naturally have been elated with the success of his 
design against his eldest brother, the ex-Mahérdja. [The Gujardt Darpan (80) 
of the same date expresses similar sentiments. | 


29. The Hitechchhu (88) of 14 in its issue 7 — Ast May, 

i condemns the heathen practice of offering human 

13 Ir 14 — and other sacrifices to idole, censures the Manipuris 

— — who brutally murdered the British officers and 

sprinkled their blood on some idols, and is glad that the 

victorious British column has destroyed those idols, as this act will show the 

— that the idols that could not protect themselves are incapable to protect 
others. 


80. In noticing the official correspondence relating to the recent disturb- 
ances at Camhay that has been just laid on the table 
3 = red gare of the House of Commons, the Bombay Saméchdr 
2 (93), in its issue of the 21st May, says: — The report of 
Lieutenant Mill, the officer in command of the detach- 
ment of the 5th Bombay Infantry, shows that the agriculturists who had collect- 
ed in an unlawful assembly were incapable to confront the detachment, which 
received only ashower of brick-bats from the assembly, while thirteen agricul- 
turists were killed and three times that number were seriously wounded. But 
other documents show that 20 persons were killed and 100 were wounded. No 
satisfactory explanation as to why so many lives were destroyed is to be found 
among the papers, and in the faint attempt made to render an explanation on 
this point the authorities contradict each other. Mr. Cooke, the Political Agent, 
and Mr. James, the Commissioner of the Northern Division, regret this loss, 
attributing it to accident. While Lieutenant Mill states that the mounted police 
of Cambay having refused to attack the rioters, the militaries had to perform 
that duty, it is asserted by the Bombay Government that the people attacked 
and routed the Cambay police, and while passing by the detachment were attack- 
ed by the militaries. These two accounts do not agree with each other; while 
Lieutenant Mill asserts the weakness and inability of the rioters, the Bombay 
Government describes the belligerent pene and conduct of the riotous 
assembly. The Supreme Government in its despatch to the a of State 
deacribes the occurrence in a manner quite differing from the g ons of 
Lieutenant Mill and the Bombay Government, agreeing however with the public 
that excessive severity was used towards the rioters, It is therefore to be 
hoped that the disinterested parties who have been trying to secure justice to 
the unfortunate agrioulturists of Cambay will not slacken their 
will succeed in redress of the grievances. 


and 
81. Thesame news , in ite iseue of the 22nd , observes :—In ita des- 
patch to the Secretary of State for India Mr. Shdmrdo N. Laud, the Diwän, is de- 


19 
ie dom ack ule wt 


. well-meaning but injudicious adminis- 
trator.” 


description does not tally with the o recorded by the 8 
Government about the Cambay administration under this Diwan. o the authority 
of the submitted by a responsible officer it has been asserted by the Govern- 
ment of India that, under the administration of Mr. Laud, oppressive taxes were 
imposed upon the rs ate and oppression and torture were practised, and yet it 
remarks that 


Mr. Laud was a well-meaning but injudicious administrator, and 
that the Camba — og. wrongly entertained a dislike for him. It is surprising 
that no steps 8 have been taken Mr. Laud when the Government 
of India has admitted that his administration has been guilty of grave offences. 
It is to be hoped, that legal steps will be taken by the disinterested parties who 
have been moving in this matter against the delinquencies of the late Diwän. 
The Nawäb having failed to show due ability to administer his State properly, 
he has been rightly served by Government by excluding him from all interfer- 
ence in the administration for a period of two years. e Jdme Jamshed (84), 
in its issue of the 21st May, expresses some of the above sentiments. | 


32. In noticing the same subject, the Gujardé Darpan (80), in its issue 
of the 2lst May, writes :—It is now for the public to ] who should be 
held criminally responsible for the events which culminated in the Cambay 
slaughter. It is impossible to disguise the fact that the Nawäb must be held 
responsible for the collapse of his administration ; and we feel that, were it not 
for the Kashmere dehate in Parliament, Cambay wouldere long have had the 
red colour extended to it. It is more our concern here, however, to give some 
compensation to the widows and orphans of those who have fallen victims to 
this disgraceful mal-administration, and to judge who should pay the piper for 
the same, whether the Naw4b or the Diwan. With His Excellency Lord Harris's 
acknowledgment in his khariéa of injustice and oppression on the part of the 
Nawäb, his minister and his subordinates, we believe the rayat’s case is full 
made out that they were suffering from a grave provocation, and that the Nawa 
nominally, but the Diwan principally, should be taken to task for the sad 
massacre. We have always respected authority and law, and we know that even a 
grave provocation could not justify an unlawful assembly for obtaining redress 
or reforms ; but this we do say that the Cambay affair is very peculiar, being in 
the main, as Mr. Lee-Warner calls it, an agrarian disturbance, the cause of it 
being a widespread alarm that, after reliance upon the promises made by the 
Nawab in 1881, the survey operations would bring no application of a British 
settlement, but only an increase to burdens already intolerable. Mr. James has 
the honesty to say that the rayats do not seem to have been urged on by 
intrigue, It is a general movement of dissatisfaction and for redress of griev- 
ances which undoubtedly exist. To these grievances and the favt that the 

revious demonstration had been successful, to general mi ent of the 

tate and particularly to the grave weakness and incapacity shown by the Nawab, 
the Diwdn and their subordinates when the movement began to gain a head, I 
attribute the recent lamentable events.” We can see no stro justification 
than the above for popular resentment, and must hold the Darbär, especially 
Mr. Sh4mréo, the Diwän, responsible for the massaere of 1890. 


33. The Svadesh Bandhu (126), in its issue of the 20th May, expresses 

dissatisfaction at the re-employment in the Cambay 

N. Si — hy 8 State of several persons who were employed under Mr. 

Cambay State disapproved. 8. N, Laud, the late Diwän, but were subsequently 
dismissed by the present Administrator. 


34. The dhmedabad Times (89), in its issue of the 20th May, observes :—On 
20th March last Colonel Hancock, Acting Political 
t, Käthiäwär, and Mr. Cooke, Acting Political 


Viait of Colonel Hancock, 


Political Agent, Agent, Cambay, visited in company of a European lad 
thie 3 Shatrunje All, in the Pélitdna State in Kéthiawés 
bay, tothe Shatrunja Hill, When the party * at the gate called 
* the Kathidwir Agency, säpir they were asked, in accordance with a put 
deen ainiult alleged to have up there, by the person in charge of the hill to take 
these =. 8 their boots and put on shoes, but they 


refused to comply with the request. Before entering 


echchhu pov Ra 3 in 1 issue of the 4 in 

i e Guͤikwid's administration, o es that 

system in the Bereds J the land tax in the Baroda State is 60 reasonable tha 

several British cultivators have migrated to the Géik. 

wAd’s territory, evidently in preference to paying high land assessment in British 

86. A correspondent of the 1 Mitra (82), in its issue of the 17th 

May, says that a 13 with a small has 

r been going about plundering in the — 4 

ern of the town of Kathor in the Baroda State, and re- 
quests the Baroda authorities to bring him to book. 


87. The Praja Mat (115), in its issue of the 16th May, observes :-- Jénbéi 
an , and Mr. Karsan Khavds, the latter of whom has been 
in the Ferntree as ordered to be dismissed from His Highness the Jém’s 
service for some revenue defalcations, have succeeded 
in Py the Jam against Mr. Rdghav Khaväs and several subjects 
of the State. Mr. hav Khavdés was very popular in Jamnagar and his 
dismissal has caused widespread regret. The property of two Banias has been 
confiscated, while the houses of several other have been attached by the 
State. We request the Government of His Excellency Lord Harris to enquire into 
these intrigues and obtain justice to the aggrieved parties. [The Hindusthdn (105) 
in its issue of the 17th May, expresses similar sentiments. 


88. The Nydyadarehak (113), in its issue of the 18th May, observes :—The 
ee intrigues going on in the J State have, it is 
Inas sus. stated, originated with Mr. Karsan Khavés, who is said 
: to have amassed a fortune of nearly 30 lakhs of rupees. 
He is backed by Mr. Maganläl Bäpubhäi, the Diwan. Our Jamnagar correspond: 
ent, however, states that Jänbäi is also intriguing and has obtained the dismissal 
of Mr. Raghav Khavas by representing to the am that he is the adviser of Prince 
Kälubha. We fear the State is likely to be mismanaged by such intrigues 
under the administration of the weak-minded Diwän, Mr. Maganläl, and desire 
the removal of Jänbäi, Mr. Karsan Khaväs, their accomplices, and the Diwün. 
[The Ahmedabad Times (89), in its issue of the 20th May, expresses similar 
sentiments. | 


89. In alluding to the recent transfer of Colonel W. Scott, Political Agent, 
Mahi Käntha, to Pilanpur, a correspondent of the 

me. ee <3 a See Hitechchhu (83) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of the 21st 
Agent Mah Kanth May, observes that while that officer was in charge of 
the Mahi Käntha Agency for the last six years he was 

found to be very obstinate, and that when he once commenced to trust a sub- 


ordinate he would fully rely on him, even warns him such 3 —— 
matter as making appointments. The correspondent also com that Colonel 


Scott had an inveterate prejudice against natives of Mahi Kantha and always 
took care to fill up vacancies with outsiders, 
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5 
Part I1.— Politics and the Public Admiatetration. 


1. The Indian Spectator (20, in its issue of the 24th May, writes: 
of the autho- 


2 t considerab — setting ' 
ernment are era 

I. old A of Divide et 

It is a new d 
the different communities were treated alike YY 
favoured class. Perhaps, since then, in various directions improved methods of 
ernment have been introduced. Honest endeavours have been made to 
Fring to light acts of high-handedness. In other ways, too, the administration 
is rendered purer. But alongside these advantages an evil has crept in of late 
years. It is the one we have mentioned above. Divide and rule” has been 
by some as a useful rule of government, and it has been acted on. In 
the history of governments, there is a stage during which “ Divide and rule 
may not only facilitate work, but may be necessary and expedient as a principle 
of practical politics. Whatever be the circumstances under which such a rule of 
politics may be unobjectionable, we can easily hazard the declaration that it is 
entirely unsuited to the condition of India, at least to her present condition. A 
Governor-General, who came to these shores some twenty years ago, perceived how 
the Mahomedans had been falling backwards. They formed, and form, no un- 
important element in the Indian population under the British rule. It was 
marked that the ways and means of civilization which were opened to the other 
communities had not been seized by this race and made use of for its advance- 
ment pari passen with the other races inhabiting the continent. When attention 
was once direvted to the matter, it was taken up by subsequent rulers. It 
was true statesmanlike policy, therefore, that the rulers were pursuing when 
they bestirred themselves to advance the backward Mahomedans, to throw facili- 
ties in the way of their education — to bring it nearer to them, as it were, in order 
to meet them half-way—to encourage all their efforts for their improvement. 
Some district officers and others, however, who could give away places and 
bestow honours and favours, therefore began to patronize the class, but without 
making the necessary difference between merit and no merit. They took the 
Mahomedans under their care in such a manner as to increase race jealousies 
between the Mahomedans and other communities. They showed as little 
discretion in siding with them. Their behaviour * the Mahomedans, the 
uneducated or half-educated among them especially, to understaud that the 
Government feared them more than other races, that it wished to conciliate 
them and humour them, if necessary, that it would think twice before it came 
to a rupture with them. In return for the favours that were bestowed, some- 
times imprudently, on individual Mahomedans, they were required to have 
no sympathy with the political or quasi-political agitations, with Oongress 
meetings, &., which the other raves were engaged in. A not very honourable 
attempt was made to buy them off. It is not wy in connection with political 
movements that Government servants have served by their imprudent viour 
to oreate diffloulties for the future. In the bestowal of posts and honours, and 
in other modes of dealing with them, their conduct has not been such as to leave 
an impression behind that they were always guided by a sense of justice. The 
impression left behind rather was that the Government favoured a particular 
class. The class itself and other classes believed it. In the class in which 
orance and religious fanaticism in the lower strata are the prevailing vives, 
was a dangerous opinion to inculcate. The overwise Government officials, 
in following their mischievous policy, have been ratulating themselves that 
‘they have pursuing the right means of esta fraß their sway over 
the heterogeneous — the Indian population. It is now time for them to 


—— carefully the results. It would be hasty to declare that the Caloutta 


necessary concession to other peoples’ religion, 
hts should be over-ridden; but in no W 
more than another, under similar circumstangs 

and a fair spirit of compromise, wherever 
ns of this class. The mild Hindu is entitled to » 
in such matters as the Mahomedan. It would be extremely 
to yield more to the latter because he is apt to take offence and do 
unnecessarily, much more than the other. The hazardous consequences of 
such a treatment cannot but recoil on the rulers some time or other. It may ng 
be out of place to point out that what we have here called the right policy for the 
Government to pursue is as much in the interest of the Mahomedan community 
iteelf as of any other. Indeed, we go so far as to entertain the belief that the 
4 policy of favouritism rather injures the best interests of the race and 
to retard its progress. The favourites of kings are an unfortunate clam 
They do not live on a nourishing diet. There is no genuine sound improvement 
without the oe of energy and effort. That alone enables a 

tse 


race to support under difficulties, and hold its own in the competition of 
rival communities. 


2. The Native Opinion (14), in its issue of the 24th May, writes :—The 
Afghan politics have assumed a new phase. From a 

Remarks in connection . 1 P . 
with Afghan politics. subsidy-holder, the Amir is to be launched into a per- 


manent debtor, in order that he may give his subj 
the benefits of Western civilization. But who is to be the creditor is not 


known. From what the Bombay Gazette says, it appears that the Indian t 

will be tapped for the required resources, and in return the Indian tax-payer 
will get his interest on the sums advanced. Indeed, the scheme has a very 
attractive appearance, but this new development of Indian diplomacy must con- 
vert the Amir into a more bitter enemy of ours and make him rush into the arms 
of Russia. 1s our Government then prepared to risk such a contingency? we 
ask. If we remember aright the remark made by an Afghan officer, when 
invited to view the Khojak tunnel, we think the Amir will be the last individual 
to take in the bait of this new idea. Naturally the Afghan is averse to the 
presence of foreigners in his country, and the construction of a railway and its 
connection with Herat on one side and with Quetta on the other, he cannot but . 
look upon with suspicion. Our Government may have great influence with the 
Amir and he may feel induced to listen to this advice, but we doubt this new 
idea of civilizing Afghanistan will ever make him a greater friend of ours. Any 
advance of precious money for the completion of these schemes will, therefore, 
in the end profit none. We admit that a through railway to Herat will give 
our Government a command of the Northern borders of Afghanistan ; but in 
view of our other increasing difficulties, is such a course advisable? But, this 
question of self-preservation apart, will the new lines be an advantage commer- 
cially, either to the Amir or to ourselves? The utmost that these lines may do 
is that our own and British traders will have a simultaneous access to Afghan 
territories, but we do not think Russia will ever allow Indian or Afghan goods 
to enter her territory unless heavy protective duties are paid. Is such an atti- 
tude worth courting at India’s expense ? we ask. Indeed, in the absence of the 


Suez Canal, the Quetta, Herat and Moscow route might bring European markets 
nearer to us, but when those markets are already open, and may be reached 
earlier, where is the necessity of the proposed route, except on the ground of 
further opening up Afghanistan? We are afraid the Amir is being too freely 
— at our own expense. Has not our Government a very wide scope for 

o investment of its resources? Has not the Indian 8 a right to the 


use of the money he supplies for his own advancement ? ese new lines may 
throw fresh life into the British iron trade, but why may not our Government 
establish iron factories of its own and turn out its own steel rails and machines, 
and thus have the credit of being the fresh pioneers of a new industry in the 
country? But we are sure the principle of free trade will here come in and the 
Government will do no of the kind. To us the scheme appears to be & 
waste, and Government ought not to be generous in this matter when it has 
other crying Indian wants to attend to. ees, 


7 


8. The Rdet Goftdr * of the 24th May, says: — Mr. Schwann, 
M. P., is taken to task by irate Anglo- Indians for speak- 
Mr. Schwann, M. P, on the ing his mind about the relations between 
relations bette India. e and Natives in India. Mr. Schwann’s heart is in the 
and right place, and his wish that Anglo-Indians should 
behave better towards Natives is creditable to him. This commendable desire 
on his part has, however, led him to believe a thing or two which, it is to be 
wished, he had not published on mere hearsay, as he appears to have done. 
wrote in the 1 his return from India, that Anglo- Indian ladies 
talk of 
been polished off.“ There are things which are too good to be true. 
bad to be true. It is impossible to conceive that English ladies, 
happen to be in India, are so lost to all sense of humanity and refine- 
ment as to speak of the Natives who are hanged, as niggers polished off. It is 
impossible to conceive that they would be capable of uttering words so 
brutal of a dead man, — 2 the 3 4 cued cal sh 
tourists, full of honest sympathy for the people of India, ought to against 
believing all that they hear as well as against making hasty generalizations 
from particular instances. However, Mr. Schwann’s complaint about the general 
attitude of Englishmen towards Natives is not so groundless as the correspondents 
of the St. James’ Gazette would have the English public believe. ere are 
too many instances of Anglo-Indians who are insolent and overbearing in their 
demeanour towards Natives, and their example is imitated in an aggravated form 
by their half-brothers, Eurasians and East Indians. They belong, no doubt, 
to a superior race, which is also the ruling race. The proud consciousness of 
superiority and power, coupled with a natural absence of sympathy with the 
subject races, makes them forget at times their native fairness and courtesy. 
Hence the marked difference which is said to exist between Englishmen on this 
side of Suez and those on the other side. The correspondents and the editor of 
the St. James’ Gazette endeavour to explain away instances given by Mr. Schwann, 
illustrating the demeanour of Englishmen towards Natives, but the explanations 
seem to be very unsatisfactory. We must not be understood to pronounce a 
general condemnation against all Anglo-Indians, or even against a majority of 
them. Several Anglo-Indians have caught in various degrees the influences 
of their position and their surroundings, but among all these are ever glorious 
instances of minds that have been able to withstand these influences and to 
Te around them excellent examples of fairness, generosity and high- 
mindedness. 


4. The Mahrdtia (4), in its issue of the 24th May, writes :—Before 
the prosecutions in connection with the Benares riot 
Alleged causes of the Cal. have closed, another riot, and in every way a more 
cutta riot. a . 
serious one, has taken place in Calcutta. The riot 
owed its origin to religious enthusiasm. Now, no one can help regretting that 
the religious susceptibilities of such irritable people as the Mahomedans should 
have been touched ; but at the same time the owner of the land could hardly 
have foreseen that the Mahomedans would make a grievance out of it. Under 
ordinary circumstances the matter would, we believe, have not assumed such a 
serious aspect. But the recent piece of legislation of the Government has 
certainly disturbed the minds of the people, rudely awakened their suspicion 
about the sincerity of the Government profession of religious neutrality and the 
avowed policy of non-interference with religious practices. The decision of the 
Courts was, probably, viewed in this light by the infuriated Mahomedans, who 
very likely believed this was another covert attack on their religion. They 
were wrong, no doubt. But their excitement was natural. We do not know 
how many more such scenes would be required to teach the Government the 
absolute necessity of strictly observing its promises, solemnly given on a solemn 
cocasion. We know the supporters of the Government measure will try to make 
capital out of the riot, We shall be treated to serious warnings about gagging 
the Native press and confiscating the right of public meeting. Such advice 
be gratuitously and persistently pressed upon the Government. In fact, ev 
attempt will be made to obscure the real 1 inciden 
b (119), in its issue of the 20th May, expresses similar eenti- 


execution of a Native without saying that “another 


im civilised communities » neccesary concesion to other peoples’ due, 
ut in no qa 


— „ n should be over -ridden; 
| any community more than another, under similar circu 
would. sense, 


ce and a fair spirit of compromise, wherever * 
should a in all transactions of this class. The mild Hindu is en to u 
much in such matters as the Mahomedan. It would be extremely 
to yield more to the latter because he is apt to take offence and shoy 
unnecessarily, much more than the other. The hazardous 


such a treatment cannot but recoil on the rulers some time or other. It — 


be out of place to point out that what we have here called the right poliey fre ae 
Government to pursue is as much in the interest of the Mahomedan community 
itself as of any other. Indeed, we go so far as to entertain the belief that the 
— policy of favouritism rather injures the best interests of the race and 

to retard its progress. The favourites of kings are an unfortunate clam 
They do not live on a nourishing diet. There is no genuine sound improvement 
without the oe ce is emg of energy and effort. That alone enables 


race to support i under difficulties, and hold its own in the competition of 
rival communities. 


2. The Native Opinion (14), in its issue of the 24th May, writes :—The 
Afghan politics have assumed a new phase. From 3 
Remarks in connection zubsidy-holder, the Amir is to be launched into a 

with Afghan politics. . res Per- 
manent debtor, in order that he may give his subjects 
the benefits of Western civilization. But who is to be the creditor is not 
known. From what the Bombay Gazette says, it appears that the Indian treasury 
will be tapped for the required resources, and in return the Indian tax-payer 
will get his interest on the sums advanced. Indeed, the scheme has a very 
attractive appearance, but this new development of Indian diplomacy must con- 
vert the Amir into a more bitter enemy of ours and make him rush into the arms 
of Russia. Is our Government then prepared to risk such a contingency? we 
ask. If we remember aright the remark made by an Afghan officer, when 
invited to view the Khojak tunnel, we think the Amir will be the last individual 
to take in the bait of this new idea. Naturally the Afghan is averse to the 
presence of foreigners in his country, and the construction of a railway and its 
connection with Herat on one side and with Quetta on the other, he cannot but 

look upon with suspicion. Our Government may have great influence with the 
Amir and he may feel induced to listen to this advice, but we doubt this new 
idea of civilizing Afghanistan will ever make him a greater friend of ours. Any 
advance of precious money for the completion of these schemes will, therefore, 
in the end profit none. We admit that a through railway to Herat will give 
our Government a command of the Northern borders of Afghanistan ; but in 
view of our other increasing difficulties, is such a course advisable? But, this 
question of self-preservation apart, will the new lines be an advantage commer- 
cially, either to the Amir or to ourselves? The utmost that these lines may do 
is that our own and British traders will have a simultaneous access to Afghan 
territories, but we do not think Russia will ever allow Indian or Afghan goods 
to enter her territory unless heavy protective duties are paid. Is such an atti- 
tude worth courting at India’s expense ? we ask. Indeed, in the absence of the 
Suez Canal, the Quetta, Herat and Moscow route might bring European markets 
nearer to us, but when those markets are already open, and may be reached 
earlier, where is the necessity of the proposed route, except on the ground of 
further opening up Afghanistan? We are afraid the Amir is being too freely 
at our own expense, Has not our Government a very wide ae for 
e investment of its resources? Has not the Indian a er a right to the 
use of the money he supplies for his own advancement ? — new lines may 
throw fresh life into the British iron trade, but why may not our Government 
establish iron factories of its own and turn out its own steel rails and machines, 
and thus have the credit of being the fresh pioneers of a new industry in the 
country ? But we are sure the principle of free trade will here come in and the 
Government will do no of the kind. To us the echeme appears to be e 


waste, and Government ought not to be generous in this matter when it he 
other crying Indian os to aitead t6 e 
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tourists, full of honest sympathy for the people o ia, ought to 
believing all that they hear as well as against making hasty generalizations 
from particular instances. However, Mr. Schwann’s complaint about the gen 
attitude of Englishmen towards Natives is not so groundless as the correspondents 
of the St. James’ Gazette would have the English public believe. ere are 
too many instances of Anglo-Indians who are insolent and overbearing in their 
demeanour towards Natives, and their example is imitated in an aggravated form 
by their half-brothers, Eurasians and East Indians. They belong, no doubt, 
to a superior race, which is also the ruling race. The proud consciousness of 
superiority and power, coupled with a natural absence of sympathy with the 
subject races, makes them forget at times their native fairness and courtesy. 
Hence the marked difference which is said to exist between Englishmen on this 
side of Suez and those on the other side. The correspondents and the editor of 
the St. James’ Gazette endeavour to explain away instances given by Mr. Schwann, 
illustrating the demeanour of Englishmen towards Natives, but the explanations 
seem to be very unsatisfactory. We must not be understood to pronounce a 
general condemnation against all Anglo-Indians, or even against a majority of 
them. Several Anglo-Indians have caught in various degrees the influences 
of their position and their surroundings, but among all these are ever glorious 
instances of minds that have been able to withstand these influences and to 
> Sue around them excellent examples of fairness, generosity and high- 
mindedness. 


4. The Mahrdtia (4), in its issue of the 24th May, writes :—Before 
the prosecutions in connection with the Benares riot 
Py causes of the Cal. have closed, another riot, and in every way a more 
serious one, has taken place in Calcutta. The riot 
owed its origin to religious enthusiasm. Now, no one can help regretting that 
the religious susveptibilities of such irritable people as the Mahomedans should 
have been touched ; but at the same time the owner of the land could hardly 
have foreseen that the Mahomedans would make a grievance out of it. Under 
ordinary circumstances the matter would, we believe, have not assumed such a 
serious aspect. But the recent piece of legislation of the Government has 
certainly disturbed the minds of the people, rudely awakened their suspicion 
about the sincerity of the Government profession of religious neutrality and the 
avowed policy of non-interference with religious practices. The decision of the 
Courts was, probably, viewed in this light by the infuriated Mahomedans, who 
very likely believed this was another covert attack on their religion. They 
were wrong, no doubt. But their excitement was natural. We do not know 
how many more such scenes would be required to teach the Government the 
absolute necessity of strictly observing its promises, solemnly given on a solemn 
occasion, We know the supporters of the Government measure will try to make 
capital out of the riot, We shall be treated to serious warnings abou gagging 
the Native press and confiscating the right of public meeting. Such advice 
tously and persistently pressed u e Government. In fact, ev 
attempt will be made to obscure the real 8 and moral of the inciden 
— yavakéa (119), in its issue of the 20th May, expresses similar senti- 


boys. This is, we venture to say, 

— with avengeance. In England, riots very often take place, but we never 

of such heavy punishment. Here, „look at the provocation. The 

8 believed that the temple of a beloved deity was — * be destroyed. 

religious sense was wounded. They acted under ex feelings, We 

wonder how Judges could be so cruel in India! |The Arwunodayd (19), in its issue 
of the 24th May, expresses similar sentiments. | 


7. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the 24th May, says: — The subject 
of the enhancement of the assessment in connection 
_Bohancement of the land with the new settlement in the Central Provinces was 


revenue assessment in the . 3 
recently touched in a question in the House of 
ihc — From the articles on the subject that have 
appeared in the Vydyd Sudha of Harda we find that there is good ground to 
complain that the enhancements are very heavy. Our contemporary gives as 
list from a list placed at its disposal showing how the interests of the 
ing classes have been safeguarded by that most dutiful servant of 


Government, Rai Bahddur Purushottam Das.“ 
cases: 


From this list we select a few 
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ing their 
together for the 


they can meet on a common 
ically shown at the recent Provincial Con- 
tions in a calm and dispassionate manner. 


= es 
delegates an o 
ment in the Conference was, however, 
ill-advised in bringing fo the resolution about the Age of Consent Act. A 
Conference like this ought to avoid sectional and debatable subjects like the 
Consent Act, and should take up such questions for deliberation and for repre- 
sentation to Government as are unanimously considered to be more pressing and 
demanding immediate redress. Perhaps, it is a consolation, though we consider 
it to be a very poor one, to some of the delegates of the Garbhddhdaist 


party 
that they have after all succeeded in getting the Conference to adopt the 
resolution. 


9. The Karnadtak Patrd (183), in its issue of the 25th May, observes :— 
Some time ago we predicted in these columns that Mr. 
a — * — Crawford was sure to screw out a pension from the 
. Secretary of State for India. Our prediction has now 
come to — Mr. Crawford has been granted a pen- 
sion of £150 annually, in addition to the ions already granted to his wife and 
daughter. We are that Mr. Crawford, who was a staunch friend of 
our countrymen and who would have figured as the wisest of men in the position 
of Vasir to Prince Akbar or Aurangzeb, though a little naughty in his conduct 
behind the curtain, is, after all, made, rightly or wrongly, tolerably comfortable 
in his old age. Merit must always have its own reward. Mr. Crawford’s re- 
ward, however, has not been adequate to his merit, and hence we may anticipate 
that he will not rest satisfied here. [The Samsher Bahddur (117), in its issue 
of the 22nd May, expresses similar sentiments. | 


10. The Gujardéé (81), in its issue of the 24th May, writes:— Mr. Crawford's 
1 2 * at 1 vt pony 1 npn for him an 
“ allowance of one hun per annum. 
Nad „ e in nner dishonest 
and disgraceful agitation that had been started on his 
behalf from the beginning both here and in England, and it is to be — the 
public will now be s further agitation for reimbursing Mr. Crawford’s — 
wn the most humiliating side of the Eng 
Indian writers who indulge in tall 
may be ho 
view of the foibles in the character of other 
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ything more scandalous than the racial 
kind that has played such an important part in 


He as well as his friends are at liberty to congratulate 
oe but the fa:t remains that the disclosures 
t 
not 80 


4 
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shameful termination have cast a stigma on Briti 
which it will take a century to efface. It is true that the 1 
India is not 8 itself irresistibly felt in the Councils of the 
State. But there is y asingle intelligent 
y this time that, 


magni 

of the ruli nger al o Satyavakia (119) of the 22nd May and 
the Suryd (88) of the 23rd also express their disapproval of the grant 
of the pension. | 


11. The Rdet Goftér (86), in its issue of the 24th May, writes :—The 
Bombay Graduates’ Association has given Mr. John 
| — * his due by passing a resolution, recording their 
cordial acknowledgment of his encouragement to 
higher education by employing uates in the Secretariat. The occasion for 
the resolution is the transfer of Mr. Nugent from the Secretariat to the Com- 
missionership of a Division. Mr. Nugent is known asan upright and able official, 
with sympathies broader than what can usually be found within the charmed 
circle of the hierarchy to which he belongs. Besides being a practical recogni- . 
tion of higher education, his employment of University men must result in 
raising the efficiency of the public service. 


12. In alluding to the praises bestowed by the Jdme Jamshed on Mr. J. 
Nugent, late Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, the Sat 
(119), in its issue of the 29th ,» asks if the Mardthas employed in the 
riat were idle and unfit for their work and Mr. Nugent found the Parsis 
as fit to be patronized. 4 that the list of the Pdrsis emplo 
Slseving of Welty sopetated to Ligh ports to the Seetniss bat bo pei 
deserv ng appoin e t; but is} 
such ~~, officer, the — j Pm 2k and the Jdme have lowered him in 
public estimation and encouraged him to continue to 4 to one com- 
munity. The Satyavakta hopes that the Jdme will be enough to give a list 


us and Mahomedans employed hy Mr. Nugeat, 


The — Graduates 
Association Mr. Nugent. 


18. The Native Opinion (14), in its issue of the 28th May, writes :— 
Remarks on the complaint While the ink of the resolution that now allows one 


about a block in the Bom wn nine 
Civil Service. ” officer 


hardly 4 
in the Boubay Git 
the so-called blockers 


plead guilty of ignorance. Put off annual recruit 
2 will be — complaint 5 1 Another _ 
ing indisposition among Civi ants to remain longer 
Ge evald be found ia Magland ts work in the diferent d 
advanced age of seventy-five or eighty, we cannot see why Indian Civil Servants 
may not beable to remain in harness for a longer period than they do now. To 
achieve this the covenant must be so revised as to admit of the a> 
quite possible; but as the India Office is principally manned by members of the 
same service, we need expect no healthy c from them, unless Parliament in- 
terferes and enforces the requisite revision. Will some member of Parliament who 
feels a living interest in India acquaint himself with this matter and achieve a 
change, which will not only place due limitations on the ambition of the Civil 
Servive, but will accord considerable lary relief. We hope our public 
bodies will take up the question and it in its proper colour before the 
authorities. 
14. The Gujardéé (81), in its issue of the 24th May, writes: —It is widely 
1 5 — 120 peep o_o i dis- 
amoarei appointment tinguished himself in any capacity, is to be appointed 
22 — 1 — to succeed Mr. Cooper, * ail soon retire — the 
Bombay” ayrongle du. bench. It there is any truth in this report, it is time 
approved. that the public of Bombay should take measures to 
let their views known to Government. Despite the 
ns, that honeat 
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‘omy wane ce the reputation of our Government for im- 
partiality, if they sanctioned an appointment which is sure to be condemned on 
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er of Mr. W. 
to have got the place. 
in Bombay for a long number 
their duties to the satisfaction of Government 
was, ore, no reason to take away the two a 
Natives, particularly when there are two Native Presidency tes 
Calcutta and Madras and orders from the Secretary of State for India 
to the effect that a post of more than two hundred rupees per month should 
not be conferred upon a European without obtaining his sanction. 


16. The Bombay Last Indian (I), in its issue of the 27th May, writes: 
5 Pn i 
l y Gagette a telegram from its Simla correspon- 
— Hest Indian com- dent to the effect that, the Government of India have, 
on a reference from the local Government, ruled that 
the Bombay East Indians do not come under the definition of “East Indian” 
as contemplated in the Arms Act, and are not, therefore, entitled to the exemp 
tion accorded to East Indians in the Act. We were surprised, not at the inter. 
pretation given by the Government of India to the term East Indian” occur. - 
ring in the Arms Act, for regarding that we had no doubt; but that any 
occasion should have been given to the Government of India to in the 
term in this relation. It seems that some private individuals had memori the 
Government of India on the subject, as we are informed by the Secretary of the 
Bombay East Indian Association that no representation with regard to the Arms 
Act was sent by the Association either to this Government or the Government 
of India, The action of the memorialists in appealing to the Government of 
India without availing themselves of the corporate wisdom of the community, 
as embodied in its representative Association, might well be questioned, but, on 
the other hand, it is satisfactory to note that the memorialists have in 
cleared the way towards a better recognition of the term Bombay East Indian 
as the designation of our community, We are well aware—and we know 
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is unravelling. The light is dim at present, 
grow broad and clear, and the public shall yet know 
their terrible deaths. Slowly the curtain seems to 


1874 and the Tower of nce case. However, the time has now arrived for 
the police to its opinion of the y and set about discovering the 
criminals by inducing one of them to turn Queen's evidence.’ 


W. The Kithidwdr Times (8), in its issue of the 26th May, writes :—The ver- 
nacular portion of the press has been rendering worthy service to the public 
in the matter of the Raja bai Tower tragedy. It is satisfactory to see also that 
other English journals in the presidency, who stuck to the theory of accident at 
first, have been by d veering round to the popular theory. r 
of preception of the Vernacular press more acute or is the English press delibe- 
rately ignoring the matter, are questions which the public has to decide. Had 
the Advocate 4 said three weeks before what it now says, a remarkable 
change would have been noticed in the attitude of the police. If the attitude of 
the police is regarded as queer, that of the two Bombay 
regarded less so. What can account for this? Here in all — 
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to all the attendant circumstances ; the public 
and representatives of the public, t 
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distinctly to understand what the 
sure that His Excellency will feel considerably 
ir lack of detective ability. Never, it 


Police cut so ludicrous, so contemptible and so 
a figure as it has done at the present time. 


P 24. The rg 8 (08), in 3 25th May, says that the 
ollowing ve in the three days circulated, though 
were Sway talked about and discussed by the people for several days 4. 
About a week ago Mr. J Behramji Muraban waited upon 
cated to Colonel Wilson, the Commissioner of Police, the information that he 
had received from a Mahomedan that a certain Märwädi, had in his possession a 
bundle of clothes which, if obtained by the police, would throw important light 
erer that the name and address of the owner of 
the bundle of clothes were given by Mr. Murabän, who also stated that the 
Mahomedan who gave him the information had sealed the bundle before delivery, 
and no difficulty would be experienced in the recovery of the bundle ; that some 
police officers were told to enquire into the mattor, but they took up the work 
about sixty hours after communication of the information, and are said to have. 
t the Märwädi had no bundle of clothes and the Mahomedan who 
gave the information had started a rumour, and as the latter did not bear a good 
character his statement could not be believed. It is stated about this bundle of 
clothes that the two Mahomedans who accompanied Mänakji Asläji on 25th 
April last, the day of the tower fatality, to the tower, had in the long interval 
that had elapsed after the occurrence of the tragedy and before the arrival of the 
ce on the spot, 1 run away, and that the clothes of one of them had been 
in the scuffle he had with the deceased ladies; that after arrival at home 
the latter Mahomedan hastily took off his torn clothes, made them into a bundle 
and threw it in a corner of his room, ordering his servant to conceal it, who 
carried out the order; that some days after this event the servant asked his 
master a loan of five ru for the approaching Bakri Id holiday, but was 
alapped in the face by the latter; that this insult offended the servant, who, 
remembering the mysterious bundle of clothes, went and related the story to his 
brother, who was employed by a Mahomedan gentleman ; that this Mahomedan 
gentleman having overheard the story had the bundle opened in his presence 
and found in a pocket of a waist-coat among the clothes a letter and currency 
notes for Rs. 40; that the letter was written by Manakji Asldiji, ae 
the person to whom it was addressed to bring with him Ra. 40 to the University 
pay certain immoral women who were to go to the tower from 
Méhim ; that after rea this letter the Mahomedan gentleman sealed up the 
bundle of clothes and left it with a Märwädi residing in his neighbourhood and 
Cae 0.dew Gore tier Ste ovens the tercmation, poems Deb of clothes wa 
commun: by the Mahomedan gentleman to Mr. J ir Murabén.— Another 
rt waa that a Hindu gentleman had witnessed from the High Court build. 
ing one of the two deceased Pérei girls was thrown from the tower; that 
gentleman is a clerk in the High Court, who was at the 
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„ in its issue of the 26th May, says tha 

i e of clothes is stated to have given 
Police Commissioner at about four o’clock in the afternoon of y 

o enquiry was made about it by the police until midnight of Saturday f 
ing, that is, until fifty-six hours had elapsed since communication of the informa- 
tion ; that an important witness in the matter of the bundle has disappeared ; 
that this witness is the servant of the Mahomedan gentleman who had convey 
the information to Mr. J. B. Murzbén; that this servant is said to have left for 
his native place, which is however not known, and that his relations even did not 
know that he was going to leave Bombay. 


26. The same newspaper, inits issue of the 29th May, says that Mr. J. B. 
Mursbén has, in his explanation in regard to the bundle of clothes, stated that the 
Mahomedan gentleman who gave him the information about the bundle is 
employed in the High Court, and asserted that on the morning of the next — 
of the tragedy several police officers visited the place of the Mahomedan 
other police officers visited the same place in the noon and made some fuss, and 
this excited the suspicion of the servant of the Mahomedan ; that Mr. Murabän 
requested Colonel Wilson to confiscate the bundle of clothes at once by 

himself or sending a trustworthy officer, and stated that the Mahomedan 
gentleman was ready to accompany him or his officer and to put him in posses- 
sion of the bundle ; that the Commissioner promised to make an early enquiry 
into the matter ; that without doing anything in the meanwhile the servant was 
arrested by Superintendent Brewin at 12 o’clock on the night of Friday and 
released on Sunday morning; that the police went in search of the parcel on 
Saturday night, but no bundle was forthcoming, the Märwädi having denied 
all knowledge of it as well as of his next-door neighbour, the Mahomedan gentle- 
man; and that the Mahomedan gentleman has recorded his statement before 
the police to the same effect. 


26. The tame newspaper, in its issue of the 30th May, observes that the wit- 
uced by the a in connection with the Rijdbai Tower fatality belong 

to the ignorant classes, their evidence proving none of the three theories about the 
catastrophe—accident, suicide or murder,—that the witnesses produced by 
Mr. Craigie as well as those who came forward of their own free will have shown, 
on the hand, that the deceased were subjected to violence, and that if not 
both the deceased, at least one of them was hurled from the topmost balcony of 
the tower, the evidence of the three Parsi children who came out unscathed from 
the severe ordeal of a searching cross-examination to which they were subjected, 
and that of sepoy Arjun Rama and a Parsi gentleman, being most material, and 

the police ought now to accept the theory of murder and work it out. 

38. With reference to the Coroner's enquiry into the same fatality, a cor- 
respondent quiry 
uct of the 
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have made similar statements before Mr. H. 
dhuni, and at another appropriate place. 


81. The same news „ in its issue of the 30th May, says that the 
family of the deceased ubdi and Peroabäi, who ought to get the 
assistance of either the Government Solicitor er the Advocate-General at 
Coroner’s inquest, have been put to the heavy ex 


8 of engaging a Solicitor on 
their own account in order to make an attempt to find out guilty — 
and 2 the police frequently brings forward new theories. Certainly, o 
the Jd 


me, Government ought not to sit silently looking at this, but ought to do 
the needful. 


82. The Kdthidwdr Timee (8), in its issue of the 27th May, writes :—The 
Times of India comes to the rescue of the police in connection with the bundle 
story, and says that the police “have 1 investigated the allegation and . 
ascertained that it was without foundation.” It may beso; but why was the 
alleged delay of sixty hours? That is what the public should like to know, 
The Advocate of India says that the brother of the Mahomedan servant who 
took away the bundle from his master’s house has suddenly disappeared within 
the last week. This, if ints to the indispensable necessity on the part of the 
police for conducting inquiries in such cases with utmost promptitude. The 
complaint of the on that they were deprived of an opportunity of making 

mpt use of the evidence of the Pärsi children, who have been uced at a 

te stage of the enquiry by Mr. Craigie, seems to be quite frivolous. If Mr. 
Craigie refrained from fn hw the children at the first stage of the enquiry, it 
might be due to the general impression produced by the attitude assumed by the 
police a couple of days after the unfortunate occurrence. Mr. Craigie is, besides, 
an astute attorney and he might have done so in the interests of his clients, But 
it must be mentioned that the course pursued by Mr. Craigie is regarded by the 
ablest of lawyers as the best under the circumstances. The evidence 4 * 
by him affords a striking contrast to the evidence produced by the 
evidence has the police produced beyond that in support 
In this matter, as the public and the police seem to 
it will be deemed advisable b 


efficient hands. Most unpre) ced men are necessary to d 


evidence of child Nawds greatly to esta 
have been committed. The child seems to ha 
ocross-examination by Mr, Frere, and 
brief space of time she had been at the tower 
answers. Under such an examination 

evidence of the children has not only sufficiently corroborated 
theory of murder, but has established that a . The have 
beat possible clue, and if they do not succeed the murderers they 


33. The Kaieer-i-Hind (85), in its issue of the 24th May, writes: 
believe echo the public voice when we say that there is as marked a differ- 
ence character, trustworthiness and value of the evidence produced by 


narrative of the had and the three children. The former stood the cross- 
examination” of the police for over three hours, which, however, elicited nothing to 
suspicion on the veracity of his evidence. The childen’s narrative is of 

egal importance, for it deals directly with the suspect AslAji. 
they, will be subjected to oross- examination to-morrow, we have 
ightest fear of their standing the brunt of the double fire of Messrs. 
in. But since the Government has now deemed it wise to direct 
the Public Prosecutor to watch the inquest, we venture to make another sugges- 


tion which, it is to be hoped, will be adopted to meet the ends of justice and 
truth. It is time that the prejudiced police which is now in ¢ of the case 
should also be asked to withdraw. We are convinced that no would come 


from them. Let some other Superintendents of Police hitherto unconnected 
with the case be asked to help the Public Prosecutor—we mean, one or two such 
as have no preconceived fads or Quixotic notions in their heads about the cause 
of the shocking fatality,—or let some clever police be brought down from 
England or the Continent. The name of Mr. Cobb, who, we believe, had some- 
thing to do with the Dadar murder case and the recent Khoja murder case, has 
been s ted to us. We personally know nothing about him. All we say is 
this. Withdraw the present staff in charge and put in another in whom the 
public at large may have confidence. In fact, the entire set now conducting the 
enquiry should be changed. If this be done at once, we are convinced that the 
perpetrators af the foul deed, which has horrified Bombay and which is certain 
to remain memorable for a hundred years at least to come, would be immediately 
brought to the bar of justice and the double murder would be avenged. Gov- 
ernment has now a golden opportunity to concede this popular demand, and we 
trust it will have the wisdom to pay deference to it by adopting the suggestion 
without the least possible delay. 


34, The Kaiser-i-Hind (85), in its issue of the 24th May, writes :— Last 
week, we observed, as laymen, in what essential 


The medical evidence of + Seti ’ 
res the evidence of the Coroner’s Surg was 
Rajibil Tower tate = * s misleading and even unacceptable to the 


ordinary reasoning powers and senses which Providence 
has endowed us with. We pointed out how absurd was the theory of the fall 
and breasts and to the rents in the cl 
e observed that it was con to fact 


analysis of the evidence, 
on that the evidence of the 
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eh back of evidence by 
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, the most material. Now, as a matter of 
Bombay tiazette itself 


facts the police or ts 
on this head passes our comprehension. 
86. The same newspaper writes:—It is universally considered that the 
attack made on the Coroner last week by the 


Remark the all , * 
* mar by 3 Gazette was not only unwarranted, but atrabilious and 


malignant. It would seem as if it had its origin in some 

Cubes don with the Raaba Personal rancour or grudge. Who is defying the public 

Tower tragedy. and casting grave public interests to the —the 

Coroner or the police? Will the Gazette tell the 

public what is the ree function of the police in case of inquest? Is it to 
ittl 


uestion and e evidence or to collect evidence, from whatever quarter 
forthcoming, and to link together the various parts as to make it a consistent 
whole and establish crime? The police is not called upon by the Crown to si 
in judgment on the preliminary inquiry, but to get at facts. But what has it 
been doing? Is it necessary to say that it is madly endeavo to throw 
doubt by every conceivable means on the evidence which Mr. Craigie’s clients 
are using all their best efforts to produce? Is not this departing from it 
legitimate function? And when the Coroner, by virtue of his undoubted right 
and authority, tries to re that extraordinary bias of the police and warns it 
to remain within its legal bounds, he is rated | 
87. <A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (18), in its issue of the Min 
May, says that on the day of the Akshayatritiya (the 
Alleged indecent practice pre- third day of the bright of the lunar month of 
a Loe Soe eee ) Kunbi women of Nédsik and Panche- 
a certain day of the year Vati assemble on the banks of the river on their r. 
spective sides and sing devotional songe, and ridicule 
one another b indecent at each other, and a number of 2 
assemble to witness offensive epee: The correspondent req 
— men of Näsik to exert their influence to put a stop to this unseemly 


88. The Siri Shing (68), im ite ins 
0 On 


The 


3 


the 
Zampa 
Surat. 


H- 
i 


! 


superior officer, who released him on 
— 4 — ee 
a brutal We request the police authorities of Surat to 
notice of the constable’s conduct. 
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Part I].—Education. 


40. The Indian — (Y, in its issue of the 24th May, writes :— 
‘ 


ing round to his subordinates that gym- 
nastics and school games are to be ised with 
discretion, that sickly boys are to be excused partially or wholly, and that in 
case of objections being made by parents their wishes are to be followed. This 
is intended to prevent the evil effects of an over-strain. But, we fear, the 
fresh instructions, if as unwisely followed as the first insisting on physical 
exercise was, would remedy the last evil only by a reversion to the state of 


things in the beginning. e exhaustion of the body is as bad as, worse 
than, no exercise. The most im t question is, where to stop. Sickly by 
or weak boys rather, must be y or wholly excused, the Director says. Yet, 


it is the weak boy that stands in much greater need of exercise than the strong 
boy. He wants it most. In certain schools (they may be very few in number) 
weak boys are especially taken in hand. They are desired to 
mild exercise. Sometimes a walk suffices for them. As the ws r 
and become able to stand greater fatigue, they are required to join in other forms 
of exercise. Boys desirous of being excused altogether should be suffering 
from some My that renders them quite unfit for physical exercise, or should 
ag a medical certificate to that effect. This course appears to be a much 

one than to grant exemption to a student because he is physically weak. 
It is the weak that must be especially taken care of. That part of the Director's 
instructions that leaves the im t matter of Po exercise entirely to the 
wishes of the parents is equally objectionable. There are parents who have 
learnt to understand the interests of their children. There are some that have 
not reached that stage tag Parents may be left to specify a fair excuse for 
making an exception in the case of their boys. sensible teacher will 
know how to weigh it, where to make the concession, and where not. He 


* in certain instances, make an attempt to persuade the parents as he 
But any 


begin with very 


that he can do this way will be impossible under 
orders that make it imperative on him to follow the parents’ wishes, whatever 
they may be. If the parents once erred in one direction in the matter of physi- 
cal exercise, if the heads of schools have erred since in another, the recent order 
of the Director of Public Instruction errs in a new direction. Perhaps, the 
Inapectors have not put him in * & of all the facts to enable him to arrive 

t. correct conclusion for the whole de ent. We do not doubt that in cer- 
there may be a great n y for the stringent rules now made. If 


80, Ty rules should have a limited local application. If the rules are follow- | 


euffer 
t 


the interests of oal exercise, particularly in the mofussil towns, 
a necessity might arise for a modification of 


. me Balsa (4) of the same date expresses similar senti- 
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prohibiting ¢ 
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pen that the 
ppen that 
be very defectiv 
to standards where difficult and ve to be taught. 
ht thus be very disastrous to the student confined to i 
institution, We the rule ought not to be a hard and fast one. 
Bombay Educational Record for this month we see that an exception 
made in the case of the E}phi 


Part III. — Railways. 


42. The Daydnodayd (11), in its issue af the 28th May, writes: — The G. 
P. Railway has not yet discovered the art of arranging 
Inconvenience suffered by the time-tables of its trains so as to please 9 
He, bs on. — oo Those coming to Bombay from Ahm , for ine 
4 15 Dhond stance, find their trains fairly convenient, but those who 
Station, are going to Ahm ar are greatly discommoded by 
the delays to which they are subjected. Those who 
leave for Ahmednagar by the mail train have to wait at Dhond fram 4.40 A. M. 
to 10-40 K. M., or six hours. For passengers going to stations on the Dhond and 
Manméd Railway no more inconvenient arrangement could well be made, We 
suppose it is impossible to please everybody; but passen going to Ahmed: 
nagar and other stations on that line are just as worthy of consideration as those 
leaving there for Bombay. An extra train connecting with the mail at Dhoud 
is nat asking too much from the railway authorities. 


Part IV.— Municipalities, 


43. In noticing the Government resolution of the llth. M 
sanitary work of the Poona Munici 
Poona Municipality Jame 12 in ite issye of the an 


the, Goverasiont rile We do yot agree with the drift of tha resolu 


Satyavakta (119), in its issue of the 20th May, observes :—The 
scale of the house-tax im by the Kapadvanj 

A complaint Municipality in the Kaira ct is already exorbitant, 
levied and sometimes notices for increased tax are served upon 
householders, a written application from a house-owner 
for remission of the increased amount being met with 
y to pay the tax at once. Either this exorbitant tax should be 
or the schedule revised, as the people of Kapadvanj are very poor. 


. The Gujardét Darpan (80), in its issues of the 24th and 28th May, 
observes :—The Ränder Municipality, in the Surat 
~ District, having recently a resolution to 
impose a house-tax, one of the municipal commis- 
sioners has resigned and some others intend following 
dissatisfaction among the townsmen, who bei 
been imposed at all. [The Gujardt Mitra (82 
y, express similar senti- 


the 
in 


46. A correspondent of the Jagan Mitra (38), in its issue of the 25th May, 
says that much inconvenience and many hardships are 
Inconvenience suffered by suffered by travellers on the old road between Sanga- 


— - — meshvar and Ratnagiri on account of the absence of 


king water for several miles together, 
and requests the Local Board to supply these wants. 


Part V.—Native States. 


47. The Indw Prakdeh (18), in its issue of the 25th May, writes :—The 
official igs which are published make it clear, 
Pg on the Manipur what has been, in fact, clear from the first, that the 
Manipur disaster was the result of the overweeni 
confidence and aggressiveness of the British officers. How far Mr. Quinton’s 
action in wg omy ba arrest the Sendpati in darbdér and subsequently by force 
was justified by his instructions from the Foreign Office is not yet clear, as the 
* instructions has 1 * been [ 43 nen of india, 
strong) teats t the suggestion ery, and, pro „ no 
treachery was intended. But it is certain that the British officers counted 45 
e their host. The Manipuris, whatever their savageness, were justified in 
in self-defence, in suspecting the intentions of the British officers, and in 
to elude the arrest. When the British took up the offensive and 
y met force by force. In thus meeting the force arrayed 
the English troo 


1 ay uinton was sel 

military officers, but the * — was evidently 

the and the same recklessness was dis 
tar the Manipuris were little to blame. As 
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and his party there is some conflict of testimony. 
however, who the Manipur version that the officers were at firet treated 
With respect and that after a long interview they set on their way back qui 
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Grant 
1 Victoria Cross for his conspicuous 
and devotion in a fight with a large force of 
in the recent rising at Manipur. But what 
detachment of eighty military as 5 
. whom Lieutenant Grant kept 2, 
‘par recom’ and captured and held Thobal. In his accoun 
action at Thobal, Lieutenant Grant has admitted 
without the aid of his eighty brave comrades he could not have achieved 
success he secured. It is to be much regretted that neither the 
State for India nor the advisers of Her Imperial Majesty thought it 
notice the brave conduct of the small detachment. It is however to be ho 
that these eighty men and the two mili sepoys who have succeeded in 
apprehending the Senä pati will be duly ed. 


49. The Rist Goftdr (86), in its issue of the 24th May, writes :—It would 
3 from the Parliamentary papers which have 

4 L. . 1 — — on the ig od 2 that the 
i m no more force was necessary in 
— — the thousand or so of rustics who had 
collected in the city. This is rather hard to believe, consid the heavy 
fatality which attended the charging of the mob by the military and the immu . 
nity of the oe - any casualty, barring a few slight bruises and scratches. 
The rustics had armed mostly with no more formidable weapons than clubs, 
and they could not, therefore, be so i 4 — to the peace and security of 
the State as to necessitate a lamentably heavy loss of life. They refused to 
dis it is true. But the fault which they committed by disobeying the 
orders made to them was at least partially atoned for by the fact that they had 
some real and pressing grievances, and that they considered that the only way 
of bringing them home to the minds of the authorities was by means of a 


demonstration in the shape of a e enue They thought that the late Divan, 
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Mr. Shämräo Laud, was the principal cause of all the ills which the State was 
suffering from, and consequently demanded with vehemence and persist 
ence that he must go. Even if it were allowed that in charging and dispersing 
the crowd the troops behaved as humanely as the circumstances admitted, there 
ought to have been furnished some satisfactory ex tion of the grave accusa- 
tion made against the troops that, flushed with the victory obtained over un- 
armed rustics, they demolished temples and plundered houses. This accusation 
was seriously and authoritatively made, and if it was groundless there ought te 
be an emphatic and authoritative denial of it. But all this, however sad, 
to the irrevocable We are more practi concerned with the 
and the future of bay. It is universally tted that Cambay was 
in touch with the progressive spirit of the times, that the administrati 
many glaring defects which cried for reform, and that Mr. Laud v. 
best of administrators that would be found for the The o 


„„ Tre a Des Eaee Ne the see Wales, vs 
tatiafa by the subjects of the Nawdb. Here was a 
intervention was necessary for the welfare of the State, w 
improve under its healthy and humanising agency. (The Gujardé 
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ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 
New’ Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
and June 1891. 
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Areto-Mana “rut. 
1 | The Pramod Sindhu ... ae . Umrawati ae. Weekly 300 
2 , Vaidarbh ... 5 vi . Akola... „ „ e 
3 „ Varhäd (Berar) Samächär „ 0 ced Do. 5 250 


Mara Tut. 


The Shetakari ... on ve „ Umrdwati (Amrdoti)..| Monthly. 400 
„ Shuddha Varhädi. ow „„ * Weekly 3580 
| 


1. The Pramod Sindhu (1), in its issue of the 22nd May, says :—Revi- 
sion survey and settlement in Berär has of late attract- 
Revision survey and settle- ed the attention of cultivators as well as of those who 
ment in Berar and the feare have some concern for them. The cultivators shudder 
an increase intheland essese. When they are told that the revision survey that has 
ment. been commenced in the Wun and Bdsim Districts and 
that will shortly extend its operations to others, will be 
accompanied by a revision settlement which, they understand, means nothing less 
than “enhanced assessment.“ They already know from experience that after 
the payment of rent they are now paying, the margin left for their subsistence 
is less than the value of the labour they have expended on their lands. When 
such is the state of the land and land-holders, there is nothing wonderful if the 
cultivators contemplate the survey and settlement question with so much fright. 
As regards the state of cultivators it is the same as that of the other Indian 
rayats. It is clear enough that the agriculturists are not well off. They are 
unable to pay without difficulty and pressure the present assessment of their 
lands. They are, with a few exceptions, compelled at the time of paying their 
land revenue to resort to money-lenders, whose exorbitant demands the poor 
borrowers are perforce compelled to accede to. Thus the sale-proceeds of their 
produce are fairly disposed of in meeting the expenses that were incurred at the 
Einf ung and weeding season and high interest on loans. It must be borne in 
that a large portion of the land revenue paid to Government represents no 

us 


min 
surplus produce raised on the soil, but merely fresh debts incurred by the culti- 
vators, The increased indebtedness of cultivators will be made palpable by the 
increased number of documents registered every year. Day by day increasing 
stamp revenue is not an unimportant indication of the ruin of the people. The 
officers will, therefore, do well to mix themselves uP with the poor agri- 

Classes in order to know their actual condition. If this is done these 
officers will positively come to know that the rayats are really unable to bear any 
increase in the land assessment. The increase in assessment under contemplation 
reminds us of the deplorable state of Sholäpur, Nagar, Sätära and Poona in the 
Bombay Presidency, the cultivators of which have been crushed under over-assess- 
ments, Notwithstanding that they had been rendered quite unable to pay the 
assessment, the Government unscrupulously increased it. The poor agriculturists 
at last found remedy in the relinquishment of their flelds,—flelds which proved to 
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crops. 
t should, „keep up the same maximum standard 
hitherto been in practice. Some of the low-taxed lands may be rai 
e level of the other lands that have been assessed with higher rates, i 
former have really improved their status, 


2. The Vaidarbh a its issue of hay 23rd May, writes: We really 
f ail to see on what principle appointments in the 
1 222 _— — higher grades of the — 1 the Revenue 
1 — and Judicial Departments of Berér are made now. 
a-days. The rules of the de 
that promotion to officials should be given on the 
passing the Departmental Examination, But the 
breach than in their observance. There are twenty-two Tahaildärs in the 
province, out of whom there are at t nearly ten who have passed s0 
examination at all, and there are o y eight who have passed the Higher 
Standard Examination. The rule is that no person should be made t 
i the Higher Standard Examination. In the tame 
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ualified candidates for the yacancies. We can even now name some Näib 
bahailddre and Deputy Clerks of Court who have passed the Higher Standard 
Examination, but have been passed over and their claims ignored in favour of 
those who have passed no examination or have passed * e Lower Standard 


Examination. This was, indeed, never expected under the régime of Mr. Plowden, 
ho in the very beginning of his career gave promise of being a very just ruler, 
atrictly following the rules and regulations of the several departments af the 
administration, When the making of 2 is left to the L 
discretion of subordinate officers there arises the danger of patrqnage being abuse 
and it is for this that every good administration makes rules laying dqwn certain 
qualifications without 1 which no one shall be entitled to obtain a post. 
ut if the administration would not care to see that the rules are observed, they 
had better not be made at all, If we closely look intq some of the recent appoint 
ments we shall find that patronage has had much to do with them; and therefore 
we pray tq the administration to put a stop to the system of patronage. M 
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which are printed in italics. 
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-A. The notices from the different Newepapere have been collected in the Report under different heads 


of N are printed in the of the Report in italics, and the number of the Newe- 
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Pant I.—Politice and the Public Administration. 


account caste 
India is pped with a 
country has passed into the 
import of r 1 — 
of justice w have su ted the ous t system are 
expensive and unsuited to the country, and other similar matters. | 


2. The Yahkdrdehtra Mitrd (45), in its issue of the 28th May, says :—No 
sooner did hness the re le a 


Alleged opinion of His Im- 
9 
1 h Ja cer that he was 
made by the British Govern. see that the Britis A) nob alle 


ment for the visita of Native . 
Princes in India to him. to the Indian Princes. 


taries to form friendship with a foreign 

safety in India, the people of which are mentioned in historical wor 
civilized, to this policy of the British. He is further reported 

did not wish any more to go against the British as they p 
with his father; and he would consider it a disgrace to his nation if he 
failed to take revenge on Japan for the attempt made on his life. 


8. The Madratta (4), in its issue of the 3let May, writes:—We drew 
e Gorws that “Indi fea ede country; ibis not « 
oa the declara- t Indi a o country; it is not a 

tion of Sir J. Gores in Parlia- free country, vam Soren a very arbitrary 
and a very strong despotism.” In India, where our 

daily experience tells us that the above-quoted remark 
ery true, it will not cause much comment. It will only 


cause us to feel the more. It will make us feel that England, which boasts of 
tensely freedom-loving country, cannot yet bear to look vo- 

it is pleased to call its dependenc governed in other 
despotically. But why er at this ? not free act in 

towards a people very much more deserving of om than we 

hope for a day to come? And yet very few Englishmen have 
the frankness to s out minds 80 freely and openly. They are afraid of 
blic opinion in England. The people of England have learnt a lesson. Their 


would not, if they knew, tolerate 
Hence we 


have become much liberalised. Th 
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be unlikely) many of its leaders were confined as 
dark cells of some fortress: can we not urge that the India of 
is not the India of 1827 ? These regulations were necessary at a time when 
British power had to be consolidated, many powerful Native States existed, 
and even those acknowledging the suserainty of the British Government were in 
an unsettled state. No necessity now exists for them, which are at any time liable 
to be misused ; no necessity exists for them in the India of railways, post and tele- 
graph. Above all, are not required in the India of to-day. However, the Gov. 
ernment of India will stick to them as fondly as a foolish mother would to ber 
ugliest child. The impudent and impolitic defence of Sir John Gorst leaves no re 4 
that the objectionable regulations will be abrogated. English writers and pu 
licists have been holding up Russia as a model of a despotic country, where the 
liberty of the subject is at the dis of the Autocrat. We ask, does the Indian 
Czar wield less power than he? Perhaps, the latter is more discreet. Let u 
hope that is not the difference. It is desirable that an agitation for remov- 
ing this power should be set on foot. It will meet with many rebuffs and 
disappointments, still the people must persevere. Why should we not hope that 
just as the death of Phulmoni Dasi led to the Consent Act, eo may the wrongs of 
Rasoul lead to the divestment of the arbitrary powers wielded by Government? 
India is not a free country, as Sir John Goret has said. True enough, and very 
candid! But the question to be considered is whether or not it is fit to enjoy 
a modicum of freedom.” Is it that the free Briton ceases to be a freeman as 9008 
as he puta his foot on the Indian soil? If it be so, it is a of 
dians, between whom an 
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why is it that ever and anon it has 

enjoy as much happiness as Englishmen ? the 

and acts? We want none of Lal, be upset 
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7. The Mahrdtta (4), in its issue of the Slst May, writes: 


ve questions are rising up before the House of 

9 Commons that it is quite likely that once more Lord 
Cross’s Bill will be postponed. The Manchester 

Courier’s London correspondent says that the chances of the Bill being taken up 
this session are small. He further remarks: As the reform of the constitu- 
tion of India is a matter requiring very careful consideration, and is not of 
urgent importance, nothing would be lost 11 17 the Bill for a year.“ 


That is the feeling in India. If the question o reform of the constitution of 
India is to be settled with a view to some ency, then it is better that this 
eier If we are to have a 
reform, let us have it in some substantial form. e House of Commons cannot 
now spare any “ considerable portion of time for the consideration of 
Indian questions, It will not take up the question again for some years to 
come. It is therefore necessary that, when it does take up the question, it should 
¥ male in and well considered and the settlement should have some element 
t. 


8. The Kdthidwdr Nimes (8), in its issue of the 20th May, writes: — The 
facial Secrets Act, which was with such un- 
V 


O 
Premature publication of seemly hurry, particularly, ps, 
. ernacular or those 


ve 

furnished with copies of the Manipur despatches three days before they were 

——— Feral if Ghat Nen ia pepe d. jut 
communicated to a 0 } re } 

any measure of Government, —. ustiflable F But ft we 

Government of India the justification 2 paper which is believed 

to have no very great reputation for fair criticism, when the whole core of 

In ed 

munications dank be fade te 

hire out their columns to the Government 


l 
eren 
Mr. Pritchard is of the last kind. He has rewarded with the title of K.C 
The public are unaware of any services of this officer that have been 
ſleserving of recompense. On the other hand, he has been disliked 
Seaple of sasane of earning their Livelifond tad epeesd (etosiention exons Se 
means iveli . in the 
— e several names in this year’s list of 
— anay be eovenchy criticised or that are obscure, It seems that these 
honours are bestowed on officials who secure the good graces of Government or of 
their official superiors, without considering whether they have 
render satisfaction to the public. [The Jdme Jamshed (84), in its 
same date, expresses similar sentiments, regret 
ublic in one shape or another have been rewarded with any 
d Goftde 86) of the 3lst May and the Gujardi 
June observe that the Honourable Mr. Pritchard has done 


ple to deserve the honour bestowed on him, but has simply filled 
overnment by his Abkäri policy, | 


es 

2 II 
8 AF 
FSi 


11. The Ind Prabdeh (18), in its issue of the Ist J 


honours list in connection with Her 
ie = Se ae is of the usual kind. It is, on the whole, 
Majesty's Birthday. ting, and considered with reference 
vince it is long enough. Bombay gets 
her honours, a K. C. I. N. for the Honourable Mr. Pri and a Ol 
Bahadur Mancharji Kévasji Murabén. Both these selections 
excellent of their kind. Mr. Pritchard, though unpopular in 
his ealt and 4bkdri administration, is an able officer and has d 


service to the State. Khdn Bahddur Murabän is mentioned in the 
President of the Municipal Corporation, Bombay, and it is 
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wonder is that they should so long have 
are not a few about which one wonders 
of the names in the Birthday honours is that of a 
the C.I.E. which he has now got, long before the presen 0. 
Mursbén. It is only a month or two ago that in a sketch of his career given 


1 repeated the pe that his claims will not long remain unre- 


We need not recapi the of his career as a self-made man. 
The monuments of his success are visible to all in the architectural ornaments of 
the city. The title has been long deferred, but richly earned. 


Disapproval of the bestowal t special services, either within or 
Lister db Sirdar on Khéu beyond his official duty, have earned for him the 
Bombay Police. honourable title of Sirdar, ps know it better 

up there in Simla than in bay. t the honour 
comes most inopportunely at a time when the wonted detective skill of the 
police has done nothing to ferret out a clue to the most foul and heinous crime 
which engrosses the attention of the public. The skill has been employed 
the wrong way. A policeman is a mighty power in the land. The double- 
barrelled title of Sirdar and Khén ur will add to the might and dignit 
which attaches to a 1.— officer of his position. [The Gujerdé Darpan (80), 
in its issue of the 4th June, expresses similar sentiments. } 


15. The Dayda Prakieh (12), in its issue of the 4th June, says:— 
Dr. Pollen, the Agent for Sardärs in the Deccan, held 
the annual Darbdr 
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ing held on the 3lst ultimo near 
Gardens, Bombay, to ado f 


. a petition 
eeting held at Bombay 13 Aevdicmn » the 
pta memorial to Par- , 
liament against the Age of 
— dag meeting 
subsided. Exce} 
a Ol * ti 


due attention from Parliament after such a lapse of time since the passing 

Act. The memorialists and persons of their opinion would do well to exert 
themselves to abolish infant marriages among themselves. [The Broach Sam’ 
chdr (95) of the 4th June expresses similar sentiments. } 


17. The Native Opinion (14), in its issue of the 4th June, writes :—lest 
‘Sunday’s meeting held near Byculla, Bombay, to protest against the Age of Oo 
sent Act was a good success and the organisers be tulated on the 
achievement of the one main feature—the union of us and Mahomedans in 


A man of influence and position, Moulvi Hid4 yatulla ri 
e for which the meeting was 
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the recent riot at Benares, the Native Opinion 
issue of the 4th June, says that the mistake 
committed Government is that in 
ma of its subjects it relies on 
English, whose 


req 
them in connection with the Age of Consent Act and to 
its repetition in future. 


19. The Phamez (5), in its issue of the 27th May, says: 
recently determined by the Government of India, as 
we learn, that those in the Bombay Presidency calli 


Indians are, after all, nothing but Native converts, and there is probably good 
sense in the Government resolution, inasmuch as it ignores all distinction be- 
tween one class of Natives and another. But, if the Government is to be logical 
and consistent with itself, how is it that, while it debars Hindusand Musalmans 
from admittance into the volunteer corps, it allows access to East Indians? It 
certainly is in accordance with the letter and spirit of British rule not to make 
religion a ground of difference of treatment, and it is, in all probability, a matter 
of public policy that East Indians are forbidden to have arms in their on. 
But if this principle is to be carried to its logical extent, why should they be 
allowed to retain a Martini-Henri rifle in their possession, which oftentimes 
affords facilities for their having several rounds of ammunition by them? The 
Government therefore, in stamping out a distinction, has done 80 at the risk of 


being illogical. 
20. The Rdst Goftdr (86), in its issue of the 3lst May, writes:—The 


a of Mr. Webb as a Presidency 
Protest against the ramoured be a huge job. His appointment as Chief Presi- 


Sof Mr M. Webb dency M will be little short of a scandal. 
D n ot The entire ative press and public regard 
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“* (Collector of Dhärwar, has gone on leave 
a the period of nearly 
of Dhärwär he worked like an 


nor was he a strong man, nor did he seem 
to leave his name behind. Anyhow he pulled on smoothly with = 
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land 
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had, however, the wisdom not to act on y or not to be 
and did what he thought right. Sometimes he committed mistakes on 
his temper being rather hasty. He, however, never treated his subordinate 


| 


badly. 


ay mo Mr, je sarong was in our midst for a period of about fifteen 


Dharwar. Even ordinary intelligence and ordinary ways of think- 

ing were not found in him. The — * Vdrtid 
once stated that when he came to Dharwar he was not able to write correctly even 
afew lines in his cwn mother tongue. It is said that he has risen in the 
service on account of the influence of his relatives, who are big officials in 
Government service, Dhdrwir is said to be a fit place for useless officials, but 
we are glad to say that latterly Mr, Wiltshire did his work amoothly. 


23, The Bakul (21), in its issue of the 31st May, aas: — Several complaints 


have reached us in connection with the classification 
Complaints in connection of lands in the village of Vätad in the Ratuigin 


with the revised settlement Tüluka at the last revised settlement. The cour 
of the village of Véted in 

ts allege that the lands which were held by 
. Kt 


more have been now classed as Bett, and that 
been im in this village for the 

inf of their rights in their lands of other 
with. The attention of the District Settlement 
complaints. 
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* , practically doing absolutely nothing towards that obj 
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fatality which in front of the sacred portals of 
five weeks ago, has spread consternation in the whole Bom- 
bay, which, it is deplorable to have to state, the police done nothing 


allay. The attitude and conduct of the By om which has 
ing out this foulest and most nefarious human crimes, are even 
and beyond comprehension. Nay, more. Your Lordship could not have 
infer from the voluminous published proceedings of the s inquest which 
has now extended over 18 days, that that body has been beha rpg Bee - 
it t 


intelligence would contemptuously refuse to pin its faith to it fora second. In 
fact, it would be no exaggeration to say that the 2 

the theory evolved from its own inner consciousness. tever may 

the misgivings and the scepticism about the outrage theory at the — 10 
absolutely correct version of the three Pürei children and thesepoy Arjun, — reliable 
witnesses who have manfully stood the cross-examination of the intimidating and 
insolent police,—has left nodoubt on the mind of unbiassed persons in Bombay 
about the correctness of that theory. It was its bounden duty to have carried on 
the investigation on thathy pothesis, but it has studiously and on purpose—which 
to us appears to be 45 suspicious—avoided it. On the contrary, there 
is now ample evidence in the ings to justify the public belief that the 
police has made a dead set not to find out crime ai all Look over, 
my Lord, at the examination of the Coroner’s Surgeon. What was it but a 


tissue of fancied hypotheses, a fine cobweb-like „. of palpable fantasies, a 
mass of gross self — short, a very congerie of mare’s nests as to the 
injuries on the bodies of the deceased ladies having been the effect of the fall ! 
That absurd and irrational theory, uéferly uncor ed by facts or medical 
ecperience as Your Lordship must have perceived, has been entirely cut up to 

eces by the scientific scalpel of B.,“ the able correspondent of the Bombay 
asette. Finding that this fate of the Coroner's —this medi- 
cal flapdoodle, all wind and dust,—was discounted, it had no other recouree left 
but to find fault with the evidence submitted by the ytion. Mark, 


my 
Lord, that for well nigh two weeks it raved, ranted, gadded and beat about the 
of 


bush to construct some kind of structure in support of its hypothesis. 
brought scores of witnesses, who proved next to nothing and the veraci 
a of whom is open to grave doubt. But the moment little Na 
and her comrades, with Arjun, ruthlessly tore the veil in which the 
E wae enshrouded unmasked the real state of facta, it changed its 
If 1 owing to its ao | or to some else which 
it would be for Your p investigate, 


was ex . by the 1 *. 
aer dete wade ite prejuions and 
honestly striven, with the thread of the narrative, to unwind the mase and brin 
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true or untrue, on information which their subordinate, 
we are to have lady Commissioners in kidgloves and 
sooner Bombay gets rid of such the better. And what 
inary dereliction of duty on the part of that Police 
ho is alleged to have been ordered by the Commissioner to 
bundle? Was it not most suspicious and extraordinary to have 
the affair for 56 hours under some . ae ee ee 
ce evaporated yet, an inconsistency 
astounding as it is audacious, the police had the hardihood to question 
of witnesses who either offered themselves voluntarily or wer 
. Craigie, why each of them respectively failed to give immediate 
; within their personal experience? Thus, what was considered 
sauce for ee witnesses was no ane Sr Oo See 
of the police „Tour Lordship, at the character of the latest evidence 
the police last week. Can it be said that it was produced with the 
object of out the clue? Or was it with the apparent motive of thro 
doubts on the truthful evidence of the children and Arjun? Analyse 
examine, if you please, the conduct and attitude of the police from e 5 
of view, and you cannot but come to these irresistible conclusions: (1 
either it is an incapable body and entirely effete to detect grave crime, or (2) that 
it refuses to discover it on purpose from motives which it is not possible to fathom, 
but which could not be conceived to be in the public interests. The inquest, 
dragging its slow length, is now concluded. But is it possible to conceive 
u pele ty rascals have been brought to answer for their villainy? Neither 
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is it ble that with such a police as has now the charge of the care the 
of the heinous offence could ever be brought to book. Under the 
circumstances, eee to Your Lordship to 
AL. LIF oubts that still seem to hang 
We are not, my Lord, one of those, as Burke says, who think that the people are 
never in the wrong. But we do say that, where there is a divergen 
on matters like these, the presumption at least is in favour of the popular 
There is absolutely no mystery now left to be unfolded. The is now dit 
One of the actors is known publicly. The other are not les 
It only remains, therefore, for Your Lordship to order the in tion at 
this stage to be entrusted to other less deflant and more the 
blie you are anxious (of which we have not 
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their 

ial question is, knowing as the Police Commissioner did too well 
portance of an immediate investigation, why did he allow 
before commencing it? There is most 

the public should like to know whose it is. The blame primari 

Police Commissioner, and it is his duty to ex the delay, 


ee 
25 


3 
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it was he who gave orders so late, or it was 

in ing out the order. From his information he should have known that 

. a murderer depended on the result of the in 

He should have, therefore, lost no time in making the necessary inquiry. 

he did not believe at all in a murder, he should have been equally anxious to lose 
the hands of those 


plain why it was not taken. In this case the witnesses who have to 
give evidence to the effect that there was violence used are afraid of the police, 
and those who d to the contrary are always favoured by them. Can any 
one explain why ne Ser we SOS Pes oat ee Caen 
bundle, could not the all-powerful police have done something or other—the 
ce which has already done so much that it should not have, and has not 
one o much that it should have—to prove that the bundle never belonged to 
ita owner, or that the police found its contents very different? The police 
account always varies materially from the account pen by Sa 
And why could it not differ in this one more particular ? H. 
rere no 
can attach to the deflance with which the police set re 
men. not 


a witness in connection bas made matters won 
of the same date and the Broach Samdchdr (96) 
e conduct of the police. | 


. The Kaiser-i-Hind (85), in its issue of the 81st May, writes :— 


evidence submitted by Mr. Craigie 
The evidence on which the material to put 


girls. And on Friday last another veil was uplifted 

stoutly averred that Asl4ji confessed to him in the presen . McDermott 
that two Mahomedans had a struggle with the ladies while he was present there 
Of course, Mr. McDermott contradicted the statement, but the shrewd 

well know which evidence was more credible. Mr. Enty did not keep the in. 
formation to himself, but gave it out to four highly respectable gentlemen, two 
of whom are well known members of the bar. Mr. Enty’s is, indeed, a — 
revelation, more startling in its simplicity and accuracy even the simple 
truthful narrative of Nawazbdi. So here is fresh weighty testimony to sustain 
the original theory of outrage and the allegation against Asl4ji and his accom. 
plices. To our mind, it is now irresistibly clear that Aslä ji, in order to ward off 
any kind of suspicion against himself, had tried, like the thief in the Persian 
fable, to blurt out the truth. He himself was the author of the statement 
which went up like wildfire within an hour of the fatality that a Pini 
and two Mahomedans were the offenders. Now, with all these facts before us, is 
it premature yet to say that the mystery is almost cleared up? What is there 
to prevent the Coroner from ordering the arrest of Asl4ji? And why should not 
A’tmd4rdm be also arrested and turned into Queen's evidence’? We are con- 
vinced that he knows the whole truth, but is, perhaps, under such mortal dread 
of the police that he is prevented from divulging the entire secret of the tower 
imbroglio. Let also the two suspected Mahomedans be put under arrest, And 
will the police endeavour to trace the whereabouts of the clerk of Mr. Chitnis 
who is I. weer to have gone away somewhere? We repeat, the plot is now 
fully disclosed, and it only remains for the police at even this late hour to bring 
the charge home to each and every offender implicated in the crime, if it at all 
cares for its reputation. Will it do so? It remains to be seen. [The Gi 
(81), in its issue of the 8lst May, expresses similar sentiments.|} _ 


W. The Bombay Samdchdr (98), in its issue of the lst June, observes :— 
The evidence latterly recorded before the. Coroner has 
The Räjabäi Tower trage- been sufficient to show that the Rajabdi Tower tragedy 
7. ie conteat of We pele was the result of an outrage attempted upon the 
yang de wendet deceased Bachubäi and Perosbdi. The answers given 
of the Coroner's jury, 
by Superintendent McDermott to questions put to him 
by the Coroner show that the oy at arrived, long before the pos! mortem 
examination of the deceased by the Coroner’s Surgeon, at the conclusion that 
the fatality was caused by accident, This was evidently Lu- wrong on the 
part of that officer and the same ought to be duly noticed by Government, 
——The same, in its issue of the 4th June, expresses much satisfaction with the 
verdict of the Coroner’s jury in the case of the deaths of Bachubäl and Perosbéi, 
the verdict Mänakji Asldji, with two unknown persons, with culpable 
homicide not amounting to murder in regard to the death of dal, and Ménakii 
alone with culpable homicide amounting to murder with reference to the death of 
Perosbai, and observes with much in summing up 
eects Septet os Cees — the — accident and sui 
directing atten on theory u 3 
— in ite d Me of this week, ex 
men 
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e 
part of the local Government, while in one sense it is to be greatly 
in another sense, to be greatly welcomed as an open declaration by the authority 
which professes to sit in judgment, of its bias and mp Mane g jadi 
That declaration deserves to be welcomed further on the additional ground that 
it amounts to an unqualified admission that if Poona city municipal adminis. 
tration is judged by the same standard of efficiency which used to be applied 


115 


before the commencement of 1886—at any rate before July 1883—it must be 
declared to have been eminently successful on the whole. His Lordship vill 
have also found by this time that local self-government in 2 not 
a sham, even though it may not be a reality in its most perfect and dev 
form. We fully endorse the appeal made by Dr. Pollen on behalf of His Exvel- 
lency the Governor to the ed aristocracy for their active co-operation and 
support in thia connection — 1 their example and influence. You can,” 


i 


Dr. Pollen, “come for as candidates for election yourselves, or 
you can promote and influence the return of the best and most competent 
candidates. In the interest of the representatives of the landed ari 
the advice is excellent, and we trust it will stimulate them to p 
their energy and strength in the promotion of public weal. It is also 
suspected in some quarters that under the gui the forementioned advice 
is contained an insinuation to the effect that there are some undesirable 
members on the Poona City Municipality. If there be any such members 
and if they have any sense of ant SS me Gon, Sy vere © 
well to take warning in time and avert a slur being cast over the whole 
for the sins of afew. It is evident from the resolution issued by Lord Rea) 
Government in March 1889 on the Poona municipal elections that, in their 


ad. has — 


1 that period of six 
on the drainage — 4 oreover, is it not 
ernment that Mr. Arthur Crawford’s 
ted by 8 — in the General 
ment, No. , dated the 2nd April 1886, practically gave judgment 
the adoption by the — we of Colonel Ducat’s und 


scheme, and that the Government in their resolution in the Depart- 
ment, No. 3662, dated the 6th December 1887, endorsed that judgment? 
It will not be out of if the Bombay Government is reminded here that 
even before the appointment of the Sanitary Committee in April 1886 Colonel 
Ducat’s scheme was found fault with and condemned as impracticable more or 
less on similar 28 both by Colonel Greig, the then — i 


neer, C. D., and by Mr. Robertson, the then Commissioner, O. D. After giving 
brief summary of the official correspondence on the subject of the Poona Cit 
drainage scheme, the paper remarks :—We trust it will be ay admitted b 
every im critic that the complaint of Government, tha 
since 1880 have been wasted by the municipality, is absolutely 
aresult of the orders by Government in December 1887, it may be 
that until the commencement of 1890 no drainage scheme was 
the municipality, and that the period for which the municipality may 
have to account for varies from twelve to fifteen months. We are inclined 
think that few ns will consider the aforesaid period to be an un- 
reasonably long for the municipality to come to a decision on such 
poe mH question as the d of the city, with which is indissolubly 
the question of the of the cantonment suburbs. And 
Wwe shall not be surprised if the Bombay Government took a much longer 
period to arrive ata decision on the much vexed ; 
ting in en such a belief will be clearly evident from the 
h it is now nearly a since another — ect prepared by 
„the project for the city filter works) was submitted to Govern- 
＋ in purauance of the orders contained in the resolutions of 
1887 and January 1888, the — 1 not yet heard from 
iy, sad io cptoubhing te tag tas Ioan RAL S. prtjoch peepenad 
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characterise the proceedings. 
accuracy of these observations; but it may 


| 


annoyance of man It 
— illegal duties oe involved the municipality 
the tation to which the resolution under 
— says that the work done in one year did not fit in 

to be done ear, and there are instances 

the work of a previous = to be undone and 

. But we must cut this sort of criticism short. Government 
‘eomparisons with work done before 1883. Two instances are referred to 
evidence of the dilatory habits of the tion, vis., 2 
house. In pointing out these instances Secretariat offi write without 
— of previous correspondence. In these two instances the dilatoriness 
is traceable more to the doors of Government than to those of the municipality. 
The question of having underground drains came before the first 
of the municipality in 1883 and the hollowness of the arguments used in 
favour of having a new project was at once exposed. It was proved to 
the satisfaction of Government and all parties concerned that, cholera and 
other epidemics that visited the Poona City were the direct result of the action 
of Government in the Revenue and Irrigation Departments; and Govern- 
ment was compelled to admit the truth of Réo Saheb Ndmijoshi’s propositi 

ne cultivation roundabout the city was stopped, it was decided to 

make the canal staunch and close the water-channels,—both most powerful 
sources of dampness in the city. That Government has been inactive, and 
culpably so, can be seen by anybody. And yet Government does not scruple to 

fault with the municipality for dilatoriness. This is the same policy of 
justice, equity and common sense which would appoint commissions to inquire 
into the mal-administration of Native States, but would take no notice of oppres- 
sion under its own roof, In this matter of drainage and slaughter-house 
constructions Government would want the municipality to bes that they have 
done all they could, and they would be * to give credit to the body as 
they have done in the matter of surface drains. Now, as to the comparison of 
the munivipality of 1883 with that of 1890 we shall produce facts. We shall 
take the matter of privies first. It appears that during the seven years of the 
new muuicipality 1,801 privies were improved. The number of improved privies 


is Increasing every year :— 
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45079 4 


4 
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In 1883-84 it was 110 
125 
126 
153 
246 
179 
880 


It will thus appear that with the exception of one y 

improved is increasing, and that compared with the first year the n 

times as large in the last year of the geries. If . 

carried out in a day or even in u year, can we say here is no 

frogress in this direction P Tingearqmsent of ee has another 
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Dhdrwdr Vritt (80), in ite i of the 4th June, refers 
iven by His Excellency 


= 
ier f 


is recent visit to that town, an 

ks at tha 44 A 

works at that city were act re an 
neer of the Public Works 2 cof coal 

periors, and ultimately 
cellency has asserted to the contrary, and that, if not for 
this reason, on account of the failure of the scheme and the low financial condi- 
tion of the municipality Government should remit the remaining debt due by 
it to Government. 


89. The Chanddnshu (24) of Tdsgaon, in its issue of the Slst May, 


* 3 I year 3 
pproval grant by the m ty for providing the police 
of Re. 20 by the dure the town with hand lanterns, Ko., to take with them 
— on their beats at night, and requests Government to 
refuse to take it as the acceptance of it would be against 


its own order previously issued. 
| Par ITI. —Native States. 


40. The Mahdrdehird Mitra (45), in its issue of the 28th May, disapproves 
— i , of the treatment accorded by the British Government to 
accorded to Native Princee the Native Chiefs and Princes in India, observing that 
in India by the British Gov- if Government wish to preserve Native States intact they 
should allow the Chiefs and Princes free inte 

of thoughts themselves and remove restraints 
the matter of adoption and maintenance of armies. The 7 policy of the 
British Government, adds the paper, shows their want of confidence in the 
loyalty of the Native Princes, and a change in the direction above 
is sure to en the administration of Native States and to the British 


Government in their eateem—things which will ultimately be very beneficial to 
British rule in India. * 


4. ‘The Mu, (4), in ite neue of tho Slat May, writen 
ca 
1 wreaking on. the murderers of Mr. 
and others is progressing apace, the question of the 


11 


A3 


Eik 
= 


loyalty 

should be maintained. A reversal of that 
State from one end of India to the other, 
uillity of our Indian Empire for five years, 
How true and weighty-these words are 
done His Excellency Lord Lansdowne’s 
, World, a Conservative journal, and, as the 
correspondent of the Hinds says, “as stout a supporter as British 
ials anywhere in the empire could desire,“ most uncompromisingly condemns 
the policy pursued. It asks the Viceroy and others to clear themselves. “They © 
may be able to clear themselves,” says Mr. Edmond Yates, “by proving 
disregard or misunderstanding of clear instructions. In any other case, whether 
of knowledge and sanction, or of ignorance and indifference, a large part of the 
folly and guilt must rest with ; and the proper ponalty of censure or. 
recall must be exacted.” We need not say, then, what the language of the 
Radical journals is. They all condemn severely the Government and all others 
concerned. Sir W. V. Harcourt means to press the Government to name a day 
for a debate on Manipur affairs, when he proposes to call attention to the 
disaster and to the causes thereof, and will ask for the production of further 
pers relating thereto. On the whole, we fear the Manipur disaster will prove 
isastrous to the reputation of Lord Lansdowne. [The Portugues Britannico 
(159), in its issue of the 80th May, in common with most of its vernacular 
contemporaries, condemns the action of the British Government in rd to 
Bmp and wishes that the State should not be annexed to the British Indian 

pire. 
42. The Indu Prakdsh (18), in its issue of the lst June, writes :— What 
; the eventual fate of Manipur is to be is not yet finally 
be nente considered 1 settled, but there is reason to think that the view of 
lifeat Manipn. de Government is in accord with public opinion. It 
has been stated that the Government of India and the 
Secretary of State are both op to annexation and would prefer to form a 
local administration under British influence. If the Government of India and 
the Secretary of State are agreed that annexation is not desirable, we wonder 
who else has the right to decide what shall be done? It is to be noted that such 
an imperialist as Sir Richard Temple does not approve of annexation. It may 
be presumed, therefore, that annexation will not take place. Whatever the 
conscious intention be, we fear it will be diffloult to contend that an arrest 
of a in a Darbar to which he is invited as a mark of honour will not 
bea of faith. When the Sendpati defeated the project of the Darbär it 
was resolved to use force, and this was blunder No. 2, Mr. Quinton was, 
perhaps, justified in using force to 2 out his object, hut he knew his force 
Was inadequate and might have waited for a day to arm himeelf for the fray 
and allow reinforcements to arrive so as to make defeat impossible. When 
Mr. Quinton found himeelf overpowered that he should have gone into the 
citadel for a parley was blunder No. 8. Thus from first to last, 
defeat and death were in a manner courted by Mr. Quinton. The penalty was 
heavy—the loss of valuable life and the subsequent retributory expedition under 
General Graham. Thus, however regrettable the end of Mr. Quinton's expedi- 


THE 


The constitation of the 
Manipur Coart for the trial of 
Jubr4j and others considered 
unfair. 


soners after the capture of Kabul. 
say that the captives are to be given a fair trial, and to be 
of their defence. A glance at the constitution of the tribunal and 
ments made for legal advice for the defence of the Jubr4j and cannot 
to strike any one with their hollowness, Such trials are rather intended to strike 
terror among people than literally to carry out every judicial intention of 
law. These trials are, therefore, the shadow and not the substance, and naturally 


er but we cannot place Mani 

new annexation, for this State, before the 4 

Government and both the Jubräj and the 

missioner with all courteousness. Moreover, the published Government papen 
show that, were it not for the proposed arrest, matters would not have come to 
such a distressful pass. Be that as it may, all these facts point to one thing, ahd 
that is that the Jubr4éj and others, whatever be the nature of their guilt, deserve, 
even when put * their trial, a better treatment than they seem likely to 
receive at the of the military court. We are quite sure the Government 


of Lord Lansdowne will take every possible care that the fairness of the trial is 
not called into question. [The Bakul (21), in its issue of the 8 let May, also 
232 of the constitution of the Commission appointed to try the offender 
in the 


Manipur disturbances, and says that just and impartial judicial officer 
ought to have been appointed as judges, and the fact of the massacre of the 


children and women of the family of Jubräj by British officers should be duly 
considered by the Commission.] 


44. The Kesari (42), in its issue of the 2nd June, says :—It seems from the 


Subodh Sindhu newspaper of dwa and private 
Alleged brutal murder information received by us that a gentleman named 
committed oh Viicin : 1 — Balvant Väman Booti has been recently brutally 
— 3 10 the service murdered at Ujjein, Balvant Booti had held important 
of the Indore State. ts in the Native States of Indore and Gwalior. His 
Highness Mahäräja Holkar recently knew that the 
deceased had communicated some information about his administration to 4 
newspaper, For this or for some other reason, a warrant was issued against 
him, and with this a Police Superintendent of Indore went with some of his 
men to U jjein to arrest him. It is further said that the Police Superintendent 
arrested Booti at Ujjein, and taking him to a lonely place tortured him brutally, 
Cuts with a sharp instrument were inflicted on several parts of his body and 
his tongue was pulled out. He was then taken to a railway station, but the 
station authorities, seeing that he was in a very precarious state, did no 
piles him to be put in a carriage. He was then taken back to the town, where 
e died soon after. A report was spread by the polive that he committed suicide 
by taking opium, and it is also alleged that his body was examined by a dootat, 
The story is very horrible, His Highness the Mabéréja Holkar should prompt 
enquire into the matter and see that justice is done. 


45, The Indian Spectator (Y), in its issue of the Slst May, writes :—The 
les 114 has considered it advisable to issue 

Renolution of the Bombay one more resolution on the relations which should exist 
Government on the N 1 political officere and the Native States in 
— serve, as the presents and N 

ee by the latter, Government must Day? 


reasons of its own for adopting the course it has. Of late, it has shown 
— very sensitive on this question. It is a healthy sign, as proving that it is 
aware of what is amiss, and that it is anxious to see matters mended. The 
present resolution is almost a reminder to the political officers of their duty, 
and of what Government wishes them to do. In certain Native States, the idea 
that the political officers should pay for everything they get for their use must 
sound so novel to the States themselves no less than to the officers concerned that 
continual reminders at convenient intervals as occasions arise would be of the 
use. The State takes time to realize the idea, and for a long time it 
cannot see how the political officer is to live without the Chief's 1 
or by whatever other euphemism such a place be called, without equipese, 
his butler, wines, &c,, Ko. 80 little has the Chief seen of certain political 
officers living at their own expense while within the limits of his State, that he 
thinks the experiment difficult for them to carry out. He himself is not always 
willing that the | Séheb should refuse his hospitality. The so-called hospitali 
endears him to the Säheb, makes him think better of him, makes him side wit 
him in his disputes with the gardssias and others; in short, it is this hospitality 
to which the Chief owes so much of his tranquillity. Funny stories are recalled 
to this day of the entertainment offered, not many years back, by Chiefs to 
political officers. Men in the lower grades of the service fatten themselves on 
corruption and on the good things of this world that are supplied to them with- 
out any cost by the States. We do not know what the practice now is. But 
some years ago, each clerk in the political officer’s establishment got his quan- 
tum of grain, ghee and sugar. Did each clerk get the same quantity? No. 
For the higher clerks the quantity was five or six times what should fall to the 
lot of one n according to the established rate. A clerk was made more of 
than a Small Cause Court Judge is here. We hope the Bombay Government 
includes these petty officials in its late resolution. [The Sudhdrak (17), in its 
issue of the Ist June, 11 approves of the resolution and remarks that the 
credit of it is said to be due to Mr. Lee- Warner, the impartial and upright 
Secre to the Bombay Government. The Subodh Patrika (16) of the 31st 
May and the Kesari (42) of the 2nd June also approve of the resolution and 
thank Government for it, but express doubts about its being strictly enforced 
by the political officers. The Hindusthdn (105), in its issue of the 31st May, also 
approves of the circular order, observes that the Native Chiefs also suffer from 
the visits of private European gentlemen, as the former consider it their duty to 
entertain richly all Europeans, official or unofficial, and requests Government to 
try to afford relief to Native States from the burden of the visits of private 


parties as well.] 


46. The Praja Mat (115), in its issue of the 80th May, is glad to hear that 
8 Colonel Hancock, Acting Political Agent, Käthiäwär, 
the Se in pas gone to Jämnagar and that Mr. Wadia, Barrister- 
at-law, has been engaged by the Darbär to inquire 
into the embeaalements alleged to have been committed by Mr. Raghav Khavds, 
and observes :—About two years ago it was rumoured that Rs. 30,000 were 
entered in the State account books as spent on tea and Rs. 10,000 on mangoes, and 
the rumour stands uncontradicted up to date. These items are sufficient to cast a 
suspicion upon the entries in the account books. His Highness the Jam ought to 
obtain the loan of an experienced Native officer from the British Government 
to go over the books and detect frauds. 


47. The Nydyadarehak (118), in its issue of the lst June, observes :—The 
Jim is a mere puppet in the hands of Janbäi, Mr. Karsan Khavds and some others. 
It is said that ci oe the visit of the Jam to Bombay in April 1889, an intriguer 
rr him the sum of Rs. 50, for being paid to a cer- 
tain party, It is rumoured that a n has been su 4nbdi in her 
attempts to get the claims of her son to the gddé being admitted and has been try- 
ing to enrich her. Under such circumstances the State must be mismanaged an 
cannot be improved unless Janbäi and her supporters are removed and an able 
Diwan is appointed. We also hear that a Latte promised to advance a 

sum of money to the of Prince Kälubha, who are trying to get 
permission from Government to allow him to return to Jamnagar. | 
don 373...7 ; ; 
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49. The Gujardt Darpan (80), in its issue of the 3lst May, writes: 
days of English Nawdbs have gone by, sti 


A complaint gains) ‘he found examples of them here and there. We have not 
— the Bachia Btate, 0 80 very far to seck one, for we are likely to fa 


him in Mr. Lely’s new First Assistant, Mr. Wer. 


5 
ii 
5 


Rumour whispers that Mr. Weir, when in the Kaira District, had made a name 
for his temper. She is on her wings again and is gossiping about. She 
that he has made his debut as Administrator of Sachin in a way which 
sustain the character he has borne hitherto. Already some murmurs have been 
rife among those who have had to deal with him, although it is not a week since 
he took charge. On the very first day of his arrival at Camp 5 = a peon 
mash’ and 


or peons were complimented with such epithets as ‘bhangi,’ ‘ 
5 Their fault was that they were not clothed in as white a dress as he 
would like. After teaching manners to his peons in this off-hand way, 
to instruct the patels what Native etiquette towards such lish 
he should be. He began with the patel of Bhimpore. In the , 
ing the State bungalow, the officious patel was moving about giving orders to 
the servants. In the meantime came up the Saheb, and the patel bowed low and 
salaamed him. But for all his pains he was fined a rupee by his garidnavwds. 
Why? The patel was treading on grass and brambles, and 1 the rude fellow 
had not taken off his shoes before salaaming the Saheb. e Saheb wanted to 
be salaamed with the shoes first and then with the hand. Some people have 
taken the lesson so to heart that they have determined, for fear of being fined, 
to take off their shoes wherever they meet the Nawäb de facto of Sachin and 
then to Salaam him. Weare not able to say what lessons will follow next. But 
if the British administration of a Native State is facilitated by such lessons, we 
should think Mr. Weir is a great u. in giving them. t to our simple 
mind it does not seem facilitated. On the contrary, nothing brings contem 
on the administration more than such provocative lessons, Mr. Weir’s you 
and inexperience may be pleaded as an excuse. However, as he is put ina i 
sponsible post, it is the duty of those who have put him there to sober him down. 
t the success in managing a Native State greatly depends on the 2 
qualities of its head. Mr. Lely has the reputation of being a very sensible and 
conscientious officer, Will he not curb the misdirected energy of his subord! 
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(Vor the week ending 6th June 1891.) 
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The leaders of the Hindu society who have received Roglish educa- 
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Arms Act: The Bombay — ice and ine 600 


Highness the Czarewitch : 
opinion of — about the arrangements made by the British 
Government for the visits of Native Princes in India to him ... 
Information about British rule in India — to _ been com- 
mupicated by — to his august father - 
Indian Councils Bill: ” Prospecte of the — ; 
Land revenue: A complaint that full water rates are levied without sup- 
plying water from the canals during the hot season... 
honours: Honours conferred on Lieutenant Grant who distin- 
guished himself in the Manipur disturbances 
Official Secrets Act: Premature publication of a correspondence regard 
-ing Manipur in the Englishman and the —.... 
Police : 
An outrage alleged to have been committed on a Pärsi and his wife 
at Bombay sis 
Recommendation to the — in India to adop t the. practice said to be 
followed in Europe of taking at oA of murdered persons 
in order to discover the murderers when they could not other- 
wise be detected a see 3 
Public honours: 
Approval of the honour conferred on Mr. M. C. Muraban, Executive 
Engineer, Bombay 
Disapproval of the bestowal of the title of Sirdar on Khan Babddur 
ir Abdul Ali of the Bombay Police sie fa 
Dissatisfaction expressed with this year’s Birthday honours list 
Remarks on the honours list in connection with Her Majeaty’s Birth- 


da 
di The Indu Prakash a 
The Kdside Mumbar : 
Public service: 


Mr. Crawley-Boevey as Collector of Dhdérwér 
Remarks on Mr. Wiltshire, First Assistant Collector, Dhérwér 
Public Works Department: Bad condition ude 4 * at . in me 
Ahmedabad District ve - 
Rajdbéi Tower y: 
Alleged negligence of the Bombay Police to enquire into the story 
about the bundle of clothes in connection with the 
“An open letter” to His Excellency Lord Harris in connection 
with the —, severely censuring the police of Bombay ase 


His Im 


Mih 


Remarke on the evidence of the Parsi children in the — case 

The 2 on which the tower mystery is considered as almost 

The —, the * of the police of Bombay and the verdict of the 
Coroner's jury ... ane 

The — and the Khoja community ase ee 


Revision survey settlement: amas oe in connection with the — of 
the village of Vatad in the Ratudgiri Tél 


Ge na ows 


Past IL—Municipalitio— 


Dhdrwér: Remission of the outstanding due by Manicipality 
the Bominy Goveramect ou ff welr-works recommended 


* brought by the Bombay Government against 


et rr = ey 
The Bombey Government and the — Municipality: : 
=— - 


Téagaon : ater tt od oalies Nein 20 by the — Municipality to 


Part III.—WNative Statee— 


Indore: Alleged brutal murder committed at 1 in the — 
State by a Police Superintendent in the service the — State 


Jémnagar : 3 in the — — 


Kathidwér : Reply from 8 Acting Political ‘Agent, — 
the Managing Committee of the Shetran} temple regarding his 
= Shetrunja Hill, and a request to ment in the 
1 cunabiend to be s nsible for the loss of life at —... 
The constitation of the — Court the trial of Jubrdéj and others 
The English press on the — disaster 40 ‘na 15 
Native Princes in India: The treatment at present accorded to — by the 
British Government disapproved and a change recommended 
Native States and the political officers in charge of them: Resolation of 
the Bombay Government on —... 
oe A complaint against the — of Mr. War, Administrator of 
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The Pramod Sindhn sae . . Umrdwati (aussi. Weekly 
„ Veidarbh ... 1 we . Akola... a Do. 
Varhdd (Berar) Samachar „ ch 
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Wara Tei. 


The Shetakari ... ss 50 . Omrdwati (Amrdeoti)..| Monthly... 
„ Shuddha Varhädi. sie 5 Akola... * Weekly 


1. The Varhdd Samdchdr (8), in its issue of the lst June, writes :—It will 
i ea 1 8 Aer 
3 ceptibilities e people have sharpened since 

Ss - 1 on the famous Consent Bill. This 
showed itself in the recent occurrences at Benares and 
Calcutta. Their cause is the interference of Government officers in religious: 
matters. The Government deals with such matters with its usual high- handed 
se The leaders of the so-called Benares rioters have been deported. 
ough the temple is allowed to stand in eit u, still the public are excluded from it. 
A similar doom awaits for the culprits who took in the recent disturbances 
at Calcutta. It was natural that the -_ should be maddened into when 
they heard that a temple was to be p down. The people protested, but to 
no purpose. What was to be expected from people under these circumstances ? 
It was but natural that they should make up their mind to take the law into their 
own hands and should be ready to sacrifice even their lives, The Government 
has virtually carried its own points. The temple will only nominally stand. 
The public will have no access, The intention of the Government is clear. It 
wishes to force the people into blind obedience. The people should try their 
best to resist such an attempt. It is weg | perseverance and zeal which overcome 
difficulties. The National Oongress has ed a constitutional means to bring 
every grievance to light. We must learn to depend upon ourselves and should not 
look abroad for help. 


2. The VatdardA (2), in its issue of the 80th May, writes: — Rightly or 
wrongly, the Benares riot had its origin in the belief 

pd order excluding the that the temple in question was to be pulled down 
ere: The Hot’ ha ben pft and” Ge ngen 
recent rio The riot au an 0 ers 
unjust, — severely punished. Let. also those who gave the false 
alarm be punished, if ble, more severely. On 

what principle, however, are the general public to be excluded from the temple ! 
To punish one hundred thousand Hindu residents of Benares and the many 
that go there, because two thousand Hindus and Mahomedans made a 

riot, is not justice. But this is what the Allahabad Government has 
done, The ous of the people have been respected so far as to order 
the temple to remain i sifu, though the compound is to be made over to the 


have been a very wise resolution to send the Chief Commissioner 


the Sen4pati as the archflend who had fo 

in Manipur; but we cannot but think that six long a time 
coming to such a resolution. The British Government showed no gi 
disapproval of the coup de main at Manipur, which deported from the 
ruler who had been recognized as such 14 4 
the Government of India acquiesced in for we do not find 

pers that any instructions were sent to the t to let the 
1 the ex-Räja think that they had not been recognised 
Jubräj by the Queen- Empress. The Government of India in 
defence to the Secretary of State profess to doubt that Jubrj ever 
the Residency, and say that the Darbér was postpon use a 
guard to receive the de facto Mahdrdja was not ready. But these are 
jectures which cannot weigh against the clear testimony of the heroic wife of 
the Resident, who was an eye-witness of how soldiers were placed to guard every 
door and window, including those of her bedroom. We — nor — the mem- 
bers of the Government itself, if denuded of their official position, would not 
hesitate to believe, as gentlemen, Mrs. Grimwood’s clear, consistent and, above 
all, disinterested testimony. Bearing these facts in mind, it is impossible to think 
that the Jubréj “ was not — — a false sense err It will be hard 
to distinguish een treachery and a stratagem to capture in a Darbér 
the Commander-in-Chief of a friendly State without the’ least shadow of a 
pretence to show any displeasure, either towards him or towards the ruler he had 
made and . e cannot also see the righteousness of the policy of re- 
cognizing as ja one of the two rebels who had subverted the former 
government and de its head. If the ex-Mahdréja was to be considered 
as having abdicated and no notice was to be taken of the coup de mais in 
November 1890, itself a very graceless thing—and if his heir was to be recog- 
nized. as Mah4rdja, we do not see how the heir of that heir could be deprived 
of his right to become the Jubréj. All is well that ends well.” Let usno 
more assail the memory of a trusted and valued servant of the Crown who has 
lost his life. But we are compelled to review the past, because we want to 
impress upon the minds of the Government the necessity of rememberi 
this blundering and bungling in meting out punishments to the rebels that have 
been captured and in settling the future fate of Manipur. Now that British 
prestige has been re-established, and the Jubräj is easily and honourably deport- 
able, there is no danger in showing the heavenly graces of mercy and justice. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER. 
Acting Reporter on the Native Pres 
New Secretariat, Bombay, | 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
9th June 1891. 
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Part I.—Politice and the Public Administration. 


Dnydn Prakish (12), in ite issue of the 
* e 


K 


f 


488 
Fr 


i 


Indian — as believed by the 


English 
scheme of the Manipur Darbér. The Dm also 
observes that is documentary evidence to prove that the British have ere 
this committed several breaches of trust, and as instances in point refers to the 
conduct of Lord Clive towards Umichand, the utterances of Lord in con- 
nection with the admission of Natives into the Covenanted Civil _ and 


the promise given by Lord Dufferin to the late Jaya jiräo Scindia 
was on his deathbed. 
2. The <A’rydvart (20), in its issue of the 6th June, ref 


ers to 
contents of the letters alleged to have been sent 


‘ . Hi hness t! 2 . + 2 2 
. L e British Hie Imperial Highness the Czarewitch to his a 
administration of India. 


about the 


ZF 


reported utterances in Japan 
licy followed by the British in the administration of India, and says 
that these letters and utterances prove that the people of India need entertain 
no fear of a Russian invasion, but His Imperial Highness was not at all 
justified in saying that if the British had not made certain arran ts in con- 
nection with his Indian tour he should not have been certain o safely 
through India. This remark, adds the paper, of His Imperial Highness unjusti- 
fiably casts a slur on the character of the natives of India, and this is extremely 
painful to them as they spent large sums in honour of his visit to their country. 


3. The Poona Vaibhav (58), in its issue of the 7th June, says that the 
; recent riots at Benares, Calcutta and some other places 
B Recent 0 1 — are the results of the discontent created among all 
places and their causes. classes of Indian subjects by the stringent forest laws, 
the heavy salt duties, the income-tax, the enhanced land 
revenue assessment, interference with the rights of Inamdärs, Jdghirddrs, and 
Native Chiefs and Princes, the offence given by the Age of t Act 
and the slaughter-houses such as the one at Bandora. The British statesmen, 
adds the Vatbhav, cannot see the real causes of danger, probably because they 
are infatuated. As we are perfectly loyal to Government we do not like that 
such disturbances should 4— place; but, at the same time, we cannot blame 
the rioters, seeing how the people have been treated of late by Government. 
Instead of simply punishing the rioters ina summary way Government 1 1 
to find out and remove the cause of these disturbances. The Kalpataru (89), 
in its issue of the 7th June, expresses similar sentiments. | 


4. In alluding to the assertion made by the Morning Post of Allahabad 
that seditious rumours are prevailing at Allahabad, 
Remarks on the assertion Cawnpur, Lucknow, Agra and other 1m t places 
NA 2 of in the North-West Provinces, attributing these ru- 
ramoure * * n the mours to the people having grown suspicious of Gov- 
North · West Provinces, ernment interference in religious matters, the Bhdrat 
Bhrdta (140), in its issue of the 5th June, states :— 
The above is not mere rumour, and the people of that part of the country say 
that the English administration has of late ere very weak. Whether the Gov- | 
ernment takes it in good or bad part we will certainly cherish our religion, and 
make the actual condition of the country public. The original causes of this 
Tumour are the Age of Consent Act, the poverty of India and inattention to the 


prayers of the people. 


5. The Jdme Jamehed (84), in its issue of the 12th June, writes :—By an 


edict of the British War Office, Hongkong, which has 
* mon 8 for generations formed part of China. is to be in future 
Hongkong. *ptat included in the military map of India. The change 
| is to take place in this way. A regiment composed of 
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leslie 


pes Bans always had the power of saying 
trators in ir own case. Now 


i 


as of being 


= 
2. 


accounts and responsibilities is sure to occur in an Indian Hongkong 


ment, unless the Government of India are strong and firm and insist 
departure in accounts which will relieve the revenues of this coun 


possible liability for the new forve in Hongkong, India will be drawn into 
the Chinese organization. 


6. The Mahrditta (4), in its issue of me 7th — says 2 corres- 
pondence regarding the amendment e Factory 

Remarks on the corre Act between the Secretary of State for India and the 
pondence between the Score. Viceroy has been published. It is worth reading. 


22 1. A 1 Not because there is much information in it of a we 


regard ful nature showing the necessity of undertaking 
the — hey tng N lation, but because therein = on a glimpse 1 * 

real state of affairs regarding the position of the 
Government of India. The Secretary of State is the virtual ruler of India. 
His orders to the Viceroy are very peremptory. “The Bill must be proceeded 


with and ue this session without fail.“ That is the order given to the 
Viceroy. isthe order given? Not because the Secretary of State con- 
siders the condition of the mill-hands as in any way in urgent need of improve 
ment, but bevause of the pressure brought to bear upon him by the Lancashire 
“ philanthropists.” This is how we are governed. Parliament has little 
control over our officials, and what little power it has it rarely uses, when 


using it, uses it to a wrong purpose. 


7. The Kaieer-i-Hind (85), in ita issue of the 7th June, observes :—It is quite 
natural , e should ly disapprove of the 
valofthe honour distinction of K. CO. I. E. conf on the Honourable 
Ar en Rd Nen: Mr. C. B. Pritchard by the recent Birthday Gasetta 
ae OO ive e * — hae 2 
cared to fill the Government coffers without showing 

„ oe Sor the panies tee officers like him, by their mistaken 
2 tent among the people. In the Executive Council Mr. 4 
been of little use, and as he has completed the full term of his service 


FH 


m depend light and 
We are mpl say that there 
amongst us ; but to condemn a whole brotherhood for the back 


two is, perhaps, moet uncharitable. These may 14 timely correction and a 


timely hint; or the enforcement of the sections of the Penal can curb the 
evil more satisfactorily than a whole machinery organised to hold it under check. 


10. The Poona Vaibhav (58), in its issue of the 7th June, disapproves of 
the remarks made by Dr. Pollen, the t for Sarddrs 
in the Deccan, in connection with the of Consent 

7 Act in his s at the Darbär revently held at Poona 
the Age of Consent Act. in honour of the birthday of Her Majesty the Queen- 
Empress, and remarks :—A Darbär is not the to 
find fault with or praise other men’s opinions, and Dr. Pollen’s remarks have 
offended the feelings of several Sardärs who attended the Darbar. When laws 
are constantly passed to benefit Government at the expense of the rayats, are we 
expected to say that the Age of Consent Act alone is conducive to our happi- 
ness? We have left to the reformers the task of praising Government for 
Age of Consent Act and cannot accept the advice tendered by Dr. Pollen 
as it offends our feelings. [The Sur Shivdji (68), in its issue of the Sth June, 
expresses similar sentiments. ] 


11. The Mahomedan Herald (148), in its issue of the 8th June, observes :— 
We are unable to see why the 2 recently held 
at Bombay to adopt a memorial to t against 

2 of Consent Act should be called Mahomedan 

as as Hindu. It is true that Moulvi - 

"  tullah was called to the chair by the Hindus in order 

to flatter and coax and that Khän 
Bahddur Ghul4m Mahomed Munshi, inconsistently 


with his former sensible and londahle cones, $008 5. pesnize_part ta But we 
are unable to understand how a meeting com of one to twenty 
Hindue—most of the few Mahomedans, „for aught we know, have 
been mere omedan meeting. We feel that it 
) t and of several communities 

two men of influence and 
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not yet completely 
and Mahomedans, combined their forces 

They have adopted 

Commons. That they took so long after the measure 

to rally their forces for one last le, shows that the 

ts opponents is now at a very low ebb. We should have ignored their 
not been am on account of its inconsistencies and naive absuriitin — 
The petitioners declare that in fixing the limit of age at twelve years, the Legislatun 
has laid down “a numerical and unscientific ” limit. The Act violates the Hindu 
ecclesiastical law, which the memorialists consider has been based on reason and 
écience in the sense in which they take it, and yet in support of their contention 
they quote with approval from a minute by Sir James Fergusson in which lo 
says that “superstitions and unnatural social traditions can never be abolished 
by being directly attacked; they become obsolete and perish when civiliaation 
has outgrown them.” It w seem, therefore, that, in spite of their clamour 
and these gentlemen have an unconscious and instinctive perception 
that the custom which they seek to uphold is “superstitious and unnatural.” 
This involuntary perception of truth on their part is _ apparent when they 
state further on that the gracious promises of the Queen-Empress conveyed in the 
Proclamation of 1858 should not be violated for the purpose of forcing reform.” 
Then is the fixing of a numerical and unscientific” limit a reform afte 
all? A sentence in the petition affords a striking illustration of the combim- 


Eli 


tion which is found among Natives of intense and advanced radicalism in 
itical matters. If the “rigour” were mitigated by the admission into the 
tive Councils of such “ real representatives of the people as the! 
titioners presumably consider themselves to be, we might ex to 


the days of Sati, infanticide, 3 and such other harmless “ 1 3 


observances! The petition would a painful document, were it not » 
amusing. 


18. The Sudbodh Patrika (16), in its issue of the 7th June, writes: — be 
— 5 ye | of the Age of Consent law had their mass meeting, a 
they it, on last Sunday. The memorial adopted at the meeting goes u 
the old lines and makes it clear that the leading spirits of this opposition to 
law have not yet learnt to be accurate in their statement of facts. It is the 
height of audacity on the part of these gentlemen to assert that the evil which 
the law seeks to sup is more imaginary than real, in the face of the fac 
that even Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter has been forced to admit its existence, 
though he has said that it does not exist to what he calls a culpable extent. 
They also forget the boast of their own party, which is a well-dounted one, that 
such cases rarely come to the knowledge of the public, for the social sentiment 
is entirel wane to their exposure, and they are almost always hushed N 
except w e extreme nature of the injury renders that attempt impossi 
The number of cases, therefore, which comes before the Courts or the public 
forms no index to the extent of the evil. Again, the instances which have come 
before the Courts in Bengal and of which Sir Andrew Scoble gave a summary 
in his speech at the second of the Bill, have been studiously ignored by 
the speakers at last Sunday's . This fact alone is a sufficient condem: 
nation of the memorial adopted by it, and Parliament need not go beyond it 
justify itself in rejecting the prayer of the memorial as one sought to 
supported by inhumanity on the one hand and barefaced 8 
ment on the other. Then there are the 8 ot the other 
and non-official, which deal a crushing blow to every argument 


raised to the rer 
the late proceedings. This omission ia remarkable when taken 


4. The Vdrtéhar (18), in its issue of the 7th June, says :—-It 
creditable to the Hindus and medans of Bombay that cg | 
o 


gotten their other differences snd joined in carrying out the 
he i ve been much lexed by t 


, since sa the number of those who a 
in spite of the fact that the audience numbered more than five thou- 


sand. 


15. The Poona Vaibbav (53), in its issue of the 17th May, publishes a 

letter signed by a woman, named Durga, in which the 

aos ee Se oe re 

au t 0 nsent Bill, to out means 

Ce for removing the sufferings of innumerable Indian 

women whose husbands happen to suffer from impotency. She says that these 

women lead an immoral life and bring ruin upon t ves and their families, 

and opines that Hindy 2 and women — live as A wife ae 
the religious performance of marriage. is letter appears to be a satire on 

of 5 Act and is written in indelicate language, making indecent 

usions, [The Bhémini Prakdsh (23), in its issue of the 8rd June, condemns 

the above letter as indecent, and requests Government to take proper notice of 

it, as the Poona Vaibbao frequently indulges in such writings. | 


16. The Native Opinion (14), in its issue of the 11th June, writes :—Gov- 
ernment may look with just pride upon the strides 

Rigoar of the ares Aet with N a 5 vps is -increasing, but it 
. to t that in proportion to its revenue 
1 of wild insecurity of life is also 4 owing to the 
in depredations of wild beasts. Ravages on 

human life and cattle are not confined to any particular part of India; they are 
general more or less, but Government will not allow free use of arms for 
rotection against wild beasts. Parts of the Central Provinces are so freely in- 
ested by these creatures that the entertainment of the services of a special officer 
for * ee has become a ype — are * N that 2 
single special offloer gan protect a whole e against the tly attacks o 
these animals, and yet the Chief — seems to think that such an 
arrangement may be a tee against this evil, According to the 
Bombay Gazette, only in Narsingpur 23 persons were killed and 20 wounded, 
while in Hoshangabad 95 lost their lives owing to the visits of man-eaters, 
and one dees not know how many more lives may yet be destroyed. For 
the security of a country against foreign inyasion troops are employed, but 
we have never heard of the security of people against the inroads of beasts 
being entrusted, not to the people themselves, but to outsiders, Indeed, this is a 
novel way of according protection to them. Really, Government's determination 
for a restricted use of arms is highly unreasonable, Pity it is that the question 
should not receive that amount of serious attention which it so — 


deserves. 
We say, cannot a strong protest be made against Government immobility in the 
matter of people's — ? 4 


17. The Bombay Samdohdr (98), in its issue of the 11th June, observes :— 

1 The forest laws have “pene pert = * ane 
rest these e canno sufficient fu 

lawa including an i i ey are oblige to eat half-cooked. 


18. The Sudhdrak (17), in its issue of the 
last the Honourable 


delivered . 
“ Public in India: 


tion with this year’s Vasantotsava 

may be within the recollection of many 

a clever article on this subject appeared 

Christion O Magazine from the pen of 
but not very sym c, gentleman—Mr. Lee-Warner. article 
considera at e noticed by 
Indian press. Of course, the writer’s conclusion was that, 
India was, it was not ble for her to have a public o 
Warner's was : The Indian society was divided into 
number of castes and divisions. The religious cast of the mind of 
and their vie inertia or passivity made them pre-eminently 
the ignorance of the masses was phenomenal or a 
these reasons, it was impossible to have an like a real 
India. There was no warrant for saying that the Native mind 
political reform, because it was unreasonable to expect that a 
with desperate e all the religious and social institutions of the past, 
their corruption all their degradation, could really desire in 
matters. Mr. Warner pointed to the condition of Native States as 
illustration of what he said. Mr. Ränade dwelt at considerable length on 
subject, s for nearly two hours. In his opinion the real question to 
was not ‘Is public opinion possible in India? but Why is © opinion un 
India so weak and so spasmodic ?’ My, Sdande agmeed with Iie. kee in 
regard to the evil influences of our divisions and superstitious 
vie inertia and ignorance. But he was of opinion that these hindering forces 
were bound to disappear before the spirit of the age, which was towards unific- 
tion and knowledge, and was destructive of sectarianism and false pride and fake 
patriotism. It was impossible, he said, for the Indian nation to 
the rest of the world was moving towards the happy land of knowledge ai 
enlightenment, and the only question before the I 1 was whether 
would consciously and volutarily move forward or whether they would merely 
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drift along the current. In earnest and eloquent terms, the speaker exhorted he: 
hearers to realize the dignity of man as man, and strive for the 
elevation of the whole human race. Mr. Ranade intends to 


thoughts on the subject in writing, and his views will therefore soon be a 
to the public in a durable and permanent form. 


19. The Nydyd Sad (51) of the Sth June regrets that the 


* 
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1 Government should have made Rao Bahädur 1 


to re-employ Rude Bahddur 
Mule, Husur Colleo- 
tor, Satära, in apite of hie in- 


debtedness or to give him fall the State, and reques 
pension, him or to — 1 full pension. 


20, me Madrdtte (4), init bar: of the d 
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e really fail to see what 
down the four lines of the department, 
et ye Br K ul. a 
upon the personne epartment at all. 
the mi and we think the reform asked for can cal beeq 
antecedent to the passing of such an Act. Neither the formation of detectiv 
and protective branches, nor the admission of persons qualified to become 


if 


enough; but the 


— 
still. There are other grievances of a more serious nature. 


servants of the State to indulge in still greater wantonness and commit a breach 
of the law. Without mentioning names, we shall here relate a case in which 
a military gentleman, not only refused to follow the requirements of civil law, 
but threatened to punish the gentleman charged with its administration for 
trying to enforce it. But what is more surpri and, for the matter of that, 
more annoying was that he broke the law and is reported to have 
un About ten biscuit boxes weighing 17 maunds arrived at the rail - 
station of Poona, and one —— asked the keeper of the toll-bar to let them pass 
t payment of octroi duty. The keeper objected. Whereupon the said —— 
wrote to the Naka Kärkun to the following effect: Allow these boxes to 
at once as they have done before on several occasions for mae pete. my 
2 — that you will not allow him to take them ae | receipt of 
this, come down myself and see that you get punished for delaying the 
delivery of the boxes.” It a from this that on more than one odcasion 
municipal octroi duty was evaded and taken away. We understand that 
by allowing the biscuit boxes to pass 


good deal of thrashing, but the munici 
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we would 
The Coyongr of Bombay allowed this 
highly praised for the } 
tience, ability and 3 
equanimity shows by 
in the inquiry i 
Raaba Tower tragedy, . 
meelf in the 


* hi 
up the mass of evidence piled during the course of 
may rest completely satisfied that his canduct thro 
universal by all classes of the co 
rtiality, worthy of a Rhadaman 
lave ended. It is q trial of this 
minded and independ Coroner who conducts his inveatiga 
pen preconceived and fantastic theories af 
elaborate summing up of the evidence shows in 


has — throughout. is a document which 


perseverance, abili | uanimity he ht 
undoubtedly the grea historical 22, hela fa 


22, The Jdme Jamehed (84), in ite issue of the 13th 
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open minds? The difficulties of the second inquiry will not be 
calling upon the previous witnesses to answer with exactness all 

sections which were previously askel of them. This diffizulty is increased 

with each subsequent inquiry. It is probable that the friends of the deceased 
ladies will empl counsel to conduct their case, This will equalize the crose- 
a Ee out the facts. Government have made no reference to 


ry P mystery 

are required of . This is just what the public have heen saying for the 
last six weeks, and yet the m remains as mysterious as ever and the 
time for successful action is ng rapidly away. Government are not in favour 
of offering a money reward to informers, and the resolution discusses at some 
length the principle and the effects of these money rewards. Parliament is 
referred to as a final authority in favour of discouraging these rewards being 
offered by Government Though there is not any very great experience of the 

or bad features of these rewardsin Bombay, yet such experience as we 
— does not show that they lead to in justice or to mischief. Private persons, 
we are told, are not precluded from offering rewards, and in this venture they 
will be allowed to risk their money if they chose to do so. By not offering a 
reward Government will certainly save their money. Our own impression is 
that the ume Jamsehed fund should have been freely used for this 
during the early days of the inquest. The police did not succeed in ascertai 
all those who were on the tower premises at the time the ladies were killed. 
They did not know that the four Parsi children were there, and if these children 
escaped their scrutiny might not others have escaped it also? The thing was 
quite possible, and yet the search for persons who may have escaped ended in 
nothing. 


28. The Bombay Samdachdr (93), in its issue of the llth June, 
observes :—The conduct hitherto adopted by the police in regard to the detection 
of the perpetrators of the Ra ja bai Tower fatality lends little encouragement to 
the public to expect such efforts on the part of the police as would succeed in 
throwing appreciable light on the mystery. It is, however, to be hoped that the 
confidenve in the police entertained by the Bombay Government is founded 
upon good reasons and will bear good fruit. Government are unwilling to offer 
areward and quote the practice followed in England in 1 of their action, 
but the offer of rewards made by the Government of India for the apprehension 
of Jubrij and other insurgents at Manipur does not support the policy 
advocated by the Bombay Government. Hitherto there has been material 
difference of opinion between the public and the police in connection with the 
mystery, and hence the former will not be satisfied with the advice of Govern- 
ment to put every confidence in the working of the police. It is desirable, 
therefore, that a public meeting should be early convened by the leaders of Native 
— for the purpose of deciding upon what further steps should be taken in 
regard to the mystery. [The AkAddire Soddgar (01), in its issue of the 12th 
June, expresses similar sentiments. ] 


24. The Duyda Praia (12), in its issue of the 8th June, writes: — It is 

Dien said that the verdict of the Coroner's jury in the 

af Ceran Of the verdict Réidbdi Tower fatality case on its being read was re- 
e Coroner's jury in 

the Réjébii Tower tragedy -Ceived with loud applause by the crowd assembled 

. in the Court, and that the Coroner himself on leaving 

the Court was loudly cheered. The jury have, no 

doubt, had a very difficult and complicated case to deal with; but we must 

confess that, let the real solution of the mystery be what it the 

verdict of the jury has taken us quito by surprise. In our opinion, the evidence 

before the jury was not such as to justify them in returning the verdict 


y have done, We for our part would say that the evidence was of such a 
conflicting character as to preclude all reasonable possibility of any definite and 
decisive verdict being returned ; for, we are inclined to think that the evidence 
recorded by the Coroner does not conclusively support any of the three theories 
put forward in connection with the tragedy, vis. accident, suicide and ou 
‘oupled with murder. It would seem that the evidence given by the Parsi 
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; (d) that the two deveased ladies with 
balcony, from which they were 
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abusive 


it is in no small degree surprisi t 
having seen him following them 
ji Aslaji and sought the protection of Naw 
other parties which had been there, i 
it is inexplicable that after havin 
ish them without success the two 


tection against a repetition of the alleged 
‘place of public resort? Again, if the 
attempt to ravish them be really well-foun 
explicable that Manekji Asliji should not have made 


pe 
with the two Khojds who are alleged to have made that attempt, instead - 


ing up with them to the top balcony and of thereby running the risk o 
seen in their company under such suspicious circumstances. Moreover, 
it is still more inexplicable that Mdnekji Asläji, if he be really guilty of 
the charge alleged — him, should have been seen along with the crowd in 
the University Buildings compound after the tragedy had taken ls 
it not more reasonable to suppose that, as in the case of the two Khojis who 
are alleged to have made the unsuccessful attempt to ravish the two deceased 
ladies, he too would have run away from the scene of his — crime and 
sought safety in the retirement and seclusion of his own ence? Itis 
equally inexplicable that, if the elder of the two deceased ladies had committed 
suicide by throwing herself down from the top balcony, Mdnekji 
should have committed murder by throwing the other lady down, when it 
to reason to suppose that she would have followed the example of the other 
and committed suicide. And, finally, it is in no small degree ising that 
the two deceased ladies, on their return to the top baloony ater the al 
unsuccessful attempt to ravish them, should not have said a word to Na 


and her two uncles, who were not much younger than the yo of the two 
deceased ladies, about the alleged attempt to ravish them. In short, we agre 
with the writer in the Timee of Jndéa in holding that the verdict of the Coroner's 


n confusion woree confounded. In our o 
forementioned points require to be cleared up before the verdict 


the „ Oe bs tay el os dance and convincing 
second ere story abou 

catered chothet with 88 notes of Nu. 10 each 
of the said tattered clothes and a letter by Ménekiji 


ntment with the person, or persons, to whom it was 
ae tien ak eee ee any truth in 
the two ladies on whose behalf or in connection with 
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1 
Alf did not the appointment, it does not 
into Ash oven it ewer. 
a u wo 
turned * at the University 


pe 
indiscreetly and clumsily as he is 
Be that as it may, it is certainly not easy 
a period r minutes during which the two 
are to have subjected to a brutal outrage even 
was not successful, and that too ata place of public resort actually 
a lot of ns on the particular afternoon; while it is still more 
to acvount for the absence of any complaint by the two deceased ladies 
when on returning to the top wna | they encountered Naw4zbdi and her party. 
It is equally t to understand why Nawdzbdi and her two uncles, after 
ing seen the two deceased ladies in that particular condition, should not have 
the most ordinary and reasonable course of endeavouring to ascertain 
the two deceased the cause of the sudden change in their condition 
so short an interval. Having regard to the intelligence of Nawdzbéi and 
two uncles, it is surely not too much to expect from them a reasonable 
tion of their failure to ascertain from the two deceased ladies or from 
ji Aslaji the cause of the former’s suff We have thus briefly 
indicated the reasons why we cannot consider the verdict given by the Coroner's 
jury to be satisfactory. As we have already stated at the outset, we confess 
the evidence recorded would not have equally justified a verdict based on 
the theory of voluntary suicide; in short, there was not, in our opinion, suffi- 
cient evidence before the jury to enable them to arrive at adefinite conclusion. 
[The O Portugues Britannico (159), in itai saue of the 6th June, and the Bombay 
correspondent of the Kesaré (42), in its issue of the 9th June, also express 
surprise at the verdict. | 
. The Din Bandhu (9), in its issue of the 7th June, writes :—The verdict 
of the Coroner’s jury did not come upon us as a surprise, because we knew how 
the wind blew and we could ay well anticipate the result of tho inquiry. To 
the Parsi ery oy | and to those who from the very beginning strong] 
imagined that the fall of the ladies was due to some foul play, the verdict wi 
be highly satisfactory ; but to those who can weigh and 1 evidence, it 
is most astonishing and quite contrary to the facts elicited during the investiga- 
tion. From the verdict the jurors have — it would appear that the jury. 
instead of confining themselves to the evidence before them, must have weighed 
in their minds other matters touching the deaths of the two ladies about which 
all sorts of rumours were afloat; otherwise we fail to find clear and tive 
evidence to warrant them to come to the conclusion they have arrived at. We 
are equally anxious to arrive at the truth of this mysterious catastrophe, but the 
more we sift the evidence already given the more uncertain and doubtful do 
we become as to its positive bearing on any one of the three theories of suicide, 
accident or — Besides, the evidence is so very conflicting and oontradie- 
tory that the verdict of the jury seems to us to be quite unnatural and oy ve 
to probabilities. A good deal has been made of the evidence of che three Parsi 
children, but the very fact of their giving evidence in a t-like manner 
and their identifying a man whom they had an opportunity of seeing only for a 
minute or so, show what value should be attached to their evidence. One moat 
remarkable feature of this incident is that a the two ladies saw these children 


there when they were being chased by Manekji i neither they nor the children, 
who seem to be very in t and bold, screamed out for help. Moreover, the 
* to sare qa — the oe ae of Dr. — in fully who 

ues not su theory of outrage at all. course, our sympathy on 
the side of 4 deceased ladies, and we trust that no — left unturned 
to find out the most conclusive evidence, if it could behad, before the case goes to the 
ions. We admire the unity usness of 


of the Pärei community and the vigoro 
their press, but we cannot help thinking that they have in the present instance 


Police and L : 

ndless and unreasonable. We have scen how some of 
which the Pérsi press tried to make a great capita 
before the Coroner, dwindled into insignificant and 

0 tment of a commission composed of mofussil | 

ion on Colonel Wilson, our energetic Police | 

on the able force which he commands, and we feel certain that Governmey 

ully satisfied about the ineffiviency of 

i a Nr 

Lusitano (158), in that of the une, also disapprove of 


26. The Kaiser-i-Hind (85), in 11 — — of Baw 4 * writes: — e 
Coroner's jury has done wisely in looking at the 
She cern = Se Seteeere the Raaba Tower fatality as — wae 
from a broad point of view. Who 
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dare 
in vision and com. 
ion had it brought in an open verdict in the face of the facts disclosed, 
t has really rend a service to the public and a service to the m 

police also. It has confirmed the public suspicion of Mänekji Asl4ji’s direct 
complicity in the crime, and at once lifted the veil of the — in which the 
dual murder was hitherto supposed to be enwrapped. 1 may be minor 
mystery to be picked up, but we repeat, despite the blatant 

assertions of the apologists of the police to the contrary, that the prin 

incidents of the deaths have been cleared up. The public are now satisfied 
there was neither an accident nor a suicide. deaths entirely arose from the in- 
famous attempts of Manekji Aslä ji and his black accomplices to outrage the girls. 
So far the verdict is satisfactory and the public may rest and be thankful. Not 


that therefore the crime is avenged, or that the — rit already in custody may 

not escape judicial trial. But the first step towards such a trial proving so 

abortive is now taken. The — is bound now to discover the accom. 
0 


— of Mänek ji Asläji and find out the minor links which must carry the guilt 
ome. It would be a shame and a disgrace to its detective reputation if after 
this verdict it failed to do so. It would be a shame and a di to the 
local Government if it allowed the inquiry to be again misdirected, bungled and 
misinterpreted as it has hitherto been. If it allowed further evidence to eva 
porate or be evaporated or made non est, then the crime of having allowed the 
murderers to escape will have to be shared by it with the police. Thus has 
closed the second act of the tragedy. There yet remain the and final acts 
which should bring retributive justice on the heads of those who have perpe- 
trated the infamous crime of rapine and murder. May it be in the power of 
the local Government to avenge the cruel wrong, appease the indignation and 
allay the alarm of all right-minded persons who have been shocked and un- 
nerved by this horrible tragedy |! 


27. The samo — writes: — What next? That is the question 
which addresses itself to all classes of the community, 
What Government should now that the matter of the Räjäbäi Tower f 
Cote, Ae, Lethe Rade bas advanced a The next step is, of course, 
ears n, magisterial inquiry in which the police will 
Tower 0 
the entire responsi of conducting the 
The relatives and friends of the deveased can have no locus standi. 
Craigie and Mr. Inverarity may be 
fresh witnesses be not forth to 
what public advantage will be 
that before the Coroner 
Whatever pg was 
Ménekii some 
cliente. Now, if the tame 
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such an atti mu sing N 
the criminals, that therefore the matter should be allowed to die a 
this the state of affairs which the Government wishes? 
iy the sta irs with which the entire community of Bombay are likely 
be satisfied ? MIKA, to justice home to 
me offenders? If it be not, then, in the name of all that is just and honourable, 
we demand what is the Government going to do? Surely, it is not to 
ublic indignation to rise to boiling point in this matter and force its 

For the sake of its own reputation we deem it imperative that 
Government should, without delay, consult its law officers as to what practical 
and effectual step should be taken to fully establish the guilt of the murder. 

ing some commission which it is the intention 


may do more herm than good. We 
cannot approve some three names that have been pointed. They are utterly 
undesirable. But be that as it may, what the public demand is some immediate 
effectual action. In this connection the paramount question to be consi- 
dered is whether the policemen now in charge are the right and proper persons 
to be entrusted with further investigation after what has 1 at the 
Coroner’s inquest ? Delays are also dangerous, because each day that the matter 
hangs fire diminishes all chance of confirmatory evidence. It is, therefore, the 
solemn duty of Government to act decisively, expeditiously and with wisdom, so 
as to allay further popular alarm and indignation. 


28. The Hdst Goftdr (86), in its issue of the 7th June, writes :—In the 
face of a soul-stirring tragedy which still continues to agitate the public mind, it 
will not do for the Government to vontinue their silenve. It would have been 
premature on their part to have taken any action before this. But after the 
verdict of the jury their intervention has me absolutely n in the 
interests of truth and justice. The police having all along stuck to a theory to 
which they had in a manner themselves, they cannot now be expected 

ously all their energy in discovering a clue to 
then 


of time, a committee of police officers of tried ability and experience, in whom 


est confidence, with power to — into all the 
moved to take 
community to 
presentation to them, The sacred memory of the dead, as well 
safety of the public, demand that there should be a full and 
» embracing an investigation into the conduct of the 
who are guilty of violence or murder shall not go free. 


acquiesce in the police t pai then it is their duty to appoint, without any loss 
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tation 
to them of a and honest ing of theevidence. Whether Manekji i 
can be brought to the gallows on the strength of such evidence as has been tendered 
in the inquiry or not, there is no longer any room for the slightest doubt as to 
the fate of the poor innocent girls. Most disgraceful surmises were made 
as to the deaths, and, what is worse, they were allowed to appear in print; but 


the verdict of the jury—a verdict perfectly in accordance with the ht of the 
3 has vindi An. poor girls, in spite of all 1 
be done by a strong and well-organi ice to prop up the theory 
and to be-little, minimize and discredit the res Pf Con 
their usual plai e ht of probabilities in favour 
the supposition of foul play, the police moved heaven and earth to prove that 
the theory which they had evolved from their inner consciousness, or from the 
omniscience of their soul, was the only theory to account for the falls. But the 
truth has forced itself out, in spite of the zealous endeavours of the police to 
stifle and smother it. They may not have consciously intended to shield a 
horrible crime. If they did so, they deserve to be ignominiously dismissed from 
the service. We have no to impute any bad motive to them. Having 
recklessly committed themselves to a certain view, they may have tried all along 
to uphold it in sheer perverseness of spirit. They may have considered that it 
would injure their name and reputation to recede from a position once firmly 
taken up in the midst of a vehement outcry against it. But their action being 
most extraordinary, it naturally gave rise to suspicion. For, while the public 
was crying aloud that a crime had committed, while the inherent probabi- 
lities of the case, apart from independent evidence, pointed to it, the police ou) 
shut their ores ad wont sleep. R — 2 — rel by — 
Coroner, Superintendent McDermott re even before a 0 
ae over the even before medical examination te the Coroner's 
amp BL, my Se hak bene ented tae ihe girs be on 
opinion an ou at u e — 
— that there had been no foul — — acting upon that 
conviction he at once released Mänek ji It did not, at all events, appear 
from the way the police conducted ves at the inquest that they were 
b with d to go about the right track. They frittered away their 
energy sides at the inquest, in treating every witness whose 
went at all against their own pet theory as a hostile witness, in all sorts 
of questions, and frivolous, to such witnesses, and, lastly, in ug 
ocoasionally in frivolties, intended to be humorous, which in an inquiry d 


Rast n issue of the 7th June, writes: 


tot is terror of the police by a witness, Mr. Enti, when he appeared 

the Coroner. His evidence is of great value and importance in the case. It 
was given in a straightforward manner, and we believe it in spite of the flat 
contradiction given to it by Mr. MacDermott. Although Mr. Enti came in 
late to give his evidence, we do not suppose that even the Times of India will 
cast suspicion upon it on that account, use within a day or two after the 
tragedy he communicated what he had seen, and the conversation which had 
passed between him, Mänekji — and the Superintendent, to several gentle- 
men of position whose word even the police cannot dare, we think, to doubt. We 
can understand an Englishman’s ignorance of the fear with which the police is 
regarded by ordinary Natives. But we cannot understand his complaint, which 
is an echo of what the police have stated, that the Parsi ren had not 
been brought forward till a late stage of the inquiry. Ifthe writer had observed 
the most extraordinary attitude of the police in this inquiry, it would have 
been clear to him that keeping back the children from the police influence 
admitted of an easy explanation. There is also a want of appreciation on his 
part of the evidence recorded by the Coroner and of the inherent probabilities 
in favour of the theory of outrage when he gravely opines that “although no 
Se ee suicide) is the easiest and, we might almost say, the 
most natural theory.“ Surely we shall not deny that suicide is by far the 
easiest theory for the polive to maintain. But it is now authoritatively declared 
that it is not the correct theory, and it was never the most natural theory. 
While the Times of India has carefully noted and put together all that could 
possibly be said by an avowed advocate of the police, it sees nothing to condemn 
in the extraordinary conduct of the police, nor in the evidence of the Coroner's 
Surgeon, whose manner of examination of the dead bodies and whose opinion 
about the marks found upon them were justly condemned by a very able 
2232 whose letters the Bombay Gasette had the fairness to publish. 
[The Kaiser.i-Hind (85) of the same date makes similar remarks. | 
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very few Pirsis will this day go to their callings. 
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explanation from the correspondent and place it before the public. 


83. The Indian Spectator (, in ite issue of the 7th June, says:—, 
citizen, who has no quarrel with the police, writes 


murderers seem to be all-powerful. 
pless to protect the lives and properties of the 


the very eyes of justice, murders most f 
most inhuman, cowardly and cruel, on two innocent, 
and bl girls should be allawed to be committed, and that the crimi 
should escape! The very idea is shocking. Does it not clearly show that the 
badmdshte seem to have no dread of the police? Does it not prove that this 


heroically sacrificed their lives far their honour, the most 
woman, may have silently tolerated the dishonqur? It also 
miscreanta ta be hard-hearted villains, not afraid to lay hands on women of 


respectability and hanour, „matters have now gone too far to demand 
the immediate attention of the authorities. 


84, In noticing the censure passed by Mr. Hamilton, the Second Presi 
pa Magistrate, on Superintendent Grennan of the 
et of hy pono Polen for ot releasing ox, ball nde ection 
in desired, tine nim ure O 
mn; Veena who was accused of theft, the 
chdr (98), in its issue of the 9th June, says: It is a general com 
police officers act high-handedly with the people, but the 
those coming in contact with the police being and illiterate, they 
possess sufficient coyrage to oppose the wrang acts of the police. Even 
persons are dissuaded from opposing the improper conduct of the police, 
\t is very powerful, Superintendent Grennan is one of the few police 
who are said to be ous and anxious to act justly; but since he 
found guilty of ha twice made a careless use of his discretion, it ia 
that an inquiry should be made by the Commissioner of Police as to 
the mode of working followed by the Superintendent is very common 
other police officers; and if it be esta that the officers 


on ob ble lines, the Commissioner will, it is to be hoped, issue 
instructions to them. 
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89. The A rydeart (20), in its issue of the 6th June, says that there 
extensive inter-communication between the 
the Khändesh District and those of the Indore 
largely imported into Nina But the tate ben 
t the 
* act ba current in the later district much diner 


istri n 
is experienced by the people in — a, ie or sry 
and hence it is desirable that Indore coin should be declared current in 


40. The Rdjyabhakta (116), in its issue of the Sth May, received on the 

18th June, asserts that some of the prisoners in the 

Complaints 1 the Ahmedabad jail send letters through the jai spans 

reas erent of the Ahmed: to their relatives and obtain money, half of which is 

— “3 appropriated by the and from the remaining half 

sled to te Re me ne other — drugs are 

sup prison ere these peons. : ? 

the jailor, for his 1 but regrets ‘ant enh laxity should prevail 

under him. The same newspaper, in its issue of the 9th June, makes the 

following su to Government in connection with the management of 
jail, which it condemns:—That the Buropean prisoners 

and bedding than issued at t be 

5 be abolished in to do 

orm religious ceremonies on their 

ta be made; that the salaries 
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Part II.—Hducation. 


43. The Phaeni« (5), in ite issue of the 3rd June, writes :— 
of Public Instruction has given us a 
scvcsion, oo, payuien! coer. u@ hae recently iemued aa onder to 
t gymnastics school-games 
ite 1 moderation, that ＋ some 
objections of parents making 0 
for their children should Wessen Te. In the promulgation 
we are afraid that the Director has unconsciously dealt a blow 
countenance ph training and compel us to revert to the old 
unless it be immediately modified. Who is to determine the 
tion of a child, and whose authority ought to be conclusive on 
to whether the child is in 12222 exercise? If this point is to 
abandoned to the discretion of parents and they are to be the only judges in a 
matter in which nine out of ten would inevitably err, physical might 
as well be banished from the schools; and seems to be virtually 
effect of the gpl gn go of the resolution, which provides that in case 
2 e by ts they should be attended to. It is this 
graph to which we sh strongly object. If a child be weak and de 
although that weakness and delicacy should principally arise from a lack 


being exercise, parents would be loud in protesting against their children 


Hi 


Hil 


1 
1 


te 
FE 
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compelled to undergo any physical training; and it is just these v 
that require it the most. Neither would we maintain, on the other 
that teachers should be the exclusive judges in determining as to whether a 
child is physically fit for active ex for it may happen, considering the 
number of pupils they have to attend to, that they err on the side of severity 
and force seme who are really incapacitated to take part in games. What we 
think would be a safe mode of ure in such matters of doubt and difficulty 
would be to procure a medical certificate from some independent experienced 
practitioner to testify to the physical condition of a child. Then and then only 


could those be exempted who really deserve exemption, without giving any oppor- 


tunity for individual likes or dislikes. We will not deny that the r of 
Public Instruction in issuing the order in question has been actuated by a laudable 
anxiety for the interests of students in general, but the terms of the order are 
such as will not, in our opinion, bring about the desired end. Every trivial and 
frivolous objection will be laid hold of by students to escape from bug bear, 
as some imagine, of athletic games, and if their own objections do not 
sufficient weight, the authority of the ts will be drawn in to sup 

the deficiency. We are strongly of opinion, therefore, that the order n 
modification before it becomes a formidable weapon in the hands of parents. 


Parr III.—Mwnicipalitics. 


48. The Native Opinion (14), in its issue of the 7th June, says :—His 
Excellency Lord Harris will do well to remember that 

The assurance given by it is not with the people alone that the conduct 
Dr. Pollen about the keen of a municipality rests. The officialdom is a powerful 


interest taken, by i fee element in this connection, and if they wish it they 


y can successfully defeat all the good aims of a munici- 
f.government at Poona 
considered ve tifying. ty, as was already amply evidenced in the case of 
roe Municipality. Under the clreum 
stances we hail with joy the soothing message conveyed by Dr. Pollen, in the 
hope that Lord Harris will, in the words of Lord Dufferin, water the tender plant 
lanted by Lord Ripon. In this connection the tendency now-a-days is to saddle 
the municipalities with various items of expenditure, particularly educational, 
sanitary, police and others. It is to be remembered, however, that mofussil 
municipalities in I are a * that rl * — to mabe bel 
the meet, and consequen ey me no 
local needs, And if we remember aright, Lord expressly I ft down 
ersten should be made on them, 
do believe that the principle eo laid down is now (not P) pong 5 
righteousness. We are to Lord Harris for the assurance of 


he feels in municipal matters, but we should like His Lordship to stud 
22 personally and not to look at it through the stained official ; 


— We have nothing to sa 
. securities are a 
— „ their utility. Our intention ng up this ‘subject 
is simply to point out to the Corporation that in 
ing the schedule no attempt appears to be made to a consistent 
— equitable policy. One who peruses it does not know what to say about it. 
For want of space we cannot place the whole of it before our 
we will therefore do is to point out some of the glaring omissions and hard cases. 
In ing it the Commissioner himself seems to have felt some misgivings in 
the beginning. As a man of conscience he naturally thought that, while the 
minor officers and clerks had been marked out for securities, no provision had 
been made for demanding any from the heads of d ts. The Chief 
Accountant, the Assessor and Collector, the Revenue Refund Audit Officer, 
the Superintendent of Licenses, and also the Auditors, gave no securities, notwith- 
standing the fact that they held the most responsible offices! The Chief 
Accountant, no doubt, at present gives a security of Re. 10,000, but that is not 
for the due discharge of his present duties: it is the old one he gave while a 
Deputy Accountant. He simply continues it. But afterthought seems to 
have led the Commissioner to give up this idea and to oppose any proposal to 
that effect. He thought that no security was necessary from heads of depart- 
ments, on the principle that no pecuniary security can in their case at all approach 
in value in any way the security which the 1 derives from the con- 
sequences which their dismissal for misconduct would entail upon them. So he 
was pleased to think, and his opinion has been meekly endorsed by the Standing 
Committee. It resolved “ that in the opinion of the Standing Committee it is 
not necessary that heads of departments should furnish security.“ A reference 
to the org + my of the Standing Committee’s meeting on the 21st ultimo will 
show that this motion, which was _ by Mr. A. M. Dharamsi and was 
seconded by Mr. Mulji Bhawänidäs ya, was passed without any discus- 
sion or a single dissentient voice. What an equitable — ! Here are officers 
holding responsible offices of trust,—offivers who have the collection and disburse- 
ment of lakhs of revenue, the direction of the affairs of the various loans 
worth krors, and the auditing of the finances,—let off without any security | 
The Assistant Assessors, too, are not required togive any, and yet registration 
clerks, for instance, having no connection with the collection and disbursement 
of revenue, but simply doing the duty of — ing the hills, — not framing them, 
but only filling the forms from schedule ay wan, Mages for passing 
to their superiors,—and drawing petty salaries ranging from Rs. 15 to Rs. 50 a 
month, are to be called upon to furnish securities to the amount of Ra. 500! 
Is this not monstrous? Is there any principle in this? Is this fair? Will any 
Corporator have the moral courage to rise and * this most objeotionable 
* What are these poor clerks todo? Whence are they to procure 
security ? If they have no private resource, they must pay fees to the 
guaranteeing associations or companies and do the needful, or give up their 
posts, Have they any other course? Besides this, it must be borne in mind 
that positions are relative. If the loss of appointments for misconduct and the 
consequences ng therefrom be in the eyes of the municipality a 
vufficient security in the case of the high officers mentioned above, why is not 
the same consideration allowed force in the case of the potty uspectore and 
clerks? To them dismissal will carry direr consequences for having no other 
resources to fall upon; they will either have to beg or starve, and this though 
they The higher officers 
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47, The Native Opinion ( 
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recent circular issued by Government for 
the old practice in future. Native princes also 


7 


sense of relief. We are to admit that in 
of the Native princes was th: outcome of 


itic considerations. At the same time 
oice and discretion grew into an impera- 
tive custom, the violation of which made Native rulers not a little uncomfortable 


potent Saheb. Very likely 
eep within the lines of the instructions contained in the circular, and we ex 


that Native princes also will have enough of manly sense in them not to hold 
out tem to the former to disregard the rules now authoritatively laid 
down by Government. 

49. The Native O 
very important circular partment of the 
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nit i 


y 

Gai ex of eo 
that no temptation, howsoever trivial, should be allowed 
to come in way while discharging their official functions. It is quite 
apparent that the motive with which the poe © ae © eee th 
IIe Where offi are 
on friendly terms with the Native Chiefs, or other nobility or gentry, it is 
quite natural that one party is anxious to o the other in a variety of ways, 
say by | to the comforts of officials on the one part, or by the acceptance 
of them on other in the course of a friendly relationship; but even such 
relations Government does not wish to encourage, on the ground that so long as 
nature hat it is, possibly these relations may, even though uncon- 


, influence the feelings of officials in connection with those in whose 
* An N been made to blunt the fe 


tha mos of the rng a 


cannot be re without ca offence, " 
and customs do admit of the practice of 
to see wan such 
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The Kdthideodr Times (3), in its issue of the 10th J 

N 8 . Ic 

recommenda iment, Native Infantry, at 
dier“ * Ke only a 8 a Native Infantry 

garrison. We do not know 

but should it be so, it would be, we are afraid, a very short-si 
he Se authorities to remove from here what 

sve. With the instance of Manipur fresh before us it is very 
we should keep ourselves wide awake. Without implying the least disparage- 
ment to any of the States of this province, we must say that some of them 
often f unequal to the occasion in maintaining peace in their dominions in 
case of a strong outbreak of outlawry, and have to depend entirely on the British 

ice and troops for the protection of life and property. In the face of such a 


fact it is quite a mystery to us how British Government can depend op 
the tag-rag and bob-tail Native State troops. Are the military authorities 
satisfied that in the hour of need we can yoy Be upon such troops? We 


not only strongly object to the removal of the British troops from here, but, on 
the contrary, earnestly recommend Government to strengthen the garrison both 
by cavalry and infantry as much as possible, for Räjkot is the head-quarters 
of the Käthiäwär Agency and is the most central station. The Political Agent 
should point out to Government the necessity for strengthening the garrison. 
To remove the garrison from here on the score of economy or as a stroke of 
diplomatic policy will be, we fear, a most misguided act. We do not think the 
present garrison is adequate. It must be strengthened. 


51. 


Alleged brutal murder 
committed at Ujjein in the 
Gwalior State by a Volice 
Superintendent iu the service 
of the Indore State. uncon 


turn. Acts of brutality are reported from those 
ters with an alarming regularity. The Mahdrija is above all just, and p 
wrong-doers in rather too exemplary a fashion, and even this is 
Pn be sr him and dark hints are thrown out about the 
C of pay heey, appointed, &c. All this is very unfortuna 
Maharaja. As an ce of how the Mahdréja’s servants 


em situations for him we cite the case of Balvant 
which is to have created quite a sensation in 
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58. The same newspaper, in its issue of the 8th June, 


the Thékor of Bh vnagar for issuing orders 


The Thékor of Bhdvnagar ** 

1 — law similar to the Age of Consent Act and a 
plication of the Ageof Consent 
and Gambling Acts and ap- 


plying other salutary laws into his State, observing 

to hiv State. most in adopting salutary laws from the British 
Indian Code, and exhorts the other Native States of 

this presidency to follow in the footsteps of Bh4vnagar in this matter. 


54. The Gujardt Mitra (82), in its issue of the 7th June, observes that 
Sits un Oe Sey the reply given to the Committee of the 
Colovel Hancock, Acting Shetrunja temples by Colonel Hancock, Pc 
Political Agent, Kathidwar, cal Agent, Ka idw „in connection with his visit to 
tothe Managing Committee the Shetrunja Hill in the Pälitäna State, is skilfully 
of the Shetrunja temples couched in general terms, and advises the Jains not to 
iv connection M“ 51 e take further steps in the matter and to put up boards 
a at different localities on the hill for the ce of 
visitors, supplying the custodian of the hill with copies of an English transla- 
tion of the rules and asking him to give a copy of it to each visitor. The Mitra 
adds that if Government officials do not like to respect the superstitious customs 
of the Natives such as taking off shoes, they should not visit their sacred places, 
otherwise a misunderstanding might arise between them and the illiterate 
orthodox people, leading to serious consequences. 


55. The (djyabhakia (116), in its issue of the 9th June, has heard that 
the Jain community throughout India has been greatly distressed by Colonel 
Hancock and Mr. Cooke walking over certain prohibited places with their 
14 on and taking a 2 5 — — — — B Jamindérs 
of Bengal were prepared to criminally prosecute these officers a own expense, 
but they have — advised by the one Committee of the Shetrunja temples 
not to take the extreme step as it believes that Colonel Hancock will give satis- 
factory explanation. The RdjyabAakia advises the Jains to treat Colonel 
Hancock's reply in the light of an apology, but asks Government to take severe 
notice of the officers’ conduct by issuing a resolution publicly censuring them 


— A. satisfaction of the masses who consider that th on has been in- 


56. A correspondent of the same newspaper observes :—On the 14th May 
last the passengers of two bullock-carts that were 
A highway ro be- proceeding from the Kukawdo Station to Bagasra, 
S In Sorath Prént under the Kéthidwar , were 
Kithidwdr Agde, end. 4 Attacked and robbed between Bagasra and 
request to the authorities in three horsemen, who carried away valuables 
the matter, Ra. 1,000. Enquiries into this highway robber were 
commenced by the a but have incomplete 
and the robbers have not been yet arrested. road is much infested by high- 
waymen and a police station ought to be located on it. 
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(Por the week ending 13th June 1891.) 


pase L—Politice and the Public Administration— 


His Imperial Highness 
Instances of alleged breach of trust on the part of the British Indian 


Government 


Remarks on the assertion made by the Mor 
about seditious rumours prevailing in the orth-West Provinces. 


Fs meworal o Parliament agin the — 


the of Khdndesh o to the 

* 122 5 
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Jails: Complaints regarding management of the Ahmedahed jail and 


s in the matter we 
— pligrins The grievances of —on board passenger veasels . 
prevalence of terror in Bombay and the inefficiency of the 


An enquiry into the mode of working of the — officers in Bombay 


dest to the Superintendent of — , Retna girl District, in connec 
© "eg wih the date of tre sod pers while they were in 


A fen to et sip pee ‘practice of ‘letting off fireworks in 
e etree rat at marriage other processions 1 
ee 11 tees of alleged inefficiency of th police 
Pp m netances oĩene 0 
r MTI ’ 8 
request to au ities regarding e 
sig af the Bombay mall g the . 
Public ff Pe 
Mr. G. B. Pri Member of the Bombay Executive Council... 
Public service : A recommendation either to re-employ Réo Bahadur Mul6é, 
give him fall pension nnr spite OD eee ww te 


nail Tower dg 


Tagan bay to the Stateeman of Caleutta in connection 
the — atating at the Mahomedans of Bombay intend to 

n a 
Comments on the conduct of the Bom Police in the — case 15 
a Riba Tower for reeling weet ene pees te change 


he baling rcoumended sonst wi the — 


Pant 1.—Politice and the Public Administration—continued. 


A lecture by the Honoar- 
Se “Publ SKK 2 


made by some Anglo-Indian ne rs to gag the 
ative press Goprecated . . 


Part II.— Iduca ion 
Physical exercise in schools: The Director of Public Instruction on —... 
Part IIT.—Municipalitiee— 


Bombay : Remarks in connection with the proposal for taking securities 
* ot Gale and officers in the service of the — Munici- 


2 Remarks i in connection with the alleged suspension of Si 
Municipality in the Broach District Nees 


Poona: The assurance given by Dr. Pollen about the keen interest taken 


by His Excellency Lord Harris in local self- — 
sidered very a 


gratifying 
Wai: ee mismanagement of the — Municipality abe 


Bhävnagar: The Thäkor of — praised for desiring the application of the 
—4 of Consent and Gambling Acts and other salu laws to his 


Bodies of cavalry maintained by N ative Chiefs for Im service : Ap- 
pointment of Natives to command — recommend 1 is 

Hyderabad (Deccan) : A Press Act in the — State 

ae Alleged bratal murder committed at ‘Ujjein in the Gwalior State 


1 a Police Superintendent in the service of the — State 
Käthi 


4 3 robbery between Bagdsra and Haddla in Sorath Prant 


under the — Agency and a request to the authorities in ” 
matter * 


Alleged murder of a cartman pear Muli in Thaldvad, — ‘Agency 0 

A recommendation to keep more British troops in — 

Remarks on the repl Colonel Hancock, Acting Political 
Agent, —, to the Committee of the Shetranje temples 
regardin dia visit to the run Hill: 
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Native States and the political officers in charge of them ; Approval of 

the Government 1 — on — * 
The Guard. 
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The Akhbdre Ratan Prakash _— 
„ Charkhäri Akhbär i 
» Dhär State Gazette 

„ Eh- ü-chamul — Jhowra .. 


EneuisnH, Mara'ta! and Hip. 


The Pandit eee eee eee ee@ 
| Eneuian, Marni and Guan ri. 


The Baroda Vataal ee8 eee 
Smp. 
The Mdawin-i-Majma-i-Mahammadi 


99 Muin-ul-Ialdm eee eee eee 


9 Sind Sudhär eee ee8 
AneLo-PoRtueu Ran. 


Notes, The notices from the different Newepapere have been collected Report under different heads 
* ” in the 


of Newepapere are printed iu the body of the Report in italion, and the aumber of the News. 


N The names 
paper in the above list ie printed in brask ete after the 


rent tei eat 


Past 1.—Politice and the Public Administration. 
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2 — * The facts have not been 
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of 
t which was considered a direot outrage on the religion 
a This Sir Auckland seems to admit in the resolution; but he 
— it away by saying that he “ desired that t should 
those interested in the temple; and was inf that in this 
no difficulty.”” It seems that His Honor was assured by parties 
the right ones that there would be no diffi in coming to an 
arrangement regarding the temple. Of what use could such an assurance be ? 
The assurance of the people who were directly concerned in the matter was 
necessary. The resolution does not state why this particular site was selected for 
the pumping station. It appears that a better place was available from where 
purer water could be had, but nobody cared to inquire about it. Sir Auckland 
cannot ey ignorance of the state of popular feeling on the subject, for he 
admits that he learnt from an extract in a vernacular paper that a to the 
establishment of the pumping station of the Benares Water-works at ini, 
the fate of the temple situated there caused great anxiety to the Natives.“ What 
steps did His Honor take to allay this anxiety of the people? He simply for- 
warded the extract to the Commissioner of Benares for re A few days later 
His Honor’s attention was again drawn to the — a petition from the 
Réni of Barhär, praying that orders might be iss — biting the demolition 
of the temple. After kee eee, Com- 
missioner for early report.’ “early report the Commissioner did not 
submit for more than a month. The Oo oner’s report was to the effect that 
Mr. White, the istrate of Benares, had assured him that the image in question 
could be removed from the temple without hurting the ous feelings of the 
Hindus and that his authority was Raja Shiva Prasad. Mr. White, a Christian, and 
Raja Shiva Prasad, a Jaina, cannot be regarded as proper authorities to be con- 
sulted in this matter. It was the clear duty of the O oner to call together 
the leading men who worshipped at the temple and to learn their views. It 
ms that for a third time the attention of Sir Auckland was drawn by a 
petition from the Secretary to the Temple Protection Society. If all these 
are not constitutional means, we should like to know what Sir Auckland means 
by ‘constitutional means.’ After failing in all their endeavours to get redress 
from the local authorities the people naturally turned to the Viceroy. sent 
the follo telegram to the Private Secretary: Popular u feelings of 
the sacred city are excited and alarmed by the authorities’ interference 
with the temple of Rami at Bhadaini. You will kindly move His Excellency to 
pass such orders to the local authorities as are tly needed. Full partic 

af the repeated protestations from the 18th October last to the authorities from 
the loweat to the highest will follow in memorial, Solicits orders for immediate 
postponement of further interference until final decision.“ To this the Mar 

replied that no representation to the Government of India should be submi 
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expected to vote against an 
this there were A thousands of people against 
too, we have the Age of Consent story That the handful of men 


supported the idea of demolition do not make the real public 4 the 
Prad gave 


is evident on its face. We are told Raja Shiva vern- 
understand that the idol was moveable. It must be borne in mind that 
is himself a Jain. Thus, as in the Consent Bill, the advice of those 
to give it was cast to the winds and those who gave convenient 
tened to. If Lord Lansdowne has not been able to leave any 
other impression on the administration, he has certainly taught heads of 
Government how dissatisfaction. and discontent can be most successfully 
ereated and kept up. Now, the Satrap of the North-West Provinces 
that the conduct of the malcontents was not constitutional. We fail to 
dee how it could be constitutional. It is only when constitutional means fail 
that the argument of the club comes to be used by the mob of illiterate and 
y uneducated people. It can be pointed out on the side of the people of 
that just as they ought to have waited until the day of the next 
came, why should the ent not have introduced the question as a question 
of urgency ? Ina municipal town where the people voluntarily contribu 
sums of money for sanitary work in addition to the usual on, it is sim 
idle to say res eee ae See © ne Sap ee eee 
ment and even to go to the length of — or actively helping a riot. 
We can quite realise how this comes to pass. The tale-tellers of the city, and, 
„ the advisers of diatrict officers, carry tales and poison the 
Aer . yer * the cit who here the beni 
) por movement officials then await an opportu- 
nity and eee if cal up such men and damn their reputation. in this 
-wallahe in theee days could render much help. The 
the business by speaking to the Sab loquee and the 
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a certain portion ative press pu 
ts Government in confusion. It el cate © Gale ie ae 


y putting forth careless and vehement effusions, and this power is 
in connection with Native States and other matters and the high name of the 
is lowered. The discreet portion of the public as well as Government know 

t this conduct of the press produces a serious evil that needs to be cured in 
the interest of Government as well as the people. It is, however, to be 

that Government should nck possess sufficient information about the press, and 

should on acvount of its carelessness on the subject allow the interests of the 

people as well as of itself to be injured. The cure it thinks of is to gag the 

3 — is dissuaded from adopting it by a fear of English public 

Opinion. vernment, however, has to thank iteelf for putting itself in this 

undesirable position. 


7. The Bhdminé Prakdsh (24), in its issue of the 10th June, says that the 
Shri Shivdjé (64), the Poona Vaibhav (54) and the 

A suggestion to Govern. Vdrtdhar (19) newspapers have been pu articles 
wa dA, ng agitation and dramas cond the Age of Consent Act, but no 
Kot. * notice seems to have taken by Government of 


this, although these uctions are such as would create 


a misunderstanding in the public mind about the Act. These newspapers, adds the 
Prakdeh, chould be strictly prohibited from writing against the Act. Government 
should also prevent the performance on the at Poona of the drama against 
the Act which has appeared in the SAri i newspaper, and see that the 
students of the Medical Class at Poona who receive Government scholarships are 
warned against taking part in the dramatic | ere 
given, and that in the event of their diso they are turned out class 
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18. The Y drei Tikdkdr (115), in its issue of the 7th bite observes : 
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if is any evidence of the commission of the 
Court has practically deprived the 

conferred upon by the ture of determining w a 
case has been made out, for the High Court has ruled that the 
should not weigh the evidence in such cases and should leave it to be 
weighed by the higher court. The effects of this decision have been extremely 
mischievous, for it has altogether done away with the responsibility of com- 
mitting Magistrates, and they no longer care to see that only cases likely to end 
in conviction are sent to the sessions, The law, as it stands, gives ample autho- 
rity to the higher courts to order the committal of any case not committed 
by a M te, and it is difficult to understand why the High Court has 
a decision which is entailing unnecessary committals and waste of 
ime, labour and money. But the defects pointed out above are as nothing 
compared with the defects in the organisation of our police force. The lower 
ranks are recruited from undesirable classes, and are paid ona scale which 
bears — any proportion to their powers or to their duties. The Government 
has learnt during the recent agitation t the Age of Consent Bill how un- 
popular the police are in all parts of India. Few care to give any information to 
them, for the informants may themselves be run in as criminals. The police 
expect the lieved to act as detectives, and the lieved have also in 
some Jt = to play the host and to see that the ce are com- 
fortably housed and fed. There are very few sessions cases in which police 
torture is not alleged, and the frequency of these allegations indicates a dark 
t in our administration. As usual, it is the poor that suffer the most, 
perhaps, that nothing has as yet been done to reform 

t. But we hope that the Government will now pa 
come attention to this matter, and at least direct the organization of a special 
detective force, if it cannot deal with the question in its entirety. | 
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Pant 1.—Politics and the Public Administration. 


1. The Kdthidwodr Times (8), in its issue of the 19th June, writes :—The 
of the Indian Councils Bill seems to be 


not passing it the authorities have committed a 

a ot cae with the Bombay Gessite in thinking the 
ny left it open to their successor to bring 
Lord Cross’s Bill, imperfect as it was, 

conceded the solid advantages of the 

tional members in the 


budgets. This on the 
be deplored and must meet wit 


2. The Rdet Goftdr (87), in its issue of the 21st June, writes :—The 
Indian Councils Bill has been finally abandoned. Its authors were evidently not 
of their bantling. It was a weak and ru little thing, but those who 
brought it into were probabl that if they were to nurse and 
rear it it might develop into a veritable Frankenstein. Salisbury seems 
to have a mortal dread of granting even the smallest modicum of the elective 
franchise to Asiatic races, and he might have thought that the passing of Lord 
Cross’s Bill would in the near future pave the way to a dangerous change 
vitally affecting the constitution of the Councils. If the Premier had 
any such fear, there was really very little reason for it, for the Conservative 
Bill had not in it the slightest taint of the 1 We agree with 
the Bombay Gazette that by abandoning the Bill Salisbury has rendered the 
bility of a more advanced measure under the tegie of his opponents, should 

they succeed the Conservatives to power at the general election, more near and 
palpable than it might otherwise have been. Bill would have given the 


substantial 2 the right of in tion and of discussing the 
0 cot — 


vincial budgets. have rejoiced over the Bill if it had passed 

law, on the principle that half a loaf is better than no bread. It is, therefore, 
not without a sigh of grief that we read the telegraphic announcement in the 
papers this week that Crose’s bantling, after enjoying a fitful and precari- 
ous existence, was at last dead and was laid in its grave, unwept, unhonoured 


and unsung even by its very parents. 


3. The Gujardti (82), in its issue of the 21st June, observes :—The riot 
= that recently broke out at Benares was a spontancous 
em can fel 2 one and the local municipal commissioners are re- 
at Benares, and a request to sponsible for it. They selected the site of a temple for 
His Excellency the Vicero a pum station and passed a resolution for the 
md the Indian Politics! demolition of the temple, and thus wounded the feelings 
le, lend in the of the Hindus. Of those who were accused of taking 
, part in the riot, sixteen have been sentenced to heavy 
punishment and an exceptional interest therefore attaches to the case. The 
punishments have caused y rym oy India. Upon some of those convicted, 
sentence of solitary im t has 
is awarded to those 
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these prisonera, many of whom are said to be qui 
uct of Sir A ‘a a steps to t the disturban 
no ! vent the oe. 
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Salt a ts for 

appears that te’s reprimands 
that Government should take due notice 

to increase Government revenues these officers carry the law to 

and thus make Government un Some time ago, several poor persons, 

who had used salt-earth in their food without pa duty, were convicted by 

Magistrate in the Bengal Presidency of ha 

question was brought before Parliament, the 

promised that would be taken to t the tion 

such offences, but it seems that either he has one nothing 


his promise, or his instructions, if issued, have overlooked. 


6. The Indiaa Spectator (2). in its issue of Oe. ig Ne = * — 
Suggestions for a reform of e g e more 
— 12 eee a — — Sees 3s + and 

defects in evidence. A highly bench and an 
ably constituted bar subject all testimony adduced in serious cases to a 
of sifting, almost microscopic in its subtlety. But while the sifting ery 
has been brought to such perfection, the collecting agency has remained at 
a standstill. e Judges and the barristers go through a certain course of 
. 
su : e Superintenden ce, on the o need pass no 
examination in the art of detection. There is no school to teach the art, and 
there are no text-books for the purpose. The theory of the Government, indeed, 
appears to be that detectives are born and not made. But the supply of born 
detectives is extremely limited, and therefore the public must rest content with 
the police force as it is now constituted. But is the public content? And we 
would ask, is the Government itself content? It is fortunate that the ghosts of 
murdered persons whose murderers have never been punished have not yet learnt 
to make their appearance in Government House or to disturb the slumbers of the 
Ins General of Police or of the High Court Judges. But it is certain 
that if the Government were to send for a special trom the tnzing Che 
in every case of acquittal of a capital offence, the revelations of the * 
the would be as astounding as any that a could manufacture out of his 
ahr nthe fel ede Neos rss a te aoe ene 

e ery a : 

the police ary be polished and galvanised, 20 as to aseort in some proportion 
at least with the judicial machinery. But it will never do to have a mole f 
your policeman and an eagle for your judge. Let either both be moles or 
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them as defective or 
suggestion be followed, and in a short 
material before the Government for a wise scheme of reform. 


7. The Dia Bandhu (10), in its issue of the 2lst June, writes :—We had 
thought that with the fair and sensible Government 
resolution, which our contemporary of the Kaiser-i- 
Hind (86) calls an eye-wash, in the matter of offering a 
reward in the Raja bai Tower case and with the commit- 
tal of Mdnekji Asläji to the Sessions, the Parsi commu- 
nity had got what wanted and that there was no 
reason to be discontented. But it is not o. A private 

ing of some of the Parsi gentlemen was held on Monday last in the chambers 
of Mr. Barrister-at-Law, presided over by Mr. Sordbji Främji Patel, and 
it was resolved that a memorial should be submitted to Government pe 
a ne and independent enquiry into the cause of the deaths of the two 
ladies. We understand that Rs. 7,000 or 8,000 have been collected in aid of the 
furtherance of the objects in view, and that a vigilan 


ce committee has been 
appointed to carry them out; but what we fail to understand is the necessity 
for any further agitation at all in this matter. It would appear that Govern- 
ment are now perfectly cognizant of the whole case, and the resolution they have 
issued clearly shows their anxiety and solicitude to clear up the mystery. If 
they had the slightest reason to believe that an independent enquiry was neces- 
sary they would have certainly appointed a commission, but such suggestions 
are sooner made than — and we admire the patience and firmness of 
Government in not allowing themselves to be carried away by the strong agitation 
of our Pérsi brethren. It is but natural that the Pärsis should grow impatient 
and should show want of confidence in the police, but Government have to be 
fully convinced that there was really any intentional connivance on the part of 
the police before they sully with a stroke of the pen the prestige and reputation 
of the efficient Bombay police force. 


8. The det Goftdr (87), in its issue of the let June, writes :—A repre- 
sentative and influential committee of Native gentle- 

Appointment of a com: men, among whom we see the names of such dis- 
n ed citinens ae Bir de rcd e Sir Dinsha 
the Nabel Tower tragedy, MI. Petit, Meere. Naservanji M. Petit, Sorébji Frémji 
Patel, Jamsetji Bomanji Wadia, J. Cowasji Jehdngir, 

i Dinsha Petit, the Honourable Javeriläl U. Ydjnik, Messrs. N. G. 
varkar, Damodar T. Moolji, Amirudin Tyabji and many others, has been 
formed for the of memorialising Government for a thorough and 
independent enq y into the Rdjdbdéi Tower case and all the circumstances 
Connected therewith, and of taking the necessary steps to carry out the object. 
Mesars, Sorébji F. Patel and Frémiji Petit have kindly consented to act as 
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10. The Kaiser-i-Hind (86), in its issue of the 21st June, writes :—Now 
that the magisterial enquiry is over and ji Asléji 
son toate iio the 9 primd facie change having been etablished again 
a 
a it would not be amiss to review the situation in con- 
nection with the R4j4b4i Tower fatality. We refrain 
purpose from commenting on all the incidents connected with investigation, 
eventful as th gt degeg cteghey do severe criticism. For the present 
reer 
men true w em him on which he 
may stand arraigned by the Clerk of the Crown. What we are at present 
concerned with is the absolutely 1 effect of that ridiculous resolution 
issued by the Government the other day, warning the police that for the sake of 
its own reputation it should put forth extraordinary exertions to clear up the 
“dark mystery,” and exhorting the good citizens of Bombay to come 
forward and give evidence on whatever circumstance they — personally 
happen to know in connection with the fatality. What then has the police done 
in pursuance of the letter and spirit of that precious Government resolution? 
Did it care to put forth ?_ exertions to obtain additional evidence 
to solve the P e are absolutely in ignorance of anything of the 
kind having been done by that body. The only thing that was reported in the 
papers was that one day it passed in review order a few Mahomedans before 
the three Pärsi children with a view to identifying the two Mahomedans sup 
to have been on the balcony along with Mdnekji Asläji. But we do not know 
whether even that report was true, or lly true, or wholly untrue. Beyond 
that report we have heard nothing. is, therefore, reasonable to surmise that 
the police has remained as inactive after the publication of the resolution a 
before it. And it is for the public to judge whether such inactivity could be 
reconciled with the supposed reputation which it is said to have as detectives. 
Tt was not able to procure a single new witness in confirmation of the offence for 
which Mänekji Asldji was —— before the Chief Presidency Magistrate. 
Neither did a single good citizen come forward to volunteer asa witness. 
What are we then to infer from these two incidents? Are we or are we not 
justified in the observation we made last week on the pirit 
Duals Pad ae rr 
already prov one? In 0 00 
paper resolution too. eee waste 
we did. In other words, the police has all along 
sleeves, defying the public and ita own 
attitude of the force under ita present far 
Had the Government of Bombay been sincere 
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it seems the Government was either inca 
intention to respond to the 1 Bat 


forced it to take some notice 


FE 
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a of that belief it actually went to the 
a lecture to the public at large, that it was no fault of the 
if it f to discover the crime at an early stage and if it was still 
ed in its efforts to do so What a monstrous travesty of facts! Was it 
unaware of the reasons popularly assigned to that state of affairs—witnesses 
unteer evidence leading to the elucidation of the 


now done? But when it proclaimed, as it were, its incapacity or inability, 
volunteers came forward. And when they did, what was done? Is it necessary 
to remind the Government that they were more or less intimidated? Who 
after such browbeating could come forward at the Magistrate’s Court? Now, in 
the face of such facta, which it might have learnt if it had cared to, instead of 
telying on the one-sided reports made by the police, was it not a pure mockery 
on the part of Government to issue that resolution ? If it has deserved the fate 
which was expected, it is not to be wondered at. We emphatically say the 
resolution has miserably failed in its object. The police, in reality, is — 
than Government. This is the situation. What then is to be done? Surely, 
blic-spirited citizens of Bombay are not going to sitailent ? To do that wo 

to belie their public spirit, which has on more than one critical occasion as- 
serted ita might and brought to bay the haughty and misguided authorities. Is 
that spirit sleeping or dying ? Or is it awake? If awake, will it boldly venture 
to ansert itself once more and prove to the Government and all India that it will 
uot allow justice to be burked and murder to hide itself with impunity? We 
therefore call upon every perean, male or female, child or adult, to raise an 
emphatic prota e in teas of the Government—such a loud and v 

as shall ies acho severtiosnta thiough all parts of the spire, the 
chambers of Simla and of Westminster, aye, in the sacred hall of the 
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11. The Rdet Geftdr AH: * its issue of 
The Réjdbdi Tower tragedy omitted 
sod the Bomber Felton 


n ound by the J 

enough to convict him. The scrupulous re wi 

2 — ing un 

innocent illustrated by maxims like one which holds that it is 


better that ten guilty men should escape than that one innocent man should 
suffer punishment 


y 
done the horrible deed, 
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pre 
ve ap tly maintained all through the Police 
— — 


gs an air of sullen erence and inaction. The Government 

might have perceived that the police, after they had pledged themselves dee 
to a certain course which was opposed to the very of crime and had stak 
their reputation on it, were not expected to g0 on the right track, because of the 
appeal made to their honour and reputation in the resolution. It is painful and 
lamentable to think that a terrible wrong, which has rent asunder the heart of 
the public, should go unredressed, simply because it has pleased the professional 
detectors of crime to say that no crime whatever has been committed. This is 8 
matter of public concern, because the larger question of public safety is involved 
in it. A due recognition of this fact is to be a im the Soration of 3 ae 
and influential committee which is not entirely composed of the Paérsis. 
being a question of truth and justice, as well as of personal safety, all men with 
a conscience are equally interested in it, to whatever section of the community 
N . The 2 formation of the committee, headed by leaders of 

ety like Sir Jameetji Jijibhdi and Sir Dintha Ménekji Petit, ie a slur and 
a stigma on the conduct of the — It shows that the public have no 
fidence in them. It reveals the deplorable fact that the public have been 
to the necessi Sree Wetus teumncan tome a 
duty of the to We hope the committee know full 
draw . Cenenyens Se aes of 
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the as ol Wal labours. By a 
ebb, Government will favour an individual at the cost of its servants 


who have a right to look to those appointments as a reward for themselves. 
What has Mr. Webb ever done to deserve the favour of Government? 


tches that it is impoesi 
to be asked are simple. Is 
is—No. Does he 
answer is still—No. Is he a again 
—No. It is such a gentleman that Lord Harris is asked to appoint to be a 
Magistrate in the foremost city of India. 


16. The Mahrdtia 6 of Poona, in its issue of the 21st June, writes :— 


n a short paragraph in our last issue we noticed 

Remarks on the decision of a case in which t villagers of Dehu were 

hag og City re sentenced by Mr. Plunkett, the City Magistrate, to 

i various terms of imprisonment, who held that they 

were proved guilty of using criminal force towards 

some Europeans who were fishing in the river near 

the village. We then ex our disbelief in the 

Magistrate that such assaults become frequent. In the 

things they could not become frequent. The villagers are yet in 

grea The tops is not eo familiar a sight as to con- 

tempt for it in their minds. The few edAeds that they see now and then are all 

persons high in authority, whom they could never dream of assaulting. It would 

not be altogether undesirable if awe in their minds lessened and they 

ht more of their self-defence. Then cases of assault on Euro soldiers 

by would not increase, but rather cases of assault on Native villagers 

by European soldiers would diminish. However, this has nothing to do with the 

present case. The reason given by the Magistrate for the heavy (of course, 

comparatively speaking) punishments is not satisf Moreover, if the 

182 was convinced by the evidence before him that these villagers assault- 

ed the European military we think that most probably the whole of the 

facts did not come before him. ese Villagers showed the officers the Collector's 

notive — fishing within fifty yards of the river on either side of the 

temple, Secondly, they wished to take the officers to the cart. Thirdly, 

they allowed them to 2 their giving their names. These three facts 

are very important, and we think they support the theory of assault. 

They rather show a desire to by tutional means. If the 

had been so minded, they co ve handled these officers very roughly. 

But no of the is mid to have been done by them. They proba 
seized hold of the tackle when they found these gentlemen 

DDr the river. Then, „there is one more fac 

Which aleo deserves to be considered when the probability of the 

Qsault theory. It is said that the officers were on the first day to fish 
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er enforcement, the rayats will be relieved of many of 
ai Surely, the Government which 
Native Chieis cannot be indifferent to that of its 


necessary is to bring such matters to its notice. 


19. A correspondent, writing from Dhulia to the Indu Prakbdeh 
its issue of the 22nd June, complains 
ment of carts by Government 
out minding inconvenience 

causes to the cartmen in various ways, and says that this practice, if 
indiscriminately, will injuriously affect the interests of the large week] 
held at that place. 


20. The age Shee Se Be ieee © Se | 
u 

A. K the Koldbe District Instead of 
Warst from Alibdg to Pen, at Alibag was several times 
— Eg inert 
eration once more; oon 
to the people of Alibdg and the expense it would entail on Government for building 
new offices at Pen, and into consideration the importance of the Alibég 
harbour in the event of a foreign invasion of the country, the change cannot be 
expedient on any ground. 


N. The Akkddre Soddgar (92), in its issue of the 25th June, observes: 

| At the time the Coroner’s post was created in Bombay 

Cds in the number of the population of the city’ was so small 
Bombay Bh * * Coroner was thought sufficient, but the city 
expanded and its population has increased 

is no | sufficient for his increased 
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28. The Akhbdre Soddgar (92), in its issue of the 26th June, observes :—The 
Bombay t is trying to gradually withdraw 
its grants to educational institutions in Bombay, but it 


ng 
Government has recen 2 to the fecal Univer 
ance of Rs. 15,000 hitherto by it will be discontinued and that the Uni 
must now shift for itself. At a time when the financial affairs of the University 
are in an unsatisfactory condition this action of Government will tell hard on 
it. It is to be that educational grants should be discontinued one 
after another in régime of His Excellency Lord Harris, who has for his 
Councillor the well-known educationist Sir Raymond West, and it is 
should not have against the decision 

grant. It is true that the Calcutta and Madras Universities are 

and that the Finance Committee have recommended the Bombay 
Government to stop its grant to the University, but the financial condition of 
the latter is not good. It is feared that Committee of the Syndicate, 
appointed to devise measures to meet this loss, will, along with other proposals, 
AEE om lessen So Ce emma Bes. This cause students of the 


nud iat 


24. The Moda Vritia (9 in its issue of the 25th June, says that now 

G that Mr. Candy, Collector of Sätära, has, on examina- 

the gy Fog tion of the New English School at Wai, recorded favour- 

at Wii. able remarks about its efficiency, Mr. Chatfield, 

| Director of Public Instruction, Bombay, who has with- 

out proper reasona deprived the school of its grant-in-aid, should reconsider his 

decision and sanction a grant-in-aid to that school, and requests the Collector to 

exercise his influence in the interests of the institution which he has found to be 
in an efficient state. 


Part III K Municipalities. 


W. The Bombay Samdobdr (04), in its issues of the 25th and 27th 
a obeerves ;— 2 of the proposed transfer of 
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(OONFIDENTIAL- } 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BERA‘R, FOR THE 
WEEK ENDING n JUNE 1801. 


Liat of Newspapers published in Berdr. 


— 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. 


Anoto-Manra’tnt. 


The Pramod Sindhu iin see] Umedwati (Amréoti).. 
L Vaidarbh eee eee eee coe Akola... ees! 
„ Varhäd (Berär) Samächär . 


Mana Till. 


The Shetakari ... eee „ Umerdwati (-\mrdoti).., Monthly 


„ Shuddha Varbidi.. ...  ..., Akola... ..., Weekly 


5 


1. The Varhkdd (Berdr) Samdchdr (3), in its issue of the 22nd June, says 


that it is a matter for joy that man e, young 
Establishment of associations and old, have sonbvel onl alread — to use, 


throughout India for promot- as far as possible, indigenous cloth and that associations 
1 PS formed in several 


is at present situated and also the principles tical 8 
a si an 

the favour 10 the intra Of Tati to Le 
otal trade. Besides, Ir 0 

are obstacles in the growth of the cott of India by trying 
their utmost to introduce the English Factory Avt into this country. Government 
I eee 
interests of Englishmen are more connected. The leading men and statesmen in 
India are therefore requested to establish all over the country associations, the 
members of which will themselves to use none but indigenous cloth. 


2. The Vaidards (2), in its issue of the 20th June, considers the Manipur 


trials to be a farce, and hopes that the Government of 
She Winle of Manger India will consider well 3 according its sanction 
to the sentences passed on the Sendpati, Jubréj, and other accused persons. 


G. M. SATHE, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
30th June 1891. 


No. 27 or 1891. 
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NATIVE PAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY 
For the Week ending 4th July 1891. 
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Place of publication. | 
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Mapa’'tu! AyD RA“. 
The Shri Siddheshvar -_— 


Hiwpt. 


The Bharata Bhrata ... 


„ Ratnaprakdsh Ratiam 


Undo. 


The Akhbdre Ratan Prakdsh — 
Charkhäri Akhbar cnn 
Dhar State Gazette 
Eh-ti-ehamul — Jhowra .. 
Gwalior Gazette .. eee ee@¢ 
Jouhar ... ae 
Kushful Akhbér... 


PERSIAN. 
The Iklil „ * 
Eneuien, Mana rn axp Hinnt. 
„ . 
Evousn, Mana rn aun Guiana“ vi. 


The Baroda Vateal eee eee eee 
Sinpi. 
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10 Muin · ul · lala eee eee 
2 Sind Sud här eee eee 


Aner- Porter saz. 


eee eee 


A 
0 A eee eee 
0 


Neues -A. The notices 


which are printed in italies. 


ere. 
paper iu 


ee gp idea 


888828281 


88232 


trom the different Newepapere have been collected in the Report under different heade 
irn ia — body of the Report in italics, and the number of the Newe- 
u Se came 00 teat od 


5 
Pant I.—Politice and the Public Administration. 
1. Under the of “ Notes in the diary of the Czarewitch 


to have Indian tour,” the Mahdrdehira Mitra (46 
diary of ite issue of the 25th June, contains the 
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conformity wlth thele idens towende thele 


have learnt to distinguish strength we 
should have enlightened the minds of the English in no time. But what should 
we do? The leader of the solar race has gone to the west. Please entreat the 
Czarewitch to remonstrate with the English. There are many things which are 
worth being brought to His Imperial Highness’ notice, but I | before you only 
the principal of The same man, when I came out of the bath room, 
bowed to me and said: —“ There are no rulers like the English and we wish to 
be under their control as long as we live. But their conduct towards us 
is arrogant instead of affectionate. Your Highness is their benefactor, or else 
you could not have gone about in India so safely. Moreover, our rulers are in 
awe of you. We shall therefore feel obliged if you create in their mind mercy 
for us.“ I consented to do so and asked him to let me know their grievances. 


2. The same paper under the same heading, in its issue of the 2nd July, 
notices the following grievances of India :—“ We do not ask the English rulers for 
anything but affection ; they have, however, no desire to show it. I have observed 
no Englishman seeking means to secure the respect and confidence of the people. 
An individual officer or two might be doing so, but it will bea mistake to say the 
same of all. It is true that the subjects should not hate their ruler, but if he 
has deprived them of happiness, is it not natural for them to cry out con- 
stantly that he has plundered, deceived and ruined them? Suppose the 
English hand over to you the Madras Presidency in consideration of your 
keeping quiet on the Afghan frontiers and your officers turn out more oppres- 
sive than the English, you call us disloyal if we, in that case, invoke the 
help of the English? If you do so and the people of India find fault with 
22 vou are irritated, will it be to ta that you cannot judge of others 

our own case? If there is a real desire to convince the natives of India 
that the English rulers are solicitous about their welfare, there is only one remedy 
that ought to be used and that is to be careful about their interests, I am quite 
sure that he who to India with benevolent intentions, and with the clear 
unders that it is his duty to love the people, will never return to his country 
without a t reward, which is their love and confidence. I tell you 
80] that he who wishes to rule over India must behave himself so as to 
secure the confidence of the people. Sir, I tell you that these Englishmen 
often act against this principle. We have heen disarmed, overburdened with 
taxes and dealt with unjustly. Yet we are not discontented. We say to 
ourselves that the English will, in consideration of our faithful service, feel re- 
pentant and come to their senses one day or other. But no, do not think it 
possible at all. Of late, they have become so indifferent that with the restrictions 
and threats of law they have been oppreesing the people right and left. There 
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as instances i e discussion which took place in 

the treatment of Chaitsing, Räja of Benares, by Warren Hastings, 
diverse efforts to establish the _ of the annexation 
Lord towards the Native States of India, and pointedly 


lishman has ever 


debates only serve to point out to the world the helplownen of the Indian 
and the might and dexterity of the British Government in depriving the Natives 
of their propri and other rights. The paper, in conclusion, advises the people 
to f their mutual differences like those arising from the of Consent 
Bill and to make a common cause and exert themselves in unity in furtherance 
of movements like the Indian National Congress in the interests of their own 
— with a steadiness and singleness of purpose like that of their rulers, the 
nglish. 
4. The same W * to the old ore wane el Buy the 
i vernment a 0 
en bare-footed, bare-headed and with their hands tied with 
a handkerchief without minding the greatness of their 

own nation, and to the general tendency observable in all classes of Englishmen 
to f if need be, their real position and „rr en 
says that the secret of the present grandeur and greatness of the British rule in 
India lies in this time-serving policy and that its absence or neglect is the principal 
cause of the weakness of the people and of their being ruled over in 4 
despotic manner by the British without regard to public opinion. It is un- 
meaning, adds the E that there is no public opinion in India when 
the fact is that all the people are at one on im t questions like the Indian 
National Congress an organ expressing the views of all the people in the 
country, the necessity of increased expenditure on education, the need of greater 
encouragement being given to Indian manufactures, a more extensive —— 
ment of the Natives in the administration of the country and such other q 
There is no denying, however, admits the paper, that * opinion in India is, a8 
Mr. Lee-Warner maintains, weak and feeble, since it is made light of by the 
Viceroy and exercises very little influence on the administration of the country, 
as, for instance, in the case of the duty on salt, which was devlared in a reeolu- 
tion by the Indian National Congress to be excessive on the one hand while 
on the other it was raised by 8 annas by the Viceroy. The paper, in conclusion, 
asks the people to make their opinion strong, so that the Government may not 
disregard it with impunity. 
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Baadhu (10), in its the 28th June, says that the Poona 

S4rvajanik Sabha is being highly praised for 5 

* t efforts for over a year, of Mr. 

oodburn’s re on the working of Deccan 

Agriculturists’ Relief Act, but that paper has great 

blic eine . 
8 


o, it asserts, want to saf their own interests 

agriculturists, for whose benefit the Act is intended. The 

bha, adds the paper, has nothing to do with the Act and Government should 

not listen to its advice in this matter, but should extend the operation of the Act 
to the Nasik, Thäna, Ratndgiri and Koldba Districts. 


10. The Mahrdtia (5), in IL N — po — vrrites:— We havea 
wrong 0 we na suffer a 
re deal on account of idea. We do not like 
Ménikial, Firet Claas Sabor. to say a word against our Md-bdép Sarkär because 
dinate J N in the * I “+ he — 
2 y Réo Bahadur t we e a complain e 
Il. Bk a the Sarkér. There is also another wrong idea 
ing in the Native mind—that of identifying the Sarkdr 
with the lowest policeman. These are wrong ideas, but the officers of Govern- 
ment have their hest understand that 
even the meanest indi be justly treated, 
wrong him he has a right to 
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was unauthorized and witre vires, and that he was entitled to 
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, repeated declara policy emn State documents 
that there is no such thing as a ruling caste in 
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It may be 
even the pleader for the defendant did not venture to 


on his behalf any protection on the strength of such an argument. 


12. In alluding to the case in which the Cantonment Magistrate at Belgaum 
— ou — 28th * last two * of com- 
mitting criminal trespass by entering 
of the bungalow of Dr. Harris, 
them to one month's rigoro 

High Court, the 
hobby of Gov 


of Mars be very certainly, in a depart: 
ment for which special they can make no pretension 
Hos ormance of judicial functions by thes 

ce of the kind has just occurred in 

punished without any evidence 

r of Mr. Justice Jardine in the case 

t is not the firet case of its kind in which this 
censured. As Mr. Justice Jardine observed, he 

of law on a former occasion and was admonished in 

2 tor him to exercise due disoretion 

on the t occasion. We cannot believe that judicial functions in a can- 

are lees arduous than in other civil stations, and the prevailing 

practice is to invest a military officer with the exercise of judicial powers. The 


„and though Government not 
t not to persist in a course w ie sure to 
tish administration of justice in this country. 


18. The Bombay Samdehdr (04), in its issue of the 29th J 
faction at the admonition a abe fhe above cue ‘by the 
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: * 
i ‘ 
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present arrangement, it must to purge it of its defects. 
= a and adds 


amehed (85 

{ as the Bombay High Court has censured the Cantonment Magis- 
trate of Belgaum on two occasions including the present one, it now remains to 
be seen what steps Government take to express their disapprobation. | 


14. mmm L 8rd July, cor — 
Government to memo- 
1e rial of the @ propos of the 
of the Pres- rumour that Mr. Webb is to be appointed Third 
Association regard. Presidency Magistrate, shows that Government 
1 + has taken an offence at the memorial and has declined 
= ys to be dictated to in the matter of appointments 
Presidency tations. This shows that ‘the blic 
| were in 9 that Government bb vere 
to know and - opinion on public questions. We do not 
what public interest will be better served by the appointment of Mr. Webb 
by that of a Native. Several Anglo-Indian newspapers and even the 
t seem to regard the question as a one, but that is an 
belief, for the object of the memorial was to t to Government 
that the rights of Natives in the matter of appointments under Government may 
not be overlooked. In the Government ution nothing has been said about 
ualifications of Mr. Webb, but only the memorial of some of the citizens of 
submitted to Government in 1887 urging the claims of Mr. Webb to the 
office of the Chief Presidency te is referred to. This memorial, it must 
be remembered, was sent only by his friends and admirers in their private capa- 
city and the general public had very little to do with it, as was evident from the 
made by the Native on that occasion. The Presidenc 
bay public, and its memorial — 
tation from the — at large 
te, expresses 
present constitution of Government is 
le Native officer in the Executive Council to 
t the interests of the Natives, and that it is therefore not right to treat 
public opinion with indifference in matters of appointments. } 


15. The Indian Spectator (2), in ita issue of the 28th June, writes :— 
The Bombay Presidency Association deserves the 
Memorial of the Bombay thanks of the Native public for the memorial it has 
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rinciple now sought to be upheld (because convenience in this cular case 
— it) ao “eet been recognised by the authorities . — The 
natives of India would be the first to accept that principle, and, in fact, 
they have all oe contended for it. They have asked for no favour, but 
fair play and justice, and impartial treatment. But the recommendations 
of the Public Service Commission, which have been adopted by the Secretary of 
State, have been treated as a sort of compromise. It is little short of 
insult to — * rule at one time that the cies of the Government 
require that a tments ought to be reserv Il Europeans, 
others essentially for Natives, and then to violate the rule to rejudice of 
Nati ves on the principle of the fittest man for the fittest place, when a Euro- 
pean has to be provided for and a job perpetrated. We may go further and, 
with the Presidency Association, ask whether Mr. Webb is the fittest man for 
the place. Perhape, his friends may laugh in their sleeves when they indite that 
this gentleman is the fittest man that could be found in the whole presidency 
of Bombay, merely because one rem he acted as a Presidency te, 
The Bomba ency Association points out that both at the bar and on 
the bench Mr. Webb was a failure: and — the public are seriously told that 
the fittest man the Government can find for a Bombay is a barrister 
who hardly had a large ce at any time. The rd of fitness must 
have gone very low, indeed, among us if the view of Mr. Webb’s friends, that 
he is the fittest man, be correct. But we hope we are not so badly off. What- 
ever others may say about the majority of the Native bar not sharing the 
opinion ex by the Association about Mr. Webb’s qualifications, it ma 
be observed that most of the members of the Native bar are of the Association's 
view. The Association is taken to task because it has not named any candidate 
whom it may regard as better qualified for the place, This is a futile argumen 
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Pp 
course, we are of the list of Magistrates for Poona. From the list we 
could not find on what principle it was prepared. We found some gentle- 
men who were but recently appointed placed above the heads of others who have 
been on the bench for some years who have also had considerable judicial 
experience. This is surely unjust, unmethodical and objectionable. We learn 
that the list is virtually — ee by the City Magistrate, who probably owing 
to pressure of work cannot minutely scrutinize it. He sends it on to the 
District Magistrate, who passes it on to Government. In this way serious errors 
are perpetuated. In one case a gentleman complained to the District Magistrate 
of the injustice done to him. The District Magistrate considered the complaint 
to be a reasonable one and forwarded the papers to the Commissioner. ere 
the papers were laid by and have stuck fast. When he applied to Government 


he was asked to apply to the District Magistrate. The result of his application 
to the District Magistrate is mentioned above. This is circumlocution with 
a vengeance. We think the matter is worth being inquired into by Govern- 
ment. 


17. The Satyd Mitrd (119), in its issue of the 28th June, observes:— 
Although some of the Pirsi newspapers of Bombay have 
Disapproval of the strong written strongly, evidently with good intentions, Sone 
D — * the conduct of the police in relation to the Räjabai 
Council f& connection wih Lower 4 cannot 4 of their remarks 
the Kajdbdi Tower trayedy. against cellency the Governor in Council for 
issuing a mild resolution, not taking strict notice of the 
condyct of the police, The Pärei community, as a whole, has no hand in such 
insolent writings and the views expressed therein must be taken as the personal 
opinions of the writers. The sensible portion of the community believes that His 
xcellency the Governor has already taken proper steps in the matter, and will 
take due precautions in future to prevent a miscarriage of justice. 


18. The Poona e in 1 „ me dal June, — * =e 
wha a n the m 
mT J con the Räjabai Tower A lc 
to that the community is determined to 
community in regard to it. aay 
exaggerate matters in order to give them undue im- 
portance, and that it has shown 1 want of judgment in submitting to Govern- 
ment a memorial with some fictitious signatures, as alleged by correspondents in 
the Bombay Gasette.— A correspondent, writing from Bombay to the Keearé (48) 
in its issue of the 80th June, says that he is afraid that the Bombay Police may 
perhaps have to sacrifice some innocent persons as victims with a view to keep 
up ite good name in consequence of the agitation set on foot in Bombay in the 
matter of the RA Aba Tower tragedy. 
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Indian (1), in its issue of the lst July, 
with which the conviction of MéAnekji Asl4ji by the 


of 
ng for a thorough in 
ial commission, the 


procedure which is 
bolical of the precedent a certain Christian community created in a 


“the chorus of approbation’? which received the announcement that 
— 2 — 4 reasons were given for the formation 22 0 
against ji Asl4ji, it is difficult to conceive what table motive 
have evoked the petition which asks Government to withdraw the e 
against Mänekji and to proceed into amore rigid in for the elucida 
of the mysterious tower case. Government is not y to undo the work 
which = 8 jury a protracted sitting Kw done, and whose 
action has supported by a Presidency Magistrate by committing Mänekji 
Asläji to take his trial at 42 the crimes of murder of one of the 
unfortunate Pirsi girls and for being implicated in the death of the other. 


Would that the mysteries of a case which had occurred at the Clock Tower, had 
terminated in the gloom of the Tow-r of Silence | 


21. The Tais r- i- Hind (86), in its issue of the 28th June, writes :—We 
believe the memorial submitted by numerous inhabi- 


A request to His Excellency tants of Bombay pra : 9 for the appointment 20 
Lord Harri i “exe P 
eee „ ya the Commission of inquiry into the mysteries of the 


memorial in connection with Räjäbai Tower case is already in the hands of the 
the Räjahäi Tower tragedy. authorities, and all Bombay will await with = 

curiosity the reply which the Government of Hi 
Excellency Lord Harris may give to it. In the interests of public safety it is to be 
hoped that His Excellency the Governor in Council will carefully consider the 
contents of that memorial and readily comply with the prayer therein contained. 
It is needless to state that the memorialists have made out a complete case in 
support of the prayer. It is brimful of reasoning and fortified by chable 
facts regarding the extraordinary neglect of the police to discover the perpe- 
trators of the foul crime, and its still more extraordinary attitude throughout, 
not to say anything of its unseemly and altogether unjustifiable behaviour during 
the proceedings of the Coroner’s inquest. His Excellency will at once discover 
how far the police, including its head, has miserably fallen short of what the 
public of Bombay had N from it, how far it has made those extraordinary 
efforts to track the crime since the date of the Government resolution, and 
how far it is now necessary to withdraw the case from its hands and place it in 
those of an independent body of experts. The oc ag to which the affair 
ot the Seen = ee brought, we repeat, is entirely the creation of those 
entrusted with it. Not only is the reputation of the police at stake; we are 
bound to say the reputation of the Government of Bombay is involved in it. 
It can have but a faint idea of the feeling and excitement on this threatened 
8 of justice among all classes of the community. Let Lord Harris 
imitate the example of the medival Harun-al-Raschied, and we are sur 
he will be convinced of the absolute accuracy of our statement. If the Govern 
ment has been misled into the belief that the excitement exists among the Parti 
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ment will be alive to its duty 
othing would give it greater satisfaction, and nothing 
present excitement, than a com 
We raised our humble voice from the y 
of detective experts should be immediately put into requisition. We later on 
observed, in vigorous terms no doubt, that the resolution issued by Government 
exhorting the police to put on extraordinary efforts would prove abortive and 
that it was simply an wash. That forecast has turned out quite correct, 
and we dare A1 n seen its — It has 
now the opportunity to eve the error act in y po 
wish and sentiment. Let us hope that it will. The 9 have — 
it a golden bridge. May it be the good fortune of Government to retire across 
it! There will be wisdom in such a course, for it is really a. golden way out of 
the impasse created by its precious police. 
22. Writing on the Räjabai Tower tragedy, the Indu Prakdsh (14), in 
its — of the 29th Sem, says:—A large section of 
Kemarks on the refusal of the Native community of Bombay entertains a strong 
His Excellency Lord Harris feeling that the conduct of the local police in the matter 
connection with the Rajabai of the tower tragedy has been such as cannot command 
Tower tragedy. its confidence, and that a of justice is 
about to occur in consequence of the police having com- 
mitted themselves to a certain theory and adhered to it in spite of indications show- 
ing a different possibility. Such a feeling is by no means desirable or safe, and for 
the credit of the police and the Government it is highly necessary that it should 
be removed. This f has led to the formation of a st committee com- 
— of such men as Sir Jamsetji Jijibhäi and Sir D Mänekji, the 
onourable Mr. Javeriläl Umidshankar and Divdn Bahddur Lakshman Jagan- 
néth, Khän Bahddur Kazi Shähäbudin and Mr. Amiruddin Tyabji—a body 
of men who coul not be accused of any extreme or alarmist views, or of any 
perverse antipathy to the police. The committee has framed a memorial for 
submission to Government. and it was proposed that a deputation of some 
members of the committee headed by Sir Jamsetji should wait upon His Excel- 
lency the Governor to t the memorial. His Excellency has, however, 
declined to reveive the deputation on the ground that the nal interview 
could not elucidate the matter better than the memorial itself. This refusal of 
the Governor to receive the 1— is, to say the least, not courteous to a 
body of men who occupy the foremost position in Bombay society, Govern- 
ment could not have possibly suffered any loss in dignity or in any other respect 
if it had agreed to receive the deputation, and h from the lips of the 
gentlemen themselves the ground of their complaints, even supposing the 
personal interview would not have disclosed 1 more than memorial 
well. The refusal will only intensify the feeling of dissatisfaction which 
all round. Such a refusal by a minister in land would probably 
attended with serious consequences to Government. The position now taken 
up by the Government is somewhat inexplicable, The measures it took during 
the of the inquiry before the Coroner, such as the instructions to the 
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paramount duty to main education in X22 te ta 
at what cost. local Corporation is surel eS oe eee 
taxation to make adequate provision for — education in city, when 
it exercises its powers of taxing and is extra t in expenditure on other 


works, We cannot, however, understand the policy of the local Government 
in neglecting education when authorities in England propose to give free 
1 and we shall be 2 to see how the local Government 
plain this discrepancy, [The Jdme Jamehed (85), in its th 

expresses similar sentinenta, and add that it to be 

been the tendency of the Government to shirk all monetary obliga 


C tion, whereas they keep the revenues from äbkäri to themselves, which 
ought properly to go to the municipality, ] 


Part III.— Railways, 


24, The Native Opinion (15), in its ame of the ah June 2 See 
y return of passenger oe on the G. I. . 
1 K Nd Cee e Railway to hand shows that the receipte for the week 
Erg guns Ha 01,000 during the eee ehe werk e 
e corres 

they aresaid to year. The revenue Seems 4 the first nor the second 
is aa steady and in as that from the thir 
class, In respect to the — 
increased revenue of over four lakhs in round numbers, go that the G. I. P. Ra 
way authorities have no reason to ble with respect to their income. With 
this bright side of the income Government will not have to make up & 

uaranteed interest from their own treasury. The statement before us 
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Part IV.—Municipalitice. 
The Native Opinion (15), in its issue of the 28th June, writes :—For 
our own part we see no safficient reason 
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money eposited one bank, but 
eposits payable at call. Tt 


au that money will be lost. 
Such a — is next to impossible. 


96. The Kaiser-i-Hind (86), in its issue of the 28th June, writes :—That 
was a sensible resolution arrived at by the Bombay 

The question of the deposit Corporation last Monday to defer the final consideration 
2 aby — of the question of the deposit of municipal surplus 
ue i: Heer, de Muse funds, No doubt, there are in this case two sides to 
cipal Commissioner. the question. And when this is the situation there is 
wisdom in threshing out the pros and cone, 0 as to 

arrive at last at a healthy decision on it. It is not a question of party interest 
in our local politics. are equally interested in an improvement of a 
real and solid character in our city’s finances consistent with absolute safety. 
So that it would be the height of unwisdom for either the Commissioner or the 
Councillors to 88 the question from 4 the safest and most unbiassed 
point of view. Unfortunately, it seems the Commissioner has set his heart upon 
making it a personal matter. He is seized with the notion that the word of the 
Chief Executive must be an unwritten law unto the O tion: that the 
Corporation in aj] matters must rather follow his lead than that he should obey 
its corporate behest. This is the spirit of the infatuation. It is this which was 
at the bottom of many a warm parley at recent Corporation meetings. It is, 
indeed, an unfoytunate attitude which all must regret. Is it a wonder if under 
such circumstanees Mr. Wacha considers him, as Mr. P. M. Mehta so tersely put it 
the other day, as a “ natural enemy of the rate- oN Now, in this 
instance, we hear that Mr. Ac has made the of Bombay question a 
pereonal one. He fancies he is bound to win. He is entitled to entertaining 
such a Quixotic fancy in a serious business matter involving heavy risks. 
We N refrain from commenting at present on the controversy. But 
meanwhile we should be glad to learn that there is no foundation for the rumour 
that two Mahomedan and one Hindu gentlemen of some influence are going about 
actively canvassing votes to sup Colonel Merewether’s amendment, One of 
the Mahomedan gentlemen and the Hindu gentleman are members of the Stand- 
lng Committee. We repeat that for the sake of the purity and 4 of 


local self-government in Bombay the report may be contradicted. erwise we 
discharge 
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cannot but condemn in the s t terms the spirit in which the Chief 
Executive seems to conceive he should bie municipal functions, Is he 
desirous of red the C tion to the level of the Paris prefecture ? 
* would be 2 2 day for Bombay if the 8 —.— became a 

Vaaser-gen order e Commissioner and the Orpen on himself 
rolled into one. Denne There are 
— sre who ha ve foregast it, Let us walt and see whether the omens 
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. The Mahrdita (5), in its issue of the 28th June, writes: — 
are responsible for the primary education of the citizens. The 
we think, equally bound to see that that sort of education which will 
the commercial and industrial importance of the city and add to its 
is also available to the classes * in the trade and of 
ity. This duty the municipalities 4 IA 14 of oats 
America recognise fully. make it a t to supply technical ° 
tional wants of the city in an adequate manner. Here if any munici 
provide, in something like an adequate manner, for the educa- 
tional wants of the citizens, instead of getting thanks, its extrav is pointed 
at and sermons delivered about the 2 duties of a municipality being water- 
supply and sanitation. These are, no doubt, duties of He | great importance. 
But the duty of pro means of subsistence, if not ty, is also 
not of less im ce. perly speaking, this was the du Government. 
But the Bri Government in the East has a convenient of memory 
in to its promises and duties. These lapses sehen Pegged ny 
o and there is little hope of the Government being roused to perform ite 
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duty in a ch per and manner. There was but little inclination 


towards such performance before, and what little there was has been lessened 
still more by the want of funds and the precarious condition of India’s finances. 
So then for the supply of this universally felt want we think the municipalities 
are the only and, under the circumstances, the best institutions to which we can 
look with confidence. They can undertake, as a matter of natural right, this 
sacred trust. The Shol4pur municipal commissioners, having some doubts a 
to whether they could legally spend municipal funds on such an object, have 
passed the follo resolution: —“ That in the best educational interests of this 
municipal district it is desirable that this in boot spend from a minimum 
sum of Rs, 1,500 to a maximum sum of Re. 3,500 every year on 
education such as is acquirable in the most advanced countries of Europe and 
America, subject to the approval and sanction of Government.” 

question will go up to Government for sanction and approval. This is an inno- 
vation and Government is very un to sanction such measures 

there be expressed a desire to that It is, therefore, necessary that 
the public press should take up the question. It would aleo be advantageous if 
more im t municipalities like those of Poona, Ahmedabad, due Fi 
gaum, Nagar, Sätära, Dhulia and some other places wed the 
example of Sholépur. 
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Part V.—Native States. 


ite issue of the 28th June, writes 
Cross was in 
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owing to 
the question 


$1. The Nast Goftdr (86), in its issueof the 28th June, observes :—There 

is no direct evidence to show that the Regent of Manipur had any hand in the 
disturbance or the massacre of the European officers; and as, moreover, he was a 
mere puppet in the hands of his brothers and others, it is s g to find that 
he too has been sentenced to capital punishment. But it is hoped that the Gov- 
ernment of India will commute the sentence on him and the Sendpati. 
te officers, and even the 


against the ro 
t them be a Re the 


82. Writing on — affaire, the Poona Vaibhav (54), in its issue of 
© 28th June, remarks :— We at any rate think that the decision in the Manipur 
whether in Manipur, India, or an 
rejoiced to hear of the sentence of death 
but the 4 news = not fail - 
on and manners an 
who love their country, 1 — 4 de in India or elsewhere, us 
likely to make one’s hair stand on end. Hindu is grieved at 
to no purpose, to hear that the whole blame in the Manipur affair is 
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The Bombay Samdohdr (94), in its issue of the 20th June, observes :-— 
are hardly any newspapers published in Native 

and yet the Government of have 
their publication without the 


the Native presa, should see 
fit to 2 it down in Native States. If the publication of a newspaper is really 


it must be leo everywhere and must be stopped in every part of the 


country. Public opinion in England is, however, in favour af a free press and 
the English publio will be — to hear of these orders. 


84. The establishment of a College at Indore by His Highness the Holkar 


is only, saysthe Poona Vaibhav (54) of the 28th June, 


Comments on the eatablish- : : , a 3 
Ein 15 8833 ma tions and im 


tions, and His Highness can pull on in this 
ns Co eee ane 1 the British Government so lon 
1 g as he 
mmm has an ample treasury; but as soon as it is all used 
His Highness will certainly have cause to repent for his misbehaviour. The pa 
has had preferred to it various complaints against the Prince, but without takin 
the risk of publishing any of them it only warns the Mahdrdja to improve his 
conduct and to secure the good feelings of his subjects and of the paramount 
Government with a view to avert evil consequences. [The Sari Nun (64), in 
its issue of the 26th June, praises His Highness the for the arrange 
ments made by him in connection with the new College at Indore, but cannot 
1 to helieve that the Indore Police acted without instigation from 
hness in committing the inhuman murder of one Balvantrao Väman 
Booti which they are said to have recently 11. Ujjein, and says that if 


this conjecture be well-founded, no should, by reason of the establishment 
of the College, be ready to forget the Maha) evil deeds. j 
85. The Binduethde (106), in its issue of the 28th June, Observes:— Under 

the of Lord the ce af Vakils for 

Remarks on the circular Native States and tél in the Courts of district 
issued by the Political Agent, political officers was deemed unn and the States 
Print "Vike ‘tor ati Of Gondal and Morvi took away their agents © 
8 his juriadiotio mo. 8 from a circulat 
eS slr wee itioal Agent, Kathidwér, 
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Pant 1.—Politice and the Public Administration. 


1. In s leader, headed, Was the found or ?” the Indu 
— British octane recently delivered in Bugland ty tie alfena 
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2. In alluding to the notice — by Mr. Samuel Smith, M. P., in 
House of Commons for appointment of a Ro 
Remarks on the notice Commission on Indian the Gujardé Mitra 
L F. A de Rane Smith, (88), in its issue of the 5th July, observes :—There is 
mons for the appointment hardly any chance of a Commission being appoin 
of a Royal Commission for under the present Conservative régime, and hence it 
las. would be well for Mr. Smith to wg t= Liberals 
come into power. e present consen 
to the appointment of the — . it ought to appoint at least 10 imparti 
members. When the Commission arrives in India it should divide i into 
five sub-committees, each consisting of two or more members for each of the three 
presidencies and the two Lieutenant-Governorships of the North-West Provinces 
and the Panjdb. The Commission should only examine Native witnesses, who 
are sure to prove the fact that favouritism is shown to Europeans in the matter 
of high appointments and that Her Majesty the Queen's Proclamation of 1858 is 
being in many ways. [The usthdn (106), in its issue of the same 
date, expresses similar sentiments. } 


3. The Kaiser.i-Hind (86), in its issue of the 6th July, writes :—His 
Lord Cross on the } Lordship of the “ Grand Cross,” we mean the Secre- 
al the Rative preas te Ina’ tary of State for India, wo 0 well-meaning L 
though generally weak-minded and ill-informed. He 

has now been five years in office—a sufficiently long time for a Principal Secre- 
Rr of thoroughly conversant with e multitudinous details of 
— tion on he is called upon to decide or give an explana- 
W such a person would at least take the ordinary care to verify 


0 
— to w he on occasions gives utterance. Judging, however, from the 


e 
. 10 


t 


12115 


me 
England. 


— 
because we have a Government which is at once 


cannot 
Indian 


bay to the 
evances of 


Indian 
y Ar 
lish and d bea 
of the memorial of Bom 
the 


mendacit 
un-Eng 


J 


z af 
11 0 1 0 Hee 


A 


a 
1 
7 
— 
5 
3 
2 
t 
z 
7 


we say, actually 
— to substan 


utter! 


I 


TB Pata 
2 A He 


0 
. 
e 


: ite 10 1 
fi iis 111 


1 f 
1 


2 
E 


1 


a 
ne 
fire 


1172 


ah 
me 


15 
ifi 


11412 151511115 ize 


ted should be fit and 
of State may be, they 
. There is a two- 


be ap 
t 


of the 


i 


war 


the rest should 
public 
hands of 


im 
would seriously 


magisterial power in 


the 
to hold the 


tments is 
ted, and a discretion is 
Now, let us ask what 
any 
time 
as a distinot breach of 
of the Public Service 


p 


post that a European must 


— that 
nominee a gentleman of such exceptional 


not sta 


bb does not. Now, 
from the rule when the latter 
case Is there 


on of the a 


erests. 


intended for a Native 


cation, we 
on is, is 
epart 
pean is to be appointed w 


for a Native at 


200 
Flock u 


to a 
a Buro 
L 
good will, 


ch Mr 0 
0 
4 
3 
0 
BS wan to * 
ve competen 
Or is the present 
Sh ison 


t 
P 


ative; and, 


ualifications whi 


Ry 
N 


N 


10 


a 


1350 


no 
L 


the first 


ial 


a 


made 


fold objection 
appointed must be a 
aid in ear 


e e 


8 Dart 
177 535 
i 


that 


; 
5 


1 Henle | Ht 


; il 100 
fili 22 10 1144 e Lil mit 121 


E 


t. 


1 
5 
13 


claims of 


iF 


i 


11 


ii 


He 


if 


= 
4 


i 


1 


5 


i 


Soa 


Hal 


42 
i; 


ret 


1775 
15 E 


St 
453 


8 


mt 


L 


We 


iti 


i 
$3 


L. 


who have dis- 


Fe 


own 
to 


~ 


312421111 
ab + THA 


inf 
thinks, ha 
according 


b 


We believe the 


to Government the 
hether Government can 80 arbi - 


111 
as the Secretary 
question is w 


But the 
that 


the Association know as well 


ency 
to 

of the 

exercise 


2 
E 
ii 


thet di 


not have 
tions 


trarily 


firstly, that 
pes and have, 


have, 
chance of justice 


hel 
ma 
any 
morali 


J 


1342322 
1145 


3. 
4 


Ri 


are every 
; thirdly 
1. 
bet oy 


now 

, that 

what 

Lord 

teful 

they 

© 

the Din Bande 


can never be 
Jul 1 the Kesar 


ation 
Oth, express similar 


* 5 
0 

— 

on d their ever memora 

10 


or (2), 


world "gh I 
istrati uring 
Indian Spectat 
(86) of the Sth 
Au (84) of Ahmedabad of the 


Is Mr. Webb a man of more 
lessons to be learnt from the incidents 
India at — 18 

an 
0 in all 
scarce! 
usnees and truth 


0 
there 


essions of lofty 


1. . 
Leer 
uropeans, 
though prof 
upon a esa gu 
et to learn from th 
that stateamen of the 
＋ 4 
87), the 
aiser-i- Hind 
eche 


fully con 
ore, grown su 
2 ves 
done to the former 
tifully 


and ten 


Government is 
theref 


1182 21117 


with 
. The Bombay Samdchdr (94), in ite issue of the July, observes 


pened pen — A — HN. Mr. * 


Presidency trate, Bombay, shows that 
resolution of Government was not accurate. 
Association has also shown that it is not 


make res — 
of appointments when there isa o 
, as in the present case. Small Causes Court Judgeships and 
are reserved for Natives, to which Europeans are only to be 
the absence of deserving Natives. This rule has been v 

Bombay Government on several ovcasions without just cause, and the 

y justified in making a representation 3 to Mr. Webb's 
appointment. It is to be _— that Government commit 
mistakes in replying to - ¢ memorials, and that the public be compel- — 
led to expose them. [The Jdme Jumshed (85), in its issue of the same 
expresses similar sentiments. } 


10. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the Sth July, writes :—A 
Raiorm ofthe Inn o> A allowing auge persons to give. evidence ca ta 
4 owing avv ve ce on 

Wee — ves. In introducing it the Lord Chancellor 
is said to have remarked that the English criminal law abounded in maay 
D and that, as a system, it was ridiculous, incongruce 
and absurd. The Lord Chancellor, perhaps, does not know that almost the whole 
of this ridiculous, incongruous and absurd system has been 
India. There are hardly two provisions in the Code of Criminal 
in the * Aot — - 
law, or the usages prevalent among 
Code, it is mostly based upon the rules 
often the is the 
Indian Criminal ure 


andabsurd. In some parts 

other could have been easily revived. But their procedure was too 
to auit English ideas and English tastes, and they were therefore doomed to 
Again, in some provinces there was a useful class of trackers whose 
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15. The Kdthidwdr Times (8), in its issue of the 9th July, writes: We 
are not altogether satisfied with the reply of Govern- 
ment to the memorial of the inhabitants of Bombay in 
connection with the Räjabai Tower 


„ though 

some of the reasons set forth for not con er 
of the public would ap he 
the reply would seem to be courteous. On the w 

however, we are dis to regard the reply as an off-hand one. It is more 


than explicit and reassuring. The pt to explain away the atti- 

of the police does not ap to be satisfactory. It is to be hoped that 
per time comes Government will place before the public all that 

ve done in the matter. That is certainly very necessary » aay 


public apprehensions. Again, Government seem to put a very 
—— what the memorialists have asked them to undertake. Govern- 


ment might well refer to their records to see whether or not commissions vested 
power to take evidence on oath have been appointed even under ciroum- 
stances far less serious. Commissions might be constituted so as to suit the ciroum- 
of the case. It is not absolu necessary that a commission should 

a particular form. We do not think with the Government that it is neces- 
that it should take the form of a tribunal with powers co-ordinate 
those of the High Court. We do not see the force of the argument 
vanced on this 2 Moreover, Government seem to overlook the fact that 
demand of memorialists would be well met by giving the commission 


a form of pe wrk in conducted by independent and 
ex ced officials, able to wp 9 15 of the * Bee ges Pere 
and to throw additional ligh 

there are matters in 


t of the police in hunting up evidence of suicide, actually enquired 
the doctor whether the husband of one of the deceased had ever been treated 
by him for venereal disease. This statement, the truth of which we have no 
reason to doubt, since it is authenticated by the doctor, shows the ferocious 
zeal with which the police have still adhered to their iniquitous 
suicide; for, had the doctor replied in the affirmative to the enquiry 
zealous Ins , the poli 


a ee oe 

memory, in face of the plain y 
Coroner’s jury after patient investigation for several weeks. We may, however, 
overlook the morality of police delinquencies on the supposition that the 
police myrmidons are not expected to judge of crimes and ces from a high 
standard of _— morality. But what concerns us most is the glaring fact that 


the police of Bombay have still set their heart to disprove, by hook or by 
the III theory of suicide in 
the Coroner’s jury, in defiance of public 22 and also in sheer 
the orders of Government who solemnly charged them in a State resolu- 
tion to find out the clue of murder in this sad fatality. We 
some other enquiries by Inspector Frdmji tending to the same end. 
ce should have the hardihood still to persist in leading their enquiries in 
tion of suicide after the distinct orders of Government to 
What makes the public look aghast, and if any further 
Government to induce them to grant the prayer of the 
ent commission of enquiry, this conduct of the police after they 
instructions from the Governor in Council must be the best proof to 
His Excellency and his advisers that little can be expected from 
matter in the of the present police. 


17. The Hind — 41 — in its issue of the Sth July, 
Justitia throttling the dend (murder), with the 
ita so-called efficient police force, has 


violence. 
the 25th April 


in broad d 
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sanitary better 
ined than described what a troublesome, difficult and responsible job it is 
or IIe pilgrims of Beluchi, 
Bokhari, Afghan, Sindi, Bengali and other races, pouring in at one and the 
same time on a spot so barren and so destitute of the necessaries of life, It 
cannot be denied aleo that in such a confusion, when every naturally 
weeks for rest and comfort on landing from a chip after a long voyage, some 
of the rules may take place, for which justice and fair-play make 
every allowance. My personal knowledge in connection with the complaints is 
that the pilgrims say something or other t quarantine, and make most of 
what they consider to be according to their own unders „ and when 
naked to name their grievances and to mention the names of the particular 
persons who op at Cameran and Jeddah they fail to do so. In some 
uarter it is that the Turkish Government has established quarantine for 
charge is as absurd as that of urning three 

are levied per head at Cameran, but the amount is 

tom the well-to-do only, and children under seven years and 
exempted from it, It is not unknown that the number of the 


0 go to Jeddah from Bombay are ; hence it is evident how 
fink Govecasont haa been taking by tha tae 


excessively, but they did not 
Moreover, 
is not an intoxicant 


to e 


Bombay Samdchdr (94), in its issue of the 8th 
His Excell 
cricketers of 


attached 


physical education, Moreover, His Excellency 
a well-known cricketer e hopes were en 
of the rg ge al yer bein _— It is er the 
Esplanade there no a e ground large enoug 
, and that the convenience of numerous cricketers should not have 
consulted, while the accommodation of a handful of polo-players should have been 
ponderance. It may be added that within the last few days Govern: 
given unfavourable replies to several public memorials, but they 
ppose that this will discourage people from laying their grievances 
before the authorities. |The Jdme Jamehed (85), in its issue of the same date, 
similar sentiments and adds :—His Excellency being a keen cricketer 
the fact that the same place cannot be suitable for cricket as well 
polo, Harris would have satisfied all if he had set aside the piece 
for pdlo- players. At least during the 
rains when cricket season begins, polo-players may be well made to use the 


28. r Collector of 

on the 21st 2 1 rights, U 

Notification issued by the Arumodayd (20), in ite issue of the remarks: 
Oele of re; Although the respective rights of 


y 
ignorant of the Gujarati 
meaning of such common words as Taläti, 


108), 

—4 for striking Ga bad, an old man of seventy years, and adds that the district 
bas been of late unfortunate in ing hot- headed officers, since Mr. K. R. 
Bamanji had once beaten the Police Patel of Kapadvanj, while Mr. Weir was 

said to have acted similarly towards Rävanias (village watchmen). | 
W. The Broach Samdechdr (96), in its issue of the 9th July, complains 
that the City Police Inspector of Broach has, in his 
on 1 5 — — overzeal in the discharge of his duties, been oppressing 
— 2 —— the innocent inhabitants of the city and that the local 
Magistrate has been encouraging him under cover of 
law and justice. The Samdchdr ironically asks the 8 of Broach to appre- 
ciate the services of the City Police Inspector and the Magistrate by making 
them valuable presents. 


26. The Bhdrat Bhrdta (141), in its issue — the J July, ey hy that it 

is unjust to maintain the postal guarantee fund created 

a . — from the salaries of the postal servants 

in order to meet losses befalling the Postal Depart- 

ment, inasmuch as the State receives the profits derived from this department 

while the postmasters alone bear the losses. The paper hopes that this grievance 
will be duly considered by Government and the postmasters relieved from it. 


Part II.—Education. 


27. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the Sth July, writes :—It is 

| hard to approve of the way in which temporary 
saspproval of the way in vacancies are filled up in the Elphinstone College. 
ere Plehis. The chair of History was vacant, It was offered to 
tone College . Bo pain. Ir. Banäji and he had to refuse, as far as we know, 
because he did not like the terms on which it was 

offered. He refusing, of course it has been offered to another and acvepted by 
him. Now, economy is a good thing, but we are sure that in such cases the best 
course is to offer more favourable terms to the best man available than to go 
about in search of one who may be willing to accept the low terms offered, The 
Educational Department can afford to spend a few rupees more in order to 
secure the best man, even though the appointment may be only temporary. Who 
can say how much the young students lose by an unhappy selection, forced 
— on the department in consequence of the hard and fast rules of the 
neial Code? As soon as a native of India is honoured with a post in the 
= service, he is made to pay for the honour by forfeiting one- of the 
wt This rule is es objectionable when — to new men 

to tem vacancies, It is much more objectionable when the 

Person selected knows that he has no chance of being confirmed in the appoint- 
mant. no matter how he works; that the place is really reserved for a more 
fortunate individ and that he is only a stop-gap. A conscientious man finds 


melt in a ble hich makes a heavy demand on his time and 
energien. But aay ; 


also sees that the remuneration he gets is quite inadequate, 
aon 4835 
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—— 
one who has received his education in 
e of India. But, in the first place, let it 
. uire are not inclined to accept the terms which 


t offers. Of such as co 


reasonable terms. 
of promotion held out tohim. He 
e We have su 
choice possesses special q discharge 
Such a person may be believed to be able to carve out a place 
industry and intelligence. So, nothing less will be a sufficient 
to abandon the chances of a successful career in other walks 
life than a promise to do nearly as much for him in this line. 


28. The Indu a (14), in an 2 the 6th July, — lde 

reply of the y Government to the local Muni- 

The Bombay Government | Corporation’s remonstrance in the matter of the 
Government contribution to the cost of primary educa- 

tion is,as was fully anticipated, very disappointing. 

Considering the character of the present régime a better reply could not be er- 
pected. The Government adheres to its resolve of giving only Rs. 28,000 and com- 
mits itself by no promises. The Government, indeed, ovcupies a position of advan- 


tage in that the law leaves it free and binds the Corporation to make adequate 


ri 
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its power 
wer of 


pa 
, in r of the limitations of the 


the matter of 4 — If it is decided in favour of the C 
— to have increased contribution from Government will 
ened. | 


29. The Kaiser-i- Hind (86), in its issue of the Sth July, disapproves of the 
reply of Government, and says that it is not fair for Government to appropri to 
themselves the local Abkäri revenues to which the local municipality has a right, 
to shirk the ier ice and also to load the Corport- 
tion with the greater on of the cost of primary education. The reply, 
observes the paper, would naturally be regarded with disfavour by the rate-payer 
on account of the gratuitous advice therein tendered that the agree sa 
‘Increase taxation, use the rate-payers are already heavily tax 
not be able to bear any further burden. [The Rdjyabhakéa (117), in its issue 
of the 7th July, expresses similar sentiments. | 


80. The Karndtak Vritt (186), in its issue of the 8rd July, says that yous 
boys a the vernacular schools 
Kanarese districts and their teachers have 
to much inconvenience for 


19 


president of the local municipality 
yd inflammable substances like 


oil in 


the Sanitary 
left open have not yet been attended to by the municipality. 

39. With reference to the a election of members for the Local 
Board in the Kaira District, the Svadesh Bandhu (127), 
in its issue of the recy oy that those towns 

where there is likely to be some competition, 
ble officers should be 


Part IV.—Native States. 


83. The Hindi Punch (105), in its issue of the Sth July, gives a cartoon 

of an elephant re ting Lord Cross, upon whose 

rep ‘Manipur muddle,’ and on the right 

a eros elephant in a cartoon fore leg ‘Condemnation by the English Press,’ on 

i par the left ‘Rebuke,’ and on the hind 15. 41 

and ‘Bungle’ respectively, and on the main body, 

‘Political Blunder,’ Despotism, ‘Immaculate,’ Power of the Civil and 

Military Bureaucrats,’ and ‘ Mediocrity.’ The elephant is represented as advanc- 

ing step by step, towards a ditch (Bureaucracy of the Foreign Office of India). 

The letter-press runs as under :—/lind.—Ah! The cross old thing! ay Pe 
step he has advanced sufficiently near to fall headlong into the ditch! ( 

Cross, the Secretary of State for India, has refused to inférfere with the dis- 

cretion of the Indian Government in awarding 2 punishment to the Jubraj 

and t of Manipur, and has generally upheld the Manipur-muddle policy 

of the Government.) ) 


34. The Sudodh Patrika (17), in its issue of the 8rd July, writes :—Gov- 
ernment, we hear, have declined to hear counsel on 

ot Tada! the Government behalf of the Manipur offenders. Why should this 
behalf of the Manipur beso? It is, no doubt, unusual for Government to 
offenders. hear counsel in any case. But the trials themselves 
are not of an ordinary character, and an exception 

may well be made for exceptional cases like these, especially as in the original 
court they had not the benefit of such assistance. Government have wisely 
intimated that their final orders will not be passed till the end of this month. 
‘his leaves the persons concerned sufficient time to make their defence before 
Government. t, in addition, a point may well be stretched in their behalf to 
hear their counsel. In proportion as Government gives them all epee facility 
to defend themselves, it makes its sense of justice manifest to all and removes 


from the trial all trace of a vengeful spirit. 


85. The Madrdéta (5), in its issue of the 6th July, writes :—The fate of the 

The tate of the Maninar Unfortunate Manipur offenders will not be decided until 

prisoners. par the end of this month. No counsel will be heard on 

their behalf. But they are at liberty to send up a 

representation drawn up by legal advisers. Such representation will, it is said, 

receive due consideration. In all respects their appeal will be treated as 

ordinary 14 against judicial decisions. Now, when we see that the tribunal 
Which sat in j ent upon them was not an ordinary tribunal, that the 

cedure adopted by this tribunal was not in all respects such as is followed in 


palace 
this matter on no recognized principle of political morality, 
it is idle to ex fair consideration of such points. — 


nder the heading A threatened reign of distrust and despotism (Are 
the days of Lord Lytton returning 7)“ the Sudhdrak 
Remarks on the order of (18), in its issue of the 6th July, quotes the order of 
the Government of India re- the Government of India the publication of 
— 122. 15 and printed works in places administered 
by the Governor-General in Council but not forming 
2 of British India, and says: — We have great respect for His 3 
Lansdowne and are loth to place His Lordship on a par with 
Lytton. But the Government resolution before us leaves us no choice in the 
matter, and we are constrained to say that if the present orders are a deliberate 
measure of the Government of India, they plainly indicate that a woful change 
of spirit is coming upon that Government and that the worst days of the Lytton 
administration are not faraway. It is difficult to believe that a statesman, 
brought up in the best liberal traditions of England, should so far forget the 
most elementary teachings of his faith as to issue an order, practically making 
freedom of ye a sham anda delusion in Native States ‘ under the admini 
tion of the Governor-General in Council.’ No one who knows how despotic, 
high-handed and self-willed Political Agents generally are even in States where 
the Chief or ruler is not a minor, will have any difficulty in realizing the fact 
that the present resolution places in the hands of these wayward and bigoted 
officers a terrible 2 to stamp out of existence all independence and freedom 
of speech in Native States. om of thought and freedom 2 have 
been the two proud privileges of an Englishman, and noble-minded — 
statesmen have not * to extend these blessings to the people of British 
India. Does the t Viceroy of the country regret that this should have 
been the case ? he hold that these precious privileges have been 80 far 
abused in the territory under his direct rule that the Native States ought to be 
saved from a like ere Else, why this restriction on the liberty of the 
people of Native States? And vy on theirs alone? Or is this bition the 
ureor of the curtailment of liberty all round? “Candid friends of the 
of Mr. Lee-Warner make it a point of reproach against the Native State 
t their rulers do not allow the same freedom to their subjects that the British 
Government does to its. What has Mr. Lee-Warner now to * to the present 
action of the Government of India? Will it lie any longer in his mouth 10 
utter thia re „which, however, we frankly admit, is in many respects well 
deserved ? Who will blame our unenlightened princes, if in the _ 
lution of the Government of India they find a justification for own 
enlightened methods of government? We confess we do not understand 
necessity there was for the Government to issue this despotic order, Js 
Government afraid that the spread of advanced political opinions in Na 
States might make them less loyal to the British rule? eo, never was 
greater mistake committed. No man of sense will question the truth 


of 
proposition that enlightened Native States are more to be relied on in 


kirk: 
fl 


present resolution. H 
ministration of the British 
Political Agent, who, presumably, 
reason for 


the pleases, without assigning any 
that under such circumstances the Political Agent 


1 
b 


tees and assurances to keep 

the pale of its criticism. Bad as this is, this is 
not all. Indeed, the most terrible provision of the resolution is not this, 
but the one that enables the Political Agent to extinguish at his own sweet 
will the existence of a eae that may show signs of independence and courageous 
utterance! If an editor has the effrontery to whisper the least thing againsta Politi- 
cal Agent, that mighty functionary can put into operation clause 4 of this resolution 
and sweep the paper at once out of existence, and even send the unfortunate 
writer into a never-ending exile! It is intolerable to think that the people in 
the Native States will sit tamely under this outrageous order of the Govern- 
ment of India. Their duty under the circumstances is plain. They must 
protest, and loudly and persistently protest, against this restriction of their liberty, 
and carry on their agitation till the monstrous resolution is withdrawn. We 
think we may, on this side of the country, fairly look to Kolhäpur —which has 
so many men of independence and education—to take the lead in the matter. 


= Dnydn Prakdsh (13) of the 6th and the Aative Opinion (15) of the 9th 
uly express similar sentiments. | 


37. The 2 Mitra (83), in its issue of the 5th July, observes:— The 


recent orders of the Government of India regarding the publication of news- 
papers in Native States are probably meant to be applied to countries like Burmah 
Manipur, as perhaps it is expected that the oppression ruling there should be 
screened the notice of the English Parliament, but this expectation is 
erroneous, The conduct of British officers there, in spite of this gagging act, 
is sure to be out sooner or later and reach England through newspapers pub- 
lished under the British jurisdiction. Another reason may, perhaps, be that 
Vernacular newspapers might on account of their spirited writings be a source 
of trouble to Government. Be that as it may, the measure is sure to be dis- 
cussed in Parliament, and we wait to see the result. But it must be said that 
these orders will fail in their objects owing to the newspapers in British territory. 
His Excellency Lord Lansdowne seems to be deadly op toa free vernacular 
press, His administration has been worse than even that of Lord Lytton, and 
1 Pony he Sap India a — ives — Times (90), in 5 _— 
© » Observes that e ought to strongly protest against these 
orders, as perhaps they might * to British — AE sag 


88. The Prakdsh (89), in its issue of the 4th July, disapproves of 
the action of the Government of India regarding the publication of newspapers 
in Native States, and says that it is not fair to Native — that either Govern- 
ment or Political Agents should thus interfere in the internal affairs of their 
States. Such conduct, the per says, cannot fail to excite suspivion about 
Government in the minds of the people. The advantages of a free press, continues 
the PrakdeA, are well-known to Government, and it is to be much regretted 
N oA — * 1 = gag a. 12 5 2 N the papor 

action ency tho Viceroy will not be suppor 
by Parliament. , ’ ” 
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New 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
14th July 1891. 
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INDEX. 
(Vor the week ending 11th July 1891.) 


pein ed — 
Disapproval of the of Government to the Bombay Branch 
r e 
Administration of India: Remarks on the sotice given by Mr. 8. Smith, 


M.P., in the House of Commons mane fer the cppelntmens of 
Commission for India 


i see 
— 9 of the Bombay Government to the memorial 
of the Bombay Association against the 


25 Mr. Weid as Nat; Magistrate 


Pra and several others A 
41 — 
The rejoinder of the Bom Presidency Association anent the 
2 1 „ — 


British Indian — Th The creation of tho 


Christian — Prohibition of — from reviling Hinduism recom- 
men 


Goa: Remarks on the extradition case recen ty dinmiased by by Mr. C. P. 
Se Bombay, by order of Govern- 


8 Approval of the memorial “of several Mahomedan 
gentlemen of Bombay to the Secretary of State for * — 
the ill-treatment of — ee 
Judicial matters ; 
Approval of the admonition administered by the Bombay High 
Court to Lieutenant-Colonel J. B. Lawrence, Cantonment 
— Belgaum, and a request to Government in the 


Disa — of the alleged imprisonment of honest debtors by the 
adges of the Bomba — Causes Court te mas 

Judicial hearing en “ 

W 2 Pp * the sentences passed by village 


41 on district authorities 
1 2 ndian Boas — laws recommended 
Khots in the Ratndgiri District: Notification issued by the Collector of 
Ratnégiri regarding khoti rights and remarks thereon .. 
Dm pilgrims to Jeddah: Remarks on the alleged grievances 


Native Preas in India: Lord Cross on the liberty of the. 
Play-grounds in Bombay: His Excellency Lord Harris's reply to the 
ative cricketers of Bombay protesting against the use of the 
Esplanade by polo-players disapproved __... 
a A complain against the City — Inspector and the Magistrate 
roac 
Postal matters: The postal guarantee fund condemned... 
Public Service: A complaint against the Assistant Collector of Kaira . 
Rajabai Tower fg ay th 
2 conduct of the Bombay Police in connection with 
0 — 
The Hindi Punch * 
The = Go ase 
Remarks on the re ply of overnment to pe memorial of the in- 
habitants of Bombay in connection with the — . 
Vicero hey a His Excellency 8 * at the Uuited Service 
Clu eee ee8 


Paat II.- Education— 


Elphinstone College, Bombay: Disapproval of the way in which W 
n up in the — 
ucation in the city of Bombay : Bombay Government and — 
The Indu Prakdeh 150 = 
The Kaiser-t-Hind wes 
School-books ; A ee to the Curator, Government Central Book 
r Bomb for the supply of — a vnn 
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Parr I.—Politice and the Public Admiutetration. 
1. * ), in ite issue of the 12th J 
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has committed , and the achievemen 
be his pride, nay his ambition. 


2. The Chanddnehw (25), in its issue of the 12th July, 1 — 
ing the last two years of the régime of cel- 
en 411 much has been done for the 


2 K 
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its issue of the 12th July, writes :— 
resolution of the Government of India on 
ndia of articles of local manufacture 

con · 


promotion of industries and the material developmen 
a matter for wonder to sensible men that the 
go to other markets than the Indian for the 


porting foreign commodities to the neglect of 

recommend itself to responsible authorities, but it is no 

cealing the fact that it has smashed up most of the old industries and 

ple out of employ. It may seem that the time has come to 

oy of allowing other people to thrive at the ex of the 

g masses of India. Owing to the enter D 

peans several iron factories have been set up in India, which, if there would be no 
. be taken advantage of by the authorities, If they 

it ia needleas to say it would encourage ind —— 


4. The Madrdtta (5), in ite issue of the 19th July, writes: We 

not know whether we should look upon the Government of India’s resolu- 

on ‘local manufactures as a concession to public opinion or whether 
it is a confession of the weakness of the Govern- 
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15. The Gujardé Mitra (88), in its issue of the 12th July, observes :—The 
inhabitants of Bombay were wrong in a memorial to Government on the 


16. The Satya Mitra (119), in its issue of the 12th July, observes :—That 
the Bombay Government would give the reply they did to Raéjdbdi Tower 
case memorial was a foregone conclusion and the Pérsis fully deserved such 
arebuff. High Government officials have no high opinion of the Pirsis, nor are 


they afraid of tly forfeiting the confidence of that community, for they 
are conscious that b 4 at conciliation, such as invitations to break 
a 


17. The Kateer-i-Hind (86), in its issue of the 12th July, writes: — The 
resolution of Government on the important and weighty memorial of the — 
for the a tment of a commission to inquire 
ity is a most pointing document. It would be 
ea feebler or a more evasive and inconclusive reply to such 
a well-considered and influential representation, on matters involvin ac — 
of ea public im ove. The public confession of the absolu bili 
eee eee e 
at their to in a case of such gravity e necessary 
erer truth, is, by no means, the most 
remarkable, though it certainly is the most uncomfortable, feature of this 
remarkable document. The resolution betraysa strange misapprehension 
clear aim and object of the memorial, * the inquiry. 
It contains which it does not require any ela argument to 
It indicates an ble mistoncoption functions of the 


trial in which tribunal is engaged. 
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answer, there cannot be the slightest doubt that Government are as anxious 
ee e eee 
perpetrated a foul murder.” It is conceivable that „ as 
rr of ! 
it may at times prove disastrous for Government to move as 2 popular 
sentiment would wish it to, or to move exactly in the direction d by 
lar opinion. It is ble that Government, too, have been struck with the 


extraordinary attitude of the police, but they may not have considered it politic — 
to take the public into their confidence and express their suspicion to the public. 


Their intervention could only be justified by a grave necessity, by the urgent 

demand of justice, and by the fear that justice would not be done if they did 

not intervene. The ution of Government says the ovcasion for 

on such a step has not arisen, maintaining that it could only be taken if it 

be proved that the police had been wilfully guilty of “a gross and nefarious 

crime, one ioularly nefarious in the case of a police officer.“ Here we 

issue with Government. We say that the conduct and demeanour of the 

the spirit in which they carried on the cross-examination of witnesses whose 
evidence went to support the theory of foul 1 at the Coroner's inquest, the 

spirit of partisanship displayed by them while their duty was to have 

neutral and impartial in their efforts to discover a clue the mystery 8 

raised in the public mind a profound distrust of the police. The public saw 
Selt their uct as Government from their distance and their position 

They saw in that conduct something strange and ex „ and 

naturally feared that the ends of justice would be frustrated—and that in 

which had deeply moved their hearts and minde—if the police allo 

have their own way. The public asked for an inquiry because, as the police 

to have made it, it was neither thorough nor searching. It was 
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commission—hence the necessity for its appoin 


not have been an act of injustice to the accused, if his trial had been 
t is cruel, no doubt, re-. 
over a person for three long months. But if he be guilty and should escape his 
doom in consequence of an insufficient and incomplete inquiry 
and terrible wrong. It was an evil that the sword should be kept 
over his head so long; but the conduct of the police had rendered it a 
necessity, and Government might have applied for a post 
ted a commission in consequence of the sad necessity. 
Il in the course of the trial it should appear that the police have 
with the case by either undue action or omission, the presiding 
thout doubt, in the discharge of his duty pronounce a censure on 
Imputations may, on the other hand, be thrown on the police 
course of the trial, which the ~~, J 1 may pronounce calumnious.”” 
is all well and good, so far as it goes. But it must not be forgotten that 
Court can only deal with such evidence as is brought before it, and 
may not be sufficient to enable the Judge to pronounce any 
on either for or against the police. Government say very truly 
u in releasing 1 — inti, 4 the pe wes 
prima facie case against him. Yes, if they could es 
y and sufficient reason to release the 
et within a few hours after the tragedy ? Or, if it was 
not p longer in custody, was it not a serious 
ling that the police officer should have allowed him to go away in 
which were person when he was taken in custody ? 
reasons to put implicit faith in the story of 
We are sorry to that the conduct of the 
condemned for this initial mistake he made. The 
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expresses similar sen ts. 


. The Rdet Goftdr (87), in its issue of 
e oneal a the Raja 

and recognizes to the full the necessity for 

the light of inquiry.“ Although some of the w 

d to accede to the request of the memorialists admit 
answer, there cannot be the slightest doubt that Government 

any member of the public “for the discovery and conviction of an 
have perpetrated a foul murder.” It is conceivable = 


justice, may be at the bottom of the refusal to order a co of inquiry. 


it may at times prove disastrous for Government to move as FI. popular 


sentiment would wish it to, or to move exactly in the direction by 
lar opinion. It is ible that Government, too, have been struck wi 
extraordinary attitude of the police, but they may not have considered it politic 
to take the public into their confidence and express their suspicion to the public. 
Their intervention could only be justified by a grave 1 the urgent 
demand of justice, and by the fear that justice would not be done if they did 
not intervene. The ution of Government says the ovcasion for 

on such a step has not arisen, maintaining that it could only be taken if it 

be proved that the police had been wilfully guilty of a gross and nefarious 
crime, one cularly nefarious in the case of a police officer.” Here we 
issue with Government. We say that the conduct and demeanour of the 

the spirit in which they carried on the cross-examination of witnesses whose 
evidence went to support the theory of foul ¥ at the Coroner’s inquest, the 


spirit of partisanship displayed by them while their duty was to have 
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to have made it, it was neither thorough nor searching. 
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cared to do their duty. As it is, 
not by the police, but by others. 
th their organization, and the power with which 

are invested b ight have worked to better purpose 
chosen. But they did not choose, whatever be the reason : hence the prayer for 
commission—hence the necessity for its appointment. Under the ci ces, 
would not have been an act of injustice to the accused, if his trial had been 
„ no doubt, that a oa should be kept — 
or 0 is 
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with the case by either undue action or omission, the presiding 
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eager may, on the other hand, be thrown on the police 
of the trial, which the presiding J 11 may pronounce calumnious.”” 
well and good, so far as it goes. But it must not be forgotten that 
can only deal with such evidence as is brought before it, and 
may not be sufficient to enable the Judge to pronounce any 
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Times (90), in its issue of the 15th July, observes : 
given by Government to the memorial of the 


v 
pu Dre to tho Soenetery 
t to have been at once forwarded to its destination with such 
. Lees Warner deemed fit to make on it. But he probably feared 
that the memorial would reduce Mr. Webb’s chances of success if it was sent 
at once, and therefore used this shift. Mr. 


24. In alluding to the appointment of Mr. J. 8. Slater, Barrister-at-law, 
| as Acting Chief se Bombay, during 
Appointment of Mr. J. 8. the absence of Mr. C. P. „the Bombay Somdchdr 
12 rere ith July, observes Mr. 
ee in practio on Darin for only 
ears, even n 

ed himself so as to merit this 

tes are, moreover, reserved for 
ten years’ ceat the bar and know one of 
vernaculare are only to be appointed under exceptional circumstances. 

We bry that a Native was not available for Mr. Cooper’ 


not 
that Mr. Sla the n ualifications. But supposing 
ing barristers declined. to accept — tor a nto time, the other 
should have had a lift and Mr. Shivshankar Govindram 
been appointed Third Magistrate. 


Indu Prakdeh (14), in its issue of the 18th July, writes: The 
Anglo-Indian Temperance Association has given Gov- 
ernment another opportunity of showing its utter dis- 
regard for ay opinion and contempt of public 
associations. The lo-Indian Temperance Asso- 

bay Branch, submitted a 
toddy. Gov- 
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12th July, and the Pdret Titdkdr (116), in its issue 
similar sentiments. | 


27. In alluding to the Government resolution on 
tion Report for 1889-90, the 
its issue of the 12th 
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Report for 1889-90 and re- 
strictions uy Govern- 
ment on the sale of toddy. 
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iH 


5 
3 
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desired results. Today with the Per l. 


ever 1 oe which by its almost ped, Ah ame — 9 
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people that the duties im 
should be a little lowered to meet the requirements of the 
and to enable the hard-working labourer to keep his spirits up by a moderate 
use of this innocent drink after his day's labour. 


28. The Gujardt Darpan (81), in its 


Grievances of the toddy the Honousavie ©. 
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on toddy and to restrict ite consumption by 

serves :—The introduction of this new arrangemen 

issuing the licenses for toddy for the next Abkäri year. 

however, will have to pay fees from July, though they will be a 


themselves of their licensee from the e or end of August. This ie 
hardship. 


29. The SvadesA Banddu (127), in its issue 
rain set 


cat 


; 


— can be reduced in number and how 
mber can — inn made free for cultivation. 
erywhere that the land in this district 
is not so rich and fertile as in other parts of the country, and unless it is burnt 
perly with small branches and leaves of trees together with other cumbustibles 
t cannot produce an For the purpose of burning it is to collect 
mall branches which are not of much use to the trees themselves. e present 
beneficial either way, and we suggest that they 
value of this timber 


31. The Native Opinion (15), in its issue of the 12th July, writes :— 
We have always found it a real p for petty 
suffered by Government servants to obtain a medical certificate for 


id clerks and sick leave in Bombay. ly paid clerk and the 
Seg, cts bak ef abe 


peon, who form the great bordinate Gov- 
are required to submit themselves to 
the Presidency Surgeons for examination and to obtain 
certificates from them to allow them to go on sick leave. It is true, some heads 
of departments who are considerate and sympathising do allow their subordi- 
nates to go on sick leave on the recommendation of their medical attendants ; 
but there are many officers who have no consideration for or sympathy with the 
difficulties of their poor subordinates. They never like the idea of any 
in their office going on sick leave except themselves. If any of their subordi- 
nates wish to go on sick leave, they will insist on his producing a medical 
certificate from a Presidency Su . The poor servants are uded by 
Tr from ng — vader the wae ent 1 
them frequent opportuni observing r con 
They — seek medical advice — the Native medical prac 
of the Native medical practitioners are, it is true, 
coun by the Presidency 8 but whenever it is d 
; | to take the cal practitioner’s statement of the 
If this is 60, where is the necessity, we ask, of the coun 


recognise the recommendation of the medical 
Officers do? If it is generally done, it will save a 
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Magistrate’s Court at Supa, adds the SudAdkar, has been useful in 


down the intrigues of the eof that town and hbouring villages 
are well-known for their 144 inclinations. _ 


84. With reference to the case of Imperatrix ve. Satawa, wife 
basaya, that recently came before 
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$7. A correspondent of the SudAdrak (18), in its issue of the 18th July, 
LENI 

trains, other than the mail 2 one to 

either from Agpur, ab- 

balpur or Bombay, are not provided latrine 

accommodation although the Railways Act IX of 1890 has made it compulsory 
on companies to it. The G. I. P. Railway, adds the corres- 


been commi Fee 
enactment, and that it is to be that Government not allow the neglect 


to continue any longer. 
Part IV.—Mynicipalitics. 


88. With reference to the payment by the Municipal Commissioner, 

Bombay, to Messrs. Glover & of a sum of 

ere Ra. 1,25,000 as bonus, the Bombay E= (94), in its 

puted be re that the Bombay 

should have slept over ita duty in the . The way in which a 

of the members of Corporation discharge their duties is certainly 

not There ap to be only a few members who are alive 

to their duty, but the others do not support them, and it is therefore that the 

executive have it their own . The ratepayers must now and then arouse 

the members to their conse of duly. ‘The t members of the Corporation on 

their part ought to resign, and if o cannot elect better men, the sooner 
the municipal administration is over to Government the better. 
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most extraordinary order, that may do credit to a 

ment in Central Asia, has just been passed 4 1 

order the like of which it may be difficult to 

British Empire in India. That Government which 

its deliberative assembly, engraved the phrase “ 

acjion” in flaming letters, now descends, we are constrain . n the 
bitterness of our heart, from the highlands of liberty and takes a free- 
dom of its subject people. We could never believe that the Government 


Cv ee 
on the heights of 


presen 
popular opinion were far removed from the Council board. A section of the 


vernacular 

pe : but the last Press Act being abolished 
y the Anglo-Indian papers could not in- 
of the sort. But what they could not 

achieve in British India, they have achieved in territories which, though 
y belonging to Native States, are under the control of the Viceroy. 

is on the very face of the order one distinct contradiction in terma with 
which we cannot reconcile ourselves. The order says that it is to be enforced 
in territory subject to the control of the Governor-General but not in British 
India, Are we then to suppose that the Governor-General rules India in a 
dual capacity? Or are we to suppose that parts of India which are subject to 
the control of the Supreme Government, and therefore to that of t 
can be ruled by the Governor-General according to his own vill and in 
‘Pits of the pronounced opinions of Parliament ? Here arises the question of a 
uality of power which in view of the supreme and uni control of 
XIII absurd. We 
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The Bom Government represented in a cartoon anent ite repli 
to 1 memorials of the Bombay public... 
Appointments : 
Appointment of Mr. J. S. Slater, Barrister-at-law, as Acting Chief 
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on the appointment of a Presidency ä 
Ahmedabad Times we 
The Indu Prakdsh 
The 11 


Civil Leave Code: wb en clerks and peons in 


obtaining sick — no 1 — urgeons and suggestions 
in the matter 12 

Dispensaries: A complaint in connection with the Balsér medical 
dispensary in the Surat District 

Distress and scarcity: Threatened famine in some parts in the Kaira 
District and a request to Government in the matter... 

Forests : Comments on a circular order issued in the Ratndgiri District, 
prohibiting the cultivation of land within a certain area from the 
tranks of certain kinds of trees 

Indian arts and industries: Remarks on the resolution of the Govern- 
ment of India on the purchase in India of articles of local manu- 


— The Jud ator 
o Indian Spect “os 0 5 
The Mahrdita eee eee ee eee 
Judicial matters: 
A 2 about the working of the Small Causes Court at 


Intended transfer of the Magistrate's Court from Supa to Bérdmati 
in the Poona District pro 
Remarks on the case of Imperatrix ve. Satawa wife of Chanbaaaye, 
decided recently by the Bombay High Court 
—2 — .. * 
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nal Sessions High Court: 
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REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BERA'R, FOR THE 
WEEK ENDING 18ru JULY 1891. 
Liat of Newspapers published in Berdr. 

a 


Names of Newspapers : Place of publication. 
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Auetro- Mana “Tru. 


The Pramod Sindhu ... eee . Umrdwati (Amrdoti).. 
„ Waidarbh ... ‘ae sii „„ ee 
Varhdd (Rerdr) Samachar wa = 


Mara Tal. 


The Shetakari ... ace eee a Umrawati (Amrdoti).. Monthly 
„ Shuddha Varhädi. 74 Akola 18 Weekly 


1. Referring to the case against G. H. Wittenbaker, late Sub- Assistant 
1 a of — in Berdr, who * * guilty 
N cy ‘dered of the charge of misappropriation of public money 
Ae in Berér considered brought against him and has been sentenced to two 
years’ rigorous imprisonment by the Bombay High 
Court, the VatdardA (2), in its issue of the 11th July, observes :—This case sug- 
gests an observation or two. It can hardly be called a good system which permits 
offences like these to be committed without any sufficient means of detection. 
There was so little check or control exercised over the actions of the accused as 
District Forest Officer that if the incident of the burning of the papers had not 
taken nobody would ever have heard of the defalvations, and Wittenbaker 
would have been at large, and not only undetected but unsuspected also. Suspi- 
dions were roused by the burning of the papers. And then, too, the offence was 
detected because the passes from the grasiers were collected. If the papers had 
been burnt a month or two later and inquiry set on foot after the end of the 
grasing season, it is likely that but very few would have been found and 
collected, and this would certainly have been the case if the Ranger had been hand 
in glove with Wittenbaker. There was nothing in the office of the Conservator 
or ~~ other — which the fraud could have been detected. This is 
y not as it should be. Let us hope that in future at least a system will be 
devised under which District Forest Officers would be required to send vouchers 
in support of the entries in their cash books. If duplicates of the several kinds 
of passes issued are sent to the Conservator’s office, frauds of the kind committed 
by Wittenbaker will become impossible. There have been more than ono 
ution against forest officials, These would serve a useful purpose if they 

w the attention of Government to the weak points in forest administration. 


2. The same newepe per writes :—There waa one thing in connection with 
ludignitice case of G. H. Wittenbaker, Sub- Assistant Con- 
ment general ean weet servator of Forests in Rordr, which we noted with 
and necessity *Atisfaction, and that was that while his trial was 

3 distinetion in A in the District Magistrate's Court here 
tion of U ung 0 the posi: . Wittenbaker was not subjected to the indig- 
. nities and harsh treatment generally inflicted on 

those who are so unfortunate as to be arrested and 
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Manz rm AxD Ka’ sARESB. 
The Shri Siddheshvar * 


Hixpi. 
The Bharata Bhrita ... 
„ Prähma Patrika 


The Akhbäre Ratan Prakiah — 
Charkhäri Akhbär 10 
Dhar State Gazette ae 
Eh-ti-shamul — Nera 


EneiisH, Mana rni axp Hin. 
The Pandit eee eee eee eee 
Eneuisn, Mana‘tu! and Guyana‘? 


The Baroda Vata! sie vat 
Sidi. 
The Mdawin-i-Majma-i-Mahammadi 


» Muin- ul- ala eee eee eee 
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Pant 1.—Politice and the Public Administration. 
1. The Gujardt 


2. On the question whether and how far Parliament should interfere in 
Indian affairs, the Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of 
the 19th July, observes :—If England is responsible for 
the good government of this country, we do not see how 
it can be reasonably maintained by any politician that 

that responsibility is best discharged by her, when, after having sent a Viceroy to 
rule this country, given him immense powers and provided him with able assist- 
ants, she takes no care to see whether the country is ruled wisely or not. It is 
not pretended by anybody that the Viceroy should be a mere tool in the hands 
of Parliament; the ends of good administration certainly require that he 
should have vast powers, and that the responsibility of government should 
primarily rest on shoulders. But, at the same time, it should not be for- 
= t the tendency of power is naturally towards irresponsibility ; and in 
ndia, where public opinion is of the weakest and the services are all-powerful, 
there is the constant risk of the Viceroy being carried away by the surrounding 
influences of the dominant spirit of bureaucracy. No one can rightly deny the 
reasonableness of the view that, so far as the details of the administration go, 
more harm than good will ensue if Parliament interferes ; but there is no dan 
of Parliament running into this extreme. The standing complaint of the 
on of India is that Parliament is too indifferent to Indian questions, and 
that so important a subject as the Indian Budget excites little or no attention 
in the House of Commons. What Parliament is rightly called upon to do 
is to see that, in matters of Imperial interest, where uestions of policy 
and principle are concerned, the principles of government as laid down already 
for the administration of this country are faithfully adhered to by those to whom 
the work and the responsibility of that administration are entrusted. This is 
certainly not ex too much from Parliament. The interests both of the 
tulers and the ruled seem to require this limited exercise of control by Parlia- 
ment over Indian affairs. 


3. The Sind Timee (8), in its ne of the = I. T N en. is wy 
Open secret that Buro are not favoura 
ot nett — 1 dis towards — Natives. There is a com- 
liahmen and educated Native, Plaint everywhere that the older officials were far 
aympathetic than those of the presen 


lah slike, if not alave-like, y 

ment of friendly relations with the Natives. 

Rach parent, but not friends. very 

ing education, when oriental ideas of servile submission were not supplanted 

* spirit ot independence and equality, Natives could submit to the lordly 
1 N wr of oo oy now the ine and circumstances have 

0 ves have passed intan olescence. e 
ae hg e who have given us a spicis of independence, and ite 
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4. A correspondent from ting to the Indian 
its issue of the 19th July, says: 
Alleged distinction made have any inordinate fondness for ca 
Natives by the tanita, at Government officials and their 
Commissioner of Bengal. have to do it in the case of the 
of Bengal, when I see him sitting q 
epidemic devastates the Indian 
jurisdiction. However, he makes no delay to 
when he is informed of the death of a European or two from any di 
in an emic form. This is what Dr. G ually tly. 
was a few weeks ago by an epidemic of and of its victims 
were Englishmen, viz., the Di Commissioner and the District 
and the Sanitary Commissioner of the Lower Provinces lost no time in travel 
over to the capital of the Eastern district to inv te the cause of the 
e c and take steps to check its progress. Two English lives are 
far more valuable to the Sanitary Commissioner than many Indian lives! 
is unfortunate that a superintendent of the health of a province should make 
such distinction between Europeans and Indians. 


5. The Indu Prakdeh “> its — — the Loth July, —.— lt seems 
to e privilege of every foreign resident to partake 
Alleged libel of the whole of our 2 to * * * and to 
fg Base gy popalation by bel us with all manner of charges. The 2 
5 J. Principal af the 40 2 99 5 8 
Presidency College, Calouta. monumental Hars beats even Macaulay'e deserip- 
tion. If Mr. Tawney, Principal of the Presidency 
College, Calcutta, is the author of this libel of the whole of the population, 
he does not deserve the position he occupies. It is impossible that his relations 
with his pupils or colleagues should be harmonious if he entertains such an irre- 
concilably low opinion of them. If Mr. Jinsivdle lost his place for — 
uttered a libel of the English nation, there is no reason why Mr. Tawney 
retain his when he indulges in such offensive falsehoods relating to a whole 
community. [The Mahrdtéa (5), in its issue of the 19th July, expresses 
sentiments. } 


6. The Svadesh Bandhu (127), in its issue of the 22nd July, observes 
The rains have not yet set in in some parts of the 
Threatened famine in oe Kaira District, the poor people do not get farm work 
parte of the Kaira District and cannot earn their livelihood, and cattle 
and a request to the Bombay dying for want of fodder. This state of 
led to a disturbance of the public peace b 
robberies, and other crimesin the villages of Hajdtia, Wala and Khadol. 
hear that JI pone from Petldd in the 
territory to Wadtdl e Kaira District, with a sum of Re. 1,500, 
wndered near Karamaad in the Anand Taluka, one of them being murdered. 
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given to the Hindus because it is displeasing to the 
only encourages the fanatical spirit of the lower orders 
results in a violation of the peace. This serious mistake oug 
. Nothing could be easier for these officials than 
sey mme 
ey 
whether 


leaders ought even to anticipate the officials in this matter and arrange 
their own plan and get it confirmed by the officials and thereby avoid all troubles. 
This plan was adopted with success some years ago in one or two towns in the 
North-West Provinves, where both sides were prone to take mutual offence and 
to fight it out; and we have more than once urged that a similar course 
should be followed elsewhere, and especially pressed it on the attention of the 
Indian National C leaders. Had that movement any real life or earnestness, 
life beyond either the Congress pavilion or the three days of its annual gather- 
ing, these riots would have ceased to exist altogether ; but it seems our politics are 
above such small matters and our politicians think it better to wait till they have 
got an elective council where they will have a controlling voice and can correct 
all evils and abuses by the exercise of the right of questioning the officials. 4 
point of still greater importance, and it is one for the consideration of Govern- 
ment, is the conduct of the local Native heads of the 19 to whatever section 
of the community they may belong. In all social and religious questions they 
may have their own personal likes and dislikes, but the Queen’s peace will be in 
serious danger if any of them are enabled or led to feel that they may import 
these likes and dislikes into their conduct as police officials towards either party 
toa dispute, The first instance of misbehaviour of this kind was alleged in the 
case of the Poona riot in connection with the age of consent agitation. If the 
allegation was well-founded a regular enquiry should have been held, and if any- 
body was found guilty the facts should have been made public to have their 
due moral effect, but we do not remember to have seen 3 of the kind. 
All that was rumoured about was that one or two men had been reduced. This 
was hardly a wise course, and it is difficult to say what evil effect it might not 

nee on the minds of the subordinates elsewhere. Indeed, if this story from 

pur is true, the apprehension may be said to have been realised in that vase, 
but as we anid above we await the correct version of the story, though the general 
remark cannot be affected whether it be true or false. 


8. The Babul (22), in its issue of the 19th July, says that a riot took place at 
Réjépur on the 14th t between the Hindus and the Mahomedans, in which 
the former, who were mov 


injured by the latter, that the chief constable of 
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Part II.—Zducation. 


21. The Indian Spectator ag hen its issue of the 19th July, writes: 
1 There is reason to fear that the educational pol 
—11— of the Government is taking a somewhat unf 
turn. While in Bombay, for instance, the 
Government is doing its best to throw the burden of primary education 
on the munici we hear the Government of n 
the silla because it thinks that they can be self-supporting. 
would have been something to say for this policy, if the Government had show 
that it was going to bestow on higher education what it was taking away from 
the primary schools. But its policy as regards higher education is also not very 
. Surely, some definite assurance on the subject is needed from the 


1 


22. The Sind Times (8), in its issue of the 16th July, writes: 
Honourable Mr. Udhdrdm has represented 
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im the Union Academy, 3 
— quently the T 
tha cir toa 4 e Unk 5 Penh tei 

t the m e Union emy su 
Government high schools. In spite of it we hear nts 
Academy. The reason of the complaints does not lie in the 
discipline, for it is strictly enforced, but in the fact of the authoriti 
Union Academy teaching the boys not to early, but to 
: t parents, if necessary. A verna 


5 Ls 
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Nr 
parents, is of dou 2 ety. It should be thrice considered 


adopted, The spirit of sdience is an absolute evil in the sight of 
man, while marriage is only a relative evil. If reform brings on 
disobedience, it is better to have no reform at all. 


Part ITI.— Reitlwaye. 


28. The Jiime Jamehed (85), in ite isaue of the 28nd July, approves d 

the recent resolution of the Bombay Government 0 

Remarks on the Govern» the proposed Matherén Tramway and * 
E e 

there was very little chance of its acceptance by Government. 
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Part IV.—Native States. 


24. The Sind Times (8), in its issue of the 
extremely 


Government is to be rev 
ess. The 


at 

doubt that the Sendpati is a re 

English officials. If any one reads carefully the evidence, one will 

court at Manipur could not but vome to the conclusion that the Sendpati was a 
rebel and an ag of oo — 3 — ing Government of 
vengeance have been carried away patriotic sen 

by animosity against Anglo-Indians. We 1. y 
Lansdowne will do his best to secure justice. But we are afraid of one thing. 
It he happen to confirm the sentence passed by the a Court, then his 
popularity as a Viceroy will be doomed. He is sure to be cried down asa 
monster of tyranny by sentimental patriots. 


W. The Gujardt Mitra (88), in its issue of the 19th July, observes :—The 
Reflect 1 pew of the British Government, well-known for its 
A oe on the Manipur impartial spirit, has much altered since the Indian 
mutiny. It is a notorious fact that on a Native Chief 

dying without male issue a child of 5 or 6 years old or some one of only 
mediocre ability is chosen by Government to succeed him, in preference to other 
more able and sometimes rightful heirs, in order that Government and the 
Political Agents may have opportunities of interfering in the internal manage- 
ment of the State as they like. When the late Gdikwaéd of Baroda 
was dethroned, one Saddshivrdo, who was a claimant to the throne, was removed 
from Baroda because he was said to be as clever as the Sendpati at Manipur. 
The open declaration made in Parliament by Sir John Gorst that mediocrity is 
better than ability in Native Chiefs exactly reflects the opinion of the autho- 
rities in India. ‘This policy is not 3 of Government, and we hope that 
Government and Sir John Gorst will see their mistake in time and change their 


26. The Nydvadarshak (114), in its issue of the 20th July, observes :— 

It wems from what Sir J ohn Gorst has said that Government do not like 

to wee Native States administered by able Chiefs, because Political Agents 

dan Residents cannot then meddle with the affaire of those States, and the pro- 

te rewon why Politial Agenta highly praise the sdministration of weak and 
incapable princes is that the former have a free hand in their administration. 


N. The HitechohAu (84) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of the Sah Joy, 
err tives 


a 
So eee of the late Mr. Quinton and the other British officers 
Nhe ven Who were murdered at Manipur, and observes :—The 
murdered at Manipur, r to know about 
| the line of conduct Mr. Quinton was to adopt in order 
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Pant I.—Politics and the Public Administration. 
1. The Gard in ite issue of the 25th July, writes :— 
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like the Russian issuing a whase like the 

Foreign Office. But one is filled with 

to hear that an enlightened Government like the British should 

measures and set an example of intolerance and illiberality 

ces. These do not require a lesson in the principles of arbitrary 

potic government at the hands of the paramount power. Their instincts 

as well as those of some of the political officers are sufficiently repressive in their 

tendencies, Instead of en newspapers in Native where public 

0 is ni and where the rulers and the political officers seem to look upon 

ves as the monarchs of all IN the Indian Government steps in 

in a spirit of meddlesomeness where it has no business to interfere and makes 

the political officers arbiters of the action of journalists. What right have 

these officials to control the latter in derogation of the rights of the princes 

themselves? The Vicero charge of the portfolio of the 

hence one is at a loss to understand how His 
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the world have all the markets of the wor 
only market open to India for Government stores is Eng- 
is practically confined to London. London may be an 


remittances for- ug 
competition is ized and avoided, and India pays “ India 
Office prices and accepts “ India Office ** goods. 


7. The tame newspaper, in its issue of the 3lst July, writes:—It is an 
utter fallacy to suppose that the supply of “stores” is the proper or even the 
ignited duty of tary of State. Let the cobbler stick to his last is a 

te commercial maxim, and we say with all confidence, let Indian traders, be 
they white, black or brown, be allowed to do their legitimate work and supply 
anything and everything this country wants. There would be economy in adopt- 
n and What is of still more consequence, the remotest ots 
wo 


plain t the monstrous system that now prevails. 

agency of the of State for the supply of all Indian 

ment stores this country is kept back a whole year. t misfortune 

Alone must be a great loss to a work in India has been hatched, 
come to nought, by follo the grand-motherly system 
Secretary of State ae the head sho and commercial agent 


This ia no question of Imperial like the Euro quee- 
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spread sedition, The Native as a whole, 
as rabid, vulgar and disloyal and the Native officers as 
The majority of Native editors held the opposite view. They 
ee es Sam Se See the first to the last line 
shoul written the most heart-rendi t that the Indian subjects 
j, that the Euro 


10. The Indu Prakdsh (14), in its issue of the 27th July, expresses its 
ees to the Madras Government for appoint: 
ing Mr. Justice M oting Chief 


Sa 

atives to do the du 0 

ade r Gelees und Gens. Justice of a High Court and make these appointments 

oe they should also try Natives in the posts of District 
Collectors and Secretaries to Government and thereby 

remove the wy impression that Government have no confidence in the 

Natives, and that if the Natives did not stand the test successfully Government 


mslght vovert to their present oouree of conferring these appointments exclusively 
on Buropeans. 


11. The Rdet dr (88), in its issue of the 19th July, observes :—Th 
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think the new a tment is a subject that ought to be strongly protested 
against by the Preudency Association. Possibly we are coming to times when 
even reasonable Native claims might be , and it is for 
than for anything else that the Native publi 
connection. To this post is attached a monthly 
quite worthy of the aspirations of some of our practi 
—1 competent practitioner has to be content with what little grit 
may hap fall to his share. If it be that the offer has been declined by them, 
then we have nothing to say; but we shrewdly suspect no such ure has 
been adopted, Mr. Van der Straaten’s appointment having been made the moment 
the sanction of the Seore of State ed upon the authorities. This isa 
third surprise to us, but in the interests both of the services and of the public 
we raise our voice in the hope that others also will support our protest. It is 
Owing to the introduction of a troublesome procedure that the Calcutta Chamber 
of Commerce asked for a reduction of the pecuniary jurisdiction of their Small 
Causes Court, and it may be, if the efficiency of our Causes Court deterio- 
rates YY such appointments, the people of bay may at no distant date be 
tempted to follow suit. Of course, as at present constituted, our Small Causes 
Court is ve strong, but the fear is that similar appointments may lessen the 
strength and the * may be left no choice, but either to ask for a reduction 
of its jurisdiction or for its re-invigoration by the infusion of fresh blood. But 
in the interests of Bombay, we hope such a contingency will never occur; at 
the same time we may impress upon Government the ent of their real 
duty in the matter of selection in this connection. The field for selection from 
amongst our educated classes is large, and Government has only to entrust this 
Vicarious taak to the local High Court. 
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communities to come to 


actory arrangements. 


15. The Sind Times (8), 7. owe uly, writes :—The Jail 
reports show that eath-rate in 1 
ait Gs a of Bind te her than in the previous 
e a 
1 is more fatal 
jail. In 1889 there were 22 deaths and 160 


of prisoners wor on the Nara Canal. 
in the gang seeded on Givens canal fn 2 


the Eber whieh b Us bees of Bick 0 


extramural labour which is the cause of high death - rates ? 
a tal dodge. Are not the ers made to work w 

ing sun and then exposed at night to malarious damp 
Are they not made to work even on Sundays? The shelter 
is only a — to feed fat the contractors and the immedia 
officers. The bill of prisoners’ fare is already very poor, poorer 
by the heartless of cruel guardians who never to make capital even 
out of the crumbs doled out to these miserable beings. We bitterly complain 
against Government for their indifference in not instituting departmental enquiry 
into the pitiable state of the wretched prisoners. 


16. The Jdme Jamehed (86), in its issue of the 80th July, observes :—The 

A tration Report on the Joint Stock Com 
Remarke on the Govern. in the Bombay Presidency for the 1890-91 that 
ae ee N. oe has been recently published by Government gives 
bay — some useful information, but the document be 
made still more useful if the amount of dividend paid 
by K it bore to the paid up capital were also 

own 


an Hs 


gs 
+ 


Saidu, 
little 


15 


19. The Gujarét Mitra (84), in its issue of the 26th J 


some middle class 

limits in the l G le Sa 
al set aside without 

We do not ask to revert 

„ but a com between the Government 

4 raising t limit of Re. 200 to about 

be quite welcome. matter deserves a kind word 
General and the sympathetic consideration of Government. 


. The Pu (6), in its issue of the 25th July, writes :—A 
plains against the The sos et the Dep 
atten 
ul arrangements at Ka- te drawn to the 
m delivery 
not understood why the mail delivery 
delivery when the mails come in late. On 


, to the late arrival of the Bombay mailsin the post office. We 
k this delay could be easily remedied. The authorities need not be reminded 
how essential it is for men 
arrive. Moreover, the delay 
themselves in 
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doubt not it is the duty of the peons to deliver the letters either at the residence 
of the addressee or at his place of business, and no departure from this rule 
ought, we think, to be permitted. 


Part II.— Education. 


21. A correspondent, writing to the Bombay Bast Indian (1) in its issue 
pee to the Bom 2 er 
f opinion for or against my suggestion as to the 

2 cea ay te create Aria ty of o —— —— 
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Part III.—Railwaye. 
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ive, 
ay J. all that 


“ ves executive 
regard summum bonum of their duty to 
res ble conformity with all that the Commissioner says, have the 
additional of being patted on the back by the Anglo-Indian press as 
sensible, while the dissentient members have come to be looked upon 


do not flinch from their — 1 
dium and un tness. But what is to be said of those mem 
their seats in the Corporation to the vote of the ratepayers 
and willing instruments of the Commissioner’s will? A report goes 
Ire Kur 
issioner is sure of his serried phalanx. We have heard of members who, 
when asked if they would vote on the popular side, have either pleaded previous 
engagement to the Commissioner, or, to avoid the inconvenience, have quietly 
out of the hall at the right time. Such an exhibition of weakness is a shame 
pendence of Bombay. The result is that almost invariably 
their measures, an 22 to bring the executive to 
— 1 1 f on pane Sone b ~ 
oner, or orporation does, it may as 
abolished and the oner raised supreme as the uncrowned Munici 
of Bombay. As an instance of how submissive is the Corporation to 
will of the Commissioner, the debate on Khetvddi surface on last 
abe Nu be mentioned. Here is a filthy nuisance from which the inhabit- 
ants of the locality are suffering, and of which they have 
After repeated complaints the late Commissioner pot personally 
0 con 5 MY LI the werk 
immediately. igeon- as soon as . 
Ollivant turned his on Bombay, . unabated. The 
e unde « fed endeavour to obtain redress and are told to wait until the 
echeme for all Bombay is There is competent 
the nuisance is a certain cause of disease, and yet the 


and at his a majority of the Corporation, would wait until 
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27. The Surya Prakdsh (90), in its issue of the 25th July 
1 1 — dein Engineer in the 

request to the Bombay Municipality in charge 
W = 171 5 dealt with by the Judicial Courts for 
of the Tanea Works, oy Ing . Shivlal Motirdm, a clerk in the 
saulting a municipal clerk. | ment, Mr. Hill was fined five rupees b 

Magistrate, Thäna, but the bay 

subsequently enhanced the fine to Rs. 75 in its revisional * 
Mr. Shivläl to take civil action against him for damages. We 
Mr. Hill has paid Ra. 550 to Mr. Shivläl in settlement of the 
is now no doubt about Mr. Hill’s guilt, and it is therefore desira 


Bombay Municipality should also censure him. 
Part V.— Native States. 


28. The Iadu Fratde (14), in its issue of the th July, 
Parliament should be indifferent to 
Pcie — * * — Government of India towards the 
garde the Native States India, as it seems to be in the 
requires curtailment and ment action with reference to 
check. and says that the time has come when the a 
wers of the Government of India 
should be curtailed and restrained by Parliament, partio because the 
of indifference assumed by Parliament is being gran considered 
Native who has a particle of otism in him to be disgraceful and 
and isin the long run likely to prove very dissatiafactory to the public 
dangerous to the interests of Government. 


29. 0 
Wh Euro by Govern- 
Remarks on the — * minority of the 
ment of European officers recalled as soon 
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if allowed 
ly try to influence 
aspire to posts like that of the Diwän, thereby usurping the rights of Natives. - 


81. The Phaniz (6), in its issue of the 25th J 

ment resolution with regard 
1 * in Native States 
rah regere . of one paper. Deccan 
States dene e. of Hyderabad, which had been in existence for 8 

of 22 years and which had recently acquired much 
prominence by its sensational comments on the policy of the Niz4m’s Govern- 
ment, will soon be no more. It is very likely that the severity of its strictures 
had inspired the Niaam with a mortal dread for a journal which apparently had 


such a stock of information at its oS ee a position 
somewhat uncomfortable. It is generally circulated that the Nisdm, resolving 
to get rid of this “ „ has bought it himself—a rumour which, if true, 
would certainly not much credit on the wisdom of the Nizäm's Govern- 
ment. It is obvious that the journal is but a passive instrument in the hands 
of its inspirer, who is still at to carry on his old pranks again. We think 
it is the Government rr 


tor the suppression of the It was an step to the press in 
the Native States under * ve the arbitrary and despotio oensorship 
of a Political Agent. Politicals themselves do not fall beyond the pale of 
erring humanity, and the journalistic lash is often requisitioned in their case as 
in that of any other . Those who in the have been vilified and 
calumniated will not be long in determi their line of action at present, and 
conscious of the immense power with which Government have been pleased to 
entrust them, they can ex it effectually when they choose to draw within 
the closest limits the liberty of the press and render it in a great measure sub- 
tervient to their own principles. 


d. M. sa THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
dth Auguet 1891. 
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1. The Vaidarddé (2), in its issue of the 25th July, writes :—Authority 
has a de influence, and this is exemplified in 
these days in the case of Englishmen in India. Taken 

, the Anglo-Saxon race is the finest in the 
their desire for justice, freedom, 
the advance of their subjects in 


His devotion to liberty, his 
are all materially 
uttering to 
in ex- 


2. The same newspaper writes:—The recently framed rules for n 
the press in tracts — through Pein 

showing results which ought to 

ht to the heart of whosoever con- 
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running. 1 Se „ work, Dh oom 
patience, diligence and a are ualifications 
ernment, there is no reason why Mr. Obbard should not be 


Sessions Judge. 
5. The Pramod Sindhu (1), in its issue of the Mth J 
in the Bombay Presiden 
unsifs, 
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and requests the Judicial 


in that province in the matter of Extra Assistant Commissioner, 
Tahsilddre, Clerks —— Clerks of Courta, Ahirastedäre, Sub- Registrare, &. 
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Part I.—Politice and the Public Administ ration. 


1. The Kdthidwdr Times IIIA 
sii acti ual eles eal 
Issue of to 
to joarsaliots not to Ceosse British 
the relative merite of the 
Ressian and British Govern- papers, which 
Russians, 
practising as law bankers, 
beth and would t — 1 ot 
Is this trying juncture 
The Indian j match for them. 
They retaliate so black as they are 
ted; that because of their own 
— because ting treason; that the 
quoting in support of their 
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discontent among 
should distinctl 1 2 no Government is 
faults the British Government is the most benign Gov 
that if the administration in India is faulty it is because 
carried on by the best men, but by the general run 
not like to see their prejudices and — * 
whole, of all European people the English know 
alien races. At a time when lish 
I a ee ay 
vestige ependent spirit e country, 
energy would be the strongest of all bulwarks 
Government must secure the confidence of the 
that every true Indian will be ready to shed his 
own and the good of the country, 
more involved in the safety of the country than those of the British. 


2. The Gerdt (83), in its issue of the 2nd August, writes :—It is 
rumoured that His Excellency Lord Lansdowne’s Gov- 
e some steps to gag the press in 
4% the Native press in India, British India, As will be seen from the “ Wanderer's 
| talk of the town’ appearing in a revent issue of the 
Times of India, some one either at Simla or the India Office is busying himself 
with devising measures with a view to curtail the liberty of the indi gpl ens 
Lord Cross’ unwarranted strictures on Native journals, in which His ip 
— * fit to indulge quite recently, also lend an air of reality to the rumours 
that have been afloat since the Manipur tragedy, and to the inspired articles 
appearing in the offivial organs on the other side of India. For our we are 
disposed to think that the rumours in question are started by a section of the 
Anglo-Indian — which is ever burning with the desire of raising its own 
importance and prestige by throwing mud at their Native contemporaries. Besides, 
there is the Indian correspondent of the London Z'imes who would like to make 
short work of all the oritics of Government by to drastic measures for 
their suppression, Whatever the blunders and failings of Lord Lansdowne’s 
Government, we vannot e ourselves to believe that a stateeman of his 
| views and aympathies will lend his sanction to a 2 which, instead 
of 1 the people, will breed serious discontent throughout the country. 
Such a repressive measure was discarded by Parliament mature consis 
deration of subject, and we find it impossible to believe that Lord Lans- 
will think it a ent course to deprive the country of a privil 
restored to it by a Viceroy of Lord Ripon’s f ht. But sup it is seriously 
in contemplation to take some steps, we confess we cannot see on what reasonable 
Government can in the matter. Admitting for a moment 
dome papers abuse the liberty of the press, there is all-embracing 
Con 506—2 


A 
Ey 
. 
i 


: 


112771175 
Ma 


3 
i 


i 


11225 
rit 
414213 


3 


blic 


vided by 


HH Hep 


reflects 


282 


of Courts 
hie 2 
not only in 


ce, nor 


through 
the aut 


uced to its naked 


: red 
uen 
pes of 
of one or two 
not 
disti 


accomplishment 


in the interests of 


le guidance 
t 


y 


the members of the 


question 
instead 


themselves with d 
commands no infil 
credentials, and al 

there are still ho 


be 


We should 


3 11235 


ne 
Pilea 


of a press which 
when there is alread 


— 


b 


8 
13 
43 


for 


berty 


: 
5 


the li 


been 
devotes himself to the 


ve 
he but 
before his 
of the 


i 
il 


little. 
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to some other station or marry an English wile. 


instance of a Burmere woman who came to Calcutta with her 
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Mr. Maurice 
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, living such scandalous lives as are shocking 


of man. How long is such a terrible state of things to go on 
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lliant reputation, or, for that 
all. For that noble achievement you require men of ex 


humdrum Secretaries to carry on the work of the administration, as ausiliary 
Governore, according to their own ideas, with the occasional pastime of a stra 
volley at popular opinion and a random “ sneer” at popular institutions 
With ty bordering on famine in Madras, the departure of Lord Wenlock 
2 cricket with His Excellency Lord Harris would have been 
characterized as out-Neroing John Gorst might have been 

iged to refer again to ancient classic history for an allusion, compe Se 
couple Nero with Tarquinius Superbus. Thanks to the common sense of 
Wenlock, the public is the wrench that it might have otherwise received. 
Mr. Labouchere, too, w that he has lost the opportunity for another 
millery at an Anglo-Indian Mogal of the nineteenth century. 

5. 


The Sued Patrika (17), in ite issue of the ud August, writes :—It 
that the Governor of has abandoned his intended visit to 
Poona to play a cricket match with his brother of Bombay. — * 
the country is suffering more or less from insuffivient or i rai and 
of Bombay are not free from the evil; but it is in the Presidency that 
t is showing itself in the form of an im famine. At such a juncture 
the spectacle of the two Governors with their engaged in a match, 
preceded by many days of practice, would have been humiliating enough, and 
0 it is well that the plan has been abandoned, though it should never have been 
entertained. Statesmen may, indeed, enjoy their own favourite sports, but the 
indulgence must have its limits, especially when they are posted to onerous and 
h-paid offices to which they are expected to devote their best energies for the 
welfare of the people. The late Governors of Madras and Bombay did work 
in the way 2 were bound to do, but there is an unfortunate 
abroad that th t successors regard it as an invitation to rest and be 
eb We cannot account for this impression, which would have been justifiable 
ad the same personages continued in office, but the tenure is restricted to a 
limited period to allow iresh energy and continued activity being kept up. It 
is to be hoped, therefore, that no reasonable grounds will be afforded to the public 
by the au ties to take such a perverted view of things. 


6. In noticing Mr. H. B. M. James’ further memorandum in support of 
his proposal for the revival of the Cotton Frauds Act 

nH. RM, James’ fur the Yombay Samdohdr (96), in ite issue of the Srd 
— ye:—In this memorandum Mr. James 

if inferior Indian cotton is so much in 
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crease m 0 

ed merchants, however, do me this — It u a unlvertally 
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8, The Taiser-i-Nind (87), in its issue of the 2nd August, writes: One 
of the vices of an irresponsible bureauc 
which is inflated by the power it wields, is its 
persistency in its errors statecraft, the more that 

* guch errors are mercilessly exposed by an enlightened 
public, be it ever so microscopic, ese vices are 
most practised in Russia, and we read from tima to 
time of instances which shock us all, India is the 

country where these are most to be discerned next to Russia, Here the insolence 
of authority — rampant; and the more an error of omission or commission 
is publicly pointed out, the greater is the insolence of that authority to 
plunge itself headjong into the abyss of its own errors. The Webb job having 
thoroughly unmasked and its true character laid bare, the angry Govern: 
ment of —＋ u 2 a fresh illustration of the vice we have alluded to, 
Who are the public ? it asks. Are they the responsible rulers of the land ? 
Then, why should they come forward to teach it what its duties and respon 
sibilities are? This pestiferous public must be put down and “snubbed.” 
the administration should be brought down on it so that 

raise ite head. This is very amusing. 


express their undisguised disa al of 222 —— 

u pprov 
= city. It has now taken into ite head to gazette Mr. Slater, an 
nonentity to the public, to act as the Chief Magistrate d the 
absence on leave of Mr. Hut itis to be the Government of 
rere parser heyy not stop in its o te career, but will continue to 

public opinion till that very 93 eventually overwhelms it. That that 
422 be the case, we see as plain as the noon-day sun. But govern- 
ments all over the world never learn lessons in time, not until they are com- 
pletely humiliated, made to sit on the stool of repentance and cover themselves 
with the hot toe yee of their at cad sins. ** y 9 — hag se of the 
recent judicial and magisterial appointments vo justice 

to one deserving claimant, one of marked ability ond at lame * 

extending over a number of years, and, above all, one who had acted as a J 
off and on half a dozen times—we mean Mr. Hormasji Dadabhoy. It 
satisfactory to note that the Fifth Judgeship of the Small Causes Coart just 
created has been conferred on that able pleader. It would have been a grave 
scandal had his claims been overlooked this time too. So far we are free to 
approve of this nomination, the only sensible one which is in accordance with 
State regulations and which commands the entire confidenve of the public, 
Native and European. We congratulate the Government and Mr. Hormasiji 
alike. 


9. The Kesari 43), in its issue of the 4th August, publishes a news-letter from 
Bombay in which the writer speaks of the appointments of Messrs. Slater and Van 
der Straaten as Acting Chief cy Magistrate and an Acting Judge of the 
Small Causes Court, bay, respectively, as being irregular, improper and in op- 
position to public opinion, says that the latter gen is reported to be a relative 
of a Judge of the ee ee eer ane ee hand in the 
régime Of His Excellency Lord Harris, and asks whether Mr. Lee. Warner is 
now busy in retaliating the tion and justice which the claims of Natives 
got from Lord Reay in spite of his wishes to the contrary. 


10. Tle Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the And — writes :— 
ple 


The Government of Bombay are faithfully carrying out its prin of making 
appointments without for public opinion or public interests. They have 
appointed a junior barrister to act as Chief Presidency Magistrate of Bombay 
during Mr. Cooper's absence on privilege leave for three months, even putting aside 
the claims of Mr. Hamilton, whose performance of work has so happily won the 
approval of the public, Seeing that a Presidency Magistrate has right of 
sentencing offenders to two years im ment and that there is no appeal in cases 
stag he — + — of six 92 — doubt — the 2 

properly consulted public interests in appointing to such a responsible post 
a gentleman who has en at the bar for not more six years and who has 
not that knowledge of the habits and ways of the people which may be held 
essential for a proper discharge of magisterial functions. Not content with this, 
the same Government make other judicial appointments, which can scarcely be 
said to have the approval of those whose interests are concerned. 


11. The Phenix 6), in its issue of the 29th July, writes: — To enhance 
the dissatisfaction already widely prevalent and to revenge themselves on public 
Opinion, evidently the Bomba — has trated another piece of 

by the appointment of Mr. Slater as the Chief * M te. 

hat this gentleman has done to merit the favours lavishly poured on him ever 
sinve the day he set his foot in India, passes all comprehension. His life has 
been one of unparalleled series of windfalls, He has been successively a 
Professor in the instone College, a University examiner, Senior Govern- 
ment Professor of Law, and now, to crown all, he has been appointed Chief Presi- 
dency Magistrate, which carries with it a monthly emolument of Rs, 2,000. 
h called to the bar ever since 1882 he has never shown any exceptional 
ability in the practice of his profession to entitle him to such responsible posts. 
No reasonable man would, we think, envy Mr. Slater his lucrative post not 
his appointment established an invidious distinction, inasmuch as the claims of 
abler men who combine in themselves all the qualifications necessary 


. Magistrate have been deliberately ignored. This system of 


10 


ee Se re ee ee lead to a deal of heart- 
secret discontent. Se ae. or often made 
depend on back-stairs influence. He is a fortunate who 
an amount of influence to bear on the “dispensers of gifts.” Ability 
and numerous are the instances where men of acknoy. 
have to content themselves with the most miserable pittance and 
; whereas men in the most deplorable state of i 
it over them. 


is reer, Gt — 


retard intellectual progress in India. 


12. The Indu lrakdsh (14), in its issue of the 3rd August, writes :—Govern. 
ment has bestowed the honour of the nent post 


The appoi of Fifth Judge in the Bombay Small Causes Court on 
Hormagj 
mall 


; a worthy recipient. The yee which was first 
—1— Coart, announced in the dailies did injustice to the Govern. 
approved. ment. It was, indeed, vonsidered a piece of the most 
unmitigated jobbery that a man who was merely an 
attorney’s clerk, who later on spent some years in the Sheriff’s office, and was 
thence promoted to be Registrar of the Small Causes Court should be at once 
raised to a seat on the bench of the Court. Even now it is no less a job, to be 
tly deprecated, that he has been appointed Acting Judge. Mr. Van der 
ten may be a clever man and may 3 ma an office, but we 
doubt w r that is enough qualifivation to fit hin Yer a Judgeship. As 
he fills a judivial office, since he has powers to dispose of claims up 
to 20, and having regard to the discharge of that function we wish a man 
with better judicial experience had been appointed Registrar. A Judge's post 
surely requires a superior training, and a Small Causes Court Judgeship especially 
is reserved for men of the ripest experience. In the mofussil a Small Causes 
Court Judgeship is generally the highest prize attainable by Subordinate Judges. 
In Bombay the jurisdiction is much higher and the litigation more complicated. 
Here, therefore, it is all the more necessary that a Judge should have mature 
experience of judivial work. A Subordinate Judge or a Pleader of experience 
could easily have been found to fill up the acting appointment. But if an act- 
ing appointment is to be — deprecated, it may well be imagined with what 
consternation the ee received the news that Mr. Van der Straaten was appoint: 
ed permanent Fifth Judge. Here isanother job perpetrated by the Government, 
the people began to say ; and such is the temper of the people towards the Gov- 
ernment at present that the news at once found od oy credence, As events 
have proved, the choive of the Government as regards the permanent incumbent 
is, however, quite unexceptionable. The choice has not only been eminently 
worthy in itself, but makes amends, however tardy, for a long vourse of injustice. 
Mr. Hormasji Dadabhoy, who now becomes vonfirmed as Judge, was for long the 
unquestioned leader of the Small Causes Court bar. He gave upa lucrative practice 
for the honour of an acting appointment as Judge of the Court, and served 80 
Acting Judge off and on on many occasions. He had the best title to be con- 
firmed as Judge when on two previous ovcasions there occurred permanent 
vacancies on the bench. We are glad that now at last justive has been done 
to a deserving public servant. 


18. The det Goftdr (88), in its issue of the Ind August, writes :—Mr. 
Hormasji Dadabhoy has at last been appointed Fifth Judge of the Bombay 
Court of Small Causes, Mr. Hormasji might have been Second or Third J 
by this time; but he was often over, though he held acting appoin 
on the bench for over a dozen times we believe, and by his soundness of judgment, 
knowledge of the law, and experience of the Court’s routine he was able to give 
the utmost satisfaction to ers and suitors alike. Justice has come very 
tardily to him, but it has been done at last, and that is some satisfaction. 
1 is an accession to the strength of the bench, and, as such, it # 
a public gain. 


11 


14. The Nydyadarehak (115), in ite issue of the 27th July, observes:— 
Since the appointment of Réo Bahddur Lalahankar 
ue Bebéder Larsen. Umidshankar as First Class Subordinate J at 
——— Sub- Ahmedabad, the monthly number of new suits filed in 
ordinate Jedge, Abmedaied, this Court has been greatly reduced together with that 
enn 
appear to go ca y cases W come before him t parties 
np to much inconvenience and expense by frequent 3 
example, in suit No. 750 of 1800, in which the editor of the Vydyadarolal paper 
was summoned as a witness and there were nearly 50 other witnesses to be 
examined, the Subordinate Judge, on the 1st day of April, which was fixed on 
for a hearing of the case, atte the Court at about 4 P. u. and had therefore 
merely to postpone it. It had on two other days to be adjourned again. 
The parties were kept unnecessarily waiting in Court from 11 a.m. to 6 F. M. 
from the 1st to the 8rd July, when it was 7 postponed to the 5th July, and 
was afterwards referred to arbitration. recommend Government to transfer 
Rao Bahd4dur Lalshankar, who is a native of Ahmedabad and who devotes some 
of his attention to the affairs of the local Prarthana Sam4j and other similar 
institutions—In alluding probably to the same subject, the Hindusthdn (85), 
in its issue of the 2nd August, observes :—Owing to the scurrilous writings of a 
certain local paper against an officer who is held in high esteem for his impar- 
tiality and integrity, much sympathy is felt for him and there is no doubt that 
the paper will soon suffer in its reputation. It is reported that this officer’s 
ecessor had left nearly 350 undecided cases in arrears, while there are now 
only 200 such cases. 


15. The Praja Mat (117), in its issue of the lst August, observes :—Mr. 
ames, when Commissioner, N. D., had issued a circular 


A request to Government 


to make frequent transfers of that the transfers of Deputy Collectors and Mämlatdäre 
Deputy Collectors, Mamlat- would be made every five years, but in the time 
= Net ings gg of Mr. Spence it seems to have remained a dead- 
Cater Dee letter. As the Deputy Collectors and Mamlatdars have 


frequent occasions to come into close contact with 
the people, it is but right that they should not be allowed to remain at one 
station for more than five years. We direct the attention of Government to the 
fact that in some districts in the Northern Division people have got so sick of some 
officers who have been long at one place that they are heartily wishing for their 
immediate transfer. We also request Government to transfer Mr. Carvalho, 
Native Assistant to the Commissioner, N. D., who has held his present post for 
a number of years, in order to give an opportunity to other Deputy Collectors 
of acquiring experience in that post. 


16. The Sind Times (8), in its issue of the 2nd August, writes:—Far be 
it from us to speak against the Government and its 
15 5 1 * officers; but we are so jealous in respect of its dignity 
a and purity that we cannot tolerate the least deviation 
from the established principles on the part of its 
servants, Though painful, yet it is a bounden duty of journalists to ex the 
misdeeds of Government officers. But surely this is a very hard job. There are 
insuperable difficulties in the way. We are often reminded of harems of old 
days when we think of the Government and its various departments. In the 
apartments of the harem reigned voluptuous beauties, whom the wistful public 
gaze could not reach, where no one durst approach for fear of the fearful eunuch 
guards. In the various departments of the Government reign vicious bribery, 
chicanery and barter of justice, which the wistful public gaze cannot reach, 
where no one dare approach for fear of the fearful and heartless guard of the 
law of “ Libel.” Let us see if we can elude the vigilance of this “Libel”? and 
have a we into a department. The Medical Department first comes to our 
View. We see a medical officer in the province of Sind who is a horrible bribe- 
er, He the certificates for sick leave with his right hand and with his 
left receives his “ fee,” as he calls it, Poor MwneAis and clerks are worried b 
him very much. A man may be on his death-bed, yet he will not get a . 
cate recommending him for sick leave, unless this notorious doctor is paid his 
fee.” He has been carrying on this nefarious trade with impunity for years 
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remedy. 


17. The Jagan Mitra (89), in its issue of the 8rd August, — 
ear passes without any effectual means 
to remove in- for remedying the evils from which the 
been suffering while embarking on disem 
from the daily steamers in the Ratndgiri port. 
complaints have from time to time been made to M 
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poke 
Tel! 


y 
’s administration. In touching at other ports like 
, Mdlvan and others, the steamers have to s 
going into and coming out of each of the but at 
this trouble is not at all required. The port is an the open 


+; 
ii 
atest 


marking 
e way out” and 
one and a green at the other. So soon as 
have to touch at the way in,“ discharge cargo 
of disembarkation, where they will receive passengers and start back 


find an easy way of 
boats should be kept under a strict check, so as not to 
rules. out into the sea half. 


ey sometimes do. The passenger boats ought on no occasion to move forward 
eu of steamer anchorage until the 
steamer stopped and anchored at appointed a 
arrive du dark nights in the port the passenger have to ex 
uble and have very great — 1 wan of life 


of ay ae at the ＋2 aes Race 


C missionary ; 
Prabdeh (14), in ite us of the 8rd August, ye: 


min 


* 
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ty, re-adjusting the limits 

for future excommunications. ere are . 
faith. Members of the community are asked to su 

depart from the terms of the articles 


8 EF 
au 


iable to ex 
these articles are issued does not a ’ 
becribe | 


as 
Ev 
a who are 
this work of re-habilitation of caste, but 
title to such leadership is highly questionable. In any case their credentials are 
disputed by a number of e, not a few of whom are orthodox. The articles 
are as follows :—(1) Not to partake of food or water touched by a person not a 
— Ker — food “ae — cr — drinks; (8) 
ibition of — uors; (4) not to go to a foreign country; 
iS) not to marry a widow ; (6) not to have social communion with those who are 
or will be excommunicated. Another party working from a different direction 
has issued a paper with five articles: (1) That those who partake either of food 
forbidden by the SAdeiras or of liquor of any sort be excommunicated; (2) that 
girls be permitted to marry at the age of twelve and boys at that of eighteen 
ears; (3) that any person who may have spent a portion of his life in any 
— country be not deprived of his casie privilege; (4) taking into consider- 
ation that all 742 are el about the age 4 Wer no 
man past the age of fifty be permi marry a virgin ; . 
gamy should be entirely discouraged, no man, unless urged — necessity, — 
permitted to take to himself a second wife. These are the essentials of the Hindu 
religion according to its Poona champions. How far they are truly essential, we 
leave it to our readers to But whatever their essential character, it is obvi- 
ous they overlap one another and are very indefinite. How are (2) and (8) in 


the first set to be distinguished, unless by the latter is meant preaching 2 [ 

to others? What is the extent of the 4th? Is going to Ceylon forbidden ? 

But these questions are probably out of place in the case of persons who are not 

conspicuous for consistency or reason. Nor is the other set of articles, which is 
from the reformers’ side, any better as 


a dis- 
principle. A more serious 2 for consideration is what is the 
08e 


nishment for a breach of observance by who now subscribe to the articles 
n the mandates of Shankardchirya, the commonly ized spiritual head 
of the community, are ed by the orthodox mselves, when they 
3 with their own notions 
ts, 
enlightened aoe 


to be bound 

a com- 

to It isa 
g unbelief and 
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omen some bodies who 
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inly that if t 
fruits of religious and social reform, they must be pre- 
vate persecution and must act as they preach 
many persons would follow and support them. 


„ Pra (13), in its issue of the 6th A 

letter purporting to be addressed by a Hindu 
kardchdrya, the spiritual head of the Hindu commu- 
' nity, in which the writer draws his attention to the 
neglect of the Vedie religion in India at this 
conly tag of the Koliguge (the iron age), on account of the country being under 
rulers who are said to have the sovereignty of the land, who are foreign in 
language, manners, customs, religion, &c., whose avowed principle is that all vastes 
are equal and in whose régime cows are killed every day, and on account of the 
ste in of English education which has supplanted the study of the Vedas and 
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encies, ex 

pale of human knowledge, divested some of the ob 

moon, &., of their divine character, and brought about much alackness in ous 
faith and I.. I — = 
oan hold on Ihe mind of the Hindus fed to sanction such modifications therein 
as will make it respected and followed without reluctance. 


21. The Keira Vartamda (200), in its issue of the 20th July, is glad that 
Mr. H. R. Cooke, Collector, Kaira District, has notified 

A of the notification that Government will advance loans ata ble rate 
ee ie Lana Tat of interest to cultivators in his district under the Land 
Act anda request Improvement Act, and that he has asked the various 


him in the matter. to ex the o of 
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The objections of the Mill. 
ownere’ Association to the 
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coming LL.B. Examination 
of » University. 


the 


lawyer, to examine at 
the LL.B. Examination. It seems, indeed, very odd that th 
have so far afield as Surat to find an examiner for the LL.B. 
eligible High Court Pleaders could be found to do the work, especially 
choice has fallen upon a gentleman by no means specially deservi 
The Universit pe are already a matter for dissati 
they have to be brought inte contempt no surer way could be found than the 
present appointment. 


30. The Indien Spectator (2), in its issue of the ud A writes :— We 
are not at all surpri find that the appointment of Mr. Kalabhdi Lallubhäi, 
a pleader of Surat, as one of the examiners for the ensuing LL.B. Examination 
of the Bombay University has given rise to a great deal of indignant criticism 
among those who take interest in University matters. We have heard of the 
appointment in question — A ay of as a job, and it is impossible to charav- 
terise it otherwise. Mr. Kdldbhai’s only eation is that some years ago he 
passed the High Court Pleadera’ Examination and has been prac for 
several years in the Surat District. But what on earth could have the 
Syndicate to ignore the number of more distinguished and cultured lawyers 
in Bombay, some of them LL.B.’s themselves, and to go in for a pleader in the 
mofussil, who can have no pretensions whatever to culture in the real 
sense of the term? The LL.B, Examination of the University is not an 
ordinary examination in law. It tests not merely a man’s knowledge of law, 
but of the ecience of law, and it is little less than a ecandal to appoint as one of 
its examiners a raofussil pleader. Such appointments are caleulated to bring 
the examination into contempt and to lower its value. We are glad that some 
of the Fellows of the University have sent in a protest to the Syndicate and 
are determined to bring up the matter for discussion at an early meeting of the 
Senate. It is to be hoped that the Senate will refuse to sanction the appoint- 
ment in question. Undoubtedly the Syndicate is responsible for the 
selection of examiners, and the ought not to in 2 with ita 
discretion. But in the present instance there are reasonable grounds for aup- 

that the has exercised its discretion in a grossly careless manner, 
and the dignity the University no lose than the important character of the 
I Ant ce such an injudicious appointment as that of 
Mr. Kéldbhai Lallubhéi of Surat should be vetoed, 
oon 800 
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Part V.— Municipalities. 
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ment 4 el to 
Sargeon- ariman, 
ee af ts Sanitary 


Committee, Surat Munici- and says that the case was 
palisy. tary Committee of which Dr. Nariman 
| man, and that his evidence was necessary as he had 


personally visited the spot in that capacity. 


$4. The same newspaper, in its issue of the 80th July, complains 
A en e Me let the condition of the roads at Suratis very 
President of the Surat Muniel- ed and that no one authorized in that behalf takes 
ity, in connection with the any care whatever to im 
ad condition of roads in tha President of the Municipali 
-_ different parte of the city in 


idea of the state of things with a view of remedying it. 


Part VI.—Native States. 
$5. The Mahrdtia (5), in its issue of the Ind A , writes :—The effects 


of the Government of India’s resolution about news- 
Comments on the resola- papers published in quasi-British India will be very 
322 . — It is feared that both the Vernacular 
lahed in quasi-Betish India. and the Anglo-Indian press of British India will suffer. 
It is also feared that it will help the degeneration of 
the political branch of the State service. There are fears that the Government 
of India itself will regret the day on which the resolution was issued. We see 
that the resolution has attracted public attention in England, and it is not quite 
improbable that it may soon form the subject of a debate in Parliament. We 
are sorry for the resolution, because it is one more act of His Excellency 
Lord Lanadowne’s Government which will lower the prestige of England in 
the eyes of the whole civilised world and will destroy the confidence of the 
pu Ner- There are eno 
dots already for which Lord owne’s administration stands condemned in 
the ayes of the British public and His Excellency need not have added this to 
his difficulties. There is, we think, yet time to modify the resolution and 
make the ordere consistent with the law that regulates such publications in 
British India. We are not at all opposed to healthy control. Wedo not fight 
for license. We admit that the intentions of Government may be really bene- 
Volent. Rulers of Native States do require to be protected from the mischief of 
eae whem the resolution 8 av fail to see how newts tion 
ve such protection. pu a newspa some 
years No come be insisted upon in the case of such 1 1 2 
— — the Agent to the Governor-General should make all 
within leo But when permission is once granted it ought not to be 
within the power of the grantor to discontinue it. It is here that abuse of power 
is possible, and in the interests of liberty it is necessary that Government 
thould provide reasonable Let it be provided that before the proprietor 
ci eee om be asked to leave the territory bag and an opportu- 
nity shall be given him of that he did not make a bad use of his priv 
lege. The political officer aubmit hie report and Government 


w 
when we see that the resolution is not of the seeking of 


is a gift voluntary and 
done much to shake public ed to 
icy about Native States. 
86. In an article, headed, “ What policy should be adopted by the Native 
1 


What course should Native . the 


Prakdeh (14), in its issue of the 3rd 
ugust, observes :—It is but natural that we should 


nsequence of the 


have, by cantact with the British Government, learnt to ire i 
a fairly satisfactory manner and to follow the wholesome lemon set to them by 
that Government. The publication of administraticn reports by Native States is 
one of the good things they have learnt to do after the fashion of the British 
Government, though these reports do not always make unyarnished statements, 
but exhibit only the good ts af the administration and withhald the dark 
aide of the picture, as is to be dane in the various departmental reports of 
vernment, Despite these drawhacks the system of publishing such 
reports is a laudable one and is fit to be readily accepted, as jt has heen, by the 
Native States. We have, however, to tell the Native Princes one 11 it ie 
that should not follow the British policy in every respect. lish, 
though they are excellent rulers, are foreigners and have come over here to 

earn money, The interest which they have in the welfare of their Indian sub 
is not genuine, but is like that which a step-mother has in the well- her 
ste for the sake of public opinion, wish to promote the jnteresta 
of the Indian subjects, but not at the sacrifice of own. e. 
at the administration reports of the different departments. we 


look 
each d t wishes to be able to show an increase in ita income and 
profit to Government every 


right, 
The Akne Times (0 


and adds :—The 


these Bania Kärbhäris would do it. Banias are best fitted pos 
but Mahomedans are certainly unfitted for the 


88. The Gujard! Darpan (82), in its issue of the Ind August, writes :— 

: Animal hospitals, or pinjrap e as they are called, 

1 ofa pancharitaz have been specially favoured by the Hindu Princes 

re by the since the time of Emperor Asoka. Such being the 

case, we are much grieved to learn that the Porbandar 

authorities have the Mahajans by depriving 

the pinjrapol trustees of their right to graze their 

harge in the pasture lands belonging to the State. When Mr. Lely, 

of the State, introduced the t Act of British India into it 

posed a tax called panchari on every head of cattle ing in the 

State lands he exempted the piajrapol cattle from its operation. But now under 

instructions from his superiors Mr. Shankar P. Pandit has issued a proclamation 

imposing pancharé on the pinjrapol cattle. The Mahdjans have objected to such 

a tax levied on the cattle. But four horses belonging to the piajrupol 

were attached and threatened to be sold by auction. The people struck work 

to mark their displeasure and the Political Agent, Kdthidwdr, was requested 

by telegraph to countermand the order of the Administrator. The Bombay 

trustees of the Porbandar piajrapol have shown their ‘resentment in a resolu- 

tion at one of their meetings and intend taking further steps if the 

wär authorities do not give a satisfactory reply to the request of the 

Before N we shall wait to know the reply. But 

we may say that the vested interests of charitable institutions ought to be the 

first care of the British authorities when they administer a Native State. [The 

Nydyadarehak (115) and the Ahmedabad Times En. in their issues of the 3rd 
and Sth August, respectively, express similar sentiments. } 


G. M. SA'THE, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
11th August 1891. 
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List of Newspapers published in Berdr. 
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Arero- Mana“ rut. 


The Pramod Sindhu ... sue . Umrdwati (Ampdoti).. 
„ Vaidarbh . cd Se x sia 
„ Varhäd (Berdv) Samachar „„ 


ö 
Mara Tul. 


‘The Shetakari .. eo „„ Umrdwati (Amedoti)..| Monthly 
„ Shuddha Varhédi... „% „ «o „ 


— 


The Berdr Samichar 91 in its issue of the 3rd August, writes: — A chance 
3 ht occurs to our mind that we are sub of 
— n the yderabad State. His Highness the Nisdm has 
given us, with ev that belongs to us, over 
— the entire care and trust of the paramount British Sovereign. The question 
prings up whether we shall ever revert to our old position as subjects of that 
State. tate. ‘The late Sir Salar J had opened the subject of the rendition 
of Berdr some ten years ago, but then it was d by the Seoretary tary of 
State for India in the House of Parliament that until His Highness the 
Nizdm should come of age the matter should remain undecided. The time has 
come already and it is for the British Government to prove itself 8 
of the time. But it ap that nothing is said or done * regard to 
important point. We do not know how many years will elapse before 
some decisive measure is taken. The death of that able and distinguished 
statesman was a death-blow to the topics of political interest of that State. His 
loss is most urgently felt in this subject. It was he who first mooted the 
point, but he to remain silent till his master the Niaim could ascend the 
gddi, It is nearly forty years that Berär has been under the British Govern- 
ment. The province has wonderfully Bs ne in all its departments, The 
Mn. rounded on a firm footing h and noble 
2 with an able and efficient Fataff at the head. The land system has been 
revised on an impartial survey of the land, with a regular and graded 
mo of rents. Local self-government has been extended to munici 
institutions, Education has advanced with rapid strides, Commeroe with 
extension of railway communication has been 1 tly facilitated. Political life, 
too, is — without its activity and the Indian National Congress movement has 
cham in Berär. rr to the 
intrinaio which British rule has conferred in such a short time as the dura- 
tion of on eration. If this province be at all restored to ita original ruler 
it ia sure to asa pattern of good government to the rest of the Nisdm’s 
 @ominions, We more or less wish for the rendition of Berär, because we have 
Con 307 
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A request to Mr. Lely, President of the — Municipality, in connection 
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Native Princes: What course should — follow 7. 


Newspapers in Native States: Comments on the resolution of the Gov. 
ernment of India about newspapers publish in quasi- British 
India end Ra a 808 * 5 of wae 


Porbandar : Imposition of a pencheri tax on the pinjrapol cattle by the 


State at — and the consequent displeasure of 
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REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BERA’R, FOR THE 
WEEK ENDING ern AUGUST 1801. 


List of Newspapers published in Berdr. 


Names of Newspapers. 


Aneio-Mana’tH. 


‘The Pramod Sindhu ... 40 . Omrdwati (Ampdoti).. 
„ Vaidarbh . ot ee 85 
„ Varhäd (Berar) Samachar a 


Mara Tul. 


‘The Shetakari .. 2 ues Monthly 
„ Shuddha Varhédi... im ae „Weekly 


The Berdr Samichdr (3), 2 issue 4 the 3rd ye writes : — chance 
occurs to our mind that we are su of 
„e of Berér wished the Hyderabad State. His Highness the Nizdm has 
given us, with ev that belongs to us, over 
to the entire care and trust of the paramount British Sovereign. The q 
springs u een de the ae of the 
State. late Sir . J pened the sub 
of Berdr some ten years * 11 was 
State for India in the 1 of Parliament that = 
Nizdm should come of age 
come already and it is for the British Government to prove itself worth 
of the time. But it ap $a 
important point. We do not know how many years will elapse before 
some decisive measure is taken. The death of that able and distinguished 
statesman was a death-blow to the topics of political interest of that State. His 
loss is most tly felt in this subject. It was he who first mooted the 
point, but he to remain silent till his master the Nisim could ascend the 
gad. It is nearly forty years that Berär has been under the British Govern- 
ment. The province has wonderfully progressed in all its de ents. The 
administration of justice has been g ona firm footing and noble 
ciples with an able and efficient staff at the head. The land has been 
ate of oats Led niken range hae tne , with a regular and graded 
of rents. Local ok HAE ppg t has been extended to munici 
institutions, Education has advanced wi strides. 
senna af rally communication ims ben 
too, is not withou L Indian 
found in Berér. In short 
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REPORT 


NATIVE PAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THB BOMBAY PRESIDBNOY 
For the Week ending 15th August 1001. 


List of Newspapers and Periodicals 


Names of Newspapers. | Place of publication. | Edition. 
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The Akhbäre Ratan Prakdsh Natlim 
Charkhdri Akhbdr . 
Dhar State Gazette ere eee 
Eh-ti-ehamul Akhbér Jhowra eee 
Gwalior Gazette ... * 


Jouhar ... wae see 
Kusehful Akhbér... “ae 
PRrsiaN. 


a f 


i 
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Neri, Mana‘ra! axp Hum. 
The Pandit eee eee eee eee 
Naum, Mann u GuJaka'Tl. 
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ri err l i 


yeh overeve GT OF 


8 1,800 


NA. ‘The notices trom the different Newepapere have been collected in the Report wader different heads 
which are printed in italien, ö 8 


u The names of | im the body of the Report in Malen and the number of the News. 
rens 


paper in the above list 
The ol vernacular words followed by the le the ae that in 
r 
. n XI 1 Mitra, N is printed 


Pant 1—Politics and the Publio Admlatetration. 


1. Une A wap 
British rule in India se it f Jada on the 7 Britich rule in India 
is. which the condition of the 
ao baled, on Hn whee, eee ee ee ae 
Marétha rule, the Vijaya (74), in its issue of the 7th A 
r 
ſor a long time. 
t 


2. The Sind Sudbdr (160), of the 8th Au writes :—The rela- 
— — 
ys 
Government is to secure and alliance, while 
the Russian Government no confidence 
friendship. Only lately, when the Crown Prince of R visited 
— 2 very courteously by the officers as well as the subjects of the 
British Government. a cies das oe aoe 71 8 : 
things. eo igns are stronger day 
day, and the of a war between England and Russia about India is increas- 
ing daily. Uncivilized Russia is in constructing railways and tele- 
graphs and in e its territory. this means it is coming nearer and 
nearer to India. The lish Government is also endeavouring to fortify its 
frontier. Weare thankful to God for His having placed the crown of India on the 
head of the English Sovereign. Under no former rulers was the country 80 
free from foreign invasions as it is at present. Everything is regulated by laws 
and rules. The strong cannot oppress the weak, Murders and robberies are not 
committed to that extent to which they were committed in old times. Peo 
enjoy comforts of which they could not even have dreamt. Although all 
conveniences which the British Government have provided for us have been 
effected with the money of the people, the subjects should be thankful to 
and co-operate with the Government. The English Government should also 
try to win the good-will and confidence of the people. 


8. The Arunodayd (20), in its issue of the 9th August, blames the Secre- 
tary of State for India for introdu the Indian 
The introduction of the in Parliament at a time when were few 
— Budget for 1891-92 in members present and when the session was about to 
a de pate in thesoaso™ close, and valls it a downright falsehood that Sir John 
Under Secretary of State for Gorst should have represented during the Indian Bud- 
India at the debate over the get debate the country to be in a prosperous vondition 
budget. and free from any signs of famine when weekly 
| weather reports from Madras were regularly sent to 
him and when they distinctly showed that the agriculturists and their cattle were 
dying for want of food and fodder and that the danger of impending famine was 
uununent. 


4. The Murata (5), in its issue of the 9th August, writes: — Turning to 
‘ the Budget statement of Sir John Gorst, we are glad 
9 = at — to learn that the financial prospects ha ve so far improv- 
Budget ta the, Hous? ed as to lead Government to estimate the surplus at 
Commons Rs, 3,90,000. But we cannot join the Under Secre- 
in his self-gratulating mood in connection with 
the threatening famine. e danger of famine has not entirely passed away, 
at least in Madras and the North-Western Provinces, as he has deluded him 
into supposing. The reports from these provinces are as alarming as ever. The 
distress in Madras is very great aud the dreadful monster is still threatening 
u part of the North-Western Provinces. The utterances of Sir John Gorst 
remind us of the story of the who believed that in a famine-stricken state 
the people should maintain th on riceand milk if they could not get bread. 
Hut the subject is too grim to joke about. In making the remark above referred 
2 Sir John Goret has shown the most culpable ce to the well-being 


nl Majesty's subjects in India, whose interests he is paid specially to 
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8. The Native Opinion (15), in its issue of the uth August, writes :— 
Government of India at their own expense are ci 
of the Native members of 
reference to the Age of 
We do not know what benefit their 


9. The Suryd Prakdsh (90), in its issue of the Sth 
said tha 


Bill - amongst tho Native tion of the province. 
po K doubt, the - * in 


these pam especially 
3 the vernacular, will fully explain the aims and objects 
of the new Act to the ＋ n and will remove any misunderstand. 


ing as the wor Act which may 
minds of the ignorant people. populations had taken 


y 
more serious and active part in opposing the Bill than the pop 
Panjéb. It is, therefore, hig esirable that the Governments of the former 


provinces should also acquaint the ignorant masses with the noble intentions 


of the Act in the same way as the Panjdb Government proposes. 
10. The Bombay Samdchdr (95), in its issue of the 15th August, mee — 


It is a misfortune to the natives of India, a 
em gay — of whom are illiterate and poor, their power 
warde the Wet" © Government should get with them and should 

show signs of anger. This’ state of things is disad- 

a 5 
Mirror b Ir witness to — verument being 
dis The statement made by the Pioneer that well-known 


with the people. 
w have expressed their o are doubtful as to 
the . will succeed, and 


whether the prosecution commenced 


TERE 
ger 
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ting u 
government within its , condemned the educated and other 
taking an active in in public matters as a set of untruthful men. 


11. Re of the 7th August, observes :— 

the régime Lord Reay had not been partly occupied 
Remarks on the administra- 
tien of His Mecsllency Lora with the Wilson and the Crawford cases and the dis- 


_ @ussion of several intricate questions of administration 
Hereh, Covers <f ==": 1, would have resulted in more good to the people of this 


. however, that he left to Hi 
They were, —— a clear 8 
administration. they 
be led 


ex of much 
are 
time to physical ch 
to are mu 
to be led away by some Anglo-Indians. Theveplie 
eral recent public memorials have shown what its 
and have caused a wide discontent amongst the people, who are anxious 
the real mate © pe pene scornful treatment of the Natives. 
cellency wants thereby to show that he is not 


j tin important matters, 
to take the Natives into his confidence, and to acquaint himself personally with 


their real condition. Governors have mainly to rely on the advice of their Coun- 
cillors, but, unfortunately, Sir Raymond West, who has greatly for the 
worse since his elevation to the Executive Council and has a politician, has 
ved a failure as a Councillor. His ecessors in office, the late Honourable 

r. Gibbs and Sir M. Melvill, who had similarly raised from the Bench to the 
Council, acquitted themselves very creditably, and the Natives eagerly await the 
retirement of Sir R. West. The same in another place . that the 
Bombay Government should have — os sali the opinions of the vernacular 
newapapers including chose published in Bombay, some of which are well-con- 
ducted, being edited by able and gentlemen who are held in high 
esteem even by Government, and it should be misguided the two 
Anglo-Indian papers of Bombay. The Samsher adds that probably His Excel- 
leney Lord Harris is unaware that the Anglo-Indian Li + do not represent the 
ae eS eee ae ee ee ee Buropean officers of 


pon the Mill-owners’ Association though 
of all the sections. It attributed inconsistency to 
— i ‘connection with the Webb memorial, ay ay 


5 mic at company Soa a prompt reply repudia 


Ra ja poke 

mean to keep the ‘ niggers’ quiet and in perpetual terror ? io, the motive n 
doubt, very laudable! But still we would recommend the ‘ niggers un ta 
their loins and fight out their contentions to the bitter end, ao ee i 

in combating successfully with this company. 


14. The Jade Trade (14), in its issue of the 10th August, advises the 
1 ational to take into its own hands, 


National Congress. 
jot intruation shouldbe ge 


matters, and the fact of the diss 5 24 
of India chould 224 — — er 
eren eat os 


are 
are in Eng : 
— life. giving this 
ust be done with great care 
and p ned. + hang not merely by precepts but by examples as well. 


15. The Pratod (aR, te Se eee of the 10th August, 8 
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. The Ind Prakdeh (14), in its issue of the 10th August, writes :—Our 
contem of the Rdef differs from us as 


as far as we know, Mr. 
which are common!) 
Barrister, an Advova 
has any 4 wages 
whether Government would them, when there is abund- 
not particular whether 
u 


11 


19. The Phania (6), in its issue of the Sth 
stand that a p on behalf of 


FF 
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otherwise of 
the number of witnesses named, the con 
communities of Kandiaro, Naushahro and Moro are dissatisfied with that 
rn nah n 
seven years, W alone may suggest a change made. 
We trust the authorities appealed to will not refuse the enquiry which is now 
solicited, the result of which we shall anxiously await. 


20. The Gujardié ad its issue of the 9th August, writes: — The Honour 

— M e Mr. —— ade «Bombay High Court, His 
accession to thestren © Court. 

dn aad remarks 7 crdship’s patience and assiduity, his anxious desire 


ring 

of the most disastrous tendencies produced by the union of the j 

executive functions in the subordinate magistracy, is to act upon its own com- 
mon-sense view of things and considerations of expediency. combination 
of the two functions in one and the same officer is, besides, fatal to the growth of 
that judicial and calm temperament which is so absolutely essential in the adminis- 
tration of criminal law. Ponderous volumes of High Court reports are not of 
special value in some of the lower Courts. Cri rulings of the High Court 
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of the Bangabasi of 
ment of the prosecution has been made at a 
sitting in sessions. 2 Jdme Jamshed (86) of the 11th August expresses senti- 
ments to the above effect. | 


24. The same newspaper, in its issue of the 11th August, is glad to find 
that the Times of India of the same date expresses sentiments similar to the 
above, and observes:—The /’ionecer states that the best 
divided in opinion isi 


the nature of a test case. This statement shows that Government is not certain 


about the result of these * 41 The question then arises, why have the 
roceedings been taken. The y ist 


ngs hat it is intended to pass a 
before the re-assembling of Parliament, after convin the uli that 
there is no workable law of seditious libel. Considering acts of His 
Excellency Lord Lansdowne’s administration this supposition is not far-fetched. 


W. The Gujardt Darpan (82), in its issue of the 13th August, writes :—If 
the Government of His Excellency Lord Lansdowne has grown so thin-skinned as 
to be roused into a passion by the insipid writings of the Hanyabasi, we take it to 


be a good augury, not for the of the mind of Government, but for the 
i be 


surety that prompt attention wi drawn in future to popular wrongs even 
by the mild exhortations of the press, when formerly very strong writings fell 
flat on unwilling ears. Government has to lose, and the — to gain, in every 
way by the unusual step which the former has taken in directing criminal pro- 
Ye ag the Bangabasi, and so we do not think Government has been 
well-advised in its action. The articles of the kind complained against by Gov- 
ernment, which are no doubt senseless, do not seem uncommon in the Irish 
press and in England too. The larger section of the Indian press does not 
toa wild extreme, and although if it went, the liberty would be excusable 
on account of a want of authentic information. The ag og ae character 
which it is sought to attach to the Bangabasi newspaper is di to prove, 
because it appears that the paper in question has discussed the stock grievances 
tthe people in rather too strong. & and too ignorant a manner. 
Probably it is as a test case that have been taken. It looks 
a if Government want to know whether the Indian 1 de taught a 
Act which has often contem 
© opinion might be offended. The 
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,in its issue of the 9th A observes :—The Banga- 
firet of its kind in the of the British 

we think that Government have lowered themselves in public 

to such a course. There is no fear whatever of such news- 
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and even if it succeed it will give a stimulus to 
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the N 
are made to timate course followed by 
resort to cabalism. No Native is opposed to the continv- 
of British rule in India, but he only clamours at the way in which certain 
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not 
condition if there had been in existence the 
and observes :—A revised survey and assessment of lands 
District were made in 1868, by which the land-tax was nearly 
cases but was generally enhanced 60 per cent. This tax has been increased 
by 50 to 100 per cent. or even more by the revised survey 
were made about two ago. Owing to loud com 
crease nominal have been authorized by 
Taluka, but though they are small it is unfair to have them for 


lands with wells and those without wells and to sup 
indirectly compel the owners of the latter lands to y 
afford to do o We request Government to nee py oo pase cultivators, 8 
otherwise a large area of will remain unculti 


W. The Pratod (58), in ite issue of the 10th August, sta 
t has been made the officers 


32. The Vritt Sudha (78), in its issue of the 11th August, 
they have done 
between the Hindus and the 
is of o that were not s0 


‘absence of self-respect among 


being ph 


ve Government seldom do an 
that, consequently, the Hindus have to suffer a great deal 
their patience and forgiveness. In conclusion, 1 takes 
task for taking part in the Mohoram festivities, and advises well- 
Hindu gentlemen not to give alms to those poor Hindus who assume 


2), in its issue of the 13th August, writes: 

induism has no standard of morality. It isa on 

without a single perfect example for men to follow. 

Its representation of God is most imperfect. No man 

could follow the example of the ten or more incarnations and be a man. 
Not a single god has a character that can claim human respect ; the Rishis, who 
are supposed to have acquired the highest attainment of moral perfection, are 
every one unworthy of being followed. This is very sad, for if men have no 
igh standard they will of necessity take a low one. Men are imitators; they 

ill take some ideal and shape their lives a ly. It it is a high ideal they 

will find their characters elevated ; if a low ideal they fall to its level. The 
great god whom the Hindus worship is Vishnu, but how very far from the ideal 
of a pyre and holy life is his, as depicted in the Purins! any Hindu should 
and say, “O Vishnu, make me like thyself in character,” he would be 

ing a request which, if granted, would make the suppliant a worse man than 

he was before. What if any one should say within hi „ will take Shiva as 
my pattern of life. He is my god and I must be like him.“ Such a man would 
give himself up to all forms of filth, lust and obscenity. As an example to be 
imitated Brahmadeva is not much better, for the stories that are told of him in 
the Purdns are such as to make the pure-minded blush for shame. Not one of 
Vishnu or Shiva, can be thought of as an example for any one 
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34. The Sind Times (8), in 
Managing 


a1 
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participation 
was eo ji, 
Mr. Banerji 


writing from Junnar to the Shri Shivdji (65) in its 
issue of the 7th August, complains that much incon- 


officer holding his office till a late hour in the evening. 


86. The Duyda Sdgar (82), in its issue of the 10th Aug 
A. postel complaint. tion of the authorities to irregular and dilatory 


delivery letters in the Pandla subdivision of the 
Kolhäpur State, and recommends them to verify the complaint by means of test 


letters and to remedy the cause of dissatisfaction, if there be any, as alleged by 
a correspondent of the newspaper. 


Part II.— Education. 


37. The Gwardt 2 (82), in its issue of the 9th August, writes: — 
iends seem to have come to the assistance of Mr. 

A protest against the ap- Käläbhäi Lallubhai to raise him once more from the 
pointment of Mr Kéldbati abyss ‘abhorred of blank oblivion’ by getting him 
1 a gente as an examiner in the LL.B. Eramination 
of University. There are sym in the appeal 

which the Bombay bar has made to the Faculty of Law and the protests that are 


raised in the 
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arbitration of Mr. Lely and how Mr. Lely ordered the extensive encroachments 
to be = in the memory of readers. It is, therefore, very 
natural and proper that the members of the Bombay bar should feel themselves 
aggrieved by passed over by a gentleman of Mr. Kdlabhdi’s antecedents. 


— hope that either the Syndicate will reconsider the appointment or the Senate 
veto it. 


38. In notiving the Government resolution on the working of the Bombay 


Veterinary College during the past „ the Bomba 
8 Cure Samdehdr (95), in ite issue of the lick August, says — 
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ment of veterinary surgeons, but this is a doubtful point that 
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points alone is urgently needed to place the institution on a satisfactory footing. 
Part III.— Municipalities. 


80. The Rdst Goftdr (88), in its issue of the 9th A writes :—The relations 
between the Bombay M pal Corporation and the 
local Government are gradually more and more 
strained, and the memorial which the tion have 
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mine and that it imposes on Government the duty of considering, from time 
to time, what is a fair contribution to demand.” In the performance of this 
duty the Government have come abruptly upon the Co tion with a demand 
for Rs. 1,91,711 beyond the sum of Rs. 2,68,752 hitherto paid by them. To 
make matters worse, the Corporation has been required to raise this money in 
the middle of the financial year, after all the budget arrangeme year 
have been vompleted and settled, and, as if to fill the oup of bitterness to the 
brim, they are told that Government will only continue to pay their annual contri- 
bution of Rs. 90,000 towards the cost of the * for a period of two — 
further. So two years hence the Corporation will be confronted with the pro 
of providing Rs. 5,853,000 every year for what will virtually be the whole cost of 
the polive, without having the least voice or responsibility in the control and 
t of that body ! Government — be ectly within the four 

corners of the Act in making their demand, just as the inexorable demand of 
the immortal Jew was in conformity with his agreement in its strictly litera! 
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cannot long be delayed. 
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ress will not readily 

approve of the sentence of hanging passed on the Sendpati and the Tongal 
but the Jdme itself approves of the sentence and expresses a hope that 

the Manipur State will not be annexed to the British territories but will be made 


over to the ex-Mahäräja or one of his brothers under the strong control of the 
British Government. } 


46. The Dude Prakdsh (18), in its issue of the 18th August, writes :— 
the charge of war against the Queen-Empress, the Govern- 
ment of India have very fp y held that the Regent and all the rest were 
mere tools in the hands of the Jubr4j, Sent pati, who was also the real author of 
the bloodless revolution at Manipur in September last year. As regards the 
massacre of the British officers on the shoul- 
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REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BERA’R, FOR THE 
WEEK ENDING 15rn AUGUST 1891. 
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The Vaidards (Y, in its issue of the 8th August, writes: We te 

Sir Dennis Fitzpatrick on his selection by the ae 
of the selection for the Lieutenant-Governorship of the Panjé4b. No 
of Sir Dennis Fi by other nomination could have met with equal approval 


the Viceroy for the Lieute- 

sents in all quarters. One of the ablest of 

Pai? ~~ “* trators, Sir Dennis is particularly noted for his solici- 
tude to do justice to all and act fairly towards all with 

whom he is brought in contact. ; His strength of character and scrupulous fairness 

have enabled him to avoid the snares and pitfalls which beset the path of those 

who have worked as political officers in a like Hyderabad. It is not 

— who will be his successor, but Mr. ham was talked of at one 
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G. M. SA’‘THE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
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a characteristic weakness that nothing but distrust and 

We need not assure the British Government that a crest-fallen, mild and * 
5 like the Indian nation, that has passed through successive sovereignties of 
erent despotiv denominations, and ultimately has come under the s of a 
ust and benign Government, must be and actually is loyal to the bone. 


8. The Hindi Punch (100), in its issue of the 16th August, writes to 
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grep tinge tag seaman pan By egg „ and, 
all, the action of his Government against the Indian , re- 
of the „ has made him most obnoxious. We fear that if 
continues, it result not le miserable but 
Government. P seem to look upon 

uct of Government on account of its strictness, and in order to 
their discontent they have begun to have recourse to unconstitutional 
the recent disturbance at Benares. We wish that His Excel- 


change his policy in the interests of both the 
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Spectator (2), in its issue of the 16th A writes :— 
We notice that two or three of our Native contempora- 


been discussing the recent a 

. Van der Straaten, Let the — 
Causes Court, to the Fifth Judgeship of the 
Court. Now, for aught we know, that lucky 
or may not have in him the germs of turning out a good Judge 
in the na course of events. He may be a very able man. He may have 
conducted his duties as a Registrar of the Court with poe Se ote But 
the question is whether such qualifications are sufficient fora Judge. We should 
like to understand the principle on which the appointment is made. If Mr. 
Van der Straaten could be pitchforked into the position of a Judge, we do not 
see why Government not appoint Mr. Watkins, who is a Registrar in the 
local High Court, to an acting appointment on the bench of the High Court till 
Mr. Justice Bayley returns from furlough. What is more pertinent, again, to 
inquire is w the Bombay Government cared to look into the several 
applications for Small Cause Court Judgeships, which have been pigeon-holed in 
some dark recesses of the Judicial Department of the Secretariat. Are there or 
are there not among those applicants qualified and com t persons who have 
filled judicial offices before and who could have more fittingly been selected ? 
And have or have they not a prior and juster claim to the acting appointment 
than Mr. Van der Straaten? We think we can safely say that there are such 
applicants, and that any one of them could have been fairly selected if the 
overnment had been above perpetrating a job. As an instance, we may 
mention the name of the Assistant Prothonotary to the High Court. Apart 
from his position as a barrister, he has more than once acted as a Judge. Some 
years ago he sat on the bench of the Ahmedabad Small Causes Court for nine 
months. At another time, only recently, he acted as Fourth Judge of the local 
Court. How is it that the claims of such a qualified person were ignored ? 
Similarly there are half a dozen other names which we could give. Any one of 
those persons might have been fittingly employed as Fifth Judge, even — 
rarily, if the authorities had so chosen. t there is a strange perversity 
of late in the local judicial appointments which it is amasing to account for, 

save on the assumption of patronage abused. That is all we can say. 


19. In alluding to the powers of a First Class Magistrate recently conferred 
on Rao Siheb Kirpdshankar dn, tdir 


aner of of Anand, the Praja Mat (117), in its issue of the 15th 


who is new in the office. But it seems that either Mr 
attention to his work on account of 
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Hindu religion and a hedge. P 
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. that Christianity has very little influence in civilized countries 
in the nineteenth century, missionaries are resorting to barbarous African and 
other countries for the propagation of istianity. Is it possible that 

PPP the beliefs of the Hindus will 
make them believe that Christ is the son of God? Are all the at one on 
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husband he becomes red hot with a pair 
to perdition. Such is the mercy the justice of the Father in 
t it is objected to this that the curse is not for tasting the forbidden 
fruit but for disobedience, how can he be called just who for the fault of one 
his offspring? Look also at the absurd and amusing ideas about the 
antiquity of the universe and its creation. First there was darkness every- 
where and God said Let there be light and there was light. Then He created 
the world in six days and took rest on the seventh. God took rest like men after 
six days’ work |! U any enlightened ew believe such stories now that a 
number of 2 are renouncing Christianity? The Daydnodaya must 
remember that Hindus can ridicule Christianity just as the Christians ridicule 
the Hindu religion. We are firmly of opinion that no people should laugh at 
others for their religious beliefs, because every religion is more or less faulty. 
The Dnysinodaya should not, therefore, find faults with the Hindu religion, and if 

it disregards this warning we shall have to return tit for tat.“ 
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have held golden silence instead of vehemently opposing those who knew a good 
deal about boilers and engines. It is to be regretted that he ignored the opinions 
of experts. The attitude and utterances of the honourable member come on the 
impartial public as a disagreeable surprise. If legislation is to be carried out in 
the spirit and tone displayed by him last Monday, then the sooner the Council 
is shut up the better. The incident has afforded the latest exemplification of 
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universal knowledge and wisdom, and a large majority to endorse such 
arrogance and ignorance. We are, indeed, pained to have to say so much on 
the attitude of Sir Raymond West. He was expected to increase the usefulness 


00 ual 
EI — of State for India. The matter ought 
not to be allowed to rest here; nor should the honourable mover be allowed to 
have the last word. 


W. The Kaiser-i-Hind (87), in its issue of the 16th August, writes :—The 
New Boilers’ Inapection Bill has now into law, though it isa question 
it ought not to be challenged. We think the Mill-ownere’ Association 
strong reasons in their favour for 
Excellency the Viceroy in 
retention 


Fark 
Tue 
sit 
al 


if 
J 


! 


re 
8 
FE 
11 


J 
Ke 


110 


oom 

and 0 perts 

3 to shift the burden of inconsistency 
of the honourable members who o 


of sophistry in matters ve ; 
ip ner practical 1 And as to the f 
ymond West’s knowledge of boilers was 
an embodiment of universal know ) as that 
ignored them! No wonder that he 
yay ey oracle * the —, Verily, 
a boiling point history our inistration w 
could talk of Some chasin anh boilers as if he had been con 
all his life with the nt of boilers and engines. After this it 
— if 1c with Brigadier 
for the com of the Bombay brigade! Altogether, the debate has 
most unpleasant impression on the public mind. The 
Government to cling to its own preconceived opinions and violen 
as in fact Sir Raymond did, all reasonable and fair arguments put f 
. — was quite obvious. This kind of attitude on the part of 
of Government in the House of Commons might have brought about 
tion. But we suppose anything and every could be tolerated 
where the mediocrities of the administration resent ability and are 
enough to glory in their own farthing rushlight. 


Part ITI.— Municipalities. 


96. The Bombay Samdchdr (05), in ite uo of tho 21st August, says 
over 


77 
K 


4 
J 


ebf 


kg 


bay 

Bom 

mented upon. tening the Corpora 

clause if any un is shown by 
the latter to receive the burden. This mes the fear the Muna 

being asked sooner or later to take over the expenditure of the courts 
and as well, and a commencement was made in this 


it 
Hub 


iH 


i 


we ir 
1. 3 ul 114 
1 5 


ball qi 


sass 


question by 


writes :—The Gov 


FATT aio ear HF 


7 
ae LETS J 495 7 


pees 
hospital 

It has 

diseases. 


bho 
2 nections 


: ru 
it on the infectious 


ti 
CASES 
the 
to 


(14), in its iesue of the 17th A 


l and 
4. — 
u 

and 


| 
: 
: 


a Ne 

thorn 
oore a 

in it, 

poration dem 


1115 3 
237 2 
Iii 


hei 
the au 


Fg om is determined to make itself 


ernment of 


il: 
112 8 ae 


to 
the bludgeon 
28. The Indu Prakdeh 


= cleee thelr a 
men 

Valen. he Cos 
and thus corres 


1 


ATS LATE Le 


THULE pres 117270 MH I 125 ieee 


ff 1225 
10 113 1 Ain 


a 23 =a g 33 1523 


7 711 
t 
Ath E 


17 171 
e ia 


1227115 i 1 


n fic ah i HEE 100 l 0 


Be 


1 
1 % 
11 


9 
= 


its duty by its ci 


but firm voice that the „ 


udgeon 


and sit in j 


ishly declined to place 
2 1 


adequate receipts whereby 
doing 


y 


at the same time, left no 
ion will not have the 


contributions. The “ bl 


flagrant violation of the — 1 — ot and 


act arbitraril 


in 


Government of India, and, 
5 


Corporatio 
| ee ee 


so forth 


it has now threatened 


of the 


of 


the 
ile on the burden of volun 


8 


y by wi 


the 


t has 


= 


which has shown of 


and recede with 


ult its own dignit 


8 
P 


1 
at the hands of the Secretary of 
issue of the 16th A 


7 local 
had to 
The Kaiser Nad 


1 


the hostile attit 


(87), in its 
to have to observe 


1 FL 


1 


if ih 


11117 
anit: 


iI 


0 12 1 0 Wid 1 
55 


1 i l 


radia" 


0 
e 110 if 


present Ad- 
Ripe 
pro- 
Kat. 
which 


sere iin 
HE 1 


* 
was 
ts 


writes :—Itis a 


is, however, 
A Be gga 
quarrels and the 
of the 


bered 


25 + ii 727 


pality 


i gl liegt 


y 


Poona Munici , 
22 N and 
Let it remember ita 


Slate 
The op 


(87), in its issue of the 16th A 


to have to observe the hostile atti 
of facta and 


its 


i 
i 
125 


P 


be the 


u 


nicipal Corporation. 
— — — mi 


But that masterful 


to 


Dispensary 
diamond 


will consult its own 


taken 
the 
ble 


Mu 
y 


14. 
2 


hands of the Secretary of 


. 
= 


Bom 


eee 
«soll dei 
such remar 


= 44 


2 


Secretary is on the war 


ried Ue wrath af nt 
— Gorenen 


142 3 ig 


1 fl % 


2 
174125 
115 nt 


a 


1 1111171 ait 0 i R 1 Hit 
0 ti 


ll 


Ss 
=, 
J 
> 
— 
— 


11 : Pat 121 tt 
lili 1 Hit 1 215 1 


( i 
11 f 
HE, 


cet Sane tae 


ts in 
tin 


¥ 00 
3X not 8 


reg cog cage ay 
m 


rr. 
del Aget 


Vv 


ter li 
0 
mere puppe 
ment of I 
press 


— 
1 


the 
Me 


of 


in Native 


5 
11 
8 
2 


a 
5s 
i 
3 
115 
314 


Political Agents wit 


83. The Indu Prakdeh (14), in its 


e alt 


brothers 
In the 
during 


11 e . i e 5 
TEE 11477 . . 271 i 1 . b 


72122 
85 


writes.:— We are 


and his 
= 


3S 


pon the t 
for life and 
been commuted to 


of — 
the sentence has 


tence 
to 
actors 


< 
g 
2 
V 
i 
3 
2 


i Ht 22145 11 117 
1 EI aa 


i 247 15 Hr gs i 8275 
14 7 
4 Hie 1 Gi 


fil 


5 14 
i | 1% 
IF. 1 


t 


ia, no doubt, noble-minded 


preregation 
wea ie, BO 
— 


and we ‘are sorry for the fate of the 
Mitra ( 
sentence 


ir 


e 


of death to one of 


Regent and his youngest brother 
ve been bered that they 
t on record 


a4! no 


1111213 11 ii uu 


ait i Hag + iL i ae 1377 


15 110 1171 
aa tee Hl Tl i 0 12 5 N 


111 E 

1 i 11 if 70 

117 
meee ae 11 : 
e 1 0 % 10 <3 
5 > sage 3 
15 al 11 
arabs e 3 ig 112 : 13 
H le % 
ee, Ht 
: Hd R 
iy > 1111155 1123 yor 1 0 HE 4 Ay r 


1 pire ell 


al iek 


b a 


HH 


a 1 2H 
10 aL 
iit Wan- U ih Le gual 


f 
1. 
＋ 
i 
58 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 
O 


or”, 


INDEX. 
(Por the week ending 28nd Aas 1991.) 


pnt L—=Polities and the Public Admintetration—~ Pegs. 


Paar I1.—Legislation—- 
Boiler Inspection Bill: Sir Raymond West and the new — in the Bom- 


wann 


g | 
pproval of the sentence passed on the — eee eee 
1 — yt Government of India 
Ahmedabad Times | eee ee ee8 24 


INDEX. 
(Por the week ending 22nd August 18991.) 


past L—Politice and the Public Administration— 


Native Opinion 
Bombay ne 12 — Sa 
man in 


1 4 Comments om the address of Sir J. Gorst, Under 
State for India, at the — 


the manner in which the — is assessed 


sth appeal sie the stanton a — 


ar. m Tho death of child by — eoibed tthe present vu of the 
Government 


Part III Mun ioipal it iss 


Bombay: The conduct of the — Government with the — Municipality 
commented upon ; 


M 


: 
val of the sentence passed on the — eee eee 
Condamation of the ee Government of India 
on the — princes : 


Ahmedabad Times 
The 
The 


Pas? 1V.—Native Stateo—ocontinued. 


Manipur (continued) : 


the Pinjrapol 


eee 
e 
eee 


passed by the Government of Indie 


Mitra 
shehhu 


! 
f 
F 


Btates: Disapproval of the order controlling 


IE fee on 


Administrator 


The # 0 
The Indu Prabdeh 
Grievances of the people in the — State 


in 


223 
Cannot a Native Chief 
by 


Condemnation of the sentences 
The 

Porbandar : 
A 


(CONFIDENTIAL. } 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN BERA’R, FOR THE 
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1. The Berdr Samdchdr (3), in its issue of the 17th August, writes: 


We have now without option to bow down to 
Remarks on the decision 
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on the Maniper Princes. 
firmly of opinion 
in the internal dissensions of the Manipur State. Their interposition was, besides, 
e It was inopportune because the Mahdrdja in 
was let alone to brood over the wrongs done him by his brothers. It was 
uncalled for because there iled afterwards and . Mr. Quinton’s 
> he coon Sen The darbar was 
prison the Senf pati in his own palace. The trial for the 
bloodshed that followed in the d attempt of the Sena pati to defend his 
from de was of nature of a military court guided by the 
ws of civil justice. The Court was presided over by a J who under- 
stood justice from war affairs and learnt bravery from judi 1 
Besides, the Manipur princes were not better than dead creatures. We craved for 
their lives being spared because we thought that no such tragedy was necessary 
Sec en nal ote Un a ute occupation of that State by the 
army. 


2. The same newspaper writes :—The Mani wry’ be not without its 
: prudential considerations we say that the Manipur princes 
ment meted to them. There are few Native States left 
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14. The SudAdrak (18), in its issue of the 24th August, writes: — The 
Stateeman learns on “ ex t authority that if Government are able to get 
@ conviction in the jcase two or three other Native papers “are 

down on the list for criminal ution.” We are for His 
Excellency Lord Lansdowne, if this be His Lordship came t us 
renne lish Li and with the 
prestige of Liberal traditions. It be a sad commentary on the reputation 
that he thus brought with him, if he were to leave the shores of as a 
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15. The Svadesh Bande (129), in its issue of the 26th August, observes :— 
The so-called seditious writings of the Bangadasi do not seem to be fraught with 


danger at all. Even a child knows that the subjects of other sovereigns do not 
4 ple of India derive 


pts are being made 
in thet arbitrary aml e acta, 
eee oe af E. pular. The 


10. The NydyadereAad (116), 
British Government is 1 

t will 
thing for 


weak 


7 1 e IE 1 il 11 32 ne 11 1 


HE 
125 


lim 


: 3142 
Haga 


1237 
2 31 8 
ai 
17111 
523 


fg 
ue 


if 


ail: 


ef: 
i 


213 


posed 


which are wi 


unsol 


solution, and the 
age 


ig 
reports and o 
is based have 


161 f 


b 


42 
344211272243 


writes: — The Raja bai Tower 


t. 
whether an 


tati 


y 


tof that Government has not 
pect that 


n early date. 


„ ex 


Govern 


the 
y 
uo 


the Bomba 
blic in several matters. The 


ce the cond 


b 


given to mial 
ven 


te 
t laid before them, 


w 
will be 
matter 


to the pu 


2 


13 


will be taken by the committee 


ren ig | 


in the 
ence 


— 
e blot 


the bl 


in a wron 


hat 
si] 
has been left 
ublic has not 


blic is sure to be 


pu 


y further 
conclusion tha 
the Bombay public 
t thing that the 
Government me 
t to remove 


ugus 


a ta as to 


Committee held a consultation 


tion in which 


itis 


Kb. 


t re 


; but 


position, and not 


same, in its issue of the 26th A 


p Arad pet egg, 


22. The 


Tragedy 


matter should be taken or not, and has arrived at the 


cannot be well held over the 


. The Jdme Jamehed 


gratified to learn tha 
Vindicate the public. 


ery 


as: 
ustice to 
with the 


w the hint 
done in the heat v 
part in raising subscriptions 


no connection whatever 


e secret. Todo 
that Government should have arrived 


is — 

vulging 

u in the performance of of ite 
that the documents on which the 144 

the Mjabai Tower tragedy on one- 


We will, however, 
ve 


in its issue of the 24th A 


UF 
poin 
some 


much risk in 


therein 
{other coum 


ting 
f 
ha 
that we took no 
| 
and 
matter like 


(8 

* 
or in 
at 


ttees, 


well state that we 


the 


fall 


- — 
i 2111 


The reply of Go t is 
for 
and 


fi, 177 q Hut paps iy 
. | Hi 11 1 17 lily 


ATL a 


egen at" Howe 


1 
a 


86) of Ahmedabad, in its issue 
— — proves 


=. 


ihe 


te 
is n 
of the same date. } 
20. The HitechchAw 


PETER Ue 
e 


8 3332 


Remarks on the 


1714 1.74727 Handi 
1 tle Fat 


82 


meantime request the Reporter 


the 


of 


in its issue of the 26th August, 


and 
but in 


9 ALA AL 
14 415 int : : 
HE : 1 i THE 1 00 


HTH 


the abject, 
the Kaira 


on 
sae Metive Fuses 10 bene 


Government 


5 
<5 
iat 


1 K te 


pegs 


* 


44115 


11121110 


iy 


Hj aetetay 


ye aa | 


11 


eat 1 


1 


ate 


Gazette descri 


in its issue of the 28rd A 


15 1 11 


nat 11127 


tif 


25 


li 1 


227215 


98rd A writes : 
Carport an 


ita iesue of the 
Municipal 
Wu, 
the 


Pant III.— Municipalities. 
2), in 
he 


F 


2 
1 


ol 


87. The Indian Spectator ( 
that 
and 


expresses similar sentiments. } 


lads who — 


Hi 5 


11175 Kine 
l HE 1 eld OE 
1 HH 10 fete 11 f i 
4173215 I 1 
ij 


— 


11 
1 
l § 
E 3 
42 


14415 J 
e 115 1 1 f 111 10 0 


89. The Scadesh Bande (129), in its issue of the 19th August, 
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their having murdered any of the 142 Moreover, this is 

the first instance under the British administration in which a Native prince has 
been executed, and the Jubräj, it seems, has been punished because he was 
powerful and able. If Parliament had been sitting at this time, we believe it 
would have interfered in the matter and the Jubrdéj would not have been 
executed. The Viceroy will have probably to give an explanation of his o 
duct on the re-opening of Parliament, but, in the meantime, we request the 
English public to keep an eye over the Indian administration, because if the 
nee ae continues it will not be conducive to the interests of the British 
administration. 


40. The Madrdtia (5), in its issue of the 28rd August, writes: — Jubrij is 
hanged and the Manipur prince is transported. 80 
Lord Lanadowne's alleged there is little use in disvussing the principles on which 


State >> Boon sa Bi Mr. Manmohan’s note is founded. But there are 


fate of the Manipur princea Certain facts which may still require some explanation, 


and one of them is that His Excellency Lord Lan 
downe offered to resign in case the sentence passed on Jubraj by 8 
news 


ecutive Council regarding Send 
reservedly resign.” Extract from 


uis of Lansdowne.’ This, 
Lanadowne alone 
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ey t; and those who have hitherto 
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The Shri Siddhesh var eee eee 
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„ Brdhma Patrika ... 
Ratnaprakdsh Ratldm 


— 
8 


Undo. 


The Akhbdre Ratan Prakdsh — 
Charkhdri Akhbdr one 

Dhar State Gazette sais 10 
Eh-ti-ahamu!l Akhbär Jhowra .. 
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ern, Mana‘ta! anv Hino, 
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Nellen, Mana rut aud Guiaka'ti. 


The Baroda Vata me oe 
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Part I.—Politice and the Public Administration. 


1. The Chanddmehw (25), in its issue of the 80th August, observes :— 


‘Everybody knows from past that the present 


condition 
1 rulers of India first came to country profess- 


for commercial purposes, and: ha 
ee LNA — 


ory over it and eg 
to their 


annexed 


earth and 
default of 
This course ha 
ts 
uite im All 
from great Princes, Réo Bahddurs and Ro downwards are like pu 
in their hands and the country has lost all its trades and industries. In 
cumstances what is it, if not foolish, for the people to be off their 
boastfully in foreign to litigate for trifling and unprofita 
spend money in carrying them through three Courts of justice in 
to write or prattle nonsense with a consciousness of fancied learning acq 
ing through examinations the standards of which are changed from 
time as if to amuse children, to be contented with their nt condition 
make absurd or no efforts to ameliorate it? The whole responsibility of 


state of things rests on the so-called educated and higher classes, and if 
not benefit themselves even by doing such a simple thing as making up their 


minds to abstain from using foreign piece-goods, what chance is there of their 
securing political rights for — ? 
2. The Indu Prakdeh (14), in its issue of the 31st August, says that if, as 
would seem from large portions of the newspapers being 
A saggestion for a more devoted at present to the discussion of matters 
— sca taining to the games of cricket, lawntennis, &c., there is 
nothing more serious to engage the attention of Provin- 
cial Governors, it is very desirable that there should be only one Governor appoint- 
edfor the whole of India, the Presidential Governors being replaced by so many 
Lieutenant-Governors on lower salaries, but that there is very little chance of this 
economical arrangement being adopted. [The Prabsdkar (16) also, in its issue of 
the 8rd September, asks why the Governor of Bombay should have a salary of 
Rs. 10,000 if he has nothing more important to do than play cricket and give 
balls and dances, as would appear from the course followed by His Excellenvy 
Lord Harris.) 
3. The Pdrei Tikdkdr (117), in its issue of the 1st September, observes :— 
ie eee His Excellency Lord Harris has thoroughly fulfilled 
His — Pp es all the expectations formed of him, and we do not 
. think that any of his predecessors has been so clever. 
His Excellency is a skilled hand at cricket and is ready to give parties and 
entertainments in his leisure hours and to encourage Lady Harris in her pur 
parties. He always keepa his Secretaries engaged in active work. His recent 
conduct anent the Räjabui Tower tragedy has also shown his zeal to attend to 
public r His Excellency has undertaken the difficult task of a 
trip to Simla and would make a capital Governor wherever he might go, and if 
about four such Governors were appointed to the country it wo 


ly fortunate and us. ce his ap 
a eo 

won a opi 
from his seat at r ‘i t, and at 
Sen eon tame of ellen hi paliag will probably make am 20 poplar Dat 
will be r by the Natives as a god. His indefatigable energy 
however, tell on his health and other noblemen will be prevented from 


the Governor's post. We therefore recommend that the sooner he returns 
his native country the better. 


CON 783—2 


J 


III 


2 ee 
11111 


7 


they are 
acme of perfection in regard to administrative talent. 
revenue service is par excellence an embodiment 
it is not a matter for surprise that under his auspices 


n for that service the exclusive pri of occupying 


revenue service at the expense of the j 
upon the latter. Such an injustice the public, if it has any 
ce, must not allow to be perpetrated. For one ve 


8 — our faith in the solid 
common sense of British statesmen will be greatly en. Nothing, however 
gross and palpably wrong, may then be impossible to be — vided 
it has strong interest to back it up. e cannot imagine to ourselves the 
on which the exclusion of the judivial service from a in the Exe- 
cutive Council could be justified. In our judgment every possible consideration 
of justice, ex pedienc „ efficiency of services, interest of inistration, all point 
to the selection of the best men from both the chief administrative services as 
the most proper arrangement. 


5. The Gujardé * (83), in its issue of the 30th August, writes :— 
hat with the scarcity of water in the wells, the bad 
the n poe tour it condition of the crops and the want of fodder for the 
28228 cattle, the prospects in the Cuddapah district, where Lord 
Wenlock ia touring at present, must be very gloomy 
and threatening. It would seem that His Lordship was asked to Government 
grain depdts in the district and to throw open the forests to the cattle which 
were dying for want of fodder, as also to make some facilities for cutting 
firewood from them, and his reply must have chilled the hopes of his hearers. 
He said that those that had not sufficient food must resort to the works or the 
relief kitchens started for their benefit. A Government that shows itself 9% 
anxious to 3 human suffering by such benevolent measures as relief 
works and kitchens, which Hindus on account of their innate prejudices do not 
take advantage of, is wanting in the power of adapting its measures to the 
needs of the generality of the people. The law of supply and demand which Lord 
Wenlock gave as a ground net not opening grain depdts must be 
for the time being. The ties for cutting flre wood and getting fodder 
be made so great as to leave no cause for complaint. His Excellency said that 
licenses for cutting firewood could not possibly be given free of charge. How 
I of the forests would be a source of greater trouble and loss to 
the nye diffloult to understand. Indeed, there is a plausible argument. It # 
that if the foresta were thrown open inferior cattle would eat away what 
r which now there on ent of a emall f. 
o one would consider such an argument very sound. The Go 


their opinion, but 
erred that he himself was for acquittal, although 
him was that in the case of that kind he would not convict 


than the Chief Justice of 
, the result of this failure will not gi 

to a greater stringency in the law. It is broadly hinted in some quarters that the 
present on was meant to be a test case, to see how far Section 124A of 
the Indian Penal Code answered the Government’s expectations. We hope 
suggestion is incorrect, as it cannot redound to the credit of the Government that 
they should have undertaken the prosecution by way of an experiment to 

persons on trial for sedition. Not to speak of the ruinous cost of the defence, 
the loss of peace of mind and reputation to the individual concerned is an ex- 
cessively heavy price to pay for even the pleasure of the Government. We think 
the law is quite sufficient, only the choice of the Government in enforcing it 
was unfortunate. As we have said before, however rabid the writing, it was 
impolitic for Government to ute the writer for sedition, especially 
when the writing was published in the name of religion at a time of religious 
frenzy, and when a long time had elapsed since it was written. It has long been 
forgotten, and Government has only — it into prominence by raking it 
> 2 oem prosecution. Let us hope better counsels will prevail as regards 

re- trial. 


7. The pr (84), in its issue of the 30th August, writes :—The pro- 
secution of the Bangabasi, if regard be had to the events which have marked the 
oe of this unlucky year, must be pronounced to be extremely impolitic. 

t only shows once more that the country has at this moment neither a Ripon 
nor a Canning to direct the ship of State. Even during the troblous times of the 
mutiny Lord Canning showed an amount of forbearance which is beyond the 
conception of the men who now asstatesmen. Sir Charles Elliot asked the 

ple under his sway the other day to bury the hatchet, and is this the manner 

u which Government are going to act their part? Even those who sup 
Government will now pause to consider whether the latter have done well in no- 

the comments proceeding from a heated imagination, when they themselves 
have had to auffer as much at the hands of the opponents of the Age of Consent Bill. 
The path of reform is not strewn with roses, and opposition was not wholly un- 
expected. The best way to convince the country of the sincerity of their belief in the 
— the measure oe had 2 was to ignore ay oe — 

wever or hostile, controversy was being ually forgo u 

Government ha ve unearthed the articles af the pe Mtr which would never 
have been read throughout the country but for this prosecution. Rightly 
or 7 the country as a whole did believe, with the exception of the select 
— the educated community, that the Bill was fraught with mischief. 

now not a few honestly believe, however unfounded 1 r might 
be, that the Act was forced upon them against their will and that It would destroy 
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disclaiming of the 
news for sedition, the Jaume Jamshed (87), in its issue of the lst 
: Member’s e case of much of the 


i 


nishment, and never think of cu 
the entire press for the faults of a few delinquents. The 
authorities need entertain no fear of evil effects arising from the * a 
public from of the class of the Bangabasi, because they 
thei acts and not from what appears in 11, f due en- 
iven to the respectable portion of the vernacular press and 
— KX en of the writings appearing in it, the disrespectable and 
scurrilous portion of the press will soon go out of existence. 


9. The Rdet Goftdir (89), in its issue of the 30th August, says :—The pro- 
secution of the Ban 2 charge of sedition has so far come to naught. 
The jury could not be unanimous. Seven of the jurymen were for conviction 
and two for acquittal. The Chief Justice, Sir Comer Petheram, who 
the Caloutta Sessions, might have accepted the verdict of the ma 1 . » but evi- 
dently the verdict of the majority did not coincide with his own view of 2 = 
ap will, therefore, be a re-trial of the conductors of the journal. 

t pity. Ina State ution of this nature it is due to the * 
ty of Government that they should be perfectly sure of their 
It has been stated that this case has been taken up as 
a 3 case, in order to see whether Section 124A of the Penal Code covers cases 
of sedition, Though this is the report, we should be very unwilling to credit 
Government with such a silly blunder; for they ought to be able to perceive 
that the discredit and humiliation of failure would be a heavy . to pay for 
. plicability of a certain section of the Penal Code. Among 
acquittal of the accused would create an impression that —— 
had set wels mighty machinery in motion in order to smother down free and 
independent criticism of their actions; that they had failed to accom 
— oq their own Court of law, presided 
— I raped — 41 themselves, 
©; tha 


e down 
oe) · [ aloudy foiled 1 
action. The ignorant mass will be taught to believe all this this, a 
will wear the crown of martyrdom. Irn 
— Ne See weal Oe gaa oes, who fought, and successfully, 
werful unrighteousness, Failure in such a State prosecution 
i." We hope Goverameat have fully weighed ihe Sete 


still. We hope Government have th uences of failure 
142 —— was intro - 
duced in the Penal Code. 


before instituting these proceedings f 

10. The same newspaper writes:—We have not the test pathy 
with the blatant and jevous nonsense of publications of the 1. 
type. What is most to be deplored is that people in India should be credulow 
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11. I (92, in its issue of 
observes :— majority of the jury were against 
considerate of the Honourable Chief Justice to have 
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next sessions. Of the three charges originally brought 
7 aning of the trial, while the 
ily ; regret that the expenses 
per have been in vain and that they will have again 
resent prosecution has been taken 
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check such writings or whether it requires to be amend 

been unjustifiably made a victim of such a notion, and if 
result of the High Court trial, then the paper will be ruined, and ev 
the event of acquittal it will suffer pecuniarily and will have to remain in 
foratime. We are sorry that Government have been misguided in taking this 
obj ble action and that some Native newspapers have joined the Anglo- 


jan press in upholding it. 


12. The Rdjyabdakta (119), in its issue of the Ist September, observes 
that the Chief Justice of Calcutta has done well in not accepting the verdict 
of the majority of the jury and recommends Government to withdraw the prose- 
cution and merely give a warning to the Lungabasi. It adds that in 1857 
Government took similar measures to stop the publication of the Friend of 
Jadia after warning it three times without any effect, and that then, too, the 
matter was amicably settled.—The Hitechchhu (86) of Ahmedabad, in its issue 
of the 3rd September, ex similar sentiments and observes :—If Govern- 
ment amend Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code on failure to bring the 
charge of sedition home to the Bangebasi, it will strike terror in the Native 
and preclude it from speaking its mind out, the consequences of which will be 
unfavourable to Government, which mut always bear in mind that those are the 
real well-wishers of the State who, like the late Ram Shastri (who flourished in 
the time of Bajirdo II), speak out the truth, while those who cajole Government 
with sweet words must be considered the enemies of the State. 


18. The Shré Shed (66), in its issue of the 28th August, says :—Even 
supposing that the — brought by Government against the Bangabasi 
newspaper are well founded, the authorities ought to have vonsidered that the 

per has rendered them a valuable service. As a thermometer shows the 
egree of heat in the atmosphere, so the writings like those of the Bangabasi 
show — the disposition of the people towards Government. The 
Banya ‘has 20,000 subscribers and is probably read by five times as many 
people; but not a single reader was excited against Government. This « 

ves the extreme devotion of the people to Government and justifies the request 

t Government officers should not commit the folly of persecu the poor 
newspapers. It would have been necessary for Government to the news. 
De had there been any chance of such 

tings ever exciting the people ; but if the real state of things is otherwise, 
we do not know wha there is in prosecuting them. 
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15. The Kaieer-i-Hind (88), in its issue of the 30th A 
3 halal + gd fe decreas cgay ony 
e Réja ower tragedy. Government 
the 2nd Di between 
theory and another. It disbelieves in the h 
of accident, so absurdly by the J 
now tries to throw covert hints that it may be 
We are indeed sorry that Government should have even hinted at 
y adequate foundation for it. If it has, why does it 
about it? In the way that it has hinted at it in the resolution, it 
simple wantonness. It has added “ insult to injury,” as v 


ery pro 
written by the * but indignant, husband of the 
what 


rounds does the Government believe that 
there may have been suicide? This alone, that in the secret recesses of the bureau 
of the Judicial there lies a report of the police which, if laid 


n 
is, we 


the 
the dailies of Friday last. 


unfold the tale. If so, we openly challenge the Government to lay it rm 
let it vindicate its insinuation. The report may be a privileged communication ; 


but, after all, it is a one-sided report of policemen whose conduct of the inquiry 
has not given public satisfaction. If the two sides are to be heard, then in the 
interest of truth, justiceand morality as well as in the interests of the purity of the 
administration itself, the Government is bound in all honour to publish that 
report. Let its contents be known wrbe ef orbis, so that if there be a spark of 
truth in it we may afterwards diminish our heads, sit on the stool of 
and cry i. Until that is done, we — the outrageous insinuation 
which a misguided Government has been led into making, but which it had no 
business to make. It is of no use having anything more to do with the local 
Government. We would advise the Tower Committee that it would best consult 
its self- and dignity by no more entering into correspondence with 
the authorities here. It a truce is to be proclaimed, let it drop all further ideas 
of communication with them. Let it carry on its battle at Westminster. 
We know what may be the ultimate reply from the of State himself. 
But, all the same, let us once for all put in black and whito the whole case and 


tear to picces, point by point, every argument urged by the Government and its 
acreaming apologists in the press. We shall have then amply vindicated our 


selves. |The Satyavakia (122) and the cures even | 1), in their issues of 
the 29th A ind ( 


ugust, the Gujarité (84) and the Mudus du (108), in their issues of 
the 30th A 


st, and the Padres Tikdkdir (117), in its issue of the let September, 
express similar sentiments. | 


10. The Indian Spectator (2), in its issue of the 380th August, writes :— 
The half-hearted nature of the mae into the conduct of the — and the 
ciroumstances connected with the Räjäbai Tower tragedy must have prepared 
the public for the cold reply which the Government gave to the second memorial 
of committee formed in connection with the tragic event. We are not 


disposed to se the fact that the reply will aggravate, instead of allaying, 
the alarm and indi ton of the people rand All tives with Sour an ta tha 
of their life and liberty and the prestrvation of the purity and chastity of 


homes. It is true that this was an ) case, but have the Government 
eatiafied themselves that they have taken sufficient care and precaution to detect 


* 
Mr. Framrosze—was it a conspira 
thirsting for the conviction and blood of an man 


of t to base the supposition of suivide as a 


ST eee eee tn ae 
leged domestic unhappiness. In fact, the ill-mannered enqui 
heresy in this regard have been so 
that it surprises us to see Government upholding this discredited 
i Al a particular aspect of the case may commend 
Government, and ng it in that light they may pro shelve all enquiry 
we are free to record that a crime, and nothing but a crime 


17. The Rdet Goftdr (89), in its issue of the 30th August, : 
reply of Government to the brief note addressed to them on behalf of the memo- 
rialists on the Raja bai Tower tragedy is nope disappointing. What even to 
them was a dark mystery before the trial of Mänekji Asläji is, now that the 
trial is over, no ra mystery to them. They have been supplied with confiden- 
tial reports from the Commissioner of Police, the Judge who presided at the trial, 
and the law officers of the Crown, and these reports lead them to the belief that 
the poor girls were not victims of outrage, but had gone up the tower with 
the deliberate pre-determination to commit suicide. So all the noise, excitement 
and indignation of a large portion of the public was simply a lamentable waste 
of . If these confidential documents are such as to throw a new light 
upon what has so long been a mystery, if they have at last — a clue to 
the , then there should be no delay whatever in publishing them, in 
order that the public too, groping hitherto in utter darkness, may revel in the 
light of truth and knowledge. Well may the unfortunate gentleman, who is 
the husband of one of the young ladies and the brother of the other, exclaim 
that “the cup of our misery has been embittered to the utmost by the Govern- 
ment reply, full of insinuations, entirely unwarranted by facts and by the evi- 
laid before the public.” Well may he exclaim that the cup of 
bitterness had been filled to the brim and was running over, for this final repl 
from Government is “the most unkindest cup of all.” To have made su 
insinuation publicly without strong and adequate grounds for it is an outrage 
upon the memory of the unfortunate ladies, which has added one more link to 
the long chain of miseries which hangs round the afflicted relatives of the dead. 
We need not repeat here the arguments which we have dwelt upon, to show that 
the acquittal of that man at a trial which, in itself, was so unique and singular, 
did not necessarily discredit the hypothesis of violenve, that the balance of 
probabilities are immensely in favour of this hypothesis, and we may add that 
nothing has since happened to shake the general belief that a foul crime has 
been committed, that the offenders are free and at large, and that justice remains 
unsatisfied. It was not without reason that the publiv had been aroused, angered 
and indignant. There is nothing to show that they have been mistaken in the 
view which they hold to be the most 2 It is therefore with much bitter 
ness of feeling and soreness of heart 
the final reply of Government. 


18. The Hindi Punch (107), in its issue of the 30th August, publishes a 
letter purporting to be written by Willee Warmer, Rag. Wr to Lord 
Punch, Serio-OCOmio Department, to Sir Jamsetji Jijibhoy, „.S. I., which 
runs as followe:—“ I am directed to acknowledge the reveipt of a letter, dated 
Sth August 1891, from yourself, Sir D. M. Petit, Bart., and the other princi 
members of the committee formed in connection with the Rajdbii Tower 
rl His Lordship of Frere Road, Bom ein the interests of justice and 

Pp 


t they have reveived what appears to be 


to take such steps in the matter the tower mystery as to His 
may seem proper for its elucidation.’ With a pertinacity which, 
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significant nail-marks 
othing and early confessions) are not substantial in- 
violence, what else can be in a case where the victims are silenced 
ever and those speak? Is it, then, on such slender founda. 
you build your theory of ou and violence? I regret to say 
is limited human sagacity, , and His Lordship has onl 
entable short-sightedness. hat ‘sane’ man 


err 
iff 


air and as evanescent? And as for the nail-marks, do you 
been assured by the great physician attached to his staff that the 
bodies of those unfortunate girls were merely indentations due to 
the fall, though with the charming vagueness and inconsistency characteristic of 
all men of genius this same learned authority is constrained to admit that the 


marks in — may also be the result of an attempted outrage? Notwith- 
su 


vaguen tency, 
allow the evidence of his own physician to be outweig 
tions of a whole army of your Native doctors, even when backed by a medical 


tleman of the Coroner’s long and varied experience. The th of violence 
thus disposed of, to His Lordship’s and to every ‘one’ teats satisfac 


tion, if not to yours or your community’s (but that is no great matter), there 

remain the possibilities of accident and suicide, If the former were the cause 

of death, it cannot now he expected that the culars should become known, 
or 


or that any enqui 
bel ohn fe “4 


.* I 

even bein It it weren't for 

the s of which the assumption is sought to be forced upon 

public, His Lordship would be inclined to set it down as a 22 
spotless 


itself the 
not 


a heartlese joke, with which he would not condescend 
NT FETT mae Adee date — 
t we have been able with our human 
the and of the unfortunate 
oo nee Sas be no secret at 
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„ however elaborate ; and on unexplained 
1 really events of not infrequent 


other countries. this farrago of 
himself unable to concur 18 that the interests 


safety require the uppointment of a 

as you ask for, or that Pry re wn 41 to any 

; for commissions, after all, are composed only of human beings like our- 

whose sagacity and vision are necessarily limited. 11 
uestion of the conduct of the police. Your strong Ppre tion is 

to your settled conviction that a crime has been committed. But 

bring eyes, and you 

will prima fi been esta 
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given—a whic inary ike yours May a r fa success, 
but which 7 of no moment, when we take into — 42 the extra- 
ordinary bp oe of the lynx-eyed police! The fact is that you have been 
pen ; 


astray by your ignorance of the rules of evidence, and — 
inability to discover and appreciate at their proper value those beau 


‘touches of nature,’ which alone enable a man to detect the true from the false. 
As one result of this weakness, observe what an awkward position you have put 
yourselves into. While you are unable to swerve an inch, either this way or 
that, from the untenable position you have taken up, we, that is to say, His 
police and all other ‘sane* men, have had the advantage of | 

eory of suicide, for which no 

high and low 
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ul memorials for a calamity, 
' grievances dwindle into insi 


becoming too insufferably English, 
I am therefore directed to invite you over your grievances, 
faces even though be ted, to come and 
you like, with p. ne 
make merry over his weekly pages of frolic and fun. But i SS eae 
murder, 


bury yourselves in the solitude of your homes: there to chew 


mtent at your leisure and to fret your lives away in fruitless 
lamentations.” 


same newspaper gives a cartoon entitled “ The extinguisher at last ! 
the Fourth Act of the Tower Tragedy,” and the letter-press runs 
Bombay Government has refused in the interests of justice and 

take any steps for the elucidation of the tower — 1 2 Mr. 
arner, Secretary to Government, writes to Sir Jamsetji Jijibhoy, Sir 
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. M. Petit, Kasi Shähäbudin and others, that the mice acted with courage 


and with the best regard to justice and public safety, and that the Governor 
Council “ can find no prima facie case of negligence or ill-will established against 
the police force, nor does he perceive any grounds for acceding to your prayer 
for the appointment of a special inquiry.“ 


20. The Poona Vaibhav (56), in its issue of the 30th August, says :—We 
do not know how far the present refusal of the Bombay Government to make 
further enquiry into the Rajébai Tower tragedy is consistent with their former 
assurance of making an enquiry after the termination of the case against Manekji 
Aslaji, then pending in the Bombay High Court. It seems from the Govern- 
ment resolution that from the information supplied to Government they have 
vome to believe that there are some filthy things in the home life of the 
and the leaders of that community should also consider this matter. Although 
the Püreis belong to a different community they are included among Natives, and 
the resolution therefore casts blame upon all Natives. Mr. Malabari should 
go to England to agitate in this matter. Sir D. M. Petit and other Preis who 
are asking Government to make further enquiry into the matter should also ask 
them to state plainly the filthy things they have alluded to. Although we 
belong to two different castes we should join and make a common cause against 
a European third party when he raises his hand to strike us. 


AN. The Broach Samdeddr (98), in its issue of the 8rd September, ob- 
serves :— The Bombay Government seems to be a puppet in the bande of clever 
conjurers like Mr. Lee-Warner, as is evident from several recent Government 
despatches and the Rajdbdi Tower affair. The further 
ment on the subject simply adds to injury. 
throughout the 8 inquest and the trial 
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Samdokdr (96), in its issue of the 1st September, states: 


nn 2 with the reply received from the 


bai Tower tragedy. dal Tower 


or one of two ladies. It is also intended to submit a memorial to Parliament; 
and the reward will be soon ad vertised. 


24. The same J in its issue of the 2nd September, publishes the 
Ir © Rajdbdi Tower ö held on Monday 
the office of Messrs. Bhiishankar and Kanga, Albert Buil at which the 
above resolutions were . [The Jdme Jamshed (87) of the same date aleo 


states that these resolutions were passed, the sum of Rs. 10,000 being collected 
by the Jdme Jamehed Press towards the amount of the reward. | 


W. The Kaiser-i-/iind (88), in its issue of the 30th A writes :—It 
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even left them, the yd 


thus in a fix, as it were, there being 


tat 


fodder, added to that of corn and other provi 
ple, while Government are bent on exacting 
orext conservancy was said to be intended for securing a more p 
for other humane purposes, but now it has been turned into a 
revenue to Government and misery to the people. This state of 
vated by the absence of a remedy, because the very officers who are to 
petitioned on the subject are busy in making strict arrangements to increase 
revenue and the people are thus left entirely at their mercy without any means 
to get out of the difficulties. 


29. The Satyd Shodhak (64), in its issue of the 30th August, says 

: owing to the closing of the local salt depé 

Alleged scarcity of salt at pans, salt has become very dear at present at Ratndgiri, 
ri and a suggestion 

to the District Collector. and that poor people are actually from the 
scarcity of the article, and requests Mr. the 
District Collector, who, observes the paper, is very kind and well acquainted with 
eS Oe a a , to enquire into matter and to ask Govern- 

ment to re-establish the Government salt depot or to make some other 


ment for the supply of salt at a cheap rate. 


30. The Gujardt Darpan (83), in its issue of the 30th August, is 
nn ig woh ag 8 ye Surat 
Remarks on uc- to introduce t illage itation Act, 
ie ee See ae if the Local Fund cess of an anna per ru 
creased to an anna and a half the rayat will feel much 
oppressed, and advises Government to consider the matter before enhancing the 


cess with a view to make the Act acceptable to the people. 


31. The Pandit (155), in its issue of the 28th August, writes :—It is said 
that the Superintendent of Army Schools has issued 
Alleged isuue of ordere by orders to discontinue the use of Hindi in the Native 


the Superintendent of Army regiments. It is to be hoped that the regimental 


indi language in People will be consulted before the order is made final, 

ce wae "gs the discontinuance of that language will be very 

invonvenient both to the regimental people and the 

transaction of business with them by Government, as the language is exten- 
sively used in all regiments. 


$2. The Poone Fata (56), in its issue of the 30th August, says:—An 
English missionary of a high order has said that 
„ in Hind ee who arya! pula prostates Th 

auggeation u who are u prostitutes. 
* wise 71 refuted 
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of the ofheer, the overcrowding of the steamers, tho wast o 

of the ov steamers, the want of separa 

and ont = second class — in VIII allotted to 

absence arrangements for t ety of passengers 

of landing and embarking at the various ports, the non-provision of 

water on the steamers for the use of the over-crowding in the 
boats by which the passengers embark and bark at the various ports, and the 
inconvenience of the time of the departure of the steamer in the morning, are 
amongst the manifold grievances of the passengers, but very little attention is paid 
to them. The passengers and the press have been crying themselves hoarse, but to 
no purpose. Government hae made some rules, but to what purpose? They remain 
on paper and the old order of things continues. What is wanted is their rigid 
enforcement. The matter is so important that, if need be, legislation should be 
resorted to. The report of the Commission that sat here recently does not go far 
enough in the interests of the passengers. We have very little hope that the 
company will redress the grievances of passengers. Government alone is in a 
position to bring it to a sense of its duty. We have already several times written 
on this subject. The non-removal of the grievances in any appreciable manner 
makes it ourduty to draw the attention of Government to the matter once 
more. What the Government ought to do is to pasa adequate rules and to ap- 
= a well-paid inspector to see that the rulesare not broken, and generally to 
ook after the interests of passengers. An officer to whom they can complain 
and who is empowered to prosecute the company for breach of the promul- 
gated rules, is a pressing necessity. Copies of such rules in the vernacular 
should also be posted in prominent places on the steamers. We prefer this 


appeal to Government once more, this year, as the company will shortly recom- 
menve its annual traffic. 


84. The Kaiser-i-ZZind (88), in its issue of the 30th August, writes: — Mr. 

Lungrana’s letter, published in the columns of our 
Vine levied by the local contemporaries, puta the whole vase very neatly against 

dom the State be the bene the ill-advised action of the Bombay Government to 

as Bander. 88 levy the preposterons fine of Rs. 5, O00 on new — of 

other places in Thana. land which people may be willing to acquire from the 

State in Mitunga, Bandora, and other places in 

Sdlsette. They have fully pointed out both the absurdity and the inexpedi 

of this ruling of the executive, and we have nothing further to 

just criticiam thereon. The State may consider itself justified to levy in 

pation ita share of the “ unearned increment.” But surely in oo 

some rational principle on which to levy it. As matters now stand, 

is purely arbitrary. The “ fine,” as it ie somewhat — — a 
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to advance the welfare of a community, nor, for 
and contentment to the ruled. 


35. <A correspondent of the Gujerdti (84), in ite issue of the 
regrets that there should not be a single pol 


the . 
1 yin —_—_ tion at Ahmedabad to protest against 


of municipal co as 
Ml Ochchhavrém as Honor- ; 
agistrete, Ahmede trates, who in trying municipal cases sit 
1 5 over their own action, as was the case 
Saheb Ishwarläl Ochchhavrim, Class 
Ahmedabad. The correspondent observes that RA Ishwaridl 
nominated member of the Ahmedabad Municipality and in that capaci 
had to consider the numerous petitions made the tax levied for 
removal of dirty water, and that now he has to try the self-same petitioners. 


36. The Bombay Samdchdr (96), in its issue of the 3rd September, says : 
Cases of bringing diseased meat, not slau 
Diseased meat in the the authorized slaughter-house, and offering it f 
a ed, the have become frequent of late. On Tuesday 
eee never. ns charged with this offence were placed 
r. Hamilton, the Second Presidency istrate, at 
the Girgaon Police Court, and on conviction were fined in the amounts of 
Rs. 5and 10. These fines were very light, considering the frequency with 
which the offence is committed and the profit made in the absence of detection. 


It is desirable that in order to protect the public these offenders should be more 
heavily fined or even sent to jail. 


37. The Rdst Joftdr — in y * of the — Eps 1 
victim” of the gigantio s g on 
6 and and exposed under the dramatic name of the “confi 
dence trick,“ writes to the Times of India, yesterday, 
that “ I casually mentioned the ocourrence to Inspector Frimii, of the detective 
force, who said he knew of the trick long ago.” If this be true—and our con- 
—— would not have given insertion to an unauthenticated version of it — 
the question arises, why did the police fail in putting down “ this of day- 
ht robbers’? brought to their notice “so long ago? We cannot ve that 
r. Inspector i did not report to his su the existence of this enor- 
mity w he knew “long ago”; hence the question has greater force: 
What, if any, were the measures adopted by the police to stamp out this crime 
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8 extensi * 
fearful extent of this crime in Bombay was, certainly, a mattor of notoriety in 
Bombay “long ago; we recollect its having firet reached our care some five 
— — and certain names, not unknown to Oe ee — freely men- 
in connection with it. Our wonder is that the crime remained undetected 
Cae tiene even unpunished so “long ago.” And what is done even 
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Pane 1L—Politics ond the Public Admintetration. 


1. The cu (27, in ts ieue of the 2nd September, ays :— Hla Excel 
lency Lord Lansdowne has surpassed Lord Lytton, w 
His Excellency Lord Lan, lavishly spent money from the poor Indian 
—" sacrificed the lives of millions of Native 


in the Bombay and 1888 — 
le in t 
eee 


did Lord Lansdowne assume his than 
misgoverned and was virtually annexed to the British 
Consent Act and the Manipur affair, which makes one’s hair stand on 
are things which will never be forgotten. The liberty of the press 
threatened, probably because Lord Lansdowne dislikes comments made on 
and is determined to stick to his oppressive policy. Our readers are a 
the political officers have commenced in right earnest to reduce 
Princes of India in importance by depriving them even of their nominal freedom 
and emptying their treasuries. It is the newspapers which expose their acts to 
public gaze and it is intended to remove them altogether. With this object in 
view was issued the order regarding newspapers in Native States, w the 
political officers have been inv with er to suppress them. Owing to 
this order the Prajdhitaishi per in the Central Provinces and the 
Deccan Times of Hyderabad were discontinued, and the newspapers in other 
Native States are threatened with a similar fate; nor are the newspapers in the 
British territories which sympathise with them free from this fear. Al 

the Bangabasi alone is now being prosecuted under Section 124A of the Indian 
Penal Code, several others will similarly dealt with hereafter, and they 
should therefore be on their guard. 


ar 
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2. While writing about the Bangabasi tion, the A aiser-é-HHind (88), 


in its issue of the 6th September, observes :— We are 
a de beet ue extremely grieved that the Government of India 
1 ä — should have been so badly advised as to have con- 
descended to take notice of all the effusions which 
Mr. Jackson so ably dissected and proved to be perfectly innocuous, There was 
more in the defence made by that learned counsel which was to the point. A 
larger amount of serious matter which 1 be A ——— as — is 
now and again to be found in Anglo-Indian prints of sup respectability, 
especially some prints which are the accredited organs of ac. wow and 
planters. Dissatisfaction and sullen discontent are engendered more by this class 
of Anglo-Indian organs of public opinion than any other. There is much vile 
abuse of a most exasperating character to be found now and again in such 
aa and we cannot helpremarking that even such highly respectable and 
eading papers like the Pioneer and the Englishman have in the past not been 
free from aberrations of this kind. We fear the Government has entirely gone 
on the wrong track. No number of repressive statutes to gag the vernacular 
will ever prevent sedition, if seeds of sedition are deeply implanted in the 
of the average Indian. We do not, however, think such is the case. But we do 
believe that the reactionary policy pursued, not wy by the Imperial Govern- 
ment but by all the provincial Governments also for the last six years, haan ster 
to have its baneful influence on the masses. Apart from the mad tier 
policy which has augmented taxation and made salt dear, there have not been 
Wanting tangible proofs in e part of the empire of the feeling that that 
stern im ty and justice which once charwcterised the administration of the 
British in India are slowly but vanishing. The growing arbitrariness 
of all the Governments, our law courts and of our magistracy 
Halive won The on a greeteg emmiel, Tou enna ube op 4 cnghe lating 
ative press, They are a growing Lou cannot take up a 
paper in which you do not meet with a flagrant instance of official wrong-doing 
or miscarriage 1 I was SS acoused is a European. Now, 
Whatever may he of the as a landlord, whatever its policy, 
Whatever ita attitude towards education and the feudatories, and so forth, the one 
thing which ought to keep India contented, if not prosperous, is impartial justice. 
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government are allo to grow past remedy. The 
here. Is there statesmanship at head-quarters to arrest dat qnet 
seeds while still in the provess of germination ? 


ting on the same subject, the Chanddashu (25), in its 
1 says that the action of Government in the matter 
in keeping with the despotic rule that India has been under for a long 
922 that the will of the paramount British rulers is the law to the 
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betoken future good. 


4. The Hinadusthdn (108), in its issue of the 6th September, observes :-—The 
tion of the Bangabasi newspaper shows that Government look with 
vour on the Native press, and Mr. Jackson’s defence clearly shows how 

far Government are justified in 


* 
Advocate-General, the Honourable Mr. Evans, expressed his opinion 
py strongly criticised the action of Government, it 
b 


to find the same man putting quite a different interpretation 
on it now which, if 4 (Ray vad serve to the press.—The 
Surya Prakdeh (91), in its issue of the Sth 2 of the 
action of Government in uting the B } as a test case, praises the 
Chief Justice of the Caloutta High Court for his independence, and says that 
the acoused have got now sufficient time to get up a defenceand that if they are 


acquitted the circulation of the paper will increase. 


8. The ber, observes :— 
Sir Alexander ect that he knew no 


without even consulting the Member of the Viceregal Council. 
= hat — r but try to to the complaints 
con whata ve 
and Soko heme tee um; 1 have for the pur 
views of the Native press instituted a 


2 Native Press. It is therefore 
to gag the whole Native press for the 


try by securing 

y which have 511 : 

lef of India and Lord Reay as the Viceroy, India would be soon made very — 

happy. 1 ee ee interests forward by 25 years 
make the foundations of the British power in India securely permanent. 


8. The Gujardé Mitra (85), in its issue of the 6th ber, writes :— Mr. 

_  Wadia’s term of office inthe Bombay Legislative Council 

AAA eee n de having come to a termination the cil is now with- 

era 2 out any Pdrsi member. The Supreme ve 
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dg and that sum in spite of repeated entreaties, — 1 
suit against five commissioners of the local m 
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the latter must accept without 
their interests and comments 
ted as seditious. The power of the 
lute, and nobody can come in their way if trans 
criticisms on their acts. This kind of unrestrai action does not, however, 
betoken future good. 


4. The Hindusthdn (108), in its issue of the 6th Septem : 
oo “ the Bangabasi newspaper shows that Government look with 
isfavour on the Native press, and Mr. Jackson’s defence clearly shows how 
far Government are justified in taking the action. It also shows how the law 
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Surya Prakdeh (91), in its issue of the Sth September, 

action of Government in uting the B as a test case, praises 
Chief Justice of the Caloutta High Court for his independence, and says that 
the acoused have got now sufficient time to get up a defenceand that if they are 
acquitted the circulation of the paper will increase. 


5. The Gujardi Darpan (83), in its issue of the 6th September, observes :— 
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u proseou bast newspaper 0 
Pioneer shows that the Bengal Government has — 1 2 50 pee 
without even consulting the Member of the Vi Council. Gor- 
ernment officers who unders well the vernacular 
contempt what appears in the Native but try to 
and made through its um; and 
the general views of the Native press instituted a special 


Bre owt Native Presse. It is therefore not 
to gag the whole Native press for the sake of a few 
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6. The PN (6), in its issue of the 
citizens of the 


ae the foundations of the Bri 


8. The Gujardt Mitra (85), in its issue of the 6th ber, writes : 
wa 's term of office inthe Bom 


Council has had no Parsi member — the 
of Sir Dinshaw M. Petit, Bart. We sincerely regret 
that Government should at times present such an unaccountable indifference to 
r can bo consered complste n ite consticeion witouh © recap 
rac ludice, can com itu a 
ed end in of the 


nized leader or two of an advanced telligent community like that 
Parsis. We sincerely trust that the gaps ca in the Provincial and Su 
Councils will soon be filled up by nomination of the most intelligent and 
publio-spirited representatives. 
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. The Bombay Samdchdr (96), in its issue of 10th , 
The Bombay Government at the request of the inhabit- 


that it will not be 
i The fine of Rs. 3,000 is prohibitive. One of the 
of the Bombay Extension Committee that the slaughter-house 


removed from Bandora to that its site should be utilized for 


building courage such as are 
1 building | suc Ben fines. 
It seems that the extension scheme of y been discountenanced b 
the present Government, just in the same way as several other acts of His - 


ship have been ignored. |The Jdme Jame (87), in its issue of the 8th 
September, expresses similar sentiments. } 


Alleged hardship caused by deal of inconvenience owing to the closure 
e and a number of them from the 
aie Pétan, and other télukas in the district have 
entreating him 
t Government 
the omplaint. We hear 
ng to send shortly 
papers of the ject 
regulation of grazing, and pray that Government may 
alter them so as to give greater facilities to the people as regards grazing. | 
17. The Kumtha Fritt (46), in its issue of the 8rd Se 
it is very com believed by 
An alleged death at the that one Subrdy Shetti, who 
bance of the Kamtha Police Kumtha Police into their custody in connection with 
rote & Sate Seader the investigation into a theft recently committed at that 
1 and whose corpse was found in the river, must 
have met with death at the hands of the Police while the latter ‘wore trying to 
force a confession from him, and says that the authorities concerned should take 
due notice of the circumstances of the case. 
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Part I.—Politice and the Public Administration. 


1. In a rambling article headed What benefit can India derive from 

1 British Parliament? the Satyavakta (1232), in its issue 

Indie io Parliament = Sf the 12th September, the constitution of the 

British Parliament, states to what self-sacrifice Messrs. Lal Mohan Ghose and 
Didaäbhai Navroji have subjected 


FE 


1 


ry 
Gracious Ma the Queen- Empress and bring 
the realisation of the expectation of her Indian subjects to secure a 
Parliament with a view that the present 
India may be ameliorated by her affairs 
Parliament with the zeal and solicitude which, on account of the vastness of 


country and its population, they deserve. 


2. The Gujardii (84), in its issue of the 13th 
B ion has been univ 


＋ 
sat 


Hi 


E A 

ö lowne's en- ingpi organs 

ae ein tte tegen. ae the victim pitched upon for teaching a lesson 
to the vernacular were as — 41 as 

well could be. The Government of His Ex cy Lord wne is likely 

be handed down to history, if things do not take a more favourable turn duri 

the unexpired period of his Viceroyalty, as a Government of huge blunders. The 


Bangabasi prosecution ts a strik 

mistake be committed ” a responsible 

Member before embarking upon a State ' 

was credited with the selection of a suitable victim by ja, flatly 
contradicts the allegation and says he had nothing whatever to do with the institu- 
tion of the proceedings against the 1 annating, end 
but for his unequivocal contradiction in the columns of our local contemporary 
noone would have believed that the Governor-General in Council meant the 
Viceroy’s Council minwe the Legal Member. The fact that Sir Alexander 
Miller was not consulted clearly shows that the Government of India have some- 
how or other gone off the rails. It would be very instructive to know at 
whose instance the proceedings against the Vangabasi were taken. It would be 
no less interesting to be informed who advised the making of the application 
against the Tadian Mirror alone for contempt of court, when the Nei and 
Military Gazette, the Stateeman, the Pioneer and the Times of India had also 
commented upon the case sub-) udien. All this is at p 


pes 
Government will recede from the unfortunate position they have taken. We 
are no defenders of writings like those that have appeared in the bass. 
We condemn them as h EI. of the indignant Simla officials. tin 
er w 


view of the ciroumstances u hich the articles were penned, and 
their surpassing folly and stupidity, it would have been better if Governmen 
warned the writer a repetition of such attempts. Lord Canning 
even d the troublous times of the mu 
Government has since then been 80 established 
afforded to treat a soribbler withpilent contempt. We 
Association has been recently established at Caleu Ite 
ap Government with a view to induce the authorities 
on the Bangabasi 
allow an 1 of withdraw 
ve 


0 
Government themselves. 
than exposed and ir at is not 


The Indu Prakdeh (14), in its issue of the 14th September, wri 
It was not to be expected that the discharge 


the Bangabasi meet wi 
some of the 


j 
re 4 inclined to 
give the accused the benefit of a doubt, suggested of 
hat politiol aapect, and Bir Comer actel rightly in: dee 
a somew aspect, a in 
repent — - g. . 
writes 


4. The Gujardt — To in its issue of the 18th ber, 
Lord Wenlock’s attack on 


enlock ought to have ered twice 
venturing his flippant and unseemly remarks u 
reputed author of “ Picturesque India.” If the Gov- 
83 ö words with Mr. 2 he could 3 
a epistle. public utterance running down an otherwise 
well-meaning countryman is, toour mind, incompatible with the dignity of Her 
Majesty’s re tative in India. In His Excellency’s speech, which savours 


of bad taste all round, there occurs one sentence on which different constructions 


can naturally be put at first sight. I only wish he had been with me, when I! 
say that he would have been reduced in 


Such a remark is little short of an express ‘ 
for argumentwm baculinum. But the interpretation has subsequently been 
altered so as to mean that criticism on Government measures is just and reason- 
able when it is indicative of practical experience, which cannot be gained 
without experiencing a oe deal of pain and trouble. The incident is, indeed, 
extremely unfortunate, both for Lord Wenlock and Mr. Caine. 


5. The Rdet Goftdr (89), in its issue of the 18th September, writes :— We 
think Mr. Caine made a mistake in taking the communication of his Indian 
ent on trust, and founding some scathing criticisms upon it. It turns 
out that Mr. Caine had been betrayed into a somewhat exaggerated view of the 
valent distress, and his generous warmth for the people of this country had 
yed him into an * attack on Indian officials. Lord Wenlock spoke 
under — provocation, no doubt, but we think His Excellency ought not to 
have so recklessly given vent to his feelings in the speech delivered by him at 
Perambore. He affirmed more than once that all that Mr. Caine had written wae 
“absolutely and maliciously untrue.” The information with which he was 
furnished by his Indian correspondent was “ absolutely untrue,” and his tion 
that Government was neg its duty was denounced as “an a beolute, dow2- 
right falsehood.” There is too much of absolutism in all thie, and much ele 
besides, that the Governor was 8 in his address. ge of thie 
sort may suit political gladiators fighting in the arena of free Engliah public life, 
but it is lamentably out of place in the mouth of an Indian Governor. In the 
Native mind the personality of the ruler is associated with a sober dignity and an 
exalted impassivenees, w > ot mene Ss eae that 
inferior mortals . They are sup to be too elevated 
to be touched or by the breath of mortal man. Lord Wenlock ought te 
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13. The Gujardti (84), in its issue of the 18th September, writes :— 
are sorry to have to record this week the 
very gross outrage committed by two poli 
two others upon a Mahomedan woman b 

Chhotibi at Ahmedabad. It seems that this unfortunate woman and her 
husband made a halt at the Ahmedabad station on their way to their destina- 
Their ce attracted the notice of two police constables by name 
These two scoundrels and two other rascals approach- 
that the Inspector Saheb wanted to see them. 
The poor husband and wife, unaware of the nefarious designs of the ruffians, 
far as the Kakaria Tank, when the husband was pounced 
hand and foot to atree. One of the monsters 
watch over the helpless husband and the others carried 
immoral design in his presence. Such are the 
Ahmedabad corres t last week and related by the 
papers. The case was tried by the Sessions Court at Ah bad 
only a week ago and three of the monsters have been sentenved to transportation 
e and the fourth for ten years. This punishment is certainly well-deserved. 
vated character that the Sessions Judge is reported to 
have inflicted a more severe punishment upon the 


aggra 
guard the life and property of the public, 
it is difficult to conceive. It was only the other day that a contemporary reported 
a case in which a policeman in the Deocan was convicted of having committed an 
outrage upon a female beggar in a street. The particulars of this case have not 
been fully reported in any of our Marathi ne that we have read. 
The two cases and the others to which we recently all suggest very disquieting 
reflection, and the 28 is whether Government can safely ignore the appeal 
made to them by the public and the Indian National Congress for the reorgani- 
zation of the Indian police system. If Government would seriously collect all 
cases of police oppression throughout the country, we have not slightest 
doubt that their number as well as nature would induce the authorities to take 
up the question in right earnest. As things stand, neither Government nor the 
nor genet apy mw have — : 1 “a vollevt 12 — 
meanw are losing confidence in the police. e growing fe 
al distrust and a contempt which such instances of polive soolum must 
necessarily engender in the popular mind is not conducive to the best interests of 
administration, and we again invite the attention of His Excellency Lord 
Lansdowne's t to the pressing question of the improvement of the 
police organization. 
14. The Gujardé Mitra (85), in ite issue of the 18th September, observes :— 


Allesed The administration of justice is very tardy and ex ve 
jnatice under au — * under the British Ir — 15 
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pass over 
and contem 
have weighed or are weig 
in offering him that post ? public is, indeed, curious to know 
the whole Bombay bar Mr. Webb is the only — for a Magis- 
Prothonotariship? Is he ide only counsel about the earning of whose 
vernment the Judges alike seem to be so eagerly alive? Such 
would be rational if it were known that Mr. Webb had in any 
himeelf by rendering eminent public service. Our respect 
aith in the absolute impartiality of the Judges of the High Court is so great 
that we are astonished to hear this rumour that has come to our ears. We are 
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ces to do strict justice between man and man will so far forget 

sully the purity of their ermine as to be privy to such a mons- 

job. For the sake of the traditional impartiality of our local bench, and 

for the sake of the ＋ of the British Indian administration itself, we devoutly 
hope that the rumour will turn out absolutely untrue. 


19. The Gujardé Mitra (85), in its issue of the 18th September, writes :— 
eased to hear that Dr. K. R. 
upon by the Bombay Munici 
ace of Health Officer, in which 
worked with credit. [Several 


pers approve of this ap 
one 1 appointed — ee as 


pproval of the — — 
et Dr. K. R. Kirtikar 
ws Acting Health Officer of 


Municipality. 


a hope that Dr. Kirtikar 
Officer in Bombay. } 


correspondent, writing to the Lob Bandhw (180) in its issue of the 
13th , 4 that since the arrival of ) 
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Part II.—Zducation. 


and 


curriculum have been so uent d 
oe deenda, and in come tustanems they are i 


grammar. 
of discussion. The French, 

guese and the Persian have been transferred from the 
to that of vernaculars. It is a pity that, while on 
America there has been a decided reaction in favour 
antiquated educationists should compel Indian students to take up 
Greek, which are more or less useless to them in their future 
wal one ee oe Ot Oe ee eee by the U 
versity, vis., Sanskrit, Latin, Greek, Arahic and Hebrew, and all students 
be required to devote more or less attention also to their vernaculars 60 as to 
themselves to translate from and into English. The scheme as 
mention when it is to come into force. Those who have 
Persian for their second language will have to take some other for 

This means that some of those who are now learning in the fourth, 
fifth and sixth standards must adapt themselves to this change at once. 
2 protest — this oppressive tion, and we hope some Fellow 
the satay Dy place an amendment before te for postponing its 
operation till the end of the year 1895. 


the 
Sth 


A the Nati i 
24. nel 18) 


ation ng 

my: of the Bombay University, saying that he has neither 
received any co education nor d ished himself as a Mardthi scholar, 
and advise the F of the University to veto his appointment. 


Part III.— Railways. 


25. The Pirbhat (160), in its issue of the 5th September, writes :—The 
more profit the North-Western Railway authorities 


Grievances realize from the and traffic, the more 
the North-Western Railway. — ee a 


diminish the passengers. The 
senger train that starts trom Kardohi at 7 A. M., being a convenient train, — 


travel by it than by any other passenger trains. Notwithstanding 
we are to see that only one intermediate class compartment is 
attached to this train. This compartment seems intended for all 
desirous of travelling by that class, whether they be Euro or Native, or 
whether they be male orfemale. Moreover, it is not provided with water closet 
accommodation. rr 
milway authorities allow ngers to sit compartment promis- 
seal, cating Gat fo ale on ger enters a third class carriage intended 
for females he renders hi liable to criminal prosecution. Is it not then 
absurd to allow males and females to sit together in the intermediate class com- 
partment? Again, if there is no water closet accommodation in the intermediate 
class, * — is the difference Lr he = - — go 7 very 
unsatisfactory arrangement, we hope that way au ill see to 
it and remedy the evil complained of. 


26. The Kaiser-e-Hind (88), in its issue of the 18th September, complains 
that crimes of outrage by railway servants on respect- 
Alleged outrage 8 able ladies travelling on the Indian railways are 
n on respoctadie ladies increasing for the reason that such culprits are not 
41 N adequately punished, while in some cases they even 
go scot-free, but is glad to notice that a similar 
outrage which occurred in Burmah a fow months ago has been ey dealt 
with 1 age that a case of — kind has recently ＋ ye ao E. Rennes 
in whi ree persons attem to vutrage a young gir years travelling 
in a second class compartment reserved for ladies, between the stations of 
Luckeesarai and Jamalpur, regrets that the offenders have not yet been arrested, 
and fears that after some time the matter will be hushed up. paper observes 
that the offenders are generally railway servants because they have special 
— and knack for committing such mischief, and recommends the 
authorities to employ special police offivers and to place them in close vicinity 
to the ladies’ compartments on railway trains. 


Part IV.—Native States. 
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choice made by Government. We on 
able, experienced and sympathising Agent for the State. 


; @ (119), in ite issue of the 15th September, observes :— 
an infant prince for the Manipur throne in preference to 
sure to meet with general disa al, and the impression 

Government really wi to annex the State, but 

censure of the British public they have had recourse to this 

We think it would have been better if Government had chosen the ex- 
and put the State under a good British Resident. 


. The Subodh Patrika (17), in its issue of the 18th September, 
It is hard to see the propriety of the Native 
India contributing towards the cost of such g 


as the Congress of Hygiene held in England. 


a 


Pris 


is not over-supplied with it. Let us, however, not be misunderstood. 

Princes, like the Indian Government, may well co-operate with the movements 
referred to by supplying information and materials for carrying out their objects, 
and such ex ture as would be nevessary for that purpose would be legitimate; 
but not so the cost of the gathering itself. Even this may be contributed b 


private Zamindars and wealthy individuals, who, in giving, part with what is thelr 
own; but the case is otherwise with the ruling princes, whose liberality has to 
be exercised at the expense of their subjects, and whose conduct in spendi 


money on other objects than their welfare would not escape comment at other 
times. 


31. A correspondent of the Hitechehhu (86) of Ahmedabad, in its issue 
he twos Se = adh a * ail in af 
—— ar Pe to seat of t een Ambäji in 
4 1. 48 antha moy on the lach May 1801 and wa 
shocked at t ht of about four or five hundred goats 
slaughtered and offered as sacrifives to goddess and their trunks carelessly 
thrown about on the footsteps of the temple, which had bevome full of gore 
On 2 1 that — —— olle — 2 — — 411 as 
the Rajputs residing in the nei uring v obtain rom 
the Chiet of Danta to hold 2 that day and to offer their sacrifices to the 
dess. In addition to the sacrifice of a large number of goats, about 150 
uffaloea were aleo slaughtered in front of the temple, and wounded the 
feelings of the high-caste Hindu pilgrims. I request the Chief not to sanction 
such sacrifices as will deter high-caste Hindus from visiting the place and will 
result in a diminution of his revenue from the temple. 


G. M. SATHE, 


Reporter on the Native Pres. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretarial, Bombay, 
Add September 1891. 
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Part I.—Politicse and the Public Administration. 


Great Brita 


but in that invasion + ge 1 
three Eure allies above mentioned can venture any aggressive 
— Begiead ia Burope. It is only in India that these three powers are 
position to give some annoyance tothe English. Russia willa India 
near Herat and there carry on its intrigues, and France Turkey can 
the Sues Canal against English ships. But this may take place, we 
think England has any reason to be afraid of these three powers. So 
the twenty-five hundred milliens of her Indian subjects are 
fight with their f invaders, England need a no harm f 
wer in the world. India had not been fortified by the loyalty of i 
ussia vould have in no time swallowed up the country. Evidently 
must, therefore, be always on the alert to keep this fortification 
condition. England has hitherto done much to India, but much 
remained undone, and we recommend the Government of India to be 
to the interests of the Indian people and to make the British Indian rule 
keeping the subjects always in contentment and happiness. 


2. The Kaiser-e-Hind (88), in its issue of the 20th September, wri 
The scare touching the Cossack casting wistful 


Disapproval ef the 
frontier policy of the Gover, eros the Hindu Kush has not succeeded. The stout 


ex of 500 strong in search of fresh strate- 
—— Tat rr 
modest hundred of cavalry and infantry. The Russians are now supposed to 
have moved off beyond the Alichor Pamir. Has the movement satisfied the 
Staff Officer at Chitral? It does not seem like it. For it is clear from the hasty 
journey of Colonel Durand from Gilgit to Simla, his interview with the mili 
authorities there, his hurried return to Gilgit, the reinforcement now 
of 200 Goorkhas and as many as 6 British officers, and the proposed tour of the 
Viveroy to Kashmere - all these are so many indivations of something 
brewing ia that remote part beyond the Hindu Kush. Only the other day, when 
an honourable member of the House of Commons questioned the Under Seore- 
tary of State with regard to Gilgit and Chitral, it was observed that the little 
garrison at the former outpost was Kashmere’s own troops and there was no- 
thing unusual going on there. We thought at the time that that was, as usual, an 
evasive answer just enough to tide over any further 1 till the session was 
over, The Simla — have now a free hand. y will have no fear of ve | 
member questioning about their questionable actions on the remote frontiers ti 
at least the next six months. So they are now slowly showing their hands. bad | 
has a Goorkha detachment with as many as six re been suddenly fo 
necessary to be hurried off to Gilgit and beyond it? It is undoubtedly to check- 
mate the Russians in the Pamir, which is no man’s land. Nothing could prevent 
u from taking a debouch south-eastwards from Little Pamir and ap at 
Rukshan quite in the vicinity of Huna Nagyar. For we may depend on it, the 
Russians are sure so to make their appearance as soon as the are 
at Gilgit or told off to march further north in the direction of the Great . 
Such a condition of affairs is em about a collision and 

he uent scare of to arma 
such a ory, the first thing would 
0 fm raising Ledde battalions 
British officers. Sir Frederick 
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throwing out of employ hundreds of thousands of who ha 
been in a state of semi-starvation ever since. The most lamenta — 
has been the cutting off of a Ker the drink 
commotion, it easy to . oh 


inj 
administration. 


allegations 
Mr 
during the dire distress in the Madras Presidency, and when one 


r and untiring industry of w 
had so many instances of late, it ‘one how little ht 


t 
to the insinuations and accusations of any man, whatever may be his repute as 
— and in whatever journal he might be pleased to reveal them to the 
pubic. 


6. The Kéthidwdr Times (3), in its issue of the 19th 5 ery 
* Notwithstanding all that Lord Wenlock 
about Mr. Caine in his recent speeches, we 
disposed to disbelieve all that the latter has said. To charge Mr. Caine 
falsehood and misrepresentation is to do him great injustice. 


implacable enemies are bound to t 
in a way in which few others could have done. He may 
under the circumstances. He could 
sources, and had of course to it elsewhere ; and in 
might have heen misinformed. Was this his fault? It is general 
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and 
Dum-Dum murder case, which ultimately the 


O’Hara on a technical law point, 1121 
ht that the sensation created by the entirely unex 


oo adopt such a measure as we have 


tis not doubted that the boy Rämrattan was shot, the y 
whether it was the accused who shot him, or some one of h 

away. With reference to our point, we beg to notice the evidence of 

Alfred Morris who was examined as to the arms and ammunition left 

soldiers. h he denied that any Martini-Henry rifle or ammunition was 
left in the hands of soldiers, he admit nin cu rie of re en we t be 


F 
2 
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il 
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able to secret a cartridge, and that in certain cases parties of three men were 
to go out with sporting rifles and ammunition. Dr. Bruce Jervis, the Staff Surgeon, 
said that the wound was apparently caused by a Winchester, or Express, or a 
Martini-Henry bullet, converted into an Express by being cut. He said that 
such bullets were frequently so cut for sporting purposes, and admitted that he 
had himself done so several times. The learned Advocate-General also said that 
“ despite the evidence of the non-commissioned ojficere to the contrary, it was a 
well-known fact that soldiers did at times get of cartridges, and as d conse- 

ence many terrible tragedies took place now and again.” Mr. Justice ay A 
himself disbelieved the story of the murder by the accused, although 
Lordship admitted that the case was certainly a strange one as it wae clear 
that the boy had been shot. His Lordship said, “ Was it likely that a Truss 
man like the prisoner, being told not to pick up the cucumbers, would have 
retreated a few yards and deliberate! the villager?” His Lordship 
thought that “ such a thing was not — 4. being — that a man like 
the prisoner, who wae well educated, would require much more provocation before 
he would be guilty of such an det.“ Be that as it may, what we are concerned 
with is the possession of arms by soldiers and the frequent tragedies in which 
Natives lose their lives. It is a very grave question, and Government is bound 
to see 4 — soldier is allowed to go 22 with — Natives 2 
crying without avail for permission to possess arms for protection from wild 
beasts, Ko., but Europeans are allowed to roam all over the country with 
for indulgence in sport, We are not concerned with the Zanzibar case, and 
fore we let that pass. In the Ahmednagar case, the arm in question 
sword; but this arm has not put itself in evidence so much as the or 
volver. A sword requires a hand to hand dedwé, while a rifle can be used 
respectable distance, and in the event of the death of a Native from a shot, the 
of defect of vision or the Native being mistaken for an animal is 

forward in many cases. But the result to the Natives is all the ame; 
deen Tengen, It there are any standing orders in the 
a 8 are any 

ace we d, they have proved afacſ an and thre clare 
rigorous orders, We oura 
gar (94), in its issue of the 94th 
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recen 
meet with public a 
murder, but they were acquitted, while the 
third was sentenced to only one year’s imprisonment for 
| there was not in theeye of the law sufficient evidence to 
the charge of m home to them, but the publie is much 
and feelsitself 2 protected, because it thinks that European 
they may and put on their trial, are acquitted on the ground of 
t evidence and thus encouraged to continue their 
Natives. We wish that some 


14. The Hitechchhu (86) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of the 24th September, 
observes :—The number of murders of Natives by Europeans is increasing, and 
it is much to be regretted that many of the should escape scot-free 
because the police either fail to detect the real offenders or to produce sufli- 


among 
of the mofussil that Europeans have, as it ak olen license to murder Natives with 
impunity ; but it is not desirable in the interests of Government that such an 
A4. Ar Very recently a case of murder, 


in which a soldier of the x Regiment was charged with causing 
the death of a Native at Mhow, was tried by the Bombay High Oourt and the 
prisoner was acquitted, and we request Government to send for the papers in the 


case and ask the police to find out the real offender if the discharged prisoner 
earls al dao oe 


15. The Indu Prad (14), in ite issue of the 21st September, writes — 
shame bee geez Yom eee of invite the Mew murder case. The 
vould not, indeed, be otherwise it was on the evidence 
the jury. There was a total absence of evidence 
offender, and, as far as right 


satisfied 


of natives of India by Europeans. This would show how necessary 
become to find out means to a 
Bombay High Court has let off an accused soldier for want of evidence. 
circumstances of the case are sufficiently startling, and 

and peace Government is bound to require the to 

trace the crime to the doors of the accused. 
detected, who can think his person safe ? 
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Alleged difference in the 
administration of law to 
Natives and Europeans and 
disapproval of the sentence 
provi by law for the 
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ede of mardering & wile seeing them in the criminal act, although 
men. not guilty of the offence of murder by 
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adras Railway, was let off with a fine of 


* 
and was recommended for meroy 4 — others, while in the other one 
a European fitter serving on the 


Res. 50, wey et raph a «| of the offence n female servant so 
tt 


cruelly tha kick resulted in the woman's death. These two cases, continues 
the paper, show how differently the law is administered to Europeans and 
Natives. There is a vast difference between a death caused in a state of excite- 
ment at the infidelity of one’s wife and the one brought about by kicking an 
innocent female. Natives are 80 sensitive of their wives’ marital faithlesances 
that they are reckless of their own life in avenging it. Thousands of men have 
been up to this time sentenced to death for this offence, but the severity of the 

ment has not in the least diminished the number ot these offences. The 
eelings of Natives being taken into consideration the extreme penalty of 
death should not be provided for this offence. How is it that the 
section in the law dealing with such offences has so long remained unamended 
under the civilized rule of the British, and a Native is sentenced to death even 
when he commits homicide in an excited state of mind, while a Buropean who 
high-handedly kicks a woman to death is let off on a small fine ? 


peal ted Taya Ganta, a Barrister of 
—— of sentence of death passed 
in the case of Rémohandra above referred to, the Dudu PreddeA (18), in ita issue 
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rotest too strong! * the new 
at the Native army, for, we know 


y 
It will, moreover, be regarded as a breach 
cantonments has never felt that he 
himself to his own approval. He 
mother to provide his food, except w 
years ago the question of the rate of com 
actively discussed and the several pro 
were eagerly talked over in every 


to make the concession as full as 4 This was done, 
and it continues contented still. 


ting man, will 
tically, let the 


28. The Indu PrakdeA (14), in its issue of the 21st September, writes :— 


The proposal to éxtend the Deccan Agriculturists’ 
Extension of the Decca ‘of ; 
Pe a Retiet Act ~ Relief Act to of the presidency 


parts of the presidency other 
than the Decoan disapproved. 


question, The Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act is a very 
legislation. The E and economic effects of its extension it is not easy to 
anticipate, The Act has been ten years in operation in four of the Deccan dis- 
tricts, and the results of its working are, if we mistake not, not al 
good. Looking at it „ the rayat’s point of view it has perhaps done 
some good, in so far as it has relieved him of a large quantity of debt. But 
it is questionable whether it has improved his habits or increased his saving 
wer, It has had, however, one decid sinister effect. It has ruined the 
uker class, and the ruin of that class cannot be for the good of the country. 
The Act has a levelling effect. Whereas before the Act came into operation the 
tayate alone were poor and the ededdre had means to maintain ves and the 
rayate, now the rayats continue to be aw (at any rate, they have not much im- 
Proved in sustai power) and the aévddre have also been reduced to poverty. 
© know several families up-country who maintained themselves on 
banking in kind or money, who are now absolutely thrown out of occupation. 
Thus in rescuing one class the measure has ruined the whole coun 
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t arguments against dismemberment. 


rayats ought always to have a 
cannot command, as much as an official does, all the 


Hut 


the principal officers will be consulted in the matter, and we have every 

that they, too, will support the arguments advanced by the memorialists. 

pro dismemberment is not only a question of distance; the land tenure and 
other financial features of the taluka are so similar to those of the tdlukas, say the 
memorialists, that any proposal of transfer is quite unreasonable on the face of it. 


W. The Praja Mat (118), in its issue of the 19th September, expresses 
_ oe 1 + tn should — A it 3 point to 
Frequent o Deputy apply the transfer rules to petty officers like the Talatis 
ca aE COE An ould nope Se, cm of igh . 
n cers like ut ectore, Mamiatddrs, &., a 
— : mentions in this soutien the names of Rado Séhebs 
Parménanddis 222 and NdgarddsGopdldda, Mimlatdire of Chordai and Olpad 
sub-divisions of the Surat District and natives of Surat and Olpdd, respectively, and 
that of Decharläl Jivanläl, Mämlatdär in the Ahmedabad ot and a native 


pa deg. XI such a deplorable state of affairs 
kan opti and experienced Chief Secretary as Mr. 
Mackensie and observes :— Mr. Carvalho, Assistant to the Commissioner, N. D, 
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selves and turn traitors to their conscienve and to their Queen. But the 
scandal is aggravated when the jury is aided and abetted by the presiling 
Judge, whoever he be, whether in Calcutta or Madras or Bombay, so long 
as he is one of those who has the deepest antipathy to Natives and who fancies 
every Native giving evidence in a court of law is necessarily a perjurer! 
Such a Judge, in our humble opinion, is invapable of impartially administering 
criminal justive in the country and ought not to be tolerated on any Bench. 
We do not want Judges who are swayed by the intense = and pre- 
dilections of their race—prejudives for the Natives and predilections for 


people of their own colour and community. They are apt to twist evidence 
and misdirect juries. They sum up dead against the prosecution and help 
the juries in their deliberation to — the guilty. All native evidence, how. 


ever truthful, is set at nought. use a witness happens to have a black 
colour he must nevessarily be black. As if these Judges are not aware of the 
horrible crime of prejury in Europe and espovially in England. Natives of India 
have still to show a scandalous case like Piggottism and the crime associated 
with it. Yet our English Judges are not ashamed to fulmine from the bench 
and make ae om generalizations against all Natives! It is a sad feature, and 
a most disgraceful feature, we repeat, and we repeat with emphasis, in the 
administration of justice in India, and unless Parliament is called upon to face 
and stamp it ont with the stamp of its righteous condemnation, we do not ho 
for a reform. Mere 5 in the press will not do, especially when a ra 
Anglo-Indian press, powerful as it is, scruples not to voviferate to the top of ite 
voive and unblushing Y misrepresent facts. If there be a spark of public „ 
and inde lei N countrymen, they ought to be up and a 
strong agitation against this the darkest and foulest blot in the administration. 
For the sake of the puri'y of the administration iteelf—the administration which 
is fast losing its former character, its “ inherent vharavteristice” for righteouaness, 
ve devoutly wish the Government of India may take up the matter of its own 
accord and institute a reform. But if it will not, let us, we repeat, be up and 
doing. The scandal is growing beyond endurance and once for all it ought to be 
exposed and the healthy light and critiviam of the just and free Parliament of 
England should be brought to bear upon it. We have a great deal to say on it 
but for the present we refrain from doing 60. ae oy came : 


is 
to fight about it ie this Ahmednagar case, coming as it does on the 
not O' Hara ineident. 


15, The Native Opinion (15), in ite lde of the Sth October rites - 
® of the trials held by the last 


rocedure Code it has been enacted “ rega 
the preparation of the latter list, to the property, character, and 
therein, failure to properly 


in 

mofussil juries, directing the publication of the list with a view to affording 
pots gy hed Fm to urge objections, if there beany, to the names in- 
. Inthe cy towns the High Court is empowered to make rules for the 

tion of the lists, and such a rule as we suggest may, for aught we know, be 

but we fail to cee why, if it exists, it has not been inserted in the Code itself, 

as in the case of the mofussil juries. Subject to such rules, it must be borne in mind, 
the Clerk of the Crown has “ full discretion,” and no appeal lies from his decision. 
Hence, the point requires consideration. Another saleguard we wish to suggest 
is the locking up of the jury as empowered by Section 296 of the Code in order to 
avoid the remotest suspicion of tampering in trials of im ce extending over 
one day. The Section says:—“ The High Court may from time to time make 
rules as to keeping the jury together during atrial before such Conrt lasting’ 
for more than one day, and, subject to such rules, the presidi oo may 
pt er the 


order whether, and in what manner, the jurors shall be ke 

charge of an officer of the Court, or whether they shall be allewed to return to 
their respective homes.“ Formerly the jury used to be locked up as provided 
hereby, but such is not the case now even in important cases. The uestion of 
recurrence to the former practice is worthy of consideration by the J We 
hope the Judges will ee the utility of following the practice in future, 
requisite arrangements being of course made for the food and lodging of the 


jurors. Coming to the ure, it must be seen whether some amendment is 
not n therein. We do not, in the first place, see why the safeguards 
existing in the case of the mofussil courta should not be introduced in the High 
Court. D decrees in civil cases on the Original Side, and we 


do not understand why there should be none in criminal cases as well. The necessity 
of such appeals has been felt even in England, and we now and then hear of move- 
ments to provide a central Criminal Appeal Court there. 80 far as the Original 
928 of the Bombay High Court is concerned, Sections 24 and 25 
of the Letters-Patent lay down that there is to be no appeal from any sentence or 
order passed by the Judge, but he can reserve a point of law for consideration by his 
or the Advocate-General may y that “in his j t. there is 
an error in the decision of a point or points of law decided by the of 
criminal jurisdiction, or that a point or points of law which has or have 
decided by the said Court should be considered; and “the said High 
Court have full power and authority to review the case, or such part of it 


as may be n „and finally determine such point or points of law.” We 
some pe goon 


next to that of a High Court J ; and 
— well attempt 4 their first o 
by the ultimate success which they achieve and the satisfaction which 
in course of time. But the objection lies in the principle of such a 


1 


E 


years in Bomba 
pression at the Bar, that he is one of the : 


. 


© 
the passport to 
prizes in the judicial Bench. Government are 
of men in the ranks of their subordinate judicial service, who have 
themselves by their long and successful career and who look to 
Judgeship of the Presidency Small Causes Court as a fitting 
valuable and meritorious services. Is it right, then, to supersede so 
d servants of the State by the nomination of young barristers new 
arrived in India? Another question of equal importanve is whether the office 
of Chief Judge of the Court of Small Causes is, and if so, should be, exclu- 
sively reserved for English barristers, however junior they ~ be, to abler 
and more experienced Native members of the profession ? e are aware 
that the law prescribes that the Chief Judge should be a barrister, but are 
there no barristere already in the Government service and are none of them 
capable by reason oi long service and tried capacity to undertake the duties of 
the Chief Judge? Again, there are many in the ranks of the judicial service 
who, though not dinner barristers, are as old and distinguished pleaders and 
2 —＋ conspicuous for their knowledge of law, and it would be a great 
rdship to stop their deserved promotion for the technical difficulty of their not 
being barristers passed in England. There are none so blind as those who will 
not see, and Government is obviously shutting its eyes and ignoring the claims 
of men who have for long years devoted themselves to its service. The service 
has a right to it, and if Government does not convede that right it acts unright- 
eously and ina way which, among private persons, would be called by a very 
ugly name. The Chief Judge must be a barrister; but what isa barrister? The 
word “ pleader* includes a barrister, and why that apovial class of pleaders called 
barristers should have the exolusive right to this appointment it is dificult to 
see. Doubtless when the Act was passed pleaders not attained to their 
po position; but the fact is that the pleader is now fully equal to the 
rrister, and an experienved pleader with a successful practice in the Bar is 
superior to a briefless barrister, It ia tru», therefore, that a restriction which had 
a when it was adopted should be removed and that the pleader should be 
equally ble for the appointment. Even in Sir James Stephens’ time the 
work of the Subordinate Judge was pronounced to be better than the work 
the latter was the h 
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bad not only been 

ow that an appointment on these objectionable lines is 

a of nine months with the of its being perma. 
, the Presidency Association ample opportunity to agitate 

again till the objections are removed to the satisfaction of the public. 


17. The Gujardéi (84), in its issue of the 4th October, writes: The Hindu 
J tolerant and submissive, but even his 
& hand-bill ed by the toleration and submissiveness have their limits. Some 
Ta aud Book missionaries, especially Native Christian converts, ex- 
ceed legitimate bounds in criti the tenets and 
beliefs of the Hindu community in their publications 
as well as in their proselyting harangues delivered to t multitudes on 
blic roads. are of course necessarily very careful in their strictures on 
— os ts followers know very well haw to silence the least aggres- 
sive vritics of their cherished religious — Even our rulers havea whole- 
some fear of our Mahomedan countrymen, as was best evidenced some time ago 
the abandonment of the idea of representing Mahomed on the lish stage. 
The bare mention of the idea evoked protests from all quarters, English as well 
as Mahomedan. ‘Ihe Hindu is, however, gentle and any one who has a desire to 
have a fling at him or his institutions, social or religious, thinks that he is at 
liberty to indulge in his agreeable pastime without let or hindrance. But he 
too is liable to be roused and this is what has happened since the publication of 
a leafict B. P., which, it it said, stands for the Rey. Mr. Baba Padmanii, 
under the auspices of the Bombay Tract and Book Soviety, casting — 
against the reputation of Krishna and chastity of Subhadra, his sister. ty 
thousand copies have been printed for distribution and the strictures have pro- 
duced no small indignation in the Hindu community and es 
the followers of Krishna. The comments have reference to the observance 
the Janmdshtami and Gokulashtami, The festival ja one of the 
portant and sacred days of the Hindus, and any comments on 
character of the central figures in it would, it is natural to believ 
ceived in a spirit of toleration and based on adequate knowledge. 
need hardly tell Christian critics of Hinduism what endless fleld for 
criticism is supplied hy the doctrine of the “Imaculate conception 
Christ.“ But will, we believe, readily admit that no one has a right to be 
unnecessarily offensive in the discusaion of thia remarkable Christian dogma, 
We know that in this age of critics, no tenet, belief, superstition or institution, 
however cherished or revered, can claim to be outside the pale of criticiem, Ip 
a country like India, where all the religious of the world come into collision with 
each other, each ing for itself direct divine authority, even the most reli 
devoted will be constrained to pause for a moment in their most * 
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assured the Senate that some recognition will have to be to the vernacular in 
y that is not ashamed to call iteelf Indian. of them has since been 
to announce he has been always in favour of their 

defined limits — lim y ba e, whose strict 
voured the public with. Is it in to begin that interest. 
the vernaculars even from the Entrance Examination ? 
, indeed. You see, then, this tall talk of 
thus conceding a little to their enthusiastic 


y means nothing. It is a veritable shadow, 
and, one may say, a temptingly treacherous one. 


22. wb eo oe ion © aie 

steps are being ually taken ujarat to redress 

Sommer vacation in ver. some of the long-standing grievances of primary schools 

— by providing benches for the students, in = the 

approved. 

salaries of teachers, &c., and says that closing 

the schools during the month of May, which course was 145 

Giles, Educational I , N. D., and approved of by the Director of Public 
Instruction, much t will accrue both to the pupils and the teachers. 


Part III.—Native States. 


23. The Native Opinion (15), in its issue of the 8th October, says that if 
Increase of the amount of it is correctly informed that the deposed Mahdrdja 


to the Shur Sa See De sae r 
see Tard Sher of Rs. 250 a month the pensioner is really to be pitied, 
Chander of Manipur recom- and hopes that as he was obliged to leave his capital 
* and go to Calcutta on account of the medd lesomeness 
of some Political officers, and since he has been all along on terms of perfect 


loyalty with the British Government, the latter will reconsider the amount 
pension and show more liberality in fixing it. 


24. Prajdmat (118), in its issue of the Sri October, observes :—The 
Poll-taz levied by 


— levied by the Chief of Dadnta, in the Mahi 

= yy the Kantha Agency, on the pilgrim visitors to the Ambdji 

dt ot Dante in th fair ia not only oppressive but also illegal, because 

request to * the temple is not Chief’s private property but is 

Lord Harrie in the matter, maintained 18 p The poll-tax levied 
a 


in the times was much lighter in its 
incidence as it fell only upon such persons as had reached the age of 18 years, 
a portion of which, besides, went for their own benefit; but the tax now imposed 
by the Chief of Dänta falls even upon a child of one day and the pilgrims do not 
derive any benefit at all therefrom, and, moreover, a separate tax is imposed on 
account of the choti, without any regard being paid to the convenience and 
comfort of those who pay it. e condition of the roads is miserable, the 
sanitation of the place is bad, and much inconvenience is caused to the public 
in the matter of obtainin for admission to the temple. It is therefore 
very 8 that the British Government which did not hesitate to interfere in 
the tion of Porbandar and Ndndod on the ground that they were not 
properly managed, does not yet step in, in this instance, for the protection of its 
own subjects who visit the place. We call His Excellency Lord Harris’ 
attention to this, and request to the poll-tax reduced to about 3 annas 
oe > een its collection and application to the Political Agent of Mahi 
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Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Preee, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 10th October 1891. 
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Pant I.— Politics and the Public Admintetration. 


1. The Gujardt ee ee 29899998 
_ The ren and several other countries of Europe, observes :—As 
ae it is certain that Russia sooner or later 
oe my F. 2 be paid 823 — 
80 t atten ma to 
S 
Princes are a to n times o A 
Natives themselves would do so but for the Arms Act. It 
the British to have in a moment of apprehension the 
— the Natives of the use of arms without a 
or rulers to look with 
arms as if they 


y \ Act 
will gratify those Natives who are warlike and who lives 
the sake of their rulers. Government need not be afraid of the Indian 
for the latter are firmly of opinion that there is at 
enough to rule over the whole of India and that it 
kind and benign rulers like the English. If England 
in this way her enemies would see their weakness and 
idea of invading India. [The Satyavakt« (122), in its issue of the 1 
observes :—The Russians seem to have enlisted the sym of several 
States and of the States on the Indian frontiers on side, and this has 
some alarm in India. It is, therefore, 1 for the 
defend themselves and the Indian people from e impending Rumdan 
and to preserve their honour and 1—— even at a great ce. | 


45 
ul 


— 
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2. The Dnydn Prakdeh (18), in its issue of the 12th October, says :— 
The Pioneer speculates on the fate of the Anglo-Indians 
The — 5 2 — the wt 13 aoe goon — 
Ression e ows :—“ n e wo ve to putu 
— pay th fe with the same ficulties which the Jews are ob 
experiencing at the hands of the Czar. Not 
would the English offivers be driven from the posts they now hold, but Eng 
trade would be annihilated by a E tariff ; and the English would sink 
from their present proud position as members of u ruling race to that 
1 subjects, and the capital invested by them in industrial en 
ike the indigo plantations would be last.“ en though it be su 
all this is ble, yet it is a distant contingency, The Hioncer’e advice to the 
English to keep the Indian subjects pleased is, however, sound. It recommends 
that © those Indian races trom whivh the Indian soldiery are drawn 
should be well treated. In this we differ from the Pioaver, for the loyalty 
the common pene alone saved the British Indian rule in 1857. Some few 
officers di ia fact, but the) will see their mistake ultimately. We 
frankly say that no one in India wishes for the advent of the for if it 
iu necessary that we must have foreign rule we would rather be governed by 
those who are one of the beat nations of the civilised world and with whose 
tule we have been acquainted for a long time. If, however, the minds of the 
commen people are once poisoned against the English rule, they will na 
wish for a new rule and our rulere will do well to take a hint and keep 


contingency at as long a distance as possible, 


8. The Mad déta (5), in ite issue of the 11th October, writes :— Whatever 
there the alarming rumoure about 


oe esigns Asia, there is 


their causes. 


subside when the relations between the rulers and the ruled are most friendly. 
Government can be convinced of thie, we have little doubt they will improve their 
eon 1196-8 


of and not make a Russian invasion impossib 
sdastulliy cosdioake oft tall: phous it in tho beanne * 
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dig a big hole in the 

kill them. If the Government is 
it there is no foundation whatever for 
Government is defeated in a fight and its 
thay i: a eee 

to 

er, we ae and knew 
our rulers to our utmost and fight for 
Native rule we had all these blessings, 
lish people conquered us? The cause is 


tages to itself. Under the 
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present rule it is in the interests of the Government to give 
us a military training and to permit us to carry arms. As we hear that i 

is coming nearer and nearer to India every day, Government would benefit itself 
by favourably listening to this prayer of ours. 


5. The Sudhdber n. 88 18th oe A * cause of 
0 supremacy to their love for their country - 
BaP. FB. Ma and says that the Hindus have lost their 
by reason of the absence of this most important 
vharacteristic; for, says the paper, aie Oe See Se Se ee Se a 
simply as merchants, but when — saw that the Hindus had no bond of union 
and would fight with each other even for trivial matters they took advantage of 
this state of kept a Native army, and with its aid became supreme 
If we read the history of the English people we shall find very few instances 
of treachery, but, on the contrary, we shall see that on all occasions 
ready by fair or foul means to keep and increase the prestige of their coun 
Our rulers say that if we are able to govern ourselves they will hand 
the government to ct good to England. We must try to assist them in 
er | 
go 
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fulfilment of thia their intention and not trouble them. Our present du 
is imply to lay before mperial Majeaty our grievances with a view to have 
them ; or we need not go to Her Im Majesty even, the British 


Parliament being able to do away with all the grievances which are caused by 
defects in the laws or by 4 


6. 4 nn 22 4 
, says:—A competition 
— A the French, the 
the end 
over this matter, the question, which 
whether those Indians who are 
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. The Mahrdéta (5), in its ** the llth 1 
know t prinei practice 
Kemarks on the practice of and, on ts more ace 
eee Ce wg service from month to mon 
institutions in grown in our Legislative Councils, 
municipal institutions, except it be on the 
the poverty of the country. But 


as we are in the interests of our own country, it 
in cases where it involved no hardship. But so far is 
t into practice, heaven- 


Legislative Councils and even 
whose duties are light or casual, can be justly asked to offer their 
we know of no earthly reason why our Governors, Vicero 
in-Chief may not be asked to forego the su —1 extra vagan 
But, so far as we know, history does not a single instance of an 
high and well-to-do dignitaries having ever volunteered their valua 
gratis to this poor vountry. Of course, as we have hinted above, we have little 
faith in the justive of this principle, which is against the natural tendencies of 
human nature. Honorary service cannot, in the long run, be very effective 
— of administration and supervision that is sometimes visible 

pal other local institutions is, we believe, mainly due to the 

honorary character of the service. 


8. The Kaiser-e-Hind (89), in its issue of the 11th October, writes :— 
Mr. Lyall, Chief to the Government of India, 
. N communicates to the Bom 
— 8 be conferied. * Government views wi 
detract from the value of similar titles, which are from time to time conferred for 
services on meritorious servants, The reasoning is sound and the Supreme 
— ee | be commended for ita decision. But may we ask it to go a — 
further and iy wipe off by ene sale of the pen all manners of 
decorations from the 1 oe Tew Sent eae 
Shamsul-ulmaship and Mahdmahopidhydyashi wing heartily 
of these — Nay more. 1 t has ac mall demoralised the 
and created a kind of spurious “ public spirit —a spirit which, if any- 
» je intensely selfish degrading. It has also created jealousies and 
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local boards title-loving members. Those who 
men should serve them without these empty titles as before. 


10. The Arunodayd (21), in its issue of the llth October, says :—If we 


carefully the long correspondence published in the 
nan g * —— — Gasette of India on the nny ved of titles, we shall very 


Fe ae or ae ernment has had very 
little to do in doing away with the title of Sdéheb hitherto borne by the 
municipal and local board members. The Bombay Government has taken the 
chief part in this matter and the reasons given by that Government are 
worthy of study. They betray no but the narrow-mindedness of the local 
Government in red the y of the members from a Rao Saéhebship toa 
mere A’samship. The Government says that the titles of RAO Saheb and 
Rao Bahadur are always bestowed upon old servants for their valuable services, 
and that these officers are degraded when these titles are bestowed upon mere 
municipal members. This way of reasoning does not imply much generosity on 
the of our local Government, In this way a member of a - 
a local board losea his status and is esteemed far below a 
offi titled RAO Sd4heb, We think that both the Local and the Supreme Gov- 
ernments have erred in this matter, Both mae eee oe One in doing 
nae qian, ah Se one te pate one the ines Bian Sone work on 
or public weal. In these days it would be thought very a if one lo 
a 2 working for public good without remuneration and raised an- 
0 yd ale oe iPod a We do not insiat that members of local and muni- 
cipal boards should be called Réo Sdhebse and Rado Bahddure: nor do the 
members themselves care much for these ti for they know very well the 
value of empty titles; but they will feel much if they are considered inferior 
to the paid servants. The Bombay Government is from the beginning capes 
to the local self-government scheme of Lord Ripon, and this is an 
proof of the favt. We request the membere of the local boards not to lose 
courage because the Government treat them in this fashion, for, if 


in d the work undertaken by them, the Government in Heaven 
.= 


11. The ang 1. in its iesue of the llth 


this resolution about the titles, as it 11 
y wish to serve fellow- 


tragedy, from the attitude of 
(120) 


j 
mbay tion, and from his way of fi u 
. . 
similar ts. 


12. In alluding to the 1 visit of His Excellency Lord Harris 
to Ahmednagar, Sholdpur and Sind, the Jdm-e 
The —— tear of Jamehed (88), in its issue of the 17th October, ob- 
ey rane so Suslipur end serves :--The object of gubernatorial tours is no doubt 
Sind, and suggest ions to His very laudable, but it is seldom accomplished, 
Facellency in connection with in their tours our rulers hardly get an o 
it mixing with the ordi 
their complaints and grievances. 
making their tours thoroughly beneficial they ought to visit large 
places without giving previous intimation of so doing, and see the rich and 
poor inhabitants thereof and nally — themselves with the condi- 
tion of the people. If Lord Harris makes his approaching tour on these lines, 
it will be warmly welcomed and will leave an everlasting impression on the 


people. 


13. A Mahomedan correspondent of the Rds Goſtdr (90), in its issue of 

the llth October, observes that since the institution 

A recommendation to the of the shrievalty in the year 1820 Mr. Rahimtula 
Bombay Government to se Mahomed Sayani has been the. only Mahomedan 
sag Sheriff of Bombay for Sheriff appointed by the Government of Sir James 
the ensuing year. Fergusson in 1855, and that now that the Mahome- 
dan community has much advanced it deserves the 

bestowal of this honour on some of its other membera, and requests His 


Excellency Lord Harris to recognise its claims for the offive next year. 


14. The Gujardt Darpan (84), in its issue of the 11th October, says that 

8 a rumour is current at Surat that Government are 

Ramoured abolition of the thinking of transferring the local military force and 
pete MP’ substituting for it an armed police force, and requests 
the inhabitants to memorialise Government against 

this change, if the rumour be true, as it will not be a step in the right direction 
in the interests of the city, and as it had been abandoned on former ovvasions on 


the representation of the different Collectors. 


13. The Kaiser- Nad (89), in its issue of the J1th Ovtoher, writes :— 
—. By t — N W. 3 Hart, the Chief * 
n ien the Bom mall Causes Court, goes on nine montha’ 
re Ty Re ere Swall furlough, 2 as he has already earned his pension he 
may not very likely return to his post. We there- 
fore think it necessary to say a few words with regard to the working of the 
Court during the last 12 years ＋ he has ed over it. During this 
period the monetary jurisdiction of the Court has doubled and several important 
roy have been made in the ure and practice of the Court. While 
the Caloutta Small Causes Court has given reason for dissatisfaction to the 
suitore and the mercantile community of that place, the Bombay Court headed 
by its able and versatile Chief Judge has shown that it is quite capable of oo 
th the in number of suits and the varied and complicated q 
of law and ure which myst necessarily arise with the extension of its 
uriadiotion, The orp Small Causes haa been singularly fortunate 
possessing as its Chief Judge a gentleman of great erudition and varied talents 
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quick and ready intellect,—one who has always shown a robust grasp 
of niceties of law. He has been known for sterling common sense 
—a that is very uncommon 1 — and high- minded - 
ness, W re tion have combined to 
Ir the ngs in his Court. We have always 

upon the appointment of the Chief J of the Small Causes Court as 


second in importance only to that of a High Court Judge. Mr. Hart’s judg. 
mente have are commen the confidence and respect of Rell 


community and of the Chamber of Commerce, and the expedition with which 
he has disposed of the heavy number of cases and the satisfactory working of 
his Court have been very favourably dealt with by the High Court and the 
Chamber of Commerce, as shown by their respective protests against the threat. 
ened reduction of its pecuniary jurisdiction. It will be a matter of regret to 
the public and to the mercantile community to know that Mr. Hart 
not in all probability revert to the bench. But whether he reverts to 
bench or rejoins the bar, the loss to the one will be a gain to the other. 
Bombay Samdchdr (97), in its issue of the 16th October, expresses 
sentiments. | 


16. The Pini (6), — ya of — 7th 1 — ra Hosking, 

u the Sind Sadar Court, deliv over charge 

Pe Court if Sind’ pale. of his duties yesterday. He goes on 2} months’ pri- 

vilege leave. During the short time that he 

been on the bench both in the District Court and Sadar Court he has 

great satisfaction to the public. His judgments are marked by t ability 

and strong common sense. His courtesy and patience on the bench have been 

exemplary. We shall be glad to welcome him back after he has enjoyed his 
well-earned rest. Sind cannot afford to lose so conscientious a Judge. 


17. The Rdst Goftdr (90), in its issue of the 11th October, writes :—The 
acquittal of Europeans when tried on a charge of 
Alleged wrongfal — murdering a Native, in the face of evidence which 
eer et, of would be adjudged quite sufficient to hang a Native, 
effect. is deplorable for various reasons. That there has 
been a miscarriage of justice in an individual case, 
and that a particular murder has been allowed to go unavenged, is by no means 
the most serious result of such acquittal. It is most deplorable because of the 
wide-reaching effects of each instance in which there has been a gross and 
palpable failure of justice. It shakes the faith of the people in the professions 
of even justice between members of the ruling race and the subject races. 
It embitters the feeling, sharpens and accentuates the difference between 
* and Natives, and impairs one of the most potent moral forces 
on which rests the British rule in India, with, of course, 70,000 bayonets to 
strengthen and support it. On the other hand, such cases of avquittal create 
among the lower classes of the white population in India a perfect ir 
reverence and vontempt for the life of the Indian, which must seriously weaken 
their moral fibre. It must create in them an imperfect, if not perverted, 
sense of their moral responsibility, in their general relations with Natives. 
Low and ignorant Europeans are mostly to be found among the soldiers. 
If their bayonets constitute the strength of the State, the unavenged murders 
of Natives by some of them must go to make it weak. We burn with grief 
and indignation at a wrongful acquittal of a European, because we wish for 
the strength and stability of the British rule for the sake of India, since 
we fully appreciate the blessings of the rule. It is for thia reason that we 
* the palpably unjust acquittala pronounced by British juries when the 
ender is one of own countrymen. It is seen from experience that in 
such vases there is not much to choose between a common and a special jury. 


18. A correspondent, writing to the SudAdrak (19) in its isaue of the 12th 
Ootober, writes :—There is somethin wrong 

2 about the s jurymen's ideas aa Native evi- 
ourable Mr. Justice Bayley ence and the weight to be attached to it in cases of 
about Native evidence. murder in which an Englishman or an is 


the acoused. Such cases are becoming 


frequent, and unless Government take 

frequent occurrence, the Native’s idea 

2— the results will be 

never knew Mr. Justice Bayley to be very careful a 
and if what he is reported to have said about N 


his disagreeable estimate of Native character for truthfulness ? 
murder case is one which surel * to have the pointed 
public, both Indian and English, drawn to it. An 4 
murdering soldier and a common jury acquits Shroff. 
cases are let loose upon the world as pure as driven snow, or, in 
chaste as Mr. Crawford was finally found to be. And yet, a 
Sessions Judge in our presid recommends the withdrawal 
from districts like Belgaum. If it is to be withdrawn, 
from all alike, Natives and Europeans, 
shocking verdicts. The paths of justice will be smooth 
Judges may then skate or ride roughshod as they please. 
19. The Phaniz (6), in its issue of the 10th October, writes :— 
opinion in Bombay is 
Alleged necessity for re- ' 


vising the liste of jurors in 
Karächi. 


world, ng J 
to “drive the quill,“ are called upon to decide on matters of life and death, to 


ounce an opinion on complicated cases at times involving the life of their 
ellow-beings. Without much mental culture they are asked to decide the prvs 
and cones of questions submitted to them and weigh the conflicting evidence of 
witnesses and show sufficient acumen to separate the chaff from the wheat. 
This, it is hardly necessary to say, becomes a very difficult matter for many of 
our juvenile jurors, and it is to be regretted that to their tender mercies the lives 
of many men are left. Of course it is not to be denied that there are the 
— safeguards against any perverse or irrational verdict. But yet there are 
many — — to be derived from a body of rational and intelligent jury- 
men, It would certainly be worth while to revise our jury lists. There are 
some who deserve to be eliminated by reason of their incompetence for such 
responsible duties. 


20. A correspondent of the Vijay (76), in its issue of the 9th October, 
complains about the diffloulty of access to the District 
A vomplaint about the Judge's Court at Belgaum. He says that he wanted 


2 4 LA * to go to hear an important case argued by a celebrated 


Belgeaum. barrister, but was refused admission on the plea that 
permission from the Ndair was required, and requests 

the editor to carry this matter to the eare of the Judge, so that in future no 

permission from the Nasir may be necessary for admission into the Court. 


N. The Gerdt Darpan (87), in ita isaue of the 13th October, writes: 
3 If there is a judicial humbug, it is the Honorary 
en nne ee u denen) Tarte bas 
1 men a serve as Honorary 
ee is in turn to fine and intimidate peo 
for committing a nuisance or putting an obstruction, or building or re 
a house without notice, or for making encroachments on or projections over 
municipal land. These municipal cases are simple enough to decide, and 
the honorary servants of the public have made them still simpler. This is the 


if 


Ht 


gas 
1 
4 


* 
F 


not be 


next day that no com 


ee 


But what of the seal? The 


a 
: 3 


5 


of this, 


4 


S8 


te to answer the charge. 

swore his evidence, his 
out what he had written, The 
to say, 
rregularity. 


ble witnesses to dis n 


te on that day sent word that he could 
on the next day. Jt was found on the 


plaint had been lodged to justify the second summons, 
Adarji, a pensioned Deputy Magistrate and as such not 
terial work, said when the mukAfier of the accused 
at it was all the mistake of his and of the sheristedar | 


summons was taken back by the Magistrate 


and was destroyed. This is a fact, and the M te must admit that there was 


a summons not 


brought Mr. Mo 


12 h the seal of the Court, which 


Court, ps to escape this difficulty the Magis- 


trate took up the Gopipura debris case. The banker 1 books and 
Neer 


witnesses that the 


was wrong and he was the Magistrate 


regretted being unable to do anything to Mr. Motirim 
22. A correspondent, writing to the Muavwin-i.Majma-i: Mahammadi (159), 
re 


the use of waate 


rang the 
land b 


2 
2 
— 


3 
1 
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| and Hui 


in its issue of the 28th —— says :—Government 
of the roles have issued such strict 


es ng the use of waste 


land that the Zamindäre in em to possess na 
right over it. They are 2 bited from using it for 
any p whatever. i 


, for the 
the sanders of bie within 
o land being covered with dust 


pecuniary loss on Government, 
steps to remove such 
: rr t it a 1 
pa t of occu ees. 
the highest b “. is thus that 
ve acquired lands and the original Zamindérs have been ruined. 


23. The Pratod (60), in its issue of the 15th October, says :—The Govern- 
ment has come to a very strange conclusion. There 
was some increase in the fees for allowing 


some applications from the Poona and Nasik districts 
alone were received. As all the other districts have kept a rigorous silence 
on this subject the Government has come to the conclusion that the increase 
was quite proper and that the rates were not very high, while the true state is 
quite the contrary. So the people should take care in future in treating matters 
of public interest and should not let Government draw wrong inferences. 


24. The Native Opinion (15), in its issue of the 11th October, writes: 
Two very serious problems, affecting vitally the mate- 
wy — of an order rial interests of the rural population, claim the atten- 
lr ae wae tion of all who care for the well-being of the people 
Bepartment. ol this presidency. We mean the proposed ex 
of the n Agriculturists’ Reli on 
the intrinsic utility of which is so much divided—to districts other than the four 
in which it has been in force since its enactment, and the circular recently issued 
in the Ratndgiri District by the Forest Department. Both these are very 
serious matters. We mean at present to notice only the Forest Depart- 
ment circular, alluded to above. e had thought that with the light that was 
thrown on the administration of the Forest Department during the last few 
* any further extension of its mischievous activities would receive a check, 
t we have been disappointed. Well nigh exhausted in the Thana District, 
they are now being renewed in the Ratnagiri District,—a district admittedly the 
in the whole a. That part of the presidency is now receiving 
kind notices of the benevolent Forest Department. Not that the depart- 
ment had not hitherto turned its eyes towards it; its activities had not extended 
beyond reserving forests here and there. Oppressive as those reservations have 
been, the orders that have been quite recently issued cap all the others. We 
learn that the lopping of the five trees, sg, sew, chandan, ain, and ndna, and 
cultivation within an area of 8 feet from their trunks, in the Adi land, have been 
vented. These trees cannot be cut without the permission of Government. 
itherto the prohibition as to cutting extended only to adg, stew and chandan, but 
now ad and wine have been invluded and the restriction extended from cutting to 
ee and cultivation within the area specified above, If the Forest Department 
Is 4 to the mischievous results of these orders, so are not the people whose in- 
terests are vitally affeoted thereby, and they are taking constitutional measures to 
bring to the notice of the Government the n that will be r 
entailed upon them if these orders are not set aside. The whole district, of whio 
Moti land forma the major part and ddra, to which the orders do not extend, 
the minor, is in consternation. We learn that a very large number of them met at 
Ratnagiri last month and approached the District Collector, Mr. A. Cumine, C. S., 
with a view to lay before him their grievances. The stereotyped answer that 
the matter will be carefully gone into has been given and the assembled people 
returned to their homes. We hope the Government of His Excellency Lord 
will look into the matter very carefully and withdraw the orders issued. 
We join the a 4 in thinking that they are very 222 and that they will 
inevitably operate to the detriment of cultivation, Has Government the right 
to aue such orders in reapect to trees standing on the Tat land? Moreover, 
putting aside the queation of cutting the for bailing purposes, will 
not these prohibitions of lopping for agricultural operations, of cultivation 
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25. The Plone (6', in its issue of the 7th October, writes:—A great 
amount of eloquent tion has been wasted on the 


Remarks in connection little riots in China the Christian missionaries. 
— N. 4 14 ie he No civilized human being can do otherwise than 


9 regret the outrages in which the uproar has terminated, 

quite as much because they give an opportunity 
of interference to the — oa powers as because so many innocent and 
even heroic Christians have fallen victims to bigotry. But when will the self- 
righteous European learn to understand the Asiatic? And to begin with, what right 
have the who have allowed Italian immigrants to be lynched with 
. by „to intimidate China with gun- boats? What is the signifi- 
cance of the threatened armed demonstration in the Chinese waters when Jews 
are daily ted with diabolical perseverance by the Government and people 
of Russia? Why are brawls in Central Asia to be a more righteous caene belli 
than the fiendish persecution of the rave from whom the Christians have received 
the Old Testament? No doubt, the powers take their stand on treaty rights; 
but Anglo-Indian and English editors have often taught us that it is mere 
pedantry to adhere to treaty stipulations when there are more eloquent facts 
underneath. Is it not worth while to penetrate below the surface and try 
to understand the irrepressible animosity felt towards the missionaries by the 
adherents of ancient systems? A civilization as old and venerable as any that 
now rules the world—a civilization which survived the devastations of wild 
Tartars and Mahomedan conquerore—that civilization is apparently crumbling 
away at the touch of the European. In the name of commerce, in the name ol 
religion, these ingenious Europeans have before now subdued and denationalised 
vast regions of the earth, destroyed the independence of many peoples, and 
silently forced upon them customs and practices entirely abhorrent to their 
genius. It is not the least disquieting feature of this transformation that so 
many of the rising minds in the countries conquered have acquiesced in this 
metamorphosis, either from motives of worldly advancement or from intellec- 
tual shallowness, or want of national self-respect. When Cyrus wished to crush 
the Lydians for ever, the most effective expedient he could think of was to 
change the drees of the male citizens of and the adoption of a foreign 
intellectual dresa is, perhaps, no less effeminating to the na spirit. Such 
lessons are doubtless present before the patriotic mandarins who are 80 gro 
teaquely denounced in the Euro press. China is by no means an extinct 
volcano yet. Lord Wolseley thinks that if she could only find a Napoleon, the 
— ht quickly become the fashion, not only in P and at Simla, but 
in Pe ienna at Washington. A people nat so powerful will not 
be willing to surrender their independence very readily. They must be observing 
with lively anxiety the inrush of that civilization of which the missionary is the 
pioneer, and which, by education and the superficial glamour of the material 
iam of the West, has ously destroyed ancient institutions wherever his 
has been written. The lamentable outrages in China are inspired not so m 
by religious on aa an ardent desire for national independence, which every 
European who is not a hypocrite should respect. 
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26. The Kdeid-e-Mumbai (112), in ite 
It is unfair f 


matter. 


wound the feelings 2 a by 
m against 
— A om and it is really generous that 


with cold contempt. Last year, about the time of the 
sionaries at Surat wrote something against the 
Mahomedans of Ränder and Surat threatened to ta 
Collector of the district, interfered and the 
writing was immediately stopped. This shows that the 
can prevent missionaries from indulging in such 

may also follow with advantage the example recently 
Government, which prosecuted the editor of a certain 
the feelings of the Roman Catholics. 


Part II. — Education. 


27. The Mahrdtta (5), in its issue of the llth October, writes :—Prizes 
were distributed to the students of the Poona Female 

Prise distribution of the High School on Thursday last, at which interesting 
Female High School, Poona, ceremony their Excellencies Lord and Lady Harris were 


eas cat tok His present. His Excellency made a speech on the occasion 


the occasion. which su a good many points for reflection. 
The first im t fact that is emphatically brought 
to light in His Excellency’s speech is that the Girls’ High School is a Government 


institution. Lord Harris tells the governing body of the school to continue to 
make till they emerge from the character of a governing institution 
to one on the aided principle.“ Native States have very largely contributed 
towards the funds of the High School, and it will be very interesting to know if 
they contributed towards the erection of a Government or a private institution. 
It is also interesting to know if the noble donors are aware of the fact that the 
institution belongs to Government and not fo them. We have then another 
question to ask, via., whether the number of pupils (71) is inclusive or exclusive 
of the training college students and those of the E school absorbed in the 
Female High School. Another point suggested by His Excellency’s speech is 
about the popular sympathy this institution commands. His Exvellency assumed 
that those who were present to witness the ceremony were present not because 
the Governor was present, but because they approved of female education 
and that they were trying to advance it. We are sorry the list of those present 
on the occasion is not published. Had it been so we should have been able to 
say how many were nt there because the Governor was tand how 
many because they were real and honest sympathisers of the movement. If we 
can judge from the invitations issued, we can without any fear of contradiction 
say that the number of those nt must have been made up of both kinda. 
In his concluding remarks His Excellency made it very clear that the institution 
was a very desirable one from the Western point of view, and he left it ote 
to the people to see if it was equally so from the Eastern point of view. 

Excellency did well, indeed, in not pronouncing an opinion on behalf of the 
Easterns, His Exvellency has given one more of his reputation as a 
matter-of-fact Governor. Any other man in his place would not have hesitated 
to say that he was glad to see that the Easterns had commenced to take euch deep 
interest in the English education of their wives and daughters, because in the 
list of members of the Mahdrdshtra Female Education Society there were such 
names as those of Dr. Bhandarkar and Rdéo Bahddur Ranade. Weare 
glad that our rulers are beginni RRE 
a-dozen or so of reformers there isa wide gulf intervening and that what they say 
e would like to say or show. Taken as a 


or show is not really what the peopl 
Whole, His Excellency’s speech gives clear indication he really knowe how 


cha 
as to make it suitable to a large number of girls, 


we ho h the speech of His 
Harris made on 

rris in also made a remark regardi 
between Bombay Municipal ration and the Government 
the cost of primary education, and said that wherever the scheme of 
government was in vogue the responsibility of educating the people 
rested on the municipality. But the p ings at the last meeting of the 
Corporation are sufficient to show that we do not enjoy the franchise of 
-government in its entirety. Moreover, Government do not allow the 
municipality to enjoy the revenues to which they are justly entitled, but 
only burden them with additional expenses in the name of local self-gov- 
ernment. If, therefore, local self-government means extra taxation vent 


conseq 
— those additional expenses, it will be a curse rather than a much-covcted 


29. The Din Mani (82), in its issue of the 18th October, says that it has 
got information to the effect that in municipal 
girls’ school No. 1 at Broach the pupils are made to 


love songs, and requests the local school-board 
the educational authorities to — into this 


matter and to warn the teachers against doing so in future, as otherwise man 


ple will, says the paper, cease sending their girls to the school and the cause 
1 education il nder. 


Part ITI, — Municipalities, 


80. The Indian Spectator (D. in its issue of the 11th October, ex 


much disappointment at the present com on of 
sd cuieipal Cort Se Sony the Bombay Municipal Corporation and 2 want of 
— independence and zeal in its members, European and 

Native, and after showing how this defivienvy is apparent in all the sevtions of 
the members observes :—The majority of Native councillors belong to the non- 
descript class, It is they who are seldom true to the interests of the city, It is 
because of their fluctuating character, their personal interests, their treason to 
their conscience, that off and on amendments and motions of a most important 
character for the welfare of the city are lost. The chief executive for the time 
espies this great weakness, and, naturally, having a flickering interest in 

of the rate-payers, ho never misses an opportunity to enlist the weak- 

kneed on his aide by sending round canvassers to collect votes every time that 


he has to out some . own, Thie is the way he gets hia 
as are dupes to be gulled, the chief exeoutive does 

k. Is it a wonder if the Munivipal tion of Bombay is 

ita integrity and independence, and degrading itself to the level 

umerable out: district local boards of which we 


bliged at the eleventh hour de 


unicipal Executive Engineer? Eviden 
the official pressure put on him must be overwhelming to induce him to wi 


sf 
isl 


gS 
34 
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i 
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the publie spirit of Bombay. It was Here is a 

laring instance of that demoralisation which has crept unicipal council- 

and which, if not put a stop to, is likely to lead to great ca in the 

near future. The re-appointment of Mr. Walton, in brief, is nothing but a grave 
GG 


orporation. 


31. The Gujard'i ©), in its issue of the 11th October, regrets that Mr. 
4cha’s motion regarding the connection of munici- 
Remarks ona motion re- pal officers with the elections was rejected, and sa 
— Mgt Mey a the tat hinge sso cassia on io the masicusty 
tion by Mr. W “rpor interest and flattery, and that this state of wil 
hardly improve uniess some able member of the 
tion takes up the question, which alone will make the Corporation 


independent and respected. 


32. The Jagadddared (88) of Ahmednagar, in its issue of the 11th October, 
says:—It is our duty to respect and honour His Excel- 


_ Disapproval of the resolu. leney the Governor of Bombay and to rejoice when he 
tion of the Ahmednagar Mu. visits this town of ours to see it for himself and to ar- 


nicipality to Re. 300 on 
* he approach. range for the proper supply of water to the cantonment 
ing visit ‘of His — and to the towu. A mir he of tho general committee 


the Governorto Abmeinagar. of the municipality was held to consider the subject 

of giving a suitable reception to the Governor, at which 
a resolution was passed sanctioning the expenditure out of the municipal funds 
of a sum of Rs. 300 for the purpose. Two of the members pointed out that it 
was illegal to spend the municipal funds in this way, and that they were ready 
to collect the necessary amount from private sources; but we are a oy to 
say that the committee paid no attention to this wise advice. [The Nager 
Samdchdr (58), in its issue of the 10th Ovtober, also condemns the resolution of 
the Ahmednagar Municipality sanctioning Re, 300 for the reveption to be given 
to His Excellency the Governor. | 


Part IV.—Native States. 


33. The Paret Naur (118), in its issue of the 15th October, observes ;— 


— The management of Native States ie bei ually 
8 and brought to light. The 1 40 not 
„ — 22 
subjects u think of squandering 
1 os indulging in vices 
tof the future. It is feared that if such es ie 

surely become nonentities within the next 50 and it 
that the Indian National Congress, which aska for new political franchises 
from the British Government, does not eee the necessity for asking for reforms 
in Native States. It is not, however, too late, and it will do well to take up this 

question seriously in hand. 
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$4. The Nutive Opinion (15), in ite issue of the 15th is astonished 
nene ee 1o sen 


Re. 75,000 for otal 
mere Darbér cellency the — he 
of the treasury 1 . — there 
are mistakes in the — 144 to id fal which 
a 1 offiver has been lately a 
—, it is — pa wel spen — 4 4 sum o> flrewor 
hope that t 


G. M. SATHE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Reporter on the Native Press, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 20th Octuber 1891. 


INDEX. 
Vor the week ending 17th October 1601.) 


Paier |. —Politics and the Public Administration— 


of an order recently issued in the Retndgiri District 
the Forest Department ... 4 
Judicial matters: 
A complaint against the working of the Honorary Magistrate“ 
Coart at Sarat... 
——_ 1 to the Diatrict Judge's 


the remarks recently made the Honourable 
— — ve evidence .. ty — 


i L. Ge Bites of Réo 

the membere of 
ed to be conferred 7 
o away wi the titles of Mio Saheb | 
6 | 


to 
— 


of the Sadar Court in Sind, er 10 | 
let Sedge of the ** Consee Cour | 


Mr W. R Hart, 


praised ‘en 9 
matters: | 
12 


erument in the matter 15 
8 9 — with the tote in China against the Christian | 
14 


Shrieval > of af Boma A recommendation to the Bombay Government 
er 22 for the 
ee ee6 e868 eee 9 
yee Lord Lanedowne and Lord Harrie: Praises bestowed 
M. M. ae Oo ee See 


Their “a 
u — r. 
— eee ees 8 


Toure: The tour of His Lord Harrie to Ahmed- 
nager, and * a to His Nn 
connection dy ase 9 

Waate lands ia Sind Disapproval of a the use ot 


waste land WN 12 


School, Poona: Prise distribution of the — and the speech 
His Excellency Lord Harris on the occasion : 
Girls’ school No. 1, Breach: A complaint against the teachers of the 


Disapproval of the resolution of 8 ipality to 
300 out of the municipal funds on the occasion the visit 
the Governor to Nagar ... vii 01 


AT UR COVEANMENE CANTRAL PREM, 


No. 48 or 1891. 


REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THB BOMBAY PRESIDBNCY 
For the Week ending 24th October 189]. 


List of Newspapers and Periodicals 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. 


r 


— 


Exer tan. 


The Bombay East Indian... 
» Indian tor... wai 
Kathidwaér Times 
Mahomedan Herald 
Mahratta ea ae 


32335 


ss 


— 
— 
— 


Pheenix ... eee eee eee eee 

Quarterly Journal of the Poona Sérva- 

Sind Times aie 13 ue 
Ane ro-Maniral. 


=z “secs ot = 


528355 Bs 


ffir EH n rr 
888 Beegees 


f 


1 
4 
886 85 


i 


85 


" 


ks 88K 


5 


rrrrrrrrrrrerere rorrrr: 
5 


if 


„ S3 5 3 2 „„ „ „ „„ „„ „„ „ „ „ 


i 
=< 


— — — 


2 8888888 8888883583832 133238334233 2333242223233 3282 4244743427 


i isi 


‘ead : 1 hyal 4h lk? 
| ft e iii alt be 


8 2 2 é * „ rer 


328233888388 8838 8888862828 2B E28 3233332833838 22 2423328333833 233323 


r 
The names 
tint ne 


3 — 8 


tm yh yt 


mush overt to indie 8 


” 
* 
” 
* 
” 
* 
” 
” 
* 
” 


* 


Manra’tut AND Ka‘ wanes. 
| The Shri Siddhesh var eee eee 


Hip. 


The Bharata Bhrata ... 
„ Brdhma Patrika ... 


„% Ratnaprakdsh Ratlém ... 


Undo. 


The Akhbäre Ratan Prakäah — 
„ Charkhdri Akhbär 105 

„ Dhar State Gazette 

„ Eh-t-ahamul — Jhowra .. 

„ Gwalior Gazette .. 


„ dowbar ... = : 
„ Kushful bur. 4 
„ Mukhbir . 105 i 
PERSIAN. 
The Iklil rea 6 an 
Eneuisn, Mana vl ub Hundt. 


The Pandit e:e ee@ 
Natlan, Mana ui and Guan bl. 


The Baroda Vateal 


OA 


1 


2 


15 


f 


; 
4 


eee 


Notes.—A. The notices from the different Newepapere have been collected in the Report under different heade 
41 ia — A of the Report in italics, and the number ef the News: 


ees 


S85 8 8 § SSSESESESEES 


— 
8 


888 


2 
2 


S 


~ 
2&3 


f 


58 
POPPE 


8 Zens 


Weekly 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Weekly 
Do. 


eee 


. i 


Part I.—Politice and the Public Adminietration. 


1. The Gujardt Darpan (84), in its issue of the 18th October, aays: 
serious are the of war on the horizon 
What would be the fate of Wel have not much to fear 
n war rk political outlook so 
— glorious English rule. We 
cumstances come to which God forbid, England will not tamely 
India to Russia. e have once seen E coming out unscathed from a 
turmoil wherein almost all the European ers were united against England 
and we are quite sure that the same will be the result once more. 
rn 
v. peace ppiness under the present rule. some 
ome ee ag were obliged to defend herself the Russians, how 
would she do it? This is a very grave question which agitates the minds of 
India’s well-wishers. About a generation ago India was deprived of her arms, 
and since then a new generation has sprung up which is quite ignorant of their 
use and is consequently totally unfit to protect itself or to assist its rulers in 
the event of an emergency. How, then, can even Government to 
defend such a mass of unarmed population? This is a very grave position, 
requiring the utmost attention from our wise and lenient rulers. We hope that 
the Government will permit us to use arms and enable us to protect ourselves 
and thereby strengthen itself too. 


2. The Gujardti (85), in its issue of the 18th October, observes :—We do 
nm, = know — to rely on the — By the 
Remarks on the rumoured. Viceroy intends resigning office next April, but : 

Eibe bed would wishthat the rumour had been well founded 


as the administration of Lord Lansdowne has proved 
a complete failure and has caused great dissatisfaction among the people, parti- 
more 


cularly the Natives, who sincerely wish him to make room for a better and 
sympathising Viceroy. The Kashmere and Manipur affairs, the passing of the 
Age of Consent Act and the prosecutionof the Banyebasi newspaper are among the 
important events of his rage, of all of which the Natives 3 disapprove. 
However, it is desirable that he should remain in office till the new poorer | 
elections are held ; hevause, as the Liberals are expected to come into power a 
Lord Ripon to be the Secretary of State for India, it is hoped that Mr. Gladstone 
will send out a noble and man as Viceroy of India and then the present 
discontent of the people will come to an end. If, on the other hand, His Excel- 
lenvy Lord Lansdowne resigns office before the elections, the Conservative 
ministry will fill up his place and it is hardly likely that they will send one who 
wil] sympathise with the people in their views. 


3. The Din Baud, (10), in its issue of the 18th October, says :— 
1 1 How beneficial would it be to India if all of us 
Mt Cs n = were to devote ourselves body and soul to subjects 
like the income-tax and the salt-tax and leave subjects 
like the Age of Consent Act to those who like to handle them? The Bombay 
Revenue Code is a subject of utmost importanve and requires proper handling. 
Our benefactors in England have, we are very glad to hear, taken it in hand, as 
Will be seen from a perusal of the vigorous speech made by Mr. Seymour Keay at 
the late disoussion on the Indian Budget in Parliament in answer to Sir Richard 
— Hg of the famine velebrity, who never loses an opportunity of telling the 
peop © of England how ha * and contented the —— ry of India is and also 
how there are no arrears of land revenue, Mr, Seymour Keay contended that 
it was impossible for the peasantry to fall into arrears, the enactments which 
crushed down the poor cultivators of India being hard and inhuman, 


4. The BA (6), in its issue of the 14th Ootober, writes :—The practice © 
V of conferring hon titles on members of local 
with the discontinvance of boarde and munici 


palities ia, we learn, to be disconti. 
the practice of conferring the uued as Government have resolved thatsuch titlesshould 
wle of Nie Biheb and Réo cease. We do not 3 the abolition will be much 
— — members of yeyretted. At best it la but an insignificant ap 

— * which every representative on the municipal or 
local boarde, whatever hig merits or capabilitics 


and = local 


cox 1206—2 


may be, is by virtue of his office entitled to claim. The fact of its being th 
4 must have lowered its value in the estimation of all 


intelligent men, who will now rejoice that the distinction is no longer to exist, 
1 its discontinuance will be some municion! coenls 
who owe their seat not to any individual merit or abilities, but are simply 
reason of their wealth and returned toa body to which they form 

a desirable acquisition. 


but 

5. The mn * Qo 1 7 of the ey ng very 1 — 
b y dint of perseverance t oona ajanik 
P. . 2 Sabha was able, after a lapse of over twelve — 
tension of to extort from the exceedingly reluctant Bombay Goy. 
2 — > not ge 9 4 peal to the highest autho. 
Pr (hae ty at Simla, a copy of the latest report of the special 

ane © See tose aon appointed to watch the operations of that stra 

and impractical piece of | tion known as t 

Agriculturists’ Relief Act, it may be a moot question whether the Sabha 
to urge Government to extend the measure to other districts 
where it has been enforced. The report on which that public-spirited 
its representations is still a document én camera. The Government 
taken special care that it should not see the light of day. How 
tion may hold good we cannot say, for we are not in the conf- 
bureau which has secreted that report. But whether it is published 
to rot in the remotest recesses of the Revenue Secretariat, one thing 
ly predicted of the Act itself. It is a legislative abortion, and like 
It was the creation of Sir (then 
.) Theodore Hope. Many were the angry battles fought over it during its 
through the 2 Council ; while the criticism to which economic 
perts and students alike subjected it outside the legislative chamber was suifli- 


* 
7 


7 5 
i 
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ciently caustic and unfavourable. The whole tendenvy of the Act was predicted 
to be mischievous. It was foretold that the material improvement of the Deccan 


ped in hopeless indebtedness, would not be avhieved by a measure 
toall principles of political economy, ethics and common sense. 
For that matter, a short Act might have as well been passed with ease, making short 
work of indebtedness in the Deccan. ‘“ Whereas it is expedient for the future 
material prosperity of the rayat that the State should discharge him from all 
debts, be it enacted that all proceedings under the Civil Provedure Code for the 
recovery of his debts shall be inoperative so far as they relate to the Deccan.” A 
drastic but laconic enactment of this revolutionary character might have been 
intelligible and wonderfully achieved the miracle of solvenvy of the Deccan 
peasantry rather than the elaborate legislative monstrosity whivh ita infatuated 
author by much official manwuvring was able to create. The poet has observed: 
“ Like following life through creatures you dissevt; you lose it the moment 
you detect.” So in endeavouring to redeem the peasant from his load of debts 
and obligations you have only done him greater injury. In trying to free him 
you have only made him a worse slave than before. Those who chose to take 
advantage of the reconciliatory and other emancipatory clauses are not known 
to have fared better than before. The legal discharge from bonds and obliga- 
tions has had only this net effect, that those who gave him oredit before have 
ceased = ave him credit now. The middleman, the money-lending Marwadi, is 
undoubtedly a usurer of the worst type. But he is no worse than the Jew 
whom holy Russia madly tries to extirpate and thereby free the slave from his 
land indebtedness, So that it has come to pass in the vase of the Devoan rayat, 
that his second stage of a free and solvent man is worse than his first! lt 
appears paradoxical; but so it is, that with the chain of oppressive debts hangin 
round hia neck he was able to eke out a bare sustenance for himself, his wile 
children, whereas without that halter round his neck he starves and famis!es. 
For, on one side the edwkdr will not lend him for his seeds or advance him 
for his rope the State, like the dog in the manger, will not give him help nor 
induce others to do so. He has loat credit and with it he has loat the very thing 


and nether millstones. And while such is the 


yt Bef oy Bee ce 


7 
body as the Sd4rva Sabha grav the Government to 
4 ties | We tear, in this lr eto the wisdom which 
ng trait of that public body has nowhere. Surely, 
among its active members gen of undoubted 
great liberality of thought, does not require to be taught what is 


student of political economy, „ that ical 
seb thats: thes oll the ab a * 1 — 


under the empire of civil institutions, as Mr. Laveleye justly o 
all civil institutions have economic interests for their fi 


this axiom of political — * 
E. not only in Deccan but in the whole empire, is the accumulated 
result of the ee of civil institations having for their aim and object 
economic pursuits—economic pursuits among w husbandry stands pre- 
eminent from times the most ancient? If this axiom holds good, then it 
ight de further asked whether a solution of this vexed and most dif- 
cult problem which could engage the serious attention of any civilised state 
in the world, does not lie more in a radical change in the civil laws of 
the empire, so far as they affect land, than in an accumulation of such 
laws which only tend to vate the disease which — are su 
to cure. It was this great defect which was clearly seen through by Sir James 
Caird in his official tour as one of the members of the Famine Commission. A 
shrewd and sagacious expert as he is, and no mean authority on matters agricul- 
tural, he did not disguise his opinion on the matter. For in that able memor- 
andum which he separately submitted twelve years ago to the then 
of State, he openly alluded to the deplorable fact and pointedly drew attention 
to the real measures of relief. And though the hide- and self-sufficient 
bureaucracy which surrounded Lord Lytton at the time pretended to discount 
those remedies, it cannot be denied by those who have taken some pains to 
think over the matter, that Sir James’ 1 for relieving the Indian 
try in general from their present condition, which is worse than that of 
— making them really thriving and enriching the State revenue for all 
times to come, are, on the whole, deserving the attention of a wise and benevolent 
Government. We believe the Sdrvajanik Sabha would deserve the gratitude 
of the country if, instead of recommending the extension of the Deccan cul- 
turista’ Relief Act, it applied its undoubted energies to the question of how to 
restore, however partially, those old sheet anchors in our land revenue system, an | 
how to extricate the Government from those “quicksands of legal chi " 
in which it has unconsciously, but blindly, plunged itself. The axe of reform 
should be laid af the roof, and not at the top branches. And it is superfluous 
to say that Indian land . — of over three-quarters of a century is the root 
which needs to be heroivally outrooted. Then and then alone, may we witness 
a solvent and prosperous peasantry. 


6. While writing on the disastrous consequence of a - in a community, 

the Pratod (00), in its issue of the 19th October, 

Want of unanimity and observes:—Take any newspaper of the t time 
— —— — Bh in hand, and you will find that in ne quarrels 
ae are raging more or less in all institutions, large or 
small, from the most insignificant body to associations 

like the Poona Sdrva Sabha. Itisa great pity that our people should yet 
be unacquainted with the evil effects of mutual discord. It is h thie 
want of harmony that we have lost Native rale, material and 
physical power, have been reduced to a state of starvation, have fal the 
estimation of the world, and have become meeker and more harmless even than 
ae A shepherd can tend a flock of 150 sheep at the outaide, while one 
Englishman can keep under control 1,250 natives of India without any diffloulty 
whatever. What condition can be meaner than thie? The late Shdstribdwa, 
the younger, compared English education to a tigress, but we liken it to liquor. 
Our people of the modern time aro like drunkards, who while intoxicated pluck 
each e's bere and a ee oe duty and are day and night 
aa * can wreak vengeance one another, 

of the Tanten effecta of thelr vindictiveness on country at 

large. Our rulere possess good as well as bad qualities, and itis very unfortunate 


jointly 
. This good quality of sympathy with 
| been absent from our people e are at a loss 
have received an English education and who move 
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mf fail to appreciate their fellow-feeling which characterizes 
heir discussions and differences of opinion. It is not 


necessary to 

an instance of this sort. Many Europeans disliked the doings of 
. Crawford; but did any one of e 
hout the annals of India not a single instance be found 
lishman 14 joined the Natives t his own countrymen, 
be found in which there is no instance of our 8 

not 


. 
15 


* 
8 


a page will 
joined oo to effect the ruin of our own country. We 
mean to say that internal dissensions or differences like those at present 


in Hindu society are totally absent from the English or 
ual 


i 


e only want to im on the minds of our readers this fact that 
men fight for a principle and not for the interesta of a particular 
and pag tg oe eee there is not much personal spite among them. For in- 
stance, in Par there are always two — and their members fight very 
warmly for the sake of their party principles, but there is never an attem 
to throw dirt on or insult any particular member. The late Lord Beaconsfle 
and Mr. Gladstone were leaders of opposite parties, but they never encou 
any one to insult or show disrespect to their opponents. On the other hand, Dr. 
Bhändärkar and Professor Ginsiwdle have lost the respect and position which 
they formerly had in the estimation of the _ opposed to them in principle, 
simply because the one favoured the Age of Consent Act and the other was a 
hitter opponent of that Act. Their learning and other good qualities have been 
forgotten on account of their difference of opinion in one respect. ‘This is a 
very deplorable state of things. What has led us to make these reflections is 
the absolute inactivity of the people on this side of the country with regard to 
the Indian National Congress, the next meeting of which has drawn very 
near. Our earnest prayer to our educated countrymen is that they should forget 
the split caused among them by the Age of Consent Act and gird up their 


loins to make the necessary preparations in view of the approaching meeting of 
the Congress. 


7. The Pinie (6), in its issue of the 17th Ovtober, writes :—In the memo- 
rial recently presented to the Commissioner in Sind by 
udo the ae, e Judi. the Karachi branch of the Central National Mahomedan 
preme Judi- . a 

See Association, inter alia there was a yer for the 
, reconstitution of the supreme Judivial Court of the 
ee ince. Without meaning to endorse unreservedly the proposals in the 

ahomedan memorial regarding the reconstitution of the Sadar Court, this 
point will be generally admitted that the constitution of that Court, consis 

of a single Judge as it does, fails to give public satisfaction. Times out 
number has the local press expressed its views in favour of the reconstitution, 
and ever and anon has the public clamoured against the t state of affairs. 
If it were necessary to gauge the strength of the popular conviction about the 
unsatisfactory state of the Judivial De the 25 the frequency 
with which attempts are made to ‘revive the aubject and bring it to the notice 
of the authorities will of itself suffice to show how closely it affects public 

interesta. On the broad question, therefore, that some remedy is needed 
practically an unanimity of opinion, but as to what ie to be the nature of the 
opinions differ, It certainly ia establishing a very invidious distinotion 
ed sd pelle = to the feelings of Her Majesty's Native su 

, iI rivil papier be 
| h Court in res offences committed in the pro of 
matters of life and death are in the case of Native subjects entrusted to the 
decision of a sole Judge. The Judge may, indeed, be a most competent man 


cone 
If it is intended to insinuate 
ple that what is the business of ev 


High Court be then resolved into its constituent elemen 
preme autocrat without the possibility of ha 
y other. In fact, it could 

it would certainly be incorruptible with the hitherto well 
our British Judges, that such a juvenile characteristic as nonchalance in 
when working in a body would prevail amongst them. The Commissioner said 
that judicial administration consisted not only of sitting on the bench and decid- 
ing 


points as to s 
circuit work 


y 
engaged in the solution of knott ES 
administration of justice. It is difficult to see in what respec 
would fail to do the work that is done at present. 
rather a strong 4 that not only the same amount of work will be 
done, but it will be done better with a plurality of heads, In fact, by the 
constitution of the Sadar Court with a einyle Judge, Sind is now worse off than 
what it was during the first days of British rule. Then in addition to the Com- 
missioner there was a Judicial Assistant to the Commissioner, and all appeals 
lay not to the latter alone but were decided by him and the Commissioner. 
Now we have the Judicial Commissioner substituted for the Judicial Assistant 
and the supreme power of hearing ya is lodged with one head alone. We 
find it dichoult to agree with the Commissioner that a bench of Judges would 
lesson the responsibility on the individual members that constitute it. We think 
it would almost be sacrilegious on our part to entertain any such opinion about 
our experienved Judges as to believe them capable of doing their work in a 
slipshod and perfunctory fashion when in a body. 


8. The Broach Mitra (98), in ita isaue of the Qlat Ovtober, observes :—The 
income-tax ia, no doubt, a very obnoxious tax, but we 
28 — do mat know of Ty n R — been 
| sought to evied on auch a public and charitable 
— — inatitution as a library, and we — therefore au 
to find that the Raychand Dipohand Library at h has been assessed at Ra. 20 
a year, whereas ita annual net t as computed from the last four yeare’ 
account ie hardly Re. 500. The library gets an annual grant of Re. 300 from 
the local municipality. A few months ago, however, some of the official members 
wanted to stop it, and their il] success may have probably resulted in thie notice 
from the income-tax officer. We fail to understand why this li at Broach 
has been t under the operation of this tax, while kindred tutions 
elvewhere, which are in a more prosperous condition, are exempted from it. This is 
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Act is not of so technica} 
who have had a 
If our information be 


authorities to give preference to such. 
principle of 1 for the si 


would very soon defeat the object in view. Government cannot 
ah ene 
a cause i in 1877, when the integrity of a boiler inspector was 
discussed in a defamation case in the High Court. The mill-owners as 

But it would be affectation to contradict that 
classes there are a few who have very loose notions of 


tories to the 


who will 
Persons 
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imag to be 
outside range. 
educated young 
be pref 
da 
existence, when many a grad 
would be both politic and 
educated community. Moral fibre is the first essential. The —s selected 
must be able to resist temptation. For it must be recollected that during the 
first few months of the working of the Act all will go well. The demoralisation 
will set in as things settle down in a groove. The road to temptation will thes 
be open. And we are strongly of opinion that to avoid scandals and secure 
oung University men of a firm moral char- 
acter, or some of employed in the local Secretariat and 
tried, would be infinitely preferable to persons who have worked in mills. We 
give this loud warning beforehand and trust that Government will be circum- 


spect in the selection of its factory inspectors. Otherwise the very exvellent 
object of the Act is certain to be thwarted. = 


10. The G rut Mitra bey in its issue of the 18th October, writes: — The 


n mn Civil Service sustains a great loss by the retire- 

By hg sone praised, ment of the Honourable Mr. Moore from its rank and 
file. Sir Raymond West, in proposing his toast the 

other day at an entertainment given to him by his colleagues at the Honourable 


Mr. Naylor’s house, recalled his R and devotion to duty as 
the most marked characteristic features of blic career. It cannot be for- 
tly and energetically Mr. Moor has often acted 

ice besid routine. On the appointed to 

. Wilson in connection with the Cambay scandal, his 1 — 


honourable host, Mr. Naylor, were much applauded by the public. The result 
7 — Naa ddaen 
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11. The Dayda Prabdeh (18), in ite issue of 
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it will have to give — — 


12. The Jdm-e-Jamehed (88), in its issue of the 19th 
Swadesh-Hitechchhu Vidyérthh 
A handbill issued by the gether on the 18th instant a meeting of the 


ae bay 1 I. 32 a Mulji Jetha market-hall, Bombay, to 


Hindus convened to protest 14 ma 
i 


8 
4 
HL 


Ww 
against the same. pu 
rev 


most 
Gen ie fs. 


letter from Mr. 
ter 


inted in his press, and promised 

him. The assembly, after a warm de 

ect :—That an ap 
take further ste this matter, that the 
sent to the same — and that a commi 
NIN AN 

, approves 

Bombay Sawidchdr (97), in its issue of the 20th October, 
irre u caste should send a 
to Government testing against uent 

igion, and that the Government should * 
the tion of 1858. } 


18. The Gujardté (85), in its issue of the 18th October, regrets that the 
Hindus of Bombay have not taken satisfactory steps the missionaries 
alleged to be in the habit of insulting the Hindu gods and religion, and that the 

vate meeting of some of the influential Hindus held at Käpad Basar Hall on 
18th instant, under the n of Sarddr Bahddur Vindyak Vasudev 
former Oriental Translator, ended in nothing, exhorts the disciples and devotees 
of Krishna to convene a public meeting and to memorialise Government with- 
out delay, showing how far their ious feelings have been gratuitously, 
wounded and the necessity for Government to take prompt measures for the 
tion of the peace. The adda that it must be within the recollec- 
of Government how the public and the police had to suffer from Mr. 
Jalbhdi’s book on the prophet omet written some years ago on the authority 
of an lish work, and says that it isa matter for regret that Government in 
spite of that incident should not take steps against the missionaries who deli- 
wound the of others, and concludes that if the missionaries 

had ventured to write the 

= for them to walk about 


14. The Vdridder (20), in ita 
ry sage se of indifference 
to 
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ords or gestures but by writings, or pal 
TTL 


things is 


try. We know that the Penal 

is intentionally insulted and 

intention or knowledge that the provocation will lead 

commission of any other offence. But this section 
injured people 

wound 


eller 
1 1741 i 
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y 
present law and to put a stop to the dissemina- 


tion of the statements and allegations which have exasperated the Hindus. The 


British Government, whatever its defects and failures in other matters (and 

are, indeed, not a few), has promised never to interfere with the religious 

of the people or do anything likely to wound their religious convictions, and 
have no doubt if Government are properly — they will ily listen 
to any reasonable prayer made to Only a few weeks ago a complication 
was avoided at Surat by the timely intervention of Mr. Lely, and we are in- 
clined to think that the authorities cannot safely remain indifferent in regard 
to a matter which has distressed countless men and women. 


16. The Dnydn Prakdeh (13), in its issue of the 22nd October, says:— 
Government should take into seriqus consideration the s ion made by the 


Cade. Accord 


LE u 
15 


: any oe, it cannot be su 
y 
feelings. It is necessary for Government to 
Code, or else and tolerance will be 


man will 


17. The Praja Mat 1 ite issue of 
A request to Government — 7 
in connection with the Salva- — J. 


112 
Nr have 21 vities and visit villages 
convert illiterate who have no idea of their own religion, 
2 
are u y mem vation 
the garments of Tab bab after casing thele owe wait they are apt 
become desperate. Government ought, therefore, to take timely 
prevent any such casualty. 

18. The Guyardt Mitra (86), in its issue of the 18th October, disa 
of the notification said to have been recently 
_ Disapproval of the notificee Mr. P. S. P. Lely, Collector of Surat, to 
licenses should 


out on 


observes :—This notification has caused — 2 d among 
who have begun to think that the more they are to respect 
the more flagrantly is the Queen’s of non-interference in 


matters violated, and we request Mr. Lely to change the notification or to deal 
in such a way as will please the people; for, it is advisable for Government 
officers not to give the people any cause for discontent at such a critical time 


as the present. 
19. The Native * 15), in re 3 of * 18th —— sa l 
indu married couple is ever inseparable. us 
tras on the nauition uf bunt. band. if the wife be true to him, can never marry 
second time except in some exve l cases; while 
the Christian pair vows to be true to each other only until they part. Until 
1661 A. D. the words in the marriage service were “until death us and 
not “until do we part.” But this latter reading was the outcome of the spirit 
of the times, when the relation of man and wife was thought only to be for 
mutual happiness, having n higher in it. To a Hindu mind the relation 
between man and wife is ever indissoluble, for, to a Hindu, his better half is a 
nevessity in all his religious duties. The Bible and the Shästras order with one 
avoord the wife to obey the husband, but there is a grave difference between the two 
as to the spirit of the order. The Bible (both in old and new Testaments) orders 
the wife to obey her husbend as his inferior, but the Shastras treat her with more 
than equality; she is thought to be in some places genius of a 
man’s household—nay, a wife is even compared 
herself. The Christian widow is told to devote herself wholly to the cause of God ; 
but it is very hard to tell how many follow this 22 while the Hindu widow 
even in these degenerate times follows a similar command almost to the very 
letter, as is exemplified all over the country. Even Raja Rämmohan — 
— witness to the unselfish devotion of the Hindu widow in her practi 
e. 


20. <A correspondent of the Din — 095. 12 ita isaue of N October, 
com hs supremac e rah 
Be a a te at — one the other Hindu — and traces ail the 
miseries and hardships which the lower castes have to 
policy of the Brdhmana, who, the correspondent adds, 
learning and Nr to themselves and for whom foolish 
other castes a 
and educational institutions, 
beoribing to the funds 
unda, the horned cattle 


12 (he come ne the war which 
and influence over 


the presiding 
to the goddess of wealth 


1 


tothe lon police 


mostly Tilae and Hascas (Russian ) 
10 losks were broken o 


F 
3 


111 


Es 


blic peace and safety will greatly 
Part II.— Education. 


. The Native Opinion (15), in its issue of the 22nd October, 
Those who forced the University authorities 
open the doors of their senatorial cham 

diver- Yepresentatives of the Fourth Estate, and 

enabled the outside public to have a peep 

of that body, undoubtedly did a great serv 
cause of education in this p . 
same in the case of the Syndicate will doa 


transacted by this cabinet of the 
sentiment have expressed. 
this body of the fortunate eleven 
importance—functions, a considerable 
no provision to that effect, come before the Senate. 
Amongst these may be mentioned the appointment of text-books and examiners 
and the fixing of the scale of marks requisite for passing through an examination. 


How capri the books and the examiners are a ted needs no 
1 both 1 


in which the sanction o 


dent, that, in = pass. 
laying down a and fast rule, warns the candidates as to the ration 
that will be expected of them, and seals their fate at the annual 
the Senate evidently considers it 
it to the Syndicate. We have 
without a cause. We hear tha 
marks for some of the ensuing examina 
exactly, but the information that 
it is intended for the Previous, 
tions. The standard of passing ti 
and 83 per cent.on the whole, 
80 per cent. in each subject all round; or 
cent. in one. In the latter two cases, 
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which it is not directly 
connected as to come forward with the scheme 


It will be readily admitted that the 
and apart from the fact that it has been mooted by that 


a careful consideration at the hands of those who 

lopment of the Indian vernaculars. . 

recently delivered in Bombay, has clearly 

of the rar into the vonquered is im coun 

quence of it is that vernaculars, whatever help they me erive 

brought into contact with the ey ge 7 = 

depend for their development = energy of 

in this country. If the truth of these observations be once admitted, we th 

it becomes the duty of every one of us to try our best and make 

effort for the improvement and development of the vernaculars and recog: 

nition by the highest educational institutions of the land and by the Govern- 

ment. Attempts are being made to introduce the vernacularsinto the University 
curriculum, but the discussions on the subject show that there is little or no 

chance of the of vernaculare su , or, if they do at all, the success, 

if it could be so called, would be well nigh worth n . There is a strong 

Opposition, reasonable or unreasonable, a the introduction of vernaculars 

into the University course, and it is au te evident that unless the sub is 

approached from some other side, there is no hope of any teuccess. Viewed 
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26. The Praja Mat (119), in its issue of the 10th October, observes :—The 
a ae local . levied by 1 — 1 for 589 
A a pose of imparti ucation was not obj to 
Gujarati schools 
x Ouhrl abel s, people, because Go that it 


tional Inspector, N. D., in the would be spen 
matter. 


; 


t 10 years, however, no proper attention has 

tothe matter. It is true that the number of schools has greatly increased, but at 
the same time the number of officers appointed to su them has so much 
increased that some of them seem to be away time. The Educational 
Inspector does not seem to devote much attention to the improvement of Guja- 
r4ti schools and leaves the inspection of these schools to Deputies, to whose mercy 
the teachers are entirely left. The Deputies conduct the examinations in so super- 
ficial and queer a manner that it is not at all possible for them to correctly 
appreciate the teachers’ work. Students who have devoted full twelve months 
to their study are examined in two or three minutes. If the teachers are bold 
to make some remarks about the qualifications of any individual student, 
the Deputy loses his temper and the result is that either the individual student 
or the whole class suffers. If by chance the teachers fail to make satisfactory 
arrangements for the accommodation of the Deputies during their inspection tour 
in the villages or to please them in other way, they are transferred to un- 
healthy villages and kept there for a number of years, as the rule for transf 
Government servants after a certain periodidoes not obtain in this department, 
they forfeit all chances of promotion. Even the clerks of the Deputies exercise 

ue influence on teachers, and these poor creatures are so much afraid of the 
Deputies that they dare not complain them. If, therefore, Mr. Giles, 
Educational Inepector, N. D., were to visit Gujarati schools and appoint days for 
the hearing of the complaints of teachers, he would do them much good. 


N. The Phenix (0), in ite issue of the 17th October, writes:—What do 

the points brought out in the evidence and touched 

* 114 — upon in the judgment of Mr. Hosking in the defama- 
deer in Sind to take notice tion anne Demme — — Dinsha against the Sind 
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Part IV.— Native States. 


Mahrdita (5), in its issue of the 18th October, writes :—It is ex. 
Derr five im t 
States should eland alone in practically demon 
stra 2 of the Native administration 
to the British one. Whenever the existence of a Native 
State is threatened the whole country is excited, and 
every endeavour is made to save the State from anni- 
hilation. It needs no statement that the 
have no direct interest in the preservation of Native 


the Native States command our best sympathies, 
that it is through well-governed Native Sta 


self t. consciousness of 
ween Indore and Hyderabad do not 
rulers of these States borrow a leaf from 


help us a deal in our national aspirations. 
ernment to us the privilege of having our budget 

of tatives chosen by ourselves. Mysore alone gives an 
hocks tat the discussion of the annual financial statement 


11 


+ 
i 


b 
i 


i 
12 


portuni 


4, 


— ch of the people benefits the State as well as the We 
do not see why an intelligent and educated Prince like the Mahdrdja of Baroda 
should not introduce the system of ng the budget of the State before 


. Wealso think that ve munivipalities should convene 
ing of ratepayers once in twelve months and place their and 
before those whose funds they administer. The move would be 

right direction. Government would hail such a measure and would wate 

growth of such annual gatherings with interest. Leading citizens would very 
much like to see — . . — iving to them every twelve months an 
account of their ste and spreading political education for which elective 
municipalities were established. Native States and elevtive municipalities are 
situated alike, and the Native administrators who have in their hands the destinies 


noble work if their example were followed in me 
naturally find little consolation in empty words of praise. They naturally expect 
that their labours should find adequate compensation in worthy following. T 
Representative Assembly at Mysore can now no longer be said to be in its experi- 
mental stage, and it is time that we should follow the good example set to us by 
the late lamented Ranga Charlu. Here iaa practical reform which can be 
varried out without the help of Government, without any fresh treaty, and, what 
is most im without any extra expenditure. As a sare above, some 
r also well copy the example t requiring any 
we thus succeed in carrying out this one reform we 
e e land Goverament Vs hata. tn ving we he, Peeing 
we nha overnment to hesita Ving us 
for, because we ourselves do not show our to make the con- 
to those whose rulers we are in local matters, We therefore earnestly 
the rulers of the principal Native States in India to introduce into their 
the representative 7 of government, which has worked eo ad- 
for the last a and for which the best thanks of the 
blic are due to the htened of Mysore and his worthy Diwéa. 
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20. The Arunodayd (21), in 1 of the 
treatment which a crowned 

of U 
oe Oe n dish hands of a barrister while in the witness box has 
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the issued by His 
the very crowned head coming into a Court of law 
dence like a common person. 


30. The Hitechchhu (87) of Ahmedabad, in its issue of the 22nd October, 

0 es: — There is very little hope of improvement 

at Jamnagar, as there are two factions in that State, 

and the policy of the Diwdn is time-serving. The Jam 

appointed Mr. Wadia on special duty and Raghav Khavés 

was dismissed, but the State has not been purged of 

of Karsan Khaväs and of Janbäi. Even Rdghav himself has not 

nishment and it is not i. apossible that he may one day regain 

the favour of the Jim, who is a mere puppet in the hands of Khavdses and 
Néykans. Mr. Wadia having been tired of the fickle-mindedness of the Jam has 
resigned his office, and if he had submitted a re it would have been very 
much the Chief and his management. It is that the Political 
Agent does not interfere in the affairs of the State, and if it is true that the 
reins of administration are in the J4m’s hands we fear he will meet with the fate of 
the Manipur Mahärd ja. We request the Political Agent to the State 
„* the management of an able helmsman, who will steer it of all rocks 


31. The Mahralia (5), in its issue of the 18th Ovtober, writes :—The 
Congress of Orientalists has brought many important 

A suggestion in con questions to notice. A very interesting paper was read 
7 = Bn grog before it by Major-General Showers embodying hints 
Southern Mardtha Couatry, as to how the Political Agents should behave to- 
wards the Chiefs in their Agency. Amongst other 

ns 4 the paper suggests that Political Agents ought always to avoid conduct 
which is calvulated to place the servant over the head of his master. Were we 
80 inclined we could cite many instances in which the unfortunate result had been 
most glaring. In our own province we have two large groups of Native States 
and we fear the traditional polioy pursued by the Residents has been produc- 
tive of such results in both the M But latterly there has been a marked 
difference for the better. We know that we now have good Agents, better 
Diwans and eduvated Chiefs, and their relations are generally more amivable than 
in of old. There is, however, much room for improvement yet. In 
Küthläwär the States are independent of each other and one factor of complica- 
tion is absent. In the Southern Maratha group, however, we have some in- 
dependent and some semi-independent States. These latter have to please two 
masters, the Council of Administration at Kolhäpur and the Politival Agent. In 
this double duty many oftentimes fail and incur the displeasure of the one or 
the other. This anomalous state is neither useful nor desirable. We therefore 
suggest that the Counvil of Administration at Kolhapur should endeavour to 
form federal union with its feudatories. Such a union will strengthen the 
tion, improve its efficiency and reduce expenditure. Out of the five 

States of Kolhapur only one will 4 long time under a 

— The four are or are about to be placed under their rulers and we think 
W 


i 
4 


t time is dest suited for euch an arrangement. We hope Colonel 
will take up this suggestion and secure to himself the oredit of 
reorganiaing the States to suit the times. 


G. M. SATHE, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Offtee of the Reporter on the Native Preee, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 27th October 1891. 
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5 
Part I.—Politics and the Public Admatetration. 


j 1 


Amir of Kabel. 


the once formidable Ayub Khan. She is also planning 
Afghanistan. Evidently the Amir is dissatisfied with 
Excellency the Viceroy of India treats him, and is ore desirous 
to England to place his grievances before Her Most Gracious Maj 
Empress Victoria. The Viceroy, instead of treating the Amir on a f 
— tries to bring pressure to bear upon him, w the Amir resents. 
daler that the Amir’s object in to England is to request the Queen- 
Empress to make him independent of the Viceroy of India. If Her Majesty does 
not listen to this request, we fear the Amir publicly go over to R and 
become her yew god * 1 — vo sow into the district is fra 
with and thoug na ng ve entered a protest against it 
rogress does not seem to be checked in any way. She is proceeding ostensibly in 
eflance of China's wishes, but we are afraid that she has secretly come to an 
understanding with that country. Thus a war in the near future seems to be 
imminent. | 
3. The Vratod (60), in its issue of the 26th October, says :—We disapprove 
of the sentiments ex by the Pioneer about the 
Disapproval of the senti- fate of the 1 4 in event of a Russian 
r It is true that Russia will ill-treat 
Anglo-Indiana in the event of Anglo-Indians after the conquest, but is there no 
a Russian conquest of India, remedy to prevent her coming to this country at all ? 
It seems that the British have no confidence in any one 
in India, and that their rule over this country for the last wren | years has been 
of no use. England being a wealthy nation and having control over 25 millions 
of Indian subjects, we do not understand why a favourite organ of Government 
like the Pieweer should give expression to such unmanly utterances as it has 
done. The /ioneer should remember well that if the Indian subjects are ke 
11 will not allow any one to touch even a single hair of the English- 
men in India. 


4. A correspondent of the Jdm-e-Jamehed (88), in its issue of the 27th 

a , 3 Ootober, says :—On com the British rule in 
1 rule te cory i India with that in Ceylon, one can at once see a 
oe : marked difference between the administrationa of the 
Serre Sallie] GURY Wanner: 
enact la wa, while mos assem wanting. 
On looking at the ex Le hy apy ay lon one again sees a 
wonderful oe. officers in Ceylon receive only the pay received 
by thelr more fortunate brethren in India. Taki the climate, length 
the passage, the amount of work and such kindred subjects into 
vonsideration, one cannot explain the cause of this difference in pay. There is 
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ly economic point of view, it must be admitted to be 

an evil in a country situated like ours, with almost an exhausted soil and poor 

uce, and an impoverished peasantry which is never out of indebtedness. It 

yet a moot q whether the f uce of the country is sufficient, in 

case of a universal famine, for even 10 days’ consumption. No doubt, our 

railways have doubled during the decade, our irrigation canals have been more 

numerous, while cultivation of waste lands has progressed at a rapid pace. 

Still the whole question, when sifted in all its bearings, hinges on this only: 

Is the food grown now sufficient to feed the increased millions? And if not, how is 

the Government to with this problem? For it should be remembered that 

each day that it unsolved adds to the difficulty of the situation; and 
it be want of statesmanship either to ignore or postpone it. 


6. A correspondent of the Phenix (6), in its issue of the 21st October, 
says :—I suggest a few matters which, in my humble 


Tee Grievances ene Ke opinion, should find suitable places in the address to 
ls requested to include im the be presented to His Excellency Lord Harris by the 


address to be presented by Sind Sabha. You are — aware that by a 


that body to Hie Excellency irony of fate our popular Commissioner in 
3 ooo prea the 25 ities of Shikdrpur and 
Hyderabad to impose the po ee house-tax, though 
they are not in want of funds at all. There is not a soul in either town who does 
not abhor the very name and conception of the tax, and yet it is an open secret 
that at least the municipality of Shikarpur must be for suspension and 
degradation if it does not varry out the wishes of the Commissioner. Had the 
condition of the municipal funds urgently demanded the imposition of the tax 
there would have been some excuse for it, but it passes ordinary understanding 
how and why, under the present circumstances, it should be found necessary to 
throw a r the people, especiall 8 when the municipality is prepared 
to meet any la expenses which the Commissioner may direct it to defray 
without having recourse to the odious tax. It is worthy of note that when the 
octroi duties were reduced at the desire of the Government it was expressly 
stipulated that the municipality would not be bound to spend anything for any 
p beyond the municipal limits, and yet in deference to the * of the 
authorities and the people it pays its quota to the College and the Madressa, 
and the other funds. If any further breach of faith in this respect is to be per- 
mitted, then it would be far better to enhance the octroi duties than to im 
the house tax. Unfortunately, ootroi duties on grain and other commodities 
mean duties on export, and here is the rub. Indeed, no more ious 
way of discrediting local self-government without fault could be devised. 
Poor municipal commissioners! to be or not to be ia now the only question for 
them to decide, They are probably aware that under the recent resolution of 
the Government of India they, or at least their successors, are no longer to be 
Réo Séhebs and Khan Sdéhebs. Asa counterpart of this affair, the local boards 
have been asked to levy the shop-tax. It need not be demonstrated that the 
above taxes will be additional burdens on income, like the income tax, 1 
oppressive and reprehensible, and that they will administer a severe a 
effectual blow to trade, building operations and the improvement of the 
towns. It is also believed that the income tax returns show pretty well whether 


presidency should 
Court 


a oe What have the J 


J 2 
one, to say to this? Is the presidency goi 
them? The wo nner 


the public as the modue operandi, but denies the very 
necessity for the desired change. The 2 
selves and show in comparison t 

urged in support of it. At any rate, these must be pointed out clearly, how 
ever un t the task may be. The other demands of the province in regard 
to its Courts should also be urged, as well in the name of charity 
as for the sake of justice and he tige of the British name. Would Hi 
Excellency tolerate that there should be no nent additional Judge 
Shikärpur, and uently an actual and total denial of civil justice ? 
Should the Mirpur Batoro division have a Subordinate Court of its own, but a 


Kalberee and the Amirs? These are some of the standing 

for speedy removal. Official opinion on the above questions unfortunately does 
not coincide with that of the public, but then who is to represent the people of 
Sind and be the mouthpiece of the dumb millions, if not the Sind Sabha ? 


7. The Sind Sudhir (163), in its issue of the 17th October, writes :—- 
There are only a very few people in the town of 
Rr 2 poy * Hyderabad who can be « a — 8 A 
— oe ‘ople have built houses by contracting debts. er 
— — — circumstances, the — of a house tax 
seoms improper. In ordering the levy of the house 
tax in the towns of Hyderabad, Sukkur and Shikärpur, the Commissioner in 
Sind seems to have been actuated by the consideration that this kind of tax is 
levied in Kardchi. But we pray that the Commissioner in Sind as well as the 
members of the corporation may be pleased to consider the fact that in the 
town of Karéchi the house rent is exorbitant and that the landowners build 
houses to realize the rent. But such is not the case in other towns. We there- 
fore hope that all the municipal commissioners will unite on this subject as 
one man, and make a suitable arrangement for the people in the matter. We 
hear that the Tapeddrs and other subordinate officials of Government are en- 
gaged in collecting statistics regarding the income and stock of each shop in the 
town of Hyderabad. They say that the Commissioner in Sind intends imposing 
the shop tax. We are unable to say how far this is true. But the imposition 
of taxes after taxes upon the ple is a measure ruinous to the country. 
Under Section 4 of Act VIII of 1 the Commissioner in Sind is empowered 
to levy the shop tax. This Act is also applicable to the province of Sind. But 
its jurisdiction extends only to such areas as are not comprised within the 
municipal limita, As a matter of fact, the imposition of any such tax on any 
grounds whatsoever is unnecessary, During the period of 26 years which has 
elapsed since the passing of Act VIII of 1865 no Commissioner has ever levied 
this tax. Moreover, there iano necesaity for oo gy Wa additional burden 
upon the people, seeing that there is a surplus in local boards balance. 
The of the income tax, and if 
the reduced to a miserable plight. 


M 


ple are groaning under the 
Op tax is imposed upon ho they will 


A committer appointed to 


Consider the aal of the 
8 Relie? Actand 
| a Native mem - 


F 


five Europeans without their being assisted by any Native gentleman 
nee Tata to Coated. We do not know m 
r nrepresented India must put 


h Indu Prakdeh (14), in its issue of the 26th October, writes :—The 


a ote So Se ee Government has issued 
en certain draft regulations for the 
Beeretary to practitioners, which are to 


Government regarding 
of medical 
use opiam by 


Secretary — invited from 4 
— 4 err severalof the 
to lay down 2 — * 
any or its at his place of business 
that he shall not be any mixture over 4 ounces con 
Fe Se T- t in any one day, sak teas be Cinch te n 
opium and su hs Ge tag officer authorised by the Collector of 
Customs whenever demanded, and so on. Any one who reads the circular care - 
fully will be convinced of the r 42 — of the restrictions the Opium 
Department wishes to enforce, and the hards they will entail on patients if 
into law. Ar- Ar Opium 
Act to keep 10 tolas of opium without a license for the same, while a medical 
practitioner who may need it any time of the day or night and holds a license 
cannot, it would seem, kee gape dnd, peti een at h 1 of residence if 
it does not happen to be t of his business also. Medical practitioners 
are granted special licenses, which show that Government have always intended 
to give them the special facilities nevessary for the practice of their profession 
as regards the use of opium, and we cannot understand why they should now 
propose to throw special difficulties in their way. The conditions of the license 
as they now stand are enough to prevent smuggling, which seems to be the only 
object of the Opium Department; and no cases have been brought forward to 
show that smuggling is carried on by medical practitioners. If it were so, the 
zealous inspectors of the department, who, as will be seen from the papers, are 
daily prosecuting smugglers, would not have failed to track out the offenders. 
If the new clauses are 1 into the Act, any opium inspeotor may demand 
from a medical practitioner an account of the mage in his possession when the 
latter may be very busy. He will in that case have to leave his business aside 
and satisfy the demand of the inspector. Besides, the inspector may call ona 
medical practitioner as often as he likes, say even ten times a month, and thus 
be a source of anno — ey and friction, the number of his visits 1. —* 
time not being fixed by the rules. The greatest hardshi 
proposed changes will be that a medical practitioner wil ea pre 
— Bimila crude opium to any patient, even if it were necessary to save his 
ife rly, if a patient — been given a four-ounce mixture con » SAY, 
one grain of opium in the morning, and if he again must be given opium 
evening, the new clause 5 that & a medical practitioner shall not 
more opium even if the patient were going to lose his life without it. The new 
clauses, it is plain, will therefore be only 14 in their result. We trust 
the Government, with whom the passing of tte clauses into law finally rests, 
will give their serious — —[⁰ to them, and prevent the annoyance and 
mise they are likely to cause, by — 122 into — 
Akhbdr-e Soddgar (95), in its issue af October, expresses similar 
sentiments. | 


10. — Lr be (51), in its E bnd of ee 
— came 

2228282 * Collector . that he wa N. kind and 
— 1 — just, but he haa turned out to be quite the contrary, for 
no Collector has been so ti in Cob his 

actions as he. He has issued a general order to all the in 

rden made, on the ground 
144 The fact is that the t iteelf 
or 


8 dmlatdér of Wai not having consulted the people 


any Professer was fitted for giving 
has been discredited in the Educational Depart 


the recent nominations. A young inexperienced lish barrister is 

itled to become an examiner at the LL.B. or the District or 
Court Pleaders’ examination. He can become an excellent Law Professor. 
nt of one of the many sinevure appointments at the High 
He is entitled to the Chief Judgeship of the Small Causes Court or to the 
of the Chief Presidency Magistrate. At the sessions of the Court Engli 
junier barristers have almost the whole field to themselves, use itis the 
pleasure of the Crown 1 their services. Poor Native barristers, 
are unqualified for any of posts! <A from the injustice with w 


these latter are treated, we must ay Mr. Chitty’s nomination is the 

piece of injustive to the vlaims of eminent Natives in the judicial service. In 
this presidency one van hardly point to an abler judicial officer than RAO Bahddur 
Mahddev Govind Räuade. It is well-known that he was among the — — 


candidates for the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Justice Nänäbhäi 
Haridds. So far as intellectual capavity is eonverned, he stands foremost among 
the old aud new generation of the educated Natives. Government, for some 
reason or other, have persistently ignored his claims. We hope the circumstance 

that he is a tall poppy has not stood in his way. There are other tried judicial 
22 J pe nee and 12 ot to Government, and . 
ail to see w y superseded iu favour of a young gentleman w 
main qualification can be described in the sentence that he is an English barrister. 
The Native bar has grown in its ability, prestige and reputation during the last 
decade, and it is pre that any unreasonable distinctions now be 
maintained between igh Court pleaders and barristers. A High Court er of 
more than twenty years’ standing has no chances of being n Ohief Preei- 
141 ut an inexperienved barrister, Ixuorant of the vernaculars and 
who has never distinguished himself, geta the post even without asking for it. Will 
the Native community submit to such anomalous rules, which afford no scope for 
the talents of the ablest of them We hope the Presidency Asaoviation will again 
take up the matter and forward a me to the Secretary of State on the subject. 
At the same time steps should be taken to move Parliament. What we want is 
no favouritism but justice, and when justice is withheld, thinking Natives would 
stamp themselves aa D their education, if they rest content with less 
than what ie their due. We had thought, and the public aleo believed, that Sir 
Raymond West's judivial experience waa a guarantee against unsatisfactory 
nominations, but we are to confess that he has disappointed almost every 
— who has given a thought to this somewhat unpleasant subjevt of public 

portance. 


12. The eame newspaper writes :— The recent defalcations brought to light 

at Caloutta and Bombay have ‘set some people 

a, lomarks vn the inferences a-thinking about the comparative merits of Native 

der Native de n dd e pubtio companion and 

individual cases. banks. rides who made ves merry 

Irre 

Crawford trial and wrote jauntily about the foibles af tho Brahman delinquents 

and the infinite superiority of their worthy selves and of their own communities, 
don 188-8 


Lite 
i 


ö 
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ropean ts, still adhere 
that in the absence of effective checks and the ordinary 
will be scarcely better than Natives. We have had cases 
guards did not honestly discharge their trust. The 
cannot have been so soon forgotten by our readers. 
onourable Mr. Justice Farran tried and sentenced a 

or embesaling Government money. Without pronouncing our 
way or the other as to the probable result of the Imperial Diamond 
mention here that Mr. Jacob has been formally committed to the 


Ori 
we 
nd 


charge of defrauding his clients, and has been sentenved to eight years’ 
servitude. It is common with some Judges in India to discredit Native 
witnesses by telling the jury that * evidenve grows up in this 
country like mushroom, and the result of such prejudived views has been 
disastrous in some important cases. Only a few weeks ago we quoted an 
extract from the most well-known and influential law journal in England 
that perjury is increasing in England at a rapid pace and that religion 
against perjured 


sions against any g in extrava- 
gant uage about the 1 their morality and the moral 
state of the natives of this country. t Englishmen at home have not a very 
_ opinion of their countrymen here is a matter of frequent comment in the 
mns of the Anglo-Indian journals. That opinion may be right or wrong, 
but the fact should serve asa useful admonition against tall talk. The Age of 
Consent Bill * into light many a weak point in the marriage institutions 
of the Hindus. tever the necessity for that measure in India, we showed 
that in England the number of — on young girls was larger than in this 
country. As regards domestic morality the recent ecandals of the Divorce 
Court which have wrecked the reputaticn of well-known politicians and lords 
are a salu check against any vonfident inferences, ‘The Baccarat and other 
scandals ought to soften even Sir Lepel Griffin, who wrote about Native Prinves 
toying with women and indulging in wine. Human nature is alike everywhere, 
and that is why there are so many instructive coincidences, That is w gees | 
repeats itself on a larger or smaller scale in this world. The ame motives 
the same temptations operate onthe mind of man, and with a due allowance to 
his surroundings he playe a more or lees similar part. If critica bore in mind 
this sober truth, which ie the result of a the comparative method to 
ordinary matters, they would considerably sober down in their comments and take 
a more diapassionate view of men and in general. 


18. The Rast Goftdr (90), in ite isaue of the 25th October, writes: — We 
sympathize with the Hindus, who assembled 

lately to make a mild, but fervent, protest 

isaued by Christian missionaries on 
day. The publication contained aoe oe 

Abele ements ton cane of Ce Sees 
pa Krishna, who occupies an honourable place 
. G Mg pan and it must be taken as a8 

aggravating circumstance that the distribution of the 


te 


8 
ze 
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ne . 
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int, even though may naturally be swayed by bias in their treatment 
subject. The bills in question, however, do not indicate such 
of the subject. r author has evidently considered that he 
would have best promoted the cause of Christianity by casting reflections on one 
of the Hindu goda. Such publications frustrate the very object in view. 
only serve to rally the people more firmly round their gods and render it more 
difficult than ever for the militant Christian to break through their serried ranks. 
Without taking a very serious view of these handbills we may generall 
observe as a truth, not unknown to any one in India, that this country is most 
inflammable in religious matters and that attacks by members of one religion 
upon the faith of others may any day constitute a grave political 
Public safety, combined with the principle of toleration, demands that Govern- 
ment should not allow the irreverent jesting and scoffing of anybody’s religion. 


14. The Ahmedabad Times (93), in its issue of the 28th October, observes :— 
The handbill issued by the Bombay Tract and Book 
Soviety on the Gokul Ashtami holiday is in distinct 
violation of the terms of the Queen’s Proclamation in 
the matter of non-interference in reli matters, 
and if the Government connives any further at this 
reproachable conduct of the Rev. Baba Padmanji, the 


religions of the Bel, ae insulted. We recommend the Hindus to make a 
strong and united protest against this objectionable conduct of the missionaries, 
and we feel sure that the British Government will not diaregard it. 


15. In commenting on the same handbill, the FC Teide (57), in its 
issue of the 28th Ovtober, says:— We do not understand 

request to Goverament why Government should have remained quite silent 
over thie affair when it is their duty le 

aubjeota in all matters including religion. If the British 

Government thinks that it ia not good for it to protect 

ion of its Hindu subjects, what difference is 


12 


16. The Vértdhar (20), in its issue of the 26th October, says 
in the first 
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see 
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that 
to 
social matters; but I thin 
for the emancipation of women has not as yet come. 
— u eee of 
ng uneducated, a complication of 
domestic miseries will arise, blasting the happiness of 
— Tho efforts of social reformers to stop the on fm al u widows 
to make remarriages more popular are v nt ves ; but the 
reformers will do better 21 ne. What is the use of 
which is already over-populated and 
increase, when the population already existing has 
salt to eat or e to cover its very nakedness? 
has gone almost out of the reach of the poor. 
the reformers turn their attention to grievances of this type and 
44 [The Shri Shiodji (67), in its issue of the 28rd 
1 milar sentiments and advises rument not to interfere in 
- Sede ef aoe 0 — ab uae as 1814 the = 
majorit e, the o interested matter being a 
Ki 2 ' 
18. The Pratod (40), in its issue of the 26th October, says that o 
the negligence of the Superintendent and Jailor of the 
Alleged illegal detention Yerowda Jail one Dnydnu Bhiwa Patil, an inhabitant 
Ted Medes z dd Of Natel. peta Shirola, téluka Vilva of the Sétéra 
of the Jai) District, was, in spite of his 
dine matter. kept in that pe about twelve days 
od to which he had been sentenced to 
for commi a theft, that an a com 
in the Firat Olass Magistrate's Court a 
matter the Su 
If the above be true, adde the Pratod, it is ng to see that the Superin- 
tendent should be guilty of culpable negligence such as that of illegally keeping 
eye , and it is proper that the jail authorities should give an explana- 
on matter. 


19, A correspondent of 00 23 (05), in ita laaue * 80th 
„ Ootober, ng from Marmagoa, says :— 


the country 


8 


Part II. — Aua ion. 


21. The Sudhdrak (10), in ite issue of the 26th October, 


cellency Lord Harris has a 
hey ot H 2 ieee peel Ahmed naar and Shol4pur ond we have 

ons A an disclosed in the 3 ol the important 

speeches made by Hie Excel- phe het d oy It 


| i to the addresses 
INN at Abmed- of caution that 


nagar and Sboläpur. 9 1 


were expecting to see in him. 


have not pleased many of our f ; but that need make us despond 


the next three or four years of his rule. But what is really disheartening is 
absence of all encouragement and sympathy with the cause of 

high education. We are aware that the calls upon the 

are heavy and frequent, but when we cannot 15 money, is it too much 
sympathy? In proof of our remarks, we refer to the Sholdpur 

speeches. In the first, we feel so hopeless as we read it that we 

ask whether it is worth while laying our grievances before our rulers. The 
Shold4pur speech gives strength to our suspi that the new revised quinquen- 
nial contract will see a ble red in the educational budget of this 
presidency. But we will wait and see. 


22. The Mahrdtia (5),in ita issue of the 25th October, writes:—The Honour- 
able Sir Raymond West was not justified in 

Comments on the apeech remarks he did about municipal contribution to the 

Reymond Weel at the Netive Native Institution at Puona. Asa member of Govern- 

— gl sy „ment in charge of the Educational Department, Sir Ray- 


mond 
spoke of the claims of the institu 


pu 
the careful consideration of the managers of our educational institutions, and we 


hope they will receive due attention at their hands, That is the only way in 
which students can be impressed with a due sense of their duties and responsibi- 
lities in after-life, and every one will admit that we are in great want of 
of character and learning combined. Sir Raymond is sure to be taken to task 
by some of our contemporaries for once more emphasising caste distinctions, and 
that, too, in a manner which will leave adeep impression, It is extremely to 
be regretted that the hereditary superiority which the Bréhmans over 
other classes in intellectual pureuits is being grad lost, not by the effects of 
time but by the mischievous action of a few individuals whom circumstances 
powerful for mischief. Recent 


hames, too, are no secrets. gen 
Raymond's observa and that they may give up their work of destruc- 
tion, especially as they ves declare they are incapable of constructing. 
23. The SudAdrak (19), in ita issue of the 26th October, writes :— 
our last issue was out, the we have put us in possession of the full text of 
Honourable Sir R. W 12e 
bution of the Poona Native tution. As coming 


Governmental tu ; 
education 
root, pri 


rge 

ernor, speaking with Mr. Lee-Warner’s ex ce and wisdom 
1. 4 8 of » ny —_ — IN Female 
to take up the financing of that young institu. 

fitly followed by Sir R. West with a homily to our 
fathers, inculcating a better sense of their duty by the institutions for 
education in Poona. To sum up the two speeches, we should say that 
them, the Governor and his Councillor to kill our High Schools 
ht! The Governor says to his subjects, rich and poor, “ You should 
or your Female —— Schools, &c., as the Indian Government cuts down 
1 grant.“ His faithful Councillor says: “Government pays 
times the municipal grant to the Poona Native Institution. 
t it should be allowed to starve on such a miserable stipend by 
ty.“ Mr. Secretary Lee-Warner comes in usefully with his special 
: “ Civic fathers | have nothing to do with the institutions for 
education : = money is wanted for the primary schools.” So we 
come to this—that Sir R. West is dis with the ratepayers because they 
0 too little and do not lighten the Government burden, 


re 
already twent 


It is a shame 
the munici 


the Governor is 
with the rich gentry of Poona for the same reason. Poor Deccan 
to be thrown overboard by both | 


We leave for the next issue the question as 


to what the respective duties of the municipality and the local Government 
are the institutions that exist for the higher education of our females 


as also of our boys. We merely point out to-day that in both cases the 
money comes out of the rayats’ pockets, but in one case it is ex by 
reasonable men that we shall spend it in such and such manner, in the other 
it is not expected that it shall he spent in a specified manner, but the Govern- 
ment is at iberty to sequestrate any amount and sink it into the nice hole they 
have dug in the scientific’ North-western frontier. No wonder that successive 
financiers find it difficult to make the two ends of the Indian balance-sheet 
meet. 


Part III.— Retlways. 


24. The Madritta (5), in its issue of the 25th October, writes :—Short 

feeder lines of railways agers the interior tracts of 
lected short feederlinee COuntries are a very desirable improvement in the 
y railway policy of Government, we are very glad 
to learn that in all probability Gujarat will lead the 
way in this matter. A recent official communication 
publishes n particulars about no less than five 
such projects. Here is a fine opportunity both for 
Government and the people to encourage Native ente The Government 
of His Excellency Lord Harris would leave a stamp upon the administration 
ative en in this direction. 


energetic Commissioner like Mr. James is desired by Government to carry out 
railway policy, he will do it with success. 0 


LNA 


by the noise of the en 
in close proximity to his own The in 
as the station masters at one or two stations on the wa 
disturbance, and were requested to attach 
There were at first some evasive replies. 
courage of his convictions and gave the polite reply, Giv 
sleeping draught and he will get sleep. n 

shunt off his carriage and attach it to the end.” 
master of the situation and the Mahdrija had 
night. Is Government to tolerate such insolen 


E 


f 
5 


towards a First Class Native Prince? It may be sai mail train 
and could not be detained. How much would the have been? 
And is not the mail frequently detained for railway and for the 
convenience of railwa cials? Is the rest and Prince like 


Mahdréja Gdikwdd of no account? Surely it is rev see 
want of manners and common courtesy exhibited towards a Prince. 
Government will make an example of the station master, and teach 
wholesome lesson in good manners. The Government is the guardian 
honour and dignity of our Native Chiefs and Princes, and it must 
this insult to remain unnoticed. Without instituting . 
„let us ask if like treatment would have been tolerated in case 
say, Prince Victor or the Czarewitch. We cannot imagine an affirmative answer 
possible. Why should it be tolerated in the case of Mahirdja Gdéikwdd ? 


Part I1V.—Municipalities. 


26. A correspondent, writing to the Kalpafarw (41) in its issue of the 
25th Ovtober, com of .the conduct of 
A rr — the latdär of Indäpur in the Poona District in ov 
Aue oe te Nane ba. «municipal commissioners with threats of i 
Wich toeerds trenicipal com. orders for the levy of the forbidden octroi duties e 
missioners. on agricultural produce and compelling them to 
cur with him in his opinion regarding the — 
fund being paid in reapect of the newly 7 secretary in addition to his pay, 
and in using insulting language to one of the commissioners, Mr. Kri 
Nigesh Balten. for recording his opinion against that of the Mämlatdär; 
that the chairman and most of the members have tendered resignati 
offices to the president to save themselves from further insult at the hands of 
the Mamlatdar ; and requests Government to take due notice of the matter. 


Part V.—Native States. 


N. The Indian Spectator (2), in ite issue of the 25th October, writes :—It 

has often been observed that India is a country of 
anomalice—anomalies sovial, tical 
—which are more or leas 


Aan h Tecormers, 
West. That the country should be governed under prin 
ciples the r albeit tempered by * varying according 
and that the 
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paramount power 

government by a feudatory admitted 

wide-spreading P Yet this is the historical anomaly 

have now ! Is it not an anomaly which is a commentary 

of British India? Political timidity or pusillanimity yet 

- „ Mysore boldly goes forward and in 
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The Gujard: Mitra (86), in ite issue of the 25th October, observes :— 
The indebtedness of the State of J has been 
_ A request to Government greatly reduced and the State is o much im- 
Ie prov under the able management of Mr. Maganlil 
Jamnagar. ubhai ; but as he has not been able to quell com- 
all the intrigues rife in the State and to 
remodel it entirely, and as the Jäm's nature is too good to prevent intriguing 
people from taking advantage of it, we recommend Government, both in the 
interests of the State and the subjects, to introduce into Jam a joint admi- 
nistration like the one at Cambay and preserve the honour prestige of the 
Jam, Shri Vibhdji, K. C. S. I., who is a very deserving Chief. 


29. A correspondent of the Rival (120), in ite issue of the 20th 
ra to Faia! b dn Native Btate should not be enforeed tn anothe 
one Native not an 
“gee + Native State, whereas a decree of a British Court of 
justice should be enforceable in any Native State, and requests Political Agents 


remove this anomaly. 
G. M. SA‘ THE, 
| Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Pree, 
New Secretariat, Bombay, 3rd November 1891. 
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of the sentiments oo by the Neuser abcat the 
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The Rescian poliey sad the Amir of Kabel”. 
Relief Act: A committee to consider the 
utility of the — and the absence of a N nang — hs 
mag my by Ball cae of Mr. Chitty Chief Judge of 


Causes deus eal’ 14 supersession of 
1 sg Re ee 


about frequent changes in the ordere passed by 
tin Sind 
ple in Sind: 


the 1 of house and shop taxes in 


Tho — whiah the Bind Sabhe 1c requested ts ess is the address 


to be ted that to His Excellency Lord Harris 
on the . 


Income - tax: — Candy, the Collector of Sétdre, anent the — 
Jails : illegal detention for about 12 of a convict in the 


Yerow ee negligence of the Jail Superintendent in the 


: Remarks on the inferences drewa by Anglo-Indians 
individual instances 


um: Remarks on the draft regulations issued b the Chief 
7 to the Bombay Government regarding 13 9 


tioners 
— in the Bombay Presidency : Increase of — ae shown by the 
revised census * 


Postal matters: A request to Government to take the poot at Marmagos 
_ under its control 


as regards the handbill issued by the 
on the last Gokul 
with the Hindus in their public protest 
tion by Christian missionaries of the hand- 
la Krishna... 
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Social matters : Advice to ign reformers ashing them to let alone 
widow marriages, meme 
portant subjecta 
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ty Hie Bacel 1 
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Pant 1V.—Municipalitice—- 


I Poona District: A complaint against the conduct of the Mdém- 
of — towards manicipal commissioners see see 


Part V.—Native Statee— 


Jdmnagar: A request to Government to introduce a joint administration 
into the — State eee eee eee eee eee 
Mysore: Introduction of a sort of representative government in the — 
— considered a commentary on the administration of British 
Political Agents in Native States: A suggestion to— —... . 
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The Pramod Sindhu (1), in its issue of the 23rd October, writes: A large 


General Library to elect delegates to the forthcoming 

Indian National Congress at Nagpur. Mr. Cianesh 

Shrikrishna Khäparde, B. A., LL. B., was in the chair. Messrs. Khäparde and 
Keskar made short speeches on the aims and objects of the Congress. 115 dele- 
tes were unanimously elected. After the election Mr. P. N. Jog spoke in a few 
words about the Consent Bill agitation, and ted out that what- 

ever di ces of opinion existed on the Consent Bill there was no difference 
with to the Congress. This most op See oe received by 
the a ce with loud cheere. After this the Nati Anthem was sung by 
a band, the whole crowd standing, and flowers were thrown up at ita close. The 


was concluded by every one t responding heartily to the call of 
three cheers for the Queen-Empress of India. 


G. u. SATHE, 


Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Reporter on the Native Presa, 


New Secretariat, Bombay, 3rd November 1891. 
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Votes. — A. The notiovs from the diferent Newapapere have been collected iu the Report different heada 
which are printed in italics. 88 ö 


R The names of Newapapere are printed ia the body of the Report in italica, and the 
paper in Une hove bie te prunsed te bacahete aller Uke WERE 2 — number of the News. 
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actululvly necessary to complete the pronunciation ol a word, asia 
with a mark aver it to indicate that it ie short, thue—d. 
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Pant 1.—Polities and the Publio Admintetration. 
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Only a few days back a 
u set her heart on adding 
Bag r are unanim 
war between England and Russia as to 
. The R troops have now 
it ie feared that, ere long, there will 


Government. But it is necessary that it 
Although there is no doubt that —— 
possesses the following advan 
troops of the English are considerably less in number 
(2) that the Russian dominion is far greater in exten 
ritory, and is, moreover, inhabited by one race only; 
= — invade other — 
oreign aggressions. these 
Government to win the hearta of the 4 by means of 
to exert itself strenuously in promoting their happiness. It should 
make itself thoroughly acquainted with the wants and grievancea of the 
of India and to take ateps to supply and remedy them, so that in critical junc- 
tures they may unanimously assist it by all means in their power. There is 
doubt that the people of India are very much satisfied with the British rule. 


2. The Jiim-e-/amebed sip. hag — ＋ a ur 6th N while * 
| cising the policy of t mir o ul, says :—It 
Be. ae fee ve varpelalag that the Amir, who does nok at all on- 
eourage commercial intercourse with India but levies 
excessive duties on Indian goods in order to ruin Indian commerce, should have 
of his own free will opened wide the gates of his dominions to Russian com- 
merce and enterprise. It is just possible that the embassy outwardly sent for 
coramereial purposes may be, after all, a sevret political one. Why should not the 
Amir try tosave himeelf and hia kingdom by going over to the side of the fast-ad- 
vancing, strong and conquering Russians, when he knows full well that the British 
Government is quite indifferent to the mid-Asian politics? 80 long as the British 
ambassador at Kabul does not clear up this of the Russian embassy 
there is every ground to anapect the fidelity of the Amir. The British Govern- 
ment would have saved ail this trouble had it but spent some on settling 
the question of the Russian frontier long ago. The dbhbdr-c-Seddger (95), in 
ite ue of the 6th November, expresses aimilar sentiments. | 


8. The Gujerdéi (85), in ite issue of the ls N 
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1 chltes tgncied con 


ex 
to persuade it to meet a most pressing requirement. 


4. The Rade Goftdr (90), in its issue of the lst November, writes :— 
it will de some time before the season has commenced fer gubernatorial 
Excellency Lord Harris has just managed to pay a shost visit to two 

t towns in the Deccan, Ahmednagar and SholApur. There were the 
weual addresses.and speeches, and in the speeches which he has delivered on this 
eocasion the Gevernor has maintained his reputation for fsankness, shrewdness 
and sound common sense. He seems to take his cue mostly from the officers of 


the districts he visits, but the clearness and force with which he expresses his 


views shows that he does not repeat them mechanically just as they are received, 


but that he weighs them and makes them his own before uttering them. It is 
the 1 impression that he has always a bias in favour of the official view. 
Ww t discussing whether this is the favt or not, or whother it is the right 
one re him to do or not, this much is certain that the officia) cannot complain 
that his views have not on any occasion received from His Excellency the fullest 
measure of attention and respect. His Lordship is anxious that 3 
voice, or what is represented as the popular voice, should be checked by 


— order to be able to gauge its value, and he does not make a secret of 


5. The Kaiser Nd (80), in ite issue of the let November, writes:— 
was a remark made by His Excellency Lord Harrisat Ah r* 
we think, should not be allowed to pass unnoticed In the course of 
municipal address, Hie Lordship observed that he could not receive 
the educational committee of the town, because it was sent late 
was no time to verify the statements contained therein. The 

41 of notice. thd n _ 
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cost o ground-down tax-payers, 

i benefit! There are two other matters in connection 

His Excellency Lord Harris at Ahmednagar and Sboläpur which 
be seriously noticed. The necessity for every town, and, for that matter 
ing iteelf with an adequate rupply of pure potable 
recognised that there are now no two opinions on the subject. The 
preaching so farissuperfluous. Pure water-eupply means adequate funds, and if 


* 


adequate funds are not forthcoming, either from the public itself or from Govern- 
ment, it is of no use further sermonising on thesubject. Then, people are 
exhorted to embark on drainage suhemes, as if such schemes were bri 


bility of their utterances. 
scheme in any part of India which 


be asked whether there is a single drainage 
has hitherto been known /o afd ge aucovse? Init proved beyond doubt 
that the Calcutta drainage is such? If co, how ie it that after spending 14 
kror of rupees on it some years ago that vity is complaining of the awful nuisance 
the sewers and smells, of typhoid fever and its heavy mortality? Is it 
ved that Bombay has got the best and most efficient scheme of P 


The Duydn Prabdeh (13), in its issue of the Sth November, writes: 
firet 4 * — 1 — Harrie’ tour ame 1 * close with 1. 
gave xoelleney many o speaking 
on of the im nt 1 — and on the 
and wishes of the people under his rule. We congratulate His Noel - 
he has created upon hia audience by a 
sincere expression of his views, as well as by a ay 
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act similarly in similar cases. 


the 
11. The Hitechchhw (87) of Ahmedabad, in its 
observes that it will be some consolation to the public to 
Government have awarded a monthly pension to the widow of the 
of the Dum Dum murder case, attributes this result to the 
in England, but regrets that the offenders have escaped 
ernment have not taken each steps as would have a 
Buro recommends that Government in order to 
the Natives should in future order such cases to be tried by a mixed jury con- 
sisting of Natives and Europeans, and that t e post-mortem examinations should 
be allowed to be held by independent Native medical men instead of b 1 7 
doctors as their verdicts have proved to be not free from ty as 
their verdicts and those ofan entirely European jury, even though correctly 
formed, are liahle to be looked upon with suspicion by the public, and adds that 
if it be impracticable for Government to eirry out these recommendations at 
t, they should make the e certain sum as pension to the 
amily of the deceased without taxing the Indian exchequer, and hopes that the 
political associations of India will take up this question. 


12. The Kaieer-e-Hiad (89), in its issue of the lst November, observes :— 
The decision of Mr. Richardson, Third Presidency 
Remarks on the sentence Magistrate, Bombay, in the case of Dr. Rod has 
passed on Dr. Rodrigues bY caused much vexation and disappointment. When 
wen Bombay. wo take into consideration the respectable status in 
| society of the offender, his youth, particularly the 
extreme repentance which he showed for the offence committed while in a state 
of inebriation to whivh he had to resort to drown his feelings of uneasiness at the 
illness of hia wife, we cannot but characterise the sentence as hard and 
undeserved, for, we think that a mere fine would have sufficed. 
Mitra (86), in ita issue of the same date, expresses surprise at the sen 
fine and imprisonment passed on the doctor in question when European offenders 


pee the murder of Natives generally eecape only ligh 


that 


8 


, and advises the doctor to make an appeal to the High Court, as it 
ieves that the Honourable Judges will view his case with clemency. | 


18. The Hare Wadbdr (118), in ite ieaue of the let November, considers the 
fine of R. 50 recently imposed ona victoria driver 
The sentence pared on a with an alternative of one month’s imprisonment by 


pan 
victoria driver by the Chief Sr 
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fraternity, who are rash and reckless in driving and insolent in thei 
— 22 : 


14. The Bodh Sudhdkar (9), in its issue of the 28th October, says :— 
The irritation which a vulgar attack by the and 
An eshortation t the Tract Society on the Hindu god K is said to 

have caused a the Hindu vommunity of Bomba 
by is natural, but we k the ability to carry it far enough 

Yocietyonthe toa desirable termination. Our self-respect is hy 
last Gokul Ashtami holiday. critical and hollow. It cannot last long and 

about the desired object. Our want of self-reliance 
is the cause of this state of things. We require the assistance of Government 
even for kindling the fuel in the oven. There are no people in the world so weak 
and mous as the Hindus. The Hindus are the only who bear the 
against their religion, and this is the cause of the Christian converts 
taking such liberty. Should Hinduism be * with impunity in a city like 
Bombay? Should vonverts who traduce the venerable rishna be perma- 
nent residents in Bombay? What is the cause of famous massacre at 
Bartholomew ? What does the 24th of 1572 notify? Are there few martyrs 
who have been written about in European and Asiatic history ? The of 
Bombay should not lose sight of the fact that there is no provision tish 
to account such si ly writers, while there is a provision in that law, 
by Mr. Lee-Warner, under which a Brihman from Wii could be 
for telling a Christian convert not to touch him. Though muni- 
permit the traducing of a god held extremely venerable in other 
igion, religious or holy law ought to prohibit it. It is necessary to 
Christian converts from 


ng spread widely here, there is no 
occasion for much irritation on that account. 


15. The Kaiser- e- Nin d (89), in its issue of the lst November, observes :— 
The handbill published by a missionary society on 
The handbill issued by the Gokul Ashtami holiday of the Hindus, in which 


a oe ae . many disrespectful and obscene remarks are made 


he farther about the god Krishna, is objectionable and the pro- 
img hae 5 Gujerdsi moters of the public meeting of the Gujardti Hindus 
Hindus. held recently to protest against it have, we hear, 
obtained the opinion of an English counsel on the 

matter, and steps will soon be taken thereon. 


16. The Gujardt Da (84), in its issue of the let November, observes :— 
The British Government is well known for its im 

A request to, Government administration of justice and tolerance of religious 

in coaneotion with the Sand: views, and it is therefore to be regretted that it should 

not have yet taken any notive of those Bombay mis- 

sionaries who have wounded the religious feelings of the Hindus by the free 

circulation of an objectionable handbill on the last Gokul Ashtami day, It is 

ing that the Hindus have not yet been so much excited aa to take ve 

pe nat the missionaries, but it ia the ony of Government to take. 

measures of their own accord for protecting their u aubjects from such 
malicious attacks upon their religion. 


do 
* II 
Achtami tract, t will satisfy us, but if be not done, the 
Hindus will not rest till they have made the missionaries feel their just wrath. } 


18. The Daydnodayd (12), in its issue of the 5th November, writes :—A mass 
of the Hindus of Bombay was held on Saturday 
The defence of the alleged last at wür to consider what steps should be 
ue Mia ged ales, taken to defend theirgod Krishna from the alleged 
contained in a recent tract lous attack contained in a recent tract on Gokul 
on Gokul Ashtami. Ashtami. The speak 


— 1 of immorality 

should be appealed to on 

rather curious that our friends should be so much exercised about defending 
Krishna’s character. We would suggest that before they go any further 
should read the account of Krishna's life in the Bhagawat Purdn. 

exception of one invident, whivh refers to a custom observed at J ri, 
they will find that the tract deals in a very mild way with fallngs 
Unfortunately the authors of the Purins are dead, otherwise they might also 
included in the appeal which it is propose] to make to Government. 


19. The Pandhari Mitra (50), in its issue of the 1st November, observes :— 
In India virtuous conduct and high or noble birth 
semen reformers have from time immemorial carried weight and respect, 
di while in western countries the aweeping or levelling 
principle of equality recognises no distinction between man and man except 
that of wealth and education, and vonsequently allows even a vobbler’s son, if he 
be well educated, to assoviate with the religious head of the community. Con- 
sequently those classes of Hindu society, who under Native rule occupied very 
low positions in life, have had opportunities under the British rule of raisi 
their heads by means of wealth and education. The so-called reformers 
leaders of Hindu aoviety are men whore anvestors held the lowest position in 
society, and who having acquired their present im noe by learning English, 
have naturally great respect for the institutions obtaining in western countries, 
believe in the advice and opinions of their benefactors, the English, as in gos 
trutha, and force upon the country practices like widow-marriage, and laws like 
the Age of Consent Abt, the Decvan Agrioulturists’ Relief Act, Ko. These 
men are not really persons whom Native soviety at large acknowledge as their 
representatives, but are mere upstarts and have no sympathy whatsoever with 
their distressed op at beng The latter should therefore no ~~ < on 
such self-constituted leaders, but should consult their own interests independently 
of them and promote them by encouraging and patronising home-made articles 
and thus prevent their wealth from drained to foreign countries. 


20. The DAdrwdr Pritt (82), in ita issue of the 20th October, has the 
followi 1 Our readers must be aware 
upon d sugges that in Bengal au under discussion at present 
been mote ie police reform. local Government sent a 

to 


55 : 5 
15 lit 


. 
15 


5 
i 
J 
32 


in ite issue of the lst November, writes: 


2225. — 


shouting propensities 


to 
put a to what they deem to bea nuisance. They vest the 


Ei We thosid like to Per what right these. grumblere have to sak 


the innocent to their music, simply 
to ears not to it? Have not these ts sufficient toleration 
to on Sean on 6 Glee AI. * men 


ve of 

an 4172 enjoy after da Raden if 
have a right cloup untiotartad, their Netive neighbours ave 81 408 
to have devotional music, however unpleasant, until the — 
provide them with more 22 pare hye mau not owners 
of carriages everyday troubled when they have to pass by 
when prayers are being offered or sermons delivered? No sensible man has 
com Sa oo e few will 

t that the police do always keep within proper ‘Then again 
the correspondents seem to think that Native music is the most 
— pe thing in the world, because that is their ex 
music of their servants and other low-caste people. We only 
ignorance of the European community on the point and w 
with them to sus their judgment and not to 
: ey of d No one can afford to ent 

ty notions of living in an overcrowded city like Bombay, with so many 
and races whose hours of er and devotion not even Government has any 
right to regulate. ry men have their own churches and cathedrals, but 
every Native household is a church and cathedral for itself, and it ia 
4 


of intolerance to say that he shall nat have his music and 
— 14 n there drunkards and 
au t. 
N 
But the community haa never thought it decent to kick up 
a row just as if the heavens were about to fall. It knows that the 


of city life are inevitable to a certain extent, and puts up with them with a 
. — 


Part II.— Mueatton. 


. The Subedd Patride (18), in its issue of the 
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Schools, as for instance the Head-master 
. “ ema Pan a * 1 make it 
costly by levying ex ees on students for supplying them 
water, drawing classes and cricket clubs, which come up to a 
tion to the usual school-fee of Rs. 8 per mensem. The paper 
additional fee will surely debar ts in ordinary circumstances 


their sons to the Government schools, and requests Government to 
extra fees are levied from students. 


Part III.— Municipalities. 


24. The Sind Sudddr (163), in its issue of the 31st October, writes: We 
have received very ul news from the Hyderabad 
Imposition of a house-tax District to the effect that in the minor municipalities 
Wee te in ol that district the officials are using pressure to im- 
Sind oxen —— of. pose the house-tax. In the mofussil towns it is only 

the trading class that can be said to have any source 
of income, but the number belonging to that class is limited. The majority of 
the population consists of people pn, Ha their livelihood by manual occupation. 
The wages which a labourer receives are four or five annas a day, a sum which 
is hardly enough to cover his ex In those towns it is not customary to 
let houses for rent. Moreover, there are no grand buildings. The poor people 
own small houses, which have descended to them from their ancestors. 


These cannot even afford to get their houses repaired. They look 
u 1411 as a sudden f invasion or as a E trom heaven. 
If instead of levying the house-tax the rates of town duties on commodities are 


increased, the e will not feel the burden so heavy as that of the house- 
tax. In im any new tax it is necessary that regard should be had for 
the — the people in the matter. We therefore hope that Government 
will it altogether undesirable to levy a house-tax in small towns, It 
will surely be hard to levy this kind of tax in minor municipalities, and more 
1 those in which there is no deficit of funds. The Matari Munici- 

ty ia an instance in point. 
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The Guard. 8 1 (84), in ita issue of the 29th October, o es: 


roceedings of the civil suit t by 
the decision of Maha ane against the Dhandhuka M 
2 — the unjust levy of the house-tax on the 
1 and a show that the authorities were arbi in their con- 
toGovernmentincoa- duct, and we are glad that the Mahdjans have succeeded 
in getting the order for the imposition of the house-tax 
canvelled and that the municipality has been made to 
pay the costs. We hope to revert to this case aguin very shortly, but in the 
meantime request Government to carefuliy inquire into the management of a 
municipality before it is suspended, in order that it may not be made to suffer 
for the arbitrary conduct of the authorities. 


Part IV.— Native States. 


27. The Indian Spectul r (2), in its issue of the lst November, writes :— 
The visit of the Viceroy to Kashmere is destined to be 
e Ne of the prolific of some important events. These have already 
ite alleged objects. cast their shadows beforehand. From the very guarded 
but honeyed sentences in which His Excellency Lord 
Lansdowne responded to the health of the Mahdrija, it is obvious that Kashmere 
is on the eve of many an administrative and military change in its govern- 
ment. We suspect that when these will be announced it will be found 
that the latter predominate. The civil reforms are chiefly to be financial. 
These have been already limned, and the secret has been let out by the 
ae re will consist of a better system of collection of the land revenue 
the introduction of a department of audit and accounts. As to the 
military reforms and military activity, the less we say the better. In our 
opinion they are utterly mischievous and uncalled for. The public at large do 
not yet seem to have seen through the real object of that new-fangled service, 
called im 1 of Native feudatories. So distrustful has the Govern- 
ment of grown of the . Native States, — a distrust which in itself is 
a strong indication of the timidity of a Government which is powerful and 
and full of resources,-- that it felt two years ago that or other 
must be effectively done to have it curtailed and thus allay that hysteria of 
conjured by the tion of its own mili advisers. The sole origin 
this service was the dread of Native Princes, with their rab 
troops, secretly combining with the Russians in the case of an invasion. 
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Pant I.—Politics and the Public Admintetration. 


1. The Gujardt Mitra (86), in ite issue of the 8th November, compares 

of the Indian under the former N 

49 1 that present British Govern 
he Britieh rule. that the balance of advantages is in 
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2. The Ahmedabad Times andar Tagg ogy Faery Bt Apt gt 
stat Aye Bang yh. Sth 
very uneasy at the advance ussians in Cen 
Asia and the embassy which the Amir of Kabul is 


call ungrateful and suspect of treachery 
not consider the action of the Amir to be 


= (84), in its issue of the 8th November, writes: 
reports that have reached India about the Amir’s 
ite ta i 81 mission to Russia have tended to unsettle the minds of 
marks in connection with it. the people. That the Amir who fattens on twelve 
r turn round 
in the hour of need, seems incredible. But he has one of 
the terms of the treaty entered into with him if he has sent a mission to Russia. 
The complacence with whieh he has viewed Russian encroachments in the Pamirs 
may us tothink that he has tarned a traitor, and the announcement of the 
Standard that Russia is to make a varavan road to the frontiers of India supplies 
grounds for the supposition that there are some secret springs at work. 


4. Mr. Haji Suleman Shahamamad Lodhia, writing from Cape Town to 
the det Gioftdr (90) in its issue of the 8th November, 
A complaint of the natives complains that for a long time past the European 
Francie residing in Orange British subjects in Orange Free States and Transvaal 
Africa against the European in Africa have been harassing the natives of India 
iritish subjects and a request trading in those countries in various ways, as, for 
to the Governmen: of India. instance, by not allowing them to purchase estates 
and lands in their own names and even by withhold- 
ing trade licenses from them, and says that unlesa the Government of India 
vome to the rescue of these down-trodden people there is no hope of their 
getting any redress. 
5. The Madrdita (5), in its issue of the 8th November, writes :—His Excel- 
lenvy Lord Harris, whatever else may be said of him, is 
Approval of the tone of at least determined to personally visit the districts 
the replies given by His Ex- which form the presidency, more than once, — 
ee Lord Het to the kia quinquennial régime and thus to come into 
addremea presented to him quing 
during hie recent tour. contact with both the people and the officials. His 
Excellency has been thus fulfilling at least one of the 
essential functions belonging to his exalted office, beyopd comment or cavil, and 
that is saying a deal. His frankness of e , straightforwardness of re 
and simplicity of views, interpreted by some into narrowness of vision, have 
become by this time universally known, and whatever one may think of the 
apirit of official one-sidedness that seeme to lurk behind the set and 
expressions, there is no apparent attempt at mincing matters. His le, 
moreover, aided by hia directness of addvess, in which the “you” 
8 large part, goes ht home to the ing of all his 
listeners, and if it may sometimes fail to gratify their sentiments or satisfy their 
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ul has found a loud echo in 
of the bureaucracy. This very fact isa 
our mind of Sir Charles s virvular being justified. 


famous rides and tours, and a man 
would detect the smallest of small i 
should have heen compelled to 
have a solemn duty to disvha a double duty, in f 
whom are responsible for their acts, and the other 
whom they are called upc. to rule. We know that district work is 
er; that to the civilian who would conscien 
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scampering and scouring back at the 

of al posable time But it seems that in the Bengal 
— , and well it may. For when exalted author- 
a ple, are themselves guilty of 


ng go 
neglect their proper work, which, if conscientiously performed, would 
that discontent of which we now so frequently from all 
re. The exalted authorities are the worst sinners. No doubt Sir 
himself is an exception. But we want a Viceroy and Governor-General 
administrative capacity of an Elliott to set a good exam It 
even some comfort if we had no such weak - minded mediocrity asa 
9 dey our 2 — Where the central authority is os 
a strong Government, diffusing its own strong among 

subjected to its will. Hence it is that we find untied tak tae walle 
end ge the greater of their time at favourite hills or other 
sani as if gubernatorial life was all lawntennis or cricket, Ar and 
dancing devils. The rot sets in, with this distinct disadvantage to the ruled, 
trations become demoralised with some favourite Secretaries govern- 
ing provinces at their own aweet will. Thus provincial and Vi minis- 
—— degenerate while India cries in the wilderness. A of the 
character issued by Sir Charles Elliott from some higher authority ie now and 
then needed for our Viceroys and Governors. We then witness a limitation 
of the annual exoduses and a reasonable contentment Thaemabena the land. At 
peat, Se ee ee ee or no work.” This is 

plorable, and a huge blot on the administration. 
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10. Hdmdde (17), in its issue of the 7th November, 
. the Hijapur District, dependi 

i. usbandry for their sustenance, have 
ven with dismay at the threa prospect of a famine 
for want of rain, that some of to save themselves 


market prices of provisions have been rising daily, that the cattle are dying in 

umbers for scarcity of fodder, which is felt so much that a cow was by the 

ebihdl at an auction sale fora sum of one anna and a 

uarter, and that it is a matter of surprise that Government should have done 
as 


nothing t to relieve the distressed, and prays the Government to remit 
olly the land assesament for this year. 


11. The Kaéser-e-Hind (80), in its issue of the 8th November, that 
whereas the British Government and the thro- 
very and to 
poor rich 
enjoy, it isa pity that no notice is being taken of 
something like a slave trade which is ond on 
n the close vicinity of Bombay in and about Verdr in the Thana ot and 
har to Surat and in some villages of the Surat District, where whole 
Du belonging to a low class of 
master for a whole life-time on a meagre pi 
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evening of the 14th October last I was waiting 
Consul for a tramcar to the Sadar. Two cars 
with the annoying cry “no room,” “no room.” 
ame cry, but this time I got up and stood on the foot-board. I knew 
against the bye-laws of the company, but urgency of business made 
follow the st maxim “ necessity has no law.” I was asked to get 
the board and I 
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As the car came opposite the bungalow of Mr. Vincent, the Police 
Superintendent, the tramcar an pi and brought a 
= whom I afterwards came to know as the Police Superintendent. 

e demanded my name and I answered him in quite a John Bull fashion, “ Who 
the devil are you to demand my name? I did not know he was a police officer, 
for he had no uniform, and I felt very much irritated at this 1 
and breach of etiquette. Hence such a rude reply. He got furious and — 
me to alight. I showed him 1 and to get down. He called 
two Native constables to his assistance. He laid hold of my leg, while the con- 
stables had me by the arms. I remonstrated with him and told him he was a 
against law, but in vain. At this juncture I had no other recourse but to ge 
down. Mr. Vincent continued furious and ordered the constables to take me to 

I was taken like the worst of criminals 
where I was received 


any area to which it may have been 
we of vaccinating 
. It is, in fact, framed in a cautious spirit. Where 
scruples, it is hoped it will not be applied. However, to disarm 
all opposition, the Government should order a wide use of animal lymph. 


Part II].—Zducation. 


24. The Sudhdrak (19), in its issue of the 9th November, writes :—The 
Honourable Sir Raymond West asked the Poona 

Remarks on the advice Municipality to increase its grant to the Poona Native 
ven by the Honourable Sir Institution on the ground that that school sends out 
Cit 123 an teen educated citizens to fill its ratepayers’ liste. Even it 
‘grant to the Nu Native this principle be admitted fora moment, the Poona 
Institution. Suburban and the Cantonment Committee ought to 
have been as well asked, or rather advised, Sir 

Raymond to take their fair share of the increased burden, for the alumaé of Mr. 
Bhave's school are partially drawn from these districts as well. Similarly, the 
“land tax derived by Government from the Central Division districts ought 
to pay up decently, for the Government is as much interested in having 
eduvated subjects as local municipal committees are in securing educated rate- 
payers. But the fact of the matter ie that it is as easy for the Government to 
say We have to deal out to 80 many institutions that we Ira Ae 
more,“ as it is easy for a Keearé or a MaArdéte to find fault with the working of 
the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act. It is a stock answer, framed after many 
anxious houre of Seoretariat red-tape ane, woe every Governor who trusts 
to his Seoretariva more than to his personal knowledge, learn and 
retails in to the addresses he receives. But we 
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prosperity of the Law O 
are acquainted with its real condition will be surprised at this. The Professors 
of the Law Class have nothing to do with the smallness or largeness of the number 
of candidates . The Law Class is not in the least useful to students studying 
law; they attend it because they are compelled todo so. If it is to remain 
in its present condition the money spent on it is simply wasted, and it will be 
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14 The Jdm-e-Jamshed (88), in its issue of the 17th N , Whi 
_ Writing about the death-rate of infants in India, says :-— 
+ oe Though all the disadvan under which births and 
deaths are registered in be taken into considera- 
Ae & | oo See? See ae 
com mission enquire in rming. rate creased 80 tremendously 
nate mortality ia Indie that the Military Sanitary Commission in England has 


thought it fit to draw the attention of Parliament to it 
and to recommend the appointment of a special commission to enquire into its 
causes, There are two prinvipal causes of this enormous mortality of infants, and 
they are ignorance and poverty. It is well-known that the Government of India is 
not at all liberal in educating the masses, and their poverty is also a patent fact. 
The wives of the working men are obliged to work with their hus for their 
bread soon after they are delivered, and are unable to nurse their children 
properly. In almost all cases these poor mothers, getting no sufficient food them- 
selves, lind it very diffloult to give their infants their natural nourishment. This, 
of vourse, increases the death-rate of infants in this warm country. We 
hope that the report of the commission will enlist the sympathy of the noble- 
minded people of England and will induve them to improve the condition of the 
poverty-stricken masses of India. 


18. The Jugadddared (48), in its issue of the 15th November, while complain- 


ing about what it calls the harasai ulations of the 
Romarkson the alleged atria Purest Department, says :—The Serves De t 
I badge be a eg first turned many large pastures into arable and 
the Forest Department, fallowing in its wake, deprived 
the already complaining cultivators of their remaining ge grounds, The 
oultivatore, therefore, it very diffloult to pay the revenue, for the 
animals on whom farming in this count depends are almoat starved 
on account of the absence of fodder. cattle commit now and then tres- 
pasa on the reserved forests and their owners are obliged to free them from t 
cattle- by paying fines, Moreover, the farmers are obliged to keep them- 
selves in the graces of the officers of the Forest De t. 
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take pity on people and to lessen their miseries. | 
16. In the of the Honourable Mr. Moore at the fare. 


well entertainment given to him recently at Poona, the 


2 on K aiser-e-Hind (80), in its issue of the 15th November, 
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ly to the Natives alone, but to Anglo-Indians as well, and if Collectors 
connected with municipalities were to change their present 
. the Natives, who are no doubt poser the quality 


, larly the Hindus as is seen from progress of 
them, would soon improve. But we cannot echo the 
| gentleman gives to the effect that people ought not to 
show their independence towards Government, for, he says, that would be in- 
gratitudeand unmanliness. This would argue submission to all the measures 
of Government, which, indeed, is the view of the narrow-minded lo- Indians. 
It savours neither of tude nor of unmanlinces to make reasonable requests 
and complaints. If Honourable Mr. Moore thinks that there ought to be 
no political associations and no political movement in this country he is 
= because the Natives are now far advanved to understand their duty 
matter. 
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recently published in the Britieh Medical Journal, 

— Raabe Tower reviewing the evidence recorded in the case known as 
tragedy case. the Räjabai Tower case, including that of Dr. Smith, 
Coroner’s and pronouncing this medical 

Saat Se have been wae eee of outrage and attributing 
the death of the two ladies, the subject of the case in question, to acci- 


dent or suicide, and concludes as follows :— But what is the moral of all this? 
We are reluctant to reawake the and bitter controversy of the last six 
months. We are reluctant to throw the blame of the gross of justive 
from the gon any head. Nay, we will be charitable enough to assume 
that the law officers of the Crown erred, that the Judge erred, and that the 
Government too was misled. But what are we to say to the “more than an 
N 


error of judgment on the of the Police Surgeon on whose insufficient and 


unreliable evidence the whole superstructure of the abortive criminal u- 
we 


tion was raised? We are devoutly of hope that after the criticiam to w 
have above referred, neither the Government nor the J will be misguided 
L. H, Ine and the peaceful 
oi whom they have g 8 they will now and un- 
acknowledge in public error into which they were Nay, 
mame Sey will seriously consider w it is advisable for the safety and the 
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21. The Kaiser-e-Hind (80), in its issue of the 15th November, writes :— 
We are extremely pleased to hear on v 


a lg Presidency year. 
ee to be commended. In fact, the longer Bombay is 
allowed to have the benefit of his experience of years, the greater 


god sevice for many Mr. Cooper is hale and hearty and capable of rendering 


service for ayeartocome. A frequent change in the Chief 

undesirable, es y when a Magistrate of the ability, knowledge, } 
calmness and popularity of Mr. Cooper is at the head. After the agi 
a the new would-be incumbent six months ago, it is indeed some relief to 
hear that the city is assured of Mr. Cooper's distinguished service for another 
ass wien pen ce A hp oe mene yp — 
extension and we vernment on its wise s 
we would wish that he might still have the same useful and — career for 
some years. Bomba keenly misa him when he no | graces the Chief 
Magisterial chair. Meanwhile we wish Mr. Cooper success in his 
already admirable and useful career as our popular and worthy Chief Magistrate. 
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8 to Government to improve the morale of the 

* — II people of India in the following worde: — The Govern - 
morale ot the people of India, ment. it seema, wants its subjects to be very religious 
; and moral; but as religion «nd morals go hand in hand, 
and as the Government does not want to interfere in religious matters, it has 
found it diffloult to deal with morality alone. In dealing with the morals of 
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Parr I.— Politics and the Public Admintetration. 
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Remarks on the ramoured 
intention of tie Excellency 
Lord Lansdowne to resign. 


in England. 0 surely resign 

success of the Liberals. His Excellency formerly belonged 

Literal party. A few members of this party have joined the Conservatives and 
are known by the name of Unionists, to which party Lord Salis belongs. 
The | tion of Lord Lansdowne before the general elections will be ever 
gratefully remembered by the Anglo-Indians here, as it will enable Lord Salis 


to appoint a new Conservative Viveroy over India. It is reported that 
Stanley, the Governor of Canada, is also to resign about this time. This additional 
will make the Her Salis stronger than ever, and the 


will gratefully remem 
adherents. 
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the cause of education in their States, in co public works of utility 
irrigation works, &0., and — Velie the relief of the 
cing them sums at nominal interest i of hoarding 
it up in an unproductive way. If the Chiefs, after utilising in 
manner aforesaid, have still more cash in hand, they ought to 


vest it in Government paper, but lay it by, ready for emergencies 
ex It is — exld that Government put pressure on Nati 
to make them invest thejr money in Government securities against 
and if so, very s testa should be made it from 
{The gene Bandhu (180) of the 25th November expresses similar senti- 
ments. | 


12. In alludi 
ita issue of the 24th 


the surplus 

their subjects to make it productive of interest as the ruleredo not know how to 
75 their money on proper objevts such as education and arts, and adds that 
if the Chiefs themselves are dependent on the British rule there is no necessity 
for their having money with themselves. 


18, The SwdodA Patriba (18), in ita issue of the Mud November, writes 
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is, therefore, equivalent to sa 1 

nor the to British rule. 
the problem of social transformation in I 


surely lend a helping hand to the Zamindars. 


18. The Gwiard 2 (84), in its issue of the 22nd November, 
writes :—At Hyderabad His Excellency the Governor advised the municipality 
to supplement theirincome by a house-tax rather than by octroi duties. 
Governor is anxious to have the house-tax in panne to ovtroi duties, because 
the burden of taxation should be taken as much as possible from the shoulders of 
the poor and laid upon the shoulders of those who can afford to bear it. Here there 
is a clear ng of the question. The Government assumes that the greater and 
the costlier the house, the greater the means of ifs oooupant. Nothing can be more 
fallacious than this. The descendant of a rich ane now reduced to poverty, 
lives in his ancestral mansion which he has not off, and a rich merchant, 
loaded with wealth from abroad, occupies a very humble dwelling. 
scale of taxation according to the classification of houses is very illogical 
in this case. There are diverse raves inhabiting every town. There are the 
EME 
The m van 0 y are v 
Those gentlemen who are a committee of the 
unicipality take all the local conditions into consideration and 
then broach any scheme they wish to propound. A house-tax on the value of 
the materiala used in a house cannot be surpassed in absurdity by any tax 
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: sitting of the the Indian National 
Lapland Tibet entertaining the idea that if they 
there discourse eloquer tly their gri 
people will be foolish enough to 
and to bring about the ruin of thei 
with so much trouble, and the people 


that the le are well aware that the people of India are forbearing 
and will put up with any infliction, and that if they are ready to di 

prohibition of their religion about going by sea to foreign countries they will 
soon become Christians, and there is no wisdom in being hasty in giving them 
new political rights. 


19. A correspondent writes to the Deda Prakdeh (13) in its issue of the 26th 

: November, saying that a meeting of about fifty Hindus 

st A Au was lately * N. Femme in a —— — 22 
presidency of Rio ur yan Bhi oglekar, 
— and that after some speeches in which the speakers 
condemned the National Congress for aid with Government in 
the Age of Consent Act, it passed a resolution to the ‘effect that a Nati 
Congress of the type of the present Congress does not represent public opinion. 
The correspondent, in giving partivulars of the ogee of the meeting 
above mentioned, regrets the ignorance betrayed by the leading spirits therein 
about the real nature, doings and objecta of the Indian National Congress, and 
blames them for their hastiness and obstinacy.— The SwdAdrak (19) says that 
the meeting was attended N twenty pe and that they, after blaming 
the National Congress and Mr. Hume, its General , for consenting to 
the Age of Consent Act, passed a resolution that they did not want the Congress. 

20. 


The Native Opinion (15), in its issue of the 26th November, writes: 

A Landon — ang of the Bombay Gazette says 
Mr, Alexander Rogere, that Mr. Rogers, ex-Revenue Member of 
‘Revenue Member of the the Bombay Council, who is spending his retirement 
over an elaborate treatise on the revenue laws of this 
his services in connection with 
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20, The Rdet Goftdr (90), 
of heroism which the A 
ment of flees and et, bare 


ormation of the rela 
A case of heroiam shown 
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in the matter, and to induce Govern 
women’s punishment, if not commute it 


80. nne 21st N 
t ounded com 
ness in the dend of exe sifainst the Sadar Court in Sind and 


in the Bader Cuart ia Siud. Judge, Mr. 
for attention is 


a 
ti peed of that snail- Court—the Court 1 
fault did not appear to lie with the bench, so much as with the traditionall 
consecrated ure of an institution which was a survival of by-gone da 
The Sadar — — 1— 1 — not yy sapere with vol jied unwi 
apparatus as neery Court, and yet if the present udicial decisions 
is to 2 — may — > anal ery to deliver them from the 
entanglements of law. It is no use being vague ; we propose 
tosubstantiate the charge we make by a single telling instance—the case of Aga 
Sultan Mahomedshéh vervene Nur Mahomed Lalun. It is now nearly four 
years since Mr. Inverarity was brought down by the adherents of the Aga Khan 
to address arguments to the Sadar Court on behalf of his client. It is more 
than three years since he vlosed the argument, and possibly forgot all about the 
facts of the suit. But yet the Sadar Court Judge cannot make up his mul. 
His is that kind of subtle cleverness, apparently, which invents arguments for and 
1 litigants which would surprise the litigants themselves, and having start- 
himself on that track, His Honour bends his wits to combat these imaginary 
ts That is excellent mental gymnastics and would have done credit to an 
initiate in the Schoola; but Mr. Macpherson fo that all the world is not 
Scotch, and what seems to amuse a Scotchman ‘without limit may not be equally 
agreeable to the suitors. Perhaps we are doing Mr. Macpherson injustice ; 
ps the tardiness is not constitutional ; ps the wear and tear of our 
climate has told on him, in which case Mr. Macpherson’s duty ought to be clear, 
though we need not spevify it. 


$1. One Mr. Trimbak Daji Shet writes to the SudAdber (69), in its issue of 

the Ast November, to say that on the 18th idem, while 

A complaint against the he was sitting in the verandah of the Second Class 
pe — * = 225 Magistrate's Court at Pen in the Koläba District with 
Cin Magistrate, ben. to- the intention of witnessing a case which was to come on 
wards one Mr, Trimbek Dai that day for trial before Siheb Moro Raghunäth 
Shes. Bivalkar, a Second Class Magistrate, he was sent for 
hy the latter and ordered to leave the Court and 

threatened with imprisonment if he dared enter the Court compound again. The 
vourts of justice, including the High Court at Bombay, being open to the public, 
the Magistrate, adda the vorvespondent, has avted illegally and high-handedly in 
asking him to leave hia Court, and that having no money to prosecute the 
Magistrate and get redress of the wrong done to him he has written this letter 
in order that it come to the notive of the proper authorities and others may 


not meet with similar treatment at the hands of the Magistrate. 
bal Tower ¢ 
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temporaries of Bombay 
boldly come forward and 
Goftdr (90), in its issue of the 22nd November, writes :—The 
medica] journals of the world, after a careful and scholarly review of 
tragedy case, emphatically proclaim that outrage—dark and 
outrage—and not odious — ated suicide, was the cause of the 
the victims of hallowed memory. No doubt, conflicting and per- 
statements and misstatements, gathered and made in the excited times, 
and raised a mystery over it, and had a great deal, if 
to do with misleading our Anglo-Indian friends and Government. 
more qualified minds have cleared away the mysterious. 
elements, and presented the real issue in its true light, will not— 
ask our Anglo-Indian friends and Government will they not rectify © 
ve error of judgment and make a partial reparation, even at this late 
the memory of the dear departed—a memory so persistently trodden 
ru y dragged in the mire ? Wealso ask them to make that amende 
honowrable’ so characteristic of all English gentlemen, which it is still possible 
for them to make, tardy — it be, for the vous wrong they have 
unwittingly inflicted on a whole community—and that a loyal, tolerant and 
educated community. Now that the heat of the strife is gone, and not mere legal 
technicalities but scientific and practival facts are marshalled before them 
in plain unvarnished lan by authoritics the most competent in the world 
to 1 on them, will not our straightforward Anglo-Indian brethren do 
r duty 


$4. The Kaieer-e-Hiad (89), in its issue of the 22nd November, writes :— 
Last week it gave us pleasure to inform our readers 
r of the agreeable feat of the — 22 of * 
Mari 0 r. Cooper as Chi resideno agistrate, an 
a eee equal — Alen — * 
Government has very wisely resolved to allow Mr. Hamilton to retain his seat 
on the 1— bench. It would have been a serious mistake had His Worship 
been relegated to the mofussil. The mofussil would have gained nothing, while 
Bombay would have distinctly suffered by his transfer. Mr. Hamilton has 
ed a most effivient and ular Magistrate. He has been discharg- 
ing his duties without fear or favour, and the way in which he has now 
and again sternly curbed the energy of overzealous polivemen is beyond all 
praise. Magistrates of his sterling character are a real buffer between the poor 
and police-ridden folk on one side and the polive itself on the other, We again 
offer our congratulations to the Government for its wise disoretion, and we 
also congratulate Mr. Hamilton on his good fortune. 


35. The Jagadddared (38), in ita issue of the 22nd November, saya that 
though, properly speaking, Mr. Sordbji Fade m.. Firat 

A question as to why dis- Assistant Collector, 2288 should have received 
tinctin should be wale be- charge of the office of the Collector, Mr. Waddington, 
— when he retired from the service on pension from the 
20th instant. Mr. Stewart, Second Assistant Collector, 


has received it, and aske why such a distinction should have been made. 


Part II.—Legislation. 


86. The Indian Spectator (2), in ita isaue of the 22nd November, writes :— 
r 
n ween the advova 0 

8 Tunde tion. Government apparently have made up their mind 
Conncil dag tel. to pass the Vaccination Bill, But it is not too much to 
expect that they should listen to reasonable suggestions. 


y 
the especially are utilised for this 
inflicted on their mothers, who have to go a 
again and again at the vaccine station. The children also 
have heard some of them shriek when the 
their yet raw wounds. In the name of humanity we beg to 
at all ht ne to retain the second part of 14, it 
down that the lymph should not be taken from a vaccinated 
performance of more than one vaccination. Section 24 provides that i 
t or guardian intentionally omits to produce a child whom he 

sum to produce by a magistrate on the com 
punished with simple imprisonment fora term which 
or with fine which may extend to one thousand ru 
that the sentenve should be of fine only, and that 
be not more than one hundred rupees. In Section 22 the — for inocula- 
tion is three months’ rigorous or simple imprisonment, or two hundred rupees fine, 
or both. That offence, if it may be called such, is evidently considered a higher 
offence, as even rigorous imprisonment may be awarded to it. For this 
reason the amount of the fine in Section 24 should be less, not 
than in Section 22. We also think that the imprison 
Section 22 should be simple, and not rigorous. This is the minimum of con- 
vessions to public opinion we have ventured to press upon the attention of Gov- 
ernment. r own demand would go much further. It may be said that these 
a have been in forve in Kardévhi and Bombay, and have done no harm. 

ut we have no evidence that they have done no harm. The cries of the poor 
seldom penetrate the legislative chamber, and it is mainly the poor who are 
affected by these cruel sections. Besides, Kardvhi and Bombay are advanced 
cities, with an influential public The new Act will be introduced into less 
advanced areas, and, if the Government wishes to popularise vaccination, it had 
better not commence with laying down such stringent penalties. 


$7. The Madritta (5), in its issue of the 22nd November, writes :—-We 
fear the proposed Vaccination Act may prove an engine 

Disapproval of the Vaceina- Of oppression in the hands of the Sanitary Depart- 
tion Act itself. ment. In a province where education is spreading 
and people are taking W to measures of reform, 

it is impolitio to force reform by legislation. We know that the Sanitary 
Department has been urging Government to take up this of legislation for 
several years past, but their prayer has been very wisely let alone. His 
Excellency Lord Harris would be acting wisely if he dropped the matter 
al r. or at least held it in abeyanve until the province was prepared for it. 
The Sanitary Department has not yet been able to make outa case in 
support of the measure, and until they are in a position to do so it would 
be unwise to legislate in the matter. From the latest sanitary report it appears 
that the provinves Which have shown best results in the vaccination of 
infanta have not done so by compulsion but by persuasion and administrative 


improvement, We understand that in the Bordra 78 por vent, of the children 
protected 


born during 1889.90 were — 


next with 


Panjab came 


against small - pox 
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make vaceination unpopular, and n if at all, a 
blic contentment. cial re : the fact that there 
ttle opposition to vaccination. In this province Bombay and Poona are 

only two places where animal lymph is used throughout the year; 

human yam used, 60 that the firet to 

against pox is to make arrangements for 
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ry, too many Acts doa 
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one or two thrown out 
no way indicative of the or success of the 
we want is real work, and this can only be obtained if Government be 
spend more money from their own resources. Asa matter of fact, we find 


5 

that the Bill has not attracted sufficient 
part of the duties of self-governing boards we 
consideration of the measure, suggest the necessity for 


= 
action. Harris has only very recently told us that to make a 
successful prayer we must be unanimous, or nearly so, in making it. Let us, 


ng . 
nicipalities, if they pro- 
test prepared to incur additional expenditure for 
pro sufficient animal lymph, for they can then well say to Government 

t the concession for is not merely factious, but that if sufficient time 
be allowed and the work of vaccination properly conducted, vaccination will soon 
become so general as to avoid the necessity of compulsion. 


be extended, it is not only useless b 
of activity by planning, preparing 


Weare 


Part III.—Bducation. 


88. A correspondent, writing to the Gujard‘s (35) in its issue of the 22nd 
November, says :—I am of opinion, and I lay no claim 
Disapproval of the system to originality, as the opinion has been expressed by 
43. re 7 8 
in University examina- colleges in presidency should not be a 
1 5 examiners here, but that other educated seatlemen in 
the ency or Professors of any of the colleges in 
other presidencies should be ted as such, for if a Professor af any of the 
colleges here is appointed an examiner, the students of that college have a 
decided advantage over others. They know what questions are likely to be 
asked, what questions are not to be asked, what pose pe on where high 
authorities do not agree, the examiner likes most, and what method the examiner 
thinks the students should follow in answering the questions, It is also difficult 
for conscientious IK 0 ceeene. They are bound as 
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very bad and suicidal, It ie therefore to be hoped that Government will pro- 
perly consider matters in dealing with the Mahomedans. 
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the French Government on 
into France from all Indian 
cherry, and of the severe blow thus gi ) 

of Anglo-Indian merchants, who are rendered 
on account of their inability to compete with 
chants of Pondicherry owing to the heavy duty, the Arunodaya (31). in 
of the 13th December, says: —If the Aaglo-Indian merchants 

ing on under their very noses they will be sorry to find that 
ve given cause to France for doing what she has done. Does the 
show that all European continental goods are allowed to be imported into I 
subject to the same duties as are imposed on English goods? If it be not so, 
t to be paid in their own coin ? 
England aad India are both under the rule ol Her Gracious Majesty, and yet can 
these merchants affirm that the same principles of politival economy are applied 
to hoth? There is nothing strange, then, if France frames rules suited to the 
promotion of her own interests. 


3. The Kesari (45), in its issue of the 15th December, says:—The French 
Government has imposed a duty of 2 per cent. on sesamum, ground-nuts and 
other oil-seeds imported into France from Indian ports except those situated in 
French possessions in India. It would be well if the British Government were to 
entertain a similar desire to promote the commerce of their own territories, 
and depart a little from their policy by which India is much impoverish- 
ei in the name of free trade in order to supply cheap food to Englishmen at 
home. 


4. The Jiim-e-/amehed (86), in its issue of the 15th December, says ;—The 
? Geil and Military Gazette ex a desire that 
Disapproval of the rere, His Excellency Lord Lansdowne should be re-appointed 
nad Military Guastty for the fora further term of five years as the Viceroy India 
re-appoiutmentof His Excel on the expiry of the present term. It is quite natural 
deny Lord Lansdowne as that the ex of such a desire should 
ludian Vieoroy fr a further from a member of the Anglo-Indian press, But the 
bn 
a tment to the seat answer is that . 
— administration the country has not been benefited to any appreciable extent 
by the introduction of new reforms, nor have the Natives been granted new 
concessions for which they have been jong . Lord Lansdowne did not 
fellow the Westies pene? laid down by pon, but, on the other hand, His 
Excellency imitated objectionable course adopted by Lord Dufferin. In 
these ciroumstances, there ia no reason why the salutary rule of making new 
a tments to the Indian Viceroyalty every fifth year should be departed 
in the present case. 


& A correspondent of the Bombay SamdeAdr (95), in ite issue of the 14th 
December, w trom -er the last 
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Alleged distress 


eyes, have f 
that we are hearing of the 
We learn that the Acting Collector of 
recommended the opening up of relief works and that the A Comm 
of the Southern Division has suggested the throwing open of Government 
pasture lands in the reserved forest numbers for the sus of cattle. But 
much more will have to be done. Hie Excellency Lord Harrie should, we venture 
to think, abandon for a time the of the Government House, and, 
the example of Lord Wenlock in the Madras Presidency, 
affected districts. His prese 
district officials and also upon 


will 
dis 
uent. 


is especially regrettable, because India was fortunate enough in ancient times to 
escape from them. There is nothing wonderful in this, because her land was so 
fertile. Even foreigners were struck by this happy ciroumstance and did not 
fail to record their im to that effect. Then the paper quotes an extract 
from Megasthenes, Greek ambassador at the court of C pta, an Indian 
king in ancient history, in which India has been described asa rich country which 
was seldom visited by famines, and says that the present frequent liability of the 
country to famines is due to free trade and large exports of grain. 


W. The Bombay Samdoddr (95), in its issue of the 17th December, writes: 
News is received of the increasing distress experienced in the Deccan. On 
account of scarcity of fodder, the rayats of * * and other Devcan 

v 


districta are selling their cows for a rupee per head. news 
that the Commissioner of the Central Division has III E 
te in his districts to grase their cattle on forest lands reserved under 
But what about the unfortunate themselves whose 
cannot be lees than those of their cattle with which are 


culturists excepting in money matters. They will issue 
ct, appoint commissions and do everything except 

that in spite of the alarming condition 

in the Madras Presidency on account of famine the unrecovered land 


on 

famine in 
We therefore request Government not to be cruel and exacting like the Märwädi, 
but to grant remissions wherever needed. 


N. The Rdmdde (17), in its issue of the 12th December, writes :—The 
primary duty of Government under the 


destruction. They are purvhasing cattle, not for of whose abgence they are 
well aware, but for hides, horns and bones. This free destruction of cattle will 
pon the agricultural condition of the district in spite of 
No facilities are given to the people to bring hay 
ota by lowering or remitting the rail charges. 
Railways ought to be more liberal in — tome Government remit the 
pence pag lng bears agg beng produce. If total remission cannot be 
granted a partial one should be given, and the rayats should be saved from 
total ruin. If remission of assessment is believed to t a heavy loss, Govern- 
ment should at least be pleased to realise this year’s assesament by two or three 
annual instalments. The rayats have scarvely recovered from the effects of the 
terrible famine of 1877, and have no means left to hold out and stand on their own 
legs. They are helplesaly thrown by an absence of rain upon the mercy of Govern- 
ment, who, they are confident, will work with heart soul for their good, will 
sympathize with them in their miserable condition and will try their utmost to 
assuage their sufferings as much as possible. About two hundred applications. 
reer, 
ia a strange raya 
are getting loans from Government, while the poor and unfortunate cultivators 
of famine-stricken district should be denied that help. We ferven 
N will be pleased to advance money to cultivators at 
nick of time upon ouny, Sees, Cae ore Sam Sam the a vences 
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Hind (87), in their issues of the 13th December, and the Pdrei Tiddbdr (114), in 
that of the 15th idem, express their satisfaction at the appointment. } 
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regiments happen to encamp for a short time, and remarks :—JIt is said that re- 
cently on the march of a vertain European regiment from Ahmedabad to Poona a 
soldier stole a mule from a villager at Umravati and carried it with him to Broach 
without detected. Ou a complaint from the owner the soldier was 
directed b commanding officer to restore the animal to the owner, but was not 
at all for the offence. There was also another case in which some four 
soldiers are said to have insulted the Pärei 4 — by entering their Tower 
of Silence at Pardi in the Surat District after breaking the look, and when this 
conduct waa re to the commanding officer the 
simply told that their loss would be recouped, but u 
been done in the matter, Our 
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36. The Kaiser-e-/lind (87), in ita issue of the 18th December, writes :— 
The abominable slave traffle in white girls from 
Alleged abominable slave Continent and the Levant, to which a 
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Mahomedans as maf undertake to give them a religious burial, will receive d 
attention and will be granted at an early date. 


24. The same newspaper, in its issue of the 25th December, says 

rer h hae 
Wen whieh has une Indie ite heme for the two or three years, and 
it behoves Government and the charitable public to ascertain the real nature 
the outbreak and to take measures to drive it away or mitigate it. 
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able Mr. Justice Telang has, in his a on the Vishnu disclosed 
many of his own defects and that Mr. Telang’s know of the Marathi 
language is not such as to entitle his opinion about Vishnu as a 
writer to any weight at the hands of the Mardthi-reading public. [The 
f‘rabded (13), in ite issue of the 94th December, expresses A ax sentiments. 


26. The Gerdt (88), in ita issue of the 20th December, praises * 

J. Humfrey, Inapeotor- General of Police, Bombay, for 
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Detective Police Department ang ves of the new Detective Departmen 
8 * onanind by him and of the appointment of Réo 
b Pri kar r as the head of 
thie department, [The Din Mani (80), in ita of the 22nd December, 
expresses similar sentiments.) 
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Part 1V.— Municipalities. 


83. The Mahrdtia (5), in its issue of the 20th December, writes :—The 

bay Municipal Corporation have had two very 

Remarks on the conduct of tough questions to fight out, viz., the police 
the Bombay Government to- and the conta regret 

wards the Bombay Runte. tind that on both these questions have lost, with 

the displeasure of Government in the bargain. We 

regret the decision of the Government of India in the 

matter of the police but we regret more the 

decision of the Government of Bombay in the matter of the hoepifale, Govern- 

ment are determined upon taking extreme action and compelling the 
to keep the hospitals open during all the twelve months of the year. cost 
us most. 


of doing that is a trifle, but it is the sacrifice of the principle that pains 
cae * we have little 


to be seen what action the Ce tion 
doubt that they will fight the battle to the bitter end. We should very much 
yield. Let the Government keep the 


wish that the C tion should not 
tion and recover it from its 


hos cha ex ture to the Corpora 

— n K an rer her authorities. 
If they fail to get justice there, let the matter be taken to Par t. It the 
representatives of the presidency town, who have a good cause and all the 
means at command, do not show sufficient —— of character, they will not 
only reduce their own worth, but encourage Collectors to pounce upon 
the rights of the smaller municipalities. 
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